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ORKNEY    ISLANDS, 


INTRODUCTION. 

JLn  order  that  a  more  diilind  and  xocoprebenGv^  view  of  diefe  Iflands 
tnay  be  givcfn,  it  is  intended  to  look  back  to  early  times  ;  and^  by  means  of 
thoie  feeblQ  and  icattered  rays  of  ligbt,  fumtflaied  occaiionally  by  ancient 
writa^,  to  point  ont  who  were  dieir  firft  iodsahkants ;  &om  what  coundy  it 
is  probable  theyxame;  to  what  form  of  govemmttit  tbey  were  fubjed; 
and  what  were  their  manners,  their  cuilx)mA,  their  i  reli^on  and  laws,  dll^ 
towards  the  end  of  the  ninth,  or  beginning  of  the  tenth  cestmry,  -diey  be-» 
came  incorporated  in  the  mals  of  di^  Scandinavian  invadeite. 

The  Scandinavians  had  abput  that  time  acquired,  on  their  Jiadve  lakes 
and  ihores,  a  hi^  degree  of  x^enown;  both  on  acccoint  of  their  nuUtarf 
prowefs,  and  of  the  csolonies  which  tkey  had  fent  out,  not  only  into  Oik« 
mey  and  Shetland,  but  2ik  into  the  nordiem  coafts  of  Britain,  the  Feroes, 
Iceland,  and  the  Weftem  Ifles.  Into  whatever  country  they  came,  of 
whatever  was  their*  intuition,  to  invade,  to  pkmder,  to  conquer,  or  to  pro- 
-cure  fettlements,  they  difplayed  the  feme  military  fpirit  which  they  had 
•done  at  home ;  and,  in  Iceland,  «chey  added  to  thi^  virtue  a  wifBcmi,  which, 
•among  a  barbarous  people,  has  feldom  been  equalled,  and  never  fuipafled, 
in  foraung  them(elves  into  a  regular  republic,  the  lam%  and  coxiflitution  of 
--  A  which 
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2  INTRODUCTrOR 

which  have  been  the  admiration  of  the  learned,  and  are  as  well  authenti- 
cated as  thofe  of  any  date  in  ancient  times. 

That  branch  of  the  Scandinavians  who  conquered  the  firft  inhabitants  of 
Ae  Orkney  Iflands,  and  fettled  among  them,  fhewed  in  their  conduft  the 
lame  intrepid  Ijpirit,  the  fame  love  of  glory  and  contempt  of  death,  and  all 
the  other  prominent  and  diftin<9ive  features,  that  marked  the  charader  of 
the  colonies  as  well  as  that  of  the  parent  date.  This  will  appear  evident 
from  the  details  that  (hall  be  given  in  delineating  their  charader,  as  diC* 
played  in  dieir  military  tranfaflions  and  civil  inftitutions  j  in  their  manners, 
their  cuftoms,  their  religious  ceremonies  and  fuperftitions,  feveral  monuments 
©f  which  they  have  left  behind  them. 

From  about  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  when  the  Iflands  ceafed 
to  acknowledge  a  foreign  mafter,  and  were  ceded  to  the  Scottfli  Crown  (to 
which,  on  account  of  their  vicinity,  they  (hould  have  always  betonged), 
we  fhall  naturally  be  led  to  confider  the  diange  in  their  condition  which 
tiiis  new  connexion  produced.  Here,  inftead  of  the  improvement  that 
might  have  been  expeded,  we  are  compelled,  however  rehidantly,  to  re- 
gret the  unhappy  influence  which  the  chara&er,  combined  with  the  number 
and  rapid  fucceflion  of  thoie  whom  their  new  Sovereign  appointed  as 
grantees,  farmers,  and  rulers,  a^^peara  but  too  evidently  to  have  had,  in  re- 
ptefling  the  genius  of  the  people,  damping  the  ardour  of  ihi6r  fpirit,  and 
^eckix^  their  induftry  in  the  arts  of  life. 

-  After  havii^  thus  taken  a  prfetty  extenlive  view  of  die  Iflands  from  the 
time  they  were  firft  inhabited  ;  flated  £t£te,  with  the  cauies  that  led  to  them^ 
and  'the  confeqiiences  which  they  produced  j  drawn  with  fideUty  the  por* 
traits  of  the  ptincipaL  adors ;  and  traced  die  various  changes  which  they 
have  undergone,  to  that  period  when  they  were  granted  irredeemably  to  a 
;^je£t  who  foon  afterwards  fold  them ;  our  attendon  will  be  dire(3^  to 
theii*  prefent  fiate. 

In  this  part  of  the  ]^an,  which  we  regard  as  of  chief  importance,  die 
utmoft  pains  fh^  be  taken  to  ftate  hiGts  fairly,  and  pkce  them  in  the  clearp 
eft  and  mc^  interefting  point  of  view.  In  ofder  diat  nothing  of  importr 
arice  may  be  omitted,  we  ftiall  give  a  fltetch  of  thda:  natural  hifltory,  toge- 
ther with  £bme  account  of  their  population^  and  the  manners^  and  cuftoms, 
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cKaradw  and  inAiftrjr  ©f  the  people,  by  whom  they  are  at  prefent  inhabit* 
eiL  As  agriculture  conftitutes  not  only  the  firft  and  moft  neceflary,  but  the 
noWeft  of  all  the  arts,  it  fhall  be,  under  this  laft  divifion,  treated  of  at  con- 
fiderable  length,  along  widi  a  brief  account  of  their  fiiheries,  their  com^ 
merce,  their  manu&£hires,  and  particularly  that  of  kelp,  which  for  a  long 
lin\e  paft  has  been  juftly  confidered  as  their  flaple  commodity.  In  the  exe* 
cution  of  this  part  of  our  fubjeS,  many  praftices  will  meet  our  approba* 
tion  ;  fome  will  merit  cenfure ;  errors  and  defers  (hall  be  candidly  pointed 
out,  and  aicribed  to  what  appears'to  be  thdr  true  caufes ;  and  fuch  improve- 
ments fuggeiled,  as  may,  it  is  apprehended,  contribute  in  fome  degree  t0 
the  advantage  of  the  em^nre  at  large,  as  well  as  to  the  internal  profperity  of 
«he  Illands  themfelves. 

But  ndlher  dieir  ancient  nor  their  prefent  Hate  can  be  imderftood  accu*^ 
ntdy,  -unlefe  a  previous  deicription  be  given  of  the  whole  iflands  that  conw 
pofe  the  group.  Their  furface,  and  genend  appearance,  their  temperature, 
foil  and  climi^e,  muft  be  flated,  and  the  advantages  of  their  iituation  acco- 
lately  pointed  out ;  the  excellence  of  dieir  harbours,  capable  at  all  times  of 
recdving  fhips  ahnoft  in  *  any  number,  and  of  any  fize,  together  with  the 
figure,  dimenfions,  the  relative  fituadon  and  the  produdions  of  each,  the 
improvements  of  which  they  are  refpe&ively  fufcepdUe,  and  die  objects  dE 
curiofity  which  they  contdn,  muft  all  be  exhibited  in  fuch  a  confpicuous  point 
o£  light,  that  whoever  attends  to  theie  particulars,  may  find  no  difficulty  in 
thoroughly  comprdiiending  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  work. 

If  the  hiftcwy  of  thefe  iflands  be  thus  confidered,  it  will  appear  to  be 
both  important  and  extenfive,  and  will  naturally  divide  itfelf  into  three 
books. 

Book  L  will  contain,  befides  a  general  view  of  all  the  iflands  that  com- 
pofe  the  clufter,  a  ftiort  geographical  defcription  of  each,  comprehending 
its  refpe£trve  produdHons,  its  figure,  extent,  and  reladve  fituadon,  its  har- 
bours, and  fuch  odier  objeds  as  feem  beft  calculated  to  gndfy  a  laudable 
curiofity,  or  to  fwve  the  more  important  purpofes  of  conveying  ufefiil  in* 
formation* 
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4  introduction: 

Book  IL  wiU  comprife  an  accotuit  of  the  earlieft  inTiaKtants ;  whatever 
b  mod  remarkable  in  th^  manners,  cuftoms,  and  inlHtutions ;  the  traniac* 
ttons  and  charader  of  thofe  people  that  conquered  and  mingled  with,  or 
fucceeded  them ;  a  defcription  of  fome  remaining  monuments  of  both  theie 
races  of  people ;  of  the  changes  of  the  iflands  in  fubfeqoent  ages,  under 
different  rulers,  and  of  the  influence  ,theie  feem  evidead^  to  have  had  ia 
retarding  their  improvement 

Book  IIL  will  exhibit  the  prefent  ftate  of  thefe  iflands  with  refped  to 
their  mineral,  vegetable  and  animal  produ&ions  ;  their  pc^idatioo,  language^ 
manners,  cuftoms ;  and  the  diderent  fpecies  of  induffary  diat  prevail  at  this 
time.  Agriculture,  in  particular,  on  account  of  its  importance,  will  occu* 
py  a  confiderable  pordon  of  this  bode ;  to  which  will  naturally  fucceed^  the 
confideratioi^  of  manufiidures,  fifh^es  and  commerce :  the  caiiies  of  thi^ 
km  ftate  at  prefent  wffl  be  confid^red^  and  the  means  that  might  be  emj^oy^ 
ed  for  improving  them  to  fiich  a  degp*ee  m  ceuld  net  fail  to  ameliorate  the 
condkiou  of  the  pec^^  and  at  the  hsnt  tbow  coouibute  to  the  advantage  of 
Ihe  State. 
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B   O   O   K      I. 

A  mW  OP  THE  ISLANDS,  CONSIDERED  AS  A  WHOLE,  COMBINED  WlTtt 
A  GEOOHAPHICAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  EACH. 

CHAP.      I. 

SOME  OBSERVATIONS  THAT  REOAKD  THE  ISLANDS  IN  GENERAL* 

Ths  iflaads  tl^^t  eompofe  the  group,  known  to  the  ancients  by  the 
same  of  ORiC ABES)  and  ilyled  by  the  moderm  Orkne Yy  are  fituated  in  the^ 
Northern  Ocean^  between  the  coaft  of  Cakhne&  and  Shetland,  firom  the 
iarmes  of  vfblch  they  are  diAsnA  only  about  four,  and  from  the  hitter  neaiw 
k)r  twenty  leagues^  Fcom  obfenradons  that  have  been  taken  with  fiifficient 
&iU  and  accuracy,  the  Jatitode  of  Kirkwall^  the  centre,  has  been  fowid  ta 
be  fifty-nine  degrees  and  sine  minutes  north,  and  the  longitude  two  d^ree9 
and  thirty  minutes  weft,  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich.  Their  form,  as 
Hiay  efiJUy  be  conceived,  is,  from  the  force  of  tfie  ocean,  and  die  rapidity  of 
liie tides,  e^^reoiely  irregular;  and,  from.dxis  cnrumftance,  the  dimenfions 
of  ibme  o£  them  are  afoertained  wi^  no  imall  difficulty* 

Of  thofe  that  are  inhabited,  fome  are  fo  fmall  as  not  to  exceed  a.  mile  in. 
length }  whereas  the  Mainland,  or  principal  ifland,  extends  to  nearly  thirty*. 
They  are  feparated  from  one  another  by  pordona  of  water,  denominated- 
founds,  frkhs,  or  ferries,  fome  of  which  are  only  a  mile  broad,  and  others, 
more  than  five.  Though;  thu*  dofely  coxmefted  together,  the  whole  of 
them  are  of  dcmfideraUe  extent ;  for,  from  the  fouth-weft  to  the  north-eaft,. 
the  points  iartheft.  removed  from  each  other,  the  difhmce  is  not  leis  thao^ 
feventy  miles,  and  they  ape  liqpwards  of  forty  in  the  other  dire^Slioru 

Compared  with  the  fterile  wilds  in  fome  of  the  fifter  iflands  to  the  nwth, 
4r  even  with  the  lofty  hills  and  bleak  marlhy  plains  to  the  fouth  of  them, 
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they  gain  fo  much,  that  their  appearance  is  pleafantly  inviting  and  favour- 
-able.     To  the  eye,  their  furface  prefents  much  variety. 

Great  Britain  itfelf  is  in  a  great  meafure  level  towards  the  eaft  coaft, 
through  its  whofle  extent,  from  the  North-Foreland  Head  in  Kent,  to  Dun- 
can{bay  in  Caithnefs,  and  rifes  gradually  as  it  advances  tovrard  the  vreft,  till 
it  fwells  at  lail  into  a  ridge  of  hills  or  mountains,  vrfaich  Providence  in  its 
Icindnefs  feems  to  have  ereded  as  a  bulwark  againfl  the  fury  of  the  Atlantic 
nvaves. 

The  fame  conformation,  though  comparadvely  on  a  very  fmail  fcale  in- 
deed, is  obfervable  in  the  Orknfey  Iflands.  Many,  to  th&r  fad  experience, 
too  well  know  how  low  their  eaflem  coafls,  efpecially  toward  the  north,  are ; 
for  this  circumftance,  more  than  any  other,  has  caufed  many  fatal  fhipvn-ecks. 

Toward  the  weft  coaft,  on  the  other  hand,  from  the  one  extremity  of  the 
iflands  to  the  other,  the  land  is  fo  elevated  as,  with  a  few  interruptions,  to 
form  itfelf  into  a  range  of  hills,  not  h^h  indeed,  but  much  more  fb  than 
what  are  generally  met  with  in  the  interior  of  the  country.  Thefe  hills,  the 
higheft  of  which  does  not  exceed  twelve  hundred  feet,  do  not  always  run  in 
the  longeft  direction  of  the  iflands,  but  frequendy  fbretch  acrofs  them  ;  and 
while  their  fides  that  face  the  Weftem  Ocean  are  bold  and  fteep  in  the  ex- 
treme, their  oppofite  ones,  for  the  moft  part,  fhelve  avi^y  into  plains  of  con- 
fiderable  extent,  vyith  a  gentle  declivity* 

The  fhores  in  this  quarter  are  in  many  places  bounded  by  rocks  av^^fiilly 
xnajeftic.  In  fome  places  Aey  remain  entire  :  in  others  they  have  yielded 
to  the  force  of  the  billows  and  the  ravages  of  time,  and  are  confequendy 
fliattered  into  a  thoufand  different  fhapes,  altogether  forming  a  fcene  highly 
interefting.  To  the  philofopher,  fuch  a  fcene  prefents  an  opportunity  of 
contemplating  the  diflferent  flxata,  and  even  fometimes  of  difcovering  fome 
of  tliofe  valuable  minerals,  which  have  been  for  ages  hidden  in  the  bofom 
«f  the  earthy  and  would  have  been  fo  for  ever,  had  not  the  ocean  brought 
them  to  light  If  his  foul  be  alive  to  the  avrfiil  impreflions  of  the  fublime, 
he  win  be  loft  in  aftonifhment  in  contemplating  the  tremendous  power  of 
the  billows,  that  on  one  hand  of  him  have  formed  pillars  of  an  immenfe 
fize^  and  thrown  arches  of  a  magnitude  fo  vaft,  as  to  mock  the  boldeft  and 
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moft  fuccefsful  attempts  of  human  art,  and,  on  the  other,  dug  in  the  folii 
rock,  caverns  fo  dark  and  unfathomable,  as  cannot  fail  to  ftrike  the  moft  un- 
daunted heart  with  terror.  But  however  grand  and  fublime,  or  interefting, 
fuch  objefts  may  be,  to  either  the  intellefl  or  the  fancy,  we  muft  not  beftow 
on  them  fuch  a  degree  of  attention,  as  to  negleA  taking  notice  of  thofe  hills 
that  lye  behind  them. 

Toward  the  fouth-weft,  where  they  are  higheft,  with  no  great  ftretch  of 
imagination  they  may  be  confidered  as  a  continuation  of  thc^e  in  Strathnaven 
As  they  advance  along  the  ocean  towards  the  nordi,  they  gradually  diounifh 
in  point  of  fize,  till  they  fmk  as  it  were  down  into  a  plain,  when  they  ap- 
proach the  northern  extremity.  This  drcumftance  alone,  though  we  had 
BO  odier,  might  flimiih  fome  ground  to  conclude  that  thefe  iflands  had,  in 
fome  remote  age,  been  joined  with,  and  made  a  part  of  the  continent  of 
Great  Britain.  Several  others  concur  to  corroborate  the  fame  opinion; 
Separated  from  Caithnels  by  a  rapid  frith  of  about  12  miles  broad,  in  which 
feveral  little  iflands  are  fcattered,  the  ihores  on  both  fides,  if  examined  ac^ 
curately,  vnll  be  found  to  contain  many  points  of  refemblance. 

If,  CMft  the  one  fide,  the  land  be  high,  it  is  alia  often  fo  on  the  odier ;. 
^  foil  b  fometimes  the  fame  on  die  oppofiteTidea ;  the  nature  of  the  rocks;, 
and  even  their  dire^on,  and  the  angle  they  form  with  the  horizon,  are 
fikewife  fimilar  t  and  Ae  two  high  heads  of  Berey  in  Waas,  and  Dunnet  in^ 
Cfldthnefs,  which  may  be  confidered  as  the  jaws  of  the  Pentland  Frith,  have 
been  obferved  to  contsdn  in  them  ftrata  of  evident  fimilarity. 

Should  thefe  and  fuch  Kke  appearances  be  confidered  as  having  a  tenden« 
cy  to  prove  their  former  junction  with  the  continent,  there  are  not  wanting^ 
others  to  fhow,  that  probably  in  fome  remote  period  the  Orkiey  Iflands  were 
united  toget^^  and  formed  one  continued  txaiSt  of  land.     Befides  the  argu- 
ments already  adduced  to  prove  their  fomier  connexion' with  the  continent,^ 
the  different  iflands  exhibit  on' their  oppofite  Ihores  fo  many  qualitiesin com-- 
mon,  as  can  fcarcely  efcape  the  moft  carelefs  pbferver.     To  die  eye,  the 
land  on  each  fide  of  die  water  has  tibe  fame  appearance,  wiiether  wet  or  dry^, 
high- or  low,  green  or  heathy  j  die  plants^  whether  marine  or  terreftrial,  are 
very  often  of  the  fame  kind,  as  are  alfo  the  clay,  fand,  fhells  and  ftonesjv 
and  wherever  they  ftretch  out  towards  each. other,,  and.  the  diftance  betweea 
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them  is  (hort,  the  water  is  frequently  fo  extremely  {hallow,  as  to  render  the 
failing  between  them,  even  for  boats  and  fmall  craft,  attended  with  danger. 
If  we  attend  to  thefe  circumftances,  and  allow  them  their  due  weight,  even 
if  we  took  no  notice  of  others  of  the  fame  nature  that  might  be  mentioned, 
we  fhall  be  led  to  conclude,  that  what  are  now  fo  many  ifknds,  different  in 
^ize,  in  figure,  and  in  place,  were  once  united  to  the  continent  and  to  one 
another.  Neither  are  agents  wanting,  in  nature,  to  produce  this  efFedt, 
which  at  firft  fight  might  feem  to  be  extraordinary.  The  waters  of  the 
^>cean,  either  ad:ing  by  themfelves  in  a  gradual,  flow,  and  imperceptiWe 
manner,  or  that  element,  in  conjui)(3ion  with  fire  hid  in  die  bowels  of  the 
^arth,  generating  between  them  air,  and  fteam,  or  vapour,  2ore  abundandy 
fufficient  for  that  purpofe.  Such  agents  have  produced  fknilar  efieds  ia 
Tnany  other  inftances. 

To  the  fame  caufes,  fmgle  or  united,  we  ought  perhaps  to  afcribe  the 
exiflence  of  moft  of  the  iflands  that  are  to  be  found. 

Great  Britain  harfelf,  the  principal  one  in  the  worU,  if  not  in  ettent,  at 
leaft  in  point  of  induftry,  riches,  glory  and  felicity,  bears  on  h&  fbuthera 
extremity  evident  marks  of  having  bpen  onc§  joilied  to.  her  rival  France. 
Sicily  claims  the  fame  kindred  with  the  oppofite  Italian  fhores  ;  the  Canary 
and  Cape  Verd  iflands  have,  it  is  probable,  formerly  made  a  part  of  Afiica  ; 
and  that  infinite  multitude  of  iflands  which  lye  in  the  great  Padfic  Ocean^ 
and,  which  die  nobly  enterprifmg  fpirit  of  this  age  and  nation  has  difcovered 
not  only  to  fpeak  the  fame  language,  but  to  have  many  cuftoms  in  common, 
have,  it  is  likely,  conftituted  one  continued  immenfe  trad:  o£  land,  which 
either  fubterraneous  fires,  earthquakes,  or  the  ocean,  or  all  of  them  united, 
have  broken  into  thofe  fragmente  that  now  appear. 

Even  continents  themfelves,  which  firom  thek  na^tute  might  be  fuppofed 
more  permanent,  are  not  exempted  firom  revolutions.  In  one  quarter,  the 
ocean  is  conftantly  beating  down  the  land,  wearing  it  away,  and  changing 
its  appearance  fo  much,  that  it  can  hardly  be  recognized.  Sometimes  it 
fwallows  up  extenfive  tnuSs  of  land,  and  buries  in  fand  ipacious  harbours, 
while  at  other  times  it  has  left  its  ancient  bed,  and  opened  up  new  coun- 
tries to  view.  That  this  capricious  element  is  conflantiy  fhifting  place,-  and 
producing  changes  on  die  fur&ce  of  this  earth,  cannot  admit  of  a  dcmbt, 
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fiQce,  on  no  other  fuppofidon,  can  we  account  for  the  almoft  infinite  num- 
ber of  fhells,  corals,  beds  of  oyfters,  fea-fifh  entire  and  broken,  which  are  (o 
frequently  found  in  places  the  moft  remote  from  the  fea,  even  in  the  very 
bowels  of  the  eartli,  and  on  the  tops  of  high  mountains.     But  to  return. 

The  hills  compoiing  the  ridge  that  fRirts  the  weftern  coaft,  as  well  as 
thofe  that  interfe<3:  the  main  land^  and  occupy  fome  of  the  other  iflands,  are 
feldom  fmgle  and  detached,  but  for  the  moft  part  formed  into  ridges  of  fome 
extent,  with  fmall  intervening  valleys  ;  and  their  tops,  inftead  of  riiing  high 
into  a  conical  form^  are  generally  either  fiat  or  rounded.  Some  few  of  them- 
are  almoft  entirely  covered  with  verdure ;  the  bottoms  of  mofl  of  them  con« 
fift  of  corn-fields,  interfperfed  with  patches  of  rich  old  grafs,  excellently  fit- 
ted for  the  feeding  of  black  catde  ;  the  foil  confifts  of  fandy  or  clayey  loam  >. 
their  fides  produce  an  excellent  mixture  of  heath  and  grafs,  £or  fheeppafture, 

.  on  a  thin  ftratum  of  peat-mofs,  while  their  tops  are  ufually  brown,  on  a  bpt- 

tom  of  peat-mofs,  clay,  or  gravel.     Tliere  are  fpots  on  fome  of  thenv  de- 

'  lightfully  romantic,  where  tht  attention  is  arrefted,  and  the  ear  pleafed  with 

the  murmurs  of  the  rills,  and  the  eye  feafts  on  flowers,  that  rear  their  headl- 
and fhed  dieir  fragrance  amidft  various  kinds  of  ihrubs. 

But  what  is  of  much  more  confequence,  Providence,  ever .  bountiful  in 
adding  to  the  comfort  of  man,  has  with  no  fparing  hand  fpread  peat-mof^- 
over  a  confiderable  portion  of  thefe  iflands.  From  obfervations  that  have, 
been  made  on  this  fubftance^  as  it  occurs  in  diHerent  fituations,  it  has  beei^ 
found  to  exhibit  a  very  diflferent  appearance  on  elevated  ground,  from, 
what  it  does  on  the  plains.  In  low  ground  it  is  more  black,  more  fmoothy 
and  of  a  much  more  coaly  appearance.  On  the  hills  it  is  more  foft  and: 
^ngy,  lefs  dilpofed  to  adhere  or  unite  into  a  mafs,  and  of  a  much  browner 
colour ;  the  latter  kind,  when  put  on  the  hearth,  kindles  inftantly  into  sl 
blaze,  and  is  confumed  with  rapidity ;  the  former  catches  the  flame  more 
flowly,  but  buins  with  more  force,,  and  for.  a  much  longer  time.  If  peat^ 
mofs  be  a  fubftahce  compofed  of  matter  derived  from  vegetables,  fuch  as. 

!  thofe  plants  that  are  called. mufei  or  mofles,  wood,  heath,  and  others  of  a. 

1  fmiilar  nature,  in  a  certain  flage  of  their  putrefadion,  this  difference,  which . 

I  b  no  leis  (biking  than  general,  can  be  explained  on  rational  principles.    Heat> 

f  and  moifture,  it  is  well  known,  are  two  of  the  moft  active. agents  in  fermen-- 
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tation  ;  and  they  have  carried  on  that  procefs  much  fartlier  in  the  peat*mof$ 
in  low,  warm,  and  moift  ground,  than  in  places  that  are  more  cx>ld  and  dry, 
on  account  of  their  fuperior  elevation. 

This  fubftance,  combined  with  clay  or  with  land,  forms  a  foil  here  as 
«)mmon  as  any  other,  and  univerfally  known  by  the  name  of  Yarpha,  or 
hog  foil,  whofe  charaderiftic  is  a  black  colour  conneded  with  die  power  of 
retaining  moifture,  which  has  been  fuppofed  to  account  for  the  dampnefs 
prevalent  in  the  country.  As  the  iflands,  however,  confift  of  hill  and  dale, 
high  and  low  land,  as  well  as  of  plains  of  confiderable  dimenfions,  they  muft. 
It  is  evident,  in  regard  to  foil,  admit  of  much  variety. 

Accordingly,  in  thofe  places  that  are  moft  elevated,  the  yarpha  foil  \% 
inoft  frequent ;  in  plains,  that  which  is  compofed  of  fand  more  commonly 
predominates.  In  fhort,  fand,  clay  and  gravel,  together  with  iandy  loam, 
clayey  loam,  and  gravdlly  loam,  and  the  yarpha  already  mentioned,  which 
IS  evidently  compofed  of  fand  or  clay,  in  union  with  a  coaly  matter  derived 
lirom  decayed  vegetables,  make  up  the  lift  of  foils '  combined  together  in  ad 
Almoft  infinite  variety  of  proportions,  through  the  different  diftrids  of  the 
ikme  ifland,  or  in  different  iflands. 

Various,  however,  as  they  are,  they  pofleft  fome  qualities  in  common  ; 
for  they  are  almoft  all  of  them  thin  or  fhallow,  feldom  more  than  one  or 
two  feet  deej)  at  moft,  refting  on  the  folid  rock,  without  any  intervening 
ftrata ;  and,  with  a  Tery  few  exceptions,  they  are  uncommonly  fertile.  So 
much  indeed  is  this  the  cafe,  that,  were  the  hand  of  induftry  directed  to 
their  cultivation  with  the  fame  fkifl,  and  exerted  with  the  fame  vigour  that 
it  is  in  other  places,  they  would  yield  to  few  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  in 
the  produdion  of  feveral  of  the  common  forts  of  grain,  of  almoft  all  kinds 
of  graffes,  roots,  and  other  valuable  vegetables. 

But  to  what  caufes  are  we  to  afcribe  this  fertility  which  fo  far  exceeds 
-cxpe£tation  ?  The  very  rocks,  perhaps,  on  which  the  foil  refts,  and  which, 
on  a  fuperficial  view,  might  appear  to  render  it  unfhiitful,  may  by  their  na- 
ture contribute  fome  way  or  other  to  an  effed  that  is  fo  beneficial.  Some 
of  thefe  rocks  are  aluminous,  or  compofed  dl  clay,  others  are  a  kind  of 
fand-ftone,  and  both  of  them  are  fi^uendy  fo  foft  and  friable,  as  to  break 
with  the  plough,  and  mix  in  finaH  portions  with  the  foil  tiiat  covers  them. 
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in  fome  few  places,  calcareous  rock  or  limeflone  forms  a  bed  for  the  foil, 
ftiore  hard,  more  foJid,  and  far  lefs  liable  to  be  broken  into  fragments :  but 
whether  any  of  thefe  beds,  or  all  of  them,  have  any  influence  in  rendering 
the  foils  they  fupport  more  fertile,  is  a  point  not  of  very  eaiy  determination. 
They  may  perhaps  part  with  a  portion  of  their  fubftance,  to  fumifh  thofe. 
fcigredients  which  render  the  foil  produflive  ;  or  perfiaps  they  only  prevent 
the  rain;  from  finking  below  the  roots  of  the  plants,  and  at  the  fame  time 
cofledt  the  rays  of  the  fun ;  and  the  heat  and  moifture  thus  produced  by 
their  means,  may  not  only  furnifti  and  prepare  food  for  the  different  plants^ 
but  even  ftrengthen  the  powers  of  vegetatiom 

The  climate  of  thefe  iflands,  bad  as  it  may  be,  has  frequently  been  re- 
prefented  as  worle  than  it  is.  To  afcertarn  its  real  nature,  fo  as  to  inftitute 
a  comparifbn  between  it  and  that  of  other  countries,  a  train  of  obfervations 
Bauft  be  for  meed,  founded  on  an  exaft  regifter  of  the  weather,  kept  for  a 
length  of  time  by  a  Ikilful  hand,  with  mftruments  conftruSed  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  pfeced  in  a  convenient  fituation.  As  none  fuch  have  yet  been, 
made,  we  are  in  a  great  meafure  ignorant  on  this  point,  except  fo  far  as  we 
are  guidied  by  our  own  obfa^atiom 

Many  hundred  years  ago,  it  wse  oWerved  that  the  fouth-weft  wind  was 
more  prevalent  than  any  other  in  Great  Britain.  The  fame  obfervation 
may  with  propriety  be  extended  to  this  country  ;  for  the  vrind  blows  more 
frequently  from  that  point  of  the  compafs  than  from  any  other,  and  at  the 
fiune  time  wiA  more  violence  j  and,  as  it  comes  from  the  mountainous  traft 
of  the  Weft  Highlands,  brings^  as  might  be  expedtedi  ^^^  ^^^7  tiie  moft 
frequent,  but  the  heavieft  rains,  and  alfo  railes  the  tides  through  the  whole 
fliores  to  their  greateft  elevation.  From  the  fouth-eaft,  too,  the  winds  are 
very  frequent, '  and  fomerimes  even  ftormy.  In  the  fpring,  fummer,  and 
harveft  months,  while  thefe  vnnds  prevail,  the  weather  is  fomerimes  dry  and 
cold,  fometimes  damp,  and  not  unfrequentiy  thick,  dark,  and  foggy ;  and 
when  this  laft  kind  of  weather  continues  for  any  time,  it  feldom  fails  to 
have  a  manifeft  effeft  in  depreffing  the  ammal  fpiiits,  and  generating  colds, 
coughs,  fore  throats,  and  fimilar  complaints  that  are  the  efJedts  of  fuch  a. 
ftate  of  the  atmofphere.  On  die  other  hand,  the  north-weft,  north,  and- 
north-eaft  winds,  bring  for  the  moft  part  cold,  dry,  wholefome  weather,  andi 
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in  the  fame  degree  that  the  others  relax  and  fink,  thefe  brace  and  elevate 
the  animal  fyftem.  The  eaft  and  weft  winds  are  ndther  remarkable  for 
their  ftrength,  nor  their  \or\g  continuance,  nor  indeed  are  they  marked  with 
any  ftrikin^  peculiarity.  Seldom  do  calms  for  any  length  of  time  prevail 
here  ;  and  the  winds,  fi*om  whatever  quarter  they  blow,  and  in  whatever 
feafon,  are  feldom  or  never  tempeftuous,  but  often,  loud  and  ftrong ;  and 
this  circumftance  has  an  evident  tendency  to  render  the  climate  iahibriou& 

Through  the  whole  iflands,  rains  fall  in  confiderable  quantity,  but  on  die 
weft  coaft,  on  account  of  its  fuperior  height,  by  fax  the  greateft  quantity 
falls.  During  the  winter,  when  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  the  land  is 
locked  up  in  froft,  and  deep  buried  in  fnow,  rains  more  commonly  prevail 
here,  and  are  either  fo  conftant,  or  recur  fo  foon,  that  they  render  it  incon- 
venicn^  to  travel  either  by  land  or  water  ;  and,  befides  drenching  the  culti- 
vated fi^ls/and  hurting  the  roots  of  the  grafs,  introduce  difeafes  among 
fheep,  horfes,  and  black  catde.  From  thefe  and  fome  other  efFedts  that 
might  be  mendoned,  as  well  as  from  ibme  reoent  attempts  to  obt^dn  a  mea- 
furement,  we  have  reafon  to  conclude  that  the  annual  quandty  of  radn  that 
falls  in  thefe  iflands  amounts  to  twenty-fix  inches  at  an  average. 

Snows  are  neither  fo  frequent,  •  nor  in  fuch  quantity ;  but  they  come 
with  confiderable  violence,  and  generally  from  the  north-weft '  and  fouth- 
eaft  quarter  of  the  heavens  ;  and  though  what  falls  in  the  courfe  of  a  year 
may  not  be  much  ftiort  of  the  quantity  in  other  northern  diftrids,  it  conti- 
nues only  a  few  days  at  a  time  on  the  furface  of  die  earth,  owing  perhaps 
-not  only  to  the  greater  warmdi,  but  alfo  to  the  vapours  that  are  conftandy 
•xifing  from  the  fea  and  floating  in  die  atmofphere.  A  peculiarity  of  the 
climate,  with  relpeft  to  the  feafon  of  fnow  and  1ml,  merits  fome  attention. 
JSome  part  of  the  month  of  June,  which  in  Britain  is  well  known  to  be  of 
a  pleafant  and  genial  warmth,  is  here  often  not  only  colder  than  the  pre- 
ceding months,  but  almoft  as  much  fo  as  any  winter  month.  For  about 
two  wed^  and  even  fomctimes  more,  about  the  puddle  of  that  month,  the 
wind  blows  from  the  north,  ftrong  and  piercing,  accompanied  vnth  fnow 
and  hail  ftiowers,  which  drive  domeftic  animals  to  feek  flielter  ;  clothe  the 
fields  with  a  dreary  afped,  by  checking  the  progrefs  of  the  young  plants, 
and  blafting  their  buds  and  their  bloflbms,  and  to  a  ftranger  would  feem  to 
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tirreaten  the  lilaiicls  with  £unine.  As  foon  as  that  period  is  paft,  the  wind 
veers  round,  warm  (howers  fucceed,  which  revive  the  tender  herbage,  that 
•iu>w  recovars  its  former  bloom  and  verdure  j  the  whole  tribe  of  animals 
again  rejoice,  and  the  heart  of  the  huibandman  is  gladdened  with  the  prof* 
ped  of  future  pleijty. 

The  caufe  of  this  extreme  and  feemingly  unnatural  cold,  evidently  is  the 
diflblving  of  the  immenfe  fields  of  ice  in  the  Northern  Ocean,  which  hap- 
4>ens  at  that  feafon,  and  the  confequent  evaporation. 

About  forty  years  ago,  die  north  wind  wafted  over  the  ocean,  what  is 
•(till  recdleded  by  the  old  people,  by  die  name  of  the  black  fhow,  which  act 
the  time  ftruck  the  inhabitants  with  terror  and  aftonifhment.  Ever  inclined 
to  dread  an  uncommon  appearance,  which  they  have  neidier  the  opacity 
nor  inclination  to  account  for  or  explain,  as  portending  fbme  calamity,  the 
people  were  in  the  moft  psunful  perplexity  in  r^ard  to  the  thrdsitened  dif- 
ailer,  when  their  fears  were  happily  difpelled  by  an  account  of  an  eruption 
,of  Mount  Hecla,  from  which  in  all  probability  this  blade  ihow  proceeded 
If  the  diftance  between  Iceland  and  Orkney  ilaggers  the  faith  of  any  with 
refped  to  this  matter,  they  fhould  recoiled  what  has  been  ftated  as  a  fiid, 
diat  in  fome  of  the  eruptions  of  i£tna  or  Vefuvius,  the  afhes  have  beea 
<:arried  by  the  winds  to  the  plains  of  Egypt  * 

The  climate  prefents  to  us  another  ftriking  peculiarity.  In  moft  other 
countries,  it  is  well  known,  thunder  and  lightning  are,  if  not  die  effe<a,  act 
leaft  the  attendant  of  warm  weather  in  fummer ;  and  commonly  the  more 
iiot  and  fultry  that  feafon  happens  in  fuch  places  to  be,  they  occur  the  more 
frequendy.  The  reverie  of  all  this  happens  here ;  for  they  very  feldom  are 
obferved  in  fummer,  even  in  the  hotteft  weather,  but  moft  commonly  in 
winter,  not  indeed  when  the  temperature  is  mild  and  the  fky  ferene,  but 
when  the  elements  are  in  commotion :  When  it  blows,  lains,  hails,  or  fnows, 
diunder  and  lightning  are  frequendy  the  confequence.  To  whatever  caufe 
we  may  afcribe  their  appearance  at  this  feafon,  it  feems  to  have  no  influence 
in  rendering  them  either  more  violent  or  deflxudive  ;  they  are  leis  fo  here 
tham  in  other  places ;  they  are  not  accompanied  with  hailftones  of  fuch  vaft 

magnitude; 
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'magnitude';  aor  have  ihey  fuch  a  tremendous  ^are,  nor  fuch  loud  and  aws* 
fill  peals, '       - 

Notwithilanding  thefe  irregularities,  the  climate  podefies  one  quality  fu* 
perior  to  what  is  found  in  mora  ^Toured  countries.  Aa  the  Ulands  ftretch 
far  to  the  north,  it  might  have  been  expeded  they  would  have  experienced 
aH  the  incbnveiuences  that  arife  from  the  extremities  of  heat  and  ccdd,  that 
are  felt  under  the  fame  parellel  in  either  the  old  or  the  new  ccmtinent 
This,  however,  is  by  no  means  the  cafe ;  for,  while  the  inhabitants  of 
Hudibn's  Bay  and  Peterfburg^  are  ahemately  panting  with  heat,  or  fliiver- 
ing  with  cold,  the  inhabitants  of  die  Orlqieys  enjoy  a  temperature  compa^ 
Tatively  mild  and  moderate.  In  proof  of  this,  it  may  be  ob£erved  that  the 
medium  heat,  as  appears  Ijy  the  fprings,  amounts  to  ibrty«£ve  degrees ;  and 
the  whote  range,  between  die  ext^'emities  of  cold  in  winter  and  heat  in 
fmnmer,  is  ftom  twenty-fire  to  feventy-»&re  d^rees  of  Fahrenheii:'s  themuv 
tnsiec.  The  range  of  the  barometer  is  duree  inqhts.  Hence,  the  few  epidie^ 
mkak  difordera  vjhidx  occur  as  the  confequence  of  exixemities  of  temperature,. 
the  good  hs2Mi  aod  vigour,  wlwk  the  people  cdS^en  enjoy  to  an  advanced. 
.age,  and  the  inflances  tliat  we  £mietimes  meet  widi  of  kmgevity.  There, 
jsyr^  none  of  thofe  difeafes.thaf  ace  caUed  endemicak 

Thus,  befides  much  variety  and  confidecak^e  extent  of  fucfao^  an  ei&-^ 
client  foil,  capable  by  due  cukivation  of  furm&ing  abuodaace,  and  a  cli^ 
^m^te  by  no  meana  very  unfavourable,  the  iflanda  poflela  other  advantages' 
that  refult  from  their  nature  and  circunifiance&  We  fhalL  fiaifh  diis  general 
account  with  a  ihort  nodce  of  the  conveniences  which  they  poflefe  for  naval 
accommodadon. 

Around  their  whole  coafts,  the  land,  with  a  few  exceptions,  may  be  def*- 
cried  at  the  diftanee  of  ten  leagues,  where  the  water  is  in  depth  lifty-two 
fathoms.  .  So  near  the  weft  fliore  as  one  league,  the  depth  of  water  is  be- 
tween forty  and  fifty  fathoms ;  but  on  the  ^ppofite  fide  of  the  group,  at 
the  fame  diftanee  from  land,  the  d^th  of  the  water  does  not  exceed  thirtyw 
two  fathoms. 

.-The  flood-dde,  in  moft  places,  comes  firom  die  north-wefl,  and,  when 
no  oracles  from  land,  rocks,  or  fhallows  intervene,  direds  its  courfe  to  the 
eaft,  fouth-eaft  or  fouth,  according  as  it  is  new  made,  half  run,  or  approach- 
ing  to  ftill  water. 
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At  foil  atid  new  moon^  it  is  high  water  about  half  an  hour  aSer  nine, 
when  the  ordinary  fpring-tides  rife  ei^t  feet  perpendicularly,  and  the  ex- 
traordinary ones  fourteen  ;  and  at  the  quadratures,  the  ufual  neap-tides  rife 
three  and  a  half,  and  fuch  a^  are  uncommon  above  fix  feet  in  height* 

The  greateft  rapidity  of  the  fpring-tides,  ev«i  in  thofe  channels  where* 
they  run  quickeft,  is  nine  miles  in  an  hour,  and  the  heap-tides  have  only 
about  a  fourth  part  of  that  velocity. 

If  thefe  fpring-tides  be  efither  at  .thcSr  greateft  height,  or  their  loweft,  the 
water  continues  flili  for  die  fpace  of  only  half  ah  hoUr ;  and  if  the  neap- 
tides,  it  remains  one  hour  and  an  half 

From  whatever  quarter  fhips  come,  there  is  almoft  at  all  times  an  eafy 
and  ready  accefe  to  fuch  as  are  acquainted  with  the  pro|)er  channels ;  and 
as  foon  as  they  have  got  within  the  precinfts,  howfever  ftoriny  the  weath» 
may  be,  or  however  fhattered  their  condition,  litde  of  no  (HflkiJty  will  arife 
to  their  finding  an  excellent  harbour.  For  one  part  of  the  year,  the  night 
ii  nearly  as  fit  as  the  day  for  entering  the  haiKDurs  ;  for  fo  feir  do  the  iflands 
extend  to  the  north,  and  fucH  is  the  efie6:  of  having  no  land  immediately 
beyond  them,  that  the  twifight  ia  in  general  ft>  bright  for  two  moadis  in 
the  fummer,  as  to.  enable  a  perfon,  with  the  ordinary  pow^:^  of  vifion,  to 
read  in  the  hoirfe  at  midnight  with  the  utmoft  facility.  Nddier  does  the 
darknefs  even  at  other  feafona,  either  much  retaifd  or  endanger  the  entranqd 
of  fhtps,  or  their  fiiUing  among  thefe  iflonda ;  for  the  moon,  from  the  re- 
fledicm  of  the  water,  fhines  wkh  fuch  an  uncomriton  degree  of  fplaadour, 
that  not  only  the  Htde  iiland^,  but  even  the  rocks  and  tides  acre  almofl  3^ 
confpicuous  in  the  night  as  in  the  day.  But  even  in  die  long  nights,  and 
when  the  moon  does  not  (hine,  li^t  firom  a  difl^nt  fbnrce  feafonably  rifes 
to  ^Knlitate  navigadon,  by  dialling  die  darknefs  that  would  qtherwkjb  over- 
fpread  our  coafb. 

This  is  the  Aurora  BoreaBs,  now  very  improperiy  denominated  the 
Northern  Ligbtsi^  fince^  by  late  difcov^cries,  they  have  been  Ibund  to  belong 
equity  to  both  hemifpheres.  Here  they  happily  appete^  both  mote  fre- 
qxDjAy  and  with  greater  fplendour,  than  in  moft  odier  r^bns  ;  for  during 
the  liarveft,  winter,  and  fprfng  monthsy  they  arife  almofl  every  unclouded 
nigirt,  and  often  fljine  with  the  moft  iriagmficent  brilliancy* , 
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The  light  of  the  moon  at  her  quadratures,  fometimes,  on  fuck  occafions, 
fcarcely  equals  them  in  illuminating  the  friths  and  the  iflands. 

Between  the  fetting  of  the  fiin  and  the  clofe  of  the  twilight,  they  com- 
monly make  their  firft  appearance  in  the  nordi,  iffuing  for  the  moft  part 
from  behind  the  clouds,  like  a  fountain  of  pale  light,  the  form  of  which  is 
undefined,  and  continue  in  thi&  ftate  a  little  above  the  horizon,  fometimefe 
only  for  a  fhort  period,  and  at  other  times  for  the  fpace  of  feveral  hours, 
without  any  motion  that  can  be  difcovered.  They  form  themfelves  one 
while  into  an  arch,  the  height  of  which  is  about  thirty  degrees,  and  it» 
breadth  about  fixty  ;  and  the  pillars  on  which  it  b  fupported  feveral  times, 
broader  than  the  r^nbow ;  and  fo  long  as  tiiey  retain  this  fhape,  they  are 
without  any  fenfible  motion.  At  another  time,  they  extend  farther  over 
the  heavens,  rife  much  higher,  afliime  a  greater  variety  of  fhapes,  and  dit- 
cover  a  dulky  hue,  with  a  motion  that  is  flow,  but  perceptible.  Very  of- 
ten they  exhibit  an  appearance  qmte  different,  and  fpread  themfelves  over 
the  whole  heavens,  diffufing  every  where  a  furprifing  d^ee  of  light^  and 
exhibiting  the  moftHieautiful  phenomenon. 

Their  motion,  in  this  cafe,  is  in  various  dire^ods,  extremely  fwift,  and 
as  it  were  in  feparate  columns,  refopibling  fomewhat  the  evolutions  of  a 
^at  army.  Their  loweft  extremities  are  diftindly  defined,  and  deeply 
thiged  with  the  colours  of  the  rainbow ;  but  their  upper  ones  are  tapering 
and  feinter.  In  feveral  phces  at  ratce,  they  kinAe  into  a  blaze,  dart  along 
in  atmoft  all  diredions,  for  fome  feconds  at  a  time,  and  then,  as  if  by  die 
ffetehgtfi  of  tiieir  exertions  they  had  fpent  their  force,  tiiey  are  extinguiflied 
in  a' moment,  leaving  a  brown  track  in  the  fky  behind  them.  Near  the 
^ace  where  d)ey  i^appeared,  in  a  fhort  time  they  flaih  out  answ,  and  with 
equatrapidlty  trace  die  fame  path  in  iimilar  motions,  and  again  expire  in 
the  fame  manner.  Thus  they  often  continue  for  feveral  hours  togedier,  to 
the  great  fati^adlion  and  amufement  of  die  fpedators  on  land,  and  advan- 
tage of  the  mariner,  when  they  gradually  die  away,  and  leave  through  the 
whole  heavens  a  colour  trembling  that  of  brafs.  If  the  night  be  uncom- 
monly ftiU,  and  their  motions  very  rapid,  a  whizang  noife  has  been  thought 
to  have  been  diftindly  heard  from  them  at  various  intervals.  This  beauti- 
ful corrufcation,  vdiich  has  never  yet  been  latisfadorily  explained)  is  faid  to 
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have  appeared  much  fel3omer  eighty  or  lunety  years  ago,  than  it  does  at 
prefent  It  apjpears  now,  however,  very  often,  and  feems  to  occupy  dut 
fpace  in  die  heavens  which  is  between  the  re^bn  of  the  clouds  and  the 
fummit  of  the  atmofphere,  as  the  clouds  in  modon  never  fail  to  eclipfe  it ; 
and  as  it  cannot  be  feen  from  two  places  greatly  diftant  from  one  another  at 
once,  nor  yet  in  conjundion  with  th$  fame  fixed  flars,  it  ^videndy  has  no* 
great  degree  of  elevation. 


CHAP.     II. 

A  GEOCllAPHlCAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  ISLANDS. 

Thoog^  many  of  the  andents  mendon  this  country,  there  is  good  rea« 
fon  to  bdieire  that  their  knowledge  of  it  was  very  limited ;  didier  from*  not: 
handng  befiowed  co  it  the  degree  c^  attendon  neceflary,  or  from  having 
drawn  tharinformadbn  from  an  erroneous  iburce.  The  truth  of  this  ob- 
fervadoa  will  readily  gam  credit,  if  it  be  ccmfidered  that  tbey  di^ed  wide- 
ly in  opinion,  not  only  widi  icgard  to  what,  in  its  own  nature,  was  more 
intticatt,  hit  even  concerning  the.  very  munber  of  die  iffamds,  which  was  not 
a  point  certainly  very  <£fficu&  to  afcercain«  While  fome  of  them  reckoMd  die 
nuidber  only  three,  others  extended  it  to  forty,  and  odiers  thought  k  iM>re 
eoofiflent  vridi  truth  to  fhte  them  at  fome  of  die  intermediate  numbers.*^ 

Depending 

*  Tbe  fole  or*tlie  pfiocipaLau&ors  among  the  ancients  whoJiaTesientimed  thtfe  ifiandsi . 
follow:. 

i|5.  Pomponius  Mela,  lib.  3.  c.  6,  wKo  reckons  diem     .     .     .    ^o 

77.  Pliny,  lib.  4.  c.  itf.  who  ftates  diem  at  no  fewer  than    -    •    40 

84.  Juvenal,  who  makes  no.  mention  of-  their  number* 

917.  Tacitus. 

140.  Ptolemy    --•---^---.--•.        ^d 
n6.  Suetonius. 

240.  Solinus,  who  reckons  them  only  at    -•«.*..  .•3, 
306.  Eutropius. 


^  3^7- 
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Depending  osk  no  fadx  mgae  audioriiy,  our  wkaMfaaa  is  dttvm  Smm 
:X!Lz£kval  iimrey,  made  half  a  centttry  ago,  with  mnch  iktU  and  accumcjt 
'and  ftnce  coBfkmed  by  repeal  obfemtionft.  f  Aiccordiog  to  (iiU  funray, 
thcar  munber  amounts  tone  fewer  (tmx  iixty^^^m^  twenty**mnf  c£  wfatdn 
'Only  are  inhabited  4  and  the  remaining  thuty-^^t,  which  in  tfae  ptimilife 
lUf^uage  of  ^e  country  have  beea  denominatad  Hohm,  are  much  in&nor 
in  point  of  fize,  and  have  always  been  appropriated  to  paftumgiu  Befidea 
^  thefe,  there  are  feveral  which  are  overflowed  at  high  water,  and  have 
fcarcdy  any  foil  for  the  produQion  of  vegetables ;  on  theie,  land  animals 
xan  with  difficulty  fubfift :  thefe,  in  the  fame  language,  are  called  Skerries j 
a  name  which  indicates  fliarp,  ragged  rocks.  Even  in  theie,  however,  in- 
fignificant  as  they  may  appear,  temporary  huts  are  ibmietimes  ereded  in  die 
fumm»  feafon,  on  purpofe  to  accommodate  a  few  people  employed  in  cut- 
tiAg,  coUe<SBi^  di^Uig  and  faurmng  the  manne  {slants  iac  ib^  kakp  manu- 
£idumft  The  Holi»  mk  at  that  feafoii  fiiequeody  fiocmpied  in  die  £une 
manocr,  f^r  the  fame  Inssfidbd  pntpofe.  As  the  gfafa  on  die  ktMr  fkooA 
to:^  very  iine,  and  is  at  the  £une  iiaie  htxunant,  bodi.the  fteep  juid  oaide 
thltieMtm:diea(foiUia(a}QkejBxiacG^^  But  then 

is  ibmetfaing  odnr  in  -die  hataEUne;.  of  die  fiknts  wUch  difty  ptmhec^  oocsh 
famad^by didar beMagfeaqneotty Awchtd  bytfae  ifl^^watec,  a:  ia  dvs  adU 
mal^  ^MUiidmes  Aedi^g.  on  ^--weed,  tiiat  renders  their  fleih  k6  ^jieaiapt 
liiai^:tIiitjQf  tJthers  lied  la  difierent  cnxsanftanoes.  Situated  for  (die  anoft 
part  Qi^errthe  lai^er  iflaadby  60m  vAisii  ^ey^ippfiirtto  have  b€^  toon,  bocb 
die  H^Qdi  and  Skerries  belong  gaierally  to  thofe  proprietors  whofe  lands 
.are  not  the  neaieft,  but  divided  'from  Aem  hy  the  -ftialloweft  ^aten 

ExceU^iitiMi^td^ihawits  dae^  &>xBi  fin*  fevend  Jdnda  of  .amphihlouf  ani* 

mab* 


397.  Claudkn.         •       ♦  ^ 

416.  Orofius    -«---'A-.^**«...««.2j 

552.  Tornandcs,  Goth.  €.!.---•-•----•     34 

4d)$.  Itinerarium  Atuonini. 

657.  Ifidonis,  lib.  14.  c.  6.     ---------     -     •     33 

f  Mr  Miirdo  MacKciraic,  a -native  of  fliis  T[>hcc,  'W'ho4jclilg  wdl  acquainted  with  mathe* 
matical  fcicnce,  undertook  a  nautical  furvey  about  1750,  which  he  completed  to  the  entire 
fatkfadion  of  naval  people,  who,  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  arc  the  only  competent  judg^> 
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mala.  To  them  the  icali  and*  ibe  otter  in  pdrdcular^  very  often*  refort  in^ 
botiveather ;  wfaere^  i^retdm^  tbemf^ves  at  full  lengpch  on  the  rocks^  they 
liaft:  in  iJbe  fun's  Mfs,  for  many  hours  at  a  tim^  with  the  uimofl:  apparent 
iati^adUon^.  They  atre  joined  in  this  {equefta;ed  abodb  by  various  kinda  of 
fearfowte,  both  nadve  and  migratory,  which  repair  thither  in  the  proper 
iMbn,  with  a  view  to  bdild  their  nefta  and  rear  their  young  unmolefled. 

The  ocber  iflaada,  which  faaire  beea  ab^eady  mentioned  aa  amounting  to 
twenty^ne  in  nmnfaer,  are  in  ^m^evdl  of  a^  nuich  laiger  fize^  and  all  in* 
JNiittd,  ibme  of  them  better,  and  others  woiie ;  but  altof  them  pofleflit^ 
a  pof^uhuoA  mxieh  inferior  to  whai  it  might  be^  were  that!  degree,  of  culd*^ 
vaticm  ^M^owed  wiiich  wodd  richly  reward  the  hand  of  indliftry: 

The  ^qmcA-tbey  feveraUy  beMi  theu^  at  firft  fi^  th^  may  feem  to  be . 
whim^kiil  tod  arbitrary,  are  peAapa  derived,  fome  q£  them  &om  tfaeur  form 
§tld  mfifm»3^Ao^  (m^e^i^m^^^  ortheur  Ikuacion,  and  finne 

ifecMn  ifiaifeB  on  the  centinent  Irom  whidli  the  tnhabitaaCi  fr<»n  time  to  tin^ 
.pi9Me4  aod  wbme  it  suy  be  eafily  ootnceived  they  feftiMduod  them  many 
ot^^s  1^  their  a£h£&ot^. 

Not  only  Nonoray,  but  e^^en  Ic^and^  cootain  places  of  the  fame  name 
irith  fome  -of  thofe  ths^  dSftingtiMh  thefe  iflanda  ;  and,  what  may  jnftly  eic- 
itpie  aore  iwpiiib^  feveral  of  the  Hasbudas, .  or  Weftem  iilanda,  have  die 
kme  OfUBM  ^Afe^  whi^h  perhaps  they  have  obtained  when  occi4>ifid  by  the 
&me  pepi^,,  or  when  under  the  dc^ninion  of  the^  aiuuent  Ckmnta  of  Ork*- 
4wy.,* 

Ce  To 


^  D.^onroi  Dean  of  the  lilesi  MS.  Adv.  Lib.  Edinburgh.— The  names  which  the  in*, 
habited  iflands  at  prefent  bear»  together  with  the  fame  as  mentioned  by  X  Bachanan  and ' 

♦  Torfeus,  follow.     Pentland  Skerry.     Swanay,    X  Sana,    ♦  Sviney.     Waes,    x  Vilis. 

♦  Kalfey.     Flotay^  ♦-  Flou\     Buray,  ^  Fhra.     Cara.     Rifla.     Hoy»  x  Hojai   ♦  Haey. 
Gf1Mii£qr»  X  Gfam£^  4-  Gnmiey.    S.  RonaUfiiay,  x  RanaUfa,  ♦  Rottvaidiay.    Barray, 
K  Burra,  ^  Borgar.    Lambholm.     Q>pinihay,  x  Gobeia,  ♦  Kolbeniey.     Mainland^  X  P#« 
mona»  ♦  Pomona«     Damfay,  X  Damifey,  ♦  IHminfey  in  finu  Uridafiordo.     Shapiniha^, 
X  Siapinfa.      Gairfay,  X  Gerfa,  ♦  Garekfey.     Weir,  K  Vftra,  ♦  Foeroe.     Inhallow  or  - 
EdMillow,  >  Eymhalga.    Stronfay,  X  Stronfa,  ♦-  Strionfey.    Papty-Stronfay:    Eday,  ♦  Eidoe. . 
N*  Earay,  X  Fara,  ♦  Fridarey.    Sanday,  ♦  Sandey.    N.  Ronaldfliay,  ♦  Ronardfey.    Weft* 
ray,  x  Veftra,  Vcfturey.    Papay  Weftray,  X  Papa,  ♦  Pipey  or  Plapley.    Egillhay,   x  E?- 
^,  ♦  Eigilfey.    Rufay,  x  Rufa,  4>  Rolfsey. 

Ibofe  without  any  mark  'beftnre  them  are  mentioaBd  by  neither  of  thefe  ao^iors^ . 
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To  the  flighteft  obfervation  it  will  appear,  that  the  names  of  moft  of  die 
iflands  terminate  in  a^  ay^  or  ey^  all  of  which,  in  the  difierent  diale£l:s  of 
the  Gothic  language,  (of  which  that  formerly  fpoken  here  was  unqueflioii- 
ably  one),  fignifjr  an  ifland  of  a  large  extent,  as  Hobn  implies  one  that  ia 
imaller,  and  only  fit  for  pafturage.  * 

From  time  immemorial,  and  indeed  perhaps  fince  they  were  firft  inha- 
•bited,  they  have  been  divided  into  north  and  fouth  ifles,  on  account  of  their 
-  Situation,  witli  refpe^  either  to  the  mainland,  or,  more  probably,  to  Kirk^* 
wall,  which  for  many  ages  paft  at  leaft  has  been  confidered  as  their  capitaL 
Following  this  divifion,  we  (hall  begin  with  the  principal  ifland,  which,  on 
acccunt  of  its  importance  in  feveral  refpeils,  juftly  merits  the  preference. 

I.  The  ingenuity  of  etymologifts  has  been  exercifed,  to  accoont  for  the  cwi- 
gin  of  the  names  of  the  Mainland,  or  Pomona.  The  latter  appellation 
lias  been  traced,  ridiculoufly  enough,  to  a  word  in  the  Roman  language,  diat 
implies  the  core  or  heart  of  an  apple,  in  allufion  to  thfe  fituation  of  Ais  with 
regard  to  the  reft  of  the  iflands.  Two.  Britifh  words,  pou^  mon^  parva  por- 
tria^  or  fmall  country,  have  alfo  been  affigned  as  the  origin  of  this  name ; 
and  the  authors  who  have  efpoufed  thefe  different  opinions,  have  fupported 
them  with  a  warmth  far  beyond  the  importance  of  the  point  to  be  afcertain* 
ed.  The  former  has  idfo  been  traced  to  different  fources,  the  moft  probaWe 
of  which  is  two  Icelandic  words  that  fignify  Greatland ;  and  this  name  is 
»  very  applicable,  if  a  comparifon  be  made  between  it  and  the  oth^  iflands. 
But  whatever  may  have  been  the  origin  of  thefe  names,  they  have  either 
been  confidered  as  of  little  moment,  or  involved  in  obfcurity,  fmce  the  in- 
genious hiftorian,  f  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  much  of  our  information 
refpcdling  the  ancient  ftate  of  this  country,  though  he  has  attempted  an  ex- 
planation of  the  names  of  fome  of  the  reft,  has  paft  in  filence  that  in  que- 
ftion,  though  an  ifland  of  much  greater  confequence. 

From  eaft  to  weft,  its  longeft  diredion,  it  extends  not  lefs  than  thirty 
'En^ifti  miles,  and  through  that  fpace  difcovers,  in  point  of  appearance,  foil, 
culture  and  elevation,  a  very  confiderable  degree  of  variety. 

A  ridge  of  hills,  of  no  great  height,  rifes  towards  its  eaftem  extremity, 

'  +  r    which 


Ihre,  GloL  Suigoth.  f  Torfaua. 
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vrhich  ilretches  weftward  along  the  north  fide  of  the  parifh  of  Holm,  fuffers 
an  interruption  at  the  bay  of  Scalpa,  is  continued  again  through  a  confider- 
able  part  of  the  puifli  of  Orphir,  (where  the  diredion  i8  fuddeoly  changed 
toward  the  north  at  nearly  a  right  angle),  and  extends  throiigh  fhe  .pq- 
riihes  of  Frith  imd  Rehdal,  fix  rtilea  diiiUnt  fixMn;^  and  in  a  Une.nevly 
paraiid  to,  the  hiUs  of  Stromnefs  :a*wl  Saodwick,  the  weftem  boundaries^  of 
the  iiknd. 

Through  this  wbt^e  extenfive  traQ:,  the  hills  are  generally  green  on  the 
iides^  many  parts,  of  which  are  very  produ^ve  when.^ultiyated ;  and  tKe 
4Dp8(are  cdvered  with  (vch  afi.eJficeUeht'in^twe  Af.vjinws  i^^rts.of  gmf^  and 
4ieath,  as  afibrds  aknoft  oonAantly.a  f^cwe  haunt  for  nu&Ztitjudes  of  moor- 
Ibwl^  as  well  as  pafture  for  ihecip.aAd  Uack  cattle,  and.  hqrf^  Its  breadtli 
is -by  no  means  Qy  cob£^eraUe  t  ibr  thtaigh  it  reach<^  nearly  fuEteen  m|les 
pn  the  weft /iddycthreaft  does  Mitea^^  or  fix;  afid,  near  the 

middle  it  is  ib  natfrow,  as  tofbim  a  nfick  of  ;land,  whkh  oypprffeends  little 
jnoxe  than  a  mile  in  kngikh^  divi&ng  the  ifland  into  two  pfdjanfufas.  The 
4>acious  and  b^utiful  bay  of  Scalpa  ,b<hmds  the  one  fide  of  this  .ifthmus» 
and  the  bay  of  Kirkwall  the  other ;  add  the  ground  th^t  ties,  bf^^e^  them 
is  at  once  fo  flat,  fo  damp,  ami,  in  other  rejQfw^^  of  fiich  a  nature,, 4«  to 
renda:  it  probaUe  that  the  £ea  iome  tube  or  other  Imiq,  ooeufwd  the  whde 
fpace  between  them.  The  aode^  town  of  Kiikwall,  ftaods .  on  the  north 
fide  of  diis  trad:  of  land^  towards  the  ibutbHeaft  fide  gi  the  hay  of  the 
fame  name ;  and  by  a  little  rivulet  whidi  runs  throM|^  ^  puddle  of.  the 
toirri,  (over  which  a  ftone  bridge  of  .one  arch  has. been  huil(,.fof  the  ccmve- 
nience  of  tibie  inhabitants],  b  divided  into  the  old  town,  th^t  benda  j^ong 
the  bay,  and  the  new  that  ftretches  a  confiderable  way  to  diie  (bythwoKL     - 

The  country  parifh^  in  die  middk  of  .whith  the  tQyfn  (land?,  is  nitpaod 
StrOla^  which,  bef<»e  the  cathedral  of  St  Magnus  becal&e  the  ordinary  place 
of  v^osOrip/ oireveh^rhapsbe&re  its  foundation^  :ba4  a,  church  apprgfiri^ 
ated  to  it^  which  it  is. well  known  ftood  near  the  ihore  of  the  road  or  bay 
t>{  Kirkwall'  Ar<kuid  its  fite  many  of  the  houle^  yet  ftandin^  bear  fuch  e* 
videqt  maxkb  of  anciquityy  ChatLno  doiiht  caa  he  J6nt^ftaingd^  .of  their  yex^ 
early  erection  j  and  thefe  perhaps  were  fome  of  the  very  houfes  that,  from 
-  their 
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their  fitUation,  had  d)Hf(^^  OQ  ih&ay  lu  W  le«m  £rDm  anciem  atohoikles,^ 
the  name  x>{  Klrkidv^,  ot  'die  Idrk  on  the  bay^  a  name  afterAranis  (»irup6> 
ed  or  conva-ted  into  Klrkw<aJL  The  town  has  only  one  ftneec,  nc&riy  a  ntiife 
long,  wkh  many  ^cellent  hitmCm  noiged  on  each  fide  of  k,  tirhlch,  bctth 
for  die  ftyie  in  which  ibme  of  ^m  at«  ^luk,  and  the  mumes  in  which  they 
are  finidied  and  fiffbiflied,  (to  fay  nothing  a(  i3ak  neat  Btde  gardens  that 
are  annexed  to  them),  may  bear  a  compaiifon  with  thofe  of  any  iimdl  toott 
in  the  kingdOffi.  S<3versd  of  Ae  geiVdenken  of  {)rop«rty  rdide  here,  and  a 
con^iddrabtte  aVM^r  of  fhcfpbiep»i\  but  the  )x)d|yr  of  the>  pei:^  ia  catnpolied. 
of  tmd^lm^  bosftMAfi,  f«VMis,  and  dayobtooeis:  kaii  mhna.  th»  ^pofnim- 
don  of  die  cdtintfy  paii^,  whithmaiBte^  foordi  of  the  wholes  is  coafidtted,. 
die  umted  paif^bebof  l^k«n^  add  St  CHa,  ixi  whidi  ^ei»-ai«  two  t&a^/Hlk^ 
ieAtlet^fHk^  <i«MCai!H  diie -foMner  tdibut  two  dwodaAHl,  >aod  th»  laMcr  five 
ir«nA«i  iytiiitii£it&;  >  S^^n^iift  tnetydd-dhaesk  4p^^«au»'kohftve^been3i  place 
«f  «id  ifiiSUieB^jMiiiBiqtidice';  butithe  fittcure  of  its  toaftitaixia^  and  die  isxteot 
~^it8  i«»Mtt!^i«r  sHid  pii^egefe»  asJCiljoipiAiinderijt fbdeigngovaranent,  we 
Jtt«  i^  ii  ^«lit  fiief^fifte  %ftalU|tuiiMlNl  iwidi,  &r  want  cff  iudt  •docnnwacs  as 
fidghf^iiSHf^l^roarkrfbviQIoi),  Its  b«iqg  a  |>hct  of  macli  sioie,  gives  m 
l^alibnfor  b^^lng  diby  ia»|l^niliiea  .n>bm  than  brdnlaxy 4  and  ^dsatmrmc 
•^ywieM,  ^^  %i^«rd4i,  '^MXk  i^er  (te  eeffion  of  Ae^  SieeBd»^.xaaa6nati'io- 
It  by  a  t^kaatT$fiMk  the  SioiHh  Sowos^  enAia^at  into  a  Aoj^  borg^. 
'^Mhich  IMA  dUttok^aieil  b*^  two  duxsediag  msnaixSn^  iad  the  wbale  rig^ 
md^KaatE^to^fcoiU^^lvd  <fiM%  ai:  laft;  folemniy  ndfied  by  an  aid  of  Puv 
^bflfth^Mit.  ThegoMAfflttift & tinidia  hands x^  a !ProvoA,  ibiar  Mag^ftiatea,  a; 
]PtaA  ^f^XS^iUflv  'TsOifiifefi,  ^imd  fifttsh  :odier  membaEs^  wfaicii  te^;t^diG^  com*- 
pofe^^a  X>>une^^  tluft  mMb  «t  Miehaefanas  cnoery  year  for  die  ftai^pofe  of  altera 
D«tely  deditig  and  b^t^  de^ed,  and  4tt  c^er  dnes  A»  cdie£t  and  dtfpenfe 
^  (>Ci(blic  ftiadS)  'ab4  cranfa^  the  other  •btKinefaes  of  bufioefe  of  ib»  cpmtiu*- 
«k^»  Kiikw«ai,  wi^  die^Mir  nnn&em  buighS)  Widq,  DomocH,  Taia  ani- 
X^gwaA^,  thooTe  a  barged  to  irqmfent  dian  in  die  Bntidi.  ParUaipeat  lo^ 
this  ti»w»,  the  Sh^tiff,  die  Adwii^  die  Ciomnuflary,  and  iu^ce.  of  P^ata- 
Cotiftts^  ai«  idfo  eo^ioitidly^  oouveD&d  for  the  adtmniftniBMCi  bf  juftioe ;  and 
:■■:■.  for 


♦  Torfxus.  Orkncinga  Saga,  &c^ 
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far  the  cognizance  and  reguhdon  of  «xjteftaftic4l  pi^ttare,  the  three  Prefby- 
tecies  of  which  the  provincial  fynod  is  compoTed,  and  alio  the  fynod  itfdf^ 
meet  at  leaft  once  a  year,  or  oftener,  according  to  circufi>ftai»ce8*  Here  ja 
2^0  a  coilomhoufe  and  poft^i^ce,  and  a  ftore-hoxife,  into  whipH  .^r^  colled- 
ed  die  r^its,  that  are  moftly  paid  in  kind,  of  both  dse  bifhopncif:  and  earldom, 
vfaiipfa  are  generally  let  in  lea£e  to  merchaj^,  who  fem^d^eg  dUpp^e  pjf  them 
here^  fomedmes  i/snd  them  cut  of  th^  country* 

There  are  alfo  in  it  public  buildijjg8,  Aniong  ithcfp  may  be  reckoned 
tlie  townrhoufe^  Supported  oh  piJiars,  ^xrtmg  ft  pia^  in  fkpt^t^  a^d  i^  eve- 
ry reQ>e£k  a  neat  and  commodious  bpiidi^g/  the  fii^  flory  of  which  k  divid- 
^  into  apartments  for  a  common  prlfop,  the  fefiQfii  ^T  ^  ^^^^^^J-^h 
with  a  large  room  adjoining  lor  the  courts  of  jij#i^ }  an4  the  higheft  is  fet 
apart  as  a  lodge  for  the  aceommodaliop  qf  the  fiaqei^t  paternity  (jf  free  ma^ 
fim&  To  the  >veft  of  this,  And  alt  no  gne^  d^l^?^,  ^e  jd^e  ichool-4ioufes, 
in  w^ich  ar^  taught  due  feVfir^fi.  brwphe^  oi  Bj^gU^  ^ed^cadon^  Gredc, 
Jjit^Qy  and  Mathemikdca.  Thfl^^»  however,  ape  tnfliqig,  compared  with  the 
XKia{h  of  jtbe  ^fhop  and  E^r^A  jpt^ms  ^^  9S^  opc^  g,  plaqf  of  great 
ftomgth,  ai^  at  dieicjietd  thp^  ysavfAiii^  {ple  th^  p^ednd  oi  St  Magnus. 
£or  nqkhkig,  ^oweyto,  is  it.m<tfe  c»l(fcr»tfl4  ^th^  £pf  its  c^s^g^ll^  jiarbour, 
kro^r  ^^  dfid  ciftactom,  vrath  ^  k^KXQta  q£  jol^y  (9  £x?b,  ^pd  a  depth  of 
watar  ib  ccmvenient,  jas  tt>  afiprd  m^chffi^^fctr  ftii|pp  <^  a  laxge  iiz^,  and  in 
gyeat  mmtihcBs.    '  *   ' 

ToiaEardsitB  fohtth^aft^dfi;  tiirae  ace  ri^litQ  bf^  i^n.^  veftig^^f  a  veijr 
mde  temponiry  fort  tifoosmx  Mp  Qfirthe  %i|r  <)f  t^  occ^)Qn;by  fOEver  Crom-« 
wdl ;  ^and  on  die  oppo^ifide  joif  die  hiif  aac^tb^r  pf  th^  iamfi^kind  has  evi* 
deotly  been  marked  Qut,in.ondq^  that  jdbey  m^t  coc^)er^  in  either  annoy- 
ing or  proteding.dieJiadMMir*      •  ; 

.;  .Moftof  Jthe)la<idsinithe  puSdif^M:  8t,<^  fks^  lye  arq9n4  Kidcwall,  for- 
merly made  ^p^  of  die  teii^Me)r^ity  of  1^  biihopocl:  Qf  Oirji^iey,  and  were 
feofid  dydxqr  atithe  ftefecmatioa,  ior  onifb^/profpe^  of  thej^it^on  of  £pif^ 
tapacj.    Somt  of  ithem  jadbnged  alibt^QJ^.prebea^afies  of  St  Peter,  &c. 

iiksihf  ifotl  in  many  putt  of  dieqfi  is  good^  i^ch  its  have  &Uen  into 
(xifig^te  hands  have  been  pardy  enclofed  and  culdvated ;  but  thofe  that  have 
been  granted  to  the  town,  on  condidon  it  is  faid  of  their  fuppordng  the 
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cathedral  of  St  Magnus,  in^  are  ftill  in  die  Hands  of  the  commtinity,  re^ 
main,  from  various  caufes,  in  the  fame  rude  and  uncultivated  ftate  as  befcaie^ 
though  equally  fufceptible  of  improvement  A  very  great  propcntion  of 
them  is  ftill  an  imdivided  common,  belonging  joindy  to  the  town  and  pi- 
vate  gendemen,  all  of  which  almoft  is  capable  of  fubftantial  melioradon ; 
and  if  ever  agriculture  flourifh  here,  diat  land  will  not  only  ferve  to  increafe 
the  revenue  of  individuals,  and  augment  the  town's  funds,  but  alio  furnifh' 
more  ample  provifion  for  the  inhabitants. 

The  Bay  of  Inganefs,  on  the  eaftem  extremity  of  this  parifh,  is  fo  weB 
fheltered  from  the  weft  wind,  which  here  is  commonly  the  moft  violent, 
and  fo  commodious  in  other  refpedls,  that  fome  feafaring  men  of  reputation 
prefer  it  as  a  harbour  even  to  the  road  of  Kiitwall. 

Toward  the  eaft,  it  is  bounded  by  the  united  parifhes  of  St  Andrews  and 
Deernefs,  that  confift  of  an  extenfive  trad:  of  plain  ground,  fome  part  of 
which  is  tolerably  well  cultivated.  They  reach  in  that  quarter  to  the  far- 
theft  part  of  the  msdn  land.  To  thefe  pariihes  a  road  was  made  many  years 
ago,  on  which  has  been  eredfed  a  ftone  bridge,  confiftmg  of  two  arches,  over 
a  dangerous  rivulet;  and  diefe  improvements,  however  trifling  they  may 
appear,  by  facilitating  the  conununication  with  Kirkwait,  have  already  had 
fome  influence  on  their  condition.  The  mune  of  the  one  pariih  feems  to  be 
derived  from  the  tutelar  faint  of  Scotland,  to  whom  the  church  is  dedicated, 
and  that  of  the  other  from  the  deers,  which,  tradition  lays,  formerly  fi^ 
qiiented  this  peamfula,  in  which  at  that  time  ftood  a  foccft,  that  rendered  it 
d'fit  habitation  for  them.  In  fupport  of  this  tradition,  it  may  be  cd)ferved, 
that  in  a  peat-mofs  here,  deers'  homs  are  £ud  to  have  been  found  deep  bw- 
fied  in  the  earth,  the  roots  of  trees  dug  up,  and  hazel  nuts  in  numbers  dis- 
covered, to  all  appearance  entire,  but  totally  without  kernels.  * 

In  fupport  of  this  opinicm,  we  are  told,  that  in  a  deluge  of  rain  and  ^on- 
feqtient  inuhdatieri,  die  roots  of  thefe  trees  were  extremely  noKDiftened  and 
Ibofened  in  the  earth,  to  which  a  violent  ftormof  windfucceeding,  the  whole 
was  (battered,  broken,  overturned,  and  configned  to  deftmdion.  f  To 
conipenfate  for  the  lo(s  thus  (uftained,  a  gold  mine  is  faid  to  have  been  cBfco- 
*  vered 

^  Bleau's  Adas.    Wallace^  Defcription  of  the  Orkney  IflancU. 
'      f  Ben.  MS.  Adv.  Lib.  Edinburgh. 
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vered  here  about  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  centtuy^  which  waK-  {oon     lSO§k. 
deferted  dirough  fear  and  fuperftition.  * 

Near  the  very  top  of  the  Mull,  (which  fignifies  a  promontory),  f  and  the 
boundaiy  of  the  mainland  to  the  north-eaft,  a  chape)  had  been  reared  iii  the 
dark  ages,  the  accefs  to  which  is  equally  difficult  and  dangerous ;  and  thi^ 
circumftance,  perhaps,  no  lefs  than  other  motives,  might  have  contfibiit^ 
to  render  it  a  place  of  devout  pi^mage,  into  which  the  people  tocA:  great 
delight  frequently  to  fcramble,  ki  order  to  perform  their  vows,  and  leave 
their  fuperftitious  oHations.  For  fome  time  paft  they  have  begun  to  fee  the 
folly  of  a  praftice  {o  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of  rational  religion.. 

This  parifh  of  Deemefs  forms  a  peninfula,  which,  from  the  M uU-^head 
of  Deemefs  to  the  iilhmus  that  divides  it  from  the  other,  ia  in  length  upJ- 
wards  of  four  miles,  and  varies  in  iMreadth  finom  one  to  three,  chiefly  on  ac- 
count of  the  large  and  beautifully  winding  harbour  of  Deer  found.  Thi^ 
harbour,  which  fep^rates  the  pariihes  fix)m  one  another,  is  nearly  in  the  dl* 
redion  of  N;  E.  a«d  S.  W.,  four  miles  kmg,  from  one  ta  two  and  a  half 
broad.  Its  entrance  is  from  the  north ;  and  as  it  is  fiuTO&nded  with  land  on 
every  fide,  has  a  bottom  ef  clay  mixed  with  fand^  and  a  fufficient  depth  of 
water,  it  cannot  fail  ta  be  an  excdlent  harbotuv 

The  papulation  of  thefe  pariihes  dees  not  at  prefent  exceed  foiuteea  hun^ 
dred% 

Turning  from  them  toward  the  fouft,  a  laige  tra^  of  high  land  prefents 
Ttfelf,  of  a  yarpha  or  dkep  peat  fc^  mo&ij  covered  widh  heathy  and'  crowd- 
ed widi  moorfo^,  on  the  firadi*  fide  of  which  fies  the  parifh  ef  Hohn^ 
^reading  at  greA  length  aloag  the  ptea£mtiy  winding  Hohn  found; 

From  eaft  to  wefl  this  parifh  is*  in  length  near  five  miles,  and  in  breadth 
not  above  one.  It  was  formerly  divided  into  two,  wi&  the  nimies  df  Holm 
and  Paplky.  The  divifi^n  on  the  wefl  had  probably  die  firft  luune  pven  it;, 
from  a  fitde  Ifland  m  the  found  called  LamMiohn  or  Lamon ;  and-  the  eafti 
em  difbi£t  as  probably  derived  die  name  it  bore  from  the  people  who  at  a 
very  esffly  period  inhabited  that-  fertile  and  beautiful  diffai^     They  have 

D-  long. 

^  Bcu.  MS.  AdY.  Lib.  Ediribnn^,  f  Ihre,  Glof.  Suigoih* 
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long  hem  vtnited  under  their  prefent  name,,  and  form  one  of  the  moft  coo^ 
pad  and  profperous  parifties  in  the  country.  Through  its  whole  extent  the 
(o^  is  thin  and  ftony^  compofed  of  a  mixture  oi  clay  and  faody  to^^n  ;  but 
M  moil  of  the  ct^tivated  land  lies  on  a  gentle  declivity  frondng  the  fouth^ 
^and  ia  at  the  fame  time  better  improved  than  other  parts,  their  crops  an^ 
HOC  unfrequendy  better  than  thofe  6f  their  nei^ibpur&  Their  bouies  are 
well  built,  dean,  and  neat  ^  their  litde  gardens  in  good  order ;.  and,  befKlei 
lrai^^lg  bear  and  oats,  one  fees  with  pleasure  litde  patches  of  their  hrrm  en- 
dofed,  where  they  have  feme  of  the  artificial  grailes  in  much  perfection. 

Flax,  alfo,  for  many  years  paft,  has  been  raifed  vndi  eSkCt  in  this  paC- 
tifh  by  the  ordinary  farmers,  who,  in  the  winter  ie^on,  pr  other  intervals 
of  agncidtural  labour,  pr^re  fmd  drefs  it,  when  the  females  of  the  £unily 
fpin  it  to  be  manufadured  into  linen,  of  a  grifi  or  fineoe&  between  nine 
fxxd  eighteen  hundred,  which  is  commonly  ibid  at  the  Englifli  msrket  for  a 
;gpod  price,  to.  the  .amount  of  twenty  thoufand  yards  i^mu^ly. 

Not^tbflan^g  the  conifoitable  condition  of  thefe  pec^le,  their  number 
bav^  decreaied  fince  the  iurvey  was  taken  for  eilablUhing  the  fund  in  Scot*»> 
land  for  the  miniilers'  widows ;  £or  at  that  time,  or  about  ten  years  after^ 
wards,  they  amounted  to  eleven  hundred  and  eighty^five,  Where4S.now  they 
cannot  be  faid  to  e^H^eed  feven  h^ndr^  The  vahied  rent  of  the  paiiih  is 
two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty-five  pounds  Scots,  befides  fi:adions> 
and  the  real  rent  feven  hundred  pouzKls  Sterling* 

Bending  our  couHe  weftward  along  the  poft*road  that  leads  to  Kirkwall^ 
keeping,  in  view  the  foujth  ftK>fe^  we  ag^n  pafs  through  a  com^  of  St  Ola, 
around  the  B9.y  oC  Scaj^.;  a^d  iifter  travefiir^,  ovetf  an  extenfive  trad  of 
high,  broken,  wet,  nxarihy  groutwi,  ^m«r  the  more  fertile  parts  of  the  pa- 
tiih  of  Orphir. .  Thtf  eaft  fid?  of  this  pianQi^.fpr  ibme  length,  4s  at  firft  fight 
Tery  ^x^promj^i|)ig»  ^alkfik  and  barren^  the  foil  a  brc^en  peat-mofs  cut  down 
from  dme  to  timet  for  fuel,-Or  waflbed  pfF  by  the,  wat^ ;  here  and  there  a 
ic^it^  paDch  of  cultivated  hody  with  a  few  dr^ir^  AmggHag.houies,  and 
tl>e  fi»fl|C^  even  icanti)y  coveii^dl.with.hfathip. .  But  die  centre  of  the  pariflii 
m^es  ample  amends  for  this  fcene  of  fl^itjr.  In  advancing  forward,  the 
foil  improves  firft  w^mfmxtme  of^aofeandciay^  Aeft  tnto  one  compound- 
ed of  fand,  clay  and  gravel;  and  at  lafl,  4t  difcovters  a  rich  loam,  Aat  predo- 
minates 
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mitisuit^ref  a^  ladrge  tt^St  m  ibe  middle.  The  grain  nufed  here;  more  on 
iccoufit  of  the  excellence  of  the  fell  than  li\e  fkiU  of  the  &nners,  is  rathetf 
better  than  in  &ime  other  phides ;  and  what  adds  to  the  fame  eflfedit^  is  their 
Daakrng  life  of  compoft  manure  in  preference  to  fea-weed,  which  is  found^. 
wherenrar  it  is  nfed  fblely,  to  ^poil  the  qnaKty  of  the  grain.  Befides  culti- 
vating their  little  ifarms,  the  ordinary  empioyment  of  the  people  is  ta  fumifh 
pedt  to  fcmie  of  the  neighbouring  people  that  are  in  want  of  that  article^ 
and  to  bum  a  Iktle  kelp  in  the  feafon  j  and  while  they  are  en^loyed  occa« 
fionally  through  die  whote  year  in  catching  cooths  or  fiUbcks,  properly  coal- 
fifh,  a  part  dF  their  time  is  fp^nt  in  fifhing  the  dog-fifh,  for  obtadning  its  oil, 
|q  fummen  Mackerel  and  herring  often  vifit  dtefe  coafts,  the  former  of 
i^diich  are  fometimes  caught  in  finatl  numbers.;  but  the  letter,  ei^er  from 
vrant  of  &ill)  induftry  or  capital,  are  fuffered  to  pafs  by  in  myriads*  But 
im  fcandiatous  negled;  c(C  what  might  contribute  fo  mudi  not  only  to  their 
wealth,  *m  their  comfort,  is  fo  far  from  being  confined  to  Aem  alone,  that 
It  attaches  equally  to  the  othar  xt)llabitante  of  Orkneys  Befides  thefe  and 
many  other  kim^  of  fifh^,  diey  harye  trouts  in  the  Waukmill  Lodi  in  abund- 
ance, which  is  perhaps- the  reafon  that  otters  haunt  it  fo  often,  and  with  £0 
9i^}dkfefitmng  filtis&dion.  Befides  the  advantages  of  escceBent  grain  andpfenty 
ef  fifh,  the  inhabiunts  are  fi>  fortunate  as  to  procure  hec^  by  dibe  fihequent  uie 
^  a  chalybeate  fpring^  in  the  virtue  of  whick  they  place  fuch^impUdt  confidence 
as  fuperfedes  the  neceffity  of  medicine-  A  harbour,^  fit  only  for  fmall  fhips^, 
at  Howtoa,  is^^  only  one  in  the  parifh  ;J^  but  it  has  acquired  celebrity 
from  being  the  icene  of  fome  xemaikable  txmn&^^iona  of  old,  when  the  par* 
liih  cont^med  the  pakoe^  and  was  die  chief  refidence  of  Eari  Paul:  and  other- 
^admt  Cdui^  of  Orkneys.  From  the  high  ground  tp  the  nordi^  near  the 
^ace  whisre  dial  paboe  U  flippoied  to  have  been  fituated^  there  is,  a  view  as 
cxtenfive  aS:  it  is  pkaian^  Tq^  the  eaft  die  eye  is  deKgfated  with  the  wind- 
^  and  indieated  ihores  of  die  mainland^  the  cultivated  fields,  fiiehered  firpm 
ikke  nc^thern  Uaft  by  the  hills  m  diat  direction,  the  fbuth  ifle&:undei^the  me- 
ridum  fun,  ^nd  the  i^  cootcafiikig  it&if  as  it  advances  wefbvard,  till  it  is  loii 
lo^d^  Atlantic  Ocean^  vriththe  romantic  hills  of  Hoy,  Waes,  and  Strathr 
9aver^  terminating  the  varied  profpe<3:^ 


*  Paroc}ua  bonum  portom  pifcatoribus  prxbcns.     Ben.  MS.  Adv*  Lib.  Edinburgh*. 
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As  we  turn  to  the  aortb-weft,  on  leaving  this  ftdptOt^  we  enter  the 
united  parifhes  of  Frith  ^and  Stennis,  where  die  iirft  djijed  that  flrikes  the 
attention  is  a  plain  b^ween  two  hills,  covered  ynxk  a  number  of  little  hill* 
ocks  or  artificial  tumuliy  at  only  a  fmaU  diftance  from  one  another.  Thoii^ 
^is  has  evidently  been  a  field  of  battle,  as  the  ftyle  of  the  monuments  re- 
fers to  a  remote  period,  it  cannot  contain  the  graves  of  die  Eaii  of  Caith-> 
nefs  and  his  troc^s,  who  fell  at  the  batde  of  Bigfwell  or  Summerdale,  in  the 
iixteenth  century.  Here  the  Loch  of  Stennis  opens  to  the  view  in  all  its 
beauty.  Rifing  at  the  head  of  the  Bay  of  Cairfton,  from  the  Bridge  of 
Waith,  through  which  the  tide  m  fome  meafure  alternately  fills  and  empties 
It,  the  diredion  of  it  is  north-weft  to  the  extent  of  five  miles ;  and  dividing 
near  die  middle  into  two,  by  the  names  of  the  Lochs  of  Stennis  and  Har- 
ray,  it  on  the  whole  forms  a  pleafant  fheet  of  water.  Trout  in  vaft  num-» 
bers,  and  of  an  excellent  quality,  are  caught  here^  as  are  alfo  flounders  and 
fome  other  kinds  of  fifh  ;  and  in  the  part  of  it  fiutheft  north,  known  by  the 
name  of  Eburray^  in  which  there  are  many  finall  holms,  ieveral  i^pectes  of 
wildrfowl,  as  fwans,  ducks,  lapwings,  gulls,  terns,  and  mergaufeis^  build  ia 
vaft  humbers. 

*     The  celd>rated  ftones  of  Stennis,  confifting  of  a  circle  and  iemidrcle, 
\rjf%        widi  a  few  placed  apparently  irregular,  fland  on  the  banks  of  this  loch^ 
^         whare  the  land  ftretches  out  at  both  fides,  and  nearly  divides  it  in  two  at 
the  Bridge  of  Broigar. 

Along  its  eaft  fide,  for  a  confiderable  fpace,  are  fbme  beautifiil  fields  of 
natural  grafs,  among  rich  ones  of  cultivated  land,  near  which  are  houfes  in 
confiderable  numbers,  well  built,  and  uncommonly  neat  in  their  appearance.; 
They  are  occupied,  at  leaft  foifte  of  them,  by  men  here  called  Udallers^ 
who  are  litde  proprietors  of  land,  that  has  never  been  held  by  the  feudal 
tenure,  nor  fubje<aed  to  either  fervice  or  payment  to  any  fupai<»r.  Had 
thefe  the  induftry  to  avail  themfelves  of  plenty, of  excdlent  marl  in  their 
vicinity,  they  might  loon  render  their  farms  and  litde  eftates  fiur  more  pro* 
dudtive  and  valuable.  This  excellent  manure  is,  however,  fom^mes  fought 
after ;  and  in  digging,  in  order  to  procure  it,  the  horns  and  bones  of  ftags 
have  been  found  under  a  layer  of  peat-mofe,  funk  to  a  very  confideraUtf 
4q)th. 

Marl 
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Marl  of  the  fame  frudfifying  nature  is  alfo  found  In  the  parish  of  Frith, 
where  there  is  the  lame  inattention  to  its  application.  TTie  road  from  Stennis 
thither  is  through  a  narrow  defile  of  no  great  length,  terminated  by  the  lof^ 
bay  of  Frith,  around  which,  on  all  fides,  near  the  bottom  of  the  adjacent  hills, 
there  is  a  confideraUe  extent  of  flat  ground,  fertile,  tolerably  well  cultivated, 
and  populous,  compofing  the  principal  part  of  that  parifh.  To  the  bay  ctf 
Frith  fwans  refort,  as  well  as  to  the  lodi  of  Stennis,  in  winter ;  and  befidet 
many  fpecies  of  fifh,  oyfters  are  tsdcen  in  it,  frequendy  of  a  large  fize,  and 
at  the  fame  time  of  fuch  an  excellent  quality,  as  not  only  to  equal  thoTe  of 
the  Forth,  but  even  to  vie  with  the  much  admired  ones  of  Golchefler. 

The  name  Stennis,  it  is  moft  likely,  has  been  derived  from  the  flanding 
flones,  and  is  a  contra^ion  of  Stonehoufe;  and  little  doubt  can  be  enteiv 
tained,  that  die  other  name  took  its  origin  from  the  word  Fiord^  which,  ia 
both  Icelandic  and  Norwegian,  fifler  dialeds  of  the  Gothic  language,  is  of 
die  fame  import  with  Fretun  or  Frith,  in  allufion  to  that  long  frith-like  bay 
that  lies  as  it  were  in  its  bofom.  Peat-mofles  of  di£ferent  kinds  boimd  the 
latter  on  the  iiorth,  in  wluch  Is  dug  turf  that  proves  excdlent  frid ;  and  in 
one  of  them,  in  particular,  are  found,  pretty  deep  buried  in  that  fubftance, 
not  only  the  roots,  but  flems  of  trees,  much  larger  than  any  that,  for  many 
ages  pafl,  have  grown  in  the  country. 

In  direfling  our  view  ftill  Luther  north,  we  meet  with  the  united  pa* 
rifhes  of  Etie  iand  Rendal,  extending  along  the  fhores  of  the  mainland  to 
the  diflance  of  ten  miles  In  length,  and  irom  one  to  two  in  bresKith,  contain- 
ing a  large  quantity  of  fine  land,  equally  fit  for.nufing  com  and  forpaflm*- 
age.  Situated  on  a  gende  declivity  toward  the  north,  and  in  the  nei^bour- 
hood  of  the  fhores,  where  there  is  no  want  of  plenty  of  excellent  materials, 
they  might  be  enclofed  and  improved  at  a  moderate  expence,  and  with  ad«- 
•vantage  to  the  proprietors.  They  are,  notwidifbanfing,  in  the-  fame  fbte 
with  others  whofe  circimiflances  and  fituatibn  2*0  lefs  favourable  j  much  of 
the  land  is  runrig ;  the  grafs  is  common  to  many  of  the  adjoining  tenants; 
and  the  houfes  are  both  poor  in  themfelves,  and  fituated  with  very  little  re- 
gard to  conveniency.  Even  the*  feat  <^  one  of  the  principal  proprietors, 
though  pleafandy  fituated  by  the  fea^fide  in  the  midft  of  a  'laigg  extent  of 
&ie  ground,  is  in  no  higher  degree  of  cultivation  than  the  litde  farms  ad- 
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jftcent  Aikeme:^^  ^hieh  is  the  name  of  this  beautiful  fpot,  has,  on  the 
one -hand  of  it,  a  bay  of  the -fame  namei  where  fhips  of  two  hundred  tOM 
burden  may.  find  convenient  i^nchorage ;  an4  on  tbe  other,  a  pleaf^t  lake 
of  deep  water  ikirted  with  grafs,  to  which  th^  fapwing,  gull,  coot,  and  duiky 
£robe  refert  in  Cummer  in  vaft  numb^^  for  incubation.  The  hills,  whidi 
ftre  moftly  common,  fupport  three  thoufaad  fl^e^,  which  are  at  all  timea 
iuflfered to  rpam  at latge  without  a.fliqpberd;  $M  «vep  the  fwine^  which 
are  known  to  be  (b  pernicious  to  ikldsof.  every  fort,  are  under  no  tfkore  re^ 
i^minti  (hough  their  number;  e^^cpeds  four  or  .five  hundred*  The  cattle  afuj 
horfes  wtiiieh  thefe  pariOies  maintato  are  in  ppop^rdion.  The  arable  ground 
amountis  to  twdve  hundred  pUnks,  each  containing  forty  fathom$  iquare; 
what  is  In  pafture,  four  time$  that  quw*ity  j  and  th|^  rent^  of  the  wbole^ 
#|c(;h>fiyeJy/of  tfee:Mp  (hore^  l^hich  produce  twenty  tons  of  kelp  anwally^ 
'is  very.  little  ltfs:4te«i:eig^  ^ui>dre4  pomdf  ^Sterliijg*  ,  Tbe  people  ^e  em- 
f!jicJy«jT4ri(»ii^y$Jow»  few  of  theffli  b^iftg  tT»dofmef%  f<imo  iaikMrs,  none  of 
-tilteift  j^&erj'fey  pyofeflSon,  th(»ig;h  their  fitu^on  i^  favourable  to  this  em^ 
plOymept  i  »Rd^  boweyer  wpro^uftive  tbeu*  hhfW  may  be^  they  are  alh 
;8*Qft  aWiof  ;them  fdmie  way  or  otl^er  employe^ip^thB  ci^vajtioi>  of  the  land» 
j^hkJi,  with  very  little  aidi,  fqppcat*  a  pQpMt|i,tioa  of  fixjeea  hundred; 

.  Many  excellent  fifh,  fuch  as  cod,  Uog^  dpg^fiihi  hf^Jdock^s  (^?(^i:  holir 
but,  fillocks,  and  cooths,  ot  the  coal-fiih,  of  diiferei^  ageS)  frequent  thefe 
coafts,  and  are  fouxetimes  caught  vhen  the  weather  permits^  «  when  the 
people  fipd'leiiure,  or  are  pronpipt^by  want  ox  inclination.  Few  places^ 
when  all  cit-cumftances  are  eonfidered^  &em  mfore  iaifourable  than  this  for  a 
fi&iAg  ftatioUt  %    . 

Along  the  (hore$  erf  Evie  there  ajre  feveral  of  Uwfe  ancient  monuments,, 
known  by  the  naine  of  Phas-hpufeg,  a9.  well,  asi  w  other  parilhes  fimilarly 
fituate^  Some;  tu^muJi  or  barrows  are  Bkewife.  to^  be  feep ;  but  all  thefe^ 
and  alio  the  church  of  St  Nicholas,  havie  ivw  f^^ed  to  exhibit  the  property 
which  they  formerly  hspi,  of  noftumal  illutninalion.  *  ; 
. . :  A  ridge  of  hiHs  ruttm«ig  weft  till  it  terminates  in  Cofta4iead,  oonftantly 
^covered  with  a  variety  of  rock  birda,  feparates  them  frcw  tjhe  ejitenfive,  fer- 
tile, and  populo*zs  parifl^e*  erf  Pkia  and  Harra.     Thefe  united  pari(hcs,  one 
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of  which  is  fituated  on  the  ftiote*  of  the  Athotlc,  of  a  dry,  rich  foil,  indife 
ferently  cultivated — the  other  moi^  inland,  more  wet,  and  lefs  produdive, 
were  anciently  known  by  the  name  of  the  province  of  Dergishcrad, 

For  the  origin  of  this  name,  which  founds  but  harfh  to  a.Britifh  ear,  in 
tarn  do  we  fearch,  a8  has  been  the  fafhion  for  fome  time  paft,  either  the 
Celtic  language,  or  ^ven  any  of  what  axe  ftyled  the  leamcd  languages ;  fmce 
thofe  that  haVe  made  the  attempt,  have  as  yet  prodtu»i  nothing  fatis- 
fadory., 

.  Had  they,  inftead  of  looking  into  thefe  for  information  refpefling  the 
north,  turned  their  attention  to  the  dialers  of  the  Gothic,  one  of  which 
was  once  fpoken  here,  their  labours  on  the  fubjed:  of  antiquity  might  have 
been  both  more  inftrudive  and  more  fuccefsful.  In  thefe  we  are  .informed^ 
Birgis  or  Birfa  fignifies  hunting,  and  Harad,  now  Hara,  a  territory ;  and  if 
thefe  derivations  be  juft,  the  conciufioh  would  naturally  be,  that  thefe  pa- 
rifties  of  old  compofed.a  diftrid  deftined  principally,  if  not  folely  to  the 
amufejnent  of  hunting. *  This  is  by  no  naeans  improbable;  for  before 
Kirkwall  was  a  place  of  any  great  note,  the  princes  perhaps^  and  certainly 
the  counts,  and  even  the  biihofte,  had  thehr  diief  refideoce  in  Birf^^ ;  and  it 
is  aknoft  neeiUeid  to  obferVe,  th«t  in  a  barbartru^  age,  when  war  is  the  bu- 
fio^  of  men  of  riank  and  fortune,  hunting  very  fddorn  &ils  to  be  thdr 
favourite  amuiei6ent  Neither  are  their  nacture,  their  form,  nor  their  di-» 
menfions  ill  adapted  fo  that  purpoffc  Their  weftem  extremity  is  a  flat,  fer- 
tile, and  rkher  narrow  tradt  of  Itoid^  which  opens  gradually  towards  the 
eaft,  till  it  fweUs  at  length  lo  an  immenfe  amphitheatre,  bounded  by  the 
hills  of  Sandwick^  OrpUr,  and  Rendal  Galne  was  alfo  perhaps  found 
there  iil  abundtace.  Befides  what  they  at  prefent  contain,  there  were  for- 
toierly,  it  is  evideii^t,  fome  other  kinds,  fuch  as  hares,  and  feveral  forts  of 
Jred  and  fallow  deer,  the  hems  of  which  have  been  often  dug  from  the 
earth  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

To  this  5t  maj^  be  added,  that  feveral  beautiful  hkes  of  diflferent  fizes  are 
difperfed  through  this  diflrid,  with  fome  pretty  large  rivuletft  interfering  it 
in  variouflT  dirediotis  ;  and  as  the  former  erf  thefe  contain  plenty  of  fwans^ 
^ki,  and  othet  watdr  fowl,  fo  both  of  them  abound  in  thofe  kinds  of  fiih. 
A  that 

*  Birfai  vounri.    Htrad^  tpttklrium.    Ibre^  dot  Sulgoth. 
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that  generally  frequent  frefh  water,  all  of  which  might  have  contributed  to* 
vary,  as  well  as  to  enlarge  the  fphere  of  the  amufement. 

Thefe  parifhes  difcover  at  prefent  much  difference  of  foil,  fome  pretty 
deep,  fome  thin  or  fhallow,  fome,  efpecially  in  Birfa,  dry  and  fandy ;  where- 
as in  Harra  it  is  moftly  of  a  deep  clay,  fometimes  intermixed  with  groimd 
that  is  wet  and  fwampy.  Though,  in  feveral  parts  of  them,  marl  erf  an 
excellent  kind  might  be  had  with  little  expence  or  labour,  the  inhabitants 
have  hitherto  made  very  litde  ufe  of  this  as  manure,  but  fatisfied  themfelves 
with  a  fcanty  portion  of  compoft  of  dung  and  earth,  to  raife  alternately 
bear  and  oats,  when  they  might  have  added  to  them,  not  only  fome  other 
kind  of  grain,  and  ^  of  a.  fuperior  quality,  but  alfo  flax  and  hemp  in  great 
perfe(3:ion. 

For  want  of  an  accurate  furvey,  we  cannot  determine  the  proportion  be- 
tween the  land  in  tillage,  and  what  is  entirely  uncultivated ;  but  the  whole 
is  believed  to  amount  to  fifty-eight  fquare  miles,  including  the  lochs  already 
mentioned,  fome  of  which  it  would  be  no  great  diflSculty  to  drain,  and  thua 
add  much  valuaWe  land  to  the  parifhes. 

The  people  are  employed  on  their  litde  farms  in  fining  and  harveft;  in 
lummer  they  bum  not  more  than  twenty  tons  of  kelp  at  an  average  ;  and^ 
filling  up  the  intervals  with  catching  the  ordinary  kinds  of  fifh  for  their  own 
cohftjmption,  they  fuppcMt  themfelves  without  aid  from  others,  though  the 
popuktioa  be  fo  confiderable  as  to  amount  to  two  thoufand. 

Some  naonuments  of  antiquity  may  ftill  be  feen  there,  among  which  may 
be  reckoned  die  ruins  of  that  magnificent  palace,  reared  by  the  ancient  Earls, 
iituated  on  a  beautiful  green  ^t,  near  die  church  on  the  fea-fide,  fronting 
what  is  called  the  Burgh  of  Birfa.  This  laft  is  a  £aiall  portion  of  pretty 
high  land,  which  the  force  of  the  ocean  has  broken  off  from  the  mainland; 
and  formed  into  a  feparate  ifland,  to  which  there  is  acceis.  by  land  only  at 
low  water. 

From  the  remains  of  a  wall  yet  to  be  feen  on  the  Iand*fi(fe,  and  the  marks 
of  fome  huts  within  it,  there  is  much  reafon  to  believe  that,  as  the  name 
Burgh  *  imports,  it  muft  have  been,  like  fome  odiers  through  the  iflands, 
what  may  be  denominated  a  rock  fortification.     In  ^  later  period,  it  ferved 


*  Ihre  I  Borg,  or  Buighi  Munimentunk 
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a  y&f  (Mfierent  pnrpoiey  as  there  are  in*  the  rem^diis  of  it  a  chapel,  faidta 
have  been  dedicated  to  St  Peter,  which,  tike  its  fdlow  in  the  burgh  of  Deer-^ 
Hefs,  was,  till  of  lajte,  a  place  of  jpilgrimage,  and  the  receptacle  of  many  a> 
devout  oblation.  Time,  operating  with  other  drcumftanees,  has  now  de-* 
ftroyed  the  credit  of  their  xdrtues. 

Pid!s-houfes  are  atfb  very  frequent,  fome  of  which  confer  names^  on^ 
places,  of  which  Cafbagoe  may  ferve  as  an  example. 

Single  ereft  monumental  ftones  are  not  unfrequent  .  Of  diefe,  one  by 
itfelf  gives  the  name  of  Stanegarth  to  a  piece  of  excellent  land  that  lies  a- 
Yound  it  J  two,  known  by  the  name  of  Stanerandy,  (land  on  a  tumulus  or 
barrow  ;  and  three,  of  a  much  finaller  fize,  amidft  a  number  of  very  large* 
tumuli,  concerning  which  even  tradition  vaitures  not  to  give  any  opinion. 

The  names  of  many  of  the  places  here  are  evidenriy  of  Norwegian  ex- 
tiudtion..    This:  need  excite  no  wonder,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  in  Har-' 
ra,  on  account  of  its  diftance  from  the  fea,  atnd,  of  confequence,  Utde,in- 
tercourfe  wit^  ftrangers,  this  language  was  %oken  both  inr^  greater  purity, 
and  to  a  later  peri(»d,  than  in  any  of  the  other  iflandk 

MarUe  and  alabafter  are  Caid  to  have  been  dt£covered  both  at  Buquoy 
and  Swanay  in  Bificu     Turmng  Scorn,  thefe!  parifhes,  and  advancing  foudv 
with  the  ocean  on  our  right  hand,  and  in  fight,  we  next  enter  the  united, 
pariihes  of  Stromneis  and  Sandwick,  by  far  the  mod  exteufive  and  popu- 
lous of  any  tfiat  have  yet  been  mentioned.     Toward  the.  weft  and  fouih-> 
wdl,  th^  form  die  boundary  of  the  mainland ;  dieir.  names  are  derived,^ 
the  former  fr^om  the  ihape  oi  the  land,  which-  ftretches  to  fome  length  in 
the  face  of  a  ftrong  current,  *  and  the  latter  from  a  lai^  iandy  bay,  f .  fur-* 
rounded  with:  fome  of  the  fineft  and  beft  cukivsAed  land  in  the  whole  pa- 
rifli.     They  exhibit  throu^  their  whole  extent  great  diveriity  >  of  furface. : 
Their  weft  fide  is  in  general  high,  fom^ng  a  part  6£  the  ridge  which  fhel- 
ters  the  ifland  in  that  dire^on  i  towards  the^  ibuth  and  eaft,  they  ace  more: 
pdain,  more  fertile,  and  better  cultivated,  and  extend  to  the  bay  of  Cairfton- 
and  lodi  c^  Steoois^  their  re£peGdre  boimdariea  in  tiiefe  diredtiona.' 

They  contain ^thifty-^ne  fquare  miles,  a  ninth) part. of  which  onl});  his' 
yet  been  dokivat^:  there  is  about  the^  fame.i»roportion  inexseUent  lutfural'' 

E.  gtaf&j 
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rgcaik;  and  the  remainder,  txnqpiehendtng  more  (km  imo  lUrds  of  lk» 
yAxalty  has  l>ecn  ddotted  iultheito  fio*  paftiKiq^  ibeep  ami  tasttk.  Thm  pNh 
^jhidioBB  are  of  ^  iame  nantre  with  dK>fe  tsf  the  other  parifli<s ;  seMier  is 
^i€ir  mode  otf  agricukuK  mactenaUy  dtfierenty  the  fame  kind  of  hear  md 
oats  being  fown  alternately  on  the  fame  fidid :  th«  ii^nreafe  i»  much  ihe 
t&me,  hut  the  gradn  is  of  rather  a  fitpcnar  qvaHty ;  aid  thou^  there  is 
abundance  of  both  limaftosie  and  marl  that  contd  he  eafify  procwed^  the 
Anall  fumers  hare  as  yet  ooateiited  themfdves  w£db  fea-^vwed  dboe^  or 
jnijced  widi  fbme  poition  of  dung  .asod  earth,  as  a  compoft  for  mamire. 

Am  improvement  that  meaifk  attention,  hoi^erer,  has  lately  been  mtn>- 
xkiced  imo  die  pan&  cf  Saadvidc  by  one  of  the  principal  {»ropnetors. 
Thffi  is  ikie  radfing  of  £ax  c£  jm  excellent  quality^  for  the  drefling  of  which 
he  is  ad>oift  to -ered  e i&ffi  ;  to  which  improvement  he  has.added  a  turnery 
on  1^  loch  of  Stacmis,  and  a  iareweiy  at  n^  great  diilaoce  ;  all  of  wfakh^ 
asie  entire  itomMa  in  the  coimtry. 

i3tromne&^  which  is^  in  their  itamediate  Ticinity,  wiH,  it  is  Jfikely^  pro^re 
the  nurfmg  modier  of  theie  impfovementSb  This  TJ^iage,  which,  at  the  be* 
ghning  cf  laft  cencory,  ranfified  of  a  &w  kregular  bnta,  ict  down,  as 
wdam  or  coaveniettcy  dmefted,  by  die  i&de  of  the  harbonr^  has  of  late  xifin 
fo  xapidly  idto  coitfisqaefioe,  that  the  caufe  defenres  to  be  explabed. 

By  means  of  iievend  ads  of  Parliament,  enafbed  when  ibe  prndples 
of  commerce  wexe  but  Ikde  attended  to^  and  as  litde  Bnderftood,  ^be  ftoyai 
hor^  had  affiimed  the  si^  of  taxing  'die  hasolets  and  TiUages  ^at  were 
ifl  their  jaei^ibomhood  in  4n  asftxtrary  propordofi  of  die  biudene  which 
they  themfelves  were  bound  in  law  to  foftain.  Stromneft  fo&red^  or  jt 
leaft  thoi^ht  fb^  iixm  the  •esLercbe  cf  tUe  ri^  claimed  by  die  :nei^^ibQur- 
ing  bmrgh,  and  therefore  long  murmuMd  under  a  burden  which  was  repre* 
fented  as  dzfpvopcrtidned  to  her  trade  and  her  idnlity  ;  and  at  length,  aAtt 
rq>eated  remonftraxsceis,  refio^Ki  to  bear  at  any  .longer^  Tiie  mefiiod  of  com*' 
polfion  was  iiiftaaBtiy  adepfeed  by  a  reficvenoe  of  the  pbtot  in  queftion  to  the 
2.754*  Supreme  Cburt,  who  proDounoed  this  judgement:  *  Tbat  ^bere  mm  do 
^  ibfficient.x^bt  in  the  boeengh  of  Kirkwi^  to  aflela  the  iriUage  <>f  Sirom- 
^  ne& ;  hot  dntthe  idd  village  ihoukl  be  quit  thereof^  aid  fisoe iherefiroittv 
«  in  ag  time  coming.  *     This  fentence,  which  has  every  appearance  of  being 
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JmndNr  a  jikilfet'  00  left  )haa  tn  few^  v^^,  ioi  tfie  ^ii^k  of  HUgition^  aq^ 
pealad'frooi^  but  ^pilj  cioofioteii  in  the  Houife  of  LordSB.  1758« 

Tkuia  pakrjTTiUiige  wl^  fiemote  ngions  of  tbe  nortk  was  at  d^bt*  pet-^ 
mod  ^nli^Qi^  enough  cokiDw  it^  owo^  nghts^  aadrhad  ^kk  fiifficiisnt  to 
feelakti  ^oeb ;  whUt  enters  ^'  gteat  coofequeoce  taiaEfceljr  fubfii^sed  to  die 
yoke^  l^»  fgDMsip9i9^hf  ^oh^xrt^nmBhh  (^ectfioiv  the7  reaped  the  firuit  of 
her  fpirited  exertjooa  item  thik  tcow  Stromnefe  became  a  place  o£  more 
iKite^  int  cottfequence  of  die  freedom  ihe  had  obtained;  and  Iter  trade,  as 
trade  alwaye  fliould  be^  atither  cutbed  by  abfuitl  rqguialiQQSi  not  fliackfed 
I17  ^^cofpoeatkm  %irh^  witt  probofaty  fcon  enable  her  ia  her  tun  tt>  ao 
quire  an  afcendant  over,  and  prefcribe  laws  to,  her  former  kmttjr  fqparior,. 

Tht  iDhahtfant»>  are  (ndefinea,  fibopkeepere,  Wafers,,  ihi{XD[iaflefs,  pilots,^      ^ 
^and  ikiaiL  pro|ttetQJc&  of  hMDdrs,  wiio  are  in  general  an  mduftrioiift  asd  eoteo- 
fd^o^  IMSople ;  and  hi:  pokit  of  ooinfeitabfe  living,  fockd  fpirk,  and  hofpi^ 
taliitf  to  feangecs,  ven0ki&&wtodiofe.Q£  the  i^^  rank,  in  anj^^mibr 
-fituatton^  through  Sa>tkm4. 

Long  haa  tibeir  harbour  been  a  plk^  of  great  refort  for  Unppog  ;  ibr,. 
mualyAme  huniied  yeacs  1^0,  {hips  of  diSerent  nations,  and  partkulaiiy 
£wnch.aiid  Spamfin  in  great  nmnbeca^.  oocafionally  put  in  diere,  dhntd  fay 
the  exc^feBCe  of  fheacccitnaaoodatioa.  ^ 

Hiroag^  the  wfacfe  of  the  noxth^  diere  ans^  few  that  cao  compare  with^ 
it,  catiher-tn  point  of  iaiety  or  coramodioufnefs^  19ie  entrance  to  it  is  from 
the  foTith,  fey  a  narroir  pafiage  rf  a  quarter  of  a  naite ;  it  cjqDiamdato  dodder 
that  dbnenfion  aa  it  advances  i^  tkmogh  tiie  land,  winch  it  doe»^  a  complete 
rnile^  it  has  a.finn  dbiy  bottom,  and  a  depth  of  water  fnifident  for  vtfieiS' 
of  a  (SiQU&iid  totta.bnrtbaa,  and  is  fhehered  from  the  violence  of  lite  wsnds  - 
m  aU  dire£kions. 

.  Two  Holms  guard  it  from  the  eaft,  beyond  which  there  is  atfo,  as  it- 
were,  a  portion  of  the  fame  harbour,  in  which  Ihips  of  Ml  greater  burden 
wmmcmly  lide,  on  account  both  of  its  eafier  acceft  and'  fnpmar  depdi  of: 
water.  Excellent,  however,  as  it  is  confefled  to  be,  the  fhips  that  touch  i 
diere  in  the  ^ace  of  a  year,  at  prefent^  do  not  at  an  average  amount  to  above  • 
diree-  hundred  airi  twenty ;  whereas  formerly  th^  certainly  doubled,  or  even  ^ 

E  2;  perhaps 
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I>prhaps  tripled  that  numbfer.  To  account  foir  diis  d^creafe,  it  ma^rbe  6I>- 
ferved,  that  the  Pendand  Frith,  which  is  the  moft  dired  paflage  for  the 
•trade  in  this  qtiarter,  has  been,  by  a  nautical  ibfvey,  the  erection  o£  a  light* 
^ufe,  and  the  experience  of  mariners,  dtvefted  of  almoft  all  its  terrors : 
tand,  in  cafe  of  contrary  winds,  the  noUe  harbour  of  the  Long  Hope  is  near, 
-and  eafy  of  accefe;  fo  that  veflels  now  generally  prefer  the  dired  courfe 
^through  the  frith,  to  the  more  circmtous  one  by  Stronuiefe. 

.  ,  Mines  of  lead  and  of  ux)n  have  been  found  near  this  town,  of  no  un^ 
jfuromifing  appearance  ;  biit  after  fome  progrefe  had  been  made  in  working 
Ae  .former  about  fifty  years  ago,  it  was  abandoned,  perhaps  for  want  of 
ikill,  perfeverance  or  capital. 

Mineral  fprings,  which  are  in  feveral  places  found  here,  would  prove  the 
•«xiftence  c^.  metals,  even  though  there  had  been  no  fuch  difcovery ;  and  among 
•the  rieft  there  is  one  that, has  been  made  ufe  of;  and,  from  the  nature  of  the 
icosnplainu  wliich  it  is  faid  to  have  removed,  it  appears  to  contain  fulphur.  t 

Few  of  thofe  ancient  ruins,  that  are  known  by  the  name  of  PiCTS- 
■HOU  SBS,  are  met  vntH  in  diis  diftri^  thoxigh  tumuli  or  barrows  are'  numerous* 

Among  fome  of  the  latter  that  an  inquifitive  oiriofity  has  opened,  there 
\was  one  that  contained  three  ffione  chefts,  in  one  of  which  was  a  fkeleton^ 
^ith  a  bag  containing  bruifed  bones ;  the  feccmd  had  in  it  a  ikeleton,  in  a 
iitting  attitude ;  and  the  third  contained  a  parcel  of  human  bones,  vnth  fome 
lieads  and  hair,  which,  vrhen  fuA  difcovered,  had  the  appearance  of  being 
»rotteh,  but  on  their  expofure  to  the  air  feemed  to  refume  thdr  former  fiefli- 
nefs.  Some  of  the  fame  kind  have  been  ft)und  to  contain  ftone  chefts  a 
foot  and  a  half  fquare,  and  in  thefe  were  fmall  urrtSj  the  contents  of  which 
-were,  either  aihes  alone,  or  mixed  with  bones ;  and  in  one  of  thefe  chefts,  a 
jar  or  urn^  with  the  fame  contents,  of  fuch  capacity  as  would  have  contain- 
ed thirty  Scots  pints  of  water. 

As  a  proof  that  deer  have  once  been  inhabitantt  of  this  diftri£t,  their 
toms  have  been  dug  up  from  under  a  ftratum  of  peat,  on  a  bed  of  mari, 
finrilar  to  thofe  found  in  the  paiifli  of  Harra. 

To  {how  that  thefe^pariflies,  like  moft  others  in  the  country,  have  been 
ibut  litde  improved,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  difference  between  the 
{valued  and  real  rent  is  very  inconfiderable  ;  the  former  is  50081.  Scots,  the 
latter  is  only  ^50Cl*"in  money  of  the  fame  denomination. 
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Their  population,  including  the  A^Hage  of  Stromnefe,  which  contains 
thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  people,  appears,  from  an  accurate  lift  that  has 
teen  taKrai  lately,  to  be  upwards  of  three  thoufand,       - '  ••  ;.- 

'  The  pi£turefque  fcenery  on  their  fouth-weft  quarter  arrefls  \he,  attentioa 
-of  a  fbranger^  as  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  blending  together  o^r.thfe-  fiiWime 
and'beiutifuL  So  far  as  tlie  eye  can  reach  toward  the  eaft,  thefea  yf^sQies 
the  fhores  of  the  mainland  in  the  form  of  a  ferpentinfet  JfitW ;  the  coafb 
of  Hoy  and  of  Stroinnefs  gradually  defending  to  the  levdl  fol;k;s  pn  their 
ixytderSj  and  ftretching  out  their  arms*  .The  little  ifland  of  Q^raen^fay,  fl^4n4 
fertile,  lies  betwixt  them,  and  difcovers  a  clothing  of  ri<jh;.V6rdure^  H/nikr 
<6  their  own*  All  of  them  are  finely  jcontmfted^th  th^  ipfty>  W^k  and^bar- 
xen  hills  of  Hoy,  terminating  iii  j^erpendtcukr.preclpii^es^of  immenfe  h0ight> 
'Aom  which  torrents  ru£h  dbifta  foipjetimes/wiA  violent  impfstqc^ity,  fo^nr 
ing  the  moft  ftrikmg  cafcades,  aod,  with;  th^  ;  Atlantic  (Qpean,  ip  awfi4  r  loar 
jcfty,  rolling  in  mountainous  biUowjS  ^througl^  tfee  .QiQi^h  pf  Hc^/cfUp^ 
4)end  theu:  force  on  the  adjaceftt -rooks.     '  i         '   *     :       >      . 

II.  Grjemsay,  diftant  from  Stromnei&  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  Qxten^ 
£-om  eaft  to  weft  nearly  the  fame  diftance/.  abd  about  amiW'id  breads :  the 
whole  of  it  is  level,  and  feems  to  be  c^  an  :^Cellent  foil,  that  is  dtfaer 
cultivated  for  the  production  of  grain,  or  Ai^fiered  to  remain  in'dd  grafs  for 
the  pafturiiig  of  catde,  as  is  moft  convenient. '  The  interioi:  paxts  of .  the 
iiland,  under  a  thin  foil,  contain  a  bed  of  fchiftus  or  flaie  through  dmoft  its 
whole  extent,  which  has  hitherto  been  applied  to  no  other  ufe  than  to  cover 
krnie  country  houfes.  The  men  who  refide  in  this  pl^afant  fpot  are  diftin- 
guilhed  for  their  ftrength  and  their  flature,  and  excel  much  in  fifhing,  for 
winch  their  fituaticm  is.  admi^le.  By  this  employment,  and  the  produc- 
tions of  the  land,  a  hundred  and  eighty  inhabitants  fubfift  conrfortably  j  an4t 
had  they  peats  or  turf  for  firing,  and  a  place  of  woiihip  vrithin  the  ifland  as 
formerly,  their  condition  would  be  very  comfortable.  '     \  ^ 

The  rental  of  the  ifland  is  about  150l  Sterling.  '     ;     .  ^ 

IIL  Hoy. is  feparated  from  the  former  by  a  narrow  foimd  (£  a  mil/e  in 
hreadth,  and  confifts  of  by  far  the  higheft  land  in  the  whole  iflands.     Tlus 
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eyttlt^aiiM  perlK^gai?6« birth  tQ  kinsHfe,  ttliiicls  m  £omi  of  the  Gbthk 

Almofl  the  whole  of  k  m  occupied  hj  dirce  krge  MIs^  fangef  in  the 
fe»m  of  ^  tsiangte,  of  vMdi  that  to  die  umb-eaft  iB  du^  lao^eft^  atifing 
-ftom  a  i^iaLhi,  with  a  broad  hdt^  to  liie  h^ght  of  tivi^in^  handled  fttt  perw 
pefiH£ct^ly«  E^tcept  alcmg  llie  ncxth  fliores,  which  are  boidered  widi  a 
loan^  foil  asid  a  rich  Terdurc^  die  panfh  ha»  a  ioSt  compofed  of  peat  and 
eky^  of  i^hich  the  former  tcmmoxiiy  predominatesy  black,  wet  and  ipuTLgf :. 
this  fcevOA  to  ^ie  fioin  a  gi«stfer  qtamtirf  cof  laca  fidling  here  than  in  maof 
other  pafft^  of  Ae  cooiitry. 

t^fn  tikiB  aecocmt  it  witt  veadfly  appeox:,  thas  die  gnmnd  defHncd  for  the 
proAft^on  <£  grisri^  md  lllcrt  ^fprnfoaotii  fer  fee<&ig  cacde^  muft  bear  Inic 
^yetft^^a&pif^Tlkfnis^  and  aHotted  fbr  fiie^ 

-filhhe^     Neari^?i9M>&oi^md  oiftkdeai^iialsrmmath^ 
tfaafi^  tr^  a  pi«y  lb  i§g$i  ei^ie^i  an4  othtf  binfe  of  the  fame  natore  ; 
whereas,  were  they  tended  at  all  feafe^  andfiutahly  managed  ia  odier  reu 
fye&Sj  diey  mighty;  as  in  other  places,  be  of  great  advantage  both  to  the  te- 

^^  '  On  A^  hllfeatte  mwy  al^eplttts,  and:  amdntg^  tbem.  ftimd  deMgi^fiil 
"M^to,  in^erfedied  wididfl^eli^  iffbak  banks  at^  /decked,  ilddi  fiotreia  and 
SxekWed  w4th  fltird^  fttd»  ad  liM»  Mrckv  tbe  hazel  and  the  currant ;  which. 
f»^  fetaiet^es  honoured  with  fhe  name  dt  trees,  beaoifb  in  this  panoculair 
Ikttfttio^  4y^f  l^Ve  fi&ft  ten  or  twdke  ftei  abo^e  tlie  ground  that  fupports, 

Ifi  fctaepaits  d#  dliefe  gtem^  die  fonrid  of  the  liunian  ymce^  or  the  re- 
jpdrt  of  a  mufkrtj  t^e^m^^'kom  the  nxks  aiid  fides  of  the  mountsans  in 
fikh  a  nifflfmei'aiB  to  £[tfi)[i  a  mcill  pleaiant  echoi^  that  wiE  diftindly  repeat- 
m*iy  fyttabke* 

hoA^  ag^  iftis  iHmtd  f^rodi^ed  b}rd>  tmes ;  and,  w&it'is  far  more  extras- 
ordinary,  Alpine  or  wlAe  luHree,  diat  were  hunted'  with  dogs,  were  com- 
mon :  and  veins  of  bodi  &on  and  lead,  arid  grains  of  gold,  widi  feveral 
JL800.  other  things  that  were  valuable,  were  found  in  it  (^)  At  prefent  mineral 
^rkkgs  arelbiind  in  SSkmit  piac^  »id  i»>n  ore,  togcidier  with  lead  ore, 
../:*  J  of 


{a)  Hoy,  vel  Hoja,  Collis.  Ihrc,  Glos.  Suigodi.  (3)  Ben.  MS. 
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qf  fuch  i^isiky^  that  mkim ^  late  Vx  ^Uek-^j^^  ibme  x)f  it,  lie  found 
tlu^  from  every  tpa  of  daus  ^re  4bere  icouk^  h^  emtf^iled  £:urty-i}x  i%wcfias 
of  filver. 

Few  momiB>ei^  c^ aod^uiiy  are  io^  fbund  4Q  this  a|U|i4»  The  Pjwarfie 
ftoae,  of  which  (6  aaiij  lodioulaus  tales  Jbausre  -been  £6  loftjtn  lold,  has  pern 
haps  no  juft  claim  to  be  ranked  in  that  number.  This  ftone,  which, lies  to 
the  fotttfa-^aft  vcf  the  WarthiU^  on  the  bonk  of  a  ii^lley,  is  a  :iand  or  free- 
ilbone  <^  the  iame  natune  with  sko&  an  the  rock  aibjosre  it,  frpip  which  it 
feems  to  have  been  brc^sen  ofif,  either  by  the  han4  ^  ift^sJOLforji^  pwix jgra/fi^ 
ty,  and  tiunbled  to  its  prefent  fw^  where  k  ha^  been  ^egrwards  Jbollowed 
out  with  an  if^rament,  into  the  whimfical  £oxm  which  it  now  bears*  Its 
greateft  lengdi  is  thirty-two  feet,  its  breadth  Jfev^enteen^  it^  thidmeis  above 
the  furface  of  the  eardi  joxt  iefs  jthao  fev^  jCs^t  wod  a  half  j  and  the  infide  of 
it  is  divided  into  three  iy>aniBa^t9y  i^-pne  cf  .r^l^iph  ^3  foa^etbmg.Uke  a  Jt^i^ 
five  fiaet  eight  inches  loi)g  by  two  hm^  \  tbi^  pidhfx  is  ^,|pit  pf  fra?Ji.  rooflft^ 
and  between  them  there  is  a  fpace  that  feems  to  have  been  intei^ded  Sor  a 
firef4ace,  as  diere  is  a.hole  cutiq  the  ropf,  <u:  mffi^r  pajrt  of  tbp  ftone,  for 
the  iinoke  perhaqps  to  iflue  t^ojugh.  Togiye  i,t  Ml  tx^^  the  Teiemblance 
of  adweUing,.A'i^3AeiQf  the  fygie  xaavie^  V94  ^M^^  of  ;^  iame  fliape^ 
has  be^  rdled ^owa,  aod  placed  mrfwih ^  vf^  pi^to it^rve lbe.p»rpa(e  of  «. 
door  to  the  entr^uK^e  <^  the  odfter. 

Tradition  and  fome  authors  afiirm  it  to  have  been  the  habitation  of  a 
g^a?Et  ^d  his  confort,  {a)  from  wh^cii  they  ^ccafionaUy  iflued  forth  for  depte- 
datioBf     In  all  p^b^tnlhy  ithas  been^^  eeUcf ,  fome  Jbermi^ 

This  patifh^  in  point  of  ^xteatp  -is  hu^ge  i  b^t  the  number  of  pec^le  is 
imall :  they  at  prefent  fcarcely  amount  ^)  rfrve  hundred  and  twenty*  1800. 

ly.  WjiAjR,  or.  Wae»8,  tho^ghin  die  general  divifipn  it  has  been  con- 
iidtf^d  ^  adiitii^^ifta^d,  /smk«s-in  ^^  a  port  of  the  forfuei;,  ^nd  in  aU 
probability  derives  its  name  from  th^  ^ww^Voes^  wluch  4^  thestQcieot  lan^- 
guoge  of  tl^fe  iilaCids  f}gn[ify  fuch  creeks,  or  ba^s  -as  penetrate  hx  into  the 
land ;  and  in  thefe  the  eaft  fide  of  the  parifti  aboiywjsj  t^o  of  thevi  ^l» 
called  i*ya?|?^Qe  4nd /II**^^  '       ;^• 

The  w^ft  ^4  Bfioth  quarts  iof  this  4iftnfft  is  fuoilai:  in  emery  rei^pe^St^  aod 

Indeed 

(«}  Ben.  MS.  Adr.  lib.  Edin.    Vid^  Aj^endix,  No.  VII. 
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mdeed  makes  a  part  of  the  former,  on  which  are  paftured  (bme  thoufand^ 
of  very  fine  fheep,  together  whh  a  vaft  number  of  horfes  and  black  cattle, 
all  of  them  of  an  excellent  quality.  Towards  the  eaft  and  fouth  the  land  is 
more  low,  more  level,  and  of  a  much  better  foil,  which  produces  grain  of 
the  ordinary  kinds,  but  of  a  fuperior  quality  to  what  is  railed  in  other  places 
m  the  country. 

This  fuperiority  of  thd  grain  is  by  no  means  to  be  attributed  entirdy  to 
die  excellence  of  the  foil,  but  to  the  advantage  of  fituation  near  the  high 
hills,  where  the  dotids  are  conftandy  fumilhing  plenty  of  moifture ;  and  ftill 
more,  perhaps,  to  the  vicinity  and  intercourfe  with  Caithnefe,  where  agricul- 
ture has  made  fiu*  more  progrefs  than  in  the  beft  cultivated  of  thefe  iflands. 

Befides  the  advantage  arifing  from  this  circumftance,  this  parifli  enjoys; 
another,  fi-om  being  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Pentland  Frith,  which 
fiboundsrwith  fifli  of  various  kinds,  and  of  the  fineft  quality;  in  catdring 
which,  the  people;  in  the  intervals  of  their  labour  on  the  land,  find  a  lucrative 
employment 

Befjdes  fmaH  fifii  of  difl^ent  forts,  wMdi  they  catch  in  great  numbem 
fof  the  confumption  of  their  own  femilies,  Aey  engage  in  the  lobfter  fifhing, 
that  fbrmany^years  paft  has  been?  carried  on  to  cedfiderable  extent  by  a 
London  Company ;  in  aiddition  to  which,  fome  feafcMls,  feventy  thoufand 
fine  large  marketable  cod-fifli  have  been  both  caught  and  cured  in  thie 


""^'Tt  derives  aifo  a  great  Benefit  fi-om  the  excellence  of  its  harbours,^  which 
are  the  OrehoVe,  the  KiRKiioPE,  arid  particularly  the  LoNGHot»E;  i*hich', 
fbr  Teadinefs  oFaccefi,  and  extent  of  accomtmqdation,  yields  to  few  or  none 
'^''^  in  any  part  of  the  Continent  of  Europe. 

This  feems  now  to  be  generally  admitted ;  for  the  fhips  that  have  occa^ 
fitin  to  toiicfi  'iiei'ei  inftead  of  reforting  in  crowds  to  Stromnefs,  as  they^  have 
dbne  for  centuries  paft,' are  daily  ^eferrihg  the  Longbope,  as  in  eVery  refpe<9: 
bettei'  fdit^  to  dirir  iidvantage  an<l  conveniency. 

^  ^This  (fiftri£b,' however,  ife  neither  diftinguifhed  fw  objects  ofairtiquity, 

^       hbr  ^tiliar  pfodufitions.  i  -  ^        •  •-  —       >;    • 

Together  with  many  other  rock-birds,  the  Lyar;-  which  has-  heofi  men- 

tioAed  under  it  Eitiri  name^  without  a  defcription,  by  ah*  autibor  of  much 

^'■'''         ^  _       _  .__ ^^^"^ 
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iNit  nfC  ejcoMiw^y ;  ^  it  ^  Um  ^P(u^  i»  ^(bme  o^^  pl|K^  in  &aiiii» 
(knatiom.  « 

Tlje  nuiatkkr  of  peopW  U  «»t«f«,  a«(pr)li»«  t©  tibe  Iftft  Uft  0»£  wp$ 
taken,  d(H»  Qct  fimount  to  ^er  th«  fttv^n  bw^i'^d  8e#  6%«> 

V.  Hj^fAT  t({  A  Uttk  UluidL  fitiiatiM  nt  ja  ^iiry  ^pmiD  ^tftimce  £099  the 
fixmer,  of  wW*^  it  taaf  y»ih  fmpv«tf  be  «Qp0d$P94  a»  »  fm<lil^  9r  ft^t> 
merit;,  fiiDHar  tx>ij>  b  «t»  ]Mltxa»  a%d  pi9di3:iQn9i 

VL  Faray  is  another,  neariy  of  the  fame  defcripti^^  icaa^e^  a  Uttlt 
&rther  from  the  priocj^i  w4  i»  ^eil  ^e^  %  it$  exccjVeiat  (he^ 
pafture. 

Vlt  CUvAY  b  Aooibef  ^ijiatt  ilIaQ4»  th«t  j^  jit)oiK  itwo  mil^  dUbi^ 
firom  Waes,  and  as  far  from  the  mainland ;  and  is  faid  to  harje  titken  iSf 
«aine.&oi&  the  f^fSM^  and  jt^uattty-ef  1^  ihfi^  fsM?  w  It  #v,^)I!kiv  (times. 
As  it  is  defident  in  the  produdtion  of  ndther  cecu  st;ig  #l4hr  hf  wi^th 
cows  might  have  fubfifted  piendfuOy  at  all  feafons,  this  donTation  is  by  no 
nMUM  tnprohibkv  IPtfieeiwm^sf^  ooriTiilixi^ 
Md  Jlve  OA  butter,  iqU^  Ai\d  fi^  ^'^  imx^h  ib^i^^  io4)^by,  ^^ 
fif  manners.  ¥wafiAj^  a  i«ltrp;»»  iviii»  ^oij^^tvbfrei  aq4>  tp  .accpginiodaie 
tbe|ieople  in«pUfle  ftf  woffbip,  »  fA^ipel  .^  {leeo  epp^ke4»  the  niio«  of 
iRJbich  are.ftitt  tn^heikm  m  a  d^wsbj^,  vihiob,  ^  }f«ely,  yras  riii^  as  a. 
horial-^ottQd. 

Thiii  iibod  tf  ^re&m  ioak^  a  pM^eif  tb^:pan&  pf  Qi^^ 

VHt.  fi.!9TA>r:is4%v«ein)ile»loflg,  «i^  little  jaire;tl»ii.«ll^t»road,  li^-^ 
•tfd  iQ  ^  M«»  tbftt  divides  Wa«»  j&iidfn  8omh  RenaUK^y,  fimn  each  of 
idbkbitlsjdfiftaQt«bPotthf»e;G»tleiu  AM-p«a,  v)uph£»£meifycQotxibuced 
to  the  advant^  of  the  place,  now  m  Hv^t  fyriUJasd  A  xuai^i  .to  a  ^ai^ 
\^%  4^ch:  nearly  ^Ivnd^^etllaod,  isA,  Undst  tfaejoame  cf  line  Hwhope, 
fiarmed  li  ihaj^flui;  weU  ks^woto  ^eff  loadaer  sidoi&omsd  to  xifit  t^iiife 

F  northern 

(a);SiirRobert£ikbaU,.  NauHift.  Swt. 
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nortiiam  tenons,  .  The  weft  fide,'  and  ^t  I<Mig  point  called  die  Rone,  » 
well  as  the  eaft  fide,  and  aroand  the  Pmhope,  is  wholly  covered  with  long 
heath,  giving  flielter  to  numbers  of  moorfowL  The  reft  of  it-  is  eith^ 
clodied  with  grafe,  or  culdvated  few-  com ;  aind  fome  of  the  latter  iis  faid  to 
be  (o  fertile  as  to  produce  nearly  double  the  quantity  of  grain-  that  is  p«> 
duced  by  the  fame  extent  of  land  in  the  other  iflands. 

Among  many  odiers,  the  burrough  ducks  (fheildrakes),  and  dunters 
(eider  ducks),  X&n\%  feapies,  and  fnip^,  frequent  this  ifljuid ;  in  which  aUo 
are  foxmd  the  imperatorta  of  WaUace,  the  okqIU  'a€et(>fsUa  (FL  Suec),  and 
the  rbodiola  rofea  (Lin,),  plants  not  fo  commonly  met  with  through  the 
heighbouring  iflands.  .        ' 

No  remahfis  of  that  long  houfe,  by  fome  denominal^d  a  church,  in  which, 
the  clergy  were  faid  to  be  accuftomed  to  affemble  annually,  can  now  be 
difcovered,  nor  of  thofe  three  tropMes,  called  Croffes :  all  remembrance  of 
tftem  is  entirely  lol^  nor  does  there  exift  concerning  thefn  the  fliglitcft 
tradkidni  {a) 

The  Mlandf' makes  a  part  of  ^  charge  of  Waes,  ^d  fiqpports^  comfortably 
*«ro  hua^ed  inhabitants^ 

IX.  SouthRonaldsat  is,  of  all  the  iflands  to  die  fimtfa  of  tl^  Mafa)<i> 
land,  the  moft  confiderable  in  point  of  pouladon ;  as,  on  about  ^ghteen 
jqiiar^  miles^  of  which  the  ifland  confifts,  there  are  upwards*  of  fixteen 
hundred  ihhabkants.  Along  the  ncHth  fide  of  the  ifland,  by 'die  ferry  of 
-Water  Sound,  the  land  fe  very  well  cukivifted,  hxnA,  feems- equally  fit  for  com 
and  pafture ;  and  indeed,  for  both  Aefe  piupofes,  the  whole  ifland  feems 
rather  better  calculated  than  moft  odieis*  Tile  arable  and  grafi  grounds 
h^e  bear  a  much  greater  proportion  to  the  common  pafture  than  elfewhere ; 
and;  like  Waes;  their  modfe  erf  agriculture  is^  better  j  the  confequence  of 
which  is,  not  only  bettor  grainy  but  fuch  a  quantity  as  wifl  both  fi^port  die 
numerous  inhabitaitts^  and  fomiih  fixne  for  exp(^^  to  fupply  the  ccmfiimp- 
tion  required  in<  Stpomnefe,  and  KirkwalL 

£v^i  the  bowels  of  the  ^utfa  feem  to  contain  treafiires;  In  proof  of 
^s,  it  maybe^obfervad^  that  a^  {Hroffiifing  vein  oi  lead-ore  was  long  fince 

difcovered 

{a)  Ben.  M&  Adr.  Lib*  £did)u%b.  ^ 
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difeovered  near  Grinmefe  Head  on  the  noith,  and  another,  almoft  as  nnich 
Co^  on  the  fouth-weft,  near  Widewall ;  but,  owing  to  differrfit  caufes,  they 
have  not  as  yet  been  very  advantageous.  A  much  more  plenti&l,  as  wdl 
as  certain,  fbuice  of  wealth  is  found  in  die  kelp-ihorea,  which  annually 
produce  tons  ;  and  in  the  fea,  that  abounds  with  fifh  in  vaft  numbers^ 

and  of  the  very  beft  quality. 

The  only,  or  at  leail  the  moft  jUicc^ful  attempt  diat  has  been  made  to 
draw  fix)m  this  £»rce,  has  been  by  a  rich  and  enterpiifmg  Company  iMi 
England,  that  happily,  for  (bme  years  paft,  has  entered  pretty  extenfively  iitto 
the  k)bfter  and  cod^fifhing ;  by  which  they  have  hitherto  been  able  to  employ 
twentjr  fmacks  for  carrying  live  fifh  weekly  to  the  London  market 

For  this^  or  any  odier  purpofe  of  a  fimilar  nature,  the  ifland  is  excellently 
iurmflied  with  harbours ;  for,  befides  feveral  jrfaces  where  ihips  may  anchot" 
fyr  a  fhort  lime,  it  has  the  fafe  and  {deafant  road  of  St  Margaret's  Hope  oa 
the  nordi,  and,  on  die  weft,  the  ftill  more  commodious  Bay  of  Widewatt* 

Nddier  is  the  ifland  quite  deftitute  of  fixne  interefting  ot^eds  of  aa- 
jdqutty.  .  Not  only  are  kme  tumuli  met  with  m  difieredt  quirtiers,  but  al& 
feveral  nds4ioufe$  in  ruins ;  amm^  which,  what  is  called  tt»  Jhw  ff  Ihata 
^  very  ronarkaUe*  ' 

In  the  eaft  fide,  on  die  top  of  a  hill  near  Stowts-kead,  are  the  remains  of 
a  triangular  monument  (^  ilones,  that  hare  been  peq^ndiailar$  two  of  whidk 
are  broken  down,  and  only  one  remaining  j  re^peding  aU  i^dikh,  tradition 
is  endi^  fil^K.  The  head  itfi^  is,  by  the  Joorce  of  the  ocean,  hofiowed 
out  bito  caves,  in  which  there  is  generated  much  flaladicakmattb:.  ' 

To  dtenorth,  and  at  wi  great  diftttsee,  is  a  moft  beauttfiil  ral^  with  the 
ocean  on  otie  fide,  and  gently  declinin{g  hills  .on  the  odier;  whidt,  fer  die 
produdion  of  every  ibrt  of  beneficial  crc^,  is  fiur  fuperior  to  any  odier  part 
<^  theifl»nd«     Iii  the  niiddleof  diis  pkaikntij^t^^o^  is 

a  momim^t^  ftone,  fixteaci  feet  high,  which,  lilae  Inaoy  others  throt^ 
the  Gou)^,  li^sifs  no 'iftarlta.  of  Iwaan  itrt,  in  carvij^  figures^  or  inicrip- 
don.  ': 

The  whole  delightfid  dde  id  kdoMm  by  the  name  of  Paplay.      «. 

There,  are  ^er^  F<)I9^  chtpels  iJ6>,  wluch  would  kxcikf  defiarve  dor 
attention,  bad  there  not  been  dug  up  near  one  of  them,  at  St  Margaret's 

Fa  Hopcs^ 
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Hfifie,  ^6tm^  hopn^'  togctHer  vnA.  fanmin  tn^Mi  ihttrinixed  "mdi  btxrar  ftotic^ 
and  afhes* 

X.  SWanay^  which  is  no  biore  thsi  i  mile  long^  loaid  failf.  as  oaich  ifit 
breadth^  lies  to  the  fouth^weft  of  the  former,,  at  the  diftance  of  four  mile$, 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  Pentland  Frith.  \     ^ 

The  inhabitants,  td  the  number  <^  tweflty^me  peribns,  notmdiilanding, 
Kve  in  the  tboft  p6rfed  fi^rurity,  ahd  fublHl  by  kneats  of  a  Xtde  grain  whiclK 
^mr  fndilifay  rsufes,  catching  fiih,  when  die  wedthei"  pennit^,  and  particu- 
}sAy  by  their  Ikill  in  piloting  fliipa,  fevtoJ  timiifands  of.  which  pa6  t>y  iheiA 
annually. 

■^     Did  we  ci^t  tl^  taks  of  former  tiiMa,'  wdk  and  fwekhie^  (^  giilphs 
'snd  whirlpool  ^^  otmRmAy  fbrroundiilig  t&is  iflatid,  Bke  ib  maiiy  gJ^ping 
floonfteissv  ^iMire  hideaiifl)r.&aandafaae  thakeveu  Scylla  dr  Ctarybdis,  ww:ch>^ 
in^wkli  aA  li/idit>^  avidity,  to  derour  ihbh  Ihips  that  imfQita&ately  comb 
'Withbi  th^  ^here  of  tibek  attrafticm.    Bat  &ice  not  boiy^thi^  bm  die  other 
ftith8:.#id  fta»  Dhat  onviron  tttti  iflands^  faavfe  beeh  inryieyed  on  ndi^ttid 
pEil|ti|ilea,  ihefe  phatitoms^  tlie  firtnt  of  ^gnosance^  have  ta  &  great  liiefe^mib . 
diiappeared^     So  litde  danger  is  there  from  the  currents  in  lliit  npi4  fri^^ 
X^ie  veioctty  'of  whfcfc  »  CamtJtitxmB  tnne  ntileB  in  -flie  hoi^)  (iQ»y^a^  fliips 
IbrdUy  m.thriflaadi,  dwt  eved  in  k  ddiQ,  whett  it  w^ifgisf  b«^fuppofei 
gceateft^  ^  cnbent  confhoMiy  xuflsa  off  fromdie&i)]ietD^refmte^        sA 
may  eafly  iie  WKlsfftdoddBrom  ah  aaqiialfttahttH  miA  the  Ia#s  wl^h  Qvudk 
obfarve  in  dttir  ntotiona.  *  ....... 

-  .lb'd)0^  asSir^asfibbii^  othier  tanSm^  U  i»  oo  ^dohAt  oxnifigy  tkall^ven 
imdl  boats  crais  at  ofbnnipeffe^  t1\BCtiib'i»  reatty  <he  ca&,  we 

tteed  have  Hoiiefitnipii  in  tdimnng^  Aem  dib  cktttnilbuH^  ^t  though  a 
1 744.  Poit*<ffice  li«  )i^  eftOittAttd  h«M  itt6r#  jfor  wofe  thail^  ha&^  a  ten!^, 
which  ^  f^uhvd^tboHt  bf}y  four  iMel  k  ^e  we«k  b«twe6n  CtSStitiek 
Md  Odneyv  yet  then  ia  aot  aa  4nftaiiiBe  df  al^iA^bett  ha>^  %6te  foift 
during  the  whole  of  that  period. 

Neither  dp  )(bip6  tliat  «re  MqaaiimBil  kictit  ^nailer  iStmger ;  for,  belides 

vAkzt  bM  he^  tfb^y  Aorted  ^r^>Qd&ig  'ft*  '4sm^nSt»  tiiat  in  general  guard 

-      *    ->  '  *  ^ ' '-  "    »  them 

(a)  Swelchies.  Fauces.  Jaws.    Ihre^  GloflT.  Suigoth. 
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lihemfitwn  the  rbcks  and  iflands,  thefe  Iflands  create  eddies,  in  whidi  Aipe 
macf  eitiber  tadr,  or  Midior,  till  the  tides  timi  in  their  favour ;  and  tiius,  in- 
ftead  OT  rendering  more  perilous,  they  contribute  much  to?  the  fafety  of  na- 
vigation. Many  ftiips  that  were 'formerly  intimidated  by  the  tales  of  igno- 
hmce,  now  fliape  their  courfe  through  this  fridi ;  and  as  few  difaft^^  bef  J 
them  as  in  almoft  any  other  in  the  kingdonu  Even  in  the  dead  of  nighty 
they  can  fbmetimes  venture  to  navigate  this  formidable  channel,  efpecially 
fince  the  noHe  commercial  fpirit  of  the  age  has  eredled  in  its  mouthy  for  that 
purpofe,  a  lighdioufe,  that  had  long  been  a  defideratum  to  the  trade  m  tfie 
North,  no  lefe  than  to  the  little  that  is  carried  on  in  this  country. 

XI.  Pentland  Skerry  is  one  of  two  of  the  fame  name  that  lye  in* 
tiie  moudi  of  the  filth,  abnoft  equally  diftwt  horn  Caithnefe  and  Orkney,  to 
Ae  ktter  of  which  places  ^hey  belong,  and  have  orJy,  till  of  late,  been  occu-» 
pied  by  birds,  ferfs  and  ott«^,  and  a  few  blade  caMe  for  pafture  in  fummer. 
In  a  conipiicuous  fpot  of  this,  which  is  by  far  Ae  largeft,  the  fighthoufe  !^ 
buHt  with  the  neceflkry  accOiwnodations  for  a  man  to  take  charge  of  it :  it 
is  inhabited  only  by  this  man  and  his  femily. 

If  it  be  confidered  that  three  thoufand  three  hundred  (hips  are  calculated 
to  have  paffed  this  frith  tomiaiy,  pre^ooufly  to  die  oedien  of  this  lighthoufe, 
and  certainly  many  mflre  finfce  that  period,  there  will  be  na^fficuky  in  con- 
ceiving what  vaft  adranti^e  miril  tefuk  fiom  k  to  the  Afferent  brandies  of' 
trade  in  this  quarter  of  the  world. 

XII.  Bu  RR  A  Y  is  feparated  from  SouA  RonakUay  by  Water  foimd,  a  fer- 
ry of  a  mile  broad^  extends  nearly  four  nSes  in  length,  and  one  in  b«adth ; . 
and,  in  point  ofeonveniency  trf"  fitustion  and  (et&ky^  excels  moft  of  the 
other  iflands.     The  gftun  that  is  nhAy  rai&d  here,  is  obferved  to  look 
uncommonly  we8,  early  in  the  feafon ;  but,  owing  to  its  ruflihig  rapidly  up 
in  greater  luxuriance  "Aan  the  ground  can  fepport*  or  ripen,  it  is  often  ibund 
in  harveft,  fo  finall  and  huiigiy,  as  to  baBc  the  hopes  of  the  huftandman. 
Far  diflferent  is  the  cafe  with  refpe£t  to  many  of  its  other  produ^ions ;  foi^ 
potatoes,  carrots,  peas,  onions  and  cabb^^,  are  raifed  in  great  perftd^on ; , 
and  turnip,  which  has  been  fown  for  many  years  paft,  is  not  fuipaff- 
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ed  ena  in  the  befi  cukivated  parts  of  Scodai^  The  fame  encomium  maf 
be  with  juftice  paiTedt^n  the  natural  graft,  of  which  it  ispiddudiTe,  con« 
fifting  principally  of  red  and  white  clover,  which,  combined  with  icnne  o- 
thers,  have  (^  late  furniflied  fuch  truly  excdlent  nouriihment,  that  the  catde 
reared  on  it  have  been  fo  much  improved  as  to  triple  the  vahie  of  the  iame 
number  bred  in  ordinary  through  the  iflands. 

This  illand,  tc^ether  with  Swanay,  Pendand  Skerry,  and  die  Hdms  as. 
pendicles,  makes  a  part  of  the  pafloral  charge  of  South  Ronaldfhay ;  and 
the  valued  rent  of  the  whole  is  three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twelve 
pounds  Scots;  die  red  fifteen  hundred  pounds  Sterlii^ ;  and  die  population 
tomes  very  litde  fliort  of  two  thoufand 

XIII.  Lambholm,  or  Lamon,  as  it  is  more  commonly  called,  has 
probably  been  formerly  uninhabited,  and  appropriated  to  the  pafhiring  of 
lambs ;  for  which,  both  an  account  of  the  excellence  of  its  grafs,  and  con« 
venient  fituation,  it  was  extremely  well  calculated  Its  produdHons  now  are 
not  confined  to  that  article ;  for  it  produces  excellent  grain,  and  affords  jl 
very  comfortable  abode  to  one  family. 

XIV.  CopiNSAT  lies  diredUy  eaft  firom  the  mainland,  fix>m  which  it  is 
diflant  about  duree  miles,  and  is  remarkable  principally  for  fumifhing  an  ex^ 
t:ellent  landmark  for  fhips  eidier  approaching  to  or  taking  their  departure 
dfrom  thefe  iflands.  This  very  cirounflance,  perhaps,  has  given  birth  to  its 
name,  which,  in  fome  of  the  dialed  of  the  Gothic,  we  are  told,  fignifies 
the  Trade  or  Mercantile  Ifland  {a). 

High  toward  the  eafl,  it  prefents  a  bold  perpendicular  firont  to  the  Gexw 
man  ocean ;  on  the  other  diredtion,  more  gentiy  floping  as  it  fiu:es  the,mai^« 
land,  it  extends  a  mile  in  length,  and  about  a  half  in  breadth.  It  contains 
fome  excellent  com  and  grais  ground,  often  watered  by  die  fea ;  and  af- 
fords a  mofl  convenient  haunt  for  a  vafl  multitude  of  fearfowi  and  rock- 
^ds :  it  fupports  alfb,  with  eafe,  two  or  three  ^mifies. 


'i'\ 


XV 


(a)  Copinfkat.'Mercatunir     thre,  GloC  Stti|;olb. 
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XV.  Shapin8AY>  fituated  to  the  north  of  the  mainba^^  from  ..which, 
in  fpme  places,  it  is  ao  more  than  a  mile  dillant,  is  the  firft  of  the  north 
.illes  that.prefents  itfelf,  about  three  miles  removed  &om  Kirkwall.  If  its 
greateft  extmt  be  con£<)ered,  the  dimenfions  will  amomit  to  nearly  feven  miles 
by  five ;  but  as  it  bears  fome  refemblance  to  a  crofe,  of  vrhich  the  length 
may  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  the  body,  and  the  breadth  in  that  of  the 
arms,  fuch  a  confidetation  of  it  will  convey  no  very  difldnd  idea  of  its  fur^- 
fece.  To  fuhjeA  it  to  meafurement,  it  muft  be  reduced  into  a  r^ular  form ; 
■and  ia  that  cafe,  nine  fquare  miles  would  be  all  it  contains. 

Much  of  this  extent,  efpecially  on  the  north  and  fouth  fide,  is  cultivated ;: 
and  indeed  almoft  the  whole  is  capable  of  cultivation,  were  due  attention 
paid  to  it.  So  ^,  however,  is  this  fix)m  being  the  cafe,  that  to  the  detri- 
ment,  no  lefs  than  to  the  diigrace  of  the  proprietors,  fome  of  the  arable  lands 
are  yet  lying  nmrtg^  which  is  well  known  to  throw  an  infuperable  bar  in 
ifae  way  of  culture,  befides  fumifhing  matter  for  endlefs  difputes  and  conten* 
tkma. 

The  whole  of  this  ifland  formerly  made  a  part  of  die  temporality  of  the 
ioihqxridl:  of  Orkney. 

In  ks  fouth-*wdl  comer,  lead  ore  was  foimd  of  a  flattering  appevance ; . 
(but  owbg  to  fome  difficulties  diat  unexpededly  arofe,  the  work  has  not 
been  prc^ecuted. 

The  foil,,  though  vtribus,  is  in  general  fhallow,  con^unded  of  clay, . 
peal; and  faod,  very^ iinperfedly  cultivated:  and  as  there  b  more  depend^^ 
enceon  fea-weed  than  on  either  dung  or  compoft  as  a  manure  and  no  i^ 
gard  whatever  paid/to  dither  lime  or  marl,  diough  they  exift  in  the  ifland, . 
the  cropi^  of  bear  and^  oats  are  neither  fb  plentiful  as  they  oth^rwiie  might* 
be,  nor  is  the  grain  of  fuch  fuperiof  quality.     The  grain  that  i^  raifed  an« 
nually  is  fufiicient  for  the  inhabitants,  though  the  rents  are  paid  in  kind,  and! 
a  large  quantity  thus  neceflarily  conveyed  tothe  King'jB  florehoufe  in .  Kiik^ 
wall 

On  one  eftate,  the  ordinary  mode  of  hufbandry  has  been  exchanged  ^t 
onc^  that  has  been  long  pradifed  in  the  befl  cultivated  coimtries  to  the  South} ; 
andidie  experiment  has  exceeded  the  mofl  fanguine  expedatioos:  and  as 
there  is  nothings  either  in  the  foil  or  fituatiou  of  that  place  peculiarly  ^ivour*^ 
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.^B^  the  istme  aml^  adopted  in  odior  kiiaiicw,  laig^  b«  4tteii<fed  Wilh  die 
fkiYtt  happy  cdfifeqwncNM.  Tbe  finnbg  ftock  fatt  faipt  paoe  inrkti  lli»  ifln 
frcrremtttt  dp  the  land  in  tiie  ixi^ttiM  abovt  attaded  to,  as  k  wtont  CKoeeds 
tripfe  its  formdr  p^bm^  Throogh  other  pam  of  A%  liattd,  die  fiirmii)g 
ilock  is  of  a  fixe  'mth  their  agriculture,  tfaeir  horfes  and  cattfe  heii^  ae  pB- 
ny  as  they  are  numerous.  Swine  are  kept  in  great  numbeoB,  wtchout  herd* 
ing  or^oon&Mnetit,  to  !fae  wifpeak&ible  deftnudion  of  both  graft  and  com ; 
.  sind  the  fiieep,  that  amount  to  betwton  two  a»d  ihree  thousand,  Wing  fi^ 
fered  to  enjoy  the  iame  natuml  ttb^ty,  ai«  Gzmasif  left  httrtfiil  in  tfmr  de» 
fvtdationa. 

Little  iMrethan  a  £ailocag  to  the  fouth  of  the  iiknd,  and  iepartled  bj  a 
«ef  of  rocks  thkt  are  almoft  dry  at  low  watee,  is  Atuated  tftie  ^eaudfid  iflaod 
4s£  filgar,  or  ^Ikrholm,  wMc3i  hears  evident  maxka  of  having  been  fonsM- 
if  inhabited.  Thcogh  feme  veftiges^  of  a  hoofe  ore  Aill  to  be  ieen  am 
the  nordi  fide,  atound  which  lye  the  huids  that  appear  to  ha^e  htem 
'Cultivated,^  it  is  probable  that  it  has  never  fumiihed  a  permanent  sdxxfe 
iicbr  dicn  ftwe  in  was  finally  ^feparMed  £mn  tbe  pnodpai  iQaad. 

At  prefent,  it  contains  the  ruins  of  an  old  chapel,  mad  a  Pids4uniife  Hut 
hBBhom  opened.  It  formihes  paifaflpe  ibr  a  nvmber  of  ibeep  and  yoiug  cafr- 
ete  in  ibminer,  and  ^ivea,  by  it&  fstnmublt  iitttatian,  the  ttmoft  ftcooty  to 
&e  fine  harbour  of  Elwick^ 

AiluMig  a  gpreat  many  harbours  found  ia  the  ifinds,  this  pofleOea  £ome 
admtfxttgea,  m  as  br.m  it  is  iiecure  in  every  quarter,  the  gvound  goody  the 
waterdeep,  ^  beach,  in  ibane  phces  at  ieaft,  fuch,  that  a  ikip  may  run  a^ 
ihore  withowt  damage*  There  is  pleney  of  ^reih  watief  at  btnd  ;  and,  as  it 
fxpeas  to.  die  iidMCh,  it  is  com^esteot,^  kilim  nfpmSty  .for  ^ps  hoimd  to  that 
«piarter  of  Ae^cdumtry. 

In  oommott  with  moft  of  ftbe  reft,  tfaas  iflanfl  exhibits  ibme  monuments 
id  aatiqiiity;.  Among  theie  may  :be  #sokoaed,  belides  ibme  Beptih  chapek 
of  little  note,  many  Pids-houfes  ranged  along  die  fhones  as  fo  many  fiarti, 
hilrgs,  «r  cafllea^-toga^r  with  tmiili  or  bcorows  ixi  ^ery  difieveat-  ikuodons. 
A  tmoniftmental  Bone,  df  the  fame^iiguiie  and  .^tnaofions  wkh  4iu>fe  in  :o^ 
feher  placea,  raiies  its  ^veaemUe  head  in  a  plain  ^icar  its  eaftem  esMetnity  $ 
and,  «o  dtafe  the  catalogue,  on  the  banks  of  the  iea  facing  >the4iorch,  is  the 
Acme  of  OduL 
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-  l^e&jes  Its  otha:  produdiocis,  this  ifland  prodiices,  aimually,  about  an 
hun&^d  tons  of  kelp ;  itB  valued  rent  is  two  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
thirty-fix  pounds  Scots  ;  its  real,  fix  hundred  pounds  Sterling ;  aAd  it3  po^ 
pulation,  which  for  fome  years  paft  has  been.on  the  increafe^  is  feven  hun-r 
dred  and  fifty. 

XVI.  Stronsay,  a  pretty  large  ifland,  rather  flat,  fituated  to  the  eaft 
of  the  former,  from  which  it  is  divided  by  a  rapid  fridi  of  the  lame  namei 
fix  miles  wide,  on  that  quarter  bounds  the  groiqp  of  the  Orkney  ifl^^nds. 
From  an  infpedion  of  the  map,  it  appears  to  be  not  only  curioufly  index- 
ed, but  almoil  cut  into  three  diitind  iflands,  which  were  formerly  fa  many 
feparate  parifhes  ;  and  this  interfe<^ion  has  probably  given  rife  to  the  name 
conferred  on  it  by  tfie  aficients,  of  the  Ifle  of  Strands,  or  Stronlky. .  Its  di- 
menfions  are,  feven  miles  long,  and  four  broad ;  dxrpog^  wluch  it  difcovos 
much  variety  in  point  of  foil  and  elevation  ;  and,  while  it  equals  federal  of 
(he  reft  in  the  produ&ion  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  it  enjoys  one  advantage 
over  them,  m  its  v^  convenient  (itualion  for  an  etiteniive  and  lucradve 
iifhery.  This  advantage,  howevar  much  defpifed  at  prefent,  &ems.  to  have 
attra&ed  attentioi)  iii  forntigr  tkri^  -5^ea  the  ifland  ivaa :  confidered  as  of 
more  confequence,  on  aocouik  oi  its  e^ctenfive  intercourfe  with  die  eaft,  in  die 
flourifhing  fbte  of  the  hening  fifhery,  a  pretty  extenfrve  one  beingtheA  carried 
on  in  that  ifland  llie  exa&*fhare  which  the  inhabitants  had  in  that  bufinefs 
cannot  now  be  afcqttained  ;  but  it  was  probably  not  very  great,  as  moft  c£ 
the  operations  were  performed  by  people  from  the  county  of  Fife,  who,  be- 
ing called  home  in  the  commotions  liiat  dien  ihook  the  kingdom,  all  fell  in 
the  battle  of  Kitfyth  ;  and  this  drcumftance  unfbrtunatiely  put  an  ^d  to  that 
promifing  fpecles  of  indoftry. 

If  ever  it  be  again  refiimed,  the  two  fine  harbours  of  v^hich  th&  ifland 
can  boaft,  iimy  tontdbc^e  mudi  to  its  profpenty.  Linga  Sound  is  one  of 
Ihefe,  whidi  lies  on  dve  weft  fxAk ;  Papay  Sound,  on  the  north^eaft,  is  the 
other ;  aiid  both  of  them  are,  on  the  proper  anchoring  ground,  fecure  places 
for  fhi|^ing. 

Many  fine  fi^  fuch  as  cod,  Hng,  hatUmt,  haddocks,  and,  in  the  feafbo^ 
plenty  of  excellent  herrings,  abound  near  the  coaft ;  but  fuch  is  either  the 
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wantf  df  time^  enteiptiie,  or  capital,  that^  inflead  of  maklt^  th  4i:^p^  of 
commerce  of  thefe  fifh,  they  icarcely  procure  what  is  fidfideat  fcHrtKeir  owt 
cotifumptioiu 

Agrkukure  is  m  much  the. fame  ftate  as  in  other  filaces^  One  excepdoii 
ought  to  be  noticed  A  female  proprietor  has  had  fjpirit  to  bring  a  maQ  $:oit| 
England,  to  enclofe  and  improve  fuch  of  the  wafle  lands  on  her  eftate  as 
virere  before  but  of  very  little  utility.  The  attempt  19  unquestionably  lauda- 
|>le,  and  merits  the  dianks  of  every  firiend  to  improvement  i  hot  bow  far  it 
may  fucceed,  or  ^vdietiber  it  be  condui^ed  iwith'  th^t  £ldU  necd&ry  to  fecur^ 
iuccefs,  are  points  which  time  alone  can  determioa  .1 

The  farming  ftock  is  alfo  mitch  the  fame  heie  as  elfir^^Aiere,  bodi  as  to 
quantity  and  quality.  The  peqpte  are  the  iatoe  way  employed  on  their  litdt 
hrmdj  occafionally  fiiUng  for  immediate  coofuto^  apd  in  the  fummer 
isAonths  manu&d^uring  Joelp»  of  which  they  mal^  «t  an  average,  .thret 
hundr^  tons  annually.  t 

^  ;  As  Ae  vahie4  reitt  is  jfaor  thoufand  fix  hModv^ 

U^  1^  re^'  fw  hondced  and  fifty  poui^  Stedm^  the  Daciall  ^t^reni^  b^ 
«weenrib«feTO]«k  efldiH>it^  in>  ftr^^  vifw^  j^l^lQir  A^e  i)C  ^ 

Impn^iemeiit  of  the  land,  whidh^  aotwitl^ftacf^iog^  io  or^^Mry  ie^^fifms^  p^ 
ll^es  much  more  dmt  is  imx&rf  for  giajntaiiijas  mw:  hm^i^  inh^jiHsnttr 
^  Iadte^artlv.weftcQn»r,  a  vixn  (^  leadror^  inTw  di^O^^we^  many  yeair* 
Ance,  fjjecbimnBoF  whidiwere  fentiiitp  £i)^ia^  trial  ibu( 

as  no  ftepg-hMe  ^ec^  taken  in  die  b«fiiuifiii  ^  x^f^axt  ^jOltaMy  was  uofii^ 
voumbte 

Tow^  ditr  eaft  coaft,  among  lim  tods,  are  ^ee  mliwal  fpringi  at 
moik  clofe  together/  <fiff^ring  in  ^nagdx,  though  of  the  flHne  natyre  i  a94 
fuch  confidence  do  the  people  place  in  thefe  %ring»,  (^ifikh,  together,  ga 
under  the  name  of  ihe  Weil  of  RiUogide),  ^  at  tih(»  imn^  ti»«  in  that 
IR^--weed  namkt  Di^  ^rodQae4  ia  Gruiyriin,.  (ferhaps  the  bay  of  Odin^ 
as  to  have  given  ri&^to  a  promh,  ^  That;  ^  %ieV  Pi  Kjldifigi»ft  an4  tbf 
^  dulfe  of  Guiydin  \^  cure  ail  mala4ies  but  J^iad  JDmtih ' 

Tomefs  and  Odnefs,  the  names  of  two  nefles,  are  perhaps  d«nved  &(m 
t^Scamlinavian4?ides^.ThoraddOc||i^  /   '   y 
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The  andquides  here  are,  as  in  A6  dSiifc  illandi,  luMiiti,  Pi€terlioyieS| 
and  PopSQi*  chapels,  in  none  of  which  is  there  €Uiy  thing  peciiKar^ 

Xyil.  PApAY-SiritONSAY  K  i  pkalknt  litde  ifland  that  Kes  vAiy  titiit^ 
and,  as  it  were,  in  the  Tx)fom  of  the  fonner,  on  the  north-eMl  quarter,  Ae 
circumference  of  wluch  does  not  exceed  three  miles  ;  and  as  k  is  oJF  a  lev^ 
furfiice,  dBftingtiHhed  alice  £br  its  beauty  ihd  fertffity,  it  fiimiJhes  a  very 
comfortable  ^bode  for  a  pretty  extenfive  burner,  wiA  his  fei^ants  itnd  other 
dependants,  who  mafce^a  part  of  the  <iongreg;ation  of  Sttxmfay. 

Even  in  this  fmall  place,  there  were  formerly  two  chapels  for  rd^ous 
worlhip,  the  one  dedicated  to  St  Bride,  and  the  other  to  St  NicolAs.  In  the 
middle  cf  the  IpaCe  between  thx^,  is  an  emiinence  known  by  the  ttame  of 
Earls-knoll,  on  whfch  are  apparent  fome  graves  and  rums. 

Curiofity  fome  time  ago  prompted  the  qpemng  of  one  of  the  ibrmdr; 
which,  from  tibe  diflanceoi  the  ftones  planted  at.  tfcfe  two  «xtremMei^  ap* 
peared  to  be  upwards  of  ti^  feet ;  and  fottte  dF  the  human  bone^  ft  wa» 
found  to  contain,  fumifiied  grotmd  for  believing  that  the  body  muft  hatrtf 
been  nearly  of  the  fione  tfimenfions; 

XVHI.  EDAT,aniflattdiituatedttearAeten»TeT>ftiienoift!ifles,  isfi^ 
miles  long  and  nearly  two  broad,  the  «aft  fide  of  which  is  green,  flat,  and 
tolerably  well  cdtivated,  while  hs  weft  and  north  fides  corifift  of  hilb  mo- 
derately high,  affording  exceJlent  pear,  and  moftfy  co^ver^  with  heath. 

TTiename  it  bears  has  in  fome  inftantes  been  drawn  from  this  tlothiiig 
of  heath,  and  in  others  from  the  number  of  rapid  eddy-tides  with  which  it 
IS  furrounded.  By  an  sbthor  of  great  name  {^),  it  has  been  fuppofed  to  be 
ttxe  Occtif  of  the  Egypdan  geographer  (jk).  In  andent  times,  it  is  laid  to 
have  i)een  rich  and  populous,  t31  plundered  by  fome  audacious  invader,  who, 
net  fetisfied  with  frrippittg  ^em  of  their  catde  imd  other  property,  expelled  aH 
fire  kAabitants  [a).  To  this  account,  however,  we  can  give  no  great  crecEt^ 
as  there  are  no  marks  of  its  ever  having  been  more  cultivated  than  at  pre^ 
fcnt  f  afed  in  fome  df  the  oldeftlrentds  of  thefe  iflands,  the  articles  paid  are, 
ihftead  of  gram  as  lA  bther  plates,  QeQi  and  butter ;  wMdi  would  rather  in* 
*      .  .  .  -O2  cfine 


(y)  Cambden's  Britaimaa.  <z)  Ptolemy.  (a)  Ben.  MS.  Advv  Lib«  Edkh 
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1800-  cllne  m  to  condude  it  had  been  only  deftined  for  pafturage.  Now,  vrhen 
the  feafons  are  tolerably  good,  there  is  no  want  of  grain  for  fupporting  the 
people ;  and  when  prompted  by  need,  or  by  inclination,  to  launch  their 
boatd,  in  the  management  of  which  they  are  imcommonly  deKerons,  they 
feldom  return  without  fifh  of  the  very  beft  kind,  raiply  iufficient  to  com-^* 
penfate  tibieir  labour,  * 

Many  boats  here  have  been  employed,  for  feveral  years  pail,  in  the  lob- 
fter  fifhing  in  fummer,  while  the  body  of  the  pec^le  are  occupied  in  the 
manufadture  of  kelp,  of  which  there  is  produced  nearly  eighty  tons  an* 
nually. . 

The  proportion  of  die  land  in  tillage  to  tibe  land  in  pafhii^,  is  much  lefs 
than  in  moft  other  places ;  but  4his  difadvantage  is  more  than,  overbalanced 
by  the  great  plenty  of  excellent  fuel  it  affords,  not  only  to  thofe  who  cefide 
on  it,  but  to  iev^al  of  the  neighbouring  iHands. 

To  this  advantage  may  be  added  another,  refulting  from  its  harbours, 
^p.the  aorth-eaft,  and. at  a  finall  diftance,  lies  a  large  holm^  named  the 
^^i  diftinguifhed  for  its^e  turf,  aiid  flieep  pafture ;  and  between  this  and 
the  ifland,  is  an  arm  of  tlie  fea,  that  opena  bodi  to  the  north  and  fouth,  fomn 
ing  the  noble  harbour  of  Calf-Sound  Another,  but  not  of  equal  excel- 
leiTce,*  U9ftt9!V^d  the  ^eft,  named  Hersnefs;  and  in  both  of  thefe,  fiiip^ 
may  fija^  yery  fafe  joidhorage,  c^jpccially  in  the  former. 

This  iftaud,  which  is  now  the  property  of  two  gentlemen,  bebnged,  in 
the  lafi  century,  to  Lord  Kindaven^  who  buik  a  houfe  here,  andere^ed 
ialij-paas,  whi9h  were  wrought  with  equal  ijpirit  and  fuorefa^  duudng;  alt  the 
(feys  of  dxeir  patron. 

This  nobleman,  who  was  fon  of  Robert,  and  brother  erf,  PatcicL  Stewart 
Earl  of  Orkney,  had  been  by  Charles  the  Firft  created  Earl  of  Carrick,  which 
name  he  conferred  on  a  village  fituated  near  the  harbour  of  Calf-found,  which 
was  through:  his  influence  ereded  by  the  fame  monarch  mtg  a  buigh  of  barD« 
ny ;  but  as  he  died  without  any  lawful  iflue,  the  title  became  extin/^  tbe> 
houfe  crumbled  down,  and  the  village  fimk  into  ohTcurity. 
1725.  Trufting  tp  the  def«icele(s  ftate  of  the  ceantry  at  ^hat  time,  the  pirate 

Gow  entered  this  harbour,  with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  eirtend  his  dqpreda^ 
tions  from  thia  place  as  a  centre  j  and  he  .would  have  unqueftionably  done 
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ib,  ta  the  great  terror  a8  well  as  the  detriment  of  the  inhabitants,  had  not 
the  refolute  ^irit  of  one  of  the  proprietors,  then  refiding  in  the  houfe  of 
Camek,  ftimuhted  and  fupported  by  his  equally  intrepid  neighbours,  fizzed 
the  pirate,  his  crew  and  his  fhip,  and  thus  rid.  the  world  of  one  who  had 
Men  fora  Jbag  time  a  peft  to  fociety. 

The  Redhead,  which  forms  one  of  the  fides  of  the  harboiu',  contains 
an  &i:cellent  freeftone  quarry,  firom  which  mod  of  the  country  is  fupplied 
Yiiih  that  article  ;  and  it  has  been  fuppofed,  not  without  good  grounds,  that^ 
notwithftandiag  the  diftance,  it  has  even  fitrnifhed  ftones  for  the  cathedral 
c£  St  Magnus  in  KirkwalL 

Here  diere  is  a  ftandiog  monumental  fione,  limilar  to  thofe  which  are 
cWenred  in  the  other  iflands ;  feveral  Pids-houfes  may  alio  be  obferved ;  and 
filch  a  number  of  tumuli,  especially  on  one  fpot,  as  may  fumifh  reafonable- 
groimds  of  coQJe<£hire,  that  this  place  has  been  the  fcene  of  military  exploits^ 
and  o£  blood,  no  lefs  than  of  depredation. 

The  papulation  of  the  ifland  is  fix  hundred.  , 

XIX.  Faray  is  a  finall  ifland,  diflant  firom  the  former  about  two  milea 
to  the  weft ;  not  exceeding  two  miles  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth ;  rather, 
flat,  and  covered  with  Terdure.  Befides  a  very  advantageous  fituation  for. 
fifliing,  it  has  a  foil. and  fur&cemore  than  fufficient  to  raife  both,  com  and. 
catfel^  in  ordinary  years^  to  anfwer  every  demand  of  the  inhabitants. 
'  Afanoft  at  die  fame  difl^mce  from.  £day,  but  in  the  oppofite  direif^ion, 
la^fituated  the  pleafimt,  fiertile,  extenfive  ^md  populous  ifland  of 

XX*   Sanday^     Few,  vfry  few  of  the  group  caa  compare  with  this,^ 
iaany  refpe^,  as  will  appear  evident  finom.the  detail  of  a.few  particulars. 

From  fi>uth**weft.  to  nordi-^eaft,  it  extends  fully  twelve  milei ;  its  mean 
keadth  does  not  exceed  a  mile  and  a  half ;  and  the  whole  furface  of  confe- 
qnence  is  nc^  Ids  than  nineteen  fquare  miles.  Much  of  the  £Dil  it  contains^ 
is  of  a  fandy  nature ;  and  this  circumftance,  even  without^  any  authority  to* 
fuppor^  US,  we  would  naturally  conclude  had  originally  given  birth  to  it» 
tmae.  {a)    £xccpt'on  the  weft  fide,  for.fome  diftance,^  vi^^eit  rifes  into  a  a 

ridge" 


(a)  Sic  diAa,  quia  Arenofa  infob.    Ben.  MS*  Adv.  Lib*  Edinburgh. 

Digitized  by  VziOOQIC 


^  HIS*rORY   OF  BoolL 

ridge  of  a  inotleme  height  1UCM&  k  the  eharsderiAk  of  Its  mkcAe  fucw 
fitce. 

By  far  tliie  greater  |)att  of  it  is  cultivated^  dxMig^  vniefr  ai  a  Smt  Ia-' 
^  ftances,  not  in  aTuperior  manner. 

It  notwidiftanding  produces  a  large  <|iiantity  of  gndo,  diat  is  ant  calf 

fufiicient  for  die  ^pport  of  thoTe  ^hhin  k,  but  may  furniih  a  yftff^fiii¥f  boUs 

at  leaft,  as  an  article  of  export,  in  years  of  ordinary  pieoty*     Heie,  as  elfe* 

where^  die  people  are  employed,  in  the  ipiiftg  fdaSoOy  on  dior  little  fields ; 

the  greatefl ))art  of  diem  mahufa^hin  kelp  in  fummer;  and  during  ierene 

Atreather,  when  their  odier  bufinefs  permitB,  they  (bmecimes  go  a  fiihing,  for 

Which  employment  no  (kuaticm  can  be  more  &Touiable«     This,  however,  has 

not  yet  induced  any  of  them  to  rdinquiih  their  very  finaU  &rnis  (tn  ^d^kk 

"^ere  is  but  litde  fcope  for  induftry,  though  they  take  up  much  o£  dieir 

"dme,  and  ]^iiti%  only  a  ^anty  and  {H-ecarious  ftibiiiftence),  in  order  to  be^ 

come  fiihers  by  profeffion,  if  we  escqpt  a  very  few,  who  devote  fime  montfas 

every  year  to  the  fifhing  of  loibfters. 

Though  the  foil  is  excdlen^  neither  the  quality  of  the  grain,  the  nature 
and  Value  of  the  farming  ilock,  nor  their  mode  of  i^;iiccdtnre,  has  in  it  any 
lAArtg  that  deiferves  nodce.  Ll  one  rei^pie^,  indeed,  they  liave  got  a  ftep  be* 
ibte  others  in  th^  rund  economy ;  for  inftead  of  fnfibring  their  ihe^,  their 
fvme  and  otha:  Ihre  ftock,  to  deifaroy  th^  own  fields  or  thofe  of  dieir  ndg^ 
hours,  or  putdng  them  up  widiin  madwall  hill«<likes,  that,  as  fences,  can 
yield  Ktt!^  or  no  fecuiity,  diey  t^ke  care  that  none  Audi  reo^ve  detriment ; 
for  they  tend  them,  if  not  cenftantly,  at  leaft  in  die  fummar  feafoa.  Here,  as 
in  moll  other  places,  the  Winning  ftock,  confifting  of  horfes,  catde,  and  even 
a  certain  propordon  ef  die  <mpj  belongs  to  the  iannBord  or.propdetor  of  the 
farm }  and  aU  this,  cmder  die  name  diJIdBoWy  the  tenant  receives  at  his 
«ntry,  and  !eaves  on  his  departure  fifom  his  fionn,  in  order  to  it8  beii^  con- 
veyed to  ^he  next  taunt.  Hits  cuftom,  which  was  once  coDBmoti  tn  Scom 
latxd,  has  originated  in  tlie  poverty  of  fiumera,  tbe  efie&s  of  which  it  wa» 
intended  to  obviitfe ;  bift  ift  ^S»eA  tendency  now,  widiout  dodbt^  is^  to  rdax 
indirffry.  .^         • 

As  this  ifland  is  of  an  extremdy  irregular  fluqpe,  dbe  &orOs  are*  nnicb 
fflcfrc  eztenfive  than  might  be  iuppofed  from  the  extent  of  its  furfitce ;  and 
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as  they  are  attb  in  geii^  i^  thefe  circamftanceB  enaBle  it,  e^m  at  a  mew 
ieiate  expence,  to  produce  a  v^  large  quantity  of  ke^,  which  has  jwftly 
Keen  coniktef ed  a&  ks  ftaple  commodity. 

Accc»r4ingly,  neaiiy  a  fifth  part  c^  what  the  whole  iiknds  majxu&^ure  is 
the  prodmc^  of  this  iflandy  which,  in  years  whiMi  die  marine  planto  grow  tQ 
fiieir  ordinary  degree  of  perfeftion,  and  the  wemefe  of  tjie  weathar  does 
not  ol^ru^  their  being  converted  into  kelp,  may  amount  to  five  hundred 
and  fi^  tons,  as  the  average  quantity. 

Biit  though  its  low  iituation,  the  extent  of  its .  ihc^es,  and  the  number 
tS  creeks  and  bayt»  that  indent  or  interfed  it,  contribitfe  much  to  its  yalue^ 
m  the  produdion  of  kdp,  it  has  often,,  from  iibis£t  vety  circumflancei^. 
been  fatal  to  (hipping.     So  much  has  this  unhappily  been  the  cafe,  th^ 
in  the  flioit  fpace  di  litde  more  than  half  a  century,  thare  has  b^eu  on 
-dns  and  the  litde  ifland  to  the  north,  totally  loft  by  ftipwr^ck,  prc^peir 
ty,  jR^ei^  ami  doQieftic,  to  the  ^nomious  value  of  even  more  than  h^l/T 
a  mittion  SterliAg.     T<^  thefe  caides  of  ihipwiedk  may  be  added  thicks  r^ 
ther  &an  ftormy  weather :  but  by  no  means  can  the  want  of  pla^fis  c^  f^e-- 
ty  be  taken  into  the  account,  fince  there  are  two  harboiurs,  Ketdetoft  cm  the 
ibudi,  and  Otterfwick  on  the  no9th,  that  at-all  times  of  6A^  ar^  eqiiat^  fafe 
and  acceflible.     Aa  thefe  harbowa  are  nearly  opposite  to  each  other,  a94  ^ 
parated  only  by  an  ext^nfive  and  beai^ful  plain,  that  is  thought  to  hav^  a 
ftriking  refemUance  lo  tihe  juiUy  cefebrated  plain  of  Rimnimed^,  t|ie  ^ 
femetmies,  in  the  high  ti(^  of  fpring  and  harveft,  threatens  eoidrdly  ^  c^vid? 
the  ifland.     Several  encroachments,  if  we  may  credit  tradition,  have  ahready 
Keen  made  here  by  die  lea,  one  ef  which  has  fionofed  the  Wy  of  Ott$r^ck> 
•er  OdinTwiek,  now  a  lei^ue  in  lengthy  rqxDfted  ta  have  b^ea  fonnerl^  «ot 
enly  dry  land,  but  a  fordl;  and  die  n^any  roots  c^  trees  diat  an  Uk  fpfisg^ 
tldes^oecaiionally  feen  in  diis  place^  on  th^  reoefe  of  the  watar^  giv^,  it  muft 
be  ecmfefied,  die  colour  of  truth  to  this  tradltiom    To  diia  infUnceisMy  be 
add<^  another-T-^Runaahraek,  whidi^is  How  two  miles  difiant,.  \>vl  is  ref^ert-     l80o;- 
ed  to  have  been  formerly  eonneded  ti^  and  to  have  made  a  part  of  the 
^and,  on  whieh  the  inha^lants  were  accuftomed  to  p^y  at  foot-baUL 

Toward  die  weft  fide  (^  the  ^and,  the  ihore,  to  the  diftaace  of  two  > 
hundred  feet  in  one  pUtce^  confiftsof  aihelving  rock,  that  beats  foue  marks 
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t>f  having  been  once  In  a  liquid  ftate^  and  of  having  undergone  fome  d^ree 
•of  calcination.  The  place  is  called  Heclabir ;  it  may  be^  fixxn  the  refeow 
blance  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  had  to  the  fiunous  kdandic  volcano ;  but  ff 
any  fuch  iii  miniature  has  ever  exifted  here^  tradidon  is  filent  refpefting  it^ 
tind  it  may  liave  been  fwallowed  up  m  the  deep.  Thefe  rocks  confift  of 
puddingftone,  or  breccia. 

There  is  neither  marble  nor  virhinftone  to  be  feen  here,  and  freeftond 
only  in  that  quarter  that  looks  to  Eday,  v^hofe  fi^undadon  is  moftly  coin* 
pofed  of  freeilone :  and  in  a  narrow  channel  that  fefNUtates  the  two  iflands, 
the  furface  of  the  land  on  both  fides  is  not  only  iimilar  in  ahnoft  every  re* 
fped,  but  the  extended  point  in  the  one  correfponds  in  fome  meafure  to  the 
deep  bay  in  the  other. 

Here  there  are  ninety-three  perfons  to  each  fquare  mile,  five  to  each  &r 

mily ;  the  number  of  males  bom  to  that  of  females,  twenty-three  to  twen- 

ty^two ;  the  number  of  the  biiths  to  the  number  of  the  peq)le,  as  one  to  thir- 

^-feven  ;  and  the  whole  inhabitants,  which  have  been  increafing  in  number 

for  half  a  century  paft,  now  amount  to  one  tboufand  ieven  htmdred  and 

'feventy.  • 

The  oldeft  names  among  them  are  Torfs,  TuUachs,  Muirs,  Swaney% 
Teas ;  and  ihefe,  together  vrith  Torfnefs,,  or  Thmihefe,  Qdinfwick,  Odin- 
ikar,  and  Hillihow,  names  of  places  and  of  houfes,  are  all,  without  doubt,  de- 
rived from  that  dialed  of  the  Gothic  language,  vrfaich  was  formerly  ipokra 
here,  under  the  denominadon  of  Norfe  or  Norwe^an. 

*  XXL  North  Ronalds  ay  isfo  named,  to  diflingmfh  it  £com  ano^ 
ther  in  the  fouth,  to  which  it  oertainly  has  no  fcxt  of  refemblance,  unlefs  in 
the  names  they  bear ;  both  of  which,  it  is  probaUe,  have  been  derived  firom 
fome  one  or  other  of  the  Honalds,  ancient  Counts  of  Orkney.  Situated  to 
the  north  of  Sanday,  at  the  difbnce  of  two  miles,  an^  divided  from  it  by  2 
very  rapid  and  dangerous  frith,  it  contains  about  four  fquare  miles,  on 
which  live,  in  great  peace  and  comfort,  about  four  hundred  and  twenty  ia* 
habitants.  Here  the  population  has  increaied  of  late,  as  well  as  in  .the  one 
]afl  mendoned  ;  but  inftead  of  five,  there  are  here  fix  to  a  £unily.    ^^ 

The  whole  of  it  is  litde  rgifed  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  dry,  and  o£  a 
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fml  compofed  of  fand  aod  clay  in  difl^rent  proportions,  which  is  cultivate<l 
in  the  ordinary  flovenly  manner,  and  yet  prodaces  both  com  and  grafs  of 
«i  excellent  kind,  and  in  fuffident  quantity.  Tlie  people  are  fober,  honeft^ 
decent  in  their  manners,  and  comparadvely  induftrious.  During  winter^ 
they  ^nd,  their  time  in  taking  care  of  their  cattle  and  their  crops,  and  in 
colledting  fea^weed  for  firing  and  manure ;  and  when  the  weather  is  fair^ 
ft)  that  tfiey  can  venture  to  fea,  they  catch  fifh  fw  their  fiimilies.  S|mng  is 
employed  on  the  land,  as  in  other  plac^ ;  and  vrhen  the  fummer  months 
arrive,  ahnoft  all  hands  are  aftively  employed  in  the  manufafture  of  kelp,  of 
which  they  make  at  leaft  a  hundred  tons  annually. 

The  furface,  the  fdil,  the  fward,  and  even  the  rocks  here,  have  a  ftrik- 
ing  refemblance  to  tibe  fame  objedls  on  the  north  of  Sanday ;  and  as  the 
land  on  bodi  fides  is  equally  low,  the  iilands  have  been  almoft  equally  £ttal  to 
mariners.  To  fave  the  Hves  of  thi«  moft  nfeful  and  reipeftaWe  fet  of  meny . 
to  preferve  property,  and  to  promote  commerce,  a  lighdioufe  feventy  fe^t 
high  was  ere&ed  £>me  yean  ago  on  the  north^-eaft  point  of  the  iflslnd, 
which,  together  with  that  on  the  Pef^and  Skerry,  in  the  othdr  extremity  of 
the  iilands,  muft  contribute  zmich  to  the  &fety  of  trade  in  thia  quarter  of 
die  wwkL 

Even  here,  ae  weS  as  In  nKxre  extenfive  places^  a  mommental  flone^ 
ftands  in  the  middle  of  a  j^mn,  ten  feet  high,  and  four  broad,  n^u^ly  of  the 
&me  foim  with  thofe  fo  firequendy  met  with  elfewhere,  and,  Hke  diem  alfe, 
there  is  no  tradition  whatever  re^pefHng  either  the  time  when,  or  the  pur- 
pofe  for  which  it  ^as  eredtedL  Around  it,  on  the  firft  day  of  die  New  Year, 
the  inhabitaitts  fometimea  afieacible  for  dieSr  amufement,  aiid  indulge  for  a 
while  in  the  fong  and  the  danca 

In  difierent  parts,  alfo,  there  are  tumuli,  one  erf  which  has  been  opened, 
and  waa  fo^d  to  contain  a  building  of  nine  4eet  diameter,  circular  on  the 
outftde,  and  iquare  ^id  hollow  v^ridiin,  in  the  bottom  of.  which  war  a  weB^,^ 
and  in  the  i^j^per  part  &e  fk^eton  ef  a  mt^  in  nearfy  an  upright  attitude. 

XXn.  Westray  ia  an  iflknd  of  much  greater  confequence,  both  in 
extent  and  vari^  of  fur£«:e,  and  lies  at  the  ^ftance  of  tw^e  miles ;  and  as. 
it  termioatea  the  clufter  on  the  north-weft  quarter,  it  probably  from  this? 
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drcuB3d%ance  dcimes  its  &ame.  Ita  ihape  bears  Some  refemUance.  to  a crok^ 
the  body  of  wkidi  may  be  «ftimated  at  eight,  while  its  arms  do  not  extend 
^bove  five  miles,  and  if  reduced  into  a  form  C2q[>able  of  meafurement^  it  may 
contain  about  fourteen  fquare  mile& 

Through  this  whole  extent,  which  fbretches  from  ibuth-eaft  to  nordi-^ 
w^,  it  forms  a  ridge,  low  on  the  fhores,  and  gendy  elevated  towards  the 
middle ;  and,  from  ibudx  to  north,  on  the  weft  fide,  a  range  of  pretty  hig^ 
luJUs  forms  its  boundary  in  that  direiftion.  The  cuMvated  land,  and  the 
principal  grafs  pafture,  are  on  the  eaft  end,  and  on  the  north  and  fouth  ilhfl^es; 
a  large  portion  of  it  is  on  the  £buth-w^  whare  both  are  uncommonly  fine; 
a^od  as  the  wafte  land  lies  in  the  middle  of  thefe  trads,  what  is  on  the  weft 
and  north-weft  is  inferior  neither  in  quantity  ncx  quality.  Here,  there  is 
foil  of  every  fort,  land,  clay,  loam,  ^avel,  yarpha,  or  a  mixture  of  clay 
and  peat,  as  ma^r  eafily  be  conceived  from  the  hill  and  dale,  the  low  aad 
^vated  ground,  that  enter  into  its  iuperficial  compofitimu  While  (he  two 
laft  defcribed  iflands  are  entirely  diftitute  of  peat  for  fuel,  and  fufter  imicb 
on  this  account,  this  has  peat-Hio&  in  abcsodancey  wluch^  undo  propa*  mat- 
magement,  might  fup^y  the  iiland  with  this  invaluable  article,  for  the  ipace 
of  even  more  than  a  century.  Much  com  is  raifed  here,  of  an  iodiflferent 
quality ;  the  graft  is  excellent  for  prodttcing  ^fliilk  and  butter,  and  feeding 
black  cattle }  a>d,  in  the  ftrong  rapid  tides  and  boifierous  ieas  which  enctrde 
it  in  every  quart^^  there  is  fuch  plenty  of  fi&  of  the  very  beft  kind,  that 
when  the  weather  is  mild,  and  the  fea  fix  imooth  that  the  boats  can  get  off 
to  the  fiihing-ground,  which  lies  at  a  confidence  diftance,  they  feldom  He^ 
turn  without  an  ample  reward  for  their  kbour.  A  few  hands,  of  late,  Iwrc 
been  employed  in  the  lobfter-fifliing ;  but  the  bulk  of  the  peqple  here,  as 
in  oth^  places,  fpend  the  winter  in  idleaeia^  the  fpring  in  the  cukure  of 
their  fields,  and  the  fummer,  except  during  a  few  intervals  that  are  emplajwd 
in  fifhing,  in  the  manufa^ure  of  kelp,  ip  which  their  labour  produces,  at 
an  aiven^e,^  three  hundred  tons  annually.  The  population  is  about  a  huiv 
dred  to  every  fquare  mile,  or  fourteen  hundred  in  all  j  and  though  feveral 
of  the  landholders  and  their  famiUes  have  rcaaao^ved  from  their  eftates,  which 
is  certainly  a  great  detriment,  it  doca  not  feem  to  have  decreafed  muchi.  if 
at  all,  from^  what  it  was  fwrnerly.     Much  naught  k  be  increafed»  were 
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attention  beftowed  on  the  land,  the  fi&th  part  «i  wfaldi  h^  not  jet  bcfen 
cultirated,  though  a  large  proportion  of  it  k  t2CpMe  q£  improvement* 
;.  Though^  on  the  eaft  and  fouth,  there  are  two  hays,  where  {hips  may  ride 
fgr  foime  time  in  fummer^  the  only  harbour  that  can  be  depended  on  ia  ^^H^X- 
callferi  Pfer-o'-wall,  on  the  noKh-weft  j  and  this  is  fit  for  fcaitt  vefllls  Oaly«  t 
Formerly^  it  affoitJed  accommodation  for  (hips  of  milch  greats  burden  j  and: 
it  y  (till  ihekered  in  all  diredliona :  but,  from  die  blowing  of  the  fand,  whie^i": 
of  btte  ha&  been  very  gn^  the  water  has  become  fo  ihaflow,  th^f  ihip^ 
which  have  occafion  to  put  in  here  are  compelled  to  ahchor  in  a  mwe  o^i^ 
road  farther  out  In  the  harboilr.     The  blowing  of  th«  iknd  has  tlfo  fprfead  de^ 
fohtion  over  fome  «f  ,tbe  moft  beautiful  and  beft  land,  not  only  in  thia  iflsujd^ 
bat  alfo  in  Sioiday.     With  reiped  to  the  latter,  in  particular,  this  deftruaive- 
efFedt  has  been  evidently  produced  by  the  injudicious  cufllom  of  cutting,  or- 
even  pulling,  for  various  purpcfes,  a  plant,  here  named  bent  {firdnoja  arundo^ 
Lin.)  which  feems  to  take  deli^^  in  a  ical  of  this  nature^     But,  inilead.c^ 
removing  that  plant,  it  fhould  be  cultivated  with  care,  and  the  feeds,  wherv 
ripe,  collected  and  fown,  to  fix  the  foil,  which  it  is  found  to  do  very  effec- 
tually.    Thr  fiane  eflfe^  may  be  Jproddoed  by  other  i^anta  of  a  fmiilar 
nature,  fuch  as  the  galium  hteum^  tha  elytms  Oirenaritify  tfiticum  jumxum  i; 
and  as  thde^plants  could  be  eafily  procured,  it  would  certakUy  be  an  olge^ 
hi^y  meriting  the  attention  of  the  landholders     This  ifland^  as  well  as  the: 
reft.  Id  not  deftitute .  of  fome  objefts  of  antiiquity..    Along  the  fljorea,  in: 
many  places,  the  eye  meets  with  fome  of  diofe  ruins,  denominated  Pids-. 
houfea,  which  exhibit  notbdng  extraordinary. 

TumuU  or  barrows,  alfo,  are  not  unfirequent ;  and  the  remains  of  fome- 
Popifh  chapels,  fior  which  the  people,  till  lately,  fhowed  no  iinall  d^^  ofi 
veneration.  Little  farther  tfun  half  a  mile  firom  the  man&,  appear  two» 
graves,  the  one  much  larger  than  the  other,  the  leaft  endofed  within  a  circle* 
ef  ftones,  and  both  of  them  formed  of  four  flbnes,  placed  at  equal  dtfUncesi 
from  one  anoduer ;  and  hunian  bonee  are  frequently  found  near  tliem^  hk 
two  pretty  extenfive  plains  by  the  fea,  the  one  on  the.fouth^  and  the  otibei 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland,  the  blowing  of  the  fand  has  opened  to  view 
a  multitude. of  gravea,  all  of  them  fbsmed  in  nearly  the  fame  manner ;  and, 
though  tradition  vencuves  to  give  no  account  of  them,  they  have  very  pro-. 
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btbly  been  the  fcenes  of  cooflid  and  cams^  in  (ome  remote  period.  The 
eye  of  curiofity  has  penetrated  fyme  of  thele  to  the  north,  and  been  grad-' 
fied  with  the  fight  of  not  only  human  bones  and  (keletons,  in  a  reclining 
pofture,  but  of  weapons  of  war,  domeftic  utenfils,  and  federal  other  attidety 
tiae  iife  of  which  could  not  be  difcovered  with  certainty.  QoTe  by  diia 
ticeary  wafte  is  (he  beaudful  town  of  Waal,  the  name  of  which  has  perhaps 
Idthe  reference  to  the  event  whkh  miift  have  been  long  perpetuated  in  this 
fidd  of  flaugltt^.  (^2)  By  die  fide  of  it,  on  die  borders  of  a  beaittiful  loch 
of  firelh  water,  at  the  bottom  of  a  green  hfll,  on  a  verdant  fdain,  with  a 
gentle  declivity  towards  the  fea,  ftands  the  noble  caftle  of  Noldond,  which 
ii  believed,  thou^  erroneoufly,  to  have  been  hoik  for  the  reception  of  the 
unfortunate  Mary  and  her  profligate  paramour  Bothwell,  when  didr  enemies 
drove  diem  to  the  laft  extremity.  (3) 

The  oldeft  names  oi  places  are,  Garth,  Gom,  Get,  Skeal,  l^cealwick ; 
joid^  of  men.  Meal,  Hercus,  and  Seater ;  which  are  all  plainly  of  Gothic 

XXIIL  Pafay-Westray,  a  beaudful  litde  ifland  to  the  north  of  the 
&rmer,  from  which  it  is  diftant  fcarcdy  more  than  a  mile,  is  four  miles 
long,  and  not  above  one  broad;  and,  in  point  of  form,  extent,  dimenfions,  and 
nardculidy  of  ibil,  furface,  and  productions,  bears  a  very  fbiking  refemblan^e 
to  die  pleafant  and  ferdle  ifles  of  North  Ronaldiay  and  Burray,  akeady 
mentioned.  To  nddier  <^  them  does  it  yield  in  the  produ^ion  c^excdlent 
com,  and  as  fine  natural  clover  as  is  anywhere  to  be  found,  firom  a  rich 
loamy  bottom }  die  land  gendy  rifing  toward  the  middle,  and  (helving  to^ 
ward  the  fea  on  bodi  fides,  till  it  terminates  toward  the  nonh,  in  what  is 
;well  known  by  the  name  of  Mull  of  Papay.  To  add  to  the  beauty  of  this 
charming  ifland,  a  loch  of  fired  crater  ornaments  its  foudi-eafl:  comer,  in 
which  there  is  an  enchanting  ifle,  litde  larger  than  is  fufiicient  to  f^rve  for  the 
foundation  of  a  Pids-houfe,  on  which  was  afterwards  reared  the  once  noble 
chapel  of  St  TredwalU 

The 
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The  wonders  which  fuperftition  fonnerly  fabricated^  and  afcribed  tx)  thU 
female  faint,  (he  is  no  longer  believed  to  perform,  {a). 

The  valued  rent  is  feven  hundred  aikl  foirty-three  pounds  Scois ;  the  red, 
two  huildred  pounds  Sterling,  befides  eighty  tons  of  kelp  a  year;  aiiud  k 
fupports,  with  eafe,  above  two  hundi^  inhabitants.  '  t 

XXIV.  Eagleshay  Is  another  Ikde  ifland  of  the  fame  defcripdon, 
almoft  fix  miles  ibuth  ol  Weftray,  from  which  it;  is  ^vided  by  an  impetuous 
firith,  and  is  inferior  to  none  of  them  in  regaitl  either  to  external  beauty  .oir 
convenieftcy  of  fituation. 

For  this  lail  reafon,  no  doubt,  it  has  been  chofen  as  a  fit  place  of  refidet^re 
by  feveral  iOuftrious  perfons. 

The  Douglaffes  and  the  Mont^ths,  who  were  Its  proprietors,  not  only 
refided  on  this  ddightfol  fpot,  but  alfo  fome  of. the  ancient  counts;  and 
even  the  bifliops,  allured  by  its  cohimodiouilhefs,  gave  it  a  decided  preference 
as  an  habitation.  But  an  event  of  a  very  different  kind  confers  on  it  much 
more  celebrity :  it  was  the  fcene  of  the  unjuft  and  cruef  murder  of  the  pious 
St  M^^us,  the  tutelary  faint  of  thefe  iflands. 

The  church  dedicated  to  that  faint,  which,  in  its  fbudure,  has  fome 
mai^  (^  antiquity,  is  faid  to  have  been  built  on  the  vay  fjpot  virhere  that 
infamous  deed  v^ras  perpetrated  by  his  ambitious  relation,  vrithout  provocation. 
The  ifland  is  about  two  miles  long  and  one  broad,  the  rental  of  which,  a- 
mounting  to  about  a  hundred  pounds,  goes  rather  into  the  coffers  of  the  fu- 
perior  than  the  vafTal :  it  produces  feventy  tons  of  kelp  in  a  feafon,  and  con- 
tsdns  nearly  two  htmdred  very  civilized  and  hofpitable  inhabitants. 

^fcXV.  RousAY,  which  lies  toward  the  wefl,  and  is  feparated  fitwx 
it  by  a  fhrait  of  a  mile  broad,  is,  in  point  of  exte'nt,  of  much  greater  conf^ 
quence.  The  eafl  fide  of  it  tliat  fronts  Eaglefhay,  on  the  decliidty,  or  at 
the  bottom  of  the  hills,  is  beautifully  fituated,  ajid  abundantly  fertile.  The 
feme  with  propriety  may  be  faid  of  the  fouth-wefl  comer,  aroxmd  the 
thureh,  to  fome  diflance :  only  a  narrow  ftripe  near  the  fhores  is  cultivated 
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ia  other  places :  the  whole  middle  fpacft  oonfifts  of  pnetty  high  hills^  corered 
plentifully  with  heath,  which  fhelters  neKX)ffowl,  and  intermixed  with  gra& 
of  various  forts,  for  rearing  and  fupporting  great  numbers  of  flieep,  fwine, 
and  black  cattle.  Tbefe  hills  hav?  iiow  ceafed  to  blaze  (jpontaneoufly  at 
jnight,  as  they  were  faid  .formerly  to  have  done,  {a) 

In  full  view  of  the  parifh  of  Evie,  and  the  ifland  of  Enhallow,  and  the 
lupSd  river-like  foimd  flxat  divides  them  at  the  mouth  of  a  rivulet  Aat  tura- 
Ble9  in  beautiful  caicades  from  the  hiUs,  is  romanticaUy  fituated  the  houfe  of 
Wrfboief^.     This  was,  in  reniote  i^ej,  the  celebrated  abode  of  Sigurd,  who 
fliared  the  confidence  of  his  fuperiors,  and  entered  fo  deep  into  the  councils 
«nd  tranfadioos  of  his  time,  as  to  tranfmit  his  nanw  to  pofterity.    A  plain 
on  the  fhore,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  weft  of  this  place,  has  on  it 
iijwieiife  piles  of  ftoned,  evidently  the  ruins  of  fome  ancient  ftrudure,  a- 
Xound  which  are  to  be  feen  graves  £;)rmed  with  ftoaes  iet  otk  edge,  as  ia 
iom^  other  pljicea  ;  and  the  name  of  SwendroiJd^  which  it  bears,  points  it 
iOUt  with  great  probability  as  the  fc^^ie  of  the  capture  of  Earl  Paul,  by  Swdqi 
.th«*  fcm  of  Meif^  afad  the  flaughte?  of  his  attendaata>  when  he  was  with 
the  bafeft  intention  carried  a  piiSbaex  into  ScotlwiL 
.  .Th?  ricjgfi,.  known  by  th^  whimficial  name  of.theXamp  of  Jupl^r  JPfing, 
ifi  iibeut  two  «Sle#  to  the  north-^ft  of  Weftnefs,    Several  ftanding  ftones  are 
to  b«  met  with,  but  littlfe  more  thart  half  the  height  of  thofe  in  other  places^ 
S&ro^  tuiBuU  on  the  fouth  fide  ti^r  Frotit,  and  a  very  few  Pi^s-houfes.     • 
.. ;  iV^  by  fef  th^  gifeatefll  part  of  it  is  hiU-ground,  and  .only  fit  for  p^Ulure^ 
ih/i^:vfe}i|cd  reftt  of  the  ifland  i^  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
pounds   Scots  t  the  real,   exchifively  of  thirty  toi>s  of  kelp,   it^  annual 
produce,  about  three  hundred  pounds  Sterling ;  and  the  number  of  peo- 
i^fefen  huniired. 
-'*:':.       .  '  '      .>  '       '  ' 

XX VI/  Wbir>  about  a  mite  diftant  to  the  fouth,  is  dividedl  firona  Rour 
U^  by  Weirfound^  which  k  one  of  the  beft  hirbo^rs  in  this  country^;  .A^ 
it  is  only  two  awlea  long  and  ooe  Iw-oa^^  and  lies  low  comparativ^y^  it  k 
aiaapil  concealed  6com  view  by^  Xkne .  high  lands .  around  it     Sttwted  in  the 
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ffiidit  of  a  great  mimbcr  of  iflands,  where  tides  affidl  it  m  every  quarter,  a 
large  qtiantity  of  fea-weed  or  ware  muft,  it  is  e\^ent,  be  ftequently  left  on 
it  i  and  diat  its  name  may  have  rifen  from  this  circumftanoe  is  no  very  im^* 
probable  conjedure.  The  foil  is  thin,  the  furfiure  bare,  and  the  com  and 
grafs  of  rather  a  mean  quality ;  but  this  defedt  is  mare  than  compenfated 
by  the  advantage  which  it  enjoys  in  having  turf  fuflScient  for  fuel  In  di^ 
refting  the  eye  over  the  ifland,  the  firft  obje<3:  that  arrefts  the  attention  is 
the  rums  of  the  caftle  of  Cubberbw  on  an  eimnence  j  an  andent  chapd  af- 
terwards attrads  fome  notice,  efpecially  as  there  is  a  churdiyard  around  iti 
in  which  iYK)ft  of  the  graves  are  feven  feet  loi^y  which  i»  not  to  be  much 
wondefisd  at,  fmce  the  prefent  tnhid:ntants,  that  amc^jnt  to  a  hundred  and 
fifty,  are  many  of  them  above  the  ordinary  flatureL 

XXVIL  Enhallow  is  i^'  finaBet,  alid  nterer  to  Roufay  io»  the 
fouth-weft,  from  which  it  It  feparated  by  ft  reef  of  rdckif  wldch,  being  co- 
teitd  at  high^wat4^,  has  unfortunately  fom^mes  proved  fiital  to  the  uawary 
mariner*  The  found  of  that  name  iy  on  the  foudi,  between  it  and  the 
mainland,  and  abundantly  fafe  for  fuch  d&  sit  acquainted  with  it;  but  as  it 
is  narrow  and  the  tide  rapid^  it  (honld  onty  be  attempted  with  a  &ir  wind^ 
and  in  moderate  weather.  The  whde  iiland  Id  fittle  more  than  a  mile  m 
circumference  ;  lies  rather  (ow }  raifea  a  fufiident  qtumtity  of  grain  and  o» 
ttier  article  to  pay  its  rent  in  kind,  and  fuppoits  two  £uniBe9,  its  whole  po^ 
|>ulation.  It  is  admirably  fituated  for  catching  plenty  of  eaicdttent  fifh,  efpe« 
dally  diofe  kinds  that  deK^  in  currenta  .and  eddies  >  and  has  moreover 
tbis^  peculii^y,  that  neither  rats  nor  tnice^  nor  even  cats,  will  live  in  it,  if 
we  choofe  to  credit  the  inhabitants* 

XXVIIL  GAiAsAr,  fituated  fopr  miles  eaft  from  thie  iwmer,  two 
icAiA  from  Weir,  smd  one  from  the  mtdnland,  is  two^  miles  long  and  one 
broad,  the  greateft  psut  of  which  confifts  of  a  conical  hill  of  a^  confideraWe 
akitude.  The  whc^e  weft  fide  of  it  ie  pretty  fteep^  but  toward  the  eaft  it 
is  both  more  plain  and  fertUe  j  atfd  in  that  quarter,^  as  well-  as  on  the  fouth, 
&e  lands  are  tolerably  well  cultivated.  The  produdions  are  of  the  ordinary 
kind ;  and  the  inhabitants  confift'of  eight  families,  or  fifty  perfons* 
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Qofe  by  the  fouth  fliore,  which  faces  the  parifh  of  Rendal,  ftand  the  r©^ 
mains  of  an  old  houle,  that,  in  its  day,  feems  to  have  had  fome  degree  of 
both  ftrength  and  elegance,  and  was  the  refidence  of  Sir  William  Craigiti, 
and  others  of  that  name  and  £unily. 

TTie  only  harbour  it  has  is  on  the  eaft  fide,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Millbum^ 

XXIlt.  Da  MS  AY  is  a  beautiful  little  ifland  fcarcely  a  mile  in  circuity 
fituated  in  the  bofom  g£  the  bay  of  Frith,  under  the  hill  of  Wideford^ 
about  three  miles  diftant  firom  KirkwalL  For  fome  time  pail  it  has  been 
uncultivated,  to  fuit  the  whim  or  the  convenience  of  the  proprietor ;  ,but, 
from  the  nature  of  the  foil,  and  the  thick  fward  of  fine  grafs  which  it  pro- 
duces, it  evidendy  is  fit  both  for  grain  and  other  articles,  in  fuch  abtmdance 
as  would  liberally  reward  the  hand  of  indufby. 

From  the  fingular  beauty  of  its  appearance,  it  has  fometimes,  not  with- 
out reafon,  beto  flyled  the  Temp^  of  the  iflands.  Formerly  it  contained  a 
cafUe,  reputed  {a)  in  thofe  days  of  great  ftrength ;  more  recently,  a  church 
iaid  to  have  been  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  by  whofe  influence,  accord-^ 
ing  to  the  credulity  of  ancient  times,  many  wonders  were  performed  {b) 
This  febric,  with  all  its  mighty  miracles,  has  now  almoft  funk  into  oblivion, 
and  the  ifland  is  applied  to  the  pafturing  of  a  few  hundred  excellent  flieep, 
taken  care  of  by  one  folitary  family  :  and,  as  if  it  flill  retained  fome  of  its 
primitive 'innocence  and  virtue,  is  believed,  as  before,  to  refufe  to  breed  or 
fiq>port  frc^  toads,  or  any  other  kind  of  difgufting  or  noxious  animals 
Its  mofl  valuable  quality  at  prefent  is  the  produ<^on  of  a  plentiful  {tore  of 
fea-pUnts,  from  which  are  burnt  ten  tons  of  kelp  annually. 

Thus,  even  from  the  curfory  view  that  has  been  taken  of  fuch  of  thefe 
Hlands  as  are  inhabited,  they  will  appear  to  form  a  diftri£k  that  is  by  no 
meanyof  little  confequence.  But  were  tibe  holms,  many  of  which  are  of 
confiderable  extent,  alfo  confidered,  were  they  brought  nnd&c  one  coUedive 
Tiew,  and  at  die  fame  time  duly  eflimated  in  conjimdion  with  the  iflands,. 
^e  comparifon  that  has  been  made  between  the  whcdie  group  and  Zealand,, 
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one  of  die  feven  United  Provinces^  would  not  appear  fuch  extravagant  ex* 
aggeradon.  (^ ) 

Though  they  could  never  arrive  at  the  fame  confequence  vrith  It,  in, 
point  of  induffay,  wealth,  power,  or  population,  yet  were  the  iame  pa- 
rental foftering  care  beftowed  on  them  that  HoUaod  in  her  gjlory  conferred 
on  her  provinces,  thefe  iilands,  whatever  opinion  may  be  formed  of  diem 
at  prefent,  would  rife,  by  means  of  its  in^gorating  influence,  to  a  dQ;;ree 
c£  importance,  that  would  far  exceed  the  mod  fanguine  expe^don. 

{a)  Campbell's  Political  Surrey. 
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AN  ACCOUNT  OP  THE  EARLrEST  INHABITANTS,  WitH  WHATEVER  19 
MOSf  REMAIIKABLE  iN  THEIR  MANNERS,  CUSTOMS,  AND  INSTI- ' 
TUTIONS  }  OF  THE  TRAlilSACTION«a  ANB^  CHARACTER  OF  THOSE 
PEOPLE  THAT  CONQUERED,  AND  MINGLED  WITH,  OR  SUCCEEDED 
THEM  ;  AND  A  DESCRIPTION  OF  SOME  REMAINING  MONUMENTS 
OF  BOTH  THESE  PEOPLE  ;  OF  THE  CHANGES  THE  ISLANDS  UNDER- 
WENT IN  SUBSEQUENT  AGES  UNDER  DIFFERENT  SOVEREIGNS  AND 
DIFFERENT  RULERS  ;  AND  THE  INFLUENCE  THESE  SEEM  EVIDENT- 
LY TO  HAVE  HAD  IN  RETARDING  THEIR  IMPROVEMENT. 

CHAR      I. 

THE  TI?!^i  THEY  WERE  PROBABLY  FIRST  DISCOVERED,  THE  ORIGIN  OF  THEIlt 
NAME,  THEIR  FlkST  INHABITANTS,  AND  THE  MODE  OF  GOVERNMENT 
THAT,  IF  NOT  AT  FIRST,  AT  LEAST  AT  A  VERY  EARLY  PERIOD,  SEEMS 
TO*  AaIvE  PREVAILED.  I 

The  art  of  navigation,  though  both  complicated  and  dangerous,  appeaiB 
Yiot  only  to  have  been  inventf  d,  but  to  have  made  fome  progrefs  at  a 
very  early  age  of  the  world.  Curiofity  prompted  fome,  ambition  induced 
others,  and  the  love  of.  gain,  with  a  force  equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  eithar, 
led  many  to  truft  themfelves  in  a  frail  bark  to  a  boifterous  element,  in  pur^ 
-fuit  of  their  refpedive  enjoyments.  The  people  that  lived  on  the  borders 
of  the  Mediterranean;  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Red  Sea,  were  the  firft  thitf 
xmderftood  the  nature,  and  courted  the  advantages  of  commerce.  Their  fi- 
tuation  invited  them  to  this  fpecies  of  induftry.  Among  thefe,  hiftory  in^ 
forms  us,  that  the  Egyptians,  foon  after  the  eftablifhment  of  their  govern- 
ment, fet  the  example,  by  opening  a  beneficial  trdde  between  India  and  the 
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Arabian 'Guijfh^  -whence  Ae  commedities  w^e  carried  hj  lancfto'thie  Nile, 
^conveyed  Acm*i  'thatf  iive^  'to  -  fte  Meditenranean,  iA&  ^  tbence  fradpopted  ta 
the  ^Etnx)peaniKmgdmnf5.  *       ' 

'  ^t^fliefoil  tif  *that  counttywaa  fo  fetik,  and  Its  climirte  fo  tnSW,  as  to 
produce,  in  plenty,  not  only*ffie  neccflaaies,  Ibot  the  -Itncuries  ^life:  the 
manners  of  the  people,  and  ^e  ^genius  ctf  their  rdfigion,  *flieir  'iriftitufions, 
and  their  laws;  were  df  fuA  a  peculiar  tiatmre,  as  td  render  iheir  commer- 
cial intercourfe  with  iftmngers  only  of  fhort  duraffion.  The  TfiennSans 
were  dMfenent  from  tfxem  in  many  refpeCks.  TIlot  territory  was  far  Ifrom 
1)dng  eidior  extenfive  x>x  fertile ;  they  liad  tio  pectffiarity  in  eiSier  their 
manners  or  inffitntions  ;  iireir  Tuperffidon  was  ^neither  of  a  gloomy  nor  tm- 
focial  nature*;  fo  that,  without  Sfcrnple  twr  i^ftance,  they  cooH  cordbdly 
engage  inTnifkiefe  wifii  the  nations  around  'tkem.  Trade -was  confequently 
^e  ibiirce  of  their  opulence  tutd  of  tiior  power ;  and  they  Carried  k  on 
with  more  wSdom  -and  more  -enterprifeihan  smy  Ibrte  in  ancient  times.  In- 
ftead  of  cortfiriing  Aeir  -news,  .as  'flie  Egyptians  had  done,  to  India,  Africa, 
and  ifee  Mediterranean,  their  ^rk  led  them  to  tafee  a  wider-rai^ ;  and, 
IxiTdly  failingtthroughihelStraits  of  Hercules,  ^ley -vifitedthe  wdfemtrodfts 
rf  Africa  and%ain  j  and,  iunrmg  plantedxrdoriics^in  ibme  of  the  jllaces  to 
which  they  reforted,  introduced  among/€iem  Swiieaoquaintwrce  wJfhlJi^^^ 
unprovements  and  their  arts. 

Cardu^,  a  fltoot  frrom  tiiat  yenerable  ftodc,  sqpf^fied  -hetfi^  to  naviga- 
♦tion  smd  commerce,  witb^mih  adegcee-df  Ipint,  ingenmty,  and  fuccefe,  as 
to  Ihowthat  fte^ad'prolked'by *Ae  example,  and  was  mtioways  tnferiorto 
the  paont  1l4te.    finti  While  Tyre  and  Bidon  direaed  their  attention  diiefly 
•tt>wards  die  edt  and  the  fouth,  from  which  ftidh  tmmerfe  treasures  tenre  been 
Tionftandy  breught,  Carthage,,  averfe  to  interfere  with<  the  mother  country, . 
extended  her  navigation  toward  the  wdl  and  the  nordi,  and,  frSkmingl^e 
t5ourfe  which  th6  parent  ftate  had  ts&eni  Tpsffled  the  Straits  j  and,  puftimg: 
their  difcoveries  farther  Aan  any  that  had  ^gone  befbre.^iem,  /rifited  not  on- 
ly  the  coafts  of  Spain  and  Afiaca,  but  tJiofe  of  Gaul  and  df  Britain.     Ini 
^KXh  the  one  and  the  other  of  thefe  celebrated:  nations,  tx)mmerce  produced 
Its  ordinary  dfofts.     It  C3q[>anded  the  minds  of -thofe  by  whom  it  was  corf- 
'diided ;  it  extinguiihed.tix^  prejudices ;  U  excited  their  curiofity,  and  in- 
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Earned  ibdf  deHres  for  u^rtaking  new  raterprUes  of  a  bold  and  hazardr 
--oils  kind.  H^ice,  voyages  were  undertaken,  however  long  and  perUou^^ 
^he  objed  of  which  was  to^  difcover  new  countries,  and  to  explore  unknown 
feas ;  no  lefe  with  a  view  to  add  to  the  ftock.  of  human  knowledge,  than  to 
needled  mateciais  f(^increaGng  their  commercial  ftores. 

In  fome  of  thefe  voyages  of  difcov^ry,  xmdertaken  dther  by  the  fpirited 

Greek  colbny  at  Marfeilles,  {a)  or  the  aiteipiifing^  republic  of  Carthage, 

w^e  the  iflands  that  encircle  the  coafts  of  Britain,  it  is  tprob^le,  firfl  made 

known.    But  though  no  fuch  voyages  had  been  undertaken^  or  no  fuch  dif- 

coveiy  made,  accident  might  have  fupplied  die  place  of  defiga,  and  the 

iflands  in  queftion  been  iiifcovered  in  voyages  entered  upon  widi  more  com- 

>mon  views.     Their  fhipe,  in  trading  voyages  to  the  ncnth,  might  hai^ 

been  either  cha&d  by  pirate^  then  numerous,  or  driven  by  the  force  of 

weather  &r  from  their  deiliued  courie,  and,  in  this  extremity,  con^leUed  to 

feek  refuge^in  creeks  and  bays  of  iflands  which  they  had  never  before  heard 

of,  much  le&  kpowa.    That ruo  fuch  dilcovery,  wh^er  J)y  defign  or  accident, 

has  been  mentioned  in'  the  annals  of  diat  period,  is  no  conclufive  aigument 

2^ainft  the  truth '  of  the  fuppofidon ;  for  that  prudent  people,  it  is  weU 

known^  carefully  concealed  their  difcoveries,  partLy  from  maxims  of  com- 

.jnei^ial  policy,  -sad  parUy*  from  reafons  of  ftate..  •    -^ 

Among  them,  however,  as  they  were  enlightened  in  other,  refpeds,  there 
would  he  -men  t»f  more,  liberal  fentiments,  who,  by  converfing  familiarly 
with  the  navigators,  would  become  acquainted  with  their  difcovefies  j  whichy 
In  ffute  of  the  narww  policy  of  their  .country,  they  would,  oommunicate.to 
-thofe  Greeks  ^and  Rx)mans  .  who  had  the  iame  defu'e  of  knowledge  with 
Aemfehres.  This  is  ahnoft  the  only  fuppofidon  on  which  we  can  account, 
in  a  way  that  is  at  all  iatis£idory,  for  the  eariy  mention  that  is  made  c^ 
,tliefe  iflands;    *...;.'  ., 

But  if  fome  diflkulries*  occur  in  our  alitempJing.  to  Injirefligate  the  tim^ 
yrhen,  and  the  jpeople  by  ;whom  they  were  at  iirft  difcovered,,  we  (hall  meet 
^ftill  ipore,  in  our  en4eav9urs  to  trace  the  ori^a  of  theif:  name. 

.  If  the  fource  from  which  the  name  of  a,  province  has  been  derived^ 
could  be  afcertained  with  accuracy,  it  might  tend^fc^etimes  to  throw  ligl^ 

-{a)  Pythias^s  Voyage  of  DiTcovcry  in  the  North,  in  Pliny. 
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•On  ithe  coaditioh  of  the  inhabitahtt,  and  ifluflarate  their  tmftdmr  smd  man- 
ners. In  this- point  of  riew  it  becomes  an  x>h]e€t  of  importance,'  though 
-involred  in  difficulties  almoft  ihfiirmountable,  and  cfifcoverable  vbry  feldom 
'mih»  by^tteord  or  tradition.  The  truth  of  this  obferration  will*  readily  Be 
-admitted.  No  wonder,  therefore,  if  obftacles'  occur  to  render  uS  unfuccefs- 
iul,  in  accounting  for  the  name  of  a  remote  feqiieftered  province,  fituatcfd  in 
the  tmck  of  piratical  rovers  from  di^ent  nations,  long  fpeakirig  a  foreign 
language,  and  almoft  as  long  fubjeft  to  a  foreign  dominion! 

In  every  point  almoft  thatrefpefts  Fiitain,  or  evenlierf  appendages,  the 
Roman  authors  are  not  only  the  beft,  but  almoft  the  only  fource' of  inform- 
ation. The  Greeks  that  went  before  them,  and  wer6  their  mafters  in  eve- 
ry ait,  but  the  art  of  w»,  direded  Aeir  attention  to  this  objeS^  by  fomifli- 
ing  fome  light,  though 'feeble  and  glimmering. 

In  iUuftcadon  of  this,  it  miay  be  oWerved,  that,  fo  faliiy  as  fouf.himSred 
^and  fifty  yeiurs  before  tfie  CSiiiftian  aera,  flie  firft  writer  of  that*  fkmous  na- 
tion, who.  undenodc  to  record  ih  *  prirfe  the:  tranfadions  of'  former  timely 
has  baardyinieiltioned  Britaih  under  a  name,  that  points^  Hi  the  commodkie8 
wUii  Which  4t  was  then  uhderftobd  riio<F  to  kbbund.  (/?)  LlSH^  aft»  him, 
-another  edebrated  writer  of^  the  lame  tiaSdon- is  more  expHdt;  fa  much  fo, 
a»  to  fyedfy  the^  form  6[  tthe  fflaiid,'  and^  ii  the  very  firft  auSio?,  wh6m  we 
are  acquainted  with,  who  has  mentioned  by  natrie  any  part  of  Scodand.  {i) 

Tft^ing  no  doubt  to  the*  information  of  the  ^firll 'Gaefar,  with  whom  fie 
,wad^  ccmtfempOTaiy,  en:  to  v^hSt  he  had  obtained  from  dide  fettled  in  tJie  Ro- 
man provitacein  Gaul,  wIk)  had  carriedVon  trade  Wtth  the  Iflahd,  he  tells  us 
that  Briton  rrfSirtbles  SicHy,  in  having  a  triah^lar'forrii;  with  three  remark- 
able promontories,  to  each  of  which,  in  his  <mn  language,  he  has  ^ven  a 
insane.  Thtt^dtoty  one  that  it  is  tieceffary  here^to  mention  is  Cape  Orr^/,  by 
which 'tnuft  be  meant  either  Dungftmy  or  Dunnethead,  in  CaiSincfe,  both  df 
them'ilvth5e*x*remity  of  the  continent,  and  direftly  fiDnting  the  Orkney 
Ifles.  About  a  hundred  ytb^  after  the  age  of  'this  author,  thefe  iflands  are 
.mentioned  for. the  very  firft  time  by  the  niaine  of  Orcades^  an  appellation 
which,  in  his  lai^age,  they  ever  afterwards  bore..(r)  <s     .  ^^ 

iJ  To 


{«)  Herod,  (^aflitcridci 


(*)  Diod/Siciflu$.' 


(r)  Pump.  Meh; 
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To  accoimt  for  xbls^^ism^  TevenJ^ai^gu^es.have  hew,  ^pHd4  IP:;  fome 
iwords  tortured ;  jnaayxonje^bires^luaanled,  aaii  »>inaay^c^c4ofi|  foxm^. 
In  order,  no^touht,  to  oooyplimieQt  thoie^ixnos^  hetKi^,?pQ0  sf^tld^r/eii- 

deavouis  to  per(uade,u8,  thathoi^^ftate&innn  t]^QoiUc4ai)gy$^^ini»AMj^ 
the  word  car  imports  honour,  aad  Aifimi  oi%rii^,  as  if  ^  troivttiy  rtook 
its  name  vfrom  the  people,  wiio  areco^&h^red  asa^gon^radon  of  haaQiJr.  !(^ 
^Another,  who  is  far  better  Jcnown,  aod'whofe  merit  is  mudh  i^or^^  ^^aoiph- 
cuous,  tells  US,  that  it  ought  to  faecaafRiered  as  CQmii^  firomth^  oldBi^tyh 
word  ar  or  «r^  that  %nifies  ov^-figaUift  or  (^fpffte  tO;;  ^nd  eat^  thut  im- 
plies the^pe;^  A)rfN3i9t  of  ^  Catti^.  or  jie^ple  of  Ca^hn^s.  {6)    A  idtttid, 
di&npg  irpm  both,  .<x>Dtends  for  itB  denraAioa  i^m  the  'BbrOi  m>Td  ^  fff 
^r,  whicfi  he  tad^es  in  the  >£une  .fenie  widi  the  ^former j;  ^04  €a4y  ,a  ^nso^ 
montory  or  headland  :  And  thusiioth  of  thefe>ljiftaiidiOBQoi)curdaci|MntoQ, 
ft^  %7'-9^^<tM^  i^i^e^taitheirritfiHitiQq.^^)    In^  nefpeift  Mjf  we  can 
jj^pw^mUi  ^m^i  .{<^9  ^v^^  atceatipQ:|)Or|i^  fij^ed  titfit-k  >4eAme&,  ik 
jlgg(9fa[Mxu>&^pl^^  »e  4Jre^  i^p^fiii* 

iia^|ft^.M^^Q]«^  to  as  jibbing  .tarth^it^e^  m^^n^:  Ih^-iMm  iMilB»^  iu&f^ 
1^  -j^ipaniittima^y  acqu4^nte4  wi(;h.tbp di&rept  hca9<^  f(f  1^  jQnAm 
fanffHy>  infon|is4i§,  that  ip  ij/^^^  JDanifh^  ]Of^a  Sisf^lm  ^Jm§!^  '6)Mft 
jwhiohJhe  caps  itAdf  fmight  JaV^  tnken  fits  msM^m  M  ^eoa^^jtsf  A  dwgp 
innpenetmbte  nock,  that  haSrhad  /power  tf>  .widiftand  jthe  inpetMUs  4iill«in» 
ifiirouunberleis  ag^  h(^  Xheffaqi^  woixl,  -at^  jpei;bAps  ^  ^the  ^^ory  iame 
jaeefonv  has  been  made  uTe  of^,  to  diftii)g|iifl>  «a  yery  il»rp^.  ^^eoM  itf  fidir; 
.andrh^^qe  tft^.j^reafieft  natuiFaUftX^)  .^^9<^i^<<  times  .has,  m  -his  wlwimbte 
^wotk,  J]ieflawed  the.pame  of  Gtat  on  ibme  of  tb^  h^  mirifi0  Miou^ 
Xradition,  to^which  we  ai;eib9^iQes.cotivpdM  to  hav«  fisaoosie  fer  wint 
^  better  eviitepice,  aflures  Wi  uid,  we.agpiprehepdy  migoodi^mtf^  liMtiii 
^tarlyttmqa,  much  ^ore  than  ^'prefe  ainftfia%ja|id  «  :gnMt 

4^unbers,  rhaunted  bothrthe  nprthroafis  of  .Scothmd  ajod  i^  aiyae«tt  itfbs. 
if  to  this  it  be  ^dded,  thatinll^e  Jt&rfi^  djate^^  thetwords  jiju*  ior  fys  cmnh 
J|^d  to  die  Engliik  word  iilands,  the^ci^nt  oame  OKcadJj^s  or  C^jtwlev 
may  fignify  the  iflandf  ^ppofue  to,  x>r  off  .Cape  Orcai.    Jn  fuf^pcHt  clf  this 

derivation, 


{a)  W«Il^ce.  ;  (b)  Camden's  Britannia.  (c)  BaKier.    Glof.  Ant  Brit» 

{d)  ToifxttS.    Orca^  lingua  Danica^  robur  dcnotat.  (#)  Plinj. 
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denpti«]^)t;|i^a)Tbe.ftill|;fiur(her  ob&rvedK^&at;  tb^/w^,  ^^enud,  to  b^ 
beil  ac^uaijQted  vnth  -the  CalUp  and  <iio\ho*C^c  Ungiia^  l^y^ii^inj,  tip^  t^ 
Xhsxume. hj  vv^khJn.iliat  Ungioga'thef .ace l^QVKn,  ^§qu»MaleQt  to'. vfiu^ 
in  ours  would  iiQgl;  tUe,  Ula^df'-of  Whal^  •  Evea.  t^i^  purob^»  vdapk 
ypagjbut  be  much,  iiiore  eaiil]^  afc^taine^;  h^f^veaJqopfjp^  di^tafity;.  «f  opif 
monsi  To  ihof7).tbat.th»,irtb0.carev  let  it  be<  ob£ecy«4  tbat^viiiile  tHe  fiell 
ajtithor  dm  n^entiops  difin.(a),rQcla>n3  tfaemr  thirt^t  Ux«  &6ond  (^)  ngXfafiM 
U^n  to  &rt^,  the  third  counta-diirt]^.  agaio,  {c)j  aad  ov«n.  a  fo^iRli  aj^  4 
fifiih  (</)  ccncur  i^ir  opinapa.thatthiitjntj^rA^  is  tbeir  fuU  aropuoL 

Tadtus^  t^cpnXivnaiate  gepnJS),whp:|-e^€£U  ib  myc^hi^oouroii  the^i|6 
«f  hh  natfyity,.  riiks:j>Q.qiynion,,oi^,t|ys  f»wrt,.a»,;»n  <>l^/ed^,eith»r  l?ffa^a^ 
his. notice,  or  uofiiitable  to  h^  fkun^QO  and  views.,  He  wjentioasij  h&v^fr^^ 
v^fk^vias.o^  ,nujDdb|JW3ve  in)f)orta|)p^  0iatr^^  wem,  for  the  &ft  tUii^«  jMOft 
Qal)r  93Q0)^^^  ^thoroufh^  kQQw%,  ImH.  biough^  vG^'fy^j^e^t-m 

y^ fiicbibrilliant, fiiqcef&<    Bji^.h^b.  as-ithe  repi^ation  0$  tk>i>anti>m iluidsb 

i]i^.coni^u^ce,  of,  the  (^lalkief  ifrhic^ 

^e^t !«#),. ^.Bptfolid^  nHg^t.beaQiJMi%tj».l48«»9uiiiv   •To,wfh»j.|iBj|«&r 

t}]|e(ft  4lag(}8  J^ n^  beea^9.wn.pll;^  i^9fk  VfA  h^f/f  «i»u)((  Wi  <w  ait* 
&rdoa  hf  recioi^U^  to  t^sdulXf)  ^^^:>^rM<^  cpuntr)ciQeo,  a«a9%  tbeaih, 
e«fS  fiflfe/tbejdaj^  qf  tk^  Cvidaagiiiia»s„.p-^ditioM  ,fpl^<i|ijg,  Om  wondets. 
Qf  Tj^hulej,  (J[)  ,^  a}J  itj^  J^|^ .ifles, I ,  J%i  xwDt  reqewt  ^ccoMnts.'ftpqi,  tb«  nortb 
b8^  «»«bM»  -H)»i{^  ^e  mua,ba,Yft  l^<^i? .  .-^ftfW  Wtw*  |v^  c^pl^fl^  poflS- 
%>!!  i6««i^VS&  ^  w?t«aJ|:ieBft,.,9«?ft  RQ8t»  an4  ttiro-p^jjk^igpbigra,  ia  Oieir 
U?ij^ng|».  tal^  /fiw^e  iu)4(i^  oC^^e^  i/l^s.^.  ,,,To  itl^^ii  ,q!;i^{B«asy  which  ijv. 
j{oIh?  4ii^\i<fim»  Jiffs  ice#  t)^  aRpw^ji^^^Hs  ^yfofi  19^  ,bi^  ^iteo,  thiVt  he 

^FJfflfMJsviiPSfiJbWs-j^yiW  bftigiQW^tojf.YfVtrh^wl.  !>«^..l>»iWi(M  by  their- 
jj4mMj^jwn»ra^..  jlp^ti/ij^h  w^  tbj^'pl^iMltra^k©  of  his  .sSmi%  his  doeiwate 
IKie^i§9B*«4t>*tb^yf«>'a|W).<^??gM<it:J<^  QOuW  not  confides 

;  J  .,3-ffnoT  Oil;  :;ywf.j-j','.' i...i;iv  L;!'  ;j.i.-,  i  •.  <  ,1 :.  i'  ,'   .  .       .-.  :.     aj^jr 

.famiii  Cfi  5^  61  fll.'!-'ft!i  V'JlJ  tH!.'i!*J3  "J";  .f.'!,'."i;!  ',  '."■"■■1  '-■;   .;     , ."    . 
^  (rt)  romp.  Mela.  (^)  Pliny.  (c)  Ptolemy.  (J)  Orof.  and  Ifidor. 

*  (e)  Tacitus :  Ac  fimul  incognitas  ad  id  tempus  jnfulas  quas  Orcades  vocaat,  invenij-, 

domuitque.       "^{/J  
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any  country  as  difcovered,  in  the  proper  fenfe  of  the  word,  till  explored  by 
fuch  of  his  countrymen  as  he  could  tnift.  That  Ais  is  Iris  meaning,  will  ad- 
mit of  no  doubt ;  and  the  ordinary  fenfe  of  the  words,  no  lefs  than  the  fen- 
tentious  mode  of  expreflion,  will  fuflSciendy  warrant  the  explanation. 

From  die  tranlient  manner  in  which,  to  a  fuperficial  view,  they  feem  to 
be  mentioned,  fome  have  doubted  whether  the  Roman  fleet  did  not  pais  hy; 
without  entering  into  or  totiching  at^  thefe  HIan(fe ;  and,  confequently,  have 
confidered  this  author's  account  of  them,  if  not  entirely,  at  feaft  in  a  great 
meafure,  falfe  or  fabulous.  But,  to  iay  nothing  of  the  iftabUffied  charafter 
©f  the  au&or,  nor  of  the  condfe  method  in  whidi,  on  every  fubjed:,  he 
ex{n^efi^  his  fentiments,  this  opinioQ  will,  for  foUd  reafons,  a^ear  deftitute 
of  foundation.  IhA  the  Romans,  in  that  expedition,  cruHed  along  the 
doith  coaft,  and,  through  the  Pendand  Frith,  profecuted  thdr  voyage  weft- 
ward,  they  coidd  not,  as  the  author  informs  us  they  did,  have  difcovered  Thule,^ 
"khkh  ie^ms  plainly  to  have  been  Inila,  one  of  the  neareft  and  hi^cft  o£ 
the  SliSetland  iflands.  They.  couH  fcarciely  have  entered  the  frith,  but  in  the 
tiini^  of  ei^ierflood  or  ebb»  In  die  former,  unable  to  ftem  the  torrent,  tHey 
wo\iId  have  been  driven  back  with  violence ;  and,  in  the  latter,  they'  mui^ 
hs^ve  been,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  carried  through  with  the  utmoft  rapidity^ 
But  neither  in  the  one  cafe  not  the  other,  could  there  have  been  an  oppor^ 
tuttity  for  the  author  to  mdce  the  oUaration  which  he  has  done^  concenm 
iiigthe  ftrange  quality  of  the  fea  in  tha;t  region,  wlrich  could  be  nothing' 
•tfe  than  thef  tides,  with  which  the  Romans;  accuflomed  only  to  the  Me* 
diterranean,  were  almoft  entirely  unacquainted,  {a)  Neither  couK^'  that  dw 
fehration  have  been  made,  had  they  directed  their  courfe  north,  and  pafled 
between  Orkney  and  Shetland,  where  it  is  well  known'  diat  the^  tides,  ex-^ 
cept  near  the  land,  are  fcarcely  perceptible.  But,  had  they  ihaped  thdr 
courfe,  fbmato  the  fouth,  and  fome  to  the  north,  and  fome  durough  the  chan>» 
Aels  that  initerie^  the  iflands  in  varicHis  dirediens,  they  woidd  have  met 
with  tides  to  oppofe  their  motion^  fome  fo  ftrong,  «k1  others  fo  gende,  z» 
to  fumiih  ground  for  that  remark.  In  clear  weather,  they  coiild  have  de- 
fcried,  at  a  diftance,  Thule  or  Fula,  and  withal  (Ufcovered  the  nordi-eaft  fo 
diftin^y,  as  to  have  known,  for  certain,  Great  Britain  to  be  aH  iflaqd 

To 


{a)  Oefar,  GaL  Bel.    Noftrifque  id  ent  iocognitum. 
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To  thofe  who.  are  acquainted  with  the  moral  and  literary  charadef  of 
this  mod  refpedable  writer,  no  doubt  will  remain,  after  his  pofitiv^  a^er^- 
tion  that  tliey  were  fuhdued,  that  the  iflands  were  at  that  time  inhabited. 
In  regard  to  this  matter,  his  fagacity  was  fufficient  to  fecure  him  againft  be- 
ing impofed  on  himfelf.  His  probity  deprived  him  of  any  inclination  to 
impofe  on  others,  and  it.  is  impofhble  he  could  be  miflaken.;  for  if  he  was  not 
in  that  expedition  himfelf,  (.which  is  by  no  means  certain),  he  at  leaft  colled- 
ed  his  information  from  the  pureft  fource,  the  moft  intelligent  officers  in  the 
fleet,  and  the  commander  in  chief  in  particular,  with  whpm,  according  to 
his  own  account,  he  lived  to  the  very  laft  in  terms  of  the  moft  cordial  fii- 
miliarity.  . 

To  find  therefore  Solinus,  an  author  of  fome  merit,  and  one  of  his  own 
countrymen,  giving,  in  the  face  .of  ftich  refpeftahle,  authority,  a  different 
accoimt  as  to  this  particular,  cannot  hx\  to  excite  aftoiuflimerit.  Had  he 
lived,  as  was  once  believed, ;  at  jan  eiM'ly  period,  there  might  have  been  fome 
ground  for  this  differaic6  of  opinion ;  but,  fince  his  age  hks  l)een  afcer- 
tsdned,  by  tiie  ingenious  refearches  of  a  modern  antiquary,  (r)  to  be  near  ^^^p 
the  middle  of  the  third  century,  this  difference  is  almoft  inexplicable.  240. 

Strange  as  this  may  appear,  he  tells  us,  gravely,  that  the  iflands  in  que- 
ftion  were  only  three  in  number,  uninhabited,  deftitute  of  woods,  partly 
rough  with  rufhes,  and  partly  covered  vdth  rocks  and  with  fand  {d). 

Compared,  indeed,  with  fome  of  the  iflands  of  the  Archipdago,  or  Ionian 
Sea,  that  abound  with  whatever  can  gratify  the  fenfea  or  pleafe  the  fiuKy, 
thefe  may  have  a  fterile  appearance  m  the  eye  of  cultivated  man.  But  fte- 
rility  in  the  abftraft  is  by  no  means  juftly  applicable  to  them,  33  appears  eii- 
dent  from  their  foil  being  capable  of  producing  not  only  jgrain  of  di&rent 
kinds,  but  roots  of  various  forts,  and  of  the  beft  quality,  as  wdl  as  graflei 
natural  and  artificial :  and  even  their  wknt  of  wood  muft  be  uiuterfliood^witbt 
fome  limitation,  fmce  trees,  in  a  half  putrid  ftate,  are  fometimes  dug  up 
in  marfhes,  which  fliow  that  they  have  not  been  always  ilrangert  to  the 
country.  ' 

K  Neither 


(c)  MrPInkerton. 
*  {d)  Solinus :  Numcro  trcs,  vacant  homine,  non  habcnt  filvas,  tantum  junceis  hetbU  la- 
honrcfcunt,  c«t€ta  carnni  rrodx  arenx  ct  nipes  tcncnt. 
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Neither  can  a  iMuren  iand  be  coafidered  as  charaderiftic  of  them,  fince 
only  two  or  thre^  as  has  been  already  ftated,  exhibit  that  appearance  ;  and 
that  too  on  a  fmall  part  of  their  fiuface  only  :  neither  is  the  ground,  in  gene- 
ral, of  foch  a  natiHre  as  to  fofter  ruflies,  even  where  the  hand  of  induftry  has 
not  as  yet  made  any  impreflion  :  nor  are  rocks  any  where,  except  a  very 
few  in  one  or  two  places,  to  be  feen  fcattered  over  the  furface  of  thefe  iflaods* 
But  if  tfie  latter  part  of  the  defcription  be  difcordant  with  appearances,  and 
in  nowife  applicable,  what  can  be  advanced  in  favour  of  the  former,  that  re* 
prefects  them  ^  only  three  in  number,  and  as  affi)rding,  at  that  period,  no 
luibitation  for  men  ? 

Though  this  author,  for  the  moft  part,  follows  a  great  mafter  (^),  to 
vviiofe  excellent  work  he  has  made  fome  additions,  in  this  inflance  he  has 
left  him,  and  confequently  wandered  from  the  truth ;  for  his  confining  their 
number  to  three,  in  contradidion  to  thofe  writers  diat  had  gone  before  him, 
inuft  invalidate  his  credit  ill  ailerting  that  they  were  not  inhabited,  even 
thoDgh  he  had  not  been  oppofed  by  fuch  re^£bible  authority. 

But,  fettingcarathority  afide  altogether,  there  are  not  wanting  reafons  to 
induce  a  belief  that  liiey  were  inhabited  at  the  time  they  are  firft  mentioned 
bf^  any  Roman  aiathor* 

•  The  number- wilidh  the  group  is  iairi  ,to  contain,,  not  only  by  Pomponius 
Mela,  but  by  thofe  tiiat  fucceeded  him,  is,  if  we  confide  thofe  .that  are  iiv 
habited  only,  wpndetfuUy  near  the  trutii  9  and  the  only  reafpn  that  can  be 
^^gned  for  this  rntimberl)eii^>fpedfied  rather  than  any  other,  muft  Jiavfe 
toeed,  4liat6icfe  as  ^«rer*  inhabited  might  be  difti^guiihed  from  fuch  as  were 
^am  i  foice  the  vAiole  number  amounts  to  upwards  of  fixty. 

Moreover/ it  is  prefumed  they  muft  have  -been  inhabited  iDefbre  their 
ivfinnb^r  coiild'*'be''ea^  <k-  <Uft!n6lly  known  :  for  they  are  fo  intimately  coor- 
ftbfteii/^  fawtwovto,  and,  if  we  may  fo  fpeak,  blended  togedier,  that 
^larofely  ^y  ^^ft^i^^  ^so^ld  enumemte  them  accurately,  bm:  one  who  had,  for 
f^fe  length  ^'time^^refided  in  the  cduptry.  No  freebooter,  or  piratical 
Tover,  that  had  touched  here ;  no  trading  fhip,  that  had  taken  refuge  ia 
*«rte'df  their  harbours ;  no  tribe  of  barbarians,  reforting  hither  from  the  op- 

pofite 


{e)  Pliny's  Geography, 
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poficie  iKores  for  the  temporaiy  amiritment  of  hunting  or  fifkdng,  couMr  fv«H 
it  is  probaUe^  have  ftumifhed  fuch  an  exa£t  account  of  thoir  numbers  as  we 
fiiad  recorded  in  ancient  writers. 

Thus^  thotagh  thei^  feems  to  be  ftiffidettt  evidence  that  thcrf  were  peo^ 
fi^d  early,  (as  ibon,  perhaps,  if  not  iboner,  than  the  Roma^  became  ac« 
qoointed  with  Britain),  there  appears  to  be  none  of  fiKhw^ght  ae  to  deter* 
mine  oxxt  opinion  with  reipe£t  to  die  |»:eciife  time  when  &at  event  took  place* 
A  veiy  eaily  period,  indeed,  is  afligned  for  it,  by  their  own  hiftorian,  who 
ftates,  from  authorities  which  he  had  coUeded,  atid  on  which  he  feeme  to 
have  reiied,  that  they  were  difeovered  nearly  four,  and  inhabited  two  htmdred 
and  fixty  yeiars  before  the  nativity  of  Jefos  Chrift  ffj. 

In  whatever  light  we  regard  this  matter,  we  may  be  allowed  to  conjee^ 
hue,  that  they  did  not  remain  unocci^ied,  after  the  peopling  of  the  coun- 
tries around  them.  This  is  rendered  the  more  probable  from  modem  difco-' 
veriee,  in  which  ifkndft  have  been  found  inhabited,  at  an  immenfe  (Mftance 
from  any  continent,  even  in  the  very  infancy  of  navigation  {gy  Situated, 
as  they  are,  on  the  north  borders  of  Scotland,  at  no  great  diftance  from  die 
Scandinavian  fhores,  and  dire^y  in  die  courie  of  fhi^  trarveifmg  thefe  re* 
gions,  it  is  impoilible  to  fuppofe  that  they  would  long  efcape  the  atttntkin^ 
or  ehide  the  avarice,  of  man.  Among  the  ancients,  an  opinkm  was  prett]p 
generally  entertained,  by  the  learned  as  wdi  as  the  unlearned,  that  ki  the 
firft  ages  of  the  world  men  were,  by  fome  ftrange  px)iific  virtue  in  the 
eardi,  produced,  like  plants,  from  the  ground  on  which  they  lived.  Hence; 
many  of  them  are  found  afluming  the  s^pellation  of  Sons  of  the  Earth. 
Even  the  Athenians  themfelves,  who  ranked  high  among  nations^  not 
only  for  the  originality  of  their  genius,  and  the  elegance  of  then:  tafte, 
but  for  the  progrels  they  had  made  in  ibience,  and  their,  political  vrif* 
dom,  had  the  weakneis  to  gloiy  in  the  name  of  jiutocbtbones^  as  if  it  had 
been  more  honoiuable  to  fpring,  like  muihrooms,  from  the  foil  of  Achaia, 

K  3  than 

(f)  Torfaeus,  a  native  of  Iceland,  and  hiftoriographcr  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  who, 
from  authentic  records  in  that  country,  and  Icelandic  manufcripts  and  Sagas,  compofed,  in 
Latin,  a  hiftory  of  the  Orkney  Ifle^.  He  was  noted  for  talents  and  literature,  no  Icfe  tbaa 
for  integrity ;  wrote  about  1690,  and  died  17^0,  aged  81  years. 

(^)  Cooke's  Voyages* 
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flian  to  derive  their  origin  from  the  moft  celebrated  people  around  thenu 
The  fame  filly  cpnceit  £eeins  to  have  prevailed  among  the  Romans.  In 
proof  of  this,  Csefar,  whofe  writings  reflet  on  him  much  more  honour  than 
all  his  conquefts,  in  mentioning  the  two  races  of  people  whom  he  met 
with  on  his  arrival  in  Britain,  confiders  thofe  who  inhabited  the  maritime 
parts  as  having  emigrated  from  Belgic  Gaul»  while,  he  reprefents  thofe 
that  occupied  the  interiojc  diftri<%  aa  f©  «>tirely  different,,  as  to  have  ipning 
up  like  the  grajfe  ini  the  ifland  itfelf.  Tacitus,  too,  with  all  the  vigour 
of  his  intelled,.  and:  notwijdiflanding  his  profound  knowledge,  feems  to 
have  entertained  the  fame  opinion  ;  for,  in*  the  introdu^on  to  his  accurate 
and  beautiful  defcription  of  the  manners,  of  the  Germans,  he  thus  forcibly, 
exprefles  himfelf :  *  What  man  could  think,  of  leaving  Africa,^  Afia,  or  Italy, 

*  and,  after  expofing  himfelf  tothe  perils  of  a  terrible,  and  unknown  fea,  re- 

*  folve  to  ij?tjjle  in.Gennany,  a  region,  where,  the;  ground  makes  a  difmal  ap<p- 
^  pearanc^f.  where  ^  dimate  is  bad^  whece  agriculture  will  not  reward  in^ 

*  duffay^  and:  where  every  thing  mufl  be  diiagreeable  to  the  eye,  imlefs  it 
^  happens  to  be.  one's  owa  country  ?. '  This  is  the  argument  with  which  he 
atteqipta  to:  prove,,  that  tbe.firft  inhabitants  of  Germany  could  come  jfrom  noi 
Qtli^r  place*,  but  wjere  abbrigkus:^  indigcna^  or,  in;  other  words,  the  natural 
and  fpontaneaiis  produftion  of  die  foil  of  that  country*  Did  we  adopt  the- 
fiuao^i^piniDn  withj^egardtt)  the  firft.  peoplmg  of  countries,  a  fimilar.  argument 
Kiight  be  ufed  fior  the  aborigines  o£  Otkney,.  with,  perhaps.  fUll  greater  pro- 
Pfiety/  But  difmifSng  fuch  an  idle  notion,,  as  equally  repugnant  to  good 
febfe,  the  principles  of  found' philofophy,  and  the  dictates:  of  genuine  neli-* 
gkm,,  to  me  it  feema  moft.  probable  that  thefe  iflands  were  firft  peopled  from 
the.  north  of  Scedand 

.  ;  But  before  they  became  a  permanent  habitation,  it  is  naturalto  fuppole  that 
tfeay  would,  oocafionally  fumifh.an  afylum  to  pirates,  for  which  they  are  ad- 
mirably calculated,  not  more  on  account  of  their  fituation,  and  the  excellence^ 
<rfi  their  harboiu^  than  of  the  vaft  numbers  of  birds  and  fifhes  which  they 
produce.  That  they  were  aftually,  for  fome  time,  ufed  for  this  purpofe, 
hiftpry  gives  us  fome  information  [h).  The  vicinity  rendered  it  probable,, 
diat  their  firft  permanent  inhabitants  came  from  the  nearefi  fouthem  coaft ;. 

and. 


{h)  Torfxus. 
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and  to  people  in  a  pertain  ftate  of  fodety  they  could  nof  fidl  to  afford  a- 
very  alluring  profpe^  indeed.  If  they  were  in  the  firft  ftage,  when  fubfif^ 
ence  is  procured  by  hunting  and  fifliing,  accident  or  curiofity  would  bring 
diem  hither;  and  as  foon  as  they  had  made  trial  of  their  excellence  for  thefe 
invaluable  purpofes,  they  would  henceforth  di£:over  litde  inctination  to. leave 
them. 

But  fuppofe  they  had  got  beyoiwithis  ftage^  and*  made  fome  progrefs  in 
civilization,  ftill  thofe  purfuits,  which  had  once  been  their  bufinefs,  would 
continue  to  be  their  amufement ;  and  in-order  to  fhow  their  fkill  and  their 
dexterity^  their,  fortitudfe  in  bearing  pain,  and  their  course  int  encountering 
dang€;rs,  they  would^  in  that  condition,  as  readily  ieize  the  iflands^     At  firft, . 
perhaps,  they  would  crofs  the  fiith  infmall  numbers,,  and  teke  po0eflion  of 
the  lands  that  were  next  them.     Every  large  ifland^ .  it  is  probable,  would  re- 
ceive and  accommodate  a  diftin<9:  tribe  ;  thb  they  would'  hunt  on  and  filh . 
around ;  pailure,.  and  in  time  cultivate  and;  dfefend^  and  confide  as  their 
own.     Here,  for  fome  time^  they  would  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  peace, 
and  in  liberty  as  extenfive  as  their  hearts  could  wifh  ; .  till  fome  turbulent  fpi^ 
rit  arofe  to  difturb  the  general  tranquillity.     In  no  ftate  are. the  irregular  pa£» 
fions  of  men  long  in  repofe.     Ambition  would  fire  fome  ;.intereft.  would! 
foon  excite  others ;  and  difierences^  which,  among  a  rud&  people,  are  a^ 
ways  violent,  would' arife,  that  could  not  be  fetded  without  an  appeal  to  ju» 
dicial  authority..     To  terminate  thefe  difputes,  therefore,  to  decide  thefe 
differences,  they  would  find  themfelves  under  tlie.neceflky  of  having  re-? 
courfe  to  the  election,  of  judges ;  and  for.  that  important  office,.^  their  choicer, 
would  naturally  fall,  on  fiich  as  were  moft .  diftinguiflied  for.  their  age,  their 
experience,  their  integrity,  and  their  wiiilom.     To  them  afterwards  would 
every  matter  in  difpute,he  referred  ;  their  award,  if  founded  iajuftice^  would 
be  held  facred ;  and  the  reputation,  and  influence  which  they  would  thus 
acquire,  would  raife  them  to  a  rank  in  the  foctety  that  would  entide  them  to? 
fTfU^e  in  the  afTemblies  of  the  people,  and  al ways'  to.^edt^  and  even. fome? 
tunes  to  didate,  their  determinadons.. 

But  not  only  woirid  differences  and  difputes  arife  among  individuals  of 
the  fame  tribe,  but  diffenfions  would  foon,fpring  up  between  tribes  themr. 
felves..    If  the  inhabitants  of  one  ifland  were  in  more  fiivourable  circum^ 
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ftances  than  thofe  of  another ;  If  they  \tere  Setter  fituated  for  the  chafe;  tf 
-their  fifhing  ground  were  better ;  if  they  had  more  convenient  houfe?,  at 
thore  fertile  fields ;  thefe  advantages  would  kindle  envy  in  the  breafte  of 
thofe  to  whofe  lot  the  lefs  favoured  iflsuid  had  fallen.  Inflamed  with  a  de- 
fire  to  poflefe  thole  conveniences  which  they  faw  others  enjoy,  and  liftening 
more  to  the  voice  of  glory  than  the  didates  of  juftice,  which,  in  that  ftat^, 
often  meets  with  but  too  little  regard,  they  wemld  foon  refolve,  by  force  of 
otitis,  to  wreft  thefe  objeds  of  their  affedion  from  the  hands  of  their  more 
fortunate  neighbours*  Aggreffion  and  defence  would  now  make  their  re* 
^edive  preparations  ;  and  war,  the  difgrace,  a&  well  as  the  fcourge  of  man- 
kind, would  arife ;  to  condud  which,  leaders  would  be  chofen  j  of  whom, 
the  wifeft  or  the  moft  daring,  the  moft  powerful  or  the  moft  fortunate, 
would,  in  the  end,  obtain  the  vidwy.  As  foon  as  the  ardour  of  their  paf^ 
flons  had  cooJed,  the  vanqui(hed  would  unite  with  the  vidorious,  in  crd^ 
to  c<:)iftpole  a  more  formidable  band,  on  purpofe  to  invade  and  cortquer  fome 
other  adjacent  ifle,  which,  by  their  combined  force,  they  wouW  foon  ac- 
c^^pliih  J  and,  gathering  ftrength  firom  the  acceffion  of  mimbers  as  they 
mdvanced,  they  would  fpread  terror  around  them,  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years  fulged  the  whole  of  the  iflands  to  their  dominion.  The  leader  of  fuch 
a  vi£torioy»  band,  in  whatever  fphere  he  had  formerly  nM>ved,  or  by  whM« 
ever  name  he  was  now  diftinguifhed,  as  he  had  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  con- 
duft  thofe  to  glory  whom  he  had  been  raifed  to  command,  would  be  iii 
fad  inverted  with  the  powers  of  royalty* 

Hiefe  are  no  ideal  fteps  ;  for  they  are  the  refult  of  principles  deep-laid 
in  the  human  frame ;  and  the  progrefe  from  families  to  tribes,  and  fix^m 
tribes  to  communities,  under  able  and  fuccefsful  chieftains,  to  the  final  efta- 
blifhment  of  monarchy,  may  be  diftindly  traced  in  the  primitive  hiftory  of 
feveral  nations* 

Thefe  progreffive  fteps  in  a  colony,  however,  reft  on  a  fuppofition,  thsrt: 
the  country  from  which  they  emigrated  was  in  a  rude  ftate  ;  ignorant,  in  a 
great  meafure,  of  the  bleifmgs  of  a  regular  government  and  eftaWiflied  laws, 
and  ftrangers  to  the  arts  of  life  ;  which,  with  refpe<a  to  the  firft  inhabitants 
of  thefe  iflands,  unlefs  they  came  over  at  a  very  early  period,  could  not 
well  be  the  cafe* 
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Tlie  Piksy  or  Pi^  'wbo  have  ix^eo  t]/LQ  ^ub^  of  ipuch  ingenious  and 
learned  controverfy,  were,  as  it  npw  appears  evident,  {a)  a  people  of  ancient 
Scandinavia ;  who,  long  before  the  Nativity,  ifliied  in  numbers  from  their  fo- 
refts,  and  from  their  lakes  ;  embarked  all  they  poflefled,  and  committed  them- 
felves  to  the  mercy  o[  the  waves ;  and  having  failed  weftward,  took  poflef* 
fion  of  the  Hxbudae ;  from  which,  in  a  few  generations,  tfiey  fpread  them^ 
felves  over  a  great  part  of  Scotland.  In  procefs  of  time»  the  different  trib^ 
that  compofed  that  numiurous  and  warlike  people,  were  happily  united  in 
jthe  bonds  of  civil  union,  under  kifigs  whom  they  themfelves  made  choi^ 
of,  and  tailed  the  fweets  of  order  and  fubordination  ;  and  they  had  proba-^ 
Jbly  arrived  at  this  ftage  of  improvemeot,  when  the  illand«  firft  became  i»- 
Jiabited. 

As  monarchy  natur^ly  implies  nobility,  s^s  a  link  in  the  chitin  of  fgciety^ 
U>  unite  the  hi^eft  with  the  lower  ranks,  fome  mm  of  tank  and  fortunf 
would  arife,  that  would  caft  a  wifliful  eye  to  the  Norib ;  and,  when  his 
ambition  had  been  blailed  at  homa,  or  his  vMsace^  had  fujSered  from  th^ 
foccefe  of  a  more  fortunate  rival,  form  in  his  o^n  mind  the  icheme  of  mw 
gration.     RuiHed  with  his  difappointment,  on  the  one  hand,  md  elated  with 
t^  hopes  of  emending  lus  power^  or  ikUg^oie&ibng  his  wealth,  on  the  other^ 
I)e  would  loTe  no-  time  to  commum^ate  his  intention  to  his  fiiends  and  r^« 
tiifters,  and  invite  them  to  flbore  in  the  ptcge(3:,  which  in  that  age  ef  ad* 
Y9?*tijr?'they  were  not  likdy  loi^  lo  decline.     Embarl^atioja  wotdd  foo^  fol- 
low ;  the  pofTeflion  of  the  new  territory  would  be  the  ynaiec^ate  conie- 
gueaauae  J  and  the  adventurer  wpuld  fix  his  xeikienee  in  fb^gte  eoovenieiit  -^ot,, 
wh^re,  at  a  diftance  from  his  own  country,  he  might  venture  to  call  thofe 
tfi  his  t»in  his  fubje^s,  to  ivhom  he  might  prefcribe  |:ules  of  behaviour^  an^ 
oaanage  th^m  with  a  pow^^  extenfive,  and  alm9ft  i|ncoptrouled.     As  long 
as  he  underftood  righriy  the  nature  of  his  ftation,  and  made  no  abufe  of  his 
pp^ycr  J  wl^le  he  Qoudvi^d  himfelf  fuitably  to  his  dignity,  a^d,  by  the  vi- 
g^\ur  of  his  AdmiuiftrA^ion,  and  the.wifdom  of  his  laws,  in  conjun<aion  with 
his  awx>  exewplai:y  condudl^  promoted  the  injterqft  of  his  litde  community, 

bB;wovl4'.PJ]}9y' t^.6^^^.^^^^  ^^  raifed  him,  in 

^w^  honour  and  peace.     But  as  foon  as  he  forgot  the  intention  for  wliich 

..- al! 
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(#)  Mc  OokjcgtQT^  hOBQd.  and  AbUefa  Itoth.  Anciq. 

Digitized  by  VziOOQIC 


S9  HISTORY  Of  BooKlL 

all  government  was  inftituted,  and  vrantonly  trampled  on  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and,  in  the  profecutioQ  of  what  he  falfely  conlidered  his  own  in*- 
tereft,  indulged  his  avarice  and  ambidon,  he  would  no  longer  be  regarded 
with  any  degree  of  refpeft  ;  love  would  yield  to  refentment,  and  obedience 
to  opposition ;  and  the  people,  like  their  countrymen  on  the  continent, 
would  degrade  him  ;  and,  in  his  room,  ^left  a  chief,  to  fill  that  ftation 
which  he  had  occupied  and  abufed. 

For  fome  time  at  leaft,  litde  kings,  or  princes,  feem  to  have  fwayed  the 
5fceptre  over  thefe  iflands  ;  but,  whether  independent  entirely,  or  tributary  to 
thcrfe  in  the  mother  country,  is  a  matter  that,  for  want  of  evidence,  adfanits 
■of  no  certain  determination.  Even  the  very  exiftence  of  fome  of  them  de- 
pends on  authority  that  is  doubtful.  This  may  be  iaid  with  refpe<ft  to  him 
•that  has  been  named  Belus,  though  mentioned  by  ancient  writers.  His 
name  is  alfo  ftill  to  be  feen,  cut  on  a  ftone  in  the  church  of  Birla  ;|^nd  an 
author  who,  at  leaft  in  one  refpe<a,  has  refledled  the  greateft  honour  on  his 
country,  teJk  us,  that  this  Orcadian  monarch  armed  his  fubjeds,  (but  on  what 
pretence  is  not  laid),  and,  marching  to  the  fouth,  ravaged  the  counties  through 
which  he  went ;  and  having  reached  the  place  where  the  Scotifh  monarch 
was,  very  unfeafonably  interrupted  the  joy  of  his  marriage  feaft,  {a)  The 
^  fovereign,  and  thofe  that  were  with  him  on  the  occafion,  taking  the  alarm, 

in  a  moment  rulhed  to  arms,  and,  felling  on  thefe  audacious  ftrangers,  put 
them  all  to  the  fword ;  and  their  king  Belus,  expeding  no  quarter,  laid  vio- 
lent hands  on  himfelE 

Neither  does  the  exiftence  of  King  Gains  reft  on  a  firmer  foundation. 
This  petty  fovereign,  fome  authors  inform -us,  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Ro- 
mans, that  proved  unfuccefeful ;  and,  being  taken  prifoner,  was,  vrith  his 
An.  Dom.  wife  and  children,  carried  to  Rome,  to  grace  the  triimiph  of  the  Empe- 
^3-  ror.  {b) 

It  is  to  the  conqueft  of  them  on  this  occafion  that  the  Roman  fadrift  b 
fuppofed  to  allude,  [c)  But  neither  the  vague  fiouriih  of  a  poet,  who  both 
takes,  and  is  allowed  great  liberty,  with  regard  to  fefts  ;  nor  the  bare  after- 
tion  of  the  hiftorian,  can  prove  the  exiftence  of  any  fuch  war,  in  oppofi- 

tiOft 


{a)  Buchan.  Hift.  Scot.  (b)  Eutrop.  Bede.  Boedu 

(r)  JuYcnal:  littora  Juvenut  proiunriniiis  ct  modo  capus  Orcades,  ke^ 
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tion  to  the  dired  authority  of  that  mod  refpeftable  writer,  whofe  works 
have  already  been  fo  often  quoted,  (a) 

Another  king,  named  Gunnas,  is  alfo  mentioned ;  who,  with  five  others, 
was  fummoned  at  once  to  appear  before  the  great  King  Arthur,  at  his  court 
in  Britain,  [b) 

If  the  exiftence  of  thefe  princes  were  more  probable  in  itfelf,  and  fup- 
ported  on  better  authority,  it  would  be  fomewhat  confirmed,  fix)m  the  iflands 
being  of  old  confidered  in  the  light  of  an  ancient  kingdom.  That  they 
were  fo,  appears  in  the  divifion  of  the  Roman  empire,  among  the  fons  of 
Conftantine  j  when  not  only  Britain,  Gaul,  and  Spain,  but  alfo  Orkney, 
fell  to  the  lot  of  young  Q^nftantine ;  and  its  being  clafled  with  places  of 
fuch  note,  points  out  at  leaft  the  idea  that  was  then  entertained  of  its  con* 
fequence. 

To  thefe  authorities,  lame  and  feeble  as  they  are,  fome  additional  weight 
will  be  given,  when  they  are  confidered  in  conjundHon  with  one,  which « 
difplays  a  degree  of  force  that  entitles  it  to  notice. 

The  Pifts,  while  they  inhabited  Caledonia,  confided  of  two  grand  divi^- 
fions,  the  one  occupying  the  fouth,  and  the  other  the  north ;  in  each  of 
which  they  had  a  capital,  the  feat  of  their  refpedHve  governments.  The 
GramiHan  Mils  feem  to  have  been  the  line  of  partitiop  between  them,  over 
whidi  they  never  paffed  to  one  another ;  for  though  they  were  evidently 
the  fame  people,  as  having  the  fame  diflindiv|e  ieatures,  language,  cuftoms, 
and  manners,  there  feemed  to  have  been  no  other  connexion  whatever  be* 
tween  them;  Chriftianity  firft  dawned  on  diofe  that  lived  in  the  fouth,  by 
means  of  the  pious  exertions  of  St  Ninian,  who  was  a  Cambro-Briton,  and 
Bifhop  of  Candida  Cafa,  or  Whithem,  in  the  province  of  Valenda,  or  flure  An.  Ddm.- 
ef  Galloway,  {c)  4i2- 

Nearly  a  century  and  a  half  later,  St  Colimiba,  a-monk  of  Iriflif  extract 
lion,  laboured  in  pkndng  the  feeds  of  the  fame  fyftem  among  thofe  that  in-^ 
habited  the  north;  and,  what  contributed  much^to  his  fuccefs,  was  the  good 
fortune  he  had  to  prevail  with^  their  king,  Budi  the  Second,  to  become-  a 
convert,  and.recexvefirom^his  hands  thefacraoient  of  baptiim.  {d)  A.D.  j^Si- 

L.  During 

(4k)  Tau:itus.  {b)  Gcoffirey  of  Monmouth,  a  very  fabulous  author. 

(0  The  Tcnerable  Bede. .  (d)  Adamnan,  vk.  St  CoL    Brde.    Chxotk  TiGt. 
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Duribg  tke  fabt*«  refideoce  at  that  prince's  court,  hh  biographer,  {a) 
•whofe  veracity  may  be  relied  on,  informs  us,  that  there  was,  in  his  palace^ 
a  petty  king  of  Orkney,  whofe  name  he  does  not  mention  ;  but  to  whom 
he  recommended  one  of  his  difciples,  of  the  name  of  Comaic^  who,  fome 
time  afterwards,  with  a  view  to  inftruG  the  people,  vifited  his  dominions. 

This  might  have  been  a  prince  in  alliance  widi  that  monarch,  to  whofe 
court  he  had  come  to  negociatie  ;  or  he  m^ht  have  been  a  tiibutary,  wha 
had  delivered  hoftages,  as  a  fecurity  for  his  continuing  fubje<fl ;  which  hil 
own  drcumftances,  or  th<^  of  his  country,  mi^  have  rendered  neceffary. 

The  great  diftance  at  which  the  iflands  lay  fixxn  the  feat  of  the  Pidifh 
gov^nment,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  mountains,  faftnefles  and  friths  that  in»- 
tervened,  would  make  them  fometimies  prefume  to  fliake  off  the  yoke,  or 
renoimce  the  alliance  which  they  had  formed  with  the  country  on  whidi 
they  were  dependent,  or  from  which  they  had  cortie.  Accordingly,  we  are 
Hifonned,  that  in  the  i^gn  of  Budi  the  Fourth,  a  violent  infurre£tion  brdce 
out ;  which  fo  inflamed  the  refentment  of  that  monardh,  that  he  ravaged 
the  iflands,  in  order  to  curb  their  Hcentious  i^irit,  which  had  exceeded  all 
bounds ;  and,  by  this  well-timed  feverity,  taught  them  the  danger  of  vio- 
lating their  faith,  or  yielding  to  the  imperious  didates  of  ambition.  In* 
ftru£ted  by  experience,  they  feem  to  have  remained  quiet,  and  either  enjoy- 
ed their  independence,  or  obferved  the  ftipulated  fubmiflSon,  as  no  in«ntioil 
Is  made  of  them,  fo  far  as  can  be  traced,  from  this  poiod,  for  the  i^pace  of 
more  than  two  hundred  yeam 

During  this  long  interval,  they  no  doubt  made  improvements  in  the  arts 
of  peace ;  keeping  pace,  in  ^fome  meafure,  with  the  people  from  whom 
they  were  defcended,  and  from  whom  they  received  not  only  their  laagu^^ 
but  their  particular  inftitutionS,  their  cuftoms,  and  tfieir  manners.  Hieir 
inhabiting  a  chifter  i^f  iflafids,  very  different,  both  in  extent  and  fertility, 
from  one  another ;  their  manner  of  life  (chiefly  fuWifting  by  fifhcag),  and, 
above  all,  their  being  in  the  way  of  naval  adv«iturers  from  various  quar- 
ters, muft,  in  die  lapfe  of  time,  have  given  birth  to  fcveral  peculiarities* 
Still  their  diftindive  features,  both  as  to  mind  and  body,  woukj  omtiinie 
the  fame  ;  many  of  their  native  habits  and  cuftoms  would  be  retained,  after 

X   what 


{a)  Adstixman* 
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what  had  origmally  given  caufe  to  then  had  ceafed ;  infcanuch,  that  ther^ 
could  be  no  difficulty  in  recognLdng  the  cha3a<aer  of  the  colony  in  that  of 
the  parent  ib^e. 

K;  Aerefare,  a  few  important  heta  oould  be  coUeded  fix)m  refpedable 
audiorities^  they  might  have  fome  tendency  to  explain  what  has  fometimea 
been  reckoned  fingular  in  the  names  of  mar  and  places,  and  in  fome  cut 
toms  and  praaices  not  elfewhere  generally  to  be  found  ;  and  alfo  to  account 
for,  and  iUuftrate  fome  ancient  monuments,  that,  muft  be  referred  to  thefe 
foorly  inhabitants  of  the  iflands. 


CHAP.     IL 


0¥  T»E  MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS  OF  THE  PICTSw, 


The  pnwSice  of  eiqpofmg  children  in  infency,  though  followed  by  fome  Blrths;. 
celebrated  nations  of  antiquity,  and  even  by  fome  of  equal  celebrity  in  mo- 
dem times,  is  fo  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  that  it  is  truly  won- 
Asr£a\  that,  in  any  comitry,  it  fliould  ever  have  taken  place.  Wifdom,  vir- 
toe,  reMgion^  and  natural  afiefkion,  join  in  condemning  it  Though,  there- 
fore, it  was  pra^fed  among  the  Caledonians,  previoufly  to  the  light  of 
ChriiHanity,  it  feems  only  to  have  been  very  feldom,  and  in  cafes  of  ex-- 
treme  neceflky. 

As  £bon  as  tibeir  children  were  bom,  they  carried  them  to  fome  lake  or 
ftream,  into  which  they  inftantly  immeiiged  them,  giving  them  at  the  fame 
6me  a  name;  and  thiis  cuftom  they  regarded  as  a  religious  rite,  becaufe 
among  them  waters  were  confidered  facredl 

To  eftablifti  the  connexion  between  the  (exes,  on  princijples  that  are  at   Marriages., 
once  confonant  to  found  policy,  and  to  purity  of  manners,  has  been  found 
a  very  diflBcult  taflc,  in  all  ages-;  and  therefore  it  need  not  feem  ftrange,  if, 
among  a  barbarous  people,  it  fhould  have  been  loofe  and  irregular.     Ac-* 
wrdingly,  the  Caledonians  (whom,  we  confider  as  Pidls),  we  are  told,  had  av 

L  2:  gluEality„ 
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plurality,  if  hot  a  community  orwivesr  (^2)  The  fame  thing  is  aflerted  of 
the  South  Britons,  {6).  and  cf  the  Agathufi,  a  Grerman  nation  {c) ;  but  it 
is  probable  this  cuftom  prevailed  only  among  men  of  high  rank,  who  mi^t 
have  obferved  it,  from  the  love  of  vanity,  or,  as  is  the  cafe  in  die  eaft, 
from  oftentation.  To  this  opinion  we  are  led,  fix>m  the  information  that 
the  Germans,  except  fuch  as  were  rich,  had  never  more  than  one  wife,  V 
which  is  cert^dnly  moft  confbnant  both  to  nature  and  reafon ;  {d)  and  the 
Pids  feem  evidently  to  have  adopted  the  lame  wife  and  virtuous  prance  ; 
for  their  kings  only  were  permitted  the  privilege  of  choofing  whom  they 
pleafed,  and  difmiffing  them  again  at  pleafure.  {e)  Their  nuirriages  were 
neither  celebrated  in  any  place  of  worihip,  nor  attended  with  any  rdigious 
ceremony,  as  they  were  regarded  only  in  the  light  of  a  civil  contrad,  not 
only  then,  but  even  To  late  as  the  commencement  of  the  thirteenth  centu- 
ry. {/)  After  the  parties  were  finally  agreed,  the  bridegroom  offered  a  pre- 
fent  to  the  bride's  father  ;  the  bride  did  the  fame  to  her  intended  huiband's 
father ;  the  friends  of  both  were  invited  to  witnefs  the  agreement :  when 
they  had  done  this,  the  bride  was  ^ven  away  in  a  fet  form  of  words ;  and 
the  marriage  feaft  clofed  the  ceremony. 

burials.  Their  mode  of  interment  was  various.     The  bodies  of  the  common 

people,  and  alfo  thofe  of  their  enemies,  were  in  general  buried,  as  the  leafl 
troublefome  and  leafl  expenfive.  Thofe  of  men  of  rank  and  eminence 
were  for  the  mofl  part  burnt,  either  entirely  or  in  part ;  and  when  this  me- 
thod, which  was  reckoned  the  mofl  honourable,  was  adopted,  the  afhes 
were  coUedled  in  an  earthen  urn,  which  was  fet  on  the  ground^  and  over  it 
was  thrpwn  a  heap  of  earth,  or  tumulus^  which  in  fize  was  proportioned 
to  the  dignity  of  the  deceafed. 

Mczt.  The  food  of  thefe  people,  as  might  naturally  have  been  -eiqpeded,  was 

very  fimple  :  milk  and  fifh  were  the  ordinary  diet  of  fuch  as  lived  in  die 
weflem  ifles  ;  (g)  to  which  the  flefh  of  fuch  animals  as  the  chafe  procured, 
was  added  by  thofe  who  inhabited  Piftlaiid. 

Befides  all  thefe  kinds  of  food,  they  made  ufe  of  a  certain  root,  that  had 
the  power  of  profervin^  them  long  from  the  fenfation  of  hunger ;  and  the 

very 


{(i)  Dio.  (*)  Julius  Ceefar.  (r)  Herodotus.  (d)  Tacitus.  (e)  Solinus^ 

{/)  Pope  IiMiocent  the  Tbird^  ^210.    Biackftone.  (g)  Solinus.     * 
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Terjr  fame  root,  for  the  lame  purpofe,  was  made  ufe  of  by  the  ancient  Scy- 
thians, {a)  But  pork  was  the  favourite  meat  of  that  people ;  and  boars* 
flelh  was  admitted  to  the  honour  of  forming  a  difti  among  thofe  that  com* 
pofed  the  feaft  of  Odin.  In  the  fifft  accounts  of  Iceland,  mention  is  often 
made  of  vaft  numbers  of  fwine  and  fheep ;  {5)  and  horfe-flefli  was  ufed 
fliere,  and  in  Scandinavia,  the  mother  country,  as  late  as  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury. 

Simple  as  their  food  was,  their  drink  was  not  lefs  fo.  Rarely  did  either 
wine  or  mead  enter  into  their  beveragei  Ale  was  the  favourite  liquor  with 
all  the  branches  of  the  Gothic  ftock ;  and  this  they  were  accuflomed,  at 
their  convivial  meetings  and  feftivals,  to  quafif  Uberally  in  horns,  {c)  after 
the  manner  of  the  ancient  Grermans.  {d) 

Thar  drefs  was  fimilar,  in  its  nature,  to  the  means  of  their  fubfiftence* 
Many  of  the  lower  clafles  went  aimoft  entirely  naked  ;  and  fuch  as  did  not^ 
had  only  the  fldns  of  wild  beafts,  which  fuccefs  in  the  chafe  had  provided^ 
cardefdy  thrown  over  theur  ihoulders,  to  fhidd  tiiem  ftom  the  violent  blafts 
of  winter,  {e) 

As  early  as  the  fifth  century,  the  common  peqple,  {/)  no  lefs  horn  a  re* 
gard  to  decency,  than  for  warmth,  wore  a  cloth  around  thdr  middle,  while 
dieir  chiefs  had  a  coat  and  breeches  under  thdr  mantle ;  and  all  of  theoi 
Aained  or  painted  their  bodies,  in  con^Kance  widi  a  cuflom  which  they 
had  in  common  with  the  other  branches  of  that  great  family. 

To  imprint  thefe  marks,  or  that  colour  on  thdr  fkin,  they  made  ufe  of 
a  fharp  infbiiment,  with  which  they  pimdtured  it ;  and  when  once  this  was 
done,  they  rubbed  or  prefled  into  it,  fome  cdouring  fubflance,  which,  in  a 
fhort  time,  rendered  the  place  to  which  it  was  applied  permanendy  confpi-* 
cuous.  VitrufHy  or  woad,  was  the  fubflance  ufed  for  this  purpofe  among  the 
Beigs,  who  are  not  without  feveral  marks  of  a  Gothic  origin  ;  and  the  ap- 
plication of  it  imparted  to  their  fkin  a  blue  colour.  Among  them,  the  cuf^ 
tom  feems  to  have  been  prevalent,  till  compell6d  to  give  way  to  Roman 
manners  ;  and  fome  faint  traces  of  it  may  be  met  with  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Northumberland  fo  late  as  the  eighth  century.     But  this  pradice,  far 

from 


{a)  Dio. 
(J)  Cscfer- 


{h)  Iflands  Landaman  Bok. 
{e)  Csefar,  and  Tacitus. 


{c)  Adamnan,  vit.  St.  CbL 
(/)  Gildas. 
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firofU  beif^  confined  to  the  difierent  trib^  of  one  peofde,  feems,  in  an  ezrly 
ftagQ  of  fociety,  to  be  of  very  wide  exteafion  j  as  we  find  it  among  the  fa** 
rttge$  that  roam  through  die  wilds  of  America^  and  thoie  that  inhabit  the 
iiklids  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  as  well  as  among  our  £iux)peaii  anceftors,  m 
h  funiiar  condition*  (^) 
HquTcs.  If  we  truil  the  accounts  of  fome  writers,  who  are  carried  away  with  the 

force  of  a  lively  imagination,  caves  by  the  fea-fhore,  and  rocks  and  deoa 
in  the  foreft,  were  the  primitive  habicsuians  of  men.  In  the  cold  regions  of 
the  north,  however,  hoiifes  of  ibme  kiod  or  other  muft  have  been  coeval 
with  the  firil  inhabitants,  who,  without  fuch  accommodation,  could  not  have 
borne  the  fcverity  of  the  winter.  Through  all  Europe,  the  peafants,  at 
leaft,  had  houfes  built  of  wood  The  Piifts  had  theirs  of  the  iame  peri£b- 
'  able  materials  ;  ^d^  infiead  of  being  raiied  high,  they  were  confined  to  thes 
grcHind  floor^  in  trbich  thtfre  were  ievtral  apartmkents  intended  to  accommo^ 
(^  the  tvro  fesea  reip&aively*  {d)  The  noiddle  or  principal  part  of  the 
houfe  foonEkitd  the  haU  £»r  eitteitainmenta,  along  the  fides  of  wbich  were 
placed  benches  for  the  guefts  to  fit  on ;  {c)  and,  in  the  centre  of  each  range^ 
flood  m  debated  fe«,  or  efaair  of  hpf>our,  for  tjie  reception  t>f  fudi  perfona 
myrme,  ctf  more  Hmn  ordinary  rank  or  dignity.  The  floor  of  the  hall,  oa 
thcfc  oCcafiotisf,  was  Covered  with  ftraw,  to  ierve  as  a  carpet ;  and,  in  the^ 
middle  of  it,  wa4  a  large  fire,  near  which  flood  a  large  veflel  full  of  ale  ;^ 
out  of  which  theit  borne,  or  drinking  glafles,  were  filled  occafioaally,  The^ 
German  houfes  feem  to  {J)  have  been  conftru<3:ed  in  the  iame  form,  and  of 
the  fame  rude  material^  j  of  wood,  without  tyles,  aiKl  without  mortar  j  (^) 
but  fome  of  them  were  j^fWred  with  an  earth  fo  pure,  and  at  the  lame  time 
fo  fplaadid,  that  they  had,  in  fonae  degree,  the  appearance  of  being  paint*, 
ed.  (/)  This  ctiftom  of  ornamenting  their  houfes  continue^  tg  a  Ute  period; 
and  the  fubftanoe  made  ufe  of  for  that  purpofe,  had  the  name  given  it  of 
Y^tb^erdc^  JOT  red  earth  j  and  Eugli/che  erdc -,  becawle  it  either  was,  or  was 
fqppofed  to  have  been,  brought  firom  that  country,  [g)  Thefe  houfes,  the 
ruins  of  which  are  k^  fifequendy  xti^  with  in  the  north,  c^umot,  as  fome 

have 


(a)  RobcTtfon's  America,     Cooke's  and  Forfter's  Voyages.  {b)  Cheffel,  Antiq.  Ger^ 

(i)  Gunlang's  Saga.  ^    (il)  Tacitus.  [e)  Herodian.  (/)  Tacitus. 

(^)  ChefFel,  Antiq,  Gcr. 
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^ve  im^ioed,  be  the  firft  rude  attempta  to  <^)|aia  9»ore  (ubftaml^  al^odl^ 
as  they  feem  totally  unfit  for  ordinary  habitations. 

To  a  peopie,  ignarant  nlmoft  of  iw»u&fiture»  of  w^  fort,  wl^  *s  yet  Btifincfg^ 
had  cooc^ed  no  idea  of  coma^^oe^  ^  wbo  iwn»  fe^lmlyaeqwlM»t^d  wifli 
the  rudiments  of  ^giicukow,  there  couJd  be  fcatcely  Mt^  «iiplo)'Q»e&t  ibttt 
ather  thofe  of  bunting  aad  tiibio^  or  (^  reamg  jiod  pftfluruas  ^S£  d»* 
meftic  aoimalf.  TSiui  did  thef  ptx^cure  food,  and  fiK^  (imple  jutiid^  of  clt^ 
ing  as  might  fenre  them  occ^fionally  &r  vfky  orfororiwiieot ;  itndy'vriMnilp 
thefe  tfaey  were  (o  fortunate  d$  to  add  a  temporary  h^  t&  giwd  t^f^sm  ^iQ/m 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  they  w^e  cpofiiaofied,  as  Jbft^nng  4J»3^fl  ev«ry 
thing  ifdiich  they  defircd,  in  their  poffefiotx. 

Among  a  people  in  a  rudi^  ftate^  little  v^pssA  li  eoimmonly  paid  to  a-  Amurementa 
mufements  of  any  kind,  ejccept  gaming ;  w^hich,  howrever  j&ra«g^  it  may 
appear,  is  univerfal,  [a)  aftd  often  profecuted  wiljbi  a  degree  of  ajrdottr  that 
proves  as  pernicious  as  in  more  poSifiifid  jS^ciety.  Tbe  game  in  ^hich 
the  Gk>ths  took  the  greateft  pleaiijw  waa  cb^fe;  a  guoe  that  oequirM? 
ao  leis  judganeot  than  pexfeverawe  :.and,  ^hat'  &ow9  their  good  fea&, 
liuB  was  the  favoxsrite  mmifemeot  itt  iMift  of  their  .cc^mes  and  poflef- 
ikDQs.  fai  Iceland,  a  bnsch  itom  tl^  ftem>  !k  vr»  {^-afti&d  wj^th  much 
aridity ;  for,  in  il^  devenih  aeofinry^  wie  .ave  told,  dial,  wbUe  a  oeM^rated 
po^  was  ei^aged  in  a  game  at  chefe  wlii  the  bea^tifid  Height  bis  hrother 
pp^  became  fo  enamoured  of  that  lady^  that  they  quan^ed^  fought,  »d 
fell,  by  mutual  wounds,  in  the  conflid.  {k)  Nfatibor  do  diey  feem,  even  in 
that  ftate,  to  have  been  in^bofible  'to  the  fdeafuvea  of  coaveriallioa.  Their 
•minds  were  ibmewliat  opened ;  and,  nrheei  tkey  m^^  they  amufed  them* 
fd^es  with  diicouF&^  on  libe  Jfteroic  deeds  of  their  anceftors,  and  other  mten 
of  eminence  ;  widi  prapofing  atKl  folTiog  riddles,  a^  with  Trfm^  with  one 
another  in  compofing  (hort  p»ces;of  poetry.  Food  of  oews  to  exceft,  they 
eageriy  foii^t  intettigence  &om  ^very  quarter ;  which  vm  isl  luxury  fo  great, 
rthat  the  rich  cmly  weue  jienmitted  to  taSe  of  St  in  the  firfk  injBfcance  i  and  foch 
Wa«  the  confidence  which  Jfeey  put  m  tibe  infjKroadon  tbw  received,  that;  it 
-Ibmetimes  hid:mi2ch  influfiooe  tsx  ^iKiStijG^  .tbeir  coiindk  The  im»  esutni- 
.^agant  yaffion  for  news  marked  the  charader  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 

-  Gaia, 


{a)  Tadtus.    Robcrtfoxl^  Amcricak  {V)  Ounlang^s  Saga. 
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Gaul)  [a)  (bme  of  whom  were  originally  deicended  fix)m  the  Goths  or 
Germans,  {i) 
The  Arts.  This  people,  ignorant  as  they  were  of  letters,  and  having  priefts  of  a 

foreign  fiadon  down  to  fo  late  a  period  as  the  twelfth  century,  could  have 
very  few  of  the  arts  amcmg  diem  ;  and  thofe  muil  have  been  of  a  kind  that 
was  moft  iimple  and  neceflary.  The  preparadon  of  their  food  and  clothing, 
and  the  building  of  thdr  houfes,  whatever  was  dieir  matter  or  form,  requir- 
ed fome  acquaintance  with  fuch  as  vrere  of  that  nature ;  and,  befides  thefe^ 
they  muft  have  had  fome  litde  (kill  in  die  confbudion  of  canoes,  or  fmall 
veffels,  and  in  managing  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  tranfport  diemfelves 
fix)m  one  place  to  another.  In  every  part  of  the  earth,  fituated  favoiuably 
for  that  purpofe,  fuch  a  degree,  at  lead,  of  this  wonderful  art  has  been 
found  ;  and  the  fea,  which,  at  firft  fight,  nught  feem  to  have  been  intend- 
«d  to  feparate,  for  ever,  tribes  and  nations,  has,  by  the  wifdom  of  Provi- 
dence, been  rendered  the  grand  medium  for  ellablifliing  an  eafy  and  expe^ 
ditious  communicadon  among  mankind*  As  they  were  a  brave  and  war- 
like people,  dfelf-{)refervadon,  no  left,  than  the  love  of  conqueil,  mufl  have 
led  them  early  to  form  weapoi^  of  defence  and  attack ;  and  thefe,  vnth 
them,  were,  as  in  other  early  nations,  made  of  brafs,  inftead  of  iron,  which 
hems  to  have  been  at  firft  either  lefs  common,  or  lefs  underftood.  (r)  Thek 
chariots,  too,  in  which  they  fought,  at  an  early  period  had,  it  is  likely,  brafe 
m  their  Conftru^on ;  and  were  made  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  implied  fcmie 
Utde  notion  of  the  mechanical  arts. 

The  tight  of  fcience  never  dawned  among  that  people ;  which  is  juftly 
mooter  of  furprife ;  fince  th^  anceflors,  on  the  Ccmtinent,  had  both  philo* 
£:^hers  and  adipmomers,  and  had  a  name  ambng  nations  for  that  genuine 
wifdom^  which  is  the  otdy  foundation  of  both  fcience  and  art  {d)  But.  par* 
ticular  circumfbnces,  and  not  their  want  of  capacity,  was  the  caufe  of  their 
ignorance ;  and  this  might  have  even  been  perp^uated  by  dieir  acknowledged 
vigour  of  mind)  which  might  have  difcovered  to  them  die  firtility  of  what, 
ia  thofe  days,  was  dignified  with  the  name  of  erudition.  In  die  fine  arts  of 
poetry  and  mufic,  nations  have  fbmetimes  arrived  at  no  fmall  degree  of  ex- 

cellence. 


(a)  Cae&r's  Commentaries.  (i)  Cxfar,  de  Bello  Gallico. 

(c)  Mr  Pinkerto&'s  Introduaion  to  die  Hiftory  of  Scotland.  {d)  Herodotus* 
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cellence,  even  in  an  fearly,  rude,  or  unpolilhed  ftate.  The  cafe  feems  to 
have  been  very  different  with  regard  to  the  Vt&& ;  among  v^hom  we  have 
no  Evidence  that  thefe  ever  prevailed,  if  the  war  fong  be  excepted,  and  the 
•fhouts  of  the  foldiers,  as  they  advanced  in  array  to  meet  their  foes  in  the 
field,  {a)  But  for  this  deficiency,  which  may  feem  furprifmg,  the  parent 
(late  and  the  After  colonies  made  ample  amends.  So  enthufiaftically  fond 
were  they  of  poetry  in  particular,  that  to  compofe  verfc  in^  its  varieties, 
and  to  acquire  fkill  and  desfterity  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  was,  in  their  opinion, 
the  only  valuable  branch  of  education.  The  Scalds,  who  were  their  poets, 
were  a  race  of  men  fo  highly  honoured,  as  to  have  privileges  conferred  on 
tiiem  fiiperior  to  what  were  enjoyed  by  alntoft  any  other  rank  in  the  fociety. 
Confidering  the  capacity  requifite,  and  the  difficulties  that  attended  the  di{^ 
charge  of  their  duty  in  this  office,  it  is  no  wonder  that  this  was  the  cafe. 
The  kinds  of  ther  verfe  were  fo  numerous,  the  ftrudiu^  fo  complicated  in 
each,  and  the  metaphors  it  cont^uned  at  the  fame  time  fo  remote,  fo  bold,* 
and  fo  violent,  as  rendered  it  not  only  difficiHt  to  compofe,  but  even  with- 
out being  committed  to  memory,  and  firequendy  thought  of  and  repeated; 
it  could  not  be  thoroughly  underftood.  Fortimately,  their  poems  v^rere  very 
(hort,  as  all  traditional  poems  neceflarily  muft  be ;  and  this  circumftance  hadF 
a  palpable  tendency  to  make  them  more  intelli^le,  as  well  as  more  eafily 
eompofed. 

Hie  kinds  of  them  were  not  more  numerous^  not  the  flbill  which  they 
displayed  more  complicated,  than  the  fubjeds  vrere  various.  They  fung' 
of  love ;  they  celebrated  the  praifes  of  th^  heroes ;  they  recorded  hiftori- 
cal  events  ;  and  mixed  with '  mythology  and  genealogies  many  moral  fen-* 
fences  of  advice  and  inftru£tion.  Some  beautiful  little  fpecimens  of  their 
poetry  on  fevenil  of  diefe  fubjefls  ftill  remain.  Even  the  Laplander,  in  the 
fi'ozen  regions  of  the  pole,  difcovers  warmth  fufficient  to  compofe  ballads  in^ 
praife  of  his  mifbrefs,  and  of  his  chief;  and  not  only  the  people  of  Iceland, 
who  were  of  old  noted  for  this  fort  of  poetry,  but  .alfo  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Ferroe  liles,  {b)  fimg  of  their  champions,  in  conformity  with  a  cuftom 
that  appears  to  have  been  prevalent  with  moft  of  the  fwarms  that  iffiied 

M  firom 


(a)  Tacitus  de  Moribus  German. 
(h)  Torfaeus  dc  rebus  gcftis  Fcrrocn. 
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from  the  Gothic  hive.  The  Germans  had  among  them  this  cuftom  in  alt 
its  force.  Hence,  among  other  inftances  that  might  be  cdleded,  Arminius, 
who  diftinguiihed  himfelf  among  his  countrymen  for  his  wifdom,  no^leis 
than  his  bravery,  had  his  heroic  actions  recorded  in  fong  by  the  barbarous 
nations*  {a) 

Mu/ic  is  the  yoimger  fiftcr  of  Poetry,  and  very  fiequendy  her  companion }~ 
and  probably  was  fo  among  this  people ;  though  of  what  kind  it  was,  we  are, 
for  want  of  information  firom  ancient  writers,  at  a  lofs  to  determine.  The 
inftruments  which  they  made  ufe  of  were,  the  horn,  chiefly  ufed  in  battle,  aa 
'  in  Scodand,  down  to  the  fourteenth  century;  the  harp,  invented  in  the 
plains  of  Afia,  and  thence  carried  into  the  extremities  of  Europe ;  and  even 
the  bagpipe  itfelf,  which  has  ibmetimes  been  thought  to  be  a  Celdc  inftru- 
ment,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  unknown  to  them.  Thus  much  at  lead 
is  certain  from  marbles,  coimi,  and  even  from  their  own  authors,  that  bodi 
the  {Romans  and  the  Greeks  were  acquainted  with  the  uie  of  this  inftrument  « 
at  an  early  period  ;  and  fo  late  as  the  fixth  century,  it  was  ftill  ufed  as  an  in- 
firument  of  war  among  the  foot,  as  the  trumpet  was  among  the  h<»fe,  as 
we  learn  from  ancient  authority,  [b]  From  them  its  life  in  war  has  been 
iu^ofed  to  come,  not  only  into  Britain,  but  many  other  countries  that  vrem 
fubje<9:  to  the  Roman  power,  {c) 
Government.  As  the  government  of  a  people  naturally  fprings  from  their  genius,  their 

charader,  and  the  frate  of  their  improvements,  fb,  after  it  is  e(kbliihed,  it 
exerts  much  influence  on  their  manners.  The  kind  .of  it  which  the  Pifts 
had  originally,  or  in  their  firft  fetdeanents,  cannot,  from  the  filence  of  an^ 
cieot  writers,  now  be  perfeiSly  known.  That  branch  of  them,  however, 
which  inhabited  Caledonia  in  the  time  of  the  Roman  expedition,  was  di**  i 

vided  into  feveral  petty  ftates,  fimilar  to  thole  that  dien  occupied  the  G^-  | 

man  dominions.  (^)     As  they  are  believed,  on  good  ground,  to  have  iprung  | 

from  that  nadon,  to  which  they  are  faid  to  have  borne  a  ftriking  refemblance^ 
k  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  their  governments  were  alio  fimilar.  {e) 
That  of  Germany  was  a  fort  of  democracy,  in  which  they  elefted  theuf 
own  chiefe,  tp  whom  they  granted  only  a  limited  authority,  while  they  re* 

ferved 


(a)  Tacitus  :  Caniturque  adhuc  apt^d  barbaras  gcntca.  {b)  Procopius. 

(r)  Mr  Pinkerton.  (i)  Tacitus.  {e)  Idem.  . 
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ferved  to  themfelves,  not  only  tJie  moft  extenfiv*  liberty,  but  die  exercife 
of  the  moft  valuable' powers.  Caledonia,  it  would  appear,  had  the  fame 
kind  of  conftitution  ;  for  we  ate  informed  that  her  ftates  were  democrati- 
cal  J  {a)  and  Galgacus  was  moft  probably  one  of  thofe  chiefs  whom,  on  ac- 
count of  his  ^WKOmmon  merit,  the  fuffi-ages  of  his  country  had,  on  that 
emergency,  railed  to  in\peratorial  dignity,  (3)  Among  fome  of  the  Ger- 
mans, indeed,  monarchy  is  faid  to  have  been  eftablifhed ;  which  does  not 
feem  to  have  been  the  cafe  in  any  part  of  the  Pidlifh  territory  at  that  period, 
except  in  the  Weftem  Illes,  where  a  kingdom  had  been  ere<aed  that  foon 
fpread  itfelf  over  Ncwth  Britain.  Neither  among  the  one  people  nor  the 
other,  however,  were  their  firft  kings  any  more  than  like  the  Indian  chiefs, 
who,  on  account  of  their  fuperior  talents,  bravery,  or  eloquence,  had  ac- 
quffed  fuch  an  influence  in  their  refpe^ve  tribes,  as  natur^y  defcended 
to  their  refetione.  In  the  fubfequent  age,  their  government  aflumed  a 
more  regular  and  permanent  form.  They  had  among  them  [c]  a  fenate  and 
a  noble  race,  a  royal  ftock  from  which  their  kings  were  chofen ;  and  when 
fuch  an  evcaat  tock  place,  the  late  king's  Iwrother,  if  better  qualified,  by  age 
OT  capacity,  to  bold  the  reins  cf  government,  was  frequently  preferred  to 
the  royal  crffepring.  Strange  as  thist  may  appear,  it  is  not  more  fo  than  what 
haf^)eiied  with  anotfier  tnfanch  of  that  people,  who,  hi  the  eighth  century, 
efl^ed  a  fetdement  in  Iceland.  Compelled  to  fly  their  native  country,  to 
avoid  the  flames  of  war  which  ambition  had  kindled,  they  took  pofleflion 
<tf  this  barren  ifland,  whete,  inflead  of  adopting  that  form  of  government 
to  which  they  had  been  accuflx)med,  or  ele<3ing  chiefs  like  their  kindred 
tribes^  they  formed  themfelv^  into  a  regular  republic  j  in  which  there  was 
fuch  an  admirable  diflribution  of  the  powers  of  government,  as,  at  the  fame 
time,  iecured  Hberty,  and  promoted  order  and  fubordination.  Its  conftitu- 
tion, however  extraordinary  it  may  appear,  is,  in  every  refpedl,  ds  well  au- 
lienticated,  as  thofe  of  "the  moft  cdebrated  ftates  of  antiquity ;  and  fuch  a 
form  of  polity,  among  a  barbarous  people,  merits  the  attention  of  the  curi- 
ous, as  a  ftriking  Angularity  in  the  hiftory  of  mari^ 

Ma  So 


(a)  Dio.  [b)  Tacitus :   Inter  plures  duces,  &c. 

{c)  Adamnan,  vit.  St  Col.  Rex  cam  fenatu  valde  pertJmefcens  dovnum  egrcfTusr-quon- 
4am  de  nobili  Pidlorum  genere. — ^This  folid  and  intelligent  author"  mentions  alfo  the  /'ami- 
iians  Re^is^  the  Cgmites  of  Caefar  and  Tacitus. 
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So  early  as  the  firft  cenmry,  the  Caledonians  ufed  cars  in  tatde,  {a)  like 
the  Bel^  in  Gaul.  The  king  of  the  (3)  Crathini,  in  Irdand,  is  reprefent- 
ed  as  ufmg  one  alfo ;  and,  for  the  iame  {Hirpofe,  they  were  emjJoyed  by 
the  Scandinavians  fo  late  as  the  tenth  dr  eleventh  centmy.  In  the  noted 
battle  of  the  Gorampians  they  -had  cav2^.  (tr)  Their  fwc^rdfi  were  large, 
and,  having  ^o  points,  were  fk  for  cutting,  but  not  thrufting ;  and  they 
wore  a  fmali  kind  of  flilelds,  that  bore  a  refembiance  to  thofe  of  the  Ger- 
mans. [J)  In  common  almoft  with  all  barbarous  nations,  they  made  much 
life  of  bows  and  arrow  s  ;  the  latter  of  which  were  pointed  with  flints,  in- 
ftead  of  metal,;  and  it  is  thefe  that  are  fo  frequently  found,  and  known  by 
the  name  of  elf  stones.  T)agger8  were  inftruments  in  repute  with  them  at  a 
later  period,  [e)  and  alfo  lances  ;  (y)  and  a  kind  x>f  hooked  ^ears  appears  to 
have  been  peculiar  to  the  PiiSs,  and  the  other  branches  of  the  fame  race, 
which,  in  befieging  towns,  they  employed  to  pull  down  their  enemies  from 
the  batdements.  (^) 
aLcligion.  Higii  as  their  military  fpirit  was,  it  was  inflamed  almoft  to  fury  by  the 

peculiar  genius  of  their  religion.  Among  the  many  ciraunftances  that  com- 
bine to  form  the  human  chara&er,  thare  is  none  of  more  influence  than  the 
opinion  that  is  formed  of  the  objed:  of  our  wOTfhip.  This  is  completdy 
verified  in  the  liiftory  of  the  people  under  confideration.  Trufting  un-' 
doubted  authority,  we  muft  confider  them  of  German  ori^ ;  and  from 
the  mafterly  picture  that  has  been  drawn  of  the  manners  of  the  peqple  of 
that  nation,  we  know  that  their  religion  taught  the  exiftence  of  a  *  Supreme 

*  God,  the  Ruler  of  the  univerfe,  to  whom  all  things  were  fubjed.  *  [h) 
The  ancient  mythology  of  Iceland  taught,  in  flrong  energetic  terms,  the 
fame  moft  important  truth.     In  it  the  objed  of  their  worfhip  is  flyled,  *  The 

*  Author  of  every  thing  that  exifts ;  the  Eternal ;  the  living  and  awfiil  Be- 
^  ing,  who  fearches  into  concealed  matters,  and  is  fubjed  to  no  change ; 
^  of  incorruptible  juftice,  infinite  power,  and  unbounded  knowledge.  *  (/) 
Jrom  this  all  perfed  God  iprung,  as  emanations  of  his  divinity,  an  infinite 

number 


\a)  Tacitus.  {b)  Adamnan.  iyc)  Tacitus.  {d)  Idem. 

le)  Dio.  (/)  Herodian.  {g)  Gildas. 

{h)  Tacitus :  Regnator  omnium  Deus,  cxtera  fubjcfta  atque  parentia. 
,(i)  EddaandVolufpa. 
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number  of  inferior  ddries,  who  prefided  over  and  diretted  the  operations  of 
nature ;  and  who,  on  account  of  the  fervice  which  they  thus  performed  to 
mankind  challenged  a  fiiare  in  their  adoration.  Agreeably  to  this  notion, 
the  Piiffe,  inhabiting  Caledonia  in  the  fixth  century,  paid  a  fort  of  divine 
worftiip  to  fountains,  and  acknowledged  many  of  thefe  inferior  gods,  whont 
they  reckoned  fuperior  to  the  God  of  the  Chriftians.  The  fame  people  had 
alfo  magi,  or  piiefts,  who  they  vmnly  fuppofed  could  raife  ftorms,  and  per- 
form other  miracles  :  with  thefe  the  good  St  Columba  had  many  pious  con- 
Aids  in  defence  of  his  miflion.  {a) 

To  offer  up  iacrifices  to  their  Supreme  Being ;  to  addrefe  thanks  and  fup- 
plications  to  him ;  to  do  no  wrong  to  others ;  and  to  be  bold  and  intrepid, 
were  the  moral  precepts  which  |hey  drew  from  their  do^liines ;  and  their 
firm  £iitli  in  a  Riture  date  cemented  the  venerable  i^bric,  and  finifhed  the 
ftrudure  of  their  reli^on.  In  that  ftate,  tortures  of  the  moft  excruciating 
kind  awaited  thofe  that  defpifed  thefe  moft  important  precepts ;  and  joys 
without  number,  and  without  end,  were  the  portion  of  fuch  as  had  been 
honeft,  valiant,  and  religious. 

This  fyftem,  at  once  fo  pure  and  fo  rational,  and  at  the  lame  time  £> 
creditable  fer  human  nature  to  have  adopted  in  its  unenlightened  ilate,  was 
of  fuch  antiquity,  as  to  be  derived  {b)  from  the  Scythians;  and  was  long 
believed  and  pra^liied  among  the  nations  in  the  north,  which  ^rung  from 
that  root  But,  imhappSy,  this  beautiful  ftrudure,  in  the  cdurfe  of  ages,  was 
much  corrupted. 

Hie  Supreme  Bdng,  inftead  of  being  confidered  as  extending  his  atten- 
tion and  energy  to  dl  nature,  was  now  confined  to  one  province;  and 
palled,  with  the  bulk  of  the  peojJe,  under  the  name  of  Odin,  or  the  God 
of  War.  No  objeft,  in  their  opinion,  could  be  more  worthy  of  his  atten- 
tion than  military  contefts ;  nor  demonftrate  more  forciUy  the  extent  of  his 
power.  Hence^  the  horrible  pidure  of  the  god  Odin,  that  is  fometimes 
given  us  ih  the  Icelandic  writings,  (r)  There  he  is  ftyled,  *  The  fevere  and 
^  terrible  deity ;  the  father  of  {laughter ;  the  god  that  caufeth  defolation  and 

*  fire; 

{a)  Adamnan,  vit.  St  CoL  {h)  Mallet**  Notdiera  Antiquities, 

(r)  Edda,  Myth.  3. 
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*  fire ;  the  adUve  and  tremendous  majefty,  who  giveth  viftory,  and  reviveth 
^  courage  in  the  conflict,  and  marketh  thofe  in  battle  that  are  to  be  flain.  * 

The  aid  of  this  deity  was  implored  in  every  war  that  was  undertaken  ; 
the  vows  of  the  hoftile  armies  were  addreffed  to  him  j  and  he  was  believed 
to  defcend  and  mix  with  the  combatants,  in  order  to  inflame  their  fiiry ;  to 
ftrike  thofe  that  were  to  perifh,  and  convey  their  valiant  fpirits  to  his  cele^ 
tial  abode,  {a)  There  his  vatballj  or  palace,  ftood  open  to  receive  them, 
into  which  they  entered  amidft  praifes  and  congratulations,  and  were  invited 
to  fit  at  his  table,  loaded  with  dainties,  which  they  were  hendfeforth  deftined 
to  partake  of  without  end,  and  without  fatiety. 

To  that  branch  of  this  extraordinary  people,  which  fo  long  occupied  this 
country,  ought  we  perhaps  to  afcribe  fome  obje<9B  of  antiquity,  which  could 
not  be  conveniendy  clafTed  imder  any  of  the  foregoing  heads.  The  firft  of 
thefe  we  ftiall  mention,  are  thofe  tumuli.  Or  barrows,  which  fo  often  prefent 
themfehres  to  the  eye  in  wandering  over  the  fiwr&ce  of  thrfe  iflands  ;  and 
which  are  plainly  the  rude  memorials  of  perfons  of  note  in  early  days. 
The  mod  ancient  method  of  difpofing  of  the  dead  was  by  interment.  The 
earHefi:  Gre^  adopted  this  cuftom,  in  which  they  were  imitated  by  the  Ro- 
mans in  the  xnfimcy  of  their  ftarte ;  and  the  Cehs,  a  v«py  ancient  people, 
feeni  alfo  to  have  {Mrcferred  this  method  ;  and,  on  the  graves  of  illuftrious 
perfons,  they  gathered  heaps  of  fto^ies  into  a  pile,  which  they  cafled  cairns, 
or  cromlechs,  to  diftinguifli  them  from  thofe  of  the  multitude. 

The  remains  of  people  of  the  fame  eminence  among  the  Gothic  tribes 
were  treated  in  a  different  manner.  Though  their  enemies,  and  the  inferior 
ranks,  were  interred,  the  bodies  of  men  of  diftinftion,  as  has  been  already 
ftated,  were  either  wholly,  or  in  part,  oonfumed  to  alhes  ;  which  were  care- 
fully collected  either  into  an  urn^  or  a  coffin,  formed  of  ftones  ;  and  a  heap 
of  earth,  or  tumulus,  was  raifed  over  them.  Hence,  the  number  of  thefe 
tumuli,  or  barrows,  fpread  over  the  countries  inhabited  by  the  different 
branches  of  that  ancient  people  in  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  England, 
and  the  eaft  coaft  of  Scotland,  as  well  as  in  fome  of  the  Haebuda?,  in  Iceland, 
and  the  Orkney  Ifles,  Tlie  numbers  found  here  are  confiderable ;  feldom 
fingle,  but  two,  or  three,  or  more,  in  Ae  fame  place  ;  all  of  a  circular  form, 

and 


{a)  Mallet's  Northern  Antiquities. 
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ami  diil&reiit  in  dimenrK>n$  ;  pkced^  without  any  ^fUadion  of  hill  or  dale^ 
by  the  iea,  or  inland  j  generally  in  dry  places,  and  fear  the  moft  part  on  fandy 
ground.  Some  few  of  them  are  encircled  with  flones  fet  on  edge  aroimd 
their  bottoms  ;  a  remarkable  one  has  two  flones  fet  upright  on  its  top  ;  and 
when  curiofity  h^  penetrated  then:  interior,  they  au:e  almoft  all  found  to  ex^ 
hilnt  contents  in  which  there  i^  much  fimilarity.  As  in  England,  thofe  that 
have  been  opened  have  difcovered,  fome  of  them,  urns  vnxh  afhes  ;  fome, 
(lone  coffins,  in  which  the  bodies  have  been  depofited ;  and  fome,  nakeci 
ikeletons  ;  {a) — to  h&ce  aUb,  when  looked  into,  they  have  been  found  to  con- 
t^n  the  fame  things.  But  betides  thefe,  which  are  the  principal,  feveral 
other  articles  have  fometimes  been  found  along  with  them ;  fuch  as  the  bones 
of  fome  domeftic  animal ;  fwords  of  metal,  or  of  bone ;  helmets,  combs  ; 
with  other  things,  the  ufe  of  which  cannot  now  be  difcovered. 

The  eye  can  fcarcely  be  direded  to  a  field,  in  which  thefe  tumuli  are  fi* 
tuated  in  any  number,  without  the  opinion  being  formed,  that  this  has  been 
a  field  of  batde,  and  thefe  the  graves  of  the  brave  that  had  been  flain  ;  the 
fimilarity  o£  form,  and  difference  of  fije,  pointing  out  their  refpe£live  rank, 
their  merit,  or  their  eminence.  That  thefe  were  the  rude  monuments  ex- 
dufivdy  appropriated  to  perpetuate  the  deeds  of  noted  warriors,  is  rendered 
probahk,  not  only. from  arms  being  found  in  them,  but  becaufe  among  tiiat 
people  military  virtues  alone  were  deemed  worthy  erf  honour.  Before  clof- 
ing  this  article^  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  we  ought  not  to  confound 
diefe  tumuli  with  thofe  that  are  fimilar  in  almdl  every  refpe£t,  but  placed 
on  the  higheft  or  moft  confpicuous  part  in  every  ifland.  To  convey  intel- 
ligence readily  from  one  place  to  another,  and  particularly  to  fjpread  the  a<« 
farm  in  cafe  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  the  latter  were  generally  thrown 
ttp  on  the  higheft  hill,  and  had  fires  of  wood  and  other  combuftiUe  matter 
lighted  on  them  ;  and  the  name  of  Warts ^  or  Wards ^  which  they  at  prefent 
bear,  has  a  manifeft  allufion  to  this  circumftance. 

To  the  lame  people,  perhaps,  and  about  the  fame  period,  muft  be  re* 
ferred  anodier  cla&  of  objects,  that,  in  difiwent  places,  raife  their  lofty 
heads  to  arreft  the  attention  of  the  curious,  Thefe  are  the  huge  ftanding 
ftones,  €me  or  more  of  which  may  be  feen  in  moft  of  the  iflands.     TTiey 

are 


{a)  MrPinkerton. 

Digitized  by  VziOOQIC 


96  HISTORY   OF  BooK-O; 

are  commonly  from  twelve  to  twenty  feet  in  height  above  ground,  thdr. 
breadth  five,  and  thicknefs  one  or  more  ;  and  as  the  moft  of  them  feem^ 
from  the  places  in  which  they  are  ereded,  to  have  been  carried  from  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance,  it  may  juftly  excite  wonder,  how,  in  the  ignorance  of 
mechanical  powers,  this  could  be  efieded.  Numbers,  and  perfeverance  u- 
nited,  will  achieve  deeds,  to  concdve  which  would  baffle  the  efforts  of  ima- 
ginadon. 

By  whatever  means  they  were  bDught,  or  in  whatever  manner  ereded, 
they  are  rude  blocks  of  hard  flone,  of  the  fame  fhape  in  which  they  wer? 
raifed  from  the  quarry  ;  without  any  marks  of  an  inftrument ;  without  carv- 
ing, infcription,  or  hieroglyphics ;  they  are  plainly  the  nK>numents  o£  an 
early  age,  when  the  people  were  ignorant  of  arts  and  of  letters. 

For  what  purpofe,  or  with  what  defign,  they  were  erected,  antiquity 
fumiihes  us  with  no  account ;  records  are  filent ;  and  tradition,  to  which 
recourfe  muft  be  fometimes  had,  in  the  penury  of  other  evidence,  ventures 
not,  in  this  cafe,  to  hazard  an  opinion. 

Some  have  fuppofed  them  intended  to  mark  the  fpot  that  contained  the 
bones,  or  the  afhes,  of  a  beloved  prince,  a  brave  chieftain,  or  dear  departed 
friend ;  or  to  ferve  as  a  boundary  between  the  territories  of  one  great  man 
and  thofe  of  another :  while  others  have  imag^ed  them  defigned  to  pre- 
ferve  the  remembrance  of  fome  noted  event  tfiat  concerned  the  fafety,  the 
honour,  or  the  advantage  of  the  commimity. 

Since  no  tumuli,  urns,  or  graves,  have  ever  been  found  near  them,  they 
cannot  certainly  be  confidered  as  manorials  of  the  dead ;  nor  is  it  more 
prob^le  that  they  were  intended  to  mark  the  limits  of  contiguous  proprie- 
tors ;  as  land-marks,  equally  well  calculated  to  ferve  the  purpofe,  might 
have  been  eredled  with  infinitely  lefe  labour.  If,  tfierefore,  they  were  not 
intended  to  ferve  the  purpofe  of  places  of  worihip,  they  were  moft  likely 
raifed  to  preferve  the  remembrance  of  fome  fortunate  evait,  or  perpe- 
tuate the  memory  of  fome  noble  action  j  and  the  rough  fimplidty  of  their 
appearance  fufiiciendy  juftifies-us  in  referring  them  to  an  eariy  age,  and  to 
the  firft  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands. 

A  third  kind  of  monuments,  which  ought  to  be  confidered  as  relicks  of 
^ht  fame  people,  are  thofe  ancient  ftru^ures,  or  ruins^  well  known  in  many 
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places  by  the  name  of  Burghs-caftles,  or  more  commonly  Pidls-honfes.- 
Sometimes  they  (land  in  little  holms  in  the  midfk  of  lochs,  with  a  road 
formed  of  ftones  to  conneft  them  with  the  ifland ;  fometimes  on  high* 
land  by  the  fea,  near  the  brink  of  precipitous  rocks ;  but  much  bftener  on 
the  fkirts  of  (andy  bays,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  landing  places.  Encir- 
cKng  the  fliores  of  the  mainland,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  other  iflands,  they 
ftretch  in  a  chain  jBx)m  one  headland  to  another,  in  full  view  of  the  har^ 
hours,  and  of  the  oces^ ;  and  are  evidently  fo  arranged,  as  to  communicate 
one  wifh  another.  Far  from  being  confined  to  this  place,  they  are  found,, 
and  that,  too,  in  iimilar  fituations,  in  the  country  from  which  the  Pidts  ori- 
ginally came,  as  well  as  in  thofe  that  conftituted  their  once  extenfive  domi- 
nion. In  proof  of  this  it  may  be  obferved,  that  there  is  a  remarkable  one 
of  that  kind  at  Sualfburg,  near  Drontheim ;  another  called  the  Caftle  of 
Ymfburg,  in  Weftrogothia.  [a)  Many  of  them  are  flill  to  be  feen  in  the 
(hores  of  Caithnefs,  of  Sutherland,  and  of  Eaft-Rofs.  The  Vale  of  Glenelg, 
near  Bomera,  contains  no  fewer  than  four,  {B)  The  foundations  of  feveral 
have  been  difcovered  on  a  plain  near  Perth ;  {c)  and  that  of  Dirnadilla,  ia- 
Strathnaver,  is  no  lefs  diftinguifhed  for  its  flrudhirfe,  than  the  very  large  one 
at  DunroWn  CafUe,  which  feems  to  have  within  its  precin£fes  feveral  fmaller 
on^,  its  cotmexions  or  dependants,  {d)  But,  turning  from  {e)  thefe,  if  we 
direft  our  attention  to  the  north,  with  a  view  to  explore  the  Kdiftx  territo- 
ries in  that  quarter,  we  fhall  find  thefe  ancient  ffcrudures  perhaps  in  greater 
-number,  but  certainly  more  entire,  of  a  more  curious^  form,  and  of  much 
larger  dimenfions.  Thofe  found  in  Shetland,,  and  known  everywhere  in 
that  coimtry  by  the  name  of  Burghs,  are  much  fuperior  in  tfiefe  relpedb  to 
what  are  here,  or  even*  perhaps  to,  any  in  Scotland.  In  the  fouth,  and  in^ 
the  eaft  coafl,  there  are  but  few  of  them  now  entire,  having  been  demo^- 
Kfhed,  partly  from  curiofity  to  Imow  their  flrpfhire  and  contents,  and  part- 
ly in  order  to  carry  oflF  their  materiak,  to  enclofe  lands  or  build  fanxk-houfes; 
But  among  the  fifler  iflands  to  the  norths  where  there  has  been  no  want  of 
materials  for  diefe  purpof^  thefe  curious  edifices  have  been  fufiered  to  re^ 

N  maim 


(a)  Dalberg,  Suecia  andqua  et  hod.  (i)  Mr  Piakertoii. 

(r)  Pennant's  Tour.  (d)  Idem.  (e)  Lov/s  Tour,  M&  ppies  n*^ 
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main  unhurt,  in  teftimoay  of  the  xedpoGt  that  the  iiAabitante  have  enter- 
tained for  the  works  cdF  their  anceftors. 

They  are^  almoft  without  exception,  of  a  circular  bajfe,  rifing  into  the 
fliape  of  a  cone,  with  its  top  fomewhat  blunted  ;  and  as  they  are  generally 
everywhere  in  ruins^  their  outflde  is  covered  with  a  thick  iward  of  fine 
grafe,  and,  on  a  fuperficial  ^iew,  they  have  very  much  the  appearance  of 
large  tumuli,  or  barrows.  Stones  of  a  convenient  form,  and  of  a  large  fize, 
without  any  fort  of  cement,  are  the  materials  of  which  they  have  been  con- 
Ibrudied  ;  and,  on  a  more  narrow  infpeftion,  they  appear  evidendy  to  be  of 
two  kinds,  differing  feom  each  other  in  both  thar  ftru<flure  and  dimenfions. 
The  fmaller,  which  feem  to  be  the  oldeft,  confift  of  one  thick  circular  wall, 
in  the  infide  of  which  there  are  fometimes  places  ihat  might  hone  ferved  for 
beds  ;  and  this  form,  we  are  told,  was  agreeable  4o  a  mode  of  building  a- 
mong  the  people  of  Iceland,  and  other  Scandinavian  coloiues.  (a)  In  ibme 
of  chem  at  a  greater,  and  in  -others  at  a  lefs  height,  this  .wall  begins  to  con- 
-T^erge  gradually  towards  tlie  top,  dll  only  a  finaH  hde  renuaned,  whidi 
feems  to  have  been  either  covered  with  Art  iftones,  or  fiifiered  to  be  open« 

Hie  iarger  aare  far  more  complicated  in  thcsr  internal  {fam(Shu)e.  .  Befides 
the  outer  wall,  which  they  have  in  comanon  with  the  former,  tibey  have  ail- 
-fo  an  inner  one,  concentric  with,  and  diftant  about  two  feet  fcon  the  other ; 
and  thefe  walls  are  fo  formed,  as  fometimes  to  meet  at  no  great  het^t,  and 
thus  enclofe  a  fpace  around  the  bottom  of  the  building.  In  the  form  of 
others  of  this  kind,  there  is  ftill  greater  variety.  Like  the  formfit,  they  have 
two  waHs  3  but  thefe  neither  meet  nor  converge,  but  afcend  parallel  to  each 
other  at  the  diftance  of  litde  more  than  two  feet ;  and  this  fpace,  which  is 
entered  by  a  door  of  two  feet  hi^  from  withoot,  is  occupied  by  a  ftair  of 
a  winding  fpiral  form,  &om  the  bottom  to  the  top  of  thfe  building.  The 
largeft  kind  which  are  here,  as  well  as  in  other  places,  denominated  Burghs^ 
3XQ  furrounded  by  a  broad  deep  ditch,  and  a  fort  of  rampart,  {b) 

To  one  or  odier  of  thefe,  it  is  probable,  marft  'bekmg  that  which  has 
heen  lately  difcovered  at  Quantemefs.  As  works  xif  that  nature  have  never 
bran  clearly  underftood,  though  they  have  excited  much  curiofity  in  men 
who  take  pleafure  in  ftudying  the  progrefs  of  the  human  mind,  by  looking 

nack 


ia)  Guiilang's  Saga.  {b)  Ihre,  Burgh  or  Borg,  Monumentum,  Walf-Borg,  Gallic, 
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back  tt>  eaaHyi  a^,  the  iitmod  att^uloa^  has  been,  ^varr  to  examine  that 
Pid:$^oufe  with  care,  to  meafure  its  dimenfions  accuratetyv  ^^^  ta  delineate 
the  form  of  all  its  parts  with  pr^oifion^  Situated  on  a  gentle  declivity,  under 
the  brow  of  iii&  hill  o£  Wideford,}  it  looks  towardr  the  North  Ides  ;  hae  a  full 
view  of  the-  bay  of  Frith*,,  and  the  prfeafant  little  ifland  of ^  I>aniey,  firom 
which  it  is  nofc  far  diftant,,  aitd  lies*  little  more'  than  a  mile  wefl  from  the 
road  or  harbour  of  Kirkwall  Like  the  reAr  it  bears  externally  the  form  of 
a  truncated  cone,  the  hei^t  of  \^ch  ia  about  fourteen  feet;  and  the  circum- 
ferencrat  the:  bjdfe  three  handi^edaad:eigkt)Mour;  but  wbethw,  like  them 
aUbv  it  be  fbcfdunded  by  otie  or  two  circular  wcdls,  tl^e  quantity  of  rubbifh 
prevented  us  from  difcovering,  though,  that  it  is  fo,  is  very  probable.  In 
one  refpea  it  differs  from  mofl  of  them^  as  it  flands  alone,  and  at  a  diftance 
from  the  fhore  j  whereas,  in  generali  thejf  are  fituated  on  the  fhores  of  the* 
fea,  and  feveral  of  them  at  no  great  diflance  from,  and  in  full  view  of  one 
another,  as  if  they  were  fonfe"  way  or  other  cotmedfed,  <Jr  had  been  intend- 
ed for  mutuaTcommumcatibn. 

Internally  it  confifts  of  feveral  cells  or  apartments,  the  principal  one  of 
iwdiidi  is  in  the  centre,  twenty-dne  feet  fix  inches  loag,  fix  feet  fix  inehea 
broad,  and  deven  feet  fix  inchest  high,  buik,  without  any  cement,  with  larg^ 
flat  ftones,  the  one  inunediately  aliove  projtfling  over  diat  below,  fo  as  gra-  ' 
dually  to  contraA*  the  fpace  within  as  the  building  rifes,  till,  the  oppofite 
wrfls  meet  at  the  top,  where  they  are  bound  together  by  large  flones  laid 
acrofe;  to  ferve  as  it  were  for  key-fltines.     Six  other  apartments'  of  an  e?t- 
adly  funilar  form^  conffruded*  witli  the  fame  fort  or  materials^  and  united 
in  the^fame  manneri  but^of.  little  more  than  half,  the  dimenfions,.  communi- 
cate with  this  in  the  centre,  each  by  a  pafTage  about  twtf  ffeet  fquare,  on  a  - 
level  with  the  floor ;  and  the  whole  may  he  confidered  as  connected  toge- 
ther by  a  pafTage  of  nearly  the  fame- extent  from  without,  which  leads  into/ 
this  ehief  apartment     So  far  as  can;  now- be-  difcover^,  there  does  not«  ap- 
pear evertD'llave  been;  hranypart  of  the  buttding;  eidier  chmk  or  hole  for 
the  admilTion  of  air  or  %ht ;  and  this  circumflance  aldne  is  fufficient  to 
ihow  that-  it  had  not  been  deflined  for  the  abode  of  men*     Tlie  contents 
wetie  acactdingly^  fuch  a&-  might  have  been  natursdiy  expe&ed  in  fubh  a 
gloomy  manfion.     None  of  thofe things,  wWch  havebeen  difcovered  in  fi- 
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niilar  places^  were  found  here ;  but  the  earth  at  the  bottom  of  the  cells,  as 
'Jeep  as  it  could  be  dug,  was  of  a  dark  colour,  -of  a  greafy  feel,  and  of  a 
fetid  odour,  plentifully  intermin^ed  with  bones,  fome  of  which  were  al- 
moft  entirely  confumed,  and  others  had.  In  defiance  of  time,  remained  fo 
entire,  as  to  fhQw  that  they  were  tiie  bones  of  men,  of  birds,  and  of  fome 
.domefHc  animals.  But  though  many  of  diem  had  nearly  mouldered  into 
duft,  they  exhibited  no  maifa  of  having  been  burnt ;  nor  were  afhes  of  any 
kind  to  be  feen  within  any  part  of  the  building.  In  one  of  the  apartments, 
^n  entire  human  fkeleton,  in  a  {HDne  attitude,  was  found  ;  but  in  the  others, 
jthe  bones  w^e  not  only  feparated  from  one  another,  but  divided  into  very 
imall  fragments. 

Fig.  I. 

GROUND   PLAN    OF   THE    PiCTS-HOUSE. 
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The  paflages  from  Ae  great  room  to  the  fmaller  ones  were  in  breadth  and 
height  about  the  (ame  as  No.  7,  and  their  lengthy  (which  was  the  thickhefs 
Df  the  wall)  about  3  feet  7  inches. 

Circumference  of  the  building  is  64  fathoms. 

N.  B. — ^Above  the  entrance  into  No.  4.  there  was  a  fort  of  fquare 
recefs  in  the  wall. 

Fig.  n.  Elevation  and  fedion  of  the  great  room. — ^The  (hape  of  the  reft 
is  fimilar  to  this  one. 

Rit  what  ufe  could  be  made,  or  what  purpofe  was  intended  to  be  fetved, 
by  piles  of  fuch  a  form,  of  fuch  a  fize,  and  in  fuch  fituations  ? 

Neither  the  number  of  the  whole,  nor  the  quantity  of  accommodation 
in  each,  will  fuffer  us  to  entertain  any  rational  belief  that  they  were  die  firft 
rude  attempts  to  obtain  permanent  places  of  abode,  and  ferved  the  inhabi- 
tants at  large  as  ordinary  habitations.  Litde  better  are  they  calculated,  in 
appearance,  to  ferre  the  purpofe  of  ftorehqufes,  which  indeed  in  that  age 
would  not  be  deemed  neceflary.  That  they  were  not  the  refidence  of  the 
rich  among  that  celebrated  people,  may  be  furmifed  from  then:  darknefs,  from 
the  want  of  windows  from  without ;  thdr  dampnefs,  on  account  of  the  thick- 
nefs  of  the  walls,  and  the  air  having  little  accels,  or  free  circulation ;  and 
particularly,  becaufe  the  apartments  are  fo  fmall,  that  a  perfon  could  never  . 
ftand,  and  indeed  not  even  fit,  upright ;  and  if  this  had  not  been  the  cafe^ 
they  do  not  contain  room  fuflScient  to  accommodate  fuch  families,  with  their 
fervants  and  dependants.  It  is  true^  indeed,  a  celebrated  modern  antiijuary, 
to  whofe  opinion,  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  we  are  difpofed  to  pay  the  ut- 
mofl  deference,  has  ima^ned,  that,  from  their  being  called  Duns  in  the 
Highlands,  and  feveral  of  them  being  fometimes  found  together  in  glens 
and  fheltered  j^aces,  they  have  been  the  winter  retreats  of  the  opulent ;  to 
which,  in  that  feafon,  they  had  recourfe,  for  mutual  fecurity,  fnendfhip  and 
converiation.  {a)  But  this  could  not  have  been  the  cafe,  in  general ;  fmce 
in  Shedand  they  commonly  flood  fingle,  either  on  the  high  hills,  or  on  the 
brink  of  ftupendous  rocks,  fkirting  the  iflands ;  {i)  and  in  Sutherland,  Caith- 
nefs,  and  this  country,  at  no  great  diflance,  and  in  full  view  of  each  other, 
on  the  fhores,  and  in  expofed  fituations. 

From 


{a)  Mr  Pinkciton.  ^h)  Low's  Tour,  MS. 
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From  a  review,  then,  of  their  difEerent  fitesi  fin^y,  and  in  relation  to 
one  another ;  their  form,  their  dimenfions^  ami  internal  Arufture  ;  it  is  ap« 
prehended  they  will  appear  to  have  been  fit  for,  and  perhaps  ferved  the  pm*- 
pofe  of,  watch-towers,  to  guard  againft  furprife  from  an  enemy  ;  of  places 
to  fecure  military  arms,  and  other  precious  articles ;  and  of  garrifons,  to 
prevent  hoftile  boats  from  landing. 

Such  are  the  monuments  of  that  ancient  people ;  who  ha:ve  been  cha- 
raderifed  as  a  tall,  fair,  comely,  robuft,  generous  race  of  men  j  {a)  with 
manners  of  fuch  a  nature  and  influence^  as  to*  ferve  them  inftead  of  bvws; 
difcovering  an  ignorance  of  many  of  the  ufefiil  arts,  a  love  of  fbme  of  diem; 
and  a  contempt  of  others ;  fubje<fled  to  a  government,  in  v^cb  liberty  and 
dvil  order  were  hs^pily  combined  ;  and  difplaying  a  warlike  ^iiit,.  that  had 
feldom  been  equalled^  and  never  furpafl^  ;  which  was  inflamed  almoft  into 
madnefs  by  the  peculiar  genius  of  their.  x^Uffxm^  Though  they  could  not 
a)l  be  equal  in  thefe  re^)e<fh,  but  moflr  have  di^ed  confiderably  by  the 
operation  of  time,  place,  and  other  circumftan^sesr,  fUU  thfife  wese  jHrominest 
feaAuroBst^  this  thsk  diftioitivie  cbacajfte^  both  in  thct  Aem  and*  ia  all  th^  xa^ 

Thatbrt^chr  of  them,  therefore^  that  had-'  fixed  ifai^ir  abode  bcre^  muft 
^ave  exhibited  the  principal  traita  aad  line^tm^^i^ts-  that  ib  Aron^^  marked 
the  charada:  df  dieir  brethi^en*;  and  many  ofiypdctunides*  would;  occur  m 
difpiay  them,  during' their  long  refidenca,  which  conHBemred-perh^s-  in^tho^ 
firft,;  and  terminated  towards  die  clofe  of  the  ninth  century 

About  that  time  2  new  order  of  things' took  place ;  a^ahjaag^  was  efib&ed 
in  the  manners,  cnftoms;  infHtutions.aid  g9venHnait  of  that  people,  and^ 
not  a  great  many  years  afterwards,  alio  ur  their  reUgjuHU  This  was  occa**- 
fioned  by  the  arrival  of  new  tribes ;  fwaffms^from  the  great  northern^  A/W; 
whkh,  fome  centuries  before,  had  poured  out:  fuch  multittided^  as  {pre^d 
ttnor  ova:  the  fouth  of  Europe.  From  the  Iwrdete  c£  Norway^  and  tibe 
Ovores  of  the  Baltic,  where  they  had  liMig*  a  fixed  rdidence^  they  iffued  irt 
numbers  ;  and  almoft  in  the  fan^  age  took  pofleffion,  of  the  Ferroes^  Ice- 
land, the  Hdsbu4^,  feveral  ps^  of.  Britain^  Shetkobd,,  and*  die  Otkney  IQe&i 
So  ftrong  is  tlie  attachment  which  m6n  feel  for  their  native  fal,  and  fo 

fortunately 
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fijrtimately  partial  are  they  to  Its  manners  and  hwrs,  that  Aey  feldom  or 
never  abandon  it,  unlefs  either  compelled  by  tyranny,  or  allured  by  die 
proved  of  fuddenly  bettering  their  condition.  For  a  people,  therefore,  fuch 
as  thefe  were,  to  have  left  thdr  homes  in  fuch  muhitudes,  where  they  had 
not  only  fiiends  and  property,  but  cuftotns  and  inltitudons  ;  to  take  pofleC- 
fion  of  countries,  fome  of  wihich,  at  leaft,  were  of  an  unpronriling  afpe«a ; 
there  muft  have  been  oae  or  other  of  thefe  caufes,  the  parficulars  of  which 
require  to  be  explained. 


CHAP.    IIL 

OF  THE  ARRIVAL  OF    THE    SCANDINAVIANS,   AND    THEIR    TRANSACTIONS    IN 

THESE  ISLANDS. 

NoRVVAY,  a  litde  before  this  event  took  place,. feems  to  have  been  in  A.  D.  876L. 
much  the  fame  condition  with  Britain  half  a  xentury  before,  .and  Germany 
near  a  whole  century  after,  the  Chriftian  asra,  aa  deiibribed  by  Casfar  and 
Tacitus.  Inftead  of  being  completely  united  into  one  body,  under  the  di- 
rection of  one  fovereign  and  one  iyftem  of  laws,  it  was,  like  them,  divid- 
ed  into  a  number  of  petty  ftates,  differing  in  fome  particulars  from  one  ano- 
ther. The  ftate  of  landed  property  however  appears  to  have  been  the  fame 
in  all,  and  moft  probably  bore  a  resemblance  to  what  it  was  fome  centuries 
before.  Among  the  Germans,  {a)  the  cultivated  lands  were  not  conlidered 
as  the  property  of  individuals,  but  of  the  whole  tribe,  which  they  cultivat- 
ed, and  fowed  and  reaped  in  common  j  and  thofe  that  were  deftined  for 
pafturage,  there  is  reaf(Mi  to  fuppofe,  were  likewife  commoiu  The  only 
property,  therefore,  which  they  could  have,  beficjes  fome  articles  of  cloth- 
ing and  houfehold  furniture,  muft  have  conlifted  almoft  wholly  in  domeftic 
animals. 

Accordingly,  we  are  told,  that  men  were  there  reckoned  rich,  not,  as  in 

other 


{a)  Tacitus  d€  Moybus  Ger. 
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oiiier  places,  from  the  extent  of  their  fields,  but  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  their  flocks  and  their  herds^  of  which  they  had  great  abundance.  In 
particular,  they  had  vaft  multitudes  of  (heep  and  fwine,  that  were  fufFered, 
without  reftrsunt,  to  roam  at  large  on  the  pljuns  and  mountains ;  and  the 
few  horfes  that  they  reared,  together  with  their  black  catde,  which  were  far 
more  numerous,  were  carefully  kept  nearer  home,  and  (hut  up,  during 
nighty  in  ftables  built  of  t\uf,  adjoining  to,  or  fometimes  under  the  fame  roof 
with  the  manfion-houfe.  {a)  Many  among  them  abounded  nuich  in  this 
fpecies  of  primitive  wealth  j  on  which,  however,  they  did  not  fo  much  va- 
lue themfelves,  as  to  defpife  their  inferiors,  or  plead  an  exemption  from  obe- 
dience to  the  laws.  The  rich  were  independent,  brave  and  generous  ;  the 
poor  refpedled  them,  and  partook  of  the  fame  noble  fpirit.  Being  free,,  and 
having  a  voice  in  their  little  national  councils,  they  difcovered  a  mutual  re- 
gard for  the  rights  of  each  other  ;  and,  like  brethren,  living  with  their  flocks 
on  the  hills  in  fummer,  and  in  the  glens  and  valleys  in  winter,  they  had 
houfes  fituated  fo  near  to  each  other,  as  to  form  a  kind  of  group,  that  were 
known  by  the  name  of  towns  in  that  country. 

They  were  no  doubt  induced  to  choofe  fuch  fituations,  and  to  crowd  to- 
gether in  that  fort  of  hamlets,  by  the  confiderations  of  firiendfhip  and  famify 
connexions,  no  lefs  than  by  thofe  of  flielter  and  defence  ;  and  no  (ituatibn 
could  have  been  more  favourable  for  indulging  their  fbcial  fpirit  Every 
benevolent  heart,  every  friend  to  ntiankind,  that  fuffers  himfelf  to  confider 
the  condition  of  diat  happy  people,  muft  ardently  wifh  that  they  had  con- 
tinued in  that  ftate,  which  in  many  refpefts  appeared  fo  favourable  to  tKe 
increafe  of  then:  ntmibers,  to  their  induftry^  to  their  intelledual,  and  even 
their  moral  improvement  The  ambition  of  Harold  Harfager,  or  the  fair- 
haired,  however,  loon  interrupted  the  courfe  of  their  bleflKngs-.  In  tKe 
room  of  that  harmony  which  had  long  reigned  among  them,  and  of  thaf 
liberty  to  which  they  were  ever  ready  to  bow  the  knee,  he  introduced  a- 
mong  them,  at  firft  difcord,  then  deiblatibn,  and  at  laft  the  Cruel  and.  arbi* 
trary  fway  of  a  conqueror. 

This  prince,,  whofe  name  is  famous  in  the  annals  of  his  coimtry,  waa  of 
tn  enterprifihg  and  undaimted  fpirit ;  and,  difiatisfied  with  the  territories 

wluch 
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which  he  inherited  or  pofTefled,  formed  the  defign  of  embarking  in  an  en* 
terprife,  that  would  both  extend  his  power,  and  crown  him  whh  laurels. 
With  a  view  to  its  execution,  he  confidered  accurately  the  nature  of  die 
Ktrie  ftates  around  him  ;  weighed,  with  prudence,  both  their  policy  and  pow- 
er ;  courted  the  alliance  of  fome,  threatened  others,  and  foon  involved  the 
whole  of  Ihem  in  the  horrors  of  war ;  in  which  they  were  either  fucceffive- 
ly  fubjugated,  or  forced  to  abandon  their  country,  and  have  recourfe  for  ha- 
bitations to  thofe  iflands  diat  lay  towards  the  weft.  gyot 

Thither  they  were  foon  afterwards  followed  by  numbers  of  their  country- 
men ;  who,  difgufted  at  the  change  that  had  taken  place,  by  which  they  had  been 
ftripped  of  that  independence  which  they  had  always  held  dearer  than  life, 
joined  their  acquaintance  in  their  newly  acquired  fetdements,  where  they  all 
cordially  concurred  in  cherifhing  the  moft  implacable  refentment  againft  their 
conMncMi  enemy,  {a)  To  gratify  tUs  paflSon,  (which  they  ware  at  no  pains 
to  conceal),  as  they  were  unable  to  furhifh  A  fquadron  fit  to  (hake  his  recent- 
ly ereded  throne,  they  fitted  out  fingle  veflels,  whidi,  branded  by  him 
with  the  name  of  pirates,  intercepted  any  litde  trade  that  he  had,  and  ha- 
rafled  his  people,  by  frequendy  ravaging  die  coafts,  and  plimdaing  the 
ikirts  of  his  dominions. 

Fired  with  rage  at  fuch  treatment  from  thole  whom,  on  account  of  the 
paucity  of  their  numbers^  he  ftyled  ignominioufly  freebooters,  he  refolved, 
in  the  pridte  of  his  power,  to  check,  what  he  called,  their  infolence  and  au- 
dacity, by  the  force  of  arms. 

In  order  to  carry  this  purpofe  into  effefl:,  he  collefted  forces  through  the 
whole  of  Norway,  of  which  he  was  now  the  fole  monarch,  and  equipped' 
a  fleets  at  great  expence,  in  which  they  embarked ;  and  leaving  their  native 
ihores,  with  a  favourable  gale,  they  touched  firfl  at  Shetland,  and  foon  a^ 
jerwanls  landed  itt  the  Orkney  Ifles. 

.  Inftead  of  learning  from  thefe  invaders  the  flate  of  the  iflands,  with  re- 
fyed:  to  general  aj^earance,  cultivation,  nimiber  of  people,  indufby,  infli- 
tutions  and  manners,  and  feveral  other  particulars,  that  mi^t  have  either: 
(ratified.cunofity  or  extended  knowledge,  the  fum  of  the  information  we> 
are  able  to  draw  from  them  is,  that  on  their  landing  they  found,  befidem 

O  thek 
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their  own  countrymen,  two  difUnd  people,  named  Ped  and  P^ae^  whom 
they  fee«k  tp  have  regard^  as  diflferent  nationa.  (a) 

Many  conjeiJtures  have  been  formed  refpeding;  both  thefe  races  of  peo- 
pie ;  who  they  were ;  what  country  they  caode  from ;  and  what  was  the 
origin  or  the  etymok)gy  of  their  name. 

With  regard  to  the  firft  of  them,  namely,  the  Petiy  there  is  no  difficulty 
whatever ;  for  they  are  plainly  no  other  than  the  Peiht8,  Hda,  or  Piks  j 
whom,  on  probable  evidence,  we  have  ahready  confidered  as  the  aborigines  or 
firft  inhabitants  of  this  place.  And,  whjat  puts  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt,  the 
-Scandinavian  writers  generally  call  the  Piks  Peti,  or  Pets  :  one  of  them  ufes 
the  term  Petia,  inftead  {d)  of  Pidland ;  and,  befides,  the  frith  that  divides 
Orkney  firom  Caithnefs,  is  ufually  denominated  Petland  Fiord,  in  the  Ice- 
landic Sagas  or  hiftories. 

With  regard  tP  the  P^^^r,  ^t  is  more  difficiJt  to  afcertain  who  tjiey  were, 
JSome  have  thought  they  were  a  people  that  had,  in  fome  former  i^,  come 
from  Norvwy ;  and,  in  fupport  of  this  opinion,  mention  a  place  of  the 
uMae  of  Papafound,  in  that  country* 

Ap  ojMnion,  much  mor?  probable,  has  been  adapted  by  others  ;*at  the 
head  of  whom  is  an  ingenious  author,  whofe  labours  have  throwa  much 
%ht  on  the  ancient  ftate  of  Europe,  i^)  He  fuppofes  they  were  the  Iriflx 
Papas,  or  priefts,  who  had  long  been  the  only  clergy  M  the  Pi^ijlh  domi- 
nions ;  and  as  they  ipoke  aaother  language,  and  were  alio  difierent  in  their 
appearance  and  manners,  they  might  have  readily  been  taken  l^  thefe 
ftrangers  foe  a  diftind:  raoe^  inftead  of  a  feparate  profeffion*  To  give  ftiU 
flaore  prob^ijity  to  this  opinion,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  in  Iceland  there 
vsr^s  a  place  of  the  name  of  Papay,  which  wa3  perhaps  the  refidence  of  thefe 
priefts ;  for  fuch  priefts  feem  evidendy  to  have  been  there,  thou^  expelled, 
in  fome  commotion  of  the  people;  as  the  Norwegi^tn*,  on  their  arrival^ 

found 


(^li)  Diploma  In  Waliace,  edit.  Lond.  1700.  This  ancient  and  authentic  record  was  a  fo- 
Icmn  return  tcy  Eric  King  of  Norway,  in  confequence  of' an  order  from  him,  by  the  Bifliop, 
Chtticdlijlri  ind  ofihcrs,  of  Orkney^  extra£tod  fnmi  tke  an:hivti<»  and  feakd  wid»  the  fieal  ofi 
4k6  \fk!^h  i>*  ^^^  ^  ascertain  tl^  right  of  WilUaa>  Siaclak  to  the  ^arldoifi  a£  Qrkncf .  ft 
bears  date  at  Kirkwall,  4th  May  1406.  See  the  Appendix  for  this  diploma.  No.  I.,  with 
D.  Gule's  Tranflation,  No.  II. 

(^)"i>axo-Gram.  (c)  Mr  Piukerton's  Introd.  Hift.  Scot. 
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found  feme  of  iiienr  bedl;^,  an^  ot^r  artkles,  winch  they  had  left  behind 
them,  (a)  *       : 

It  inay  alfo  be  remarkftd,  thaf  there  are  ititoy  peopFe  of  the  name  of  Pa- 
pay  or  Papley  b^re  ftUl^  a8  there  were  fbrmeriy,  at  leaft  in  Iceland ;  (^)  and 
both  of  thefe  may  hare  fprung  from  t&e  feme  origin,  namely  die  Hiber- 
ni^  priefts,  whofe  zeal  carried  Aem  into  diftant  lands,  to  difiufe  the  prin- 
ciples of  thefr  rrfigion. 

But,  what  is  ftill  more  in  pomt,  there  are.  alfo  feveral  places  here  which 
ftill  ret^n  t&e  name  of  Papay  or  Paplay,  which,  when  viewed  with  atten- 
tion, feem  to  have  fomediing  ftrikingly  peculiar.  They  are  all  in  a  retired 
fitoadoo^  cRffingmfhed;  for  the  richheis  of  their  foil,  and  the  variety  of  their 
natural  produfltions,  no  fefe  tfian  for  the  pleafantnefs  of  their  expofure,  Mid 
tiiieir.  agreeable  profpefl: ;  and  when  alf  thefe  circumftances  are  confidered, 
iikmg  with  fome  venerable  rmns-  which  fome  of  them  contain,  we  are  almoft 
cdmpelted  to  believe  that  diey  once  were  the  abode  of  men  of  that  Jacred 

[  ^hamaw.     fti'  pfi^fieurar,  tihere  are  two  whole  xlTan A  that  bar  that  name  ; 

I  botfi  iif  whiefr,  befide  the  ruins  which  they  exhiMt,  are  diftinguifhed  among;; 

Ae  ^roup  fop  their  commodioufnefe,  their  pleafarit  appearance,  and  the  pro— 
dudive  richnefs  ^  their  foil,  no  lefs  than  for  their  retired  fituatioru 
'     Thefe  might  have  been  the  chief  refidence  of  the  Fapse  or  prielfe  ;  they 
might  have  been  their  property  j  or  they  might  have  been  the  phices  to 
which  they  at  laft  redred^  when  their  labours  had  become  unacceptable  to 
flie  people,'  and  they  had'  been  driven  from  other  parts  of  the  country. 

But,  whether  we  confider  thefe  people  to  have  been  an  ancient  tribe 
from  Scandin^ia,  or  a  cofleflSon  of  priefts  from  Ireland,  or  a  race  diftindt 

;  from  both,'  k  is  But  too  evident,  that  both  they  and  the  other  inhabitants  for 

fome  time  fuffered  the  greateft  calamities,  {c)     Thofe  that  ffed  from  their 

:  ttat^e'  land  during  the  war  with  Harold,  as  well  as  thofe  who,  by  ttieir  de-' 

?  predation*,  had  wafted  his  territories,  when  they  appeared  in  arms,  though* 

in  their  own  defence,  natuiaDy  rekindled  his  refentment  j  and  the  innocent 
natives  being  invoked  in  the  feme  fate  with  the  reft;  titie  whole  metwiths 
die  moft  rigorous  treatment 

G'2-      •   '  Findbg^. 
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Finding,  at  length,  no  refiftance  to  hia  aims,  (the.  iflands  having  been 
completely  fubdued),  he  meditated  new  conquefts  ;  and  his  deiigns  were  no 
fooner  formed  than  they  were  carried  into  execution.  The  Weftem  Ifles 
were  the  fibrft  objeds  to  which  his  ambition  pointed  ;  and  th»e  vidory  at- 
tended him  in  every  batrie.  Having  plundered  the  (bores  of  the  mainland, 
and  ei^^aged  the  inhabitants  in  feverai  conflicts,  he  ne^^t^  directed  his  courfe 
to  the  Ifle  of  Man.  On  his  approach,  he  found  it  deferted  by  the  peo-» 
pie,  and  took  pofleffion  of  it  without  oppofition.  [a) 

Harold^  having  now  acquired  a  degree  of  fi,iccefs  in  this  quarter,  that 
equalled,  if  not  exceeded  his  hopes,  began  to  think  of  returning  home^ 
whither  the  fituation  of  his  unliable  afl^s.caUed  him  ;^  bat,  previoufly  to  hia 
departure,  he  confidered  it  expedient,  both  fo  fecure  his  conqueft,  and  pre- 
ferve  tranquillity,  by  eftablifhing  fome  kind  of  government  in  the  iflands* 

920.  For  this  purpofe,  he .  fixed  his  attention  on  Ronald,  Count  of  Meica,  hia 
fubjaa,  and  confidential  friend,,  whom  he  invefted  with  full  power,  not  on- 
ly to  I;^le  them  according  to  his  own  diicretion,  but  to  reap  from  then)  lUl 
the  advantages  that  fuc^  a  fituation  could  confer.  This  nobleman  was  :4i^ 
dnguifhed  by  a  team  of  illuflrious  anceftors,  and  (till  more  by  a  feries  df  he- 
roic deeds,  that  had  procured  him  among  his  countrymen  the.  ho- 
nourable, appellations  of  the  Wife  and  Potent  j  (i)  fa  that,  in  every 
refped,  he  was  well  qualified  to  fill  the  important  ftation  to  which 
he  had  been  appointed,  with  honour  to  himfelf,  and  advantage  to  tha 
iflands.  But,  as  he  had  extenfive  property  in  his  own  country,  together 
with  many  dependants  and  friends ;  as  he  was  a  favourite  at  the  coiut  of 
his  Sovereign,  from  whom  he  had  received,  many,  and  iHU  expeded  per- 
haps more,  favours ;  he  preferred  a  refidence  at  home,  to  one  in  a  diftant 
country,  with  all  the  wealth  and  honour  it  promifed  to  beftow.  Averfe^ 
however,  to  offend  this  Prince,  by  rejedling  the  benefits  which  his  bouiity  had 
conferred  on  him,  and  unwilling  that  they  fhould  be  loft  to  his  fan^ily,  he 
Kfigned  the  whole  into  the  hands  of  his  brother  Sigurd,  whom  he  prevailed 
on  the  King  to  create  an  Earl,  a^  confirm  his  right  to  the  eftate,  which  he. 
had  fo  generoufly  beftowed. 

sao.  Sigurd  the  Elder  (fo  called  to  diftinguifh  him  from  one  of  his  fuccef- 

fors 


(a)  Torf.  fcrum  Oread,  hill.  (b)  Idem. 
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{on .  of  the  fame  name)  was  therrfbre  the  firft  Earl  of  Orkney ;  and,  by 
'his  condud,  plainly  evinced,  that  he  was  not  only  a<3:uated  by  the  fpirit  of 
ihe  times,  bat  had  all  the  dilHndive  features  of  his  own  fiunily.  His  bro- 
dier^s  influence  had  raifed  him  to  an  elevated  rank :  his  bounty  had  confer^ 
red  on  him  both  pow»  and  opulence,  which,  inftead  of  rend&Ang  him  con- 
tented with  his  lot,  only  ferved  to  augment  his  ambition  ;  to  gratify  which, 
he  refoilved  to  extend  his  territories  fer  beyond  thofe  limits  which  the  ocean 
had  prefcribed  Diffident,  however,  of  his  power  for  this  piapofe,  he 
formed  an  alliance  with  Thorftein,  a  man  of  hi^  rank,  and  intrepid  va^ 
lour ;  and,  in  conjunction  with  him,  levied  troops,  and  fitted  out  a  fquad* 
ron,  with  which  he  not  only  fubdued  Caithne&  and  Sutheriand,  but  over- 
run the  rich  fhores  of  Eaft  Rcrfs,  and  even  the  fertile  plains  of  Murray,  (^i) 
While  he  remained  in  tlus  lall  province,  {d)  he  buik  a  town,  (the  name  of 
which  is  not  mentioned),  in  order  either  to  fecure  his  retreat,  in  cafe  of  meet-- 
ing  with  difaftor,  or  to  enable  him  to  pu(h  flill  farther  his  victorious  arms  ; 
but  fcT  neidiCT  of  thefe  purpofes  did  he  ever  fbnd  in  need  of  fuch  a  fortrds ; 
for,  foon  after  engaging  with  a  Scotifh  chieftain  in  that  country,  l^e  recdved^ 
in  the  conflid:,  a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  died  inftandy,  not  without 
die  imputation  of  having  been  guilty  of  perfidy* 

Oottorm,  his  fbn,  a  young  man  equally  feeble  in  mind  and  body,  fuc« 
ceeded  him  in  both  hk  eflate  and  honours,  which  he  enjoyed  only  for  tl^ 
fhort  fpace  of  a  year,  when  he  died,  \^dthout  iflue  j  and  the  earldom  re^ 
verting  to  his  unde,  to  whom  it  had  been  originally  granted,  the  ifknds  were 
again  infofted  with  the  incurftons  of  fireebooters,  for  want  of  a  ipirited  go^ 
vemor.  In  this  fituation  of  things^  Ronald,  either  imacquainted  with  the 
real  flafte  of  the  country,  or  blinded  by  parental  afFedlion,  appointed  one  of 
his  fons  to  thatflation,  who,  as  the  event  but  too  plainly  fhowed,  was  alto- 
gether unqualified  for  the  dignity. 

Hallad  was  the  name  of  this  fon,  who  proved  himfelf  unw(»thy  of 
his  father,  no  lefs  on  account  of  his  weaknefs  and  timidity,  than  of  the  fu- 
pme  indolence  of  his  difpofition.  Though  he  had  be^i  fingled  out  from 
his  father's  family,  on  purpofe  to  be  exahed  to  the  government  of  thefe 
iflands,  (to  which  He  obtained  full  right,  together- with  the  tide  of  an  Earl) ; 

' yet, 

(a)  Torf.  rcrum  Oread,  hift.  (^)  Codex  Flaticnfis. 
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)ret^  inftead  of  ^iltng  fipotn  ifle  Ip  ifle  to  ob&nre  the  date  of  the  pro^iiice, 
w  fixii^  his  refideoiee  ia  ibme  cenmcal  fpot^  where  idSbraudon  could  have 
.been  moft  iieadtly  procured^  he  reUmd  to  the  fequeft^ed  iflaod  of  Roiift^, 
.where  he  ipectt  his  time  in  the  moft  ioglorious  iloth^  as  regardfefk  of  his 
OWE  ch^yra^eKt  as  of  lus  people^s  co&didoii.  There  be  was  daily  receiving 
intelligence^  from  every  c|uafter,  that  the  tQands  were  plundered  by  pirates^ 
widb  iooqpu^ity  ;  men  flain  i  their  efiedb  carried  off;  and  every  kind  of  e- 
normity  committed :  and>  ^ough  the  unliiHrtunate  people  complaic^  that 
thefe  crimed  feeraed  to  have  been  perpetrated  by  hiB  confent,  as  he  hsd  taken 
iK>  meafiiTjes  either  to  prevent  (x  punifh  them ;  thefe  iniimiataens  were  fo 
£»f  grom  kindling  his  rage,  or  ronfing  his  adivity,  that  they  only  convinced 
him  c^  hia  own  iaCapaeijEy  to  r^€»re  order ;  and,  rather  than  nm  the  rifl: 
ef  attempting  this,  he  abandoned  all ;  and^  returning  to  Norway,  ibnk,  in 
a  private  ftation,  in&o  d^^rved  coatea:^ 

;  Ttie  £ither^  ncnust  conivifi^ced  of  his  ecior,  thougb^  too  late,  fkw,  ividi  re^ 
gK^  iJM  di^aoiv*  wiHch  h^  i^n's  coaduif^  had  entailed  oa  hi^  i^imUy.;  anil^ 
^smkim  td'Wipe  out  the  ftain  as  (joydy  as  he  could^  ei^ied  his -other  fbns  be* 
fpre.  him^  ta  inquii>e  whii^h  of  thekct  would  accept  of  Aat  ftadpn  wht$kt3idbr 
brother  had  filled  fo  impropeiiy,  an€  retin^ii&ed  with  fo  much  .dtfgrasei 
littering  into  their  Other's  fenrimeoti^  ^ey  read3y  obeyed  liis  order  i  ^and 
mo  of  them^  vied  wi^  each  cRher  fbar  a  preference  to  tfiat  ftation,  >riudi 
they  confidered  as  an  excelljent  theatre  on  wfakh  to  di^s^y  their  powers. 

The  cdebrated  Rol^  or  Rollo,  one'  of  -Aem^  wae  d^tned^  Ibme 
time  afterwards,  t^  a^  a  con^kilous  part  on  a  wider  ^d'  more  noUe 
ftage.  Baniflied  his  native  country^  for  OTntrovefting  the  order  t)f  hisr 
Sov«:eign^  he  failed  for  the  w^te:«  iflfts^  whidj»  die  flower  dF  the 
Norwegian  ncrf»llty  hid  fled  for  reft^e,  evpr  f|ace  HMt)ld  had  become 
fole  matter  of  the  kingdom.  Thefe  warriors,  eager  fw  rever^  and.  con- 
queft,  Kceived  him  with;  opeai  arms,  as  they  waited  only  for  fuch  a  man 
to  be  their  chie£  Rollo,  havii^  put  himfelf  at  their  head,  foen  faw  lua 
force  fornudable,  and  (fire^ledrhis  courlbto  England,  to  which  his  country-* 
men  had  made  ieveral  fuecefsful  expedidons.  But,  unfortunately  for  him, 
gifted  the  Or^at  had,  fome  years  before,  mounted  the  throne  of  that  king* 
dom ;  and,  by  his  confummate  abilities,  had  eftablifhed  fuch  order,  that 
RoQo,  after  (ome  firmdefe  attempts,  de^paked  of*  making  a  fetdement ;  and 

therefore 
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therefore  had  necourfe,  for  this  puipofe,  to  a  Idngdom  where  there  vfn 
much  more  probability  of  fiicoefs.  France  waa  then  in  a  ftate  of  confufkm 
and  imbecility :  th&reuis  of  goreniment  were  rdaxed^  and  held  by  Gfaarlet 
the  Simple^  with  a  feeble  and  unfteady  hand  The&  circumftancea  were 
not  unknown  to  RdUo^  who,  failing  up  the  Seine^  took  Rou^i,  the  caqpltat 
of  the  province  of  Neufiria.  He  £x)n  afterwards  laid  fiege  to  PanSi  and 
never  defifted  icom  v^aging  war  againfl  duit  country,  tiU  King  Charles  was 
compelled  to  purchafe  peace,  by  giving  him  his  daughter  Oetlk  in  itianiagey 
together  with  the  provixKre  of  Neulhia,  to  be  hdd  by  him  and  hb  pofterity 
{<}[  ev&y  as  a  feudal  dutchy,  dependent  on  the  crown  of  Franoe.  91 2« 

Having  now  arrived  at  the  fummit  of  his  hop^  his  good  fbttiaie  feem-^ 
ed  only  to  hare  increafed  his  virtues ;  for  no  fooner  did  he  find  himfelf  fat- 
ed in  the  province,  whidi  now  took  the  name  of  Normandy,  than  he  ex«» 
erted  himfelf  to  the  utmofl  to  promote  its  proiperky.  So  uniformly  did 
he  purfue  this  objed,  and  fo  fuocefsfiil  veas  he  in  Us  vrife  and  benevdecit 
feh^neSythattfaehifloriansin^fouth^asweU  as  thofeinthencn^,  codbm^^ 
ly  defcribe  him  as  a  man  of  uncommon  vdfdcMtn  and  capacity ;  generous,  dk)* 
quent,  indefatigable,  intrq>id ;  of  noble  figure,  and  a  majdlic  fize  <  fi>  that^ 
next,  to  A^ed,  he  v^as  the  greafieft  and  moft  hiunane  prince  of  his  age^ 

Thus  did  RoUo  the  Fuil,  ion  of  Ronald  Cbunt  of  Merca,  and  Earl  of 
Orkney,  fecure  diatndile  province  to  his  defcendants^  who  afterwards,  in 
the  perfon  of  William  the  Conqueror,  augmented  it,  by  dieur  valour,  in  the 
conqueft  of  England 

This  eictraofdinary  man  was  eager  to  imdertake  the  charge  of  the  iflahds, 
to  v^ch  his  father  refufed  to  procure  him  the  appointment,  as  if  fit)m  a 
pie&ntiment  of  his  future  greatnefe,  thstf  he  was  deftined  to  be  Duke  of 
Normandy,  and  the  fortunate  father  of  an  illufhiotis  race  of  Idngs.  The 
o&rs  of  another  being  accepted,  he  was  invefted  in  due  time,  fumiihed 
with  a  rednue  fuitable  to  his  digifity,  and,  in  a  galley  of  twenty  oars,  took 
leave  of  his  nodve  fhores ;  and,  having  ftrd  landed  in  Shedand,  where  the 
people  in  numbers  flocked  to  his  fbndar d,  he  in  a  fhort  dme  arrived  in 
Orkney. 

Einar  was  the  nam*,by  which  this  Earl  vras  at  firfl  dIftinguHhed,  who 
maaafiefted  a  condud  tery  ^iSe^mit  &om  Ihat  of  i^tUad  his  brother.    Seve--^ 
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ral  circumibnces  coacurred  in  renderii^  him  no  great  favourite  of  his  fa- 
ther. He  was  an  illegitimate  £>a  ;  bom  of  a  woman  in  a  mean  ftation ; 
had  early  loft  the  fight  of  one  of  his  eyes  ;  and  had  alfo,  in  other  refped^ 
a  countenance  harfh  and  unpleafanL  But  tbefe  bodily  defeds^  which  feem 
to  have  had  but  too  much  influence  on  his  father's  afFedion,  were  more 
than  compenfated  by  the  ^ccellence  of  his  mind,  which  was  as  fertile  as  it 
was  vigorous.  In  every  fituation  in  which  he  was  placed,  he  fhowed  him- 
felf  prudent,  fagadous  and  juft  ;  and,  in  the  difplay  of  thefe  virtues,  a  re- 
iblute  boldnefs  was  the  leading  feature  in  his  charader.  He  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  difcovering  his  talents  foon  after  his  arrival  in  Oiiiney ;  ei^aj^ngv 
routing,  and  thereby  ridding  the  country  of  thofe  daring  freebooters,  that 
had  fo  grievoufly  ravaged  it  durii^  the  fcMrmer  timid  and  contemptible  ad- 
nuniftration.  As  thb  gave  him  an  occafion  to  fhow  his  bravery,  in  proted- 
hig  his  people  from  external  force,  fo  thdr  ccHidition  fumifhed  him  with  an 
opportunity  to  teftify  his  regard  to  their  internal  profperity.  Like  a  wife 
and  humane  governor,  he  carefully  attended  to  the  flate  of  thofe  whom  he 
was  appomted  to  rule  ;  and  finding  them  reduced  to  great  hardilups  for  want 
of  fue^  he  taught  them  the  ufe  of  turf^  for  which  he  is  highly  extolled  hy 
the  Scalds  of  the. north  ;  and  was,  from  this  benevolent  adion,  ever  after- 
wards honoiured  with  the  name  pf  Torffekl  or  Torfeinar.  If  tlua  can  be 
depended  on  as  a  fad,  a  queftion  naturally  arifea,  how  were  the  people  be- 
fore that  time  furnifhed  with  an  article  wluch  was  always  fo  neceflary  ? 

In  former  ages,  wood  has  evidendy  been  produced  here,,  dioii^  neither 
of  a  large  fize  nor  in  great  quantity ;  and,  after  having  been  ufed  fer  fuel 
for  genendons,  it  might  have,  then  been  exhaufted  Inftead  of  it  would 
probably  be  fubflituted  fome  of  thofe  marine  plants,  which,  on  all  the  flidres, 
grow  in  abundance ;  or  even  perhaps  the  dung  of  cattle  ;  to  which,  when 
coUeded  and  dried  in  the  proper  feafon,  fome  df  the  iflands  are  even  at  pre~ 
fent  obliged  to  have  recourfe. 

To  a  people,  therefore,  thus  fcantily  fupplied  with  what  was  fo  neceflfary. 
10  th^  comfort,  in  a  cold,  damp  cUnu^e,  it  was  almoil  in:qpoiShle  to  do  a 
more  fignal  fervice  ;  and  the  man  that  performed  it  was  juftly  entided  to  a 
much  higher  degree  of  j^aife,  than  if  he  had  coqquered  kingdoms.  By 
thefe,  and  iuch.  like  arts,  tendings  to  ameliorate  the  c<»»dition  of  the  people^ 
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iie  eftabliflied'himfelf  ia  their  good  opioion ;  and  having,  by  mean&  of  his 
naval  and  military  force,  reftored  order  and  adminiftered  juftice,  he  enjoyed^ 
in  that  flation  to  which  he  had  been  advanced,  more  than  an  ordinary  de- 
gree of  tranquillity ;  which,  however,  was  not  permanent: 

The  news  of  his  profperity  having  reached  Norway,  excited  envy  in 
die  breaft  of  die  king^s  fons,  who  had  now  arrived  at  manhood  ;  and  they 
murmured  that  fuch  wealth,  power,  and  honour,  as  were  pofTeflfed  by  Ro- 
nald's £unily,  fhould  have  been  ccmferred  on  any  but  themfelves.  Their 
murmurs  were  foon  fucceeded  by  a  refolution  to  ftrip  him  of  all  thefe  blef- 
fings.  The  nature  of  the  enterprife,  in  which  it  was  neceflary  for  them  to 
engage  for  that.purpofe,  required  iecrecy,  and  admitted  of  no  delay.  For 
this  reafon,  they  immediately  attacked  Ronald  himfelf,  whom  they  flew, 
andfdb^  his  property;  after  which,  HaHdan,  one  of  the  number,  failed 
dire^iy  for  Orkney,  to  wrefl  as  fpeedily  fiom  the  hands  o£  his  fou,  that 
princely  fortune,  which  had  been  fb  much  the  obje^  of  his  avarice  and  am-** 
bition.  He  landed  without  qppofidon ;  and  die  earl  having  no  apprehen*» 
fion  of  dangler  from  that  quarter,  was  altc^ether  unprepared  for  his  defence,* 
a^  tha^re  prudently  left  his  ordinary  refidence,  and  retired  into  Caith-^ 
uefs^  with  a  view  tD  procure  fiiccoor,  or  wait  an  occ^ion  pf  c^pofing  hinx 
with  efikl.  Many,  in  the  mean  time,  having,  either  through  weaknefs,  or 
dread  of  the  ufurper's  cruelty  and  power,  flocked  to  Halfdan's  flandard,  he 
was  declared  kii^g,  as  being  the  heir  apparent  to  the  crown  of  Norway.  Sa 
fer  fortune,  for  a  vfhile,  feemed  ta  £ivour  him.  But  he  had  no  great  Kafpn^ 
to  congratulate  himfelf  oa  thb  fuccefe ;  for  when  he  was  in  a  fiate  of  per- 
ieGt  fecurity,  he  was  fuddenly  furprifed  by.  the  earl,  his  forces  cut  ta 
pieces,  or  fcattered  at  the  firfl  onfet;  he  himfdf  compelled  to  confult  his 
lafety  by  flight,  and,  in  fome  lurkirig-place,  hide  himfelf  from  the  fury  o£ 
hts  j^y  tncei)fed  enemy.  His  retreat  was  fbon^  difcoveFed,  from  which  he 
was  ordere<^to  be  dragged  forth,  and,,  widi  horrid  folemnity^  to  be  oSered 
up  as  a  facrifice  to  Ozsff/r,  in  return  for  the  vidory.  A  fong  was  compofed^ 
on  the  occaficm  ;  and  a  heap  of  flones,  in  the  form  of  a  tumulus  or  barrow, 
was  thrown^over  the.  body,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  event  {a) 

InteUigence  of  the  ifliie  of  this  unfortunate  adventure  had  no  fooner 

P  reached: 


{a)  Torfseus  et  Orkneyinga  Sag^ 

Digitized  by  VziOOQlC 


#ii  filSTORY   O!?         '  ^  Bo6ftb: 

reached  Norway,  dian  HaraW  refolded  lib  ptmifli  the  crael  ing^ratitade  of 
Einar,  and  revenge  his  foil's  death.  For  this  purpofe,  he  feried  fences  with 
all  expedition,  and  prepared  fliips  to  tranfport  them.  As  fooh  as  this  arma* 
ment  was  ready,  he  put  to  fea,  and  in  a  fliort  time  reaching  Orkney,  land-^ 
ed,  without  any  refiftance  from  the  earl ;  who,  apprifed  of  his  d^fign,  had, 
as  on  the  former  occafion,  gone  over  to  Caithnefe,  to  avoid  the  ftorm  that 
threatened  him.  His  abfence  afforded  the  king  an  opportunity  to  ttt^ke  a 
paufe,  during  which  he  perhaps  learned  the  particulars  of  his  fon's  cohdnd  ; 
which  was  by  no  means  fuch  as  he  could  approve;  and,  at  the  fame  time; 
he  obtained  fuch  information  of  the  earrs  ftrength  and  irefources,  as  made 
him  drop  his  defign  of  vengeance,  and  offer  terms  ot  accommodation  and 
peace.  Thefe  were^  that  he  and  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  all  of  whom 
he  conTidered  as  implicated  in  the  fame  guilt,  fhouH  pay  fixty  marks  of 
gdM,  •  in  compenfation  for  having  *fo  barbaroufly  treated*  the  fon  of  their  ft> 
vereign.  Though  thefe  were  reckoned  by  the  people  extravagant,  the  earl 
-accepted  them,  rather  than  rift  an  engagement,  the  event  of  which  might 
be  doubtful ;  and  he  paid  the  whde  fum  himfelf,  receiving  the  knds  of  the 
pwpnetors  in  pledge  for  repayment ;  whieh,  as  they  were  not  redeetned, 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  ^earte,'  till  reftered  by  ffigurrf,  one  of  them,  to 
ihe  owners* 

Having  thus  terminated  an  afiair  that  threatened  ruin  to  hoth  him  antf 
his  people,  and-  dreadmg  no  more  danger  fpohi  siroad,  he  ^edked  his  it- 
t^ritidhli^nidorfh  to  the  arts  of  peace;  in  the  exercife  of  which  he  lived 
many  Y^ats  rei^etSed,  no  lefs  for  his  wifdom  tlian  his  magnanimity ;  aftd, 
at  an  advanced  old  age,  died  a  natural  death ;  leaving  three  fbns,  Amkel, 
Erlend,  and  Thcrfen;  atH  of  whom,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  years,  fucceeded 
hiffl,^  -'--''■- 
^gg^  -  Amfcefl  and  iferiehd  wfere  the  two  eldeft^  who  jointly  obtained  theit 
fatha:*^  ^ffetfe^and  honours ;  and,  having  lived  in  the  utmoft  concord  for 
the  fpace  of  foiu?  years,  they  promoted,  equally  by  their  audiority  and  ex- 
aihple,  due  (irder  among  the  people,  and  preferved  tranquilMty.  This  hap-" 
py  flate,  htnvever,  it  fe  Hfcefy,  would  not  have  oeen  of  very  long  du- 
ration. 
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Bcci^  of:  tiiem.  w^c  men  ^f  uleats  and  enterprife ;  and^  thjynkk^  the 
theatre  in  which  they  aflted  too  mitow,  they  eagerly  wifhed  for  an  oppor- 
tunity of  ao^uiriog  military  glory^,  00  a  vnder  and  more  confpicuovis  fhg9. 
h  was  not  long  before  d^ey  fojund  an  oj^portunity  to  accomplifli  their  ^^4ihea^ 
which  were  fo  natural  to  their  years  and  their  education,  and  which  ^pnwg 
^Kpntaneoufly  from  the  manners  of  die  age.  * 

After  the  death  of  Harold  Harfager^  a  conteft  had  arifen  among  his  {ona^ 
about  the  fucceffioa  to  the  grown  of  Norway ;  and,  aar  tjie  prize  was  great, 
and  the  combatants  of  a  temper  that  was  neither  yielding  nor  pacific,  the 
point  in  qaei^ionr  was  ddmately  referred  tp  the  dedHon  of  the  fM^c^d.  The 
whole  kingdon;i  was  foon  in  the  jutmoft  diftra^iont  from  the  valence  of  due 
jGidions  that  had  run  to  anns^  to  fupport  d^  pretenfiona  of  iheir  rei^pe^ve 
friends ;  ao^  aU  the  hon:<Mra  of  a  civil  war  moft  have  been  the  confequeocep 
had  xiot  oaex)f  the  can(fidates^  by  the  lofs  jo£  his  popularity  and  his  power^. 
been  conqieUal  to  abandou  his  c^unirjs  ^ud  try  if  fcHtune  woujld  be  pK«f^ 
propidfus  in  another  land 

Enc  £lodQxwa&  the  tome: pf  t^s  unfortunate  jpfrmce;  who^  in^im^^ 
trekj  had  ^ffpikd  Xf^  £9ghmd»  wherer  he  at  firft  met  widx  a  rec^(»  fiiUy 
ado(|uate  to  his'J;i/o{)es  ^  but,  being  afrerwanls  X9^(le£kedi  and  dreadk^  QjU- 
WQife  treatment,  he  contraded  an  attismce  with  the  twjo  Earb  of  Orkney^, 
who  joined  him  readily  with  a  chofen^band  j  and^  in  a  wur  widi . England,  > 
;n^ch  he imdertXK>k  foon  afrerwards,  they  all  three  fi^  in  the  lame  b^tle,> 
fghdiog  valiantiy.  by  each  other's  fide. 

Thoxfin  Haufaldjitfurs^  diar  brcther,  now  fiicceeded  to  the  earldcMo». 
ii^ifh^  during  bis  whole  life^  ftems  to  haive  enjoyed  much  profperity  and 
peace. 

Nothing,  it  is  prcbaUe^  tended  naore  to  preserve  die  ifl»ds  in  thait  proC- 
peroufi  condition^  than  the  emincoit  t^nts  which  he  had  for  conmiand,  and'i 
the  acknowledged  exceBeixce  of  his  eharai&er.     H^e  was  a  prince  of  fiich'. 
generofity,  as  to  attach  hifi  friends ;  of  a  hmv&y  fufficient  to  intimid^fte  his 
enemies ;  and  all  the  virtues  which  his  condud:  exhibited  were  of  ioch  a  nar 
ture,  as.  to  conciliate  the  efteem  of  his  oaimCrymen»    Like  die  reft  of  the 
earls>  his.  fixed  ^ .  ordinajry  ^refid^OM^e,  yrf^.  M .  Of|qi§y,,  where  he  di^  ; : 
auii  he  was  biuied  in  Ronaldfay,  under  a  tumuhis  ;  which  was  then  known : 
...  B».  -  hy 
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1)y  die  name  of  Hangagerdkim ;  and  b  perhaps  the  (aifie  witfi  tvliat  we 
now  call  the  How  of  Hoogfay.  {a)  TTris  extraordmary  man  had  five  fons, 
ail  of  whom  Himved  hun  ;  and  by  the  viciffitudes  of  dieir  fortune,  and  the 
•variety  of  their  charaders,  fumiflied  a  much  more  copious  fund  of  materials 
fcH^^hiftory.      -  :  . 

Their  names  were  Arnfin,  Havard,  Laudver,  Liotus,  and  ScuKus.     They 
.  have  made  fome  figure  in  northern  hiftory, 

Arnfin  married  RagahHda,  the  daughter  of  Eric  Blodox,  the  Norwe- 
gian prince  already  mentioned  ;  and,  in  a  £hort  time,  by  means  of  her  in- 
trigues, -which  reflected  the  trtmoft  difgrace  on  her  fex  and  her  fiuhily,  he 
tdft  his^I&,  and  was  buried  :at  Murkle  in  Caithnefs.  His  brother  Havard 
now  fiicceeded  Him ;  and  manned  the  eftate  with  fuch  wifdoni,  as  to  pro- 
4cure  plenty -of  coim  and  odier  provifions  for  the  people,  which  obt^ed  for 
hkb'the  fumame  of  the  I'fappy ;  and  diis  appellation,  had  it  not  been  for 
tJhe  ^oi  Kb  fife,  %e  n^lit-  have  retained  to  the  end  of  his  days.  This 
was  his  marriage  with  the  ambitious  and  profligate  Raguhilda,  whofe  hands 
{Aoa^  perhaps  hevras  ignorant  of  the  drcumftance)  were  yet  reeldng 
y^iii  his  brother^s  Uobd.  As,  in  fiich  a<^harad^  as  herX  one  crime  is  only 
the  pr6hi9eto-aiK)ther,  he  Itad  icon  ample  caiife  to  rqpent  c^  the  imprudent 
tfafhnefe  of  that  ftep.  Her  reftlefs  Ipirit  foon  became  wearied  of  that  con- 
iiexion,  tha?t  had  c<^  'her  fo  many  crimes  t6  accomplilh  ;  and  perhaps  die 
very  ^^irtiies  of  ber  hufband  contributed  to  that  eflfedl;the  caufe,  or  the 
confequence  of  which  was,  that  fhe  began '  to  j^ace  her  aflfeifHons  on  her 
brother-in-law  ^Liotus,  wln^rint  flie  confidered  as  more  agreeable,  and  more 
Jeferyirt^.of'  her  heart  In  wder  to  rid  herfelf  of  that  hufband,  whom  fhe 
now  regarded  as  a  bar  to  her  gratifications,  ihe  fingled  out  one  of  his  owii 
-near  relations,  whofe  hopes,  in  die  event  of  fuccefs,  (he  flattered  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  he  foon  provoked  a  quarrel  with  his  uncle,  in  which  Havard 
was  flain.  The  aflfcay  happened  in  the  parifh  of  Stennis ;  and  on  that  ipot, 
which  afterwasxis  bore  the  name  of  Havardztugar,  fix>m  the  event,  or  the 
Slaughter.  t 

-  Bnt  even  this  deed,  which  involved  in  it  a  crime  c^  the  deepeft  dye,  fhe 
iiad  the  codfuiMnftte  art  either  to  eonceal,-  or:  at  leaft  to  j^alli^e;  JTathat, 
:•        ^.  /.    .   ■  ^     :;   ^    .'  ;      -'     '     '    '  '^  V*;   -    "•^'    —  -'  '   ''■    vfheh 
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yfhsn  Aie  oominunicated  h^  wilhes  to ^Liotos^  he  ibrupled  not  to  g^ve  hiar 
eonfent ;  and,  marrying  hfac  foon  afterwards^  was  raiied  to  die  earldom  in 
his  brother's  fteaA  He  did  not,  however,  long  enjoy  it  in  peace.  His 
brother  Sculim,  burning  with  indignation  at  the  bafe  arts  by  which  he  had> 
rifen  to  that  dignity,  and  ftruck  with  horror  at  the  marriage  which  he  had^ 
made,  refdved  to  puni(h  him  fdr  the  fbuL  ftain  1^  had  thrown  oil  thdr  &- 
mily ;  and,  at  the  fame  dme,  to  avail  himfelf  of  his  crimes,  or  his  errors, 
to  advamce  his  own  intereft,  or  extend  his  powen  Diffarufling,  however, 
any  means  that  he  was  poflefled  of  for  die  pixrpofe,  and  derailing  of  being 
able  to  obtain  any  that  would  be  mcMre  eflfe^ual  while  he  remained  at  h(»ne, 
he  determined  to  try  the  expedient,  of  interefting  in  his  £ivour  fome  fove- 
r^ign  powen 

An  ambitious  and  potent  pimce  at  that  time  fwayed  the  fceptre  in  Scot^ 
land ;  and  tfaefe  drcumftances,  combined  with  proximity  of  fituation,  per^ 
haps  firft  i»luced  hkn  to  apply  to  hi»u  To  him  he  immediately  repaired^ 
with  a  retinue  fuitable  to  die  objed:  he  aimed  at,  and,  without  hefitadon^ 
difclofed  to  him  his  fituation  and  '^ews ;  and  while  he  folioited  his  aid  ta 
feccmd  them,  he  etdarged  on  die  advantages  that  v^rould  refuk,  fixxfb  his  in^ 
terfereiice,  to  his  own  kingdom ;  die  power  of  wMdi  he  was  endeavouring 
fi>  zealoufiy  to  extend.  The  King,  liftenpig  to  lua  reprefentation^  was  con- 
vinced by  his  arguments,  and  readily  efpouled  his  caufe ;  and  SrA  creatii^ 
him  Eari  of  Orkney,  he  then  promifed  him  fudi  a  force,  as  would  not  on- 
ly fecure  him  that  tide,  but  eventually  contribute  to  render  it  more  than  an 
empty  name*  As  no  part  of  the  earldom  was  at  that  time  dependant  on  the 
Crown  of  Scotland,  that  Monarch  had  no  right  to  grant  what  was  not  his 
own ;  but  the  tide,  invalid  ad  it  was,  when  conneded  with  die  alliance  of  a 
powerful  fovereign,  and  fi^ported,  befides,  by  a  military  force,  had  much 
influence  iiy  drawing  to  his  fiandaid  many  of  the  inhabitwts  on  his  return 
to  the  north.  In  Caithnefs,  therefore,  he  foon  l^ied  an  attay  which  he 
deemed  fufficient  for  his  purpc^e ;  he  mibarked  them  vnth  all  expedition, 
knd  foon  arrived  in  Orkney,  perfectly- confidrat  of  fuccefs. 

Liotus  had  long  regarded  his  brother. vrith  a  fiifpidous  eye ;  and,  ap- 
priied  of  all  his  motions,  had  takto  ^  pt^ecaution  4X>  arm  as  mimy  of  the 
peq)le,  as  would  put  the  iHands  in  a  poihire  of  defence ;  but  before  he 
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WQuld  riik  an  engagOKent,  by  Jthach  he  bid  Ktde  to  gam  and  nmch  to  kA^ 
be  Hftened  to  the  didatea  of  prudence^  in  ofieritig  what  he  coofidercd  rei^ 
iboable  tarns  of  accommodation.  Thefe  the  haughty  and  icdigjottot  ^iric 
of  hi$  brotiber  reje£bed  widi  ^iclain ;  a  faatde  was  the  inuaidiate  conie^ 
^uence,  in  which  both  (ides  exhilnted  prodigtes  of  ralonr ;  till  at  leogth 
Liotua»  gwEiing  the  fuperioritjr^  oompellexl  Scdius  to  fly  for  CdSsty,  zak 
baften  bajck  uito  dial:  country  fixsn  which  he  had  laft  coiofb  Thither  Lio- 
tua  purfiied  him^  as  foon  as  he  could  coUedl  his  forces^  and  prqiare  them  for 
the  eeq)edition ;  but,  thoqgh  he  landed  widiotit  qppoiittoo,  he  ^ent  fo  mudi 
6me  in  Caithnefe  before  he  broi^Iit  Scnfios  to  an  engagement,  that  he  gave 
him  leKfwe  to  rectiTe  retnfbitemienta  horn  die  Scots ;  and  to  mix  and  mar«» 
ihal  them  with  his  own  troops,  fb  as  to  render  the  whole  more  fomnckUew 
Both  armiies  were  compofibd  of  men  of  move  than  orcfinary  courage :  their 
r^pe^ve  loaders  wete  noted  &r  undaunt^  braverj :  naoA  thty  no  ieoott 
^sm  in  die  dates  fi  Caithaeiai  than  .en  adion  enfued,  as  db^oiaM  ift  It  wm 
deqiii'ra.  Before  it^ commetucement^Iiotuii  iffiied an  ovder,. whldi  waa  Yery 
unqoknmon  &»  diat  iige»  aod  ftcoq^y  marked  Ua  ^enidto.  He  command^ 
cd  hi^tEoops  to  And  &an^  and  noeKre  the  attack  of  tbt  eneb^  with  eoolt 
ne&i  i  tp  pany  every  UoW,  and  keqp  dMemfel?ea  on  the  defective  ooJy ;  titt 
theic  foes  ihould,  by  the  laih  iaqpieciiafity  of  thar.  firft  onftc^  expend  their 
fcNTCe ;  when,  by  a  well^tiined  esertion^  they  taighjt  obtmn  both  a  mtiie  cer* 
tain  and  a  more  eafy  vi^ory. 

The  find  £fc;ipUne,  under  which  his  BKn  had  for  feme  time  beea  kepc» 
imidered  thar  obedience  implicit :  they  rec^ved  the  firft  ibocic;  of  the  eote- 
my,  which,  Uke  that  of  moft  barbarians,  was  violent  in  the  extreme  with 
un&aken  fimsiefe,  uoddl  they  penreived  ther  airdouc  beginning  to  cool : 
when  Liotus  commanded  his  troops^  now,  in  their  ti^roi  to  charge  with 
viol^Ke ;  which  they  readily  did,  in  imitation  of  their  bhive  ^ptomander^ 
who,  difchar^g  the  duty  of  a  fdkiier,  as  w^ll  as  ef  a  general^  firft  threw 
his  enemies  into  difbrdtf ,  aod  foon  afterwaords  put  them  to  flight  Scidius^ 
kno^;nng  that  every  thing  he  held  dear  was  at  fbk^,  performed  in  this  crifis 
att  that  could  be  done  by  valour ;  now  exhbrdng>  now  bdfeeching,  or  threa- 
tMung,  his  uroops  to  reftim  and  renew  the  charge ;  whi^h  be  prevail]^  on 
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them  to  do  for  a  little ;  till,  overpowered  ymxh  numbers,  he  M  Bghin^  ^'- 
lantly  amidft  the  thickeft  ranks  of  the  enemy. 

The  glory  of  the  day  was  now  left  to  Liotia^  who  obtained  Caidmefs  as 
the  reward  of  hi$  rak)ur,  which  had  beai  fo  much  attadied  tx>  hid  Inrodior^ 
hstereft,  that  he  was  tmdtf  the  neceffity  of  holding  it  by  forte  of  anm. 
But  the  fuccds  he  thus  gained  was  only  of  fliort  duration.  The  Swits,  ai6 
Soon  as  they  had  time  t6  bresidie,  became  iiihamed  of  their  ^eat ;  and  re- 
colledlt^g,  widi  a  triixtare  of  fonxxw  and  bdigna(rim^  the  ^Ugfat«r  of  their 
countrymen  ret\imed  with  a  foite  &r  ft^iior  vo  his,  under  the  comtMnd  oF 
a  noble  Th^e,  to  recover  dieir  honom*,  and  take  vengediMe.  But  Liotaa^ 
elated  with  his  recent  vidory,  and  confident  of  Ids  own  bravery,  and  th^ 
of  his  iflanders,  received  them  with  ftsudi  vigour,  diat,  in  a  fliort  time,  they 
were  compett^  to  fly,  and  leavi^  the  field  of  battfe^  covered  widi  the^ 
wounded  an<l  (lain,  in  the  hands  of  thi^  vidorious  enemies.  Tbh  dre^ 
ful  oonflid  was  £ital  to  Liotttk ;  for,  thoi^  hb  returned  in  Qriumi^H  he  had 
im^IvikI  in  it  a  wound,  wiiich,  in  a  ftw  days,  |)ttt  a  p^dd  «o  his  Miftenca^ 
itfid  the  calamides  of  his  otmntry. 

taudver,  th«  onlf  furviving  biotbef  «l^  Aett  ambitious,  tuibulent^  $ied  9»<V 
turifiortunaie  fkmMy,  now  entered  into  poiSrition  of  the  earidom  without  op. 
pofinon*  He  was  a  man  d  a  bdd  suid  a^ve  f^irit,  and  ^  much  influenced 
hj  the  love  of  glory ;  as  appeared  from  his  military  achievements,  the  fcen6 
tof  which  lay  mcMre  frequently  abrdad  than  in  hfe  own  cotintryk  The  iflands 
that  iformed  the  centre  cf  his  domain,  ^  well  as  the  provinces  in  die  fouth 
thatcompofed  its  extremity,  had  been  exlkaufted  by  thofe  bloody  contefts 
in  which  the  <Jif<;prti  of  his  brbdiert  had  involved  them.  They  therefore 
iiequired  time  to  recover  ftrength,  after  foch  difmil  difafters.  But,  left  die 
military  fpirit,  which,  "in  an  age  ]Sk%  Ihat,  was  fo  indiQ)en{aWe  for  the  pro* 
teak)n  of  the  people^  ikovAd  become  feeble  for  want  of  exertion,  he  fi^ 
quentiy  retited  and  ftrfength^ied  it,  l)y  engagmg  his  ftsbjedb  in  fome  pre* 
datory  expedition.  From  fuch  an  employment  of  his  time,  his  talents,  and 
his  refources,  he  run  no  rifk  of  incurring  difhonour ;  fince  the  manners  of 
Ihe  age  ga^  a  (andioh  to  fuch  expeditions,  and  even  rendered  them  fo  me- 
titorioti§^  that  m^  «f  the  raoft  iplendid  fortune,  and  of  the  higheft  rank, 
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and  eren  kings  di6mfelves»  deemed  it  honourable  occafionaUy  to  embark  in 
them. 

The  theatre  he  made  chcnce  of,  on  thefe  occafions,  on  which  to  eKercife 
his  people,  axid  difplay  their  military  prowe&  and  naval  dexterity,  was  the 
^  weft  coafl  of  Scodand,  the  weftera  ifles,  and  even  fometimes  the  north  and 
eaft  fhores  of  Ireland 

In  fome  of  his  excurfions  into  Ireland,  he  became  acquainted  with  Kiar 
wala,  one  of  die  petty  kings  of  that  country ;  and  thb  acquaintance  he  not 
long  dfcerwards  improved  Into  ah  alliance,  by  marrying  the  celebrated  Aud- 
na,  one  of  his  daughters.  This  womax^  like  many  of  her  fex  in  that  age^ 
and  among  that  people,  had  great  fpirit  and  addrefs;  was  tenowned  for 
her  extenfive  acquaintance  with  many  cilrious  arts,  and,  in  particular,  for 
her  knowledge  of  what  was  then  ridiculoufly  ftyled  the  fcience  of  tnanpc ; 
and  die  r^utadon  that  (he  had  acquired  by  thefe  means,  fbe  had  capa^ 
pty  enough  to  turn  to  account  oh  fome  important  occafions.  By  this  prin- 
fK&  Laudver  had  a  fon,  whofe  life  was  r^lete  with  fo  many  important  in« 
ddents,'that  they  require  to  be  detadled  at  fome  lengdL  His  &dier  nded 
the  Qurldom  for  the  i^ce  of  fixtetn  years,  during  all  wluch  he  preferved 
peace,  pardy  by  his  firid  adminiffandon  of  juitice,  and  pardy  by  the  fiune 
of  his  talents  and  military  "nrtues.  Hb  remains  were  depoiited  in  Gaith- 
neik 

Sigurd  was  the  name  of  this  fon,  who  now  became  Earl,  in  the  right 
of  his  hdker^  For  the  &ke  of  diftin^tion  he  b  generally  denominated  die 
Grofs,  ddier  on  account  of  hb  uncommon  hdght  or  corpulence*  He  feems 
to  have  been  young  at  lus  fkther^s  death,  and  therefore  could  reap  little  be- 
nefit from  idther  hb  example  or  inftrudion ;  but  the  lofs  which  he  fuftained 
in  thb  re^ped^  was  more  than  made  iqp,  by  the  advantage  that  he  received 
from  the  tuidon  of  hb  mothar.  Shis  fixed  all  hex  hopes  and  attention  on 
him ;  and,  from  the  way  in  which  ihe  reared  hb  tender  mind,  inlpir- 
iing  it  with  the  love  of  &me,  fhe  tendered  thofe  qualities,  for  which  he 
was  afterwards  diitinguifhed,  more  early  con^icuous.  How  completely 
{he  had  gained  the  afcendant  over  him,  in  confequence  of  her  tender  caie 
and  wife  inffarudioos,  appeared  in  an  inflance  that  occurred  almoft  on  hif 
very  entrance  into  public  life.  Soon  after  hb  father's  deceafe,  and  be- 
fore 
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fore  his  a^ons  could  either  develops  or  confirm  his  chara^ar,  he  was  chal- 
lenged by  a  Scotifti  count,  of  the  Tiariie  of  Finlicus,  to  fight  him  on  a  cer- 
tain dayl  and  in  a  place  that  lay  withia  the  precinds  of  his  own  eaddom^ 
A  challenge  fo  unexpeAed^  and  fo  perertiptory,  threw  him  into  the  utmeft 
perplexity.  His  total  inexperience  in  the  field,  in  which  he  fbme  day  hoped^ 
to  gather  laurels  ;  the  fmall  number  of  forces  that  could  be  raifed  i^nft  the 
time  appointed,  and,  above  all,  the  gainful  a^rehenfion  he  was  und^  of 
bemg  unfortunate,  when  fetting  out  in'  the  career  cf  ^ory,  created,  for.  a 
httle,.  feme  hefitation*  Accuftconed  long  to  look  up  to  his  mother,  in  whofe 
capacity  he  had  been  taught  to  repofe  the  mofl:  entire  confidence,  he  refolv- 
ed  to  confult  her  in  this  crifis,  and  to  adhere  to  her  corunfel,  whatever  fhould 
be  the  confequence. 

Audua,  in  purfuance  of  the  plan  flie  had  addpt^  to  make?  her  fon  ri- 
val in  bravery  and  fiuxefs  the  mofl  renowned  of  his  anceflors,  had  wrou^t 
for  him^  a  cmious  ftandard,  on  which  (he  had  artfully  r^refented  a  block 
raven  ibaring  on  the  winds,  and  dire^Hng  his  fli^t  to  Heaven. 

This  piece  of  yroikmanfhip,  at  once  a  proof  of  her  fkill^  and  an  emblenr 
of  her  wifties,  flie  took  this  oppbrtunity  to  prefent  to  her  beloved  Sigund, 
aceompanied  widi  an  addbefs  conceived  in  the  foUowmg  remarkable  terms  : 

*  Accept, '  fays  flie,  *  this  ftandard,  on  which  I  have  bellowed  all  my  painsy 

*  and  all  my  art ;  it  wiii  conduft^  you  fo  vidory.  From  the  time  you  were 
^  bom,  I  have  felt  fOT  you  tenderly.  Your  Hfe  has  ever  been  the  darling  ob- 
^  }e€t  of  my  anxious  care ;  and  I  could  have  eamcAiy  wifhed  it  had  been 
^  decreed  for  ever  to  continue  :  but  as  the  £aes,  and  not  dangers,  have  the 

*  power  of  determining  the  period  of  hiunan  life,  it  is  better  to  die  in  youth 
^  honourably  in  the  field  of  batde,,than  to  live  to  old  age,  in  indolence  and 
**  di%race.  ' 

Stung*  to  the  heart  with  thefe  words  of  his  mother,  which  he  confldered 
tt)  be  intended,  as  they  imdoubtedlywere,  to  roufe  his  a£6vity  and  enflame  - 
his  fpirit,  he  hefitated  no  longer,  but  made  all  the  expedition  in;  his  power 
to  meet  the  pr/>ud  and  infulting  champion  in  batde  array*    But^  that^he  might 
m)t  be  hufried  away  by  youthful  ardour,  and  take  the  field  before  he  was  i»- 
a  condition  to  fecurefucceis  to  his  arms^  and  lufbe  to  his  chaxader^  he  exn  - 
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ened  hnnfelf  ta  tSie-ntmoft  to  obtain  an  adequaCte  fofte  ;  and,  for  this  piu> 
pofey  adopted  an  expedient  as  wife  as  it  was  efiedual 

The  lands  of  many  of  the  moft  cdnfiderabA^  propri^ors  in  the  iflands 
had  been  pieced  to  Torfeinar,  in  fecunty  for  a  fum  of  money  whkh  be 
iiad  paid  &ir  tliem,  as  has  been  aheady  mentiomd ;  and  they  had  continued 
to  that  time  in  the  hands  of  the  Earls^  his  fuoceflbrs^  unredeemed.  Thefe 
lie  geoeroiffly  offered  to  reftore  to  the  defendants  of  thofe  to  whom  they 
formerly  bdonged^  on  condition  that  they  would  fpeedily  t^  arms^  and^  to* 
gether  frith  their  friends  and  dependanfis,  fdlow  his  flandard  on  this  preffing 
occaiion.  Thefe  terms  were  too  ^vonrable  to  be  rejed^ :  they  were  ac- 
cepted with  joy  i  the  lands  were  immediately  r^ored  ;  the  levies  were  ibon 
completed,  and  ready  for  embarkation  ;  the  army,  in  due  time,  readied  the 
deftined  £eld,  where  tSie  battle  inftahtly  commenced.  Bodi  fides,  for  a 
while,  e^fiexted  tfaemdfelYes  equally;  and  yiObory  hovered  between  them^ 
ibmetimes  tndiiiiag  to  the  one  iide,  and  fbmetimes  to  the  other;  till  at  lengdx 
the  pride  of  die  Scodfh  count  was  fo  much  hnmUed,  tint  iie  was  forced  to 
yield,  and  con&is  the  iiiperior  merit  of  his  undaunted  bt ;  and  Sigurd^  after 
having  16ft  fome  of  hischoiceft  troops,  and  three  fevetal  ftandard^beaiSecs^ 
(fb  &tal  was  tbe-bfeadk:  rmen  to  tfaofe  that  bore  ham),  leturaed  home,  canr^ 
ed  with  laurek 

As  dris  was  probably  the  very  {ixA  military  addev^ement  diat  he  had  im- 
dertaken,  it  rrmft  hive  had  .great  infiuence  in  augmendng  his  love  of  war^ 
like  e^^ldits,  and  no  Idl;  in  rasfrng  his  hopes  of  future  fuccefs  ;  and  it  is  re- 
mitrkable,  dut  no  fnfafequsnt  wSlon  of  Ids  li&^ver  contributed  to  fully  the 
honour  which  he  gained  oa  that  day. 

In  fome  of  the  moft  exprefiiTe.tndts  of  his  charai^r,  he  ieems  to  have 
borne  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  the  firft  Earl  of  Orkney,  of  the  fame  liame. 
JLike'fiim,  he  had  a  Jfiratitude  to  ifupport  himfelf  under  misfcrtunes  HKrith 
manly  dignity.  He  was  as  hrarrt  in  the  hoar  of  danger,  and  as  fertile  in 
refourccs  ;  and,  in  knowledge  in  the  art£)f  war,  and  wifibm  in  the  manage^- 
ment  of  civil  matters,  he  was  not  by  any  means  his  inferior.  They  both 
difcoveiml  greatneis  of  foul,  and  performed  aiSHons  equaUy  fplendid :  fixp^ 
jtune  was  equaHy  conilant  and  fixipitious  to  both,  ia  tnsaUing  tbem  to  ^isttify 
Aeir  defire  of  vidory  and  conqueft. 
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This  amUtious  sod  pow^erful  £«:1  obtained  pofl^on  d  -many  provmc^s. 
Over  the  Shetland  and  Orkney  Ifle^  which  he  governed  without  oppofition  or 
cootrouly  he  reigned  in  the  a^fedipos  of  the  peQ^^;  and  the  naval  c^efbins^ 
through  the  whole  of  them,  were  a$  ready  to  fuppoit,  a^  to  ajcknowledge  his 
cbims:  a&d  wfaien  eitUer  the^ircuntftancea  of  his  country^  or  hia  own  anodbition^ 
led  Mm  to  afpire  to  coaqueft,  they  were,  on  the  ftiorteft  notice,  prepared  ft> 
£econd  his  views.  By  means  of  th&SK,  comtnned  with  his  own  intrepid 
bands,  be  frequendy  harafled  the  coaft  of  Ireland  ;  and  in  ooe  of  the  expe* 
ditioas  which  he  imdertook  s^gainft  the  Weftem  Iflands,  he  iiibdued  them, 
and  rendered  diem  tributary  to  his  power*  Befides  all  th^fe,  he  held  tinder 
bis  domimc^  Caithneis  and  Sutberiand^  ootwidiftan()ing  the  threats  of  the 
Prince  who  then  filled  the  ScotiOi  throne ;  and,  in  conten]^  of  that  Mo^ 
narch,  extending  his  views  ftill  farther  fouth,  he  often  made  liis  power  felt 
ia  Ro&ibhre,  Mimrayihire,  aiid  even  io  Argyieflurew 

Thus  widdy  extended  were  the  territories  mi  power  of  lim  Earl,  whea 
an  event  took  place  in  the  centre  of  Im  eeurldom,  of  ;focb  an  hi^piortam  iia«- 
tfure)  as  to  merit  particular  coaliderad(Hi*  Hiis  v^  ekher  the  fidft  introduce 
tton,  or  at  le^  the  &aal  eftabUAwent,  oi  tbe  Qmftian  rdigibn. 

Religion,  wlnpcb,  h^  an  extenfive  and  ab(im^  poiiit  c^  view,  implks  H» 
kiiowle(%e  and  adoration  of  mvkible  powecs,  (omi»  a  kadifig  article  ia  tbr 
Ufiory  c^  a  people,  in  ib  £ur  s^  it  has  a  tendency  to  influence,  not  only  tbdf 
fixture,  but  their  prefent  ftate.  This  it  doea,  by  moulding  their  feotiments, 
and  dirediqg  cbc&r  paifions,  fo  as  to  form  tbeir  charaAer,  which  is  derived^, 
in  a  great  meafure,  from  the  opinions  which  they  entertain  refpeAing  the 
obje^  of  tbeir  woribip ;  and  is  either  piild,  humble  and  merciful,  or  bold, 
ftem  and  unrelenting,  as  they  believe  the  former  or  die  latter  of  the^  ^m>^ 
Udes  to  be  the  principal  aEttnbutes  of  their  Gk)ds. 

The  genius  of  that  fupeHtition  which  prevailed  among  the  firil  inhabit 
tants,  bears  evident  marks  of.  bekn^ng  to  the  latter  clafs.  The  grand  ob*- 
jtCt  of  tbeir  worfhip,  lUce  the  Mars  of  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans,  de*- 
lighted  in  the  field  of  battle.  Here  was  the  temple  dedicated  to  his  wor^ 
ihip ;  tbe  din  of  arms  was  efteemed  the  mufic  moft  delightful  to  his 
ears  j  Ida  eyes  were  feafted  veitb  human  Uood ;  thoie  that  fell  were  fo 
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many  vidlms  on  his  altars  ;  and  the  paradife  that  he  had  prepared  for  them, 
contained  pleafures  m  every  refped:  Amilar  td  his  own.' 

Hence  thefo  worftiippers  of  Omn  were  taught,  from  their  eariieft  youth, 
to  conlider  military'fkill  as  the  perfedHon*  of  human  knowledge,  and  the 
^warlike  virtues  alone,  as  deferving  cultivation,  fince  they  conftituted  the  only 
Teal  and  fubftanrial  excellence  of  man.  Their  future  lives  teftified  plainly 
the  influence  of  fuch  inftruftion;  for  their  conftant  pracSkice  was,  not  todefpife, 
tut  even  to  court  dangers,  in  which  their  prowefe  or  their  fortitude  might 
i>e  advantageoufly  difplayed.  Generofity  feldom  failed  to  adorn  their  cha- 
Tadler  as  a  concomitant  virtue ;  the  love  of  fame  was  their  ruling  paflion; 
and  their  utter  contempt  of  death  would  have  been  incredible,  had  we  not 
known,  that  when  it  came  from  the  hand  of  an  enemy,  it  was  ^  deemed  a 
paflport  into  the  ilifsfal  abode. 

To  men  like  thefe,  the  prominent  features  of  whofe  charafter  were  formed 
hj  the  influence  of  fuch  a  wild  and  daring  fuperftition,  Chriftianity  could  be 
•no  very  acceptable  gueft.  The  exadl  time  when  that  divine  light  firft  flioni  on 
this  people,  cannot  now  be  perjFe<ftly  afcertained.  'As  foon  as  the  inhabitants 
of  the  neareft  fouthern  county  were  converted,  they  would,  from  the  intep- 
courfe  that  muft  have  fubfifted  between  them,  naturally  diflfufe  the  princi- 
ples of  the  new  fyftem  over  the  oppofite  Ihores  ;  but  its  jprogrefs  muft  have 
t>een  flow,  as  the  meek  and  humble  temper  of  Chriftianity,  and  the  benevo- 
lent and  merciful  fpirit  which  it  breathes,  were  almoft  in  diredt  oppofition 
to  that  proud  and.  fanguiriary  fuperftition  which  already  had  fuch  a  firm 
•hdd:  on  their  hearts. 

The  teachers,  whofe  zeal  brought  them  from  the'fouth  to  propagate  the 
«ew  opinions,  would  not,  it  is  probable,  at  firfl,  be  very  well  received,  as 
their  do£hines  oppofed  rooted  fwejudices,  and  their  manners  were  by  no 
flieans  fuch.  as  to  enfure  reverence,  among  a  people  of  fuch  a  difpofition.  *  An 
ignorant  zeai,  perhaps,  was  the  only  quality  which  they  had  to  recommend 
them,  together  with  fbme  degree  of  fanditjr  of  manners  ;  and  thefe  quali- 
ties miifl  have  loft  almoft  all  their  influence,  as  they  were  accompanied  wkh 
neither  tafte  nor  genius,  liberality*  of  fentiment,  nor  a  competent  degree  of 
erudition.  Together  with  zeal  and  fanftity,  which  ought  not  to  be  wanting,- 
^nlax^gement  of  mind,  intelle<aual  acutenefs  and  vigour,  aflTociated  with  pru- 
dence 
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46nce  arid  perfeTerance,  are  effential  requifites  in  thofe  who  would  fiiccefe* 
fulljr  guide  the  paffions,  and  dired:  the  (pinions  of  men. 

Some  time  before  the  end  of  the  fixth  century,  when  St  Columba  was  570 
on  his  mHIion  to  tibe  Pi<fHfh  King,  he  (aw  a  Prince  of  Orkney,  whofe  pro- 
ledtion  and  fupport  he  implored  in  behalf  of  fome  monks  of  his  order,  who* 
were  then  on  their  way  to  preach  the  gofpel  in  his  iflands.  \a)  The  requeft,* 
it  is  probaMe,  was  granted ;  and  the  monks,  confequentbjr,.  oune  and  ex- 
erted themfelves  in  the  inftrudtion  of*  the  people,  which  they  would  perhaps' 
do  with  more  efied,  as  they  a£led  under  the  aufjucious  influence  .of  fo- 
Tereign  authority. 

A  whole  century,  indeed,  before,  St  Scnranus  is  (aid  to  have  been  cora* 
mifiioned  %>  difllife  among  them  the  light  of  truth,  and  St  Golm  afters- 
wards  to  have  laboured  for  the  fame  pious  and  benevdent  purpofe ;  but,  if 
either  of  thefe  faints  was  ever  here  with  fuch  -Hews,  (which  is  at  leaft 
doubtful),  we  have  reafon  to  believe  his  exertions  were  not  extenftvely  fuc* 
cefsfiiL  ♦    - 

Chriftianity,  fome  years  before  diis  period,  had  become  the  religion  of 
Norway,  by  means  of  Olaus  Frigueflbn,  who  then  filled  the  throne.  Tins 
celebrated  Prince,  being  in  his  youth  converted  in  England,  (3)  feems  to  have 
bellowed  on  it  fuch  attention,  as  enabled  him  to  perceive  its  excellence ; 
and  he  fo<xi  became  in^ired  with  all  the  zeal  of  a  new  convert,  to  i|iread 
its  principles  through  diflant  lands.  For  this  end  he  prepared  five  or .  fix 
Ihips,  on  board  of  which  he  invited  fuch  wife  and  learned  men  as  he  deem- 
ed beft  qualified  to  difiufe  the  knowledge  of  his  £ivourite  fyflem  ;  and  failed 
dire£tly  for  Ireland,  with  which  his  country  had  then  an  intimate  connexion. 
His  tranfa^tions  there  are  foreign  to  our  purpofe  j  but,  on  his  return,  he 
brought  his  fquadron  to  anchor  in  one  of  the  harix>urs  of  South  Ronaldiky, 
where  the  Earl  then  was,  in  readinefs  for  fom6  expedition.  Sigurd  was  of 
an  open  and  unfufpidous  temper,  which  arofe  from  confidence  in  the  fbrength 
of  his  arms,  and  in  the  magnitude  of  his  fame.  He  beheld,  therefore,  the 
approach  of  the  Norwe^anfleet  without  apprehenfion ;  nor. did  he  hefitate 
to  go  on  board  as  foon  as  he  received  the  Kiog's  invitation^  as  he  dreaded 
no  harm,  and  fuppofed,  perhaps,  that  a  confei^nce  only  was  wanted^  x^e- 

fpe^lii]^ 

^a)  Adamnan,  vit.  St  Columbae.  (^)  Mallet's  Hiftory  of  Denmark. 
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ip'eding  fome  mtii(«ry  entaprife,  b  which  the  iatereft  ^  both  of  thett^ 
might  be  equally  coiKcraeA  The  King's  conduct,  however^  fooa  con- 
vinced him  of  his  miftake  ;  for  fearcdy  had  they  met  togeflier,  when  Olaus, 
aliuming  an  air  of  atikbus  dignity,  opemed  his  defign  in  the  folk^idng  terms : 
^  It  cannot  haVe  *efcaped:  yon,  duit,  as  Iwir  to  Hatold  Har&ger,  I  have  aa 
^  undoubted  rig^t  to  die  foreretgnty  of  thei^  iflands,  over  which  yoo  pee- 
^  fide ;  and  you  muft,  moreover,  be  fenfiUe,  diat  bodi  you  yourfetf,  and  your 
^  fottUEoe,  are  now  hi  my  power :  but  I  am  ib  far  firom  wifhingto  avi^  my-* 
^  feUf  of  theie  drcumibnces  to  youjt  detiiment,  that  I  am  hKUned  to  pnn 
^  mote  your  heft  intereft,  and  to  unite  you  and  myfelf  together  in  ftitt  firm- 

*  «r  bonds.     ^For  dlis  end^  my  propofal  is,  that  you,  and  all  your  people, 

*  &aU  inftaiMly  adopt  the  Oiriftian  religion^  reoeive  the  holy  rhe  jf  baptifm, 
^  and  acknowltc^e  sie  mytibr  Ikfge  lord ;  and,  on  cotMittton  that  you  com- 
^  pty  with  tlds  propofal,  you  ihall  fecune  my  friendship  ever  afterwards  ; 

*  Md,  'WhM  itt  of  £ir  HMre  con&qiience,  the  efYerieAbg  frkiKlfilip  of  the 

*  Sovereign  of  Heaven.  But  if  you  and  your  people  refufe  compliance^ 
^  I  am  deMrDffifted  tadefokt^  your  oountry,  and  inflid  oq  aH  of  you  the 
^'punifhfitieift  bf  dtotli  $  and  you  will  haive  juA  caufe  to  eacpcGt^  h^-eafter^ 
^'^  pilAithmelit  infinhdy  more  dreadfid,  from  tl^  hand  of  an  ofieodid 

The  Sad,  though  confounded  at  this  XJtoBxpt&ed  overture,  and  ffilLmdre 
at  the  mentees  wiA  width  tt  waa  attended  in  cafe  of  refu&I,  yet  xetiuned 
his  recofledi(m,  stnd  made  this  firm  and  i^fntited  reply :  ^  I  cannot,  O  King^ 
^  fuSer  my^  to  i^enounce  that  religion  whidi  has  been  ian€Koned  by  cuf*- 
^  torn,  and  i^hidi  I  neceived  from  my  anceftocs,  as  I  oonfider  myfelf  as  no 

*  wifer  than  they ;  s^  no  r^ons  hate  m  yet  been  offered  to  convince  me, 
^  that  the  reli^on  whidi  ycM  dius  ^ecoauneod  foir  my  adc^on,  is  in  any 

*  te{pe&,  better  tham  my  own.  * 

The  King  had  n^eitbei;  time  nc^  indinadon  to  prodooe  any  odier  aigu- 
iftents  Aan  thofe  he  had  ufed,  on  timilar  occafkms,  in  hs  own  country ;  the 
arguments  of  intolerant  zeal  and  dd|K)dc  power.  He  dierefore  drew  his 
fwond  ;  and,  laying  hold  of  die  Eari's  fern,  Hundius,  whom  his  fiither  had 
tarried  on  boaid  "with  him,  declared,  in  die  moft  determined  manner,  that" 
he  would  mftantly  plunge  it  into  the  youth's  bofom,  if  his  father  hefitated 
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mf  lanjw ;  and  at  the  feme  time  «kied,  dwt  Us  firte  fliQuW  only  be  the 
jforerunndt  of  what  aB  thofe  ftiouki  fiifier,  who  refofed  to  tdept  the  prioci- 
pie3  ^  thk  reUgion,  which  ho  himfelf  profdTed*  Convino^  ^li%t  ^  ^bfo- 
luffe  refufal,  or  even  any  longer  befitatioix  cwr  d«Igy>  wOUld  have  befin  the 
certain  means  erf  involving  himfel^  bb  &nuly  and  c(mn6%  in  ^oe  epmmoa 
ruin,  Sigurd  yielded  to  the  impQH,fiu$  didat^  of  Okus^  whom  he  now  &«- 
Icnowledged  as  his  Sovaxign ;  iiublidy  prcrfs^  bi^  Chf^i^in  i^itji^  93d  Il»- 
-ceived  bif«t6n ;  and  tba  peoj^  foUewod  ^e  Q:?^tiopl§  ^f  fh^*  £^  wHJi 
ooe  accord  The  King,  exultiiig  in  th^  fucc^fs  Qf  hi»  pi9i»  en^qp^iiw, 
now  returned  home,  carry iog  Hundiufi  along  with  hxm  aa  a«t  boftage ;  md^ 
on  his  dq[>arture,  left  fome  learned  tnen  to  ittftfu<^  ^e  ii)hfibltga»tfi  mttke  qa- 
tore  of  that  t^eitgion  which  be  Jadihiia  pboted  with  the  poii^t  of  the  fwotd* 
Hundtus  foon  afterwank  cfied,  while  be  waa  y«t  an  hoftage.;  aad  th^  JEm), 
cooTidering  ilm  .event  as  fU&lTing  fintb:ely  hk  cooneximi  vrUb  that  mo* 
narch,  contraded  an  alliance  in  another  quarter,  by  marrying,  aa  Jbis  &- 
cQod  wife,  a  daughter  df  Malcdm,  iUng  of  Sootlaod. 

It  was  neitfaer  &e  lotncor  Ibe  difpoiitioci  cf  thia  earl  |o  be  long  in  a  fiate 
of  im^vity,  or  to  indulge  luqifelf  in  wpok.  A  few  yeiars  only  bad  ebqiied 
a&er  this  new  cannfinon^  bidbre  m-  ywc  broke  .out,  anfiog  firom  fbme  do- 
md^  caufes  among  fome  of  the  fietty  princes  of  Irdand ;  and  Sigurd  wae 
too  well  known,  too  much  adeemed,  and  jiad,  at  thet  time,  too  gceat  influ- 
leace  in  tike  nordi,  to  be  ftt&red.toiremaui  an  unconcerned  fpedatjor  of  dieir 
contefts.  Allured  by  greajt  pnnnifefi,  and  &\iQ;»d  vnAi  the  hopes  of  ftill 
fartlier  angmeotiog  bis  faatae,  -heeoteted  into  an  alliaoce  stgainft  Bri^^  king 
of  Dublin,  and  vvitiiaot  debiy.pDqpared  to^oUMurk  &r  that  ooimtry.  BefoK 
hk  departure,  he  Jiad  1^  pntdfitice  to  ^raage  wd  fettle  the  affiurs  of  lii^ 
£umly,  by  committifig  the  ditxg^  <rf  the  eaiidom  to  Sumarlid,  Einar,  and 
Brufiw,  the  Com  of  hid  firfl:  jnaniage ;  the  young  Thot&i,  his  only  fon  by 
^be  Scotiih.piincefs,  being  put  under  the  guardbmfhy  of  hk  royal  gi:and- 
father.  The  fatal  event  of  this  expedition  (howed  but  too  plainly  the  ynf- 
dom  of  tnefe  pncautiOM }  "for  toc  ^  uuforlunate  eari,  aMer  he  bad  difplayed 
his  wonted  bravery  in  the  fupport  of  his  ally,  fell  in  the  famous  battle  of 
Qlontarf^  tp  tke  ynfpeakable  lofs  of  his  friends,  and  much  l^inentgd  by  ..bis  1014. 
xowntrynwo. 
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He  was  a  man  of  too  much  £ime,  and  too  iplendid  talents,  not  to  have 
his  death,  in  the  fond  credulity  of  that  age,  attended  with  procfigies.  Of 
thefe  there  were  fevferal  that  happened  in  places  vndelj  diftant ;  two  of 
which  we  fhall  feleft,  as  defcriptive  of  the  times. 

A  man  of  fome  note,  of  the  nanie  of  Harcus,  had  been  anxious  to  be 
employed  in  that  enterprife  ;  but  the  earl  declined  accepting  his  fervices  on 
tiiat  occafion,  telling  him  he*  wifhed  rather  he  would  remain  at  home ;  and 
tfiat  he  fhould  be  the  very  firft  man  to  whom  he  would  commtmicafe  the 
event  of  the  expedition.  Much  about  the  time  of  the  battle^  this  man;  with 
feveral  others,  iaw  pbdidy,  as  he  unagined,  the  earh  at  no^  gres^  diffamce 
riding  towards  him,  at  the  head  of  a  troop  of  horfe ;  upon  which  Harcus 
mounted  his  own  horfe  on  purpofe  to  meet  him :  they  w^e  feen  to  ap^ 
proach  each  other,  to  meet,  to  embrace,  and,  afterwards  riding  up  to  a  rifmg 
ground,  they  disappeared ;  and  jio  veftige  of  either  of  them  was  ever  feen 
afterwards. 

That  in  Caithnefs  was  ftill  more  remarkable.  About  the  fame  dme,  a 
native  there,  of  the  name  of  Darradus,  imagined  that  he  fitw  what  be  con- 
*ceivckl  to  be  a  number  of  men  riding  up  to,  and  entering  a  hill  near  his 
dwelling ;  and  that  he  might  be  in  no  nuftake,  he  went  to  the  |^e,  and 
perceiving  a  chink  in  the  fide  of  the  hiU,  he  looked  through  it,  and  fkw 
twelve  wcxnen  weaving  a  web  in  a  very  fbange  loom,  and  of  as  ffarange 
materials ;  and  as  they  wrought,  they  fimg,  in  the  Danifh  knguage,  a 
dreadful  fong — ^  How  haplefs  had  been  the  fate  of  the  Earl  of  Orkney.  *  {a) 

The  Earl's  fiite  was  no  foon^  known,  than  his  three  ekleft  fons  divided 
equally  among  them  the  iflands  of  Orkney  and  Shetland,  leaving  to  their 
younger  brother  Thorfin,  who,  on  account  of  his  youth,  had  been  put  xm- 
der  guardians,  the  provinces  of  Caithnefs  and  Sutheriand,  which  were  con- 
firmed to  him  by  his  grandfather  the  King  of  Scodand,  who  conferred  on 
him,  at  die  ^tme  time,  the  dtle  and  dignity  of  an  Earl     Even  at  a  very 

early 


{a)  This  fong  in  the  original  was  pubiiflied  by  Bartholin,.  Ant.  Dan.  |  tranflated  iotp 
Latin  by  Torfaeus  i  and  has,  in  our  own  times,  been  rendered  famous,  by  its  tranflation  in 
Mr  Gray's  fublime  Ode  of  ih^  Fatal  Sifters.  The  women  that  fung  the  fong  were' the 
Valkers,  in  northern  mythologyi  whom  Odin  employed  to  choofe  in  battle  thofe  that  were  to  be 
il^n,  to  condu^l  them  to  his  haU,  and  to  fumifh  them  with  every  luxury. — Vid.  Jpp,  No.  X. 
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early  peribd  of.  hia  li|b,  Thorfin  <Ufcovered  but  too  plainly  the  fymptoms  of 
a  covetous  fpirit :  his  gaiius,  as  he  advanced  in  years,  was  bold  and  exten- 
five  J  and  he  was  hx  more  addicted  to  war,  than  inclined  to  cultivate  thofe 
arts  of  peace  that  promote  the  happinefs  of  a  country. 

The  ch^tfM^ers  of  the  three  elder  brothers  were  different  from  his,  and 
alfo  from  bne  atiother.  Einar  was  conftantly  afpiring  after  vaft  objects  :  he 
had  a  fevere  and  ftem  countenance,  and  a  harih  and  difcordant  manner  of 
'  Ipeech ;  his  temper  was  unrelenting ;  and  he  had  a  propenfity  to  warlike 
enterprife^  that  was  inconliftent  with  the  rights  of  -humanity.  In  almoft  all 
thefe  refpe^  the  charafter  of  Brutius  was  different ;  for  he  was  mild  and 
gentle,  contented  and  modeft ;  a  lover  of  peace  and  equity  ;  and,  in  moft  of 
thefe,  and  in  fome  oth^  of  his  qualities,  he  bore  a  very  ftrong  refemblance 
tp  his  elder  brother. 

^jumarhd  was  that  hrolher  who^  during  the  fhort  time  he  lived,  diico-  10  !>«'>* 
vered  fome  very  amiable  quaUdes^  Like  his  brother,  his  temper  was  meek ; 
he  loved  pi^ace  and  r^ement ;.  his  fpeech  was  fluent,  and  his  manners  po- 
Ufhed  to  s^  degree  uneommon  in  that  age  of  ferocity.  But  thefe  qualities, 
plea£int  m  th^  were,  and  profitable  as  they  might  have  been  to  his  people 
in  other  circumftances,  did  not  qualify  him  to  a£t  his  part  writh  advantage, 
^mo<^  ambitious,  rude^  and  turbulent  neighbours. .  He  knew  well  the  a- 
ipiring  genius,  and  the  reftle&  and  hau^ty  fpirit  of  one  of  his  brothers: 
he  was  no  {Iranger  to  the  extenfive  talents,,  the  grafping  avarice,  and  the 
powerful  connexions  of  the:  other  :  and  from  thefe  caufes  he  faw  a  ftorm 
gathering,  that  muft,  wi&out  quefHon,  deftroy  his  tranquillity*  His  con- 
ftitution  feems*  to  have  been  always  feeble ;  and  perhaps  this  view  of  the 
tiroubles  ia.  which  he  was  foon  likely  to  be  involved,  might  have  operated  in 
creating,  or  at  leafi  in  accelerating, that  diflemper  which  £bon  put  an  end  to. 
his  d^ys^  As  he  diedt  without  iffue,  that  part. of  the  iilands  which  belonged 
to  him^  in  confcquence  of  the  agreement,  entered  into  at,  his  father's  death, , 
fi)on  became  the  objed:  of  conteft  to  the  furviving  brothers^ 

Einar,   by  the  rules   of  fucceflion  that   are  now   generally  eftablifh^ 
ed,  had  an  undoubted  right  to  the  eftate  of  his  elder  brother*     Thorfin, . 
however,   indulging  his  natural  difpofition,   laid  claim   to  it  as  his  pro— 
][$srty,  and.  iafifled  on  his  right ;  while  his.  elder  brother  Brufius,  whoie 

R  right^ 
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light  was  prrferaUe,  rdinquHbed  an^  tkom  lie  mght  Imv9^  in  oAx  tt>  pre* 
ferve  peaxre.  Emar,  who  was  6f  no  fudbi  ^uae,  pac^  d]^[X36tkm,  suao- 
tained  his  tight  wrdi  refoiutton  ;  and  at  laft  (At/td  ^  landg»  ^ii^iich  he  kept 
by  force  of  arms  ;  and  by  this  acceffion  of  fwpettfy  added  mmdk  both  t^ 
his  wealth  and  his  powen  He  had  now  two  ^tmd^  of  what  night  be  reck- 
.  oned  the  earfs  property,  in  both  die  OAsnfcy  and  Sfaotkiod  Ifles  ;  tmd  tlie 
Tevemie  that  he  drew  from  it  was  very  conf^erable,  dioa^  4il(ogeiiher  in- 
adequate to  fatisfy  his  defircs.  His  conftant  praflioey  therefore,  was  to  op- 
prefs  the  people,  by  new  and  unreafonfikle  exa<%0!is ;  a&d  by  <:arrying  off 
irom  their  peaceful  labours,  the  choiceft  of  A^if  young  men,  to  employ 
them  in  his  wild,  Ul-concerted  piratical  expeditions. 

The  inhabitants,  as  they  had  juft  reafoA,  mumrarad  feft  in  iecr^,  for 
the  lofs  of  their  fons  and  thdr  fubftance ;  they  afterwards  xxKnplwied  bit- 
terly, ffiid  aloud,  of  their  ^rud  treatment^  cmd  'endearowed,  by  vmoua 
imeans,  to  excite  his  julBce,  or  his  mercy,  to  take  into  -cooififlereftion  ihar 
.Condition,  and  grant  them  teBrrfs.  But  «heif  aittempts  were  ^am,  ttii  iirft  a 
•^dearth  and  fcarcity,  and  then  -eren  a  famine,  haf^ned  m  hSa  lands  j  while 
'the  territory  oFTiis  brother  Brufim^ijoyed  the  iieftimatte  blolSingg  df  pimty 
arid  peace.  , 

At '  Lc^endifnefs,  in  die  pariih  df  iSandwick,  there  was  at  diat&me  a 
man  whofe  name  was  Amundius,  idiflinguiftied  much  for  hi*  wraith,  and  no 
iefs  for  his  wiiHom  and  his  power.  He  had  afon  named  Thorkei,  who  w» 
jhe  exad  image  of  iris  farther  in  aH  the  Tiitues  of  his  mind.  To  ^^undius, 
who  had  hitherto  fome  fhare  of  the  eari*s  confidencoj  the  peqple  iloolied  Hp 
In  this  extremity,  eameftly  foliciting  his  interpdrmon  in  their  behalf,  in  or- 
der to  free  Aem  from  thofe  calamities  which  they  were  no  longer  able  to 
1)ear.  Liftemng  to  their  folicitations  with  attention,  he  would  tiave  ^b^y 
gratified  his  pHopenfity  to  compaffion,  by  irrtetpofing  t©  procure  them  rdief ; 
1)ut,  from  a  knowledge  of  iiie  man  whoiii  he  -had  to  deal  with,  be  declined 
^ny  interference  between  Aem  and  their  fuperior,  as  what  woidd  certMnly 
/Iraw  down  on  him  the  eaii's  vengeance,  without  procuring  them  any  miti- 
gation of  their  diflrefs.  ^ 

■Diiapp6inted  in  their  hopes  from  that  quarter,  the^  next  applied  to  h» 
fun  Thoikd,  who  at  firft  faw  many  difficufees  j  aU  of  A^rftech^ite  fendeavou*- 
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td  afterwards  to  ftmnoiinc ;  afluft^  c4)0iifiQg.  thdtf  ta«iib  wkh  the  bdc^^  of 
youth,  and  the  generofity  of  a  Boble  charafter,  he  reprefented  tkeir  miferies^ 
m  fiftch  ffarong  aad  growing  colours,  a$  feeoMd  fern  a  l^ftle  to  touch  the  ty^ 
nnt's  heart ;  ami  drew  frocn  hm  cooceffiona  that  prointfcd^  if  no(  the  re- 
moval, aft  leaft  an  atteriatioa  of  ^mt  caiaamTw  But  whw  opprefliom  w^e 
£eneF«ie4  wilb  fttSk  feverity^  and!  tike  r^monftcatnce^  (^  this  zealous  adf  oeater 
were  propoctiooaUy  warm,  it  was  indufbncmfly  runpLOiffed  ^road^  in  no  am-^ 
bigocHS  terms,  that,  if  he  perfifted.  longer  in  hia  iniportunate  ibliciitatkms,. 
he  mi^  expedl  to  pay  fix  his  ajodadty  with  the  forfeiture  of  his  hkf 
KjMwing  the  earl  to  be  inexorabte,  and  Ida  refentment  to  be  vnthout  hounds, 
Tfaoricd  fiftened  to  tibe  advice  c^  hia  £i^er,  to  arraid  tlia  impending  (loim^. 
hj  leainng  his  own.  couaCry,.  and  going  o^rar  to  Q&ttmefik  Thore  he  conti* 
nottl  Sot  a  loqg  time ;  »mi^  fay  hia  taknia  and  hia  Tkrtuea^  recommended- 
Idmleif  fi>  effiidna&y^  aa  ta  be  eokraftei  widi  die  educadkn  of  die  young 
end;  and,  fiom^dw  ciroMaAaocfi>  obtained  th#  fiimanie  of  Fo§er,  which 
lie  evet  s&erwards  Tttuned* 

As  £boii  a»  Thoifia  hie  pupil  becimr  of  age,  he  dd^^ 
1^  bnodier  lin0v  ^o  demand  firon  him  hia^  third  part  of  the  iflands ;  and 
wfaea  he  rofided  to  comj^  mtb  that  lequifidon,  he  came  cnrer  lumfiff,  tmr 
niihed  widi  fuch  a  force  as  waa^necei&rf  to  fupport  his  claim* 

£inar,  cm  the  eAast  hmAy  made  rigoroua  preparaoooa  fioo[^>afe  him,> 
and  pccftrve  what  he  redboned  lua  own  rights ;  and,  had  it  not  been  fer  die 
pacific  ipiiit  of  Bkrufiua,  who  feafooabty  interpofed  a&  a  mediator  between 
die  two  farathem,  they  woidd  have,  m  a  fhort  dme,  come  to  extremidea, 
and*inrrohreddkem£dvea  and  their  country  in  nuou    Thia  con&quence  of 
dieir  £^pitte,  that  good  man  foreiaw  and  dreaded ;.  and  &ia  regard  for  peace 
and  the  interefli  of  the  people,  uaduced  hdm  to  exert  hk  utmoft  effivta  to ' 
Irttle  their  reipedive  cbims ;  which  he  had  the  good  fortune  at  length  to ' 
db,  oa  diefe  terms  >— That  Thorfin  fiiould  have  a  third  part  of.  Orkney  and  ^ 
SBicdand,  in  addi^im  to  die  pro^dneea  of  Caithne&  and  Sutherland,  which 
lie  already  pofl^Sed :  that  Einar  and  Brufius  fhouid  havetwo  thirds  of  the  - 
iflanda^  wh^  they  vrere  to  join  tqgedicr  aa  one  eftate,  to  be  put  under  die 
managememtvof  Emar^  vrim  became  bound  for  its  de&nce :  and,  laidy,  that,  > 
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t>f  thefe  two  laft,  the  fumving  tirother  (hould,  without  moleftadon,  enjoy 

the  eftates  of  both. 

This  tranfa£tion  was  no  fboner  fkiUhed,  than  Thorfia  put  his  fliare  oi 
the  iflands  under  the  direction  of  commiflioners,  and  returned  to  Caithnds, 
where  he  refided  for  the  moft  part,  as  he  had  done  before.     As  foon  as  his 

Jfents  became  due,  he  commiffioned  Thorkel  Fofter  to  colled:  ttem  ;  whofe 
Kfe,  white  he  was  in  the  executionof  this  piece  of  duty,  was  again  threat- 
ened by  Einar,  under  the  pretence  of  his  having  advifed  his  pupil  to  claim  a 
part  ofiiis-eftate,  to  which,  he  contended,  he  could  have  no  juft  pfetenfion. 
Thorkel,  being  apprifed  of  his  defign,  finiflied  his  bufinefs  as  quickly  as 
poflible ;  when  he  returned  home  ;  informed  Thorfin  of  the  imminent  rilt 
he  had  run ;  and  added,  that  rather  than  be  in  conftant  dread  of  a  tyrant's 
refentment,  it  was  better  to  live  an  exile  in  a  foreign  country.  The  Earl 
concurred  with  him  in  'opinion,  as  to  this  point ;  and  recommended  Norway 
as  a  place  Sot  this  puxpofe,  equally  convenient  and  honourable.  Thkher^ 
in  compliance  with  his  advice,  Thorkel  went  immediatdy ;  and,  as  he  vras 
deficient  neither  in  talents  nor  addrefs,  he  foon  infinuated  Mmfelf  fo  much 
into  the  &vour  of  Olave,  the  reigning  monarch,  that  he  bolii  admitted  him 
loctolfci^  H:ouncils,  and  ^trufled  him  with  aflidrs  of  the  utmoft  import-^ 
ance.  '  •  *   \ 

During  his  rcfidence  at  that  Court,  he  frequently  took  occafiqn  to  men- 
tion Earl  Thorfin,  and  to  extol  his  capacity  and  his  virtues;  and  fuch 
influence  had  this  on  the  king,  that,  as  foon  as  the  fpring  feafon  arrived,  he 
invited  him  over  into  his  kingdom.  The  Earl,  fenfible  of  the  honour  that 
was  done  him,  and  thinking  that  he  might  at  fome  fiiture  period  tiuti  i^  to 
account,  accepted  the  invitation,  was  gracioufly  received,  nobly  entertsdhed, 
and  much  xefpeded  in  the  paiace ;  and  when  the  time  had  come  for  his 
departure,  he  was  prefented  with  a  ftately  galley  to  carry  him  back  to  his 
own  country.  Thorkel  Fofter,  his  fiiend  and  former  tutor,  determined  to 
accompany  him,  and  received,  in  a  prefent,  Thorfin's  galley  for  that  purpofk 
And  they  were  now  anticipating  the  pleafure  which  they  expedted  fooa  to 
«njoy  with  their  firiends,  when  their  hopes  were  neariy  blaft^  by  the 
infidious  conduft  of  Einar,  who  had  colleded  troops,  and  fiood  ready  lo 
cippofe  their  landing,  or  interrupt  their  return,     in  this  emergency,  die 
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benevolent  and  pacific  Bniiius  again  interpofed ;  and  when  matters  were 
likely  to  come  to  an  extremity,  had  the  good  fortune  to  effed  a  reconcilia- 
tion. The  means  made  ufe  of  for  this  purpofe,  appear  to  have  been  at  the 
lame  time  fo  judicious  and  fo.  feafonable,  that  the  Earl  pretended  to  have 
forgotten  his  refentment  agamft  Thorkel ;  while  Thorkel  had,  in  reality, 
forgiven  him ;  and  both  were,  by  •  the  fame  mediation,  pi^evailed  with  to 
bury  thfeir  enmities,  and  feal  their  agreement,  by  mutually  giving  and  re- 
ceiving an  entertainment  Thorkel  began  with  alacrity ;  and, was  afterwards 
to  attend  the  Earl  home  ;  where  he  expeded  that  fuitable  preparations 
would  be  made  to  regale  him  in  return. 

The  feaft  given  by  Thorkel  was  at  his  houfe  in  Sandwick ;  in  which  there 
was  a  large  hall,  with  a  fireplace  in  the  middle,  and  two  doors  of^ofite  to 
each  other.  Here  a  magnificent ' entertaimnent  was  prepared;  all  were 
treated  widi  due  refpeA ;  and  notbiog  was  omitted  t&at  could  do  honour  to 
the  Earl ;  v^^o,  notwithftanding  the  general  joy,  remained  fad,  and,  by  the 
fixed  jfevoity  of  hk  countenance,  but  too  plainly  fhowed  that  he  was 
forming  fome  dark  plot,  in  his  malignant  heart  This  fuUen  humour,  to- 
gether with  what  was  known  to  be  his  ordinary  difpofition,  naturally  created 
fears ;  fo  that  vthGa  the  feaft  vtm  over,  and  they  were  about  to  repsk  to 
the  Earfs  palace,  Thorkel  prudently  framed  fome  excufe  for  delay,  till  he 
despatched  confidential  fervants  to  examine  the  road;  who  foon  returned 
with  intelligence,  that  in  three  feveral  places  they  found  armed  men  in 
ambulh,  evidendy  with  a  defign  to  take  away  their  mafter's  life.  Delay 
would  now  have  bera  hazardous.  His  determinadon  was,  <^  confe- 
quence,  foon  taken  ;  and,  in  order  to  preferve  his  own  life,  he  found 
faimfdf  under  the  neceffity  of  deftroying  his  enemy  and  the  tyrant  of  his 
c<»mtry. 

Brufius,  now  that  his  brother  Einar  v^as  removed,  churned  the  two 
thirds  of  the  iflands,  in  confequence  of  the  ftipuladons  formerly  entered 
into, — that  the  eftate  of  him  who  died  firft  ihould  belong  to  the  fiirviving 
brother.  To  this  claim  Thorfin  entered  objedHons,  on  the  ground,  that 
&ey  had  no  right  to  firame  a  c(»3tra&  that  m^ht  deprive  him  of  what  he 
reckoned  a  part  of  his  inheritance ;  and  therefi3re  demanded  one  half  of  the 
whole ;   which,  on  the  part  of  his  exponent,  was  refufed ;  and  as  ibme 
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dxcnmftaiices  occmred  to  fu^pend  the  cooDfieddoQ,  Bn^im  got  pofieflioQ  of 
hia  hte  brodief's  pioperty,  wfadch  be  retained  for  one  or  two  yean. 

To  decide  dua  conteft,  which  had  only  fiiflbred  feme  intemqptiaB^  a 
general  meting  of  their  mutual  fiienda  waa  convaaed ;.  who-  exerted  their 
Qtmoft  eiuteaTour  for  this  purpofe,  but  without  eflfed ;  fer,  while  the  oiie 
party  infifted  on  having  the  fiit^e^i  iis  <|MAion  as  fait  (hare.  o£  hia  £aMtherV 
property^  the  other  cootended,  dbtat,  in  virtue  of  die  coaitraCk^  k:  vraa  fab 
undoubted  right}  and  as  neither  difcovered  the  leaft  itylinatino.  te  mabe  any 
myace&OfSOy  the  meeting- bixdce  up,  widunit  bong  aUe  to  faring  to  an  ami*^ 
cable  iflue  the  matter  in  dilute.  The  difcmice  now  begin  to  vrear  a  mote 
ferious  a^pe&;,  and  would,  in  aQ  prabafaifity,  have  iboaccme  to  the  deci- 
fion  of  tine  fwerd,  had  dw  conten^ag  portsea  been  kx  fimilar  ^caflaftancei^ 
or  nearly  equal  m  rnaacp'  refjpedai' 

Tboifin^  befidea  be&g  a  man  of  great  capadty,  and  fcod  cf  bold  en» 
terpnieyi  had  an  exieefiw  propeity  ettefwfaere,  aa  woA  at  wie  tlnrd  of  dae 
iSanda}  andwaa^  noreomr,  on  every  piyffiiig  oocafiea,  cerbiiii  oi  hetng 
fif^pkjrted  by  hia  royad  grandfarWn  Ta  ai  dieic  advantages  Bnifiua  was 
hc^itaag^  i,  be  had  eonfidered  tbam  widi  atieiitkNV  and  aUofwed  tlttm  dasr 
dtie  weight ;  as&d^  radwr  than  run  the  nSk  oi  conung  to  an  cpei  rupture 
with  one  who  vras  &  much  hia  ftq^enor^  he  lottowed  die  bent  of  hia  kudS^ 
nadon  in  adopting  an  expediMt  diiat  promiied  him  fiioceik  He  left  fab 
own  country  for  a  Utde^  and  |epab«d  to  the  Court  of  Novway,  taking 
akmg  vrtdi  him  hia  ion  Ronald,  a  youth  ci  about  tea  yeaea^  of  age 
There  he  met  with,  a  reception  fuitable  to  hb  exalted  dignoty  and  anuaUc 
chara&tf* 

Aa  ibon  as  Thctf&i  became  acc^mnted  vndi  hb  depactnccy  he  readily 
perceived  the  caufe ;  and  being  apprehenfive  diat  hb  being  there  befion  him 
might  be  detrimental  «^  fab  inUBe^^  be  made  aU  the  hafte  he  pofl^dy  could 
to  arrive  hi  d&at  country.  Aa  fooa  aa^  he  had  fet  hb  foot  oo  fhore^  he  haftoK 
ed  to  die  capital^  and  was  introduced  into  die  Royal  prekaatt  in  due  fctnu 
Bodi  brothers  had  gone  to  diat  kii^dom  widi  a  view  to  fufamit  their  doifier-* 
encea  ta  the  £une  decifion*  After  ibme  bcfitatioa  and  deby^  diey  were 
fetded  in  dua  manner :  The  King^  who  vi^aa  the  fole  arbiter,  and  had  power 
fiiffident  to  enforce  hb  decree,  adjudged  two  thaxda  of  the  iflanda  to  Bnifiua^' 
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Mod  one  third  to  Thotfin ;  aind,  at  the  fame  tifne,  recommended  fo  warmly 
Thorfcel  FoAer,  who  had,  cm  feme  •occafion,  mcurred  the  dypteafore  of  the 
Earls,  that  ihey  tieoeived  hkri  again  kilo  favour ;  upon  which  he  returned 
imo  iib  own  coimtrj,  imd  fpent  the  ranainder  ^  his  days  with  £arl  Thotfin 
in  Caithnefs. 

Many  deflru^tiw  wars  foon  ^^^rwands  broke  out,  vAAch  comrtdfed  the 
vynoos  biandies  df  the  <earidom ;  amklfi;  vdMch  Brufius  heinceftirth  remained 
an  mdaSBteot'fy^etMXj  lumog  retrod  to  the  nordti  ifles,  ^whece  Hit  todolged 
his  pacific  difpofitioQ  in  quiet  Mkude ;  and  died  (whUe  Camite  the<0Mat  was 
King  of  Norway,  Denmatk,  and  England.  His  death  removed  all  oppofl* 
tibn  to  fats  bottber's  views;  Ho  tiiat  lie  now  got  entice  pofleiion  of  the 
iflands. 

'  Thmlin^  during  ^le  fife  of  Us  grandfather,  by  wh<mi  he  had  been 
oonfirmad  in  Ait  earidom,  enjoyed  it  in  comdfoit  and  peace.  But,  after  hb 
death,  hisiucoefibr  to  the  cramu  of  Sooliaiid  demanded  ifnm  him  tnbute ; 
and  on  his  refldal  to  pay  it,  die  king  cpesried  fa»  own  lifter's  ion  Moddan, 
fivlin  boa  ilead;  and,  to  fup(K)it  die  dignity  to  whidi  he  liad  tai&d  Inm, 
granted  him  tlie  counties  of  Gaithnaft  and  Sstherland.  In  <HKler  to  take  poC> 
ieffion  of  ins  new  ^jdignky,  and  ^  new  afttfte,  Moddan  in  a  ihoit  time 
iBsvched  to  die  nordi ;  and  ^bat  !he  mi^  ii^mK  3ms  otged:,  he  lemd  £)ldie]^ 
in  the  provinces  through  which  he  went ;  fo  that,  by  die  time  4«  reached 
-Cflodmefs,  he  had  coUeded  onder  fais-command  ho  mconfiderable  military  force. 
Tbodin,  enraged  at  die  tseatment  which  be  haiA  met  with,  was  neither 
Uind  to  his  motions,  nor  diktoty  in  taking  tliole  «neafures  that  were  neceG* 
Sary  for  his  own  defiance.  He  had  lately  coUedjed  in  daittmefe,  tn  die  ^ur 
<£tbe  XKcedmOj  what  men  he  could  ;  and  when  he  had  received  a  ibong  re^ 
iafcirement  ^ximOrkney,  tinder  the  oommand  of  his  confidentuS  friend  TlK^r*- 
kel,  hte  wasnot  onlyiua  oondkion  to  meet  the  enemy  ui  die  iield,  but  even  of 
force  fuffidefit  to  give  him  the  profped  df  iri^ory.  The  Soots  ieem  to  have 
heenienfide  of  this ;  for  ififtead  of  advancing,  as  4iey  intended,  to  (iie  ex- 
tremity of  the  north,  xm  learning  the  nature  of  the  refrilance  they  were  like- 
ly to  meet  withy  they  retveabsd  with  the  utmoft  ^f>eed  into  die  heart  of  the 
kangdom,  to  pcocsre  iucli  aid  as  might  enable  them  to  face  a  foe  whom  diey 
jMllvren  taught  to  dread.     The  earl,  purfuing  them  through  the  northerv 
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counties,  haftened  their  flight ;  and  having  taken  vengeance  en  fuch  of  the 
inhabitants  as  had  revolted,  or  joined  the  ftandard  of  the  enemy,  he  return- 
ed to  Caithnefs,  and,  refiding  at  Dungfbay,  he  kept  in  readinefe  a  fleet  of 
five  (hips  and  a  part  of  his  land  forces,  and  fent  the  remainda^  of  the  army 
over  into  Orkney. 

In  the  mean  time,  Moddan,  on  his  return  to  the  fouth,  reprefented,  in 
fuch  ftrong  terms,  the  depredations  that  had  been  committed  by  the  enemy 
in  fome  of  the  provinces,  that  he  was,  with  all  e^edition,  fumifhed  with 
a  formidable  army,  whidh  he  was  commanded  to  march  to  the  north  by 
land  ;  while  a  fleet  of  eleven  fidl,  under  the  command  of  Karl,  was  inflruft- 
ed  to  cruize  aleng  the  coaft,  to  be  ready  to  coop^ate  with  them ;  and  the 
commanders  of  both  had  agreed  to  endeavour  to  fuiprife  Thorfin,  and  to 
encompafs  him  in  fuch:  a  manner  as  to  render  Ins  efcape  almoft  impracti- 
cable. But  however  well  concerted  their  f^ans  were,  or  fecretly  conduded^ 
they  did  not  elude  the  jpenetradon  and  iHlgiknce  of  their  fagacious  enemy* 
No  fooner  did  he  receive  certain  intelligence  of  the  ftrength  of  the  arma- 
ment that  W2UB  preparing  to  attack  him,  than  he  determined,  in  his  pi^efent 
circumftances,  not  to  liik  an  engagement,  but  embaiked  his  troops,  and 
croflfed'  the  frith  towards  Orkney,  where  he  had  no  doubt  of  ibon  procur-^ 
ing  both,  men  and  fhips^  which  would  enable  hkn  to  put  an  end  to  the  pre^ 
fimt  warfare. 

Karl  percdved  clearly  his  defign  ;  and  confiding  in  the  fuperior  number 
and  fize  of  his  (hips,  no  left  than  in  the  ftrength  of  his  land  forces,,  purfued 
them*  with  fudi  eiqpedition,  that  with  fome  difliculty  he  reached  die  MuU  oi, 
Deemefe,  where  he  landed  late  at  night,  and  defpatched  ardears  to  Thorket 
to  raife  as  many  men  as  he  could,  and  j<nn  him  with  the  utmoil  poflSUe  ex^ 
pedition.  Thorfin  fpent  that  night  in  painfiil  fu^)enfe  and  anxiety ;  ibr^ 
though  he  knew  that  the  enemy  were  in  purfint  of  him,  he  was  uncertain 
how  near  they  were,,  or  whether  Aey  were  before  ot  behind  hkm.  The 
morning  delivered  him  from  this  ftate  of  doubt ;  fi^r  Karl,,  who  had  loft 
fight  of  him  in  the  night,  difcovered  his  (hips  by  break  of  day,  came  upon 
hiiri  by  furprife^  and  prepared  to  attack  him  with  violence. 

Few  fituations  could  be  more  dangerous  than  that  in  whick  he  ncfw  vi^as 
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placed.  He  faw  plainly  the  fuperiorily  of  the  Scots  in  point  of  numbers^ 
and  he  could  entertain  no  reafonable  hope  of  quickly  procuring  from  the 
-iflands  fuch  a  reinforcement  as  might  extricate  lum  from  his  prefent  difficul- 
ty. When  he  had  weighed  thefe  circumftances,  he  was  in  doubt  whether 
^o  abandon  his  (hips  and  confult  the  fafety  of  his  men  by  flight,  or  inftantly 
to  engage,  whatever  might  be  the  confequence.  His  fenfe  of  honour,  ancJ 
hh  valour,  determined  him  to  engage :  he  made  a  concife  and  impreffive 
ipeecb,  in  which  he  exhorted  his  men  to  ftrike  the  firft  blow  with  fuch  fury, 
as  might  throw  the  enemy  into  irretrievable  diforder. 

His  orders  were  cheerfully  and  pun<3:ually  obeyed :  the  men  ply  their 
oars  ;  iafli  their  fhips  to  thofe  of  the  enemy  ;  fly  to  arms,  and  attack  them 
with  fuch  impetuous  ardour,  as  Arikes  them  with  aftonifhment  and  terror. 
Thorfin  had  direded  his  aim  principally  againfl:  the  fhip  of  the  admiral ;  oa 
board  of  which,  in  a  fhort  time,  tfcere  were  many  killed  and  wounded. 
As  foon  as  he  obferved  this,  he  foatched  the  flandaid  oS  his  own  .ihip,  with 
which  he  nrihed  on  board  that  e£  the  ^neray,  and  compelled  ^the  admiraf 
himfelf,  and  the  few  that  were  sdive,  to  leap  cm  board  the  nearefl:  veflfeL 
This  being  feen  by  the  reft  of  die  fleet,  the  whole  fled  in  the  utmoft  con- 
fiifion,  and  1^  him  thegtory  of  tbe  day,  and  a  vi<aory  eafily  gained. 

Thorfin,  elated  with  fuch  unexpefi:ed  fuccefs,  and  wifliing  to  gain  a  fliU  far- 
ther advantage,  purfued  them  with  the  utmoft  adtivity :  but  his  efibrts  in  this* 
je^pedt  were  unavailing  ;  fince  they  fled  with  fo  great  precipitation,  that  he 
could  not  entertain  hopes  of  being  able  fwrcelsfully.to  follow  them.  As  fooi^ 
as  he  fiDundlris  attempts  to  overtake  them  inefiedual,  he  returned  to  Ork- 
ney, where  he  met  Thorkel  Fofter,  at  the  head  of  a  choice  army,  which  he* 
had  rsufed  in  the  iflands,.  in  coofequence  of  the  orders  fent  him  frota-  X>eer- 
ne&. 

In  tbe  mean  time,  notice  was  brot^ht  them  that  Moddan  was  ftfll  in^ 
Caithnefe,  had  his  head  quarters  in  Thurfo,  and  was  harafllii^  the  inhabi-- 
tants  gready,  by  plundering  the  country  all.  around  him.  To  check  -and* 
punifh  fuch  diforJers,  Thorkel  was  commanded  to  fail  for  Cakhnefs,  which^ 
he  did  widiout  delay ;  and  having  maixhed  through  it  with  much-fpeed  and- 
iecrecy,  he  joeached. Thurfo  before  the  enemy  was  aware  of  his-  approach  n 
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furprifed  the  carl  in  the  dead  of  night,  hy  ikdng  fire  to  Im  lodginga }  and 

while  he  was  endeavouring  to  efcape  from  them,  his  head  was  ftruck  off; 

and  his  army,  thrown  into  conftenution,  were  either  cut  to  pieces,  furren- 

dered  themfelve^  priibners  of  war,  or  fied  for  fkfety  to  the  inacceiTitde  fens 

and  mQuntains,     The  Scots,  who  had  met  with  fuch  a  (hamdul  defeat  at 

Deern^fe,  begap,  after  their  retwn  to  the  fouth,  to  think  of  the  lofe  of  their 

honour,  and,  wiflxing  eapieftly  to  retrieve  it,  they  returned  in  full  force  into 

Caithaefe*     Here  they  were  joined  by  troops  from  Ireland,  that  had  been 

fent,  though  too  late,  tq  reinforce  the  army  of  Moddaja ;  wd  theft,  when 

united,  far  exceeded  ia  number  any  army  that  the  ewi  could  bring  into  the 

field  againft  thei^i.     But,  notwithftan&ng  their  fuperiority,  he  was  neither 

of  a  temper  to  permit  them  to  ravage  his  country  with  impunity,  nor  waa 

it  either  hi3  inclination  or  his  praftice.to  (tecline  accepting  their  ofibrs  o£  ari 

engagement     The  two  hoftile  armies  diet dfore.  pr^ared  for  a^oo :  they 

met  in  battle  array  on  a  promontory  near  to,  and  in  fuU  ^^ew  of  the  har-* 

Ikjw  of  Thurfo:  the  Eari  of  Oi:teaey  took  hi«  flatiotft  in  die  fixai/t  line,  with 

a  gilded  hdmet  on  his  head>  a  fwOrd  by  his  ftfle^  and  a  latge  fpear  in  both 

hands,  with,  which  he  ^d  great  execution ;  and»  in  tibft  very  firft  ocilbk,  benti 

his  whn)»  £^rc6,  with  fuch  intrepid  ardow,  agsonft  the  I6ihy  tiHat  he.  cqid« 

p^Qed  the%  to  faH  hack,  sMCid  fi>  entu-ely  l9?dc^  th^  ranks,  thaA  it  was  not 

alt^wiardft  in  the  power  of  their  commander  to  raUy  difinu. 

The  fame  vabur  and  naafterly  conduft  were  difplayed  hy  the  hsave  g©^ 
*eral  of  the  &atifli  forces.  He  aHb  foi^ht  in  the  front  of  hia  army,  in  die 
botteft  of  the  battle,  infpkitng  courage  by  lus  example,^  rdiovii^  thm  that 
were  overpowierftd^  and  c^reAed  his  attacks  principally  againft  that  part  o£ 
th^  lixie  of  .tfie:  enemy  whick  was  diftbiguift>€d  by  the  eaid's  prefence.  Ink 
this  manner  did  both  fides  fight  for  fome  time,  with  almoft  equal  bravery* 
4{^^e^4  ^ccd^  ;  till  tke  cari^  by  a  de^erate  attack,  made  dae  Scots  waver 
be^e^ft  fe^e  ^awi,  dtf^^jar,  thea  IJenfiUy:  retreat,  and  at  laft  iy,  aM  leave* 
t|ig  fieldi  oi  battle  ftrewed  ^Knitb  the'  wQuaded  and  flaan. 

?y  ^H^fi^iMd  foch*  Uke  xiieaos,  did  be  rife  to  great  power  amd  wealtk:' 
he  1^  exceeded  ift  fpJettd<>ur,  not  only  hip^  poedocoflbrs,  Eark  of  Orkney^ 
bijt;SB«a.  9i%|iy  I»>twp*'  kin|^.theoE>ftive8.;  for^  whifc  they  enloiained  dteir 
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nobles  during  Chriftmas,   Tborfin  feafted  his  friends  durough  the  whole 
vfhiter, 

Ronald,  the  fon  of  Brufius,  and  grandfon  of  the  celebrated  Sigurd,  had 
been  carried  over  at  an  early  period  to  Norway,  where  he  received  an  ex- 
celksit  educattoDy  by  wliich  he  to  much  j>rofited,  that  he  was  in  a  fhort  time 
diitinguiihed  amoi^  the  young  nobility,  not  only  for  the  ftrength  and  beau- 
ty of  his  perfon,  and  the  gracefuhiefe  of  his  sar,  but  for  many  mental  ac-' 
complifhments,  fome  of  which  were  not  then  common. 

As  foon  as  he  heard  of  his  father's  death,  and  that  his  uncle  had  taken 
poflefiion  of  all  the  iflands,  he  formed  the  detign  of  viiiting  his  native  coun-* 
try.  This  he  took  the  firfl  occafion  to  communicate  to  Magnus^  who,  on 
the  dealh  of  his  ^ulier  Olave,  had  now  aicended  the  throne ;  and  as  he  was 
in  great  favour  with  that  monarch,  he  found  Utde  diiSiculty  in  obtaining  his 
pemnffioo,  Previoufly  to  bks  departure,  that  he  might  appear  ih  his  own 
country  vnth  more  dtgmty^  be  created  him  act  earl ;  gramed  him  that  third 
of  the  iflands  which.  Obve  had  conferred  ob  his  father ;  and,  mc»reover, 
prefented  him  vnth  three  excellent  galleya,  fu£Eciently  flared  with  fHTOvifK^s^ 
and  fiutably  manned  for  the  voyage. 

Afior  all  thii^  vfese.  ready,  and  Magnt^  had  requ^ied  thi^  he  would  ^p- 
ply  to  him  for  what  he  m^ht  fbnd  in  need  of  in  future,  they  embraced 
each  other  totsderly,  and.  took  leaw.  The  amkble  young  earl  failed  direct- 
ly for  Ofkney,  to  take  a  view  of  his  patrimonial  eftate.  Having  remained^ 
there  for  a  fhort  time,  he  fenl  mefTengers  to  Thorfin,  who  was  then  in  the 
Weftemlflesi,  fettHi^  (bme^ difference  that  had  arifen  among  th^  chieftains,, 
to  demand  reititulicm  of  that  part  of  the  iflandt  which  King  Olave  had 
granted  his  faither,  and  bia  fbn  Magnus  had  now  confirmed  tb  himfelf.  To 
thia  ]»qui(ition,  vdiich  feemed  to  be  founded  in  juftice,  Thorfin  replied,  that, 
as  for  that^  third  of  the  eftate  which  had  oi^imdly  been  his  father's  proper- 
ty, he  had  no  manner  of  objedion  to  his  taking  immediate  poilbflion :  but, 
to  the  other  third,  he  could  daim  no  right  w&tever ;  neither  could  the 
kings  of  Norway,  witlt  any  colour  of  juftice,  confor  it  on  him :  but,  if  he 
would  be  his  fiiend,  and  occafionally  give  him  that  aid  which  a  relation 
on^,,  he  would  think  that  third  aUb  well  beftowed  on  him« .  This^  he  add- 
r  S,  2.  ed^, 
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€d,  he  might  •inftantly  occupy,  as  probably  he  would  foon  (land  In  need  of 
his  afli  fiance,  which  he  valued  more  than  any  benefit  that  he  could  reap 
from  that  part  of  his  territory. 

Ronald,  whofe  difpolltion  was  n^rtiirafly  open  and  onfufpe^ing,  was  fa- 
tisfied  with  his  uncle's  condud:  j  and  tJK)iigh  he  demanded  nothing  but  what 
he  confidered  himfelf  a6  having  a  juft  right  to,  be  promifed  fidelity  and  af-. 
fiftance ;  and  thus,  without  any  farther  trouble,  got,  for  the  prefent,  quiet 
pofleflion  of  two  thirds  of  the  whole  iflands. 

Agreeably  to  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  many  fchemes  of  depredation  were 
planned'  and  adopted,  in  which  they  were  both  concerned.  In  the  fummer, 
they  made  frequent  excurfions  to  the  weft  coaft  of  Scotland,  to  the  adjacent 
ifles,  to  Irelanxt,  and  even  fometimes  to  England  ^elf;  and,  fi-om  thefe  ex- 
peditions, they  both  acquired  riches  and  naval  fame.  Every  enterprize  was 
€Ondu£fced  by  Thorfin  j  his  nephew  fulfilled  his  engagement,  by  contribut- 
ing his  aid  ;  and  every  exploit  that  was  performed,  teftified  plainly  that  the 
leaders  cultivated  b^ween  them  that  harmony,  wlwch  was  as  honourable,  as- 
advantageous,  to  botli. 

But,  unfortunately,  in  a  fhort  time,  evil  coimfellors^  in  order  to  ingra- 
tiate themfelves  with  their  refpe^ve  patrons,  flaamefiilly  abufed  their  confi- 
dence, and  created  diffenfions  between  the  two  princes. 

About  that  time,  Kalius  Avnin,  who  had  held  an  office  of  the  firft  truft 
in  his  country,  and  had  been  fufpe<£ied  of  a  crime,  had,  in  order  to  Ihim 
ipveftigation,  or  avoid  punilhment,  departed,  as  a  voluntary  exile,  front 
Norway.  As  he  was  a  man  of  great  wealth,  he  had  many  fiiends  and  de- 
pendants, who  embarked  with  him  to  fhare  his  fortune ;  and  as  the  celebrat- 
ed Ingibiorg,  wife  of  Thorfin,  was  his  brother's  daughter,  he,  with  his  nu- 
merous train,  repaired  to  the  Earl's  court,  where  he  was  courteoufly  enter- 
tained, fgr  a  long  time,  in  the  moft  fplendid  manner.  But  the  e^qpence  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  fupport  of  fuch  grandeur,  was  very  great ;  and,  joined  to  . 
what  had  been  laid  out  in  fome  piratical  expeditions,  that  had  fedled  of  fuc- 
cefs,  had  fo  emptied  the  Earl's  coffers,  that  he  began  to  be  unable  to  live  in 
that  fumptuous  ftjHie  to  which  he  had  been  accuftomed.  In  this  exigence^ ; 
influenced  by  the  advice  of  fome  of  his  retainers,  he  refolved  to  recal  ^  that 
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third  of  the  iflands,  which  he  had  rather  permitted  Earl  Ronald  to  occupy, 
tiian  ever  regularly  conveyed  ;  and  for  that  end  deljpatched  meflengers,  who 
were  inftru<fted  to  make  the  requifition. 

Ronald,  as  might  have  been  expected,  refufed  to  comply,  and  returned 
fuch  reafons  for  his  refufal,  as  incenfed  the  haughty  fpirit  of  his  uncle,  and 
determined  him  to  profecute  more  vigoroufly  his  claim.  Much  fruitlefs  ne- 
gotiation  was  entered  i^ito.  An  open  rupture  at  length  took  place,  when 
both  parties  came  to  the  final  refolution  ef  deciding,  by  ft>rce  of  arms,  what 
it'  feemed  now  impoffible  to  decide  by  other  means. 

A  large  army  was  foon  levied,  and  in  readinefs  for  that  purpofe.  A  fleet, 
confiding  of  fixty  Ihips,  was  fitted  out  to  convey  them  over ;  and,  in  fail- 
ing fi-om  Gaithnefs,  they  met  in  the  Pentland  Frith,  Earl  Ronald,  with  a 
fquadron  of  thirty  Ihips  only,  but  of  much  greater  fize.  The  line  of  bat- 
tle was  foon  formed,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  Ae  age.  They  fought  va- 
Kantly  ;  and,  for  fome  time,  it  was  difficult  to  determine  to  which  fide  vic- 
tory leaned  ;  till  at  laft  it  declared  for  Ronald,  oh  account  of  tke  fuperior 
bulk  and  height  of  his  veffels,  from  which  his  men  direw  their  weapons  both 
with  more  violence,  and  a  much  furer  aim.  Thorfin  now  faw  that  conqueft 
was  impradticable,  unlefs  he  was  reinforced  ;  and,  finding  that  the  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  his  fhip  were  an  incumbrance  in  the  adion,  he  put  them 
afhore,  and  among  them  placed  his  fcald,  or  bard,  Avnor,  that  he  might  be 
in  fafety  to  obferve  the  fate  of  the  day,  and  tranfmit  its  heroic  deeds  to  po- 
fterity.  After  he  had  made  this  arrangement,  he  looked  to  his  fi-iend  Avnin, 
who,  with  fix  fhips,  in  excellent  condition,  had  hitherto  lain  by  an  indiffer- 
ent fpedator,  and  prevailed  with  him  to  combine  his  force ;  which  he  had 
no  fooner  done,  than  he  returned  to  the  diarge  with  frefh  vigour.  Ronald's 
fleet  for  fome  time  fulbdned  their  united  eSbrts  with  undaunted  bravery,  till 
the  fquidron  of  Avnin  had  made  fuch  dreadful  havock  in  feveral  of  the 
fliips,  that  few  men  were  left  alive.  Some  of  the  fhips  wefe  then  taken, 
fome  fhattered,  fome  fled,  and  only  a  veiy  few  remained  to  fupport  Ronald 
who  intrepidly  kept  his  ftation,  and  fought  defperately  to  the  clofe  of  the 
day ;  when,  giving  up  all  for  loft,  he  efcaped  in  the  night,  and  failed  di- 
fedly  for  Norway. 
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King  Magnus  heard,  with  unfeigned  farrow,  the  news  of  his  defeat,  and 
both  folaced  his  fpirit,  and  revived  his  hopes,  by  aiTuring  him,  that,  as  early 
m  the  fpring  as  it  was  convenient  to  take  the  fea,  he  fiiould  be  fumiflied 
with  fuch  a  military  and  naval  force  as  could  fcarcely  fail  to  humble  his 
haughty  relation,  and  re-aftablilh  him  in  his.  pofleffions.  Such  uncommon 
generolity  met  with  his  cordial  thanks  ;  but  Ronald  preferred  one  (tppt  flyp, 
with  which  he  might  fail  in  winter,  in  order  to  arrive  in  Orkney  fuddenly, 
and  take  Thorfin  by  furprife,  before  he  was  aware  of  his  approach.  This 
was  immediately  procured  him,  fumiihed  with  fuitaUe  ftores,.  and  manned 
with  a  choien  band,  many  of  them  men  of  the  firfl  rank  and  fortune,  as 
well  as  fpirit,  in  the  court  o£  Magnus,  who  rejoiced  to  embark  in  fuch  a 
hazardous  enterprize  j  not  (o  much  with  a  defign  to  difplay  their  own  va- 
lour, as  to  do  juftice  to  their  much  efteemed  and  injured  friends 

As  fbon  as  he  arrived  in  Shetland,  he  received  iitfdligence  that  Thorfin, 
trui^ng  to  his  late  vidory,  and  alfb  to  the  feafon  of  the  year,  had  difmiffed 
moil  of  hi%  men,  and  was,  witb  a  few  only,  reveUing  in  the  mainUnd,  pto^ 
bably  at  Biria,  without  the  fmalleft  apiureheoiioii  of  danger.  Pleafed  with 
tius  information,  he  haftened  to  the  place ;  landed  in  the  nig^t,  b^bce  any 
jaotice  had  been  given  of  his  arrival ;  fummnded  the  houfe  with  his  guards 
and  then  fet  fire  to  it,  while  all  ware  in  bed,  except  the  j^tendantB  of  the 
Earl,  who,  vrith  his  wife  in  his  anns,  Scaped  amidft  the  genial  confofion, 
and  fled  to  Caithneis*  There  he  lurked,  for  fcnne  time,  fo  privately  among 
his  friends,  that  doubts  were  entertained  whether  he  had  not  Men  amcmg 
die  (lain,  or  been  confumed  in  the  conflagration ;  and  Ronald,  in  the  mean, 
time,  exaded  his  revenues,  not  only  dirough  the  ifles,  and  the  Scotiih  provinces 
in  the  north,  but  firom  the  Hasbudae,  and  his  efbte  in  Ireland.  The  ycmng  Earl, . 
m  the  mean  time,  had  made  choice  of  Kirkwall  as  the  place  of  his  refidence, . 
in  preference  to  any  other,  on  account  of  its  centrical  fitu^on,  for  receiving  in- 
telligence ;  and  kept  with  him  thece  a  numerous  and  fplendid  tndn  of  attend* 
sm^  Along  with  fome  of  thefe  he  failed  to  the  north  ifles,'  obol  purpofe  to 
cany  from  Papay-Wefltray  a  cargo  of  malt,  to  make  ale^  their  fevourite  be* 
vacage,  to  regale  tiiem  during  the  approaching  feftival  of  Yule,  or  Chrifl- 
xMg.  The  night  he  was  there,  while  fitting  till  it  was  late  by  the  fire  with 
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his  companions,  indulging  in  mirth  and  converfation,  he  was  fuddenly  and 
xinexpedtedly  alarmed  by  Thotrfin  and  his  men,  in  arms,  inrdHng  the  houfe^ 
and  fetting  fire  to  it  ;'and  though,  by  means  of  ffc&it  ftrength  and  agiKty, 
he  made  his  efcape  for  the  prefent,  he  was  fbon  afterwards  difcovered  by  the 
barking  of  his  own  dog^  taken  together  with  hfe  companions,  and  butcher- 
ed without  metcy.  His  remains  were  gacthered  up  with  pious  care,  earned 
over  to  Weftray,  and  interred  amidfl  die  lament^ons  of  the  inhabitants. 

Ronald  was  by  far  the  moft  accompiiihed  of  any  of  the  Earls  of  Orkney. 
His  ftature  was  above  the  ordinary  iize,  and  his  limbs  were  well  proportkxi-* 
ed.  He  had  thick  flaxen  hair^  a  pleaiant  countenance,  a  majeftic  and  gr^e* 
fill  mien,  and  a  rejry  uncommon  degree  of  fbrcngth  and  agility.  To  thefe 
endowments  of  body,  he  added  many  that  were  mental ;  tor  he  was  iaga- 
dous  and  penetrating,  boldy  firm^  ami  juft ;  and,  ki  fhc^^  wanted  iciircely 
any  thing,  but  conftancy  of  fortune^  to  render  him  a  very  exalted  charac-* 
ter. 

Thorfin,  having  now  a  &cond'  tame  got  rid  of  every  obftacle  to  his  peace* 
fui  enjoyment  of  the  whole  earldonv  adier  dreaded  the  refentment,  or  co^ 
veted  the  attLance  of  >k>rway ;  and  therefore  mode  aK  the  defpatch  he  pd&« 
Uy  coukl^  to  cultivate  the  ILing's  favom:  in  his  own  country.  During  tlie. 
tim^e  he  remained  there,,  he  fbens  to  haw  faieen  employed  ra  no  adive  bufi- 
nefs,  but  had  lei^e  to  reAed  on  hk  poft  ccmdud,  when  many  inftances  ol 
iBJufike  and  cruelty  prefentfd  liiemfelves,  and  awakened  his  confcience. 

In  order  to  atone  for  hts  crunea,  he  refolved  to  undertake  a  journey  to 
Rome„  and  obtain  pif)al  ahtbhition..  Hi&  defign  being  known,  and  things ' 
in  readinefs,  before  he  took  his  leave,  he  leceived  fome  vahiable  prdfents 
ficom  Harold.  Fron^  S(weno,  Kh^  ai  Denmark,  too>  he  met  v^rith  a  very 
favourable  reception  ;  and^  as  he  travelled  dirough  Saxony,  he  received;  a- 
mong  other  m»ks  of  rei^P^d:,  fome  fine  horfes^  firom  the  Emperor  Henry, ' 
to  carry  him  to  Ilaly.  Having  arrived  at  Rome,  and  bding  introduced  to 
his  Holisiefe,.  he  found  fio  difficulty  in  procuring^  a  plenary  pardon  of  his  fins. 
He  wa9  foon^  in  hid  ovta  eftimaidbn^  deanfed  from  aU  guilt ;  upon  vrhich 
he  Bcturned  vntb  all  %eed  to  Orkney,  whiene  he  entirely  changed  his  mode 
o^  li^  and  became  as  famous  for  the  pacifiG,  as^  he  had  formerly  been  for 
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the  warlike  virtues.  Birfa  was  the  place  where  he  fpent  moft  of  (he  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  in  framing  many 
wife  and  falutary  laws  for  the  good  of  the  people  ;  and,  that  he  might  di- 
re£k  their  views  beyond  the  prefent  ftate,  he  ^refted  there  a  magnificent 
churchy  whidi  he  dedicated  to  Chrift  as  the  firft-fruits  of  his  piety.  But, 
while  he  attended  to  thofe  objeds  that  promote  internal  profperity,  he  alfo  took 
care  to  protect  his  fubjeds  from  fordgn  invafion,  and  kept  his  whole  territo- 
ries, fcattered  and  extenfive  as  they  were,  in  due  fobjcAion  to  hrmfelf. 
This  he  found  very  little  difficulty  in  doing,  as  his  power  far  exceeded  that 
of  any  of  his  predeceflbrs.  He  retained  it  undiminilhed  to  the  laft,  and 
cUed  at  the  advanced  age  of  feventy-ftve,  much  lamented  by  thofe  that  lived 
on  his  hereditary  eftate.     He  was  buried  in  Chrift's  Church,  in  Birfa. 

By.  his  wife  he  left  two  ions,  in  many  refpe£U  different  from  their  fa-- 
ther,  whdfe  charader  was  fomewhat  fingular. 

His  body  was  large,  and  his  mind  comprehenfive  and  vigorous.  His 
hair  was  black,  his  eye-browB  fhaggy,  and  both  his  perfon  and  his  genius 
fuited  the  idea  at  that  time  entertained  of  a  foldier.  Few,  or  none,  equal- 
led him  in  either  the  boldncls  x)f  his  defigns,  or  in  the  promptitude  with 
which  they  were  executed  j  he  was  adtlve  and  provident  j  fkilful  in  the  art 
of  war,,  and  extremely  fortunate  ;  but,  in  the  gewaral  tencM:  of  his  ccmdud, 
fhowed  himfelf  too  much  under  the  influence  of  avarice  and  ambition*- 
1064.  Paul  was  the  name  of  the  ddar  of  his  fons,  and  Erlend  that  of  the 

younger,  who  im)w  fucceeded  their  father  m  the  earldom,  and  enjoyed  hb 
eflate  and  honours.  They  were  men  of  a  tall  fbuure,  fine  proportion^  axKJ- 
of  great  perfonal  beauty,  which  they  (Jerived  from  their  mother ;  and,  in 
refpeft  of  prudence  and  moderation,  they  had  few  equals.  That  this  was 
a.  prominent  feature  in  their  charaSer,  appeared  evidrat  from  their  behavi- 
our to  one  another  j  for,  inflead  of  entering  into  contefls  refpefting  their 
fl^are  of  their  father's  prc^erty,  which  had  fo  often  before  oonvulfed  the 
earldom,  they  mutually  cultivated  fuch  good  undjerftauding,  and  lived  in 
fuch  laudable,  harmony,  that  they  never  even  divided  what  had  been  left^ 
but  were  contented  to  receive  theu:  proportions  of  its  revenues,  Paul,  aa  be- 
ii^  the.  elder  brother,,  took. the  management,  of  the  whole,  with  the  eqtirQ. 
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approbation  of  Erlend,  who  paid  a  juft  deference  to  fuperior  age  and  expe- 
rience ;  and  both  of  them^  from  their  love  of  peace,  their  mutual  concord^ 
and  fraternal  afie^on,  promoted  through  the  iflands  a  degree  of  proijperity,. 
to  which  they,  for  a  long  time  paft,  had  been  in  a  great  meafure  ftrangers. 

If  their  pacific  difpofition,  their  moderation,  and  'their  tafte  for  folitude 
and  rural  improvement,  rendered  their  condition  at  home  profperous,  their 
pow^fril  connexions  abroad  had  an  equal  influence  in  fecuring  them  from- 
foreign  invafion.  Their  mother  was  defcended  from  the  royal  family  of 
Norway,  which  connefted  them  with  the  reigning  monarch  of  that  country. 
By  their  father  they  were  ftill  more  clofely  conne^ed  with  the  royal  family 
of  Scotland ;  and  befides  all  this,  the  celebrated  Malcolm  Cannwre,  King  of 
Scodand,  had  married  thdr  mother ;  fb  that,  on  both  the  one  hand  and  the 
other,  they  were  guarded  by  near  relations,  who  were  ready  to  fupport  their 
power,  and  to  whom  they  m^it  apply  with  confidence,  in  any  cafe  of  neceflity^ 

During  this  ftate  of  prolperity  and  peace,  Harold  the  Bold,  King  of 
Norway,  aduated  by  the  reftleis  fpirit  of  th^  times,  had  formed  the  refolu- 
tion  of  invading  En^and  In  the  profecution  of  diis  dellgn,  he  fitted  out: 
a  formidable  fleet,  cm  board  of  wluch  he  embarked'  troops  in  proportion  ; 
and,  having  arrived  at  Orkney,  where  he  left  Elizabeth  his  Queen,  and  two 
daugfatere,  and  augmented  lus  armament,  by  the  addition  of  the  two  Earls 
and  their  forces,  he  failed  diredly  for  the  eafl  coail  of  that  kingdom. 
Cleveland  was  the  place  where  he  firfl'  landed  He  foon  afterwards  took 
Scarborough  by  flomi ;  and,  mairhing  to  Hdidemefs,  he  gained  a  fignal  vic-» 
tory  over  die  Englifh  forces :  but,  engagk^  them  afterwards,  when  the  King 
commanded  in  perfon^  Harold  waa>  defeated  and  flain;  which  determined 
his  foaOlave,  and  the  two  Earls,  to  embark  as  faft  as  they  could,  and  re^ 
turn,  with  their  flectj  to  Orkney,,  where  they  ^)ent  that  winter. 

The  harmony  that  fo'happilyfubfifted  between  the  two  Earls  was- rather 
ftrengthened  in  this  expedition }  and  fuflfered  no  diminution,  till  their  fons: 
had  grown  iqp;  who  but  too  fuccefsfuUy  planted  between  them  that  di£:ord 
which  they  had  Jiarboured  in  their  own  breafls;  Hacon,  the  fba  of  Pauly , 
was  of  an  ai^ping  turn  of  mind^  a€dve,  and  imperious ;  and  regarded  hi» 
eoi]fio6f  Magiua  and  Eiknd,  as  hb  inferiors,  becaufe  they  were  moregentle^  ^ 
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pacific  and  contented,  and  lefs  under  the  guidance  of  ambkioo.  Between 
men  of  ftich  different,  nay  almoft  oppolite  tempers,  dilutes  of  various  kinds 
toon  arofe ;  and,  i  A  order  to  preferve  genend  tranquillity,  it  was  highly  expedient 
to  bring  them  to  a  fpeedy  conchifion.  For  tfiis  end,  feveral  indhruluals  ufed 
their  influence ;  and  when  fkh  was  unavaiKng,  fome  meedngs  of  the  leading 
men  were  held ;  but  as,  in  thefe,  the  &diers  fliowed  mart  laKdinadon  to 
'enter  into  the  views,  and  even  adopt  the  prejudices  of  dieir  fons,  tiian  to 
decide  their  quarrels  on  the  principles  of  juftice,  they  broke  up,  on  finding 
their  eflbrts  to  reconcile  the  parties  ineffeAusi  In  one  of  thefe,  however, 
the  friends  of  Haf  on,  by  reprefenting  how  much  it  would  add  to  his  renown, 
prevailed  with  him  to  go  abroad,  to  learn  the  art  of  war,  and  the  laws  and 
manners  of  another  coimtry*  Sweden  was  the  kingdom  he  made  choice 
of ;  to  which  he  went,  after  he  had  fpent  fome  time  in  Norway ;  and,  in 
both  thefe  countries,  he  fiipported  a  cbarafber  for  military  ikill  and  prowefs^ 
and  was  confequMtly  entmfied  with  confiderable  commaiad. 

His  coufin  Magnus,  in  thd  mean  time,  was  following^  in  the  Ifi&xa  of 
his  own  country,  ^  mofl  laudable  purfuits  ^  for  he  was  cultivating  his  own 
mind,  and  ftoring  it  with  the  moft  iublinike  and  ufefid  knowledge,  and  with 
the  heA  fentiments  of  religion.  Had  he  been  fiiilered .  to  go  :  on  in  this 
pradice,  withbut  interruption^  his  example  inigte:  have  zStOi&ed  attention^ 
and  fpread  fome  tafle  for  knowledge,  as  well  as  devotion ;  but  be  was  arrefted 
by  an  unexpeded  vifit  from  a  dlfbant  and  formidable  enemy. 

Hacon,  while  he  was  in  Norway^  had  rej^fented  to  Magnus  Barefoot, 
who  had  now,  in  the  room  of  his  father  Olave,  afcended  the  throne^  die 
manifold  advantages  Aat  mtj^  arife  from  a  weftem  expeditfon.  He  flated, 
in  flrong  and  flattering  terms,  the  glory  which  he  might  thus  acqmre^  the 
vafl  treafures  that  be  might  amafs :  and  even  infinuated,  that  he  might 
thereby  have  an  opportunity  of  avenging  die  death  of  his  grandfather,  by 
a  fuccefsful  invafion  of  England  Arguments  like  diefe,  which  appealed  to 
bis  refentment,  avarice,  and  amlndon,  could  not  ^1  to  have  great  infinence 
on  the  enterprifing  fpirit  of  Magnus ;  who  foon  complied  widi  tfee  advice 
given  him,^  formed  his  plan,  and  foil  no  dme  in  taking  ^thc^  i^eaiiires  diat 
ware  neceilary  io^  carryii^  it  intp  immediate  ex^utk)n«   Throi^.hi^  wfaote 
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kingdom,  therefore,  he  levied  men ;  he  prepared  a  fleet ;  he  ordered  (lores 
and  .provifions ;  in  all  which  the  nobles  obeyed  the  King ;  the  people  as  rea- 
dily  obeyed  the  nobles ;  and  the  youth  of  every  rank  and  defcription  flocking 
to  his  ftandard,  all  v^ere  ready,  in  a  fhort  time,  to  embark  on  board  of  (ixty 
fliips,  which  he  publicly  announced  were  intended  for  the  weftern  expedi- 
tion. The  Kkig  himfelf  took  the  command  of  this  powerful  armanent ;  and, 
havif^  taken  with  him  his  fon  Sigurd,  a  promifmg  youth  of  only  eight 
years  of  age,  he  fet  fail,  and  foon  reached  the  coafts  of  Orkney.  No  iboner 
iiad  he  landed  diere,  than  he  invefted  his  fon  with  the  dignity  of  viceroy 
of  die  iflaAds ;  and^  as  he  was  under  age,  appointed  for  him  guardians^ 
counfellors,  and  adminiflrators*  of  his  affairs ;  feized  the  two  Earls,  and  fent 
them  prisoners  into  his  kingdom ;  and  compelled  their  fons,  Haoon^  Magnus, 
.  and  Erknd)  to  enter  his  fenrice,  that  they  might  not  have  it  in  their  power, 
in  his  afafence,  to  d^arb  his  fi^n'^  government 

(After  iie  h»d  thus  arranged  matters,  he  failed  for  the  weftem  iiles ;  vdiere 
lie  committed  great  devaftation,  basing  die  people,  and  carrymg  oflT  much 
iphKi4et ;  ^and^  not  iatisfied  widi  ^hat  he  had  done  there,  he^.  in  the  £une. 
feregular  fiffid^efukory  matm^,  carried  his  arms  into  Scodaml,  Irdand,  and 
even  England,  where  he  performed  fome  remarkable  achievements. 

In  d%is  eitpe^on,  Hacon,  fon  of  Paul  Sad  of  Orkney,  by  his  intr^idity 
Mid  Arid  obadiefice  to  orders,  gained  at  die  iame  time  nailkary  £une  and 
the  Kkig^B  fevour ;  while  his  couiih  Erlend  loft  his  fife ;  and  Magnus,  his 
wher  coulki,  incurred  die  difpleafure  ef  the  Sovweign,  becaufe,  on  a  certain 
^OKi^on,  he  had  nefofedto  fight ;  for  which  be  gave  this  reafon,— that  he  had 
never  Fecerved  any  provocaticm  from  that  en«ny,  ntor  had  he  any  juft  caufe 
^  cofi^kint  againfl:  him. 

To  avoid  the  King's  refentment  en  that  account,  he  took  the  eailieft 
opportunity  to  abandon  his  fervice ;  and  lived  one  while  with  the  King  of 
Scodand,  and  another  vAth  one  df  the  biflk^s  of  England,  w=here  he  wi»- 
AOt  Ofily  iecure  from  danger,  ai;)d  enjoyed  abundance  and  refped:,  but  had 
^alfi)  aa  excellent  opportonity  for  indulging  In  his  favourite  purfuita  of  liter^ 
ature  and  T^igion. 
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The  fpring  following,  when  Magnus  long  of  Norway  returned  from  hii 
expedition  into  Orkney,  and  learned  that  the  two  Earls  of  Orkney  had,  the 
preceding  winter,  died  in  exile  in  his  kingdom,  he  gave  in  marriage  the 
^ughter  of  Eiiend  to  Kdus,  the  fon  of  one  of  his  favourite  officers,  who 
had  died  of  the  wounds  which  he  had  received  in  the  batde  of  Angtefey* 
To  atone  for  the  hardihip  which  he  had  impofed  on  the  lady,  in  depriving 
her  of  her  father's  company ;  to  folace  the  young  man  for  the  lols  of  his 
•father ;  to  render  both  comfortable,  and  enable  them  la  live  fuitably  to  their 
<iignity,  he  granted  them  lands  in  feveral  places :  he  appointed  for  their  place 
of  abode  the  beautiful  ifland  of  Papay-Wefbray ;  and,  at  their  marriage^ 
ranked  Kolus  in  the  number  of  the  nobility. 

Hacon,  during  almoft  the  whole  reign  of  King  Magnus,  attended  him 
wherever  he  went ;  he  was  foremoft  in  every  expediti<m ;  he  fignalized 
himfelf  by  fighting  in  the  hottefl  part  of  every  batde ;  and  none  was  ever 
«Qore  punftual  in  givicg  obedience  to  his  orders,  in  promotii^  h&  intereft, 
.or  in  feconding  his' views.  After  that  monarch's  death,  and  after  hia  thret 
Sons  had  divided  among  them  his  kii^dom,  and  reigned  joindy,  he  repaired 
to  that  country,  and  obtained  from  them,  as  his  juft  right,  the  one  half  of 
the  Orkney  iflands. 

Magnus,  in  the  meandme,  returned  from  Scodand,  where  he  had  now 
aived  a  long  time,  enjoying  the  refpect,  and  fharing  the  confidence  of  the 
J)eft  femilies ;  and,  impelled  by  the  entreaties  of  his  countrymen,  who  were 
,am?dous  to  fee  him  reap  the  fruits  of  his  father's  property,  no  lefs  than  by 
his  own  intereft,  he  claimed  the  half  of  the  iflands  as  his  patrimonial  eftate^ 
To  this  claim,  which  was  certainly  jufl,  his  coufin  Hacon  made  oppofition ; 
and  even  coUeded  an  armed  force,  which,  without  doubt,  he  would  have 
employed,  had  not  the  gentlemen  of  the  country  feafonably  interpofed  their 
influence ;  to  whom,  after  many  argument^  and  much  delay,  he  prcnnifed 
diat  he  woiild  deliver  i^  the  fubjed  in  queflion  to  Magnus,  provided  he 
obtained  the  fanaion  of  the  King  of  Norway.  Magnus,  without  fcnq)le, 
accepted  the  condition,  and  failed  diredtiy  for  that  country,  where  he  was 
not  only  gracioufly  received  and  courteoufly  entertained,  but  invefled  wiA 
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the  dignity  of  an  eairl,  and  readily  obtained  what  was  the  objed  of  liis 
voyage,  the  one  half  of  the  iflands. 

For  fome  time  after  his  return  home,  he  lived  with  Hacon  in  tertns 
t)f  much  cordiality.     Mutual  comfort  and  profperity  were  the  natural  con- 

(Sequence  of  their  pacific  meafures ;  and^  during  this  feafon  of  concord, 
the  iflands  abounded  in  all  thofe  produdions  that  minifter  to  the  fuppoit 
.  of  life.  ^ 

f  But  this  enviable  date  of  tranquillity  was  only  of  {h6rt  continuance  j 

f  for  iniidious  flatterers  abufed  their  confidence  with  falfe  and  malicious 

repents  with  reipe€k  to  one  another's  condu^l  and  views,  till  diey  feemed 
to  regard  each  othet  rather  as  enemies  than  relations ;  fo  that  matters  were 
on  the  eve  of  coming  to  an  open  rupture. 

In  this  critical  jiuidure,  their  fiiends  ^gala  mtetpokd ;  and^  e&Oc 
miich  deliberation,  and  many  entreaties,  at  laft  prevailed  with  them  to 
fufier  their  paifions  to  fubfide ;  to  fufpend  their  animofities ;  and,  fince 
they  would  not  confent  to  an  a^reemait,  to  fulnnit  their  differences  to 
arbitration.  For  this  purpofe,  it  was  agreed  that  both  earis,  with  t 
number  of  feled  firiends,  fhould  hold  a  conference,  in  which  thar  re« 
ipedive  rights,  and  the  juft  limits  of  thdr  power  and  thar  authority, 
fhould  be  fixed,  and  a  league  of  friendfliip  eftabliihed  on  a  permanent 
bafis ;  and,  to  give  it  the  greater  folemnity,  it  was  to  be  hdd  during 
Eafter  week,  in  the  {^(ant  litde  ifland  of  Eaglefay*  Magnus,  accom- 
panied with  fuch  of  his  fiiends  as  were  moft  noted  for  wifdom  and  equi- 
ty, fidled,  according  to  agreement,  with  two  fhips  only,  and  was  eariy  at 
the  appointed  place,  confulting  with  his  arbitars  on  the  terms  that  were 
moft  likely  to  bring  their  difputes  to  a  happy  conclufion. 

Hacon  made  ch(»ce  of  companions  to  carry  to  the  meeting,  of  a  de* 
fcription  very  different  firom  thofe  of  his  coufin ;  they  were  men  accui^ 
tomed  to  arms  and  piracy,  on  whom  neither  juftice  nor  mercy  had  a 
great  d^ee  of  influence,  and  v^o  were  not  much  overawed  by  the  au- 
diority  of  Heaven.  To  them  he  communicated  his  intentioi^ ;  and  em- 
barked on  board  of  eight,  inftead  of  two,  the  ftipulated  number  of  ihips. 
As  foon  as  Magnus  iaw  them  approaching,  he  percdved  plamly  the  treach«* 
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crous  defign  ;  and,  idftead  of  taking  any  farther  fteps  to  procure  an  ami- 
cable treaty,  began  to  fortify  his  mind  to  meet  his  impending  fate.  Th^ 
£riends  that  he  had  carried  along  with  him,  generoufly  ofiered  to  fland  by 
him  in  tliis  extremity,  and  fhed  their  blood  in  his  defenc^ ;  but  he  ^as  ge« 
neroufly  declined  accepting  their  oB^r,  and  entrea^ted  them  to  lofe  no  time 
in  confulting  for  their  own  fafi^,  and  leave  him  to  whatever  that  God, 
who  had  fupported  him  hitherto,  (hould,  in  his  wifdom,  think  proper  to 
appoint 

As  ibon  as  Hacon  with  his  men  had  landed,  Magnus  with  his  follow- 
ers went  to  the  church  j  where,  in  the  duties  of  the  moA  fervent  devo- 
tion, he  fpent  tlie  moft  part  of  the  mght     Next  day,  Hacon,  accompa- 
nied by  his  foldiers,  went  to  the  fame  place ;  bot  found  him  not  there,  as 
he  had  retired  with  three  friends  to  a  private  place,  which  he  idt  as  foon 
as  he  faw  his  enemy  m  fearch  of  him  ^  and  boldly  ppe&nted  himfelf,  wich 
thefe  wofds :  ^  Here  I  am  ;  axid  you  ne^  ieek  ibr  me  nofarther. '     Ha^ 
«€0n,  with  his  men  in.  arms,  caiine  iip  fwwd  m  Jbiand,  and  found  him  prdC- 
trate  on  the  grdund,  offering  up  hiis  prayers ;  wfaichhe  iiad  no  ibcmer  fi- 
-fiifhed,  than  he  rofo  up,  Md,  vrith  a  couixtea^uice  compoifed  to  a  degree 
that  manifefted  the  utmoft  fortitude,  ^accdfted  his  <3ruel  :and  implaodile  ri^ 
Isdon:   ^  Coufin,'  iaid  he,  ^  youhavejofily^&nded  tiie^reat  God,  by 
^  vidatix^  the  oath  which  yoiftook ;  to  this  ciilne  yixi  ought  im  toadd 
^  anddier,  nor  folly  your  honour,  by  flieddiiig  the  Uood  cf  one  who  i^e- 
^**ver  injured  yotu    My  life  is  in  your  luunds ;  ^nd  you  are  m die  iiK)il 
^  imminent  dagger  of  contracting  the  Uadbeft  guilt,  by  taking  it  away. 
^  To  f»tevent  you,  therefore,  £rom  farther  ftaining  your  foul,  no  k&  dian 
^  to  fave  myfelf  from  hurdler  danger,  I  fhall  fubfldt  to  your  choice  any  of 
>  tbefe  three  conditions :   Let  mte  have  only  tam  ihips  foitaUy  fumifoed, 
^  with  which  I  may  fail  to  Rome  to  px^ociife  ai^aion  of  onr  iins,  and  I 
^  ihall  bind  myfelf^  by  a  moft  folemn  oath,  never  more  to  return  to  Oi^ 
^  n^ ;  or  fend  me  to  Scotland  to  our  frienda,  tx)  be  kept  in  foch  dofe 
^  con&iesnent,  that  I  can  never  henceforth  make  my  efcape ;  or,  if  both 
^  thefo  conditions  he  reje^^  a  ddisd  fttll  Temoma^-^rut  off  my  fimiiSy. 

*  pludL 
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V  pluck  out  my  eyeSy  and,  m  this  mainMd  aad  oiiulikted  ftate^  i)iiit  one  u^ 
*  m  prifbn,  to  drag  out  the  wretched  reminder  of  my  life.  * 

Thefe  term$,  however  fevere  and  humiliating,  were  rejected  with  a 
mixture  of  ftem  cruelty  and  haughty  difdaln,  which  Magnu&  bore  with 
an  haroic  compoTure  that  deferred  a  better  fate ;  and  after  he  had  eame&^ 
ly  prayed  for  the  pardon  of  his  own  fms,  aad  for  fofgivenefe  to  all  liis 
enemies ;  af^er  he  bad  exhortdd  the  execudoner,  whofe  heart  ahnoft  failed 
him,  to  take  courage,  and  ftrike  a  bold  ftroke,  telling  him  that  princes 
ought  not  to  die  like  malefadors,  he,  with  his  body  bent  forward,  re- 
ceived the  fatal  blow.  1 1  l(X 

His  body,  which,  it  is  probable,  would  not  have  received  the  rites  of 
interment  from  his  enemy,  was  with  niuch  difficulty  yielded  up  to  his 
difconfolate  mother,  who  had  entreated  it  v^th  tears,  and  who  had  it 
tranfported  to  Bhrla,  and  buried  in  Chrift's  Church,  which  had  been  built 
by  Thorfin. 

The  fuperftitious  credulity  of  tfiat  age  bdieved,  that  the  grave  had  no 
fooner  received  the  venerable  depofit  than  it  began  to  perform  miracles ; 
that  there  ifliied  from  it,  in  wdinary,  a  br^ht  beam  o£  light,  aod  4  fra- 
grant imell,  that,  feparately  or  imited,  had  fuch  virtue,  a3  to  heal  the  dii^ 
eafea  of  thofe  who  flocked  thither  from  all  parta  of  the  earldom. 

If  we  recollect  the  different  £:eAe^  in  vrbich  he  aded  ;  if  we  review 
the  fentiments  and  conduct  which  he  dilplayed  ;  if  we  fotm  an  opimoa 
of  his  charader,  as  it  arifes  from  thefo  dicumftances^  and  conapare  it  with 
diat  which  is  drawn  by  the  beft  informed  authors;  we  fliall,  on  the 
whole,  find  reafon  to  conchide;  th^t  he  was  fiu*  more  rrfpeftaWe,  and 
much  better  entitled  to  be  ranked  in  the  aumber  of  the  S^nts,  than  many 
that  (land  high  on  the  lift  in  the  Roman  kalendar. 

As  to  his  exterior,  his  ftature  was  tall,  his  ccanjdbxion  &k^  his  voice 
clear  and  manly,  and  his  fluency  of  fpeech  was  at  once  fo  ready  and  fo 
pleafant,  that  no  perfon  would  hav^  Ivefitated  in  dedarii^  him  an  iiccom* 
plMhed  orator.  Neither  ware  the  endowments  of  hb  mind  inferior  to 
thofe  of  Ws  bcdy.  if  he  engaged  in  way,  whidi  he  feldom  did  but  for 
the  beil  reafons,  his  imderftandUig  and  prudeooe  contributed  much  to  fe^ 
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cure  lum  fuccda.  As  a  judge,  he  entered  deeply  into  die  nature  of  the 
caufe,  and  decided  on  the  principles  of  eqiuty  without  refped  of  perfons  } 
he  fliowed  ahrays  much  regard  to  honeft  men  j  and  thofe  that  were  ad- 
dided  to  theft,  he  feldom  failed  to  punifh  with  feverity.  His  temper  was 
mild,  his  Ihaimers  affable  and  pleafant :  he  was  charitable  to  the  poor  j 
kind  to  his  dependants  ;  generous  to  thofe  of  a  higher  flation  :  and,  what 
threw  a  bright  lufbre  over  his  whole  charader,  he  was  a  devout  worfhipper 
oftheMoftHighGoA. 


CHAP.     IV. 


n  THE  TRANSACTIONS  IN  THE  ISl^NDS,   TILL  THEY  BECAME  $UBJ£CT  TC^ 

THE.  CROWN  OF  ;3C0TLAND» 

This  daring  procedure  againft  one  of  fuch  high  rank,  fo  much  b^ 
bved,  and  his  own  near  relation,  fpread  fuch  terror  among  the  friends  of 
Saint  Magnus,  thstf  they  held  it  expedient  to  fubmit  to  Hacoq's  fway,  and 
were  prevailed  i^n  to  {weai  fealty  to  him*  He,  accordingly,  inflandy 
took  pofTeflion  of  the  whole,  earldom,  as  if  it  had  been  either  his  own 
conquefl^  or  had  defcended  to  him  as  an  inheritance  from  his  anceflors. 

Though  he  had  now  obtained  what,  for  many  years,  he  had  eagerly 
coveted,  and  ruled  without  controul ;.  yet  he  was  hi  from  enjoying  that 
happinefs,  which  he  fondly  expeded  to  derive  from  fuch  an  acceflion  to 
his  wealth  and  power. 

Amidft  aU  the  pleafures  w£th  which  lus  fituadon  fo  ampty  fumifhed 
him,  he  could  not,  in  his  l^ure  moments,  recoiled,  without  compunc* 
tion,  his  crimes ;  and  particularly,  the  recent  infbmce  of  his  perjured 
cruelty  againft  a  virtuous  perfon,.  fo  nearly  conneded  by  the. ties  of  blood. 
In  order  to  quiet  his  confcience,  and  atone  for.  his  crimes,  he  refohred,  in 
conformity  with  the  fuperflition  of  the  age,  to  fet  out  on  a  pilgrimage, 
firft  to  Rome,  and  thence  to  Jevufalem ;  and  foon  afterwards  accraiplifh- 
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«d*his  refokidoa.  HaTiog  perfoniijed  his  vow,  by  viikiag  t}ie£e  celebralQd 
fdacqs^  and  'walhod  bindjclf  in  the  nTer  Jordan,  he  rettsrnfid  hotoie  ^idi 
iu6  mind  mcDre  fafy^  and  began  a  new  courie  of  life.  Inftekd  .of  fdHom- 
ii!^  d^redajtaon  and  phac^,  in  wiiich  ke  had  delighted  i^iunnerly,  '^e 
linsdlfimt^  id  hie  ooimtry  joow  aairefted  his  att^stion.'  ttfte  cutdvated  and 
-pronKoted  ithe  .aits  of  poaoe^  -he  xetiti&eid  fome  aJMidei  i&.the  government »; 
and  enadted  maiiy  wiiie  Ikuws,  tt)y  {«hidi  ithe  pcmlegeB  cf  tbe  people  were 
ioth  eateocded  :2md  ^Graared.  By  uneans  «f  thefe  patriotic  dieeds,  and  o- 
lAwrsiofia'finBkirinatiHre,  his  iformer  ^u&ioqs  srere.alcnoft  'Qiitii:6ly  fergrtr 
ien;  iaiKii>eifaBcaJnBefo;ihiiily(&ied*in  nhe  dffeftions  of  his  fpeoj^,  that,. 
Qvken  he  idied,  :he  *seas  4idd  iki  the  opE^fl:  <gfa!leftd  xeffiJBnxbnuice. 

iBetrween  his  dhara&er  and  that.of  Jlis  jgcandfathor  {diere  was  a  -ftriktng^ 
fKraimty.  1Bi>i^  lof  rthem  iiad^  in  (the  £mrour  of  lyontfsi,  .and  asen  in  Tthe 
calmer  yigourjof  manhondy  sMlowed  the  bent  pf  jAtir  ownindxaqtifim, 
and/cammkt«d.niaiEf-ui^iift;axid;cnici  deeds  :  fboBi  c^^em,  xit  laft,  xe- 
fieded^on  jtheiri^rmer  troys iwith  hoitor,  and  had  r^cow&  todrqpeotanae 
^ad  T^ftmatitoMm-  !1Efae  rfirit  part  :of  ftfaetr  xmMbiSt'Virafi,  anra.g]?Qirt:  niea- 
•five,  ikiiAioDiediby  the jezsatoing  genius  iof.ithe.QldifyfteaEL,  .vdbile  therkt- 
tarimayeb^  (aorifidered^agdhe/gpninae&wtedaf  tJtejGhipiftiaa  toligion. 

After  Chriftianity  was  fntradskofidi^iitiefimsctochaterbe^^ 
4xdki¥«rd'i>y  tftofe  iton  who»were  4eft  )byithe  fcingjof  »fcIoDway ;  in  con- 
^unfiran^  it  Kiprobable,  'Ji^th/  iudi  ixHh  ife^mih}»  A»d  Mtwod  h^re  idieni, 
mriaamo^o^ier^jA&Aj^saxd&y  (withoiit  iwyrif^gtlar  itflj^^flietl  jkafl.    .-But  dt 
isanant^.^fltiennimd^ 'wb^dier  thie^  iW!«$  ^Uf  e^mliiti^a&k^  undidepmii^ 
ed  on  the  people  for  fubfiftence ;   or  whether  there  was  any  .dtguTir 
&bafdiiiati«h  ^amoog  fcWA,  ftnd  (fr  Smd  .^PPl^tMtei  iP  ifbrfp:  rfiipport.. 
SHiiis '  HMKh,  Jrawfe^r,  is  itwftaia,  th^t  rt^e  Jti^iPps  rf>f  Qlka&y .  «eiAA 
ttentiooed  %-  ihe  lEi^iHh  .wrkota.    jl^t«ts,  jtfie  jGhrog^ ;  pmhabtth^  dof ' 
«diat  hasiieen.afibl€d,  tbtf  t^.^#r^bii}l^pf  DT^k,  r^G^^r^/hcmdiin^ 
dum^t^lieihdaQar.^  m^siiiMtiqg  .p^tld^  ^.tlMS  i^tl&'&es,  -fixteniokd^ 
tlMr.vkwsdliUi&rilwi^JK)!^^  3^  GSbdi^. 

Iiwv^ever,  feem  to  have  been  nothing  but  titulars,-  without  power,  jurifdic- 
tion,  and  revenue,  and  treated  far  the  folc  puipofc  of  giyitig  to  the  fee  of 
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York  a  greater  fhow  of  power,  and  a  more  extended  authority.  To  this 
^efcription  we  are  inclined  to  think  belong  Thorolfus,  Adalbatus,  and 
^odblfu8  Novellus,  whom  we  find  denominated  biihops  of  Orkney,  as  we 
^have  no  evidence  of  their  either  having  teen  in  the  illands,  or  of  their 
Slaving  exerdfed^hex>ffice,  or  received  the  emoluments  of  the  Epifcopal 
*dignity,  ^Rioddlfus,  i)i{hop  ^of  Orkney,  however,  is  menticHied  as  a  wit- 
jiefs  to  a  charter  of  King  David  the  Firfl  of  Scotland,  {a) 

But  though  thefe,  and  feveral  others^  may  have  been  dignified  with 
'the  title,  for  the  fake  of  oftentation,  William  feems  to  have  been,  if  not 
.the  very  firft  ^bifhop,  ait  leaft  the  firft  who  had  a  fixed  refidence  in  the 
xountry.  {b)  To  that  office  he  was  appointed  fome  time  previoufly  to  the 
^murder  of  Earl  Magnus  ;  and  he  feems  to  have  held  it  for  a  long  period ; 
hut  it  is  not  known  whether  it  was  conferred  on  him  by  the  fufirage  of 
:the  people  or  the  clergy ;  or  whether  he  was  invefted  with  it  by  the  fo- 
*veragn  power.  Neither  is  there  any  account  given,  whether  he  was  a 
aiadve  or  a  ilranger  ;  but  he  refided  in  the  ifland  of  Eglifhay,  where  he 
was  very  frequently  ccmfuhed  in  matters  of  the  utmoft  importance ;  and, 
from  the  opinions  or  the  advices  which  he  gave,  and  indeed  firom  the  ge-^ 
neral  tenor  of  his  conduct,  he  appears  to  have  been,  for  that  age,  a  man 
of  uncommonly  good  fenfe  and  modaration.  {c) 

Hacon  had  been  twice  married,  and  left  by  each  of  his  wives  a  fdh^ 
the  one  of  whom  was  named  Paul  the  Silent,  and  the  other  Harold  the 
Orator.  Harold^s  mother,  Helga,  was  a  daughter  of  Maddan,  a  man  of 
great  wealth  and  influence  in  Caithnefs,  whofe  fon  was  Ck)unt  Ottar  of 
Thurfo. 

From  their  earlieft  days,  tibe  two  Iwrothers  had  fliown  difpofitions  ex- 
tremely diflimilar ;  and  as  foon  as  the  property  and  government  of  the 
earldom  came  ioto  their  hands,  that  difi^rence  was  ftill  more  confpicuous. 
In  fcarcely  any  point  could  they  agree  with  one  another.  Their  plans 
and  their  im:erefts  frequendy  interfered  ;  the  animofides  of  thdr  fiiends 
tended  to  widen  the  breach  which  their  natural  diipofidons  had  formed ; 

tod 


{a)  Keith's  Catalogue  of  Scotiih  Biihops.  >     (^  Torfaeus. 

(r)  Torfxi  rerum  Orcadenfium  hift. 
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and  their  contentions^  which  had  no  appearanc*  of  being'  fmothcti5d,  were 
often  on  the  very  brink  of  breaking  out  into  open  hoftiiay.  As  the  right 
of  primogeniture  was  not  then,  at  leaft,  generally  received,  the  tide  of  the 
one  was  equally  valid  with  that  of'^  the  other  to  the  earldom;  but  with 
fiich  tempers,  and  iuch  jarring^  interefts,  it  was  impoffible  that  they  could 
either  enjoy  ornde  ir together  ;  and  therefore,  convinced  of  this,  they  di- 
vided it  between  Aemfelvesi  each  having  one  half  of  the  iflands. 

Harold  had,  befides;  obtained'  from  the  Ming  of  Scodand  a  grant  of 
Gsuthnefe ;  which,  though  a  very  confiderable  acceffioa  to  his  fortune, 
neither  rendened  him  contented,  nor  gave  him  fuch  a  decided  fuperiority, 
as  fecured  peace  between  die  earh  ;  for  though  their  jroperty  was  now 
divided^  and>di&in£Hy  defined,  their-difputes  were  fo  far  from  bding  done 
awayj^  that*  tfiey  became  daily  more  violent    The  wifeft  of  thdr  friends 
perceived  the  probable  confequence.;    To  afvert  the  impending  calamities, 
diey  frequendy  confuked.  tc^;ethw ;  they  -  tried  to  fkid  out  expedients, . 
and^  in  fhort,  exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft,  to  bring  abbut  aTeconci- 
Uation.     For  this  en^  they  held'  confertnces^  with  the  earls  themfelves  j 
in  which  they  reprefented  in  ftrong  termsi  the  pernicious  conftquences 
that  mirfl  refult:  from  their:  contefts  :  they  AflSiaded  thlsm  from-  violent 
meafures  5  and  .propof^  terms  diat  to  bothf  b(  tteem  vsrould  be  equally  ad-  - 
iwmta^ous  and  honourable. .   The  confidential  friend  and  fpecial  favour-  - 
ite  of  Earl  Paul-  had  been  flain  by  fome  of  Earl  Harold-s  attendants  ;  on  * 
account'of  whichv  the  former  would  liflten  to  no  terms  of '  agreement,'  till  ^ 
the  latter  banifhed  the  perpetrators  of  that  deed/     Importuned  by  the  gen- 
demen  of  the  country,  Harold  confented  to  their  propoiM  ;  upon  which  1 
Both-  earls  agreed  to  f6iget>  all  theiranimofiries' and  contentions}  audi 
henceforth  to  cultivate  a  fmcere  amity^one  with  anoth^^;  and  with  a  view 
no  lefe  to  prove^  than  to confiimi'their  mutual  reconciliationj  they  engaged i 
to  entertain  ^ach  other  fpl^ndidhy  atthe  approaoHing  Chriftmas. 

Haroldy  as  foon  as  the  feftival  arrived,^  and  it  was  his  turn  to  enters  - 
tain  his  brother^  provided  whatever  was- mofl^rare^  delicious,  or  magnifi— 
oent,  for  a  fumptuous  entertainment  at  his  pakce  in  Orphhv  While  the  * 
banquet  l^ed,. Earl  Harold  having  by  accident  entered  one  of  his  rooms, %. 

XI  2,.  found  1 
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foH&4  Hd^  hb  tnoAety  and  hts  aunt  Fran^uAaitky  empkr}^ixi.embroidei> 
ing  If  fhitt  €i  fine  Inieh  ;  and  on  his  iaquMifigfer  whom  fuch  an  tepen&^ 
aad  beaififtfiil  fiiede  of  dse(k  was  mtetlded^  thef  tc^  htm  h- was-  for  £aii 
Pafid  hi8  brother.  Eiwaged  at  the  fbppofed  partklity,  he  taro-it  out  of 
their  haadi  ;  aod^  ridtwithftandiog  Aeir  ^otreadta^  attd  et«a  tbmr  mfinua^ 
tioiis  of  ks  frital  qiiaKty^  he  refolvcd  to  put  it  6n,  ^K'hatever  might  be  d» 
confequence.  This  he  accordwgly  did  ;  itnd^  m  tte  ftriit  w»  poifotoed^  it^ 
no  foofier  carme  in  contact  with  his  body^  <baa  bet.^as  fdzed  with  a 
ftpange  treWbliag^  fiacceeded  hf  |)Mn,  infoimiah  tfctt.he  was  caftied  to 
bed^  where,  in  4  flioit  fimey  hd  «|)irtd  in  the  moft  ertrttor  agony- 
Paul^  who  now^  with  the  endre  ccnfeitt  and  cocdiid  approbadoa  of  the  , 
inhalHtant^y  had  entered  into  fell  poflefficln  of  tibe  iOaDdsyb^an  to  turn 
his  thoughts  to  the  plot  that  had  boea  fem^  agatnit  bim ;  and,  bang 
convitK:ed  thob  f hofe  elceciWble  wretches  had  biteiided  tint  ^iaboical.  pote^ 
fent  for  hi»  deftruc^oii,  took  tte«6ites:  fof  eicfielliflg  bofth  them  fa£  their, 
atteodaate  from  Orkftcy  4 

He^^  Ma'g^et  her  daughlw^  Ffanqthatk^  add  JEriani  theibti  ofHs^ 
rc^d,  when  they  Wete  dnrott  fcwm  Ocphtif^  weitt  orer  tx>  dacdme^  and 
thence  travelled  farther  into  ihe  country,  tilL  they  readied:  the  lands  cf 
Frfuaqdbafk^  tliat  aro^  fupjpof^^feOhave  lain  in  Stttherhnd.  There  tfaey 
x:on^ued:  for  iom^  dme  hUdhlng  new  {^ots,  whkh  they  were  not  long  ia 
having  ready  for  execurioa 

In  the  mean  thjae^  a  oompetilor  arOle  &on  a  dijierent  (piarter,  who 
puit  in  bis  cl^tn^  fof  a  (hdre  of  the  earldom,  and  ioterrtqpted  the  repafe  of 
Earl  Paul  and  his  fubjeas. 

Kolus,  who  had  now  iKMUrried  the  daughter  g£  Erlend,,  and  lifter  of 
St  Magnus,  chofe  rather  to  live  cm  an  €&*te  whkh.  he  had  inherited  from 
Ills  fathar,  in  his  natite  land^  than  to  refide  on  that  given  him  by  his  fo^ 
vereign  in  this  country*  He  had  a  {on  named  Kolius,  after  his  grandfa- 
ther, who  was  greatly  dil^ngttifh^  am<tog  die  young  mto  of  his  tftne, 
no  lefs  for  the  uniirommon  beatity  oS  his  petfim^  than  for  his  various  ao- 
compliflitnents)^  His  flature  did  not  exceed  the  ocdinary  fm  ;  his  liinfai 
were  finely  poroportioned  j  his  hair  was  of  the  cotour  of  the  amethyft  j  and 

fuch 
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fach  201  ex^cettenc  oducadoa  had  he  received,  tdial  ftom  a  peem,  iakt  to  be 
yiet  eistssuit,  it  appears  that  her  was*  acquainted  with  nine  of  tkofd^  axts^  wliick^ 
wwe  then  heid  in  the  tughaft  eftimatiiinir     He  eoukh  pla^r  ft:ii6iU)r  at  che&v 
and  miks  ufe  of  the  Rimic  cbaradters  i  Pead  books,  compD^  pd^ms^  de%f- 
t^nmffy  htndle  die  o»r ;  wu»  well  fkilled  in  nsofic ;  coutd  A;ate  vrlth  wood^ 
ea  {hoes  en  ihe  fnow ;  and,  Ibendos-  all  ^efe  aecompti^ments^  thai^  wepe* 
farghty  valued^  be  couM  akb  woA  cunoufly  m  -wood  an*  iroit     By  viP- 
toe  of  thofe  eniowmeros^  combined  with  an  elegant  form  and  an  amiaye- 
difpofition,  he  foon  infinuated  hirafeif  fo  much  iato  the  favour  ctf  hi^  fo*' 
vvre^n^  that  be  created  hiai  an  darl ;  gramed  him,  at  the  fame  time^  as 
heir  of  &  Magnus,  one  h^f  of  the  iftands,  and  gave  Ima  the- name  of  Ro^ 
nald,  a&sr  Ronald  the  fon  of  j^fnis,.  whom  the  q«»een  dowager  had  de^ 
dfiwd  tobetha  baodf<s>meft  and  lineft  gemieman  of  ^U  the  e^iis  of'  Oritf- 
nei^    Bbt  fa  tang  as  die  whole  ppopevcy  wa»  ii^  fhe-handd^of  anoAier^  tit^ 
tiite  was*  onty  an  kicumlmmee^  and'  ^^  gi'Ant,  how^^erwell  intended^ 
oQfuld  be  confidened  faft  ao  othei^  fi^t  than  an  empty  mm^.  -  Te^  ren^r^ 
both  a  fubftantial  benefit,  commiffioners  were  defpatched  to  make  »qd^ 
fition  of  half  die  earkiom,  and,  in  cafe  c^  comj^nce^  to  hdd  ciK  iuch 
pwfiers  of  frkndflUp  as  k  beciune  one  relation  to  Ihow  to  anothte     Thej^ 
were  loc^ved  by  YjssA  Paul  with  haiighdnefs  aad  eofi^^npt ;  and  to '  th€^ 
domands  he  proudly  replied,  diat  he  would  give  up  no  part  of  his  eftivife 
to  a  remote  relation,  to  the  exclufion  of  the  fon  of  his  fitter  or  biodier/ 
whoie  right  was  unqueftionably  much  better  ;  and  that,  if  it  was  atteippt^ 
ed  to  be  wrefted  out  of  his  hands,  he  would  defend  it  by  force  of  ^n^, 
as  long  as  he  was  able  himfelf,  or  could  be  fupported  by  his  fHends,  and 
the  providence  <£  God. 

As  foon  as  they  received  this  anAver,  the  commiffioners,  agiBeabiy  to* 
tb«f  iftftniftions,  direded  thw  courfe  acrofs  the  Pendand  Frith,  and  ex** 
peditioufly  repaired  to  Franquhark,  and  her  friends,  with  <^ers  of  friend- 
fhip,  and  one  half  of  the  ifiands,  on  condition  that  they  would  enter  inr 
to  alfiance  with  Earl  Ronald,  and  allift  him  with  all  thar  force  in .  the 
war  againft  Earl  Paul,  in  which  he  was  likely  foon  to  be  engaged. 

Franquhapk,  and  her  fifl^  Hdga,  had  by  tlus  time  formed  very  im« 
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portant  coniiexions  in  Scotland,  by  the  marriage  of  Margaret,  Hacon^s. 
daughter,  to  Maddan  Earl  of  Athole,.  who  was  a  man  diftinguifhed  £orr 
his  wealth  and  his  power,  and  was  at  die  head  of  the  nobility,,  on  ac^ 
count  of  his  connexion  with  the  Royal  £unily.     But  afl  this  good  for-^ 
tune  had  not  been  able  to  erafe  from  their  minds^  the  memory  of  paft 
tranfadions,  in  which  they  had  contiaded  much  guilt :.  their  prid^  had 
been  wounded,  dieir  ambidon  blafled^  their  avarice  defeated^  and  they 
burned  with  cefentment  againft  Paul,,  whom  they  confidered  as  the  caufe: 
of  all  dieis  difappointments*. 

Befides  alj  this,  they  had  alio  an  eamefl  dedre  to  fee  young  Harold  ini 
the  enjoyment  of  his  grand£ither*s  dignity  and  eilate.  For  thefe,  and^. 
ibme  other  reafons,  the  two  filler^  joyfully  neceived:  the  intel%ence  off 
Ronald's  defigns :  tb^  receive  hb  ambafiadc!^  with  joy ;.  they  ^qpplaudedi 
his  application  to  them^aad  the  meafures  which  he  mean^tQ  purfue ;  and^ 
promiied  to  be  ready  to  fupport  hito  by.  the  middle  of  next  fummer,  when . 
diey  eKpeded  Ronald  would  be  over,,  and  haye.his  &rces  in  readmefs  to> 
join  thenu 

The  commiiSonershadfno  fboner:  returaed^ to  Norway  with  this  pleaiV. 
ng  anfwer,  than  Ronald,  confiding  in  fuch  powerful  aUies^  began  to  en- 
tertain the  mofi  iknguine  hopet^  of  fuccefa^,  and  found  little  difficulty  to: 
infpire  thofe/whom  he  meant  to  employ,  in. the  enterprife  with  the  fame: 
expeAations.  During  that  winter,,  aided  by  his^  father  Kolus,  he  made* 
every  preparation*  for  die  iiuended:  expedition;  Some  men  o£  eminence/ 
encouraged  his  afpiring  views  ;  many  adventurers  of  note  joined  the.  ar- 
mament; fo  that  in  aifhort  time- the  earl  found  himfelf  at  the.  head  of  a.-, 
fleet  of  fix  fidl,  well  ftored  and  fuflSdentiy  manned;.  The,  weather  foon, 
afterwards  proved  favouraWe,  and  he  fiuledfbrShetland,  where  he  arriv*^ 
ed  lafe,.  but  was  detained  feme  time  by  contrary  winds*  If  he  had  been^ 
aj£tive  and.  zealous  in- one  quarter,  Franquhark  had  been  no  lefe  fo  in  ano«. 
ther ;  and  fhe  had  now  eleven  fail  of  fhips  completely  equipped,  and: 
ready  at  the  time  agreed  upcm,,  to  join  thofe  of  her  ally,,  in  order  to  pror 
mote  their  refpediw  views*. 

Jn  the  mean  time^  Earl  Paul  received  the  firft  nodce  of  the  danger* 
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that  threatened  liim,  when  he  was  in  the  ifland  of  Roufay,  at  an  enter- 
tainment prepared  for  Iiim  by  Sigurd  of  Weftnefs,  his  prime  counfelldr 
and  confidential  friend.  To  this  place  he  fent  for  Kugius  and  Thorkd 
Flettar,  men  of  eminence  in  Weftray,  on  purpofe  to  confult  them  and 
Sigm'd  what  meafures  were  moft  proper  to  be  adopted  ;  and  as  they  gave 
very  different  opinions,  he  followed  the  plan  fuggefied  by  his  own  courage 
and  honour,  which  was,  inftantly  to  procure  what  force  he  could,  and  go 
out  boldly  and  attack  the  enemy.  All  his  friends  concurred,  and  cheer- 
fully contributed  their  affiftance  in  fitting  out  a  fmall  fquadron  of  fiVe  ftiips, 
with  which  he  intended  to  fail  diredUy  for  Shedand ;  but  on  weighing 
anchor,  notice  was  brought  him  that  a  fleet  was  feen  oflf  Pentland  Frith, 
fleering  to  the  north,  which  made  him  aker  his  refolution.  This  was 
Franquhark's,  as  he  conje<^red,^confifting  of  eleven  fail,  conmianded  by 
her  grandfon  Aulver  Rolla,  fon  of  Thaliot  of  Barkwick,  which  he  wifely 
determined  to  engage,  before  they  could  join  Ronald ;  and,  for  this  pur- 
pofe, fleering  to  the  eafl  of  Deemefs,  he  engaged  them  with  fuch  effe^ 
that  he  took  five  of  them,  and  put  the  reft  to  flight  After  he  had  piu> 
fued  them  along  the  eaft  coafl  of  the  nmnland,  and  pafl  Soudi  Ronald* 
fay,  as  far  as  the  Pendand  Frith,  he  returned  and  manned  the  fhips  which 
he  had  taken  from  die  enemy :  thefe,  togedier  with  his  own,  and  two 
galleys  that  he  had  received  as  a  reinforcement,  now  formed  a  fquadroa 
of  twelve  fail.  Trufling  to  thefe,  elated  with  fuccefs,  and  availing  him« 
felf  of  the  high  fpirits  his  men  were  in  firam  their  recent  vidwy,  he  fail- 
ed for  Shetland,  where  he  had  reafon  ftill  to  exped  the  enemy ;  and  be* 
fore  any  intelligence  of  either  his  intention  or  his  approach  was  received 
in  that  place,  came  on  them  fuddenly,  and  took  by  furprife  the  whole  of 
Ronald's  fleet,  which  he  carried  in  triumph  to  his  own  country.  Bdng 
now  in  great  force,  he  repofed  himfelf  for  a  litde,  received  the  congratu- 
lations of  his  friends  on  his  wonderful  and  unexpeded  fuccefs,  entertain- 
ed them  fplendidly,  and  received  affurances  of  their  future  fiddity,  and 
of  their  affiflance,  to  put  the  earldom  in  fuch  a  pofture  of  defence,  as 
would  enable  it  to  repel  that  iiivafion  which  he  had  reafon  to  dread  would 
fhordy  take  place.     To  render  the  ipeaiures  adopted  for  that  purpofe  the 
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rfedual,  h  was  imanimoafly  .agreed,  that  Kghthoufbs  Hiould  be 
«peaed  in  the  feverad  iftanda,  m  order  to  warn  the  people  of  approachmg 
^dang*r,  from  every  qaarter ;  but  «ipecially  from  the  ooaft  of  Shetland. 
The  firft  of  thefe  was  erefted  on  the  Fair-Hie,  as  bemg  neareft  to  that 
<!Ottntry ;  the  iiecond  on  North  Ronaddfiiy ;  tlie  thhxl  on  Sanday ;  tiic 
4&mh  on  Weftray  ;  tihe  H&ti  xm  Ronfay ;  and  the  reft  were  to  be  dapof- 
/«d  (among  the  other  iflands,  m  inch  'a  ainanner,  that  the  inhabkants  cpoM 
jiot  fell  to  be  op^miied  ctf  an  enemy's  approach  fufficiently  foon* 

In  the  mean  tone.  Earl  Ronald,  as  foon  as  he  could  &id  ^ps  in 

,  whidi  to  embark  the  fcanty  iiemams  of  his  army,  returned  hcHtie  widi 

flimne  'and  fcntow,  and  was  the  £rft  thstt  iicre  the  unpleafant  tidings  of 

4u8  unfdrtunale  dHafter  to  his  own  country.     Hb  father  -Kolns^  who  was 

^^rf^an  of  *gfeat  ferife,  revived  his  drooping  ifjpirits,  by  affiiring  him,  Aat 

^s  tfriends  weve  ready  to  aid  him  in  fitting  out  *  fuch  an  armaooient  as 

would  be  friffieSent  to  renew  the  enteprife  ;  which,  if  he  were  of  ihe  fame 

fenfimefats^whh  iiim,  they  fliowldbrendcr  famous,  either  by  their  own  feH^ 

^r'by  their  bblMQfing  the  dbjedL  at  wiudi  they  aimefl.     The  Kii^hhn£elf^ 

4!«lth'(<03homifae  ^#RS  a^j^ialtfilvom  to  pre£^t  liimwith 

A.i?6^(gjffiey.    \Hi6d6ridtida,  fclloMttiig  fudi  an  ilhifk'ioiis  eocamj^,  iur- 

^w§idd*men«idiiHip8.;  ^andObyifts  owtn  leionrlicms,  united  with  ttho&  df 

dns^^Mitr,  hi&iVMB  in^jfliortlhBexommanderrif  a^oet  ctf  fix  ihips,  itdl 

^tiiiti«pidwac9iiars,^laiid  other  fix  ;leaddd  with  iprovifions  and  mitttary 

.fteres.     After  odl'^een  Mady,<  Mid  qpreTkm%  to -.e^  vdho 

4i«fcsHfae  fodttef  ahe  tipeottkais,  inra  iiill  ^embly  of  their  fiends,  in  drBer 

(tfXFgire  more  dignity  to  ihe  entidqpfife,  :alid  Id  enfure  their  nonfideooe, 

Siadl^Mtmorfb  toiantexptflitotitbat  fhoW)^  deady  he  was  ^no  ^ffarang^r  to 

"^ibe  Shunnm*  dieaft« 

tie^ftatoffl,  HiatliBef  laiidslin  ipie&bn  had  been  rthe  property  of;  his  wtaie 
-8t  Mugnus,  iwivo  ]KKl>a^xniidi  better '^htto^tliem,  >and'wa5Jino]!e  poMar- 
HaaH  than  &ofe:fay^homtthe)r  mwe^^afsw  faekl.  To;him'ihsrefi>re  heou^ 
'«ow>to^8{^Iy'for<afiftaiice;  i&om  himiie'DUgfatto^requeft  the  fpcSHflion 
^0f  .tlieba^'^can'Mfaerllailce,  to  whidi  he/had  :an  midimbted  isight  He 
Miiertfsfe'odiortEdJiiB^fenito(B]dde:a  fetemn  irow.to  St  iM^gi^  ^^that  lif 
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ke  woi)ki  gTBJit  him  thofe  lamls  (at  which,  be  pointed)  as  his  p^ilrimonyy 
h^  wouW  bwitd  in  Kixkw^U  a  qhirch^  in  magnificent  iar  excelling  any 
that  had  ever  been  built  in  thei'e  iflandwS  ;  which  feoujd  be  dedicated  to 
kirn,  ai«i  which  thiMd:  have  ]?evenu©$  -appropriated  apipiy  fuificient  for 
its  foppoi-t ;  ih&R  the  bortjes  or  riChos  of  fk^  fs^pts  ihould  he  tran^orted 
thither^  and  Aat  it  flbould  hei)?:efofl^.be  ^e  feat  of  th^  bij(hops  of  Ork^ 

The  prqpofei  waa  uppfciudod  fey  the  ^wffeol?  affembly  a&  replete  with 
wifdoflv:  RonaJldli,  with  filial:  i^eveec^ioe  ajid  afied:ioii,  eampUed  with  his- 
father's  advice  j  the  vo^  waa  jnad^  ;  St  Magnus-  wjas.  iavokod  to  efpoufe 
their  ca«fo ;  a»d  the  moft  entire  confidence  wa»  repofed  m  himv  that  he 
woirid  crown  tb^  labours  with  final  fuccofs; 

Though  tlse  earl  Sonoerly  bad  mee  with  diiafteirsv  ma  fooaer  had  he 
performed  this  pious  deed,  than,  according  to  the  accounts  of  the  age,. 
hioaveo  aind  tmtkt  begags^  toi  fimle  oa  the  pixxjedod  enterprife ;  the  iky  be- 
eame  mild^  and  feren^ ;.  tihe  w>ea&er  iair  i  the  fia  fmooth ;  and  a  gende^ 
fcrecae  fpnmg  Dp  from  the  eafl,  to  waft  hk  fleet  m  fafety  to  the  willed 
fcr  i3ic»:e8b  Si^etland  iras:  tfee  phice  wbeie  h^  £bft  landed ;  ^d  thei^  in- 
ftead  of  liiaft  TefiiftaiDee  whick  hti  eiq^ed^M^  kt  vuet  wt^  con^^ulatioas 
firotjfi  the  pfiG^a,  who  flocked  to.  hbia  in  numbeia,  to  engage  in  his  fervice, 
ud  fumifk  hhn  widi  what  infonni^oa  he  ftDodi  in  aeed  c^  wi^  regtf d 
to.  the  fituatkui  of  tdae  a&iiw  ^f  Ofkoirpi  Thi^  &eoe  wa$;  now  totally 
ebsngod  ;l  fon,  ioftnd  of'tl^  ^bfMA  wid)  inEiudbL  he  h^^  heeh  fticioueded^ 
all  Afcgp  vote  arcJwerfcd  afpeftj  radfertonrfeenwd determined  to  pet^ 
feeote  hi^  reliatioa  Paid  w^  as  Qduch  foreiit^f  aa  ihe  htd  doa^  hikn  on 
« ifecent  c^afton*  S^  wbatiever  coixfidenc($^  1%»  xo%ht;  hm»  m  the  fiifipoit 
ef  St  Magnus^  enr  in  t]^  QOtu;age  aiid  fiddiljp  of  hk  tfOiope;:  hoiw^ver 
»»^hi^«i}g1|i^^:  lilted  it^ti^h^e^^  iiO»  tl^tr  Allowable  turn  ctf  his  af- 
i^  be  did  4tot  cooiider  it  prudent  te  ifegbSb  di^  fisratagems  thar 
xo^t  «IMMiy  tf^d  traakfin  ^  eaimxy.' 

H«  ti^erefiom  Ordoned  fgt&et  of  his  doaUisa^  ^^k  to  bo  i?owed  toward - 
ii^  CM»iey JAe«^  ^qd  d»  n(en  jki»  iye  oa  ^eni  oani,  «ldiaire^ir  &ik  4 
l^tlo^  to  ^e  tbem  tte  a{g)oaia»ce  of  a^  fleet  ai^  a  difiaoce.    Dtuii^  tfiye 
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day,  they  were  raifed  higher  and  higher ;  and,  by  the  time  they  were 
hoifted  to  the  maft-head,  they  exhibited  the  refemblance  of  a  fleet  near 
at  hand,  and  very  formidable. 

This  ftratagem,  which  was  intended  to  raife  difturbance  among  the 
people,  by  fpreading  a  falfe  alarm,  foon  had  the  defired  efFed:.  In  confe- 
quence  of  what  was  confidered  as  an  approaching  danger,  the  fires  were 
kindled  on  the  lighthoufes  to  give  the  appointed  alarm  ;  the  leading  meii 
affembled,  and  were  foon  joined  by  the  iitferior  ranks  from  every  quar- 
ter ;  but  when,  to  their  furprife,  no  fleet  could  be  feen,  they  were  at 
firft  in  fufpenfe,  and  foon  afterwards  they  became  fo  enraged  at  their  fu- 
periors,  and  particularly  at  the  Earl,  who,  they  imagined,  had  called 
them  from  their  bufmefs  without  any  reafon,  that  they  could  fcarcely  be 
prevailed  on  to  return  home,  without  raifmg  fome  dangerous  commo- 
tion. 

Another  expedient  was  adopted,  that  had  fome  influence  in  embar-* 
raflling  the  one  Earl,  and  feconding  the  views  of  the  other.  A  man  of 
fome  fagaeity  and  refoiution  was  prevailed  on  to  remove  with  his  fcunily 
to  the  Fairifle,  and  to  pretaid  that  he  had  been  ftript  of  all  he  had  by 
Ronald's  foldiers,  and  that  he  was  compelled  to  take  refuge  there  to  pre- 
,  ferve  his  life.  So  well  did  he  aft  his  part,  and  he  and  his  fons  fo  ingra- 
tiated themfelves  With  the  inhabitants,  by  their  readinefs  at  all  times  to 
ferve  them,  that  no  fiifpicion  whatever  was  entertained,  that  they  had 
come  oV^er  with  any  finifter  defign.  Attentive,  however,  to  the  bufinefs 
with  which  they  were  entrufted,  they  employed  every  dark  night  in 
drenching  with  water  the  wood  intended  for  the  lighthoufe;  fothat,  when 
Ron^d's  fleet  aftually  appeared,  no  art  could  kindle  it,  or  make  it  bum, 
io  as  to  ferve  the  purpofe  qf  a  fignal  of  alarm  to  the  iflands. 

By  thefe  and  other  means,  the  Earl  fecured  the  confidence  of  his  friends, 
and  diminifhed  the  power  pf  the  enemy  ;  and,  availing  himfelf  of  their 
ignorance  of  his  approach,  and  their  confequent  fecurity,  he  landed  fafe- 
ly  in  the  ifland  of  Weftray,  without  the  fmalleft  oppofiticMi.  The  fame 
haplpy  fuccefs  attended  him  in  other  places.  Many  of  the  moft  conflder- 
able  inhabitants  haftened  to  rank  themfelves  undet  his  banner ;  their  friends 
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and  followers  were  as  forward  in  joining  them  ;  fo  that  he  foon  faw  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  fuch  ;a  refpedlable  force,  as  to  be  able  to  contend  with 
his  foe  on  equal  term^. 

No  fooner  had  Paul  received  information  of  his  arrival,  and  the  alarm- 
ing progrefs  he  had  made  in  gaining  over  the  people  to  efpoufe  his  caufe, 
than  he  began  to  confult  thofe  in  whom  he  had  the  greateft  confidence, 
what  courfe  he  ought  to  fteer,  to  avoid  the  impending  ftorm^  Diftraifled 
with  different  counfds,  and  uncertain,  perhaps,  of  the  fidelity  of  even 
thofe  wh6  yet  adhered  to  his  intereft,  he  requefted  the  interference  of 
Bilhop  William,  and  prevailed  Ud  far,  that,  by  his  judicious  mediation,  a 
truce  for  two  weeks  was  obtained,  in  order  that  matters  might  be  better 
arranged  for  bringing  the  points  in  difpute  to  fome  termination.  That 
interval,  which  the  Earl  meant  to  have  fpent  with  his  friend  Sigiu-d  of 
Weftnefs,  partly  with  a  view  to  receive  his  advice,  and  that  of  his  other 
firiends,  and  partly  for  the  purpofe  of  feftivity,  proved  fatal  not  only  to 
his  caufe,  but  even  to  his  liberty.  The  Earl  had  a  particular  favourite, 
whofe  name  vras  Olave  of  Gai'rfay,  a  man  of  high  rank,  married  to  a 
lady  named  Aflief,  defcended  of  an  honourable  family,  and  diftinguiflied 
for  an  heroic  dilpofition,  who,  though  they  belonged  to  this  place,  lived 
at  Dungfbay  in  Caithpefs.  Among  other  children,  they  had  a  fon,  whofe 
name  was  Swdn,  to  which  he  added  that  of  Aflief,  fi-om  his  mother* 
This  Swein,  'the  fon  of  AlUef,,  who  difcovered  himfelf  afi;erwards  to  be  a 
man  of  a  daring  fpirit,  much  iagacity,  and  of  a  reftlefs  difpofition,  lived 
in  Caithn^fs  with  hia  father,  till  their  houf2  was  burnt  by  Aulver  Rofta, 
at  the  inftigation  of  Franquhark,  when  be  found  it  a  matter  of  expediency 
to  fly  that  country,  and  take  refiige  under  the  protection  of  the  Earl  of 
Orkney,  who  then  refided  in  Orphir. 

There^  Paul  had  a  magnificent  palace  ereded  on  an  eminence,  belund 
which  there  wa^  a  gende  declivity,  and  above  it  a  hill ;  and,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  mainland,  the  bay  of  Fordi,  in  which  is  the  ifland  of  Dam- 
fey,  with  a  eaftle  on  it,  of  which  the  governor  at  diat  time  was  Blain, 
the  fon  of  Thorftein  of  Fiddemefs.  In  this  palace  was  a  large  hall,  caV- 
culated  to  contain  a  great  many  guefts.  In  the  fouth  wall,  and  near  thje 
/      .  X2  eaft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i6*  HISTORY    OIF  Booxn. 

^aft  'Corner,  which  joined  the  fiies  of  ihe  court,  was  a  iloor^  and,  be£oM 
k,  an  elegant  chapel,  to  whidh  there  was  accefe  l^  tfiat  door  from  the  haU 
or  dining-room.  To  a  perfon  entering  the  court,  there  was,  on  the  left 
^and,  a  large  vaulted  ceHar,  in  which  were  laid  up  mdny  large  caiks  full  of 
rale,  and,  in  the  palace,  another  door  oppoffte-to  him,  that  led  to  iai  draw^ 
ing-room.  To  tliis  fpacious  and  hofpitable  abo^,  the  Eari  had  invited  bis 
friends  to  fpend  the  Chriftmafe,  T^is  Chejr  feetned  to  have  done,  with  n 
due  mixture  of  innocent  mirth  and  unaided  piety,  till  a  quarrel,  found- 
ed on  an  old  family  feud,  unhappily  arofe,  in  vAndi  Swcin,  the  fon  df 
Aflief,  flew  Swein  Buftrop,  one  of  the  Earl's  braveft  ferrants.  As  this 
deed  feemed  to  have  been  done,  in  a  great  meafure,  in  felf-^efence,  Jt 
might,  of  confequence,  ha>ie  been  eafily  pardoned,  and  in  all  probability^ 
would  have  been  fo,  had  he  delivered  himfelf  inftsmdy  to  juftice  or  roeiv 
cy  ;  but  his  negleding  to  do  this,  fo  tikich  ofifended  the  Earl,  that  Swein 
thought  it  prudent  to  make  all  the  hafte  he  could  to^rvoid  his  Vfengeftnce, 
In  order  to  this,  he  took  refi^  the  <irft  night  in  ^thffe  alMe  of  I]kamfey ; 
thence  he  went  to  Eglefay,  to  ftate  liis  circumftattices  to  Mfliop  Wiffiatti, 
vfho,  on  hearing  his  cafe,  advifed  him  to  lofe  no  time  in  ^mo^ng  (o  a 
friend  of  his  in  the  weftem  iflands.  Thither  he  Went  without  <klafy,  anfl 
remained  fome  time  pondering  on  Ms  tredtment ;  and,  on  that  account, 
foftering  in  his  bread  the  keeneft  refentment,  and  breathing  nothing  hUt 
vengeance.  In  this  temper  of  mind,  he  went  over  to  the  Earl  of  Athole, 
and  his  wife  Margaret  the  daughter  c^  Earl  Hacon ;  and  With  them  fpertt 
Ibme  time  in  hatching  many  wicked  plots,  among  which  this  was  one, 
*o  feize  Earl  Paul,  and  carry  him  a  prifoner  into  Scotland. 

To  that  Eari  and  his  wife,  who  fo  eameftly  deflred  to  have  their  in- 
fant Ion  Harold  raifed  to  the  earldom  of  Orkney,  no  fcheme  could  have 
teen  devifed  that  was  more  acceptable  ;  and  therefore  nothing  was  want- 
ing, on  their  part,  to  confirm  him  in  his  defign,  and  enable  him  to  execute 
f nch  a  defpcrate  enterprize.  Incited  to  a<^iOn  by  their  flattery  and  pro- 
mifes,  no  lefs  than  by  his  own  defire  of  rex^enge,  and  his  natural  propenfity 
JO  attemtpt  whatever  was  bold  and  perilous,  he -equipped  agaHey,  on  boawl 
rf  which  he  put  thirty  men  feleded  for  the  ^urpoTe  ;  and,  -(leering  di- 
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areiaijr  iwbrth,  failed  ^by  tke  weft  ocwift  of  the  mamland,  through:-.  Evie 
Sound,  for^the  ifland  of  Rou&y.  As  he  approjurhed  the  tflKope,  Jaie  <rft»- 
cealed  mangr  of  his  men,  to  prevent  ttoir  r^ng  an  alarm  by  their  $$>- 
peoraace^  aend,  iindar  the  pretenoe  of  faetng  mexchanta,  come  for  the 
purpofe  of  traffic,  he  accofted  the  iirft  hihabkants  »he  ;6rwr,  from  'wh0fn 
die  learned,  thi[t  the  Ead  was  iftiil  ihere,  scad  at  that  time  amUfmg  hvA- 
ielf  wkh  catching  ottera,  in  the  causes  iioirmed  b^^tfae  iiea  jn  a  preoi^af^- 
ly  ^Em  the  well  end  of  the  ifland. 

The  objed  he  had  mofl  at  heart,  feemed  nowlo  be  igainad  ;  and  ;an 
opportunhy  fo  ^vourabte  was  hot  to  be  tm^e&3^  He  knded  his  men, 
and  haftened  to  the  place,  where  he  cut  10  pieces  the  mod  of  his  guai^, 
wkh  the  lofs  only  of  fix  of  his  own  men  ;  feiziediliie  Eaarl,  in  fpite  of  all 
his  t^fboioe,  and  digged  him  on  ;bQaard  iiis  g^y ;  ^ith  which  he  rism- 
^nediattely  failed  the  iame  ^touvfe  iie  i^aioe,  till  :he  reached  Murray,  whente 
he  travelled  vrithlhk  prsfiaoer  by  land  lb  Mboie. 

'lb  this  day,  along  the  (hove  Jsetween  ISkebrohead  and  the  hon^e  of 
Wefhiefs,  there  is  a  plain  on  ti^ich  are  Tstft  jruiha,  and  ^fftmm.  that 
h$i7e  been  found  to  contsun  fwords,  ihehnets,  heads,  oomba,  and  ibtnerother 
articles  ;  and  themame  of  Swendro,  whkh'that  place'ifill  hears,  pdinbs  at 
otit,  v^th  much  probability,  as  die  ibene  iof  that  ndBurigfus'^capture.      .  . 

The  unfortunate  Earl  was  no  fboner  introduced  into  his  fifter's  .hoofe, 
than  he  was  kept  in  dde  confinement,  in  conflant  dread  of  immec&Bte 
^eath  ;  fo  that  the  only  means  he  could  devife  for  his  £i£iety,  was  to  cxxi- 
vey  to  young  Harold  hk  nephew,  aU  his  right  iaiKl  tide  to  the  eaddoai  gof 
<Waaey,  whidh  he  accordingly  did. 

"Meantime,  viarious  were  the  conjei3:ures  with  refpaft  to  what  had  lie* 
fallen  him,  and  his  friends  fuflered  a  psdnful  flate  of  fuTpenfe.  lAnudfl 
the  ^enettl  uncertidnty,  many  innocent  perfons  were  iufpedted,  e^edaUy 
fuch  as  had  fhown  an  inclination  to  lean  to  ^Ronald's  fide.  Doubts  asud 
feajs  were  entertaitied  by  many ;  for  as  he  had  been  f^zed  fiiddaily,  and 
carried  off  with  equal  fecrtecy  and  expedition,  no  certain  iaformationK>f 
J#vhat  had  been  his  fate,  could  poffiWy  be  obtained. 
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Swein's  anival  from  the  fouth  foon  afterwards,  put  an  end  to  all  this 
'  anxious  uncei:taint5r,  and  fubfHtuted  forrow  and  lamentation  in  the  room 
of  thefe  doubts  and  fears  ;  for  that  bold  warrior  declared  openly,  by  the 
mouth  of  the  Bifliop,  into  whofe  protection  he  had  again  put  himfelf, 
diat  Earl  P^ul  was  now  in  the  clofe  cuftody  of  the  Earl  of  Athole,  and 
in  a  condition  that  totally  difqualified  him  from  ever  returning  to  his  na- 
tive land.  His  countrymen,  among  whom  he  was  much  beloved^  hav- 
ing heard  the  particulars,  mourned  his  unhappy  fate,  and  were  inconfo- 
lable  that  they  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  eSeO,  his  delivery. 

From  his  life  it  appears,  that  though  he  was^  well. qualified  to  condu£t 
the  bufmefs  of  war,  he  difcovered  no  averfion  to  pacific  rrieafures.  His 
manners  were  more  gende  than  were  common  in  that  age  ;  he  was  gene- 
rous to  all,  particularly  to  his  friends  ;  both  in  public  and  private  he  fpoke 
Ktde }  and  he  employed  others  to. fpeak  for  him,  in  thoie  aflemblies  of 
his  people  which  he  fometimes.  found  it  convenient  to  hold. 
i  Rc»iald,  now.  that  his  rival  was  removed,  was,  raifed,  by  the  univer- 
fal  confent  of  the  inhabitants,  to  be  fole  Earl  of  Orkneyi  As  foon  as  he 
found  himfelf  firmly  and  tranquilly  fixed,  /he  began  to  think .  of  perform- 
ing his  vow,  Which,  on  a  former,  pccafion,  he  had  fo  folemnly  n^e. 
His  father  Koltis,  who  had  advifed  thfe  meafure,  was  prefent;  and  was 
ready  to  lend  his ;  aid  in  its  execution. .  He  ordered  the  materials,  and 
wliatever  elfe  was  neceffary  for  the  building.;  he  marked  out  the  form 
and  dimenfions,  and  appointed  the  workmen  their  refpeftive  t^fks  ;  and, 
when  the  foundation  of  that  magnificent  jftrufturj^  had  been  l^d,  and  the 
work  advanced  rapidly  for  the  firft  year;  but  lartguifhed  in  th^  two  fucceed- 
ing  for  want  of  money,  that  wife  man  advifed  his  fon  to  .repeal  that  law 
by  which  the  Earls  fucceeded  to  the  feus,  on  condition  that  the  proprie- 
tors  would  purchafe  that  privilege,  at  the  rate  of  a  mark  for:  ty^xy  plough- 
gung^  to  be  applied  in  finifhing  fo  tdigioua  a  ^oifL  .     , 

His  fon,  the  Earl,  faw  the  propriety  of  the  propofal,  and  cheerfuHy 

complied  with  his  advice ;  and  no  fooner  had  he  called  an  aflembly  of  the 

gendemen  to  make  the  overture,  than  all  heartily  agreed,;  and  the  uk)- 

';iiey  taifed  from  that  fale,  was  found  fufiicient  to  finilh  the  noble  edifice 
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of  the  Cathedral  of  St  Magnus,  which  is,  to  this  moment,  an  interefting 
objeft  to  every  man  of  tafte,  and  the  ornament^  not  of  the  town  only  in 
which  it  is  fituated,  tut  of  tlie  whole  iflands. 

The  ftridt  performance  of  this  vow,  which  was  juftly.- regarded  as  s( 
pious  deed,  tQgether.with  his  mild  and  equitable  adminiftration,  .procure5d 
him  the  aflfeaions  of  the  people. 

When  he  had  beai  about  two  years  in  pofleffion  of  the  whole  earl-- 
dom,  an  embaflTy  arrived  from  the  Earl  of  Athole,  at  the  head  ■  of  which 
was  Bifhop  John,  demanding  one  half  of  Orkney  for  his  fon  Harold,  in 
whofe  favour  his  uncle  Paul  had  refigned  his  entire  claim^  and  engaging, 
that  if  that  demand  were  complied  with,  Harold  fhould  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Earl  Ronald,  not  only  in  his  earlier,  but  in  his  riper. years  ;  and^ 
in  any  difference  that  might  arife  between  theiii,  RonJald*s  will  (hauld  be 
the  law,  - 

To  this  demand,  which  appeared  reafohable,  Ronald  was  not  of  a  tem- 
per to  make  any  objedion,  and  therefore,  during  the  enfuing  Lent,  he 
went  over  to  Caithnefs;  and,  on  the  very  terms  propofed^  entered  iitfo,  \ 
and  concluded  a  treaty  of  friendfliip,  as  the  foundation  .of  rfuttire  trsui'- 
quiUity*  In  order  to  render  it  more  firm  and  permanent,*  it  was  confl* 
dered  as  proper  to  communicate  that  league  to  th^  refp^^ve  country- 
men ;  and  this  being  done,  it  was  ratified  by  a  moft  folemn  oath  of  the 
nobles,  of  both  Orkney  and  Scodand. 

Harold,  now  a  partner  in  the  earldom,  camie  over  wiA  his  new  friend 
Earl  Ronald,  and,  in  company  with  them^  a  man  of  the  name  of  Thor- 
biom  Clark,  to  whofe  care  was  entrufted  the  young  earl's  education. 
^  This  man  wasi  brave,  ftrong,  and.  of  great  agility ;  well  calculated  for  con- 

1  during  matters  of  impartadce,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  proud  and 

arrogant,  and  made  no  fcruple  to  violate  the  laWs  of  integrity.     He  had 
married  a  fifter  of  Swein,  the  fon  of  Aflief,  with  whom  he  lived  on  terms- 
of  pretty  ftri£t  fiiendfliip,  founded  on  »  fimilarity  of  charader ;  and  re* 
fided  fometimes  in  Scotland,  and  fometimes  in.  Q|!kney.     Under  his.  tui« 
tion,  liowever,  young  Harold  feehis  to  have  made  great  improvemeati;. 
and  he  and  his  illuftrioiis 'relation  lived  tc^ether  with  die  cordiaUtyliQfj; 
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hf  oth»s ;  fb  that  all  the  branches  of  the  widely  extended  earldom  ftou- 
rifhod  gready  under  tlieir  yoint  dominion. 

Such  a  favourable  opinion  did  Eari  Ronald  entertain  of  Hafold's  un- 
derftanding,  and  fiich  was  die  confidence  he  repofed  in  his  juftiee  and 
wif(tom,  that,  when  he  formed  the  reibludon  of  travelling  ioto  diftac^ 
countries,  he  committed  the  whole  management  of  affairs  to  him,  thought 
he  did  not  exceed  twenty  years  of  age ;  and  the  manner  ia  which  he 
conducted  himftif  in  that  truft^  ihdwed  that  it  coukl  fcarcely  have  be^i 
placed  in  better  hands. 

,  "Xbe  very  year  in  which  Rcmald  departed  for  Conftantmople  and  the^ 
Hoty  Land,  the  king  of  Norway^  trufting  to  ihe  ahfence  of  the  one  earl^ 
aAd  the  youth  apd  inexperieqce  of  the  other,  refolved  to  e&abliih  or  re^ 
new  his  fovereignty  im  the  iflands.  l^or  this  end  h^e  axrived  in  South  Ro- 
naldlay,  with  a  number  of  troops  on  board  a  formidable  fleet  j  and^  as 
ibo&^i»  he  learBddtiliat  Hardd,  in  the  abience  of  his  relation,  had  gone 
ouer  ta  C2^disic&,  he  made  all  the  deipatch  m  his  power  to  crofs  the 
flitbi;  ficft  captured  Jm  &ap  in.  die  road;  and  then  feized.  him  in  the 
trm^oS'  Thiirfb,  wi^.b6)waa  nivki;  no  apprehenfion  of  dangen  Havw 
ing' lKu#  got Um  iofio  hisf poiouer,  it  was  eafyto  preferibe  terms  ;  he  there- 
fo^d-cemp^ted  h^  ta  parf  itu^&ti  marks  of  giold ;  amd  pubKdy  to  acknow^ 
l^e^timt  be^hdld  at  pmfent^  and  weold  ia  fetture  hold,  the  earkbm  fwok 
the  crown  of  Norway.  ' 

^'  l&rcl  as  this  saflifthToetttGii  toiaryoon^  man  i»  his  oirctimftattces^  M^ 
prudbnce  and  refdoiiosi  i««re.fpxm  pmt  to  a  much  naore  fjevcre  te& 

.  S)3an:efy  twa  yapuv  had  ebpfed  firom  die  dq)avtuiie  of  Ron^d,  vrlusira. 
ckutt  was  madeoa  his.efUtehy  Ertea^  fpn  of  Harold  the  Qrali^, 
wiiOs  "^^^^  ^  deaih.'O&CcnBtLt  Ottar,.  had  for  die  nncoft  part  Isbnedrat  Thur*^ 
£^  j.^CMDetinvea  v?^  tbe  W«ftern  Ifles;  asul  was,  according  to  the  cuftcm^  e£ 
tkidages  Stwjaetidy  eovployod  m  predatiory  expeditzoiia  Great  hopts 
wetfe  imleitained:  T^e^ii^  ^Aia  young  nobleman. 

>:ilHaB  waa  afikbleta&oh  as^'trare  of  an  inferior  rao^  ;  geBsraus  to  hia 
rflMKOii»aiid[ius  ItisA^i  extremety  wiffing  to  Mca  K^  gcx)d  coon^i^. 
afidi;l!tf^^«titkttu4iy  od^  eacettedt  audi  amiable  xfiaalides,  ibcored  him. 
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tjae  efteem  of  his  foldier^  and  thci  attachment  of  his  dependants^  of  which 
the  number  was  very  confideraWei 

The  grant  of  half  of  Caithnefe,  with  the  title  a^  dignity  of  an  earl^ 
had  been  conferred  on  him  hj  M^colm,  king  of  Scotland;  as  they  hacl 
been  on  his  father  before  ;  and  when  he  came  to  take  pofTefiion,  he  a^ 
vaMed  himfelf  of  drcumftances  to  demand  one  half  of  the  ifland& 

Harold^  atte»tLve^  to  thp  chaijger  with  which  he  was  entruftedj  and  con* 
fident  of  his  own  fuperior  flrength,  refUfed  all  compliance,  as  equally  un- 
j^itable  to  his  intereft,  his  chacado:,  and  his  dignity  ;  and  when  the  gentle- 
men of  the  country  interesfted  themfehres  in  favour  of  the  claimant,  and 
ui^ed  ibie  propriety  of  complying  with  his  demand,  he  refifted  their  im- 
portunity,  and  periifted  firmly  in  his  oppofition.  A  peace,  however,  waa, 
at  length  agreed  on^  to  condmie  for  the  %ace  of  one  year ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  half  of  tbe  earldom  v^ras  to  be  yielded  up  to  Erlend,  pro- 
vided  he  obts^ed  the  qcjifent:  of  the  prince  who  then  ruled  b  Nor- 
way.. 

Without  lois  of  tiine^  he  embraced  the  firff  occafibn  to  fail  for  that 
country,  and  had  caufe  to  congratulate  himfelf  on  his  fuccefs,.  in  as  &r  a» 
he  readity  obtained  firom.  th^t  monarch  every  right  that  he  could  give  to 
the  eftate  that  Ea^l  Harold  thenrpofleded^ .  He  now  retun^  home,  pleaf-» 
ed  and  elated  with  hia  fuccefs  in  this  refpe^,  in  hafte  to  demand  the  ful-r 
filmept  of  the  agreement;  s^idwhea  the:  eari:  ^efiifed  to  fulfil  the  d^ed, 
ke,  by  tbe  affiflance  of  the  bQld,and  fa^iow  Swelp^.  the  fon  of  Aflief, 
aflawlted  his,  cafUe  with  fire  and  fword^  whicl»>  though  defend^  with 
braviery,  he  wouM  have  fi3on  reduced  to  afl^ee  j  had;not  Harold  confented, 
in  prefence  of  many,  gentlemen<of  the  country,  to  deliver  up  the  half  of 
^  iflands  to  him  i,  and^.  at  the  &me  time^  fwera  folemnl)^  that  he,  would 
aever  afterwards  demand'  r^tutipn^  Having  thus  |^  accompUfhed ' tlie 
©bjeahe  aimedat,  he  coHvened  an  affemUy, .  ^  which  allthe  ii>hdhitants 
^fnded,  and  laid  before  them  the  rigjits  he  had  received,  which,  upon: 
accurate  examination^  being  found  valid^  they)  aU  che^rfwUy  agreed  t^. 
tnMD^er  their  obedience  to.himi 

Ead.  EopakI,  isetuming  foon  afi^rwards-  from  his  eaflem  travels,,  wafi. 
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informed  of  ''all  that  had  paflTed  ;  and,  in  a  meeting  held  on  purpofe  to 
fettle  the  new  arrangement,  it  was,  after  much  deliberation  and  many  ar* 
guments,  at  laft  a^eed,  that  the  iflanda  fliould  be  equally  divided  between 
Ronald  and  Erlend,  who  ftipulated  to  combine  their  force  to  oppofe  Ha- 
rold, or  any  one  elfe  that  fhould  venture  to  invade  them.  This  agree- 
ment, which,  on  the  part  of  Ronald,  had  been  entered  into  more  from  ne- 
ceffity  than  choice,  and  in  dire<3:  violation  of  former  engagements,  wa« 
not  of  long  duration. 

Harold,  afta:  being  conflrained  to  part  with  his  eftate,  and  deliver  i% 
with  all  its  rents  and  emoluments,  irrevocably  into  the  hands  of  his  ene-^ 
tny,  haflened  indignantly  into  the  fbuth  to  his  fiiends ;  and  as  foon  as,  by 
their  aid  and  his  own  influence,  he  had  raifed  an  army  adequate  to'  the 
end  in  view,  he  returned  to  the  north  with  as  much  precipitation.  By 
the  time  he  reached  Caithnefe,  Ronald,  who  had  been  in  the  adjacent 
country;  met  him  ;  and  loon  afterwards,  in  a  meeting  held  in  the  Caftle 
of  Thurfo,  both  of  them,  without  fcnqple  or  hefitation,  dilir^arded  die 
treaties  which  they  had  folemnly  entered  into  with  £.iiend,  and  entered 
into  a  new  one  between  themfdves.  N6ither  of  them  wanted  ftrong  mo* 
tives  to  adopt  this  difhonouraUe  meafure.  The  intereft  of  at  leafl  one 
party  was  deejJy  concerned  ;  they  were  intimatdy  conneded  by  the  ties 
t)f  blood,  of  early,  long,  and  intimate  friendihip,  and  die  ties  of  guardian 
and  ward,  which  were  perhaps  as  ftrong  as  any  of  them ;  and  thefe  confi^ 
derations  appearing  fuperior  to  all  odiers,  pfevsdled  with  them  to  exclude 
totally  their  other  relaticm,  wd  make  between  themfelves  a  new  partition 
of  die  earldonu  This  partition-treaty  waa  no  Iboner  finiihed,  than  th^ 
two  earls,  happy  iti  the  company  and  fiiendfliip  of  each  other,  failed  fik 
their  refpeftive  feats  with  a  fleet  of  fourteen  fliips  ;  and  having  touched 
firfl:  at  WidewaD,  and  then  at  Scapa,  it  was  confidered  as  moft  convenient 
to  ftation  the  vrhole  of  them  In  the  harbour  of  Kerfton,  near  Stromnefs.  ' 

In  the  mean  time,  Erlend  and  his  friend  Swein  being  at  South  Ro* 
naldfay,  when  the  firft  notice  was  brought  them,  of  the  recent  agreement 
into  which  the  two  earls  had  entered  at  Thurfo ;  and,  having  neither  mi- 
litary nor  naval  force  fuflRcient  to  oppofe  to  theirs,  wifely  refolved  to  a- 
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lM)i4  opea  and  aTOwed  war,  ahd  to  try  the  effeft  of  ftratagem.  With  this 
view  thejr  went  over  to  Caithnefe,  as  indeed  tl^ir  fafety  at  that  time  die- 
tatedy '  and  there  caufed  a  rumour  to  be  fpread,  that  thef ,  r^ardlefs  of 
what  had  happened,  were  iMify  in  making  preparations  for,  and  had  thek 
minds  fully  beat  on  a  w^em  e^tpedkion* 

To  throw  the  earls  more  effeduaUy  off  dieik*  gttard,  and  thereby  exe* 
cute  their  plan  with  le&  hazard  and  more  certainty,  they  embarked  their 
ttoops;  and,  wei^iing  anchor^  rowed  with  all  poflibld  vigpw  along  the 
north  coaft,  till  they  coidd  no.  longer  be  defcried  froot  Orkney,  when, 
putting  about;  they  failed  back  fpeedily  with  &  favourable  gale^  fmd^  by  a 
fiidden  furprife,  took  the  whole  fleets  while  the  earls  themfelyes  had  a 
tery  narrow  efcape ;  and  fbon  afterwards,  to.  avoid  fardier  dwger,  fled 
with  a  few  attendants  only  into  Caithnefs;. 

Erlend,  now  in  pofliefiion  of  the  whole  naval  f)rength,  and  indeed  thfr 
entire  dire^on  of  the  whole  ijQands,  had  the  precaution  to  omfult  his 
principal  oflicers  widi  refped  to  the  harbour  in  whiclv  his  fleet  fhould  be 
ftationed,  in  ord^  to  be  moA;  free  from  danger^  r^adieft  for  lUtack,  aAd«> 
at  the  fame  time,  moft  convenient  for  obfervation*     Swein,  with  his  ufual 
penetration  and  fagacity,  declared  in  favour  of  fome  of  the  fine  harbours, 
in  Waes,  wiule  dtliecs  fbrenuon^y  coftftoded  for  the  Bay  of  Frith,^  by  the- 
tOand  of  Damfay ;  which,  though  certainly  inferior  in  moft  refpeds,  was 
preferred,  perha^,  on  account  of  its  vicinity  to  JtLirkwall.     As  tlie  fhips, 
therefwe,  lay  very  near  the  ifland,  the  Earl  {peat  his  time  on  board  his. 
&ip  and  iii  the  Caitie  of  Damfay,  indulging  himf^  with  his  friends  in 
£bcial  intercourfe,  with  too.  little  apprehenfiOi;v  of  furprife  or  dread  of 
danger ;.  and,  in  this,  flate  of  injudicious  fecority,  and  in  the  abfence 
of  Swein,  who  had  gone  to  Sandwick,  to  ft^e  feme  domeftic  mat*< 
ters,  he  was  fuddeniy  attacked  by  the  two  Earls;  and,  be^Dtie  his  men 
could   come  to  his  relief,   flain   in  a  flate  of  fhan^eful  intoxication.        Il^*4<;, 
His  body^  as  foon  as  it  could  be  found,,  was  taken,  up,  and  carried  to 
mtkvralt^  where,  with,  due  regard  to  his  dignity,  it  was  depofited  in  ther 
«tfc.e<kal. 
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From  this  time,  the  two  Earls  lived  in  the  utmoft  harmony,  as  indeed 
they  had  done,  wiA  only  one  interruption,  ever  fmce  Earl  Paul's  cap- 
tivity J  and  neither  any  ferious  attack  from  without,  nor  commoticm  from 
within^  for  a  length  of  time,  happened  to  diflnrb  their  tranquillity* 
Happy  in  each  other's  fiiendfhip,  and  the  efteem  of  thdr  countrpnen, 
diey  performed  with  pleafure  their  refpe(Siive  duties,  and  amufed  them-* 
felves  occafionally  with  hunting  and  fifliing ;  and,  while  Harold  confined 
.  his  attention  mofUy  to  f^vate  matters,  public  afiairs  were  under  the  ma^- 
nagement  of  Ronald,  in  virtue  of  the  original  contra^ 

This  union,  which  had  been  ib  firm,  cordial,  and  lafting,  was,  how« 
ever,  foon  diflblved  by  the  hands  of  an  aflaifin. 

Thorbiora  Clark,  the  preceptor  of  Earl  Harold,  wa£  a  man  of 
ftrong  and  unruly  paffions;  and  had  conceived  the  moft  violent  re- 
fentment  againft  Ronald,  for  an  ad  of  baniihment  which  he  had  paffed 
againft  him,  on  account  of  fom^  criminal  adion.  In  his  exile,  he  lived 
fbmetimes  in  the  fouth,  with  the  King  of  Scotland,  and  fometimes 
larked  privately  in  Cai^nefs,  with  all  parts  of  which  be  was  well  ac* 
quainted. 

AccordEing  to  cuftom,  the  two  Earls  had  crofled  the  Frith,  with  a  view 
to  fpend  the  fummer  in  hunting  wild  goats  and  roes  in  the  mountains  of 
Caithnefs  and  Sutherland.  This  was  too  favourable  an  opportunity  for 
Thorbiom  to  negled.  Witii  three  companions,  of  a  charader  in  moft  »- 
fjpe£ts  fimflar  to  his  own,  he  haunted  the  fecret  places  of  the  coimtry  through 
which  the  Earl  was  likely  to  pjtfs  ^  and,  ^is  foon  as  he  obferved  lum  fepa« 
rated  a  litde  from  the  reft  of  his  party,  he,  with  his  defperadoes,  rufhed 
out  from  a  den  in  which  tfiey  had  been  lurking,  and  ftabbed  Ronald  with 
the  moft  barbarous  cruelty. 

Thus  fell  that  generous,  affiiMe,  humane,  and,  for  the  age  he  lived 
in,  accompHftied  nobleman,  to  the  iinfpeakable  lofs  of  his  friends,  and  the 
unfeigned  gridF  of  his  countrymen.  His  body  was  conveyed  to  Thurfo, 
whence  it  was  carried  in  ftate,  by  his  friend  Eaii  Harold  and  the 
Orkney  gendemen,  to  their  own  country,  and  laid  in  the  church  of  the 
Holy  Virgin ;  and,  upon  the  Pope's  ordw  being  given  to  rank  him  in  the 
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number  of  the  faints,  it  was  removed  thence,  and  depofited  in  the 
Cathedral  of  St  Magnus.  He  1^  only  one  daughter,  whofe  name  waa 
Ingigerde,  married  to  Eric  Stagbrelfer,  to  whom  (he  bore  three  ions  and 
as  many  daughters.  Though  all  thefe  furvived  their  grand£tth^,  and 
had  an  imdoubted  right  to  his  real,  no  lefs  than  his  perfgnal  eftate,  Harold, 
without  any  fcruple,  entered  into  die  poffeflion  of  the  whole  earidonu 
The  youth,  perhaps,  of  thefe  grandchildren,  dieir  want  of  friends  and 
power  to  combat  the  influence  of  their  experienced  and  ambidous  rival; 
might  have  been  the  caufe  of  his  obtaining  fo  eafily,  and  enjoying  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time,  what  belonged  to  them,  without  oppofidon. 
A  great  deal,  however,  of  both  the  power  and  fuccds  of  this  Eari  de- 
pended on  the  exertions  of  Swein,  the  fon  of  Aflief,  in  not  only  (up- 
porting  his  intereft,  and  forwarding  his  views,  but  in  fpreading  far  and 
wide  his  military  fame. 

In  an  age  when  martial  achievements  were  the  mofl:  honourable  em- 
ployment, and  piracy  was  pradifed  by  men  of  even  high  rank  without 
difgrace,  this  man  was  an  eminent  character ;  and  his  mode  of  life  ex« 
hibits  a  rude  pidhire  of  ancient  manners.  His  extra^on  has  already 
been  pointed  out  He  was  driven  from  Caithnefs  by  the  machinadona 
of  an  enemy ;  and,  taking  refuge  in  Earl  Paul's  court,  he  was  forced-  to 
fly  the  earldom  for  the  murder  of  one  of  that  Eari's  fervants.;  he  conceited 
plans  for  his  ruin;  and,  finally,  in  their  execution,  he  feized  that  very 
Eari  in  the  midft  of  his  friends,  and  carried  him  captive  into  a  foreign 
country.  Befides  all  this,  in  union  with  Erlend,  he  artfully  omtrived, 
and  as  promptiy  executed,  a  ffaratagem,  which  coft  the  Earis  at  once  the 
lofs  of  their  whole  fleet ;  not  to  mention  many  other  fignal  anions  6x* 
which  he  was  equally  renowned. 

His  eftate  feems  to  have  been  very  extenfive ;  and  his  prindpal  refidence 
was  in  the  ifknd  criFGairfay ;  chofen,  perhaps,  on  account  of  its  vicinity  to  the 
mdnland,  and  its  centrical  and  pleafant  fituation.  His  caflle,  on  the  banks  of 
Ae  fea,  was  conveniendy  fituated,  and  commanded  a  pleafant  and  extenfive 
jvofpe<a ;  it  contained  a  very  large  hall,  for  accommodating  a  number  of 
juefls,  friends,  and  retainers.    Here  he  kept  eighty  men,  qualified  for  very 
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different  kinds  of  labour,  bound  by  intereft  and  affedlion  to  promote  his 
advantage,  to  receive  his  orders,  and  to  avenge  his  caufe.  In  ipring,  he 
employed  them  in  cultivating  the  ground  and  lowing  the  feed ;  in  which 
he  was  not  only  prefent  to  dire£k  and  encourage  them,  but  to  aflift  with 
{lis  own  hands*  The  funimer  was,  for  the  moft  part,  fyeat  in  predatory 
expeditions,  particulaiiy  to  Ireland  and  die  Weftan  Ifles.  Harveft  called 
them  home  to  reap  and  gather  in  the  crop.  And  the  gloomy  months  of 
^vinter  were  devoted  to  feftivity.  Thus  did  he  fpend  many  years ;  till, 
embarking  in  what  he  intended  as  hia  laft  expedition,  for  which  he  had 
made  great  preparations^  he  took  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  impofed  on  the 
inhabitants  very  hard  terms.  They,  however^  afterwards  placed  an 
ambuih,  in  which  he  and  many  of  his  followers  were  cut  in  pieces  before 
&ey  could  extna(te  themfelves.  His  death  was  lamented  by  thofe  who 
had  been  devoted  to  his  will  and  had  taAed  of  his  bounty ;  and  alfo  by 
£ad  Harold,  who  regreted  the  lofi  he  Had  fuftained,  the  more  that  he  wa& 
foon  afterwards  involved  in  a  war^  in,  Which  his  afliflance  would  have  beea 
of  the  utmofl  importance. 

The  vmx  to  which  we  allude^  took  its  or^in  fix)m  young  Harold,  the 
grandibn  of  St  Ronald  by  his  only  daughter;  He  had  now  grown  up,^^ 
and  ims^ned  himfelf  in  a  iituation  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  his  graad<« 
£ither^s  part  of  the  earldom. 

.  To  the  monarchs  both  of  Scotland  and  of  Norway,  he  applied  for  in- 
veftiture  ;  and  to  neither  xs£  them  was  his  application  in  vain.  But  thougK 
be  had  acquired  from  both  a  grant  of  die  lands,  and  had  been  dignified: 
vndi  the  title  of  an  Eart ;  and  though,^  iti  virtue  of  thefe,  he  had  made  at 
-demand,  in  ord^  to  obtain  peaceably  his  right,  the  temper  of  his  oppo«^ 
nent,  no  lefs  than  die  fpirit  of  the  dmes,  convinced  him,  that  arms  were 
die  only  means  to  which  he  could  effedually  have  recourie  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  He  therefore  levied  fqrqes  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  ;  he  defpatched 
i|ues  to  examine  the  flate  of  the  iflands ;  he  confulted  veith  his  friends^ 
what  plan  it  was  moft  expedient  to  adopt  in  that  exigence ;  and,  while  he. 
was  dius  employed,  the  enemy's  aitny  appeared,  which,  on  landings 
ftowed  great  fuperiority  in  point  of  numbers.     This  drcunxflaacey  whkh 
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might  have  damped  his  hopes,  did  not,  however,  intimidate  him  from 
preparing  for  the  battle.  The  onfet  was  defperate.on  both  fides ;  and  thejr 
continued  to  fight  with  the  greateft  obftinacy,  till  the  army  of  young  Ha^' 
rold,  difpirited  by  the  fall  of  many  of  their  leaders,  took  to  flight ;  during 
which,  Harold  himfelf  dropt  down  dead  of  the  wounds  that  he  had  r©*- 
ceived  in  the  engagement  [d).  His  relationfhip  to  the  faint  .produced 
wonders ;  for  a  bright  beam  of  light  blazed  on  the  fpot  where  he  fell ; 
Ihe  ground  was  held  in  veneration  j  and  on  it  a  church  was  •  ere&ed  to 
perpetuate  its  fandity. 

After  this  vidlory,  which  added  fplendour  to  the  arms  of  Harold,  he 
found  no  difficulty  in  fubduing  the  whole  o£  Caithnefs ;  but  he  had  fcarce- 
ly  returned  to  Orkney  in  triumph,  on  account  of  that  concjueft,  when  he 
was  apprifed  of  a  much  more  formidable  enemy. 

The  King  of  Scodand  had  no  fooner  heard  what  had  been  done  in  the 
North,  and  in  particular  of  the  death  of  young  Harold,  on  whom  he  had 
conferred  the  county  of  Caithnefs,  than  he  expreffed  his  indignation  at 
the  treatment  which  that  Prince  had  met  with,  and  threatened  to  take 
fignal  vengeance  on  the  Earl  of  Orkney.  To  fhow  Aat  he  was  in  eameft, 
he  fent  meffengers  to  Reginald,  fon  of  Gudrod,  king  of  the  Weftem  Ifles, 
to  ftate  the  provocation  which  he  had  received  from  Harold,  and  to  take 
the  proper  meafures  to  engage  him  to  avenge  his  caufe.  This  man  was 
one  of  the  moft  noted  warriors  of  the  Weft,  and,  like  many  of  the  an- 
dents,  had  not  been  under  a  roof  for  three  fucceffive  years.  Fond  of  ha- 
zardous enterprife,  he  readily  undertook  the  tafk,  for  which  he  immediate- 
ly prepared,  and  foon  recovered  Caithnefs ;  and  to  render  his  fervice  ftill 
more  complete  before  he  returned  home,  he  eftablifhed  governors  for 
keeping  the  country  in  fubjedion,  and  for  the  adminiftration  of  civil 
aflairs. 

Harold,  in  the  mean  time,  diflembled  his  knowledge  of  thefe  tranf- 
^a&ions,  as  well  ais  of  the  King's  interference  and  defigns,  till  the  depart- 
ure of  R^inald ;  which  h^  no  fooner  happened^  than  he  deipatdied 
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trufty  fcrvants  to  cut  off  thefe  rulers,  and  foon  followed  ^ith  a  large  army 
hinifelf,  which  he  landed  at  the  town  of  Thurfo,  and  threw  the  inhabit 
tants  into  the  greateft  conftemation, 

John,  the  Bifhop,  in  order  to  allay  their  fears,  undertook  to  mediate 
in  their  favour,  and  advanced  boldly  to  meet  the  Earl  for  that  purpofe  j 
but  the  bifhop  was  no  fooner  in  his  power,  than  he,  regardlefs  of  his  fa- 
cred  charafler,  ordered  him  to  be  mutilated  in  the  moft  barbarous  manner. 
Diflatisfied  even  with  this  adt  of  vengeance,  he  entered  the  town,  fined 
ibme  of  the  people  ;  others  he  punifhed  in  their  perfons  ;  and  compelled 
all  of  them,  without  diftin<3:ion,  to  fwear  allegiance  tp  him  as  their  fovo* 
reign  lord. 

Deputies  from  that  county  foon  foimd  their  way  to  the  Scotifh  throne,^ 
infbruded  to  make  loud  complaints  of  thefe,  and  many  other  ads  of  op- 
preflion.  The  Prince  who  then  ruled  was  fo  enraged,  that  he  raifed  a 
great  army,  which  he  marched  expeditioufly  to  the  confines  of  Caithnefs, 
in  order  to  take  vengeance  on  the  Earl  for  llius  daring  to  infult  hk  authority, 

Harold,  on  the  other  hand,  was  not  an  idle  Q)eftator  of  his  prepara- 
tions ;  nor  was  he  deftitute  of  means  for  his  own  defence ;  for  he  had 
colleded  a  band  of  brave  warriors,  to  the  number  of  upwards  of  feven 
dioufand,  with  whom  he  determined  to  difpute  the  victory  with  the  Scot- 
ifh moi:iarch,  provided  honourable  terms  of  accommodation  couM  not  be 
obtained.  He  thought  it  prudent,  however,  to  found  the  Royal  inclina^ 
tion  upon  that  fubjedl,  and  ambaffadors  were  defpatched  with  overtures 
for  that  eSe€t ;  in  confequence  of  which,  he  obtained  pardon  for  the  out- 
rages he  had  committed,  and  was  reinftated  in  the  pofTefSon  of  Caithnefs, 
as  formerly  enjoyed ;  on  the  very  hard  condition,  however,  that  both  he 
and  the  inhabitants  fhould  confent  tCK  pay  no  lels  than  a  fourth  part  dT 
their  property  to  the  King. 

His  fon  Torphin  was,  either  on  this  or  fome  fubfequent  occaiion  of 
the  lame  nature,  delivered  to  the  King  as  an  hoflage,  in  fecurity  for  hiis 
firther's  performing  the  ftipulated  terms  ;  and  as  thefe  were  not  performed, 
Ae  eyes  of  the  unhappy  youth  were  put  o\^t 
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*  TThougK  William,  the  firft  refident  prelate,  was  a  man  of  much  note, 
neither  the  texafttJme,  nor  the  circumftances  of  his  death,  are  mentioned; 
which,  however,  muft  have  happened  at  a  very  advanced  age,  during  the 
greateft  part  of  which  he  feems  to  have  difcharged  the  duties  of  his  facred 
fundlion,  with  honour  to  htmfelfi  and  advantage  to  his  country.  To  him? 
fucceeded  anotfier  of  the  fame  name ;  but  we  are  not  iirformed  how  long' 
Wilfiam  the  Second  filled  the  fee,  what  charader  he  bdre,  or  how  he 
conducted  himfelf  while  he  held  that  (fignitjr.  The  only  circumftance  on- 
record  concerning  him  is  his  death,  which  took  place  towards  the  clofe  of  11  8»l 
the  twelfth  century; 

With  his  fucceflbr  we  are  rather  better  acquainted,  owing^  perhaps  to  ^* 

this  circxmiftance,  that  he  was  a  native  of  thefe  iflands,  and  moreover  of 
illuflrious  birth.  His  mbther,  Herbiorg,  was  a  defcendent  of  the  Earls, 
and  his  father,  Kdbem  Hranga,  was  a  man  of  much  confideration  and^ 
fpirit :  he  built  the  caftle  of  Weir,  to  which  he  gave  his  own  name ;  and 
fortified  it  fo  flrongly  as,  in  that  age,  to  be  deemed  impregnable. 

Biam  was  the  name  bf  his  fbn,  who,  in  his  youth,  was  of  a  promif- 
ing  genras,  and  inftrcwftfedin  thofe-artrdiat  qualified  him  for  die  profef^ 
fion  of  a  northern  bard  ox  fcald^  which  he  feems  to  have  follow^. for* 
fdine  time  j^he -was  affefwards  raifJed  to-  the  Epifcopal  dignity.  He  was 
ihuch  celebratdi  for  trie  grandeur  and  power  of  his  family^  which  was  iiu^ 
merous^;  and  n<!)  lels  for  his  own  ma^ificence  arid  generofky.  He  lived 
in  terms  of  th^  trtoft  inttmate  fHcttdflilp- with  Harold.;  and  died,  afler  he-  122La;. 
had  difcfhatged  the  duties  of'  hi^  fecred-  £un(Slion  fbr  upwards  of  thirty 
years.:*'    '■     '  :-■*,:  .  :    .l, 

Soon  after  the  agreement  betweefn  the  EkrFand  the'  King  of  ScotFand/ 
a  great  commotion  arofe  in  Norway^  occafiobed  by  a  pretender  to  tlie* 
Crdwn,  whole  Intereff  Haarold  utifortunatefy  ftipported  ;  arid  fiich  rtfent* 
rfaent  ditf  his  conduft,  in  this  rrfpe£lv  fcwidle  in  the  breaft  of  the  fiiccfeiafuP 
monarch,  that  he  wsfe  on-  the  point  oF  plungihg*the  Eari  into  die  deepeft* 
tfftrefk  To  ward  off  the-Wowthat  direatened  him,  he  repaired  to  the 
cotirt  iof  the  Oilefeded  ft>vefe^v  where  his  caufife  wa6  powerfixHy'pleadedj; 
jhxi  where,  oa  fubmitdng  himfelf  to  die  royal  clemency,  he  received  afj- 
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furaftc^  of  perfonal  fafetf,  but  was  punifhed,  for  what  vns  eoftfidefed  as 
his  treafon,  by  the  lofs  of  Shetland,  whiclj,  on  tjiat  *;coiiDt;  was  takea 
from  his  earldom,  and  amiexed  to  the  Norwegian  crowo.  Fines  were, 
^o  impoTed  on  Tuch  of  his  friends  and  countrymen  na  had  joined  him  ixk 
efpoi^mg  the  iamq  unfortunate  caufe.  But  no  fooner  had  Hajold  heard 
of  the  KiQg's  dfAh,  and  that  the  lingdpm  wa&  torn  to  pieces  by  new  fa^c- 
^ons,  than  he  confidered  himfelf  as  delivered  from  his  engagement,  took 
immediate  pofTe^on  of  Shetland,  and  reftored  every  thing  in  Orkney  to 
the  fiune  ftate  in  which  it  had  h^ea  previoufly  to  the  late  rebellion.  Thia 
was  among  the  laft  anions  of  that  extraordinary  earl,  whofe  life  had  beejgi 
1198.  active  and  prosperous.  He  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  feventy-^hree 
years. 

As  h?  had  received  the  fkil  rudiment  of  his  education  from  his  mo- 
ther Margaret,  the  mod  beautiful  and  accompliihed,  though  at  the  fame 
time  the  mofl  crafty  aod  ambi,tious  womsm  of  her  age ;  and  as  he  had 
"been  afterwards  entrufted  to  the  twtion  of  Thorbiomt,  whofe  paflions  of^- 
ten  ruled  without  controul ;  fo^  many  of  his  actions  fhowed  but  too  ][^n- 
ly  the  influence  of  the  exa^aple  a^d  educatipn  which  he  had  received  in 
^ly  life. 

His  capacity  was  fo  extec^ve,  that  it  &ted  If^  almofl  equally  for  ma-< 
Xia^g  military  operatiox]^  aQ4  G0Qdu4ling  civil  affairs :  his  mind  waa 
prudent  and  penetrating ;  his  per^Q  ftately  awi  iTobuft :  but  his  counte-^ 
nance  was  unpl^afa^nt,  a^d  his  ambition  reftlefg  and  inordinate. 

Daidd  2Mid  John,  his  fpos  ^j  a  fixoi^d  n^aifriag^  fucceeded  him  in  the 
earldom  of  Orkney,  as  Henry,  thebr  elder  brother  of  the  half  blood  had, 
by  £>me  means  of  which  we  have  i^  io^^UrBik^ticK^  ohtsuned  the  earldom 
of  Rofs  v^  Scodiwd*  They  feem»  both  to  have  heen  men  of  a  mild,  placid 
and  moderate  temper,  as  they  Kved  in  much  greater  concord  than  was. 
common  for  perfons  of  d^iif  f);9!^P&  and  ciiir^n^ft^mces  m  thofe  turbulent 
days.  Their  country,  \mder  their  infi^uj&nce,  and^  iv  inutatioo  of  their  ex^ 
ample^  enjoyed  at  di^  l^me  tipa^  internajl  peac?.  But,  though  they  were 
fo  fbrtunid:e  a$  to  p^i^rye  p?^^e  ^t  I^d^  xi^y  yi^^  «Qt  ahte  to  s(9^4  ho^ 
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ihg  ih'Mired  fonedmea  ia  die  commodoas  and  contefls  of  their  neighs  ' 

In  2dmo({  afi'.diofe  ccmvulfibn^  diat  often  fliook,  and  fometimes  ofei^ 
tamed  the  throne,  of  Norway,  thefe  iflands  were  feme  way  or  other  in- 
-vttlved;  If  a  pmender  to; the  crown^  the  head  of  a  fa£ti<wi,  or  the  ring- 
leadeirof*  a  n^ifion,  had  recourfe,  as  they  Tery  oiten  had,  to  this  coun- 
try, and  wei©  fiitfSa^to  lurk  in  fafety,  or>  were  not  openly  and  diredly 
cippofed ;  iJOdk  mlerfe  and  people  were  fuppofed  to  have  qrproved  of  their 
Tfieafures^  and  tohat^e  been  implicated  ih  dieir  guilt,  and  were  therefore 
cften  condetoned  tt>  (hare  in  dieir/pumihmtot: 

This  feenis  to  have  becsi  the  cafe,  during  the  infurredlion  of  th*  Bag-^ 
liy  whi6h  raged  with  fuch  violence.     The.  earld,  therrfore^  aware  of  the 
danger  that  threatened  them^  took  the  precaution  to  fend  tfidr  bifhop  as^ 
amba^^ador  to  Norway,  to  make,  if  ppffible,  dieir  peace.wkh  the  crownw 
Th^  he  cot^  not  ei^  thoroughly ;  but  pievsuled  fo  far  ae  to  procure 
diem  permUBon  to  app^ir  in  diatrcoumry  to  plead  their  own  caufe.     In^ 
ftead  of  advancing  any  thing  iji  dieir  orwn.  vindication,  they  thought  it? 
^ore  expeditftt  to  ptp^rue  diemiUvea  at"  the  feoe  of  die  duone;    The 
Bng,  as  a  ptti^i)»iMt  for  what  he  cotidida^      defo^kion,:  exacted.  ftraHs 
them  a  large  ium  c€mdney^  by  way  of  fine,  ttid  oUiged  tbem  te  ^driivet* 
hof^es,  in  fecurity  of  dieir  foObre  i(3fpiXf ;.  to  which  he  alio  bound  them 
liy  an  oath  :  and  after«rar(b, ,  h^  not  only  gr^uited  them  a  ^nary  paidofiy , 
liut  re^ored  to  them  theh'd^htti  and  t&elt  former  poileffi^ 

About  two  yeat^  alfter^dye  deadt  o^  Eaii  DttVfd,  who  did  not  ioog^fuiw- 
vive  this  fctdement,  Sculi^  who  hdd  the.  third  pjsut  of  Norway,  higk&^\ 
ftom  a»)Jt)id6us  view%  to  mediate  a  new.nvdbtkn. .  He theCfff0rr.wrote : 
ktt^ty  foaled  with  the  loyat  ^fignet,  to^  fofidt-  Eeud  John's-  s^Sbftoce,  add  I 
teok  nMny  o^^.Aeps  in  tbe  profoeodoaa  ofhte  defigat  but  his  ffl^con^^ 
c^ted  pj»is  w^t*  foon  ^fodrvidred,:  atid  las  f««>ad&idlrai»d,.  aad  hm  p|«m«i« 

Soottafiwdiisy  aikcveifttddk  pkce,  jiiat:  note 

^y  ttvaccoosit.of  ite&dgiittrna^  o£ 

.dift  tDaooeM  of  that  ^^    Imi&idiAtdy  after  dx  dehdi  of  Mm  biibop  of : 
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Caithnels,  Adam,  a  foundling,  was  appointed  his  fijcccflbr.-'  Jie  dialed 
much  difturbance  in  that  province,  by  his  rigorous  exa£Uon  of  tidiea ; 
which,  however,  was  not  fo  much  attributed  to  any  avarice  of  his,  ^  to 
the  bad  counfel  which  he  had  received  fix)m  a  monk  of  the  name  of  Ser-* 
lo,  his  companion.  The  people,  notwithftanding,  bore  it  with  impa^ 
tience ;  and  when  they  found  his  demands  not  only  fetere,  but  increaf* 
ing  annually,  they  began  to  aflemWe  together,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
fliow  plsdnly  that  they  were  difpofed  to  proceed  to  violent  meafures.. 
They  previoufly,  however,  found  means  to  ftate  to  Earl  John  thdr  op- 
preflions,  of  which  they  complained  bitterly,  and  entreated  his  interfere 
ence  to  alleviate  or  remove  them ;  and,  when  he  declined  interpofing, 
their  difappointment,  cooperating  with  the  remembrance*  of  their  fufF^^ 
ings,  drove,  them  to  extremity.  The  hill  on  which  they  had  convent 
was  at  no  great  diftance  ;  they  niihed  down  it  with  impetuolky,  aiid  fur- 
rounded  the  bifhop's  palace,  in  an  upp^  room  c^  which,  Adam  himfe|f, 
and  the  chief  judge  were  then  drinking ;  aild  when  Serlo  the  monk  fallied 
forth,  with  a  defign  to  attempt  a  pagification,  he  received,  as  the  reward 
of  his  evil  counfel,  a  blow  on  the  £u:e,  that  inflantty  proved  mortal.  Mat- 
ters now  wearing  a  very  ferious  afpe^,  the  prelate,  proud  and  pofitive  jets 
he  was,'  (looped  to  oflfer  tefrns,  which  the  wifeft  of  the  people  would  have 
probably  accepted  ;  but  the  multitude  in  the  mean  time  hurried  him  to  a 
fmall  houfe,  to  which  they  f^  fire ;  and  he  wais  thus  burnt  to  death,  be^ 
fore  his  friends  could  get  forward  tp  fextinguifh  the  fire,  or  to  refcue  him. 
His  body,  which  was  found  not  nsfy  much  burned,  was  buried  with  great 
iblenmity. 

.Alexander,  who  then  fwayed  the  fceptre  in  Scotland,  no  fooner  heard 
of  his  unhappy  fate,  than  he  made  rail  the  hafte  in  his  power  to  punifh 
fuch  atrocious  offenders ;  and  all  of  ^  them  fufiered  death,  iKld  their  goods 
•oonfifcated,  were  mutilated,  profcribed,  or  .driven  into  baoifhmenti 

Cseleftine  the  Fourth,  who  then  filled  the  papal  thifone,  took  alia  a 
deep  concern  in  the  matter.;  .£*  he  is  faid  to  have  iffued  a  buil^  in  which 
he  thanked  that  monarch  for  afTerdng  the  honour  of  the  churchy  in  the  fig- 
nal  puxnfhment  whichh^  Ittd  infii£):ed  oil  the  murderers  pf  the  bifhop ; .  v^, 
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with  his  companion  Serlo,  obtained  the  crown  of  martyrdom^  and  a  difr 
tinguiflied  place  in  the  Roman  kalendar. 

The  rebellion  of  ScuU^  likealmoft  every  otlier  that  h^pened  in  that 
country,  feems  to  have  involved  the  iflands  in  firefh  troubles  ;  infomuch, 
that  Earl  John  found  himfelf  under. the  neceffity  of  going  over  to  mal^ 
his  peace  with  King  Haco,  which  he  ^fiedted;  and,  m  fecurity  for  his 
future  behaviour,  left  as  an  hoftage  his  ibh  Harold,  who  was  afterwards 
drowned  in  that  kingdom.  From  that  time  no  unpleafant  interference 
feems  to  have  taken  place,  no  difturbance  fior  qu2u:xels  to  have  arifen  .be- 
tween them  :  their  refpe<aive  duties  appear,  to  have  fceen  performed,  !tod 
they  themfelves  to  have  lived  in  terms  of  redpiocaL  amity. 

In  proof  of  this^  it  may  be  obferved,  that  wheii  »tbe  earl  was  with  the 
abbot  of  Icolmkil,  and  die  biihop  in  that  kingdom^  he  met  with  fo  much 
refpe6;  and  attention,  that,  oaHis  recapihosne^  he  thotight  himfelf  bound 
to  fend  prefenfs  to  tiie  kii^^  in*  peturnfor/wfakb^  he.  received,  be(kJe# 
oth^  articles  of  value,  a  beautiful  flup,  xx>inpletel)^  equippodl 

ilappy,  perhaps^  it  would  have  been  for  him^  aod  undoubtedly-fi* 
his  country,  had  he  cultivated  or  preferved  the, £uiie  .good^uDded^i^M^og 
\vith  Hanef,  th$  kmg^s  fervamt  and '  coIli£tor.  This  mub ;  h^  ,b«0p^  j[^ 
ttoned  iti  Okney  for  the  purpofe  of  teolle£ting>tfae:£de9  Impbledi  apd.pei!^ 
haps  other  revenues  belonging  to  the  fovereign ;  and^  as'^the  bufineis  .vr^ 
of  addlicate  nature,  it  required  the  utmoft  prudence. ^id  modeiJai^on* 
Thefe  quafities  he  does  not  feem  to  have  pofiefied  in  a  high  degi^ee,  iiin4 
they  were  by  no  nieahs^^  increafed  by  his  c6ani^k)]^4  aBEfcoqg  wl^om  wis 
a  mail  of  the  name  of  SnackoU,  a  defcendant  of  St  Ronald:  £^1  .cf  Odbr 
ney.  Proud  of  his  high  birth,  and  amWtious  to.  obtain  weakh  and  hor 
hpuri  he  pointed  out  the  relation  in  which  he  fbood  to  thisLiUuftiious 
earl^  ftated  t^e  right  he  corifidered  hitafelf  as  has^dng  to.  his  iaads^.  andddf 
thanded'  them  in  fdrtri  d'om  the  earl ;  and,  when  he  niet  widfiaa  abfohte 
reftrfal,  in  altercation  eiiAed,  which  fo  ekifperated  both  parties,  t^ 
SnadK^r  either  apjprehended,  6i:  pretended  to  ^prdkeiYd,  'dangei; ;  aiid 
fledto  Hanef  fo?  proteflSon.  -  As  foon  as  autamn  anived,  both  parties 
with  thdr  "ftietlds,  ^ent  ovw  toCaithnrfs  j  and-hayifig  piocured  lodgings 
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in4i^rent  inns  in  tfte  town  of  TTiurfo,  liodce  was  brought  to  Hsuief  and  hb 
companions  to  be  on  their  guard,  becaufe  Earl  John  had  detemuned  that  very 
night  to  put  a  period  to  their  exiftence.  Alarmed  with  this  intelligence^, 
they  flew  to  arms,  and  affauited  die  houTe  in  which  the  earl  then  was^ 
wkh  fire  and  fword  ;  and,  while  the  ui^iappy  vi^lhn  fled  into  k  cellar,  to^ 
conced  himfelf  amcmg  the  caiks,  he  was  dcaggj^  forth  and  murdered* 

Immediat^y  after  this  cruel  dieed,  Hanef,  Snackoli,  and  thehr  aflch- 
dates,  dreading  the  refentment  of  the  eari's  friends,  fuddenly  left  the  pkce^^ 
went  over  to  Orkney,  and  took  pofl^oa  of  the  caftle  in  the  ifland  of  Wi^^, 
buUt  by  Kolbem  Hramga*  This  they  immediately  fortified,  and  omried  intO: 
it  arms,  and  fuch  other  articles  as  they  ecoiidered  neceflaly  for  a  fi^;e^^ 
which  they  daily  expected  The  event  foon  fhowed  that  thdi:  precautions  > 
were  neither  unnecefliary  nor  firmtlefe ;  for  the  caftle  waa  fbon  invefted: 
by  the  Earfs  fiiends,  and  for  along  time  defended  boldly ;  till  bo&  parties^ 
wearied  wftk  a  fiege  to  which  they  iaw  no  end^.  agreed  to  a.{iii^nfion  c^ 
arms  during  the  winmr ;  and^afiarwacdil  to  fbte  their  refpedive  £fl^eiices^, 
tad  fttimut  cd  ^  discUioai  of  the  King  of  Norway.  The  fummer  had^no  ^ 
ibofttt  wtrred,  t&asi  tfasy,  with  a  niimwoiB  train^  repaind  thither  for; 
Am  jp^rpofe  $  whffte  tikey  fowd'Haco  difyokd  to  give  a  patient  audusoca^ 
ti&the  earlVfikodsy  butfi>ean^;edat  the  crodty  of  the  munfeM%  that: 
lie  ]put  foNie  af  tbem.feo  death*. 

Muny^df  dia  inhdntanlB'bad  been  involved  in  this  conteft,  and  had! 
goae  «wr  to  parties^  vrittiefie^  or.fpeQaiors,  in  cs^dtrto  btingH  Uxa.coiv 
iiiifiatt }.  Ivuty  oa  their  retiuming:  tiome,  a  violent  ftorm  ar^,  in  whkb» 
at  of  (bem  peii&ed^  and  tha  ki&  wiiich  the  country  thus  fuf^aine^.  wass 
to  grestt,  that  it  was  .k)i^  before  it  recovered  it^  former  cci^dh^Dn.. 

Ibk  the  nanaitiiML  of:  aVents  from  ^  Scandinavian:^  cooquaft^  we? 
faore  hkbttaa  had  recawcfa  fcr.  informafiOft.  tt>  tha  Norwegian  writars^  of ; 
iMlifa^  tha  pi&icipat:an  the  Orkiia)!^  Sagii  apd  tbe  celdtfated  Tca;&^. 
«}  thttugh,  itr  the  £dbe  of  bstevity,  tkef  Ikave  tMom  been  quoted. 
iSiefe,  vni  the  wiileia  to  whom  they  sefi^,  we  have  preferred..to  the  ai^^ 
iisan  whc>  fauva  neorded  tlia  traa^i&iona  of  our  own  country ;  becaqie 
tip[;)CiMrid  mtrr  rff^^lnr  ^i*  ,.^^^f*(^^^  ^  ^^^  k^o^iro^  r^n,  account  of. 
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the  intimate  connexion  that  fubfifted  between  thefe  iflands  and  their  coun* 
try  and  its  colonies,  they  had  an  opportunity  of  more  authentic  iuforma- 
tioo. 

After  the  death  of  Harold  and  his  two  fons  David  and  John,  how* 
ever,  the  injformation  even  from  the  Norwe^an  writers  is  leis  fwU  and 
particular,  though  not  lefs  authentic.  The  caufe  of  its  deficiency  in  thefe 
refpeds  may  eafily  be  pcnnted  out.  From  that  tioae  thefe  iflaads  had 
leis  intercourfe  with  Iceland,  and  they  appeiured  of  lefs  confequence  in  the 
eyes  of  the  mother  country  :  the  written  records  confequently  would  be 
much  fewer ;  and  ibme  of  thefe,  amidft  the  coavdfions  and  depredations 
of  the  north,  were  mutilated,  and  fooQue  entirdy  deftroyed 

Still,  however,  we  intend  to  follow  Torfkus,  as  our  beft  guide  through 
the  fubfequent  period  ;  calKng  ia  the  aid  of  ScotiXh  writers  occafionally,, 
tQ  iUuifarate  his  obfcurities,  or  to  fupply  his  defe<^s,  till  we  fucceed  rXK 
^u^ng  down  the  narrative  to  tiie  time  when  the  iiUndSr  were  ann€pce4i 
to  the  crown  of  Scotland. 

Magnus  the  Second  fucceeded  John  in  the  earldom;  but  whether  he  wa*  1 23 1^ 
hisr  fcm  or  his  brother,  or  a  more  rqtaote  relation,  who^  as  heir  at  lawv  ixi^' 
berited  his  eflatq  and  honours,  we  have  no  documents  that  ca^  en^b^  u$t 
to  determine.  Some  circumftances  induce  us  to  fuppofe  that  he  eQ(erf4 
ixitp  ppflefTioa  fix>n  after  the  murder  of  his  kinfman  :  but  as^  in  all  the. 
ftibfequent  tranfadions  refpe^ng  that  matter,  no  meodcm  is  made  of  him^ 
it  is  likely  that,  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the  country,  he  had  carefully 
avoided  taking  any  concern.  From  him  Alexander  king  of  Scotland  took 
the  county  of  Sutherland,  which  had  been  cpnfidered  before  as  conftitut*^ 
ing  a  part  of  the  earldom.  In  bis  time  a  Jewiih  (hip  was  loil  here,  pro* 
Ijably  of  great  value ;  but  we  are  not  infornied  from  what  country  (he 
came,  whither  fhe  was  bound,  or  what  were  the  articles  of  her  carga 

Gibbon,  or  Gilbert,  the  Firft,  we  find  his  immediate  fucc^Ibr  in  the  earl*  1 23§. 
dom.  He  held  that  dignity  at  the  time  that  young  Prince  Haco  was,  wkb 
his  fiijther's  conient,  2M34  during  his  life,  raifed  to  the  throne;  and  all  ranks  i0, 
the  kingdom^  togeth^  with  the  inhabitants  of  Ockney  and  Shetland,  fwore. 
feajity  to  him  as  th^  fovereign.  He  concurred  with  the  King  df  the  Ifle^ 
in  fending  amhafladors  to  Haco,  vrith  information  that  conmiotions  were 

rifii^ 
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rifitig  in  their  refpetSlive  countries.  Thefe,  it  is  probable,  owed  their  birth' 
to  foreign  influence,  and  had  been  encouraged  by  Alexander  the  Second  of 
Scodand,  in  confequence  of  his  fchemes  of  ambition.  This  prince  wa^ 
fond  of  arduous  enterprife,  and  had  formed  the  defign  of  extending  the 
limits  of  his  kingdom,  by  recovering  all  the  iflands  on  the  weft  borders  of 
Scotland,  which  fome  of  his  anceftors  had  included  in  their  dominion.. 
To  accomplifli  his  purpofe,  he  defpatched  ambafladors  to  Haco,  with  in- 
ftrudioris  to  claim  them  as  a  part  of  his  territory,  and  to  demand  that  they' 
might  be  given  up  ;  and  if  this  requifition  was  not  complied  with,  to  offer 
a  fum  of  money  for  their  redemption.  The  demand  met  with  a  pofitive 
denial ;  the  oflfer  was  treated  with  difdain  ;  and  after  fimilar  propofals  had 
been  made  and  rejected,  preparations  for  war  tock  place,  and  an  arma- 
ment was  foon  in  readinefs,  fo  powerful,  that  the  fovereign,  in  the  pride 
of  his  ftrength,  boafted,  that  he  would  never  defifl:  till  he  had  brought 
the  iflands  around  him  under  the  yoke.  Before  he  began  his  operations, 
he  fent  meffengers  to  the  king  of  the  Hsebudse,  with  offers  of  perpetual 
dnd  much  more  exterifive  territories  in  Scotiand,  than  thofe  he  held  in  the 
iflands,  on  condition  that  he  would  defert  the  intereft  of  Haco,  and  re- 
Khquifti  Tiis  fealty  to  him,  by  delivering  into  his  haiids  the  four  eaftles 
4vhich  that'mbnarcit  had  coninditted-  tb  his  charge.  That  prince,  how- 
eVfet,  greatly  to  his  honour, 'fteetfaffl^  adWred'to  his  integrky,  notwith-- 
landing  thefe  temptations  that  Wferfe  thrown  in.  his  way;  and,  to  avoid 
tie  effefts  of  the'king^s-  refente^ieftrt,"  fled,  to  .the  ifland  6f  Lewis.  The  " 
Slidtifh  moh'afcli, -in  tiie  mean  ti*^^  berit  on  his  purpbfe,  to6fc  fteps  ta 
irivade  the  iflaiids  ;  audi  as  he  lay  in  the'  harbour  of  Kialarfound,  pon- 
dfering  on  the  nature,  extent,  and  probable  confequences  of  -the  undertak- 
ing m  ^hich  he  Had  tembarked,  he  fell  into  a  profound  fleep,  in  which 
he  ifhfagined  ^ere' appealed  to  hini  three  men,  very  diflt^rent  in  their  form,^ 
ftature  and  afpe£l ;  *wh6  all,  however,  concurred  in  diflTuading  him  from 
tiie  Execution  of  liisdefigh,  and  exhorted  him  to  proceed  no  farther,  but 
xfeturri  home  ih  peace.'  Struck  with  the  ftrangenefs  of  the  vifien,  he  com- 
municated to  his  Ifriends  what  he  had  heaSrd  and  feen ;  when^  with  ^ne' 
voice,  tfiey  advifed'  him  to  liften  to  the  admonition  that'  had  'been  given 
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him,  and  defxft  from  the  bufmefs  which  he  had  begun.  But,  difregard- 
ing  the  admonition  of  the  phantom,  (which,  in  that  ignorant  and  fiiper- 
ftitious  age,  argued  no  finall  degree  of  refolution),  and  paying  as  little  at- 
tention to  the  arguments  of  his  friends,  he  obftinately  perfifted  in  his  re- 
folution to  conquer,  till  a  diftemper  fuddenty  feized  him,  which  was  fbon 
fatal  At  this  unexped:ed  and  melancholy  event  the  commanders  of  his 
fleet  and  of  his  army  abandoned  atl  farther  thoughts  of  the  expedition, 
and,  returning  home,  they  placed  his  fon  Alexander  the  Third,  though 
then  a  boy,  on  his  father's  throne. 

The  credulous  iflanders  ailerted,  that  the  three  perfons  who  appeared 
to  the  King  in  his  dream,  to  difluade  him  from  invading  their  country, 
were  St  Olaus  King  of  Norway,  St  Magnus  Earl  of  Orkney,  and  St  Co- 
lumba  of  lona,  or  IcolmkilL 

The  very  fame  year  that  Bifhop  Biam,  who  had  afted  fo  confpicuous       1246*. 
a  part,   died,  Jofuir  was  appointed  in  his  room.      Neither  his  talents 
nor  his  charafter  are  known^     He  held  the  Epifcopal  dignity  twenty- 
,  three  years.     To  him  fucceeded  Hervey,  or  Haufir,  after  an  interval  of 
two  years.     He  filled  the  fee  (but  in  what  manner  we  know  not)  for  the       1269*, 
fpace  of  twenty-one  years. 

Gibbon,  or  Gilbert,  the  Second,  was  the  fon  of  the  former  Earl  of  1:256.. 
the  fame  name.  In  the  earldom  to  which  he  fucceeded  on  his  father's 
death,  he  held  both  Orkney  and  Caithrjefs.  {a)  Some  dme  after  his  ac- 
ceffion  to  that  dignity,  he  feems  to  have  gone  over  to  Norway  ;  for  vs-e 
find  him,  though  under  another  name,  embarking  with  Haco,  in  his  cele- 
brated expedition,  againft  the  King  of  Scotland. 

TTiat  monarch  had  received  intelligence,  by  letter,  that  a  fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Rofs  had  committed  dreadful  ravages  in  the  Weftem  iflands,  de- 
ftroyed  their  towns,  burnt  their  churches  and  monafteries,  and  butchered 
the  inhabitants,  without  regard  to  age  or  condition.  He  was  alfo  inform- 
ed, that  danger  threatened  them  from  another  quarter,  as  the  young  King 
of  Scotland,  who  had  inherited  his  father's  undaunted  and  ambitious  fpi- 
rit,  had  determined  to  fubje£t  the  whole  of  thefe  iflands  to  his  dominion.. 

A  a  Sympathifin^ 


(a)  Wallace's  Diploma^ 
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Sympariiifing  with  the  mifemble  condition  of  fuch  a  miriritude  of  people^ 
and  unwilling  that  fuch  an  extent  of  territory  as  they  occupied  fhould  be 
torn  from  his  ally,  or  wrefted  out  of  hb  own  hands,  he  employed  the  en- 
duing fpring  and  fummer  in  equipping  a  vaft  fleet,  with  which  he.  failed, 
and  arrived  firil  at  Shetiand,  and  then  at  Orkney,  and  anchored  in  the  har- 
bour of  Elwick,  in  Shapinfhay,  near  Kirkwall.  He  foon  failed  for  Soudt 
Ronaldfay,  whence  he  fent  meflengers  to  Caithnefs  to  demand  tribute^ 
threatening  to  defolate  their  country  with  fire  and  fword  if  they  refufed  ; 
but,  as  his  demand  was  granted,  he  had  no  caufe  to  put  his  threats  in  ex^ 
mention.  During  the  time  he  lay  in  one  of  tiie  harbours  of  that  ifland, 
an  almoft  total  ^lipfe  of  the  fun  haj^ened.  By  a  mind  Jefs  firm  and  vi- 
gorous than  his,  the  phenomenon  might  have  beenconfid^ed  as  an  im^ 
lucky  omen  :  But  Haco,  difregarding  it,  foon  afterwards  failed  from  thi^ 
country  with  unabated  courage,  and  boldly  entered  the  Weflem  illes,  from 
fome  of  which  he  received  fuccours  ;  fome  he  confirmed  in  their  loyalty  j 
others  he  intimidated  or  fubdued  ;  and  fuccefs  followed  him  wherever  he 
went,  till  he  reached  Cantire,  Arran,  and  the  Cumbraes,  which  were  eithef 
unable,  or  unwilling,  to  give  him  kny  oppofition* 

In  the  mean  time,  Alexander,  watching  the  rapidity  of  his ,  progrefs^ 
and  dreading,  no  doubt,  that  after  the  iflands  had  come  under  his  yoke, 
Haco  might  direct  his  force  againfl  Scodand,  fent  ambaffadors  to  treat  of 
peace ;  but  the  terms  which  they  propofed  to  each  other  for  that  purpofe 
were  fuch,  as  foon  put  an  end  to  the  negociation.  Nothing  could  be  more 
againfl  the  interefl  of  Haco  than  delay  ;  neither  did  it  fuit  his  natural  dif^ 
pofition :  and  therefore,  when  he  could  neither  obtain  peace,  on  what  he 
judged  equitable  terms,  nor  faw  any  profped  that  the  Scots  would  come 
to  an  engagement,  he  defpatched  a  party  well  fitted  for  fuch  a  fervice,  to 
plimder  their  country,  in  order  to  roufe  their  paffions,  and  provoke  them 
to  a  general  adion.  Even  this  infulting  provocation  had  not  the  defused 
efl^- 

The  well-knovni  character  of  Alexander  the  Third,  however,  and  the 
bravery  of  his  fubje^s,  give  us  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  their  declining 
to  ei^ge  arofe  from  no  daflardly  fpirit,  but  was  the  effe^  of  a  wife  plan  of 

procraflination, 
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procriftinatibn,  to  which  they  were  determined  to  adhere,  founded  on 
the  drcumftances  of  the  Norwe^ans* 

Thefe  people  had  been  long  from  home  ;  the  campaign  had  been  as^ 
troublefome  as  it  had  been  tedious  ;  and  the  year  was  fo  far  advanced, 
Aat  ftorms  were  likely  foon  to  arife,  which,  in  thefe  feas,  amidft  €.desj 
rocks,  and  fhallows,  might  in  a  great  meafure  weaken,  if  not  totally  de- 
ftroy,  Aeff  armament     To  their  fituation,  in  thefe  refpeiSs,  the  Scots 
were  no  flrangers  j  nor,  in  the  difafters  which  they  exped:ed,  were  thejr 
diiappointed;  for,  while  their  fhips  were  at  anchor  in  the  road,  a  violent 
tempeft  arofe,  in  which  fome  of  them  run  foul  of  each,  other ;  fome 
were  fluttered,  fome  ftranded,  and  fome  funk.     The  Scots  faw  the  dan- 
ger into  which  they  were  thrown  ;  and,  in  that  hour  of  calamity,  attack- 
ed them  vnth  vigour,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  an  eafy  and  decifive  vidory.. 
In  this^  however,  they  were  difappointed  ;  for  thofe  that  were  on  land,, 
few  38^  they  were  in  comparifon  of  their  foesj  boldly  fuftained  the  fhock,, 
and  ^fended  themfelvea  till  their  friend*  came  up  to  thdr  aflSftance,  when . 
the  conflid  was  both  long  and  deiperate ;  and,  after  many  vrciffitudes  of* 
fbnune,  they  fwm  to  have  been  finally  victorious. 

Naco,  nesit  day,  fent  men  afhore  to  examine  the  field  of  batde,  and- 
o^Uttft  the  bo{fies  of  &e  flain,  which  he  honoured  vntfi  a  decent  inter- 
ment ;  and  having  embarked  his  troops,  and  burnt  fiich  of  his  fhips  as  hadl 
ron  aground)  he  fteered  his  courfe  northward;  and;  after  a  circuitous: 
voyage  of  fome  length,  he  again  arrived  in  Orkney.     Here  he  retained - 
twenty  &kp%  having  font  the  reft  home ;  and  as  he  had  been  prevented,  by 
GOncr^  vwnds*  and  ftormy  vwadker^  from*  fidling,  he  refolved,  with  his 
ftobilityj  to  fpend  the  vnnter;  in  KitRwalE     He  had  for  a  lodging  the 
upper  ftory  of  the  BiAop's  palace,  which  fcrved  to  accommodate  him  and* 
his  principal  fervants ;  vdiHethe  other  mert  of  rank,  his  oilicersr  and  their 
dependants^  wef  e  quartered  through  the  other  parts  of  the  country.     Tliat 
Aia  might  be  dbne  with  more  regularity  and  convenience,  the  ifknds  were* 
<fivid;e*mtoEuifendi^,or  Ouncelands,  everyone  of  which  made  die  eighths 
pm^  ot  a  Mark  land,  smd  wa^  deemed  fiifficiont  fbr  tfie  fupport  of  a  chief' 
aid.  his  foldiers.. 

Aa.  2i  Dehilitaiedi 
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Debilitated  with  the  extraordinary  fatigues  of  the  camp^gn,  and  dif- 
treffed  with  forrow  for  the  lofs  of  men  and  fhips  which  he  had  fuftained, 
he  no  fooner  reached  the  land,  than  he  felt  the  attacks  of  a  diftemper, 
which  in  a  fliort  time  confined  him  to  bed.  He  foon  perceived  that  his 
life  was  in  danger,  when  he  appointed  legacies  for  his  courtiers  and  ftr- 
vants ;  wrote  to  his  fon  Magnus  inflxuftions  concerning  the  management 
of  his  affairs ;  received  extreme  undiion  from  the  hands  of  the  prelates ; 
3  263*  and,  on  the  ni^t  of  the  feventh  day  after  the  feafl  of  St  Lucia,  expired. 
His  body  was  foon  afterwards  conveyed  to  an  upper  apartment  in  the 
epifcopal  palace,  dreflfed  in  a  princely  robe,  with  a  garland  on  his  head, 
in  an  elegant  coffin,  to  lye  for  fome  time  in  flate.  The  hall  where  it  thus 
lay,  was  fuperbly  illuminated  ;  into  which  were  admitted  the  bifhops, 
clergy,  and  fuperior  orders  of  coiutiers,  to  take  a  lafl  view  of  their  be- 
loved Sovereign  ;  and,  when  thefe  ceremonies  were  over,  it  was  carried 
to  the  cathedral  of  St  Magnus,  put  into  an  outer  coffin,  and  placed  be- 
fore St  Magnus's  fhrine,  where,  in  a  convention  of  the  nobles,  it  was  de- 
termined to  watch  it,  by  turns,  during  the  winter. 

Agreeably  to  his  commands,  his  debts  and  legacies  were,  during 
Chriflmas,  all  paid  off;  and,  as  foon  as  the  fpring  arrived^  and  the  wea- 
ther permitted,  his  remains  were  removed  from  the  church  to  the  Bay  of 
Scapa,  where  they  were  put  on  board  the  Admiral's  galley,  and  convey- 
ed to  B^en.  His  fon  Magnus,  who  now  afcended  the  throne,  had 
no  fooner  finifhed  the  obfequies  of  his  father,  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his 
dignity,  than  he  began  to  turn  his  thoughts  to  die  fkte  of  his  kingdom, 
and  the  pofture  of  public  affahrs.  In  particular,  he  direiSed  his  attention 
to  tlie  Weflem  ifles,  which  formed  a  remote  province  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
foreign  kingdom,  that  was  occupied  by  a  warlike  people,  and  governed 
by  a  prince  of  the  fame  brave  and  independent  fpirit,  to  whom  many  of 
the  leaders  in  thefe  iflands  were  much  attached.  He  confidered  the  ex- 
pence  of  blood  and  treafure  that  it  would  require  to  preferve  in  fubjedion 
fuch  a  province,  and  the  fmall  advantage,  in  the  end,  it  was  likely  to 
bring  to  the  fUte.     To  this  prince,  peace  was  alfo  far  "more  pleafant  than 

the 
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the  din  of  arms  ;  and  thefe  confiderations  rendered  him  more  than  ordi- 
narily anxious  to  conclude  -a  peace  with  the  Scots. 

This  was  evidently  the  intereft  of  the  one  kingdom,  no  Icfs  than  of 
the  other,  and  particularly  fo  of  the  iflands,  which  had  been  fo  long  un- 
happily the  objedt  of  dil'pute  ;  of  which  all  parties  at  length  became  fo 
fenfible,  that  a  negociation  was  entered  into,  and  a  peace  eftablifhed. 
The  terms  on  which  it  was  concluded  were,  that  the  Ifle  of  Man,  the 
Haebudse,  and  all  the  reft,  except  Orkney  and  Shetland,  ihould  be  ceded 
to  the  Scots,  who,  on  their  part,  agreed  to  pay  a  thoufand  marks  Sterling 
within  the  fpace  of  the  four  fubfequent  years,  and  a  hundred  marks  an- 
nually ever  afterwards,  in  compenfation  for  the  advantages  which  they 
had  acquired. 

With  refped:  to  the  expedition  that  preceded  this  treaty,  the  writers  of 
the  two  countries  do  not  agree ;  fmce,  while  thofe  of  the  one  give  the 
fads  as  ftated  in  the  above  narrative,  thofe  of  the  other  affert,  that  the 
iflands  were  forcibly  taken  from  HacO ;  who,  by  their  account,  had  his 
niunerous  army  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  few,  that  remsdned,  completely  fub- 
dued.  This  account,  however,  is  improbable ;  becaufe,  had  matters  been 
as  they  reprefent  them,  his  fon  could  not  in  the  treaty  have  obtained  iiich 
favourable  terms.  However  this  may  be,  the  Earl  of  Orkney,  in  whofe 
time  thefe  tranfadions  happened  (in  which  perhaps  he  bore  a  fhare)^  died 
foon  afterwards,  and  left  a  daughter,  of  the  name  of  Matilda,  and  a  fon^ 
who  fucceeded  him« 

Magnus  the  Third  was  the  nam&  of  this  fon ;  who  poflefl!ed  die  fame        1267. 
extent  of  territory  which  his  father  had  done :  And  the  only  event  that  : 

deferves  notice  in  his  time,  is  a  contrad  of  privileges,  entered  into  between 
him  and  Magnus  King  of  Norway.  Litde  more  is  faid  of  him,  than  that 
he  left  two  fons,  both  of  whom,  in  fucceffion,  enjoyed  his  eftate  and 
honours. 

Magnus  the  Fourth  was  the  eldeft  of  thefe;  who,  after  he  had  en-        1274. 
joyed  his  father's  fortune  for  the  fpace  of  two  years,  was,  on  the  feftival 
of  St  Olave,  formally  created  an  earl  by  King  Magnus  of  Norway.     He 
died  without  children,  and  was  fucceeded  by  John  his  brother. 

John 
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1284^  John  had  both  Caithness  and  Orkney  in  his  eaildom;  and  was  a 

man  of  fuch  confequence,  as  to  many  a  daughter  of  Eric  King  of 
Norway. 

1 305.  Magnus  the  Fifth  was  the  fon  of  John,  said  moft  probably  the  ofl&pring 

of  that  marriage*  He  feems  to  hare  been  a  prince  of  a  noUe  and  inde- 
pendent ^irit ;  £br^  in  the  year  1S20,  he  fubfcribed  the  famous  letter 
to  the  Pope,  along  with  the  oth^  earls,  barons,  freeholders,  and  com-* 
monity  of  Scodand.  {a)  His  eftate  extended  over  Caithnefs  as  wdl  as 
die  liles ;  and  it  was  in  his  time,  and  perhaps  in  his'  favour,  that  the 
King  of  Norway  prohibited  any  within  his  kingdom  to  bear  the  tide  of 
an  earl,  except  the  King's  fons  and  the  Earls  of  Orkney.  Argifel  and 
Eringifel,  who  are  mentioned  by  one  author  {b)  only  as  hb  fucceflbrs,. 
appear  to  have  been  one  and  the  fame  perfon ;  and  if  any  fuch  perfon  ever 
exifted  (which  ia  at  leafl  doubtful),  it  is  probable  that  he  poflefTed  the 
title  only^  without  the  authority  or  the  emduments  of  the  earkkwu  We 
are  led  to  doiibt  his  exiftence^  hecaufe  no  mention  is  made  of  any  fuch 
mi)  m  that  refpe&aUe  and  authentic  mtonument  {e)  which  was  extra^bed 
by  autiiorky  £rom  die  archives  of  thefe  Ifknda;  and,  therefore^  thete  is 
veafen  to  conclude  dial  the  name  has^  by  £bme  noflake  or  €Cher>  crept  inta 
iSte  annals. 

The  'Eipkopol  fee  of  tin  place  we  have  already  Usext  fiBed  by  Henrey 
er  HaiKfir^,  vdM,-  k  wovdd  appear,  was  the  fame  perfon  with  Henry.  He 
feems  to  have  fhared  the  efleem  and  confidence  of  Haco^  and  was. 
ire^nentiy  about  him  in  his  eefebrated  expedition.     He  died  fix  years, 

1270.  tfisr  that  monarch;  and  was  fucceeded,-  two  years  aftarwaixls,  by  Peter,, 
wi»>  appearsvtxy  have  been  a  n^an  of  much  qoniequence.  Eric  King  of 
Ncorway  appointed  him  one  of  the  Commiffioners  for  negodating  a 
nacri^e  between  him  and  Mar^oret^  a  dai^hter  of  Alexander  the  Thisd 
King  of  Scotland.  The  treaty  was  finally  concluded  at  Roxburgh  oa 
the  feftival  of  the  Apoftle  St  James,  in  the  year  1381 ;  {d)  and  the  Bifhop. 
died  tiuree  years  afier  its  eondufion.  {e) 

Two. 


^a\  Anderfon'ft  Diplom.  et  Numifm.        {b)  Torfeus*        (r)  Diploma  App.  No.  L 
(</)  Rymer.  (^)  Torfeus. 
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'  Two  years  after  the  death  of  this  prelate,  Dolgfeimus  was  appointed        1286. 

his  fucceflbr  j  who  feems  to  have  difcharged  the  facred  fun^on  for  upf 

wards  of  twenty  years. 

William  was  next  appointed  to  that  office.  He.  U*  ipentioned  in  ao  XSio# 
indenture  between  Robert  the  iirft,;  Ka^  of  Scotlaodf  ^^  Haco  the  fi^l^ 
l^ing  of  Norway,  at  Invemeis.  This  prelate,  -fome  yean  after  his  ^ 
pointment,  incurred  the  imputation  of  fufering  irregularities  in  his 
province,  and  of  even  wanting  decorum  in  his  own  charader.  In  order 
to  afcertain  the  truth  or  falfehood  of  this,  his  fuperior  the  Archbifhq>  of  13 19. 
Nidaros  in  Norway  nominated  two  confidential  perfons,  whom  he  invefted 
with  powers  for  that  purpofe.  TJiefe  m^i,  in  exequting  the  trufl  repofed 
in  them,  at  firfl  found  little  to  blame ;  .but  afterwards,  on  a  more  complete 
inveftigation,  they  had  reafon  to  believe  that  the  rQ>orts  in  circuladon  to 
the  Bifhop's  prejudice  were  too  well  founded  j  the  grounds  of  which  they 
had  no  fooner  related  to  their  conftituent,  dian  he  pronounced  fentence 
againfl  him,  in  virtue  of  his  paramount  authority.  (^)  His  refentmrat 
againft  William  on  this  account,  however,  feems  to  have  been  fooa  a|^ 
peafed  j  for,  not  long  afterwards,  we  find  him  mentioned  among  other 
prelates  who  had  been  called  to  bear  teftimony  to  fbme  Popiih  deeds.  {6) 
This  apparent  good  underilanding,  indeed,  was  but  of  fhort  duration ;  as 
he  again  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the  Af chbiihq),  firft  by  his  undue 
interference  refpeding  the  funeral  of  a  lady  of  diitin£tion,  and  afterwards 
by  not  only  throwing  into  prifon,  but  (hipping  off  all  the  effeds  of  one  of 
the  canons  of  his  own  country,  whom  the  Archbifhops  had  thought  proper 
to  appoint  to  coUeifi  one  of  the  taxes,  {c) 

This  tax,  which  bore  the  name  of  St  Peter's  Penny,  may  have  been 
introduced  fi-om  England,  where  one  of  the  fame  name  was  raifed  far 
the  benefit  of  the  Papal  fee  for  feveral  centuries,  and,  as  it  had  been 
found  inconfiftent  with  tlie  condition  of  the  people,  feldom  coUeded ; 
fo  diat  the  attempt  to  colled:  it  now,  might  have  appeared  an  aA  of 
t^preffion ;  and  the  Bifhop's  having  viewed  it  in  that  light,  might  hav« 

been 


{a)  Thorkelin's  Fragments  of  Eng.  and  Irifli  Hift.  (A)  Idem. 

(c)  Thork.  Fragments  of  Eng.  and  Irifli  Hift* 
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been  the  caufe  of  his  treating  the  coUedor  with  fuch  extreme  feve- 
tity.  In  fome  way  or  other,  it  is  probable  he  had  confidered  it  a& 
contrary  to  law  or  juftice;  fince,  in  other  cafes,  he  was  fo  far  from 
giving  oppofition  to  cuftomary  exadions,  that,  on  a  certain  occafion,  he 
not  only  acknowledged  the  Papal  tithes  due,  but  readily  granted  his  obli* 
gation  for  their  payment,  which  was  afterwards  unqueftionably  fulfilled 
here,  as  well  as  it  was  in  Shetland  {a) 

To  William  fucceeded  another  of  the  fame  name,  who  was  bafely 
murdered  in  1383  ;  but  the  caufe  of  that  infamous  deed,  the  perpetrator, 
and  the  circumftances,  are  unknown*  {b) 

The  male  line  of  the  ancient  Earls  of  Orkney  had  now  failed  in  the 
perfon  of  Magnus  the  Fifth;  and  a  new  race,  fprung  fi-om  a  female  branchy 
were  exalted  to  that  dignity,  who  were  not  only  natives  of  Scotland,  but 
internally  connefted  with  that  kingdom. 

For  feveral  centuries  paft,  this  earldom  had  made  a  confpicuous  figure 
in  the  annals  of  the  north,  not  only  on  accouat  of  the  extent  of  its 
territory,  but  for  the  ipirit  of  its  rulers  and  peopfef  and  its  refpeftable  and 
fplendid  connexions,  Befides  Orkney,  which  was  always  confidered  as 
the  centre  of  operation,  and  the  feat  of  government,  where  the  court  and 
Ktde  parliament  were  kept,  the  laws  enaQ:ed,  and  juftice  adminiftered,  it 
contained  not  only  Shetiand,  but  the  counties  of  Rofs,  and  Sutherland, 
and  Caithnefs,  and  had  rendered  tributary  the  Haebudae,  which  were  for 
fome  time  fubjefl:ed  to  its  dominion.  If  to  this  be  added  the  nature  of 
the  foil  and  its  particular  fituatiort,  lying  along  the  Friths  of  Murray, 
Dornoch,  and  Pentiand,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  ocean  that  wafties  the 
fhores  of  the  Weft  Highlands,  and  interfedls  the  Weftem  and  NcMthem 
Ifles,  it  will  appear  evident  that  the  people  muft  have  fubfifted,  in  a  great 
meafure,  by  hunting  and  fiftiing ;  and  this  mode  of  life  would  render 
them  fo  fit  to  be  failors  and  foldiers,  as  would  naturally  give  the  earldom 
a  fignal  influence  in  both  the  naval  and  military  tranfadions  of  thofe 
times. 

Moreover, 

(a)  Thork.  ^.rag.  of  Eng.  and  Irifh  HHl.  {t)  Torfaeus,  p.  177. 
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Moreover,  the  ancient  counts  that  fo  long  held  it,  were  all  of  them 
men  of  high  rank,  and  fome  of  them  of  the  moft  fplendid  talents.  They 
were  conneSed,  by  the  ties  of  blood,^  with  all  the  monarchs  that  then 
ruled  the  north  ;  and,  in  the  retinue  they  kept  at  home,  aa  well  as  in  the 
force  they  carried  abroad,  had  much  more  the  appearance  of  fovereigns, 
than  of  fubjedis,  even  of  the  higheft  denomination.  But,  amidft  all  their 
grandeur,  power,  and  dignity,  it  is  pleafing  to  obferve,  that  their  imitation 
of  the  magnificence  of  Royalty  did  not  lead  them  to  invade  the  rights  of 
the  inferior  orders,  who  feem  to  have  been  deftitute  neither  of  the  fpirit  pf 
independence  nor  of  liberty.  The  inferior  nobility  and  the  gentry  were 
conftantly  their  companions  in  peace,  and  their  captains  in  war ;  they  affift- 
ed  them  with  their  counfel:  in  any  emergency ;  and  in  thofe  difputes  that 
took  place  between  the  contending  Eark^  or  fuch  as  w«re  afpiring  to  that 
dignity,  they  were  frequendy  appealed  to,  or  called  in  as  umpires ;  and^ 
,  notwithflanding  the  ferocity  of  the  age,  in  which  arms  too  often  triumph- 
ed over  juftice,  tiieir  awsords  were  fubmitted  to  cheerfully.  In  fhort,  the 
diflSsrent  ocders^feept  t0bha?7e  refpe£ted.the  rights  of  each  other;  the  lower 
ranks  looked  up  to  thdr  fuperibrs  with  reveraace;  the  higher  clafles 
regsided  diofe  beneadi  diem  with.unafiedod  kihdnefs ;  and,  while  all  were 
united  in  the  bonds  of  mutual  intereft  and  afieflion,  the  country  in  which 
diey  lived  was  prosperous  apd  happy,  refpeSable  in  the  eyes  of  ita  friends^ 
and  formidable  in  thofe  of  its  enemies. 

Magnus,  the  Fifth,  the  laft  of  the  Norwegian  Earis^  left  only  one- 
daughter,  who  was. married  to  Mdis  Earl  of  Stratheme,  in  Scotland,  vv^ho 
prob2i>ly  enjoyed  the.  earidom  Uk  right  of  hb  wife  w^ithout  queftion,  as . 
©o  formal  inveftiture  feems  either  to  have  been  fought  for  or  obtained- 
A  claim, ,  howsever^ .  was  :made  for.  thia  purpofe, .  by  one  Malis,  in  all  pro^ . 
bability  a  fon  of:  that  marriage,  and  a  caveat  entered  to  fecure  the  revenues . 
in  the  country,  till  he  had  time  to  take  the  fteps  that  were  neceflary  for. 
obtaining  what  he  confidered  his  right. 

This  Malis,  who  was  alfo  Earl ;  of  Stratheme,  had  been  twice  married  ; 
firft  to  a  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Montddi,.by  whom  he  had  a  daughter 
of  the  name,  of  Madlda,  afterwiards  married  to  Weyland  de  Ard.     By 

Bb.  hi,^ 
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his  fecond  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Rols,  he  had  four 
daughters ;  the  eldeft  of  whom  was  married  to  William  St  Clare,  Baron 
of  Roflin ;  the  fecond,  tx>  Ginfel  de  Swetheridc ;  the  third  to  Godured  6e 
Spere  j  and  the  youngeft  died  unmarried  Weybnd  de  Ard  had,  by  his 
wife  Matilda,  a  fon  named  Aiexander,  who  inherited  the  earldom  of 
Caithnefs  and  a  certain  proportion  of  Orkney,  in  right  rf  his  mothw ;  but 
he  alienated  the  former  to  Rt)bat  the  Firft,  King  of  Scotland ;  and,  after 
he  had  enjoyed  his  (hare,  and  been  governor  of  the  latter  only  for  a  fhort 
1369,       time,  died  without  children. 

Even  in  his  lifetime,  however,  and  while  the  defcendants  of  the  other 
fifters  were  in  poiTdfion  of  their  re^edive  parts  of  die  earldom,  Henry 
Sinclair,  fon  xrf  William  by  the  eldeft  daughter  of  the  feoond  marriage^ 
claimed  the  whole  earldom,  in  right  of  his  gram^ither ;  and  Haco  King 
of  Norway  granted  k  without  hcfitatioa. 

He  was  perhaps  induced  to  admit  a  claim  (o  evklendy  contrary  to 
jii^ce,  on  accoimt  of  the  troiibleB  in  which  the  ixumtiy  had  beto  involved 
for  wasit  of  fcaae  perfon  invefted  with  iuffident  power,  and  endued  with 
adequate  -talents  to  undertake  the  adminiftradon. 

Ever  fince  the  death  of  Ms^us  the  Fiftii,  no  eari  appears  to  havd 
reiided  in  Odcney ;  and  indeed  it  was  not  to  have  been  expeOed,  iinoe 
bodi.  his  fon>-m4aw  K^is  Eatl  of  Strotheme,  aaid  his  graendfon  of  die 
fame  name,  had  not  only  intereft,  but  connexions  fufficiettt  to  fix  them 
in  anodier  country.  The  femsde  ofispiing  of  the  latter,  and  their 
defcendants  (among  whoni  the  earldom  feems  to  have  been  divided)^ 
couM  rule  only  v^hh  a  divided  find  feeA)le  anathority.  The  confeqttences 
were,  what  might  have  been  naturally  expeded ;  commotions  at  home, 
where  the  people  were  all  nearty  of  the  fame  rank  and  fortune ;  and  de** 
ftrudive  depredations  fiom  abroad,  efpecisiTy  by  mtdtitudes  of  rovers  from 
Scodand.    ' 

In  this  feeble  and  diflrafted  flate,  Henry  Sinclair  obtained  «  gcant  of 
them  y  and  he  feems  to  have  embraced  the  "ferft  favourable  moment  to 
Teprefent,  in  ibong  terms,  tbeir  deplorable  condition  to  his  Sovereign* 
The  ftrince  who  ^len  fwayed  the  Scotifli  fceptre  readily  lifiened  to  has 

reprefentation 
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reprefeqUtioR  and  coiB|)I)kmta ;  and)  oflTended  at  the  irreguhnty  ofhia  awn 
people,  ^  well:  a&  moved  wid\  compafCon  for  the  unhappy  fuiSerers,  he 
iffucKi  9  proclamation,  prohibiting,  under  the  fevereil  penalties,'  any  of 
hb  iubj^dg  firom  entering  Orkney,  except  for  the  iiike  of  trade ;  thefe 
yHsiSkdSi  h^yipg  been  almoft  defglated  by  people  from  hia  country^  This 
P^enaf^ory  mmi^9  iQeens  tx)i  h^ve  had  (he  deGr^d  eSe^. 

To  previQut  any  fuch  calamity  in  ftiture^  a&  well  aa  the  anwrd^  that       1879». 
hj«J  prfsr^led  kv  th«  evWonft,  6«rl  PJewy  Sincfciir  wiftxed  to  fbrengthep  hia 
power,  s^d  cQi><iri^  hi^  right  i  aod  fi>r  this  purpofe  repwed  to  Norway, 
where  th©  »tvf  ft^»Fe  wHi?h  ^  had  fc^meriy  obtained  w*$^  reqew^,     A&. 
b^  W9«,  how^f^ri  th?  fui>)ei^  of  another  prince^  ^  ffaraxiger  in  that  king*- 
^orix^  and  a  n^ve  of  apother,  ^  iirenewal  or  coo&rmation  was  graixted 
QSi  iaiY^fe  9is^  heavy  conditional    Thefe  w»e,  that  he  ihould  confider  the 
grant  as  an  {id  of  royid  favour)  9n4  h^  hpund  always  to  fidelity :  that  h^ 
fliould  fierve  Im  fovereigi^  m  three  wontha  previous  notice^  with  oner 
hundred  n^en  cooople^ly  ^Mfined,  to  be  m;^ntained  while  on  a^ual  fervice- 
^  the  kiBg>  Q^eo^e  i:  that  h?  ihould  de&vidi  Ckkney  and  Shetland,*  not 
^y  with  ^  p^^e  force  of  th§  iflwdsj  but  wi^  the  whoie  power  of 
his  im^\y  QQnf^^km :  t^  he  Should  oevt  bo^  thefe  powers  in  aid  of 
the  ¥^Jf%  of  Norway,  m  «4ei  he  w»s  9C  any  time  sitta^k^  by  a  foreign, 
iftate :  that  he  ihoiJd  buiW  no  fort  or  c^ftlfj  within  the  precinflta  of  the^ 
e^^klpm,  wittK^u^  ^  raysl  cpnfirnt :  th^  h^  ihoutfl  preferve  to  the  inha- 
bi|a?tf.  the  feo^^e  pofleffion  pf  th«ic  Iwrss^  ri^l^  gnd  F^^i^^es,  and  neither 
aliea^te  ftw?  pledge  the  earWqm,  nw  ^  right  to  it^  on  any  account ;  that- 
he  0ig»ki  be  pe§)onfihle  for  his  adminiftratipni  according  tp  the  laws  of* 
Nonyay,  and  attend  hi*  Majefty  ia  the  nationttl  council,  or  oa  any  other- 
Jnft  ^aufe:  that  hei  (houW  take  no  part  witK  th^  Bifhc^  of  Orkney,^  tp 
hip  pcejndfcf*.  ^  enffeer  intp  a  contraift  with  hip^.^ilhout  the  Ring's  appro- 
bation pr  confeftt *  that  in  cafe  th^e  fhoujd. be  af^ure  of  heirsr-male,  the. 
earldom  fhould  revert  to  his  Majefty ;.  and,  finally,  that  ih^  earl  ihould. 
pSby  ^  4»u^vA  ftoW^  ^  gpldi  £nghft^  mm^.  {a)^ 

©  h  2:  Though: 

{a)  Torfaews, 
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Though  thefe  terms  were  hard,  feveral  Scotifli  prelates,  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  engaged  as  fureties  for  then:  performance ;  and,  as  a  farther 
fecurity,  hoftages  were  given  and  retained  in  that  kingdom.  The  earl, 
who  was  now  finally  eftablifhed  in  his  authority,  feems,  during  his  refi- 
dence  at  court,  to  hasre  gained  the  favour  of  the  fovereign  ;  and  he  was 
in  high  efteem  at  home,  both  on  account  of  his  perfonal  qualities,  and  his 
being  defcended  from  one  of  the  firft  families  in  Scotland.  His  anceftors 
had  originally  come  from  France  with  William  the  CiOnqueror,  and  when 
that  fuccefsfril  and  haughty  adventurer  fuffered  them  to  go  imrewarded, 
they  left  his  court  in  difguft,  and,  in  expectation  of  more  favour,  refort- 
ed  to  that  of  the  neighbouring  ftate.  There  they  met  with  a  courteous 
reception ;  and,  gaining  the  confidence  of  the  prince,  and  the  efteem  of 
the  people,  foon  rofe  to  diftindlion  and  wealth  ;  and,  by  means  of  their 
loyalty,  talents  and  virtues,  obtained  fome  of  the  higheft  offices,  which 
they  filled  with  advantage  to  the  kingdom,  and  credit  to  themfelves. 

Thefe  confiderations,  pa-haps,  feparately,  or  in  conjunftion  v^ith  the 
dignity  to  which  he  had  been  fo  recently  raifed,  were  the  caufe  that  this 
earl  was  ranked  next  to  the  archbifhops,  and  before  all  die  bifliops  and 
fenators  of  the  country,  .in  fubfcribing  a  recognizance  of  Eric  of  Pomera- 
nia,  as  juft  and  lawfiil  heir  to  the  Norwegian  crown.     He  was  alfo  pre- 

1888.  fent,  next  year,  in  a  convention  of  the  ftates,  aflembled  for  the  purpofe 
of  its  confirmation.  After  his  elevation,  to  the  tiifpleaftu^,  if  not  to  the 
detriment  or  exclufion  of  his  relations,  whofe  rights  were  nearly  equai  to 
his  own,  his  coufm  Malis  Spere  for  fome  time  refided  in  Shetland,  where 
it  is  probable  he  was  active  in  ftirring  up  diffenfions  againft  the  Earl,  arid 
interfering  with  him  in  the  management  or  in  the  colledion  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  earldom.  For  thefe,  or  fimilar  reafons,  a  conflid  happened 
between  him  and  the  earl,  in  which  Malis  Spere,  with  feven  of  his  com- 
panions, was  flain,  and  the  reft  with  difficulty  efcaped,  and  reached  Nor- 

ls9l.     .  way  in  a  boat 

This  illuftrious  earl  was  firft  married  to  a  daughter  of  the  King  of 
Denmark,  by  whom  he  had  no  iflue  ;  and  afterwards  to  Jean,, daughter 

of 
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of  Walter  Haliburton,  Lord  Dirleton,  by  whom  he  had,  befides  other 
children,  a  fon,  who  fucceeded  him. 

Hemy  Sinclair  was  the  name  of  that  fon,  who  feems  to  have  entered' 
into  the  immediate  poffeffion  of  the  earldom  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
which,  there  is  reafon  to  conclude,  happened  foon  ^er  the  unhappy  af- 
fair with  his  coufin  in  Shetland.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  perfon  of  no 
lefs  confequence  than  his  father,  of  which  the  honourable  appointment 
he  about  this  time  obtained,  aflfords  fatisfeftory  evidence. 

Scotland  was  then  in  fuch  a  turbulent  ftate,  and  the  arm  of  govern- 
ment io  feeble,  that  it  was  deemed  unfafe  for  the  young  prince  to  remain 
fpr  his  education  in  his  own  country  ;  and  France,  which  had  been  the 
old  friend  and  fs^ful  ally  of  the  nation,  was  confidered  as  the  place 
where  he  could  be  inflrudted  with  equal  fafety  and  honour  in  thofe  arts 
that  became  his  high  dignity.  Henry  Earl  of  Orkney  was  the  principal 
perfon  to  whom  James  the  Firft  was  entrufted  on  that  occafion,  who  had 
inftrudtions  to  carry  him  thither  ;  and  while  he  was  £uthfully  difchar^ng 
the  truil  repofed  in  hun,  and  failing  along  the  eafl  coaft,  he  landed  at 
FlamlxMX)ugh,  (either  driven  in  by  ftrefs  pf  weather,  or  with  a  defign  to 
g^ve  the  imnce  relief  from  a  violent  fearlicknefs),  where  both  were  de- 
tained) though  in  the  time  of  a  truce,  and,  by  order  of  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, carried  prifoners  to  London,  {a) 

The  prince  was  long  kept  in  that  country;  but  the  Earl  of  Orkney  was 
fpon  liberated,  or  rather  obtained  leave  of  his  Majefty  to  return  to  Scot^ 
land,  upon  leaving  his  brother  John  as  an  hoftage  for  his  returning  as 
prifoner  into  England  by  the  following  Chriftmas.  {d)  The  very  next 
year,  he,  with  a  fon  of  the  Duke  of  Albany,  and  others,  obtained  letters 
of  fafe-condu£i:  for  coming  into  England,  in  order  to  be  received  as  hos- 
tages for  the  Earl  of  Douglas,  {c)  He  himfelf  granted  a  power  to  his  bro- 
ther John,  to  redeem,  in  his  name,  from  Sir  Walter  de  Lindfay,  the  lands 
of  Johnfton  and  Thunnifton,  in  the  (hire  of  Mearns.  {d)  The  fame  John^ 
r^iyed  from  Henry  V.  a  paflport  into  England,  in  order  to  treat  of  the 

redemption 


(^i)  Buchan.  Hift.  Scot.  {h)  Foed.  Ang.  (r)  Ibid.  (d)  Hay's  Memoirs, 
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redemption  of  tbe  King  of  Scote ;  {a)  and  Horny  bimfdf  another  front 
the  fame  prince,  for  coming  into  England  with  a  retinue  of  twenty  peru 
fond  €£  whoever  d^ree»  to  remain  till  the  Auguft  following,  {i)  John 
did  homage  to  the  King  of  Denmark ;  but  whether  on  his  own  account^ 
Of  in  name  of  his  brqiher  Henrf,  who  had  commiflloned  him  fpeciallj 
lt2Q.  £6r  that  ^fk&f  there  is  no  cestaioty.  The  Earl  died  two  years  afterward^ 
leaving  a  fon  named  William,  by  his  wile  Algidia,  a  granddaughter  of 
Robert  the  fecond^  King  of  ScothuuL 

William  Sinclair  fucceeded  his  £idier  in  the  earidom,  of  which  he  had 
feareely  been  in  pofleffion  one  year,  when  he  was  propoied  as  one  of 
the  hoilagei  to  be  given  for  the  rede?iiption  of  James  the  FirA  ;  and  whea 
that  redempdon  could  not  be  obtained,  he  was  foon  afterwavda  put  in  the 
lift  of  nobles  that  received  a  paflport  jSor  himietf  and  twenty4bur  perfona 
lo  vifit  James  King  of  Scots^  then  a  priibner  in  England,  {c) 

His  lather^  tlmoft  during  his  whole  Itfe,  had  been  employed  in  buii- 
Skefii  of  the  ubnoft  importance,  and,  fisr  thia  reafbn,  fiouod  tittle  l^ure  to- 
Qttlttvate  the  acquaintance  of  th«i:  Sover^n,  of  whom  he  heM  the  eari- 
doms  or  to  renew  the  cdiligaidons,  to  which  his  Oilier,  on  rec^ving  the 
iDif  eftiture,  bad  beoonae  bound  Hb  ion  Wilham  had  begun  f  he  fame  ac^ 
dve  and  honoufable  courlb,  and  was  hkety  to  be  guilty  c£  the  iame  ne^ 
gled ;  and  perhaps  the  Danifh  Mominrh  was  noc  much  di^eafed  to  fee 
ftt^  pQ¥^er^  ful^eiSI^  ef  another  prince  £iil  to  perform  die  cgnditions 
ftipylated  on.  Cfbtaimng  the  grant,  that  be  might  ha^e  a  plaufiUe  preteoct 
fef  4epri¥ii^  ttom  of  the  poffefiion. 

The  two  Bi&ops  of  Orkney,  who  Hved  befoie  this  £«rl;  feem  to  have 
"  Qwde  no  gre^  %we  in  public  a&irs^  as  they  perhaps  confined  themfc^vesi 
to  their  iacred  function*  The  naqieof  the  firft  was  William,  who  was  ap^ 
poinfed  in  tlufieesi  hmidred  and  ninety,  apd  ^  mentioned  in  the  ^me  qf 
1,994.  Hobert  th^  Third,.  King  of  Scotland.  {J)  His  fucceflSMr,  whc^  name  wa& 
H0nry»  .appears  to  h^ve  Hved  as  privately ;  for  ^  only  time  he  is  men-^ 
tioaed»  is  in  an  affiombly  of  die  j^elates  of  Dempark  and  Norway,  held  i»F^ 
a  ifS^  pwpofe  at  Hdfmgburg.  {e) 

Thomia^ 


{a)  Poed.  Ang*        (*)  I^^d.         (c)  Ibid.         (d)  Spottifwoodc.         {e)  Torfseus. 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


Chap.  IV,  THE   ORKNEY   ISLANDS.  199 

Thomas  de  Tulloch,  or  Tholack,  who  fucce^ded  him  in  the  fee,  and  M422* 
was  contemporary  with  Earl  William,  was  a  man  of  far  more  celebrity. 
Letters  of  fafe-condud  were  granted  to  him  and  eight  perfons  in  his  retinue, 
for  a  whde  year,  by  Hairy  the  Sixth,  King  of  England,  (a)  He  feems  to 
have  been  in  much  efteem  with  his  own  Sovereign  ;  for,  when  neidier 
Earl  William  nor  his  father  had  acknowledged  his  fupremacy,  Eric  com<^  ^ ' 

nutted  the  earldom  to  him,  not  as  a  pledge,  or  in  fecurity  for  debt,  but  as 
a  folemn  truft,  to  be  executed  wkh  fiddity,  and  recalled  at  the  pleafure  of 
the  King,  or  that  of  any  of  his  lawful  fucceflcH^.  This  appears  evident 
horn  the  tenw  of  his  lettws,  on  receipt  of  the  commifllon,  which  exprefs- 
ly  declare,  that  he  will  govern  the  peoi^e  with^  equity,  and  according  to 
law ;  maintain  peace  among  them,  to  the  uttnoft  of  his  ability ;  and 
whenever  it  fliould  pleafe  his  Majefty,  fixMn  whom  he  received  the  truft, 
or  any  of  his  fucceflbrs,  to  demand  reftmition,  he  would  readily  deliver 
antD  their  hands,  not  only  «he  cafUe  of  KiikwaH,  but  die  whole  earl- 
-dom.  {i) 

Tbou^  this  prdaite  feems  to  h«v«  bem  w^  quailed  for  the  truft,  ki 
as  far  as  he  had  the  confidenoe  of  the  prince,  as  weH  as  the  aflei^on 
of  the  pec^p^  yet,  to  wfaaterer  cauie  it  was  owing,  his  masiagement,  at 
thb  time,  was  only  of  one  year'^  <hirflft]0!i. 

A  Scodih  geotloman^  whofe  name  was  David  Meyner,  of  Weims^  I43St 
fiicoeeded  him  in  the  government ;  and  ^e  Bifhop  himfi^,  and  Waker 
Frafer,  iubfcrii>ed  his  obligation  as  furedes.  Hiis  precantion,  howevef^ 
was  of  no  eEkSt^  as  it  could  not  Supply  the  defeat  of  principle,  nor  re^ 
ftrain  within  due  bounds,  a  man  wiio  feems  to  have  been  naturally  ad- 
SjBted  to  arbitrary  Iway  and  rapine.  Witlun  four  years,  Ms  depravity 
dtiplayed  itfelf  in  fudi  various  ads  of  widcednefs,  that  (he  people  who 
groaned  under  his  power,  brought  againft  him  no  fewer  Aan  tiiirty-five 
articles  of  accuiation^  which,  on  inquiry,  proved  to  be  fo  wdl-^oimded, 
that  Ae  tyrant  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  {kuatibn,  or  was  driven  from 
it  widi  di%race.  {c)  To  rectify  die  diforders  wMch  fuch  an  adminiftra-  1427» 
tioii  muft  have  proceed,  and  reftore  among  the  peojde  contentment  and 

tranquillity^ 


{a)  RymcT.  ib)  Totftrtw*  {c)  Ibid. 
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tranquillity,  Bifhop  Thomas,  whofe  charader  was  firmly  eftablifhed,  was^ 
on  the  fame  conditions  as  before,  reinftated  in  the  government  of  the  eari»- 
dom,  which,  for  feven  years,  he  held  with  honour. 

If  we  had  not  known  the  extenfive  property  that  Earl  WilHam  poif- 
fefled  in  his  own  country,  the  high  dignity  to  which  he  had  been  raifed, 
and  the  important  duties  which  he  had  been  called  to  perform,  we  fhould 
have  been  at  a  lofs  to  affign  reafons  for  the  time  he  had  fuffered  to  elapfe, 
previoufly  to  his  application  for  the  inveftiture  of  his  eftate.  An  oppor- 
tunity, however,  now  occurred,  which  he  embraced  for  that  purpofe,  and 
his  attempts  were  crowned  with  final  fuccefs.  But,  even  before  this  pe- 
riod, his  intereft  does  not  feem  to  have  been  altogether  negledied,  fince 
one  of  the  articles  of  charge  againft  Meyner  was,  that  he  had  apprc^wi* 
ated  to  himfelf  rents  which  belonged  to  the  Earl,  and  had  refiifed  to  fet 
the  public  feal  to  the  evidence  which  he  had  brought  to  prove  his  rights. 

Between  biB  father's  death  and  his  preferring  his  claim,  doubts  had 
arifen  refpedling  his  right ;  and  other  claimants  had,  it  is  probable,  ajv 
peared,  to  avdl  themfdves  of  that  doubt.  To  clear  up  this  matter,  and 
to  firee  himfelf  fi-om  applications  from  other  quarters,  as  well  as  to  d<^ 
juftice  to  this  celebrated  charader,  Eric,  King  of  Norway,  iflued  ao  order 
to  Thomas  Bifhop  of  Orkney  and  others,  to  fearch  the  archives,  records, 

^  and  all  other  evidences,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  point  in  difpute*     That 

rrfpedlable  prelate  joined  thofe  that  were  named  with  him,  to  form  a  ve^ 
nerable  jury  for  executing  th^  bufinefs ;  and  after  having,  in  the  mofl: 
fdemn  manner,  traced  his  pedigree  firom  the  very  firft  of  the  Earls,, 
afcertained  William's  right  beyond  the  poffibility  of  eontradii^ion.  {a) 

1434.  As  foon  as  this  was  reported,  he  obtained  inveftiture,  and  on  the  very^ 
fame  terms  on  which  it  had  been  formerly  obtained  by  Henry  Sinclair 
his  grandfather. 

This  laft  nobleman,  it  would  appear,  built  the  caftle  of  Kirkwall, 
without  the  authority  or  confent  of  his  Sovereign,  and  contrary  to  the 
obligation  into  which  he  had  himfelf  entered  ;  and  William,  to  atone  for 
that  tranfgreffion,  engaged  to  deliver  it  up,  on  receiving  his  Majefty  s 

mandate 


(a)  Diploma  or  DeduAion.     Fidf  Appendix  No.  L  &  IL 
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mandate  £)r  that  purpofe  ;  and  many  of  hb  countrymen  of  rank  and 
fortune  became  his  furetiea  for  fulfilling  his  engagements  in  this  and  other 
refpefts.  " 

Ever  iince  the  Weftem  ifles  were  ceded  to  the  crown  of  Scodand,  the 
money  ftipulated  to  be  given  on  tliat  account  had  been  negledied  jto  be 
psod ;  and,:  in  a  long  courfe  of  years,  the  principal  and  intereft  had  arifen 
to  a  confiderable  amount.  A  threatening  demand  was  made  for  it  about 
this  time  by  Chriftian  the  Firft,  who,  fome  years*  before^  had  afcended 
the  Daniih  throne.  He  was  the  firft  of  Ae  houfe  of  Oldenburg,  and  had 
at  iaftt  (obtained  the  fceptre  of  the  three  northern  kingdoms,.  Denmark, 
Sweden,  and  Norway.  He  concluded  an  alKance  with  France,  in  order 
to  fix  himfetf  more  firmly  in  the  government.  In  the  treaty  that  form- 
ed and  fecured  that  alHance,  the  annual  of  Norway  (as  this  fum  is  ufually 
denominated)  was  not  forgotten ;  for  a  fpecial  article  was  inferted,  that 
in  cafe  any  difpitte  ilioiild  arife  with  the  Scotifh  Monarch:  on  that  head, 
recQurfe  fhould  be  had  for  afiiftance  to  their  new  ally,  the  King  or 
France* 

The  objeiSl  was  worthy  of  attention,  as  the  fiim  demanded  was  Fai^e., 
Though  only  a^hundred  marks  Had  been  the  fum  fHpiiiated  to  be  paid,  an— 
Quaily,  the  paiaky  of  ten  thou&nd  for  each  failure  was  aifb  charged  ;  and 
the  aggregate  fmn' that  was  due,  ia  the  fpace  of  forty  years  negledi  of 
payment^  had  aarifen  to  nearly  ten  millions.  Steriing  of  our  prefent  mo- 
ney, {a)  Several  fiiiitlefs  negociations  were  therefore  entered  into,  re- 
ipeding  the  payment ;  and  when  botft  fides  few  evidently  that  a  rupture 
was  likisly  to  haj^eo,  they  agreed  to  fiibmit  the  mdtter  to:  the  arhitratiDns 
of  France. 

Comimffioners  atxordingly  appeared  fbr  that  purpofe  before  Charier, 
die  reigning  Monarch,  wiho^  avcrfe  to  ofiend  either  of  fhe  parties,  avail- 
ed himfelf  of  fome  circumflances^  diat  occurred,  as  a  pretext  for  dehy  ^ 
ahd,  in  the  mean  time^  recommended,  as  a  meafiire  of  prudence,  a  mar- 
riage faobi^eeQ  the  young  prince  of  Scotland  and  die  princefs  of  DenmaA,, 
u  ^just  eafy:  and  honourable  method  of  terminating  their  di&rencesa    Af^ 

♦  C  c  *  teir 


{a)  Mr  Pinkcrton*8  Hiftory  of  ScotlancL 
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ter  fome  deliberation,  the  Scodfh  commifnoners,  who  ieem  to  have  been 
invefled  with  powers  for  that  purpoie,  confented  to  the  meafure,  on  coDdi* 
tion  that  tlie  arrears  of  the  annual  were  paid,  and  the  p  yment  for  ever 
remitted  ;  Orkney  and  Shetland  given  up  to  Scotland ;  and  that  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  crowns  ihould  be  given  by  Ghiiftian,  for  the  purpofo  of 
decorating  the  royal  bride  his  daughter,  in  a  maimer  fuitable  to  the  <%«> 
nity  of  both  Idngdoms, 

The  Danifh  commiffioners,  as  they  feem  to  have  had  no  powers  fw 
iX)nfendng  to  fuch  a  meafure,  demurred,  and  craved  time  to  coofuk  their 
court ;  and  while  they  were  thus  employed,  the  burfting  of  a  gun  at  the 
fi^e  of  Roxburgh  put  an  end  to  King  James  the  Second's  lifo.  Hus  e« 
v&it  threw  the  nation  into  the  greateft  confufion^  as  the  prince  was  a  mi* 
nor«  The  cabinet  of  Paris,  therefore,  (leaped  their  proceedings,  and  re* 
commended  deliberation. 

Some  years  after  James  the  Third  had  a£:ended  die  dirooe,  Chriftian 
renewed  his  demand  of  payment  of  the  annual^  accompanied,  hofwevar^ 
with  the  fmcereft  profeffions  of  regard,  and  ardent  wifhes  of  amity  with 
die  King  of  Scotland. 

Jam^  in  return,  was.no  le&  fiberal  in  expreflioniS  of  fiiendflup  for 
die  Daniih  Monarch,  whofo  ccHintry  had  not  only  proximity  of  fituation^ 
but  commercial  connexions  with  his  own,  and  pronEufed  to  fend  ambaffi^ 
dors,  properly  empowered  and  entrufted,  to  ietde  every  point  in  di^>ut9 
between  the  two  crowns* 

Ample  powers  were  of  confoquence  mmiecfiately  conforred  on  oom^ 
fluffioners,  the  chief  of  whom  were  Lord  £vandalt  Chancelktf  of  Scot' 
land,  Boyd  Earl  of  Arran,  and  the  Bifliops  of  Orkney  and  Glafgow,  to 
vifit  feveral  of  the  courts  of  Europe,  In  ord^r  ta  make  choice  of  a  wife 
for  their  young  Sovereign,  and  even  to  ctxidud^  a  marriage,  if  ihef 
found  that  they  could  do  it  on  advantageous  terais.  i 

N(^^yithftaIuling  the  compreheniive  nature  q£  tbttr  commifBoii,  wbicb 
i^ems  to  have  been  intended  either  to  flatter  Denmark,  by  the  pceftr^ioe 
diat  fhould  be  given,  or  to  provide  againft  a  fioinre  m  ti^tcoiuf^ 
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tty^  fhd  Attlbftfladors  went  direSly  16  Copenhagen ^  where  tliey  waited  t&* 
return  of  the  Mqparch  from  his  newly  acquired  Sweditti  dominions. 

Chriftian  was  one  of  tke  moft  potent  princes  that  ever  fat  on  the  DaAifh 
thrdhe*  Befides  the  three  northern  kingdoms,  of  whieh  he  wis  in  pfat 
fdfiott,  he  had  acquired  the  fovereigilty  of  Slfefwiefc  atid  Holft^n,  all  of 
Which,  united^  lerfteed  an  empircf  very  cohCderable  in  extent  and  popula- 
tion. He  was  jiiBUs,  j[)ttident,  genet buSj  and  t>acific  j  ahd  fuch  wa^  Ae 
cfttftibn  ttrt«:tiittfed  oC  his  pow^j  taietitSj  and  virtues,  that  hfe  was  fi^equent- 
Ijr  ck^tl  as  an  itfbiter  tb  deiide  the  deferences  among  ^ohteh^ng  poWt^;. 
Bttt  the  frequerft  teminotians  that  had  Mifen  in  Sweden,  arid  the  itnmehfe 
expence  of  fome  of  his  new  acquifitions,  had  drained  his  tr^afury  to  fuch^ 
an  UftcoriMiton  degree,  that  he  was  efen  at  a  lo6  for  money.  No  prince, 
however,  who  had  fwayed  tte  fceptt^  of  Aat  country,  had  ever  made  hii 
influence  fo  confpicuoiis  in  Europe ;  and  the  affiance  whith  he  had  firnhv ' 
ed  widi  Flrancb  againft  Englandj  rendered  Scotland  a  kingdom  whofe 
friendship  was  of  the  utinoft  confequence  to  promote  hia  intet^eft  and  fe^ 
cofld  his  vJeiVs; 

If  thefe  dtcumftancet  be  dirfy  weighed;  Jh  tonnt'xiott  with  otfiers  that 
might: b«  ftaied;  w^fhaliceafe  to  wonder  at  the  cohdu6k  b£  Chtiflian  in. 
parting  w&h  thole  iflands,  whicfc  conffltuted  a  confiderablfei  tHftugh  reMOtfe 
jht)vince,  titet  had  now,  in  the  codrfe  of  futxeffibn^  come  into  the  handa 
ctf  a  powerful  Scotifh  family^  whofe  fidfefitj  miift  have  ikeea  ev6ntuallyy 
uttcettam  and  precarious;. 

To  Scodwid  they  prefented  widely  difierenti  and  much  greater  adVah^- 
tages;  iThey  lay  in  the  vicinity  of  tlttt  kingdom^  a  fubje£t  of  which  poC^ 
fefled  tiheiii ;  they  were  generally  believed  to  ha<6  made  formerly  a  pro- 
"nnc6  of  that  country,  from  which  they  had  been  torn  by  maritime: 
pcmrer ;  ami  to  unite  them  again  to  that  kingdom^  from  which  they  ha^ 
AtiS  been  taken,  was  confidered  as  an.  ©bjjeft,  not  only  of  intereft,  but 
cf  htmour. 

To  diefe  confideradohs  the  commiflibner^  were  neither  blihd  nt>t  in- 
dttttitihte  i  and  they  dHbhai^  Ae  truft  repofcd  in,  them,  with,  a  zeal  an^ 

Cc  a  ^ 
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a  pradence  that  did  equal  credit  to  the  gOTemment  by  'which  they  were 
appointed,  and  to  themfelves. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  negociation,  they  exerted  their  utmoft  endeavours 
to  prevail  with  the  Danifli  Sovereign  to  relinquifh  his  right  to  thefe  iilands« 
He  refufed  to  do  this ;  but,  compelled  by  the  low  ftate  of  his  finances, 
and  induced  by  the  ftrong  defire  that  he  had  for  the  Scotilh  alliance,  he 
pledged  them  for  the  greater  part  of  his  daughter's  portion. 

After  all  the  preliminary  points  had  been  adjufted,  and  both  parties . 
were  agreed,  this  memorable  treaty  (under  the  name  of  a  contrafl  of 
marriage)  was  concluded,  confilling  of  many  articles,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing are  the  moft  important, 

L  That  the  arrears  of  the  annual  of  Norway  fliould  be  remitted, 
with  all  its  penalties,  and  no  future  payment  fhould  ever  be  exaded  from 
the  King,  Queen,  their  heirs  or  their  children, 

11.  That  the  princefs's  portion  fhould  amount  to  fixty  thoufand  florins, 
of  which  ten  thoufand  were  to  be  paid  previoufly  to  her  leaving  Den- 
mark with  the  ambafTadors ;  and  for  the  remaining  fifty,  her  royal  father, 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  prelates,  peers,  and  chiefs  of  his  king- 
dom, affigned  the  iflands  of  Orkney  as  a  pledgp,  to  be  retained  till  their, 
redemption  by  himfelf  or  his  fucceflfors.  ^ 

•  III.  That  King  James  fhould,  in  cafe  of  his  own  death,  fecure  to 
his  Queen,  Margaret,  the  pofTeffion  of  the  palace  of  Linlithgow,  and  caftie 
of  Down  in  Monteith,  with  all  their  territories,  and  a  revenue,  befides, 
amounting  to  one  third  of  the  royaj  income. 

IV.  That  if  the  Queen,  in  her  widowhood,  fhould  choofe  to  leave 
Scotland,  fhe  fhould,  inflead  of  this  portion,  accept  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  florins,  of  which  fifty  thoufand  fhould  be  confidered 
as  pjdd  on  the  reftoration  of  Orkney  to  the  Danifh  crown,  [a) 

Matters  were  now  fettled  ;  but,  as  the  commotions  which  had  former- 
ly exifted  ftill  continued  to  exhauft  his  refources,  and  Chriflian  had  no^ 
ejq>edation  of  an  immediate  fupply,  he  offered  to  pledge  Shetland,  as  he 
had  done  Orkney,  but  for  eight  thoufand  florina.only,  while  he  paid  the 

remaining 

{a)  Vid^  Appendix,  No.  VL 
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remaining  two  thouiand^  a  fum  equd  to  about  twenty  thoufand  pounds  Ster- 
ling of  our  prefent  money,  (a)  The  terms  were  deemed  reafonable  j  the 
oflfer  was  accepted  ;  and,  from  that  period,  the  iflands  of  Orkney  and  Shet- 
land formed  a  valuable  gem  in  the  Scotifh  crown. 


1468. 


CHAP.    V. 


OF  SOME  MONUMENTS  OF  ANTIQUITY  THAT  ARE  ASCRIBED  TO  THE  SCAN* 
DINAVIANS,  OR,  AT  LEAST,  REFf;RRBD  TO  THE  PERIOD  WHEN  THEY 
POSSESSED  THESE  ISLANDS. 

To  the  people  that  preceded  the  Norwegians,  we  have  already  afcribed 
the  Pi£ts-houfes,  fingle  (landing  ftones,  and  tumuli,  which  fo  often  prefent 
tiiemfelves  to  view.  Some  of  the  latter  kind  were  then  piupofely  omit-, 
ted,  not  fo  much  on  account  of  any  peculiarity  in  their  nature,  as  becaufe 
they  appear  to  be  of  a  later  date.  We  ihall  now  confider  them.  The 
circumftance  which  diftinguiflies  them  from  the  former,  is  their  being, 
met  with,  not  fmgle,  nor  even  feveral  of  them  together,  but  in  large 
g^oxjps.     They  are  found  in  feveral  places. 

The  ifland  of  Weftray,  in  particular,  contains,  on  the  north  and  foutfa- 
weft  fides  of  it,  a  great  number  of  graves,  fcattered  over  two  extenfive 
fJains,  of  that  nature  which  are  called  linis  [b)  in  Scodand.  They  have  at 
firft„  perhaps,  been  covered  by  tumuli,  or  barrows,  though  of  this  thare 
18  no  abfolute  certainty,  as  the  ground,  on  which  they  are,  b  compofed  en-  ' 
tirely  of  fand^  by  the  blowing  of  which  the  graves  have  been  only  of 
late  difcovered.  They  are  formed  either  of  ftones  of  a  moderate  fize,  or 
of  four  larger  ones  on  end,  arranged  in  the  form  of  a  cheft,  to  contain 
the  body,  and  fuch  other  articles  as  the  cuftom  of  the  time  interred  with 

it 


L 
GraTes  in 

Weftray. 


{a)  Mr  Pinkerton's  Hiftory  of  Scodand. 

(h)  Sandy,  flat  grounu,  generally  near  the  fea 


Digitized  by 


Google 


dOd  ttlBTORY    OF  Book.  IL 

it  tew  or  no  tnitks  ©f  burning  are  obfervabfe  in  thefe  manfions  of  the 
dead,  Avhidh  are  occupied  moftly  by  bones,  nc>t  of  men  only,  but  bf  fe- 
T^ral  other  aninia)s«  Weyrlike  Inftruitieiltd,  of  the  kind  theti  in  ufe,  alTo 
make  a  part  of  their  contems,  among  which  may  be  reckoned  boUtle-iELK^ 
two-handed  fwords,  broad  fwords,  helmets,  fwords  made  of  the  bone  of 
a  large  fifh,  and  alfo  daggers.  They  have,  befides,  been  foimd  to  con- 
tain inftruments  employed  in  the  common  purpofes  of  life,  as  knives  and 
combs ;  and  others  that  have  been  ufed  as  ornaments,  fuch  as  beads,^ 
broaches,  and  chains  ;  together  Vdth  fctaxe  Ofher  articles,  the  ufe  of  which 
is  now  unknown.  Of  this  laft  kind  may  be  mentioned,  a  flat  piece  of 
nlatble,  df  a  eirotihr  form,  about  two  inches  and  a  half  in  diameter ;  feveral 
flone^,in  (hi^e  and  i^pearanee  like  whetftones,  that  had  never  be«i  Hfed  j 
and  an  iron  veflel,  refembling  a  helmet,  only  foiir  ihchfes  Mid  k  half  in  the 
cavity,  much  damaged,  as  if  with  the  {broke  of  a  fharp  weapon,  fuch  as 
aii  ax  ot  a  fvvord.  In  one  of  thefti  was  found  a  metal  fpoon,  aftd  a  glafe 
cijp  that  cotttiinfed  two  gilli  Scotch  toeafure  ;  and  ih  ahotfio-,  a  number 
of  ftones,  fotttted  into  the  ftiipe  and  fixe  of  ivborles^  (4)  Kke  thofe  Utak 
were  formerly  ttfed  for  fpihning  Iti  Scoflahd; 

iThat  the^e  ire  not  ordinary  placed  of  internient,  appears  evideiit  froia 
tlie  fiiultitude  of  gfaves  fo  widely  fcattered  ove*  the  plains  ;  which  ti*^ 
ctrtftftance  rather  poklts  then!  oiit  as  Ae  fcfehes  of  fo  many  hoftikf  cSfK 
gagements.  No  record,  however,  (hat  has  feached  us,  hpr  even  ifljf 
triditibn,  pcints  out  ^lieft,  ot  oh  what  ofecafion,  fueh  fatal  itftiofls  k^ 
p^dd. 

Manjr  ifiturfxorts,  both  froth  the  JligHands  and  the  H«budae,  were  m 
dilcl^nt  titties  made  into  thefe  iflaftds;  artd  the  tnoft  defperate  Vateur 
ffitrwft  in  defending  their  property,  as  well  as  in  feizing  Mid  earryllag  oflT 
the  pfattder.  In  fbme  erf  thde,  perhaps,  fiie  inhabitants  of  the  iflahd 
riilghi  ha^e  afembled  6ft  thefe  plains,  io  prevent  the  landing  of  their  ene^ 
ihleS ;  ind,  ih  confeqnehce  of  a  battle,  fiich  of  the  natives  2is  had  beett 
kifted,  might  have  bfttn  buried  on  the  fields,  togethe*  >Arith  their  favourite 
bfe^db  or  birds,  their  ornaments,  and  fuch  other  things  as  in  life  had  ihared 

their 


{a)  A  round  perforated  piece  of  wood,  put  iipoh  a  fpindfe* 
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th?ir  afffeftion.  This  is  rath©-  a  mbre  probable  fuppofition,  than  that 
thpfe  ai¥  the  graves  of  fuch  men  a«  had  intended  ^n  invafion  of  the  ifland, 
an4,  as  fgon  as  t  ^  y  land^,  had  been  attacked  by  the  people,  and  flaugh- 
X^^  oji  the  fpot,  where  they  were  immediately  buried  with  their  e£- 
fefts,  as  a  piem^ial  erf  their  injvftice  and  audacity.  To  this  opinion 
there  is  ^  fplid  obje^iipn,  »rifmg  from  the  manners  of  the  age,  and  th^ 
§uftom  of  enemies,  who  feldom  or  never  bellow  fuch  attention  on  the 
interment  erf  one  another. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  fmgle  (landing  ftones  as  banging  w 
ano^er  period,  and  another  people ;  their  nature,  fonn,  iize,  and  rude 
fimplipity  w^re  pointed  out,  and  a  probable  conje£l;ure  hazarded  with  re- 
gard to  the  purppfe  for  which  they  were  defigned. 

gtrange  as  they  may  appear,  they  are  not  peculiar  to  this  place :  they 
are  found  in  Scandinavia,  from  which  perhaps  the  firft  inhabitants  of  this 
coyntry  ori^naUy  came ;  and  l^ey  are  alio  ibmedmet  found  in  Great 
Britain. 

But  thofe  that  are  formed  into  figures  of  varicais  fom,  efpecially  ciiw 
cle^  and  femicircles,  are  the  moil  curious  and  reoiarkable ;  and  it  is  truly 
aftonifhing,  that  though  they  occur  in  diff^:«nt  places,  they  have  not,  fo 
f^r  as  we  have  learned,  been  taken  notice  c£  by  any  of  the  ancient  tm- 
ters.  The  reafon  p^haps  is^  that,  as  they  bear  evident  marks  of  being 
Gothic  monuments,  they  muft  be  referred  to  a  later  bqb^  when  that  peo- 
ple had  fpi'ead  themfelves,  in  nations,  tribes,  and  coloniea^  through  moft 
of  the  countries  of  the  weft  of  Europe.  They  have  indeed  been  con& 
dered  as  Drmdical  temples,  according  to  a  fafhion  which,  for  half  a  cen- 
tury paft,  has  prevailed,  to  afcribe  almoil  every  monument  of  antiqtuty  to 
that  extraordinary  order  of  men.  But  had  thefe  been  the  authors  of 
fuch  5Qonuments,  hiftory  would  not  have  been  filent  on  the  fubjeft ; 
which  conftantly  mentions  their  having  no  temples  whatever,  and  wor- 
fliipping  tke  Deity  in  groves  only.  Befides,  had  they  been  places  of  woJt- 
0iip  peculiar  to  that  celebrated  people,  they  would  have  naturally  fhared 
the  fame  fate  v^rith  themfehres,  and  been  razed  to  the  foimdation,  as  foon 
as  the  priefts  tiiat  had  officiated  in  them  were  deftroyed.     That  this  had 

not 
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jiot  been  the  cafe,  is  evident ;  for,  in  the  fouth,  as  well  as  in  the  norths 
they  remain  ftill  entire ;  and  had  they  then  exifted,  and  had  any  con- 
nexion with  that  people,  Tacitus,  when  he  mentions  the  deftru£tion  of 
their  groves,  would  not  have  failed  to  have  taken  fome  notice  of  them 
alfo.  {a)  The  very  date  of  fome  of  them  in  Scandinavia  is  moreover 
well  known  ;  (3)  and  the  ufe  of  them  pointed  out  by  the  writers  of  that 
country,  who  inform  us,  that  they  are  denominated,  in  popular  language, 
tingSy  or  courts  ;  and  that  they  are  places  appropriated  for  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juftice,  and  the  oblation  of  facrifices.     *  A  judicial  circle  ftands 

*  there,  where  men  were  doomed  to  facrificfe. ' — ^  There  Thorder  Galler 

*  eredted  a  court  for  one  quarter,  by  the  confent  of  all  the  men  of  that 

*  quarter. '  [c)     Tliefe  circles  and  femicircles,  therefore,  or  the  ftones  e- 
Te£ted  into  thefe  forms,  are  to  be  confidered  as  intended  to  ferve  the  dou- 
ble purpofe  of  temples  and  courts  of  juftice,  or  places  for  aflembling 
large  bodies  of  people  for  various  ends ;  and  they  are  plainly  to  be  afcrib- 
ed  to  thofe  nations  that  were  of  Gothic  origin.     Though  their  form  is 
fimilar,  they  are  very  different  in  their  dimeniions,  according  to  the  pur- 
pofe for  which  they  were  defigned.     In  the  largeft  clafs  we  may  certainly 
rank  Stonehenge  in  England,  which  is  unqueftionably  the  moft  fupetb 
and  magnificent  objed  of  the  kind  ;  and  tvhich,  if  it  be  not  the  burial 
place  of  the  celebrated  Saxon,  as  the  name  feems  to  import,  might  have 
-been  the  place  for  the  meeting  of  their  national  affembly,  as  they  met  in 
ihe  open  air.  (//)     To  the  lame  clafs  may  be  referred  that  noble  circle  of 
Claflemis  in  the  Lewes,  [e)  which  may  have  been  a  court-houfe,  m  which 
affidrs  of  importance  might  have  been  tranfaded,  relative  to  the  intereft  of 
the  community.    Their  kings  and  chieifs  were  alfo  fometimes  eledled  in  thefe 
large  circles  ;  while  the  leffer  ones  were  ufed  as  temples  of  the  inferior  gods,, 
and  not  unfrequendy  as  family  burying  places,  (y")     It  might  have  been 
naturally  expeded,  that  fome  fuch  objedks  would  have  exifted  here,  aa 
the  country  had  been  fo  long  occupied  by  the  fame  people,  who  had  e- 

reded 


(fl)  Tacitus.  (/>)  So  Mr  Thorkelin  told  Mr  Pinkerton. 

{c)  Ifiands  Landnama  Bok.  {d)  Tacitus.  (e)  Martin,  Wcftcm  Iflcs. 

(/)  Wormius,  Olaus  Magnus^  and  Dalberg  Succia  aHt.  &  hod- 
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refted  and  ufed  them  in  other  places.  And  accordingly  in  many  places 
are  feen  finall  circles,  but  without  ftones  around  them  now,  whatever 
might  have  been  formerly ;  and  the  iflands  poflefs  alfo  their  Claflemis,  and 
even  their  Stonehenge,  which,  though  often  vifited,  and  fometimes  de- 
fcribed,  is  ftill:  but  little  known* 

The  Mainland,  toward  the  weft,  is  interfe£led  from  fouth  to  north,  to 
the  diftance  of  nearly  five  miles,  by  the  loch  of  Stennis,  which,  near  the 
middle,  is  ahnoft  divided  into  two,  by  the  plains  on  each  fide  ftretching 
out,  and  nearly  meeting  with  each  other.  Thefe  plains  are  pleafiindy  fi- 
tuated  in  the  bofom  of  the.  lodi,  and  in  the  centre  of  an  immenfe  amphi- 
theatre, in  the  area  of  which  are  the  pariihes  of  Stennis,  Harra,  and  Bir- 
fa.  Its  limits  are  the  hills  of  Orphir,  Rendal,  and  Sandwick,  and  the  ma- 
jeftic  hills  of  Hoy,,  which,  toward  the  ibuth,  lye  at  a  much  greater  dit 
tance^  and  bound  the  profped.     That  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  loch  con-  U. 

tains  a  circle  fixty  fathoms  in  diameter,  formed  by  a  ditch  on  the  outfide,  stcnnL. 
twenty  feet  broad  and  twelve  deep ;  and:  on  the  infide,  by  a  range  of 
Ibinding  ftones^  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  high,  and  four  broad ;  feveral 
of  them  are  £illen  down,  of  others  fragments  remain,,  and  of  fome. 
ciily  the  holes  in  which  they  ftood  The  earth  that  has  been  taken 
'from  the  ditch  has  been  carried,  away,,  and  very  probably  been  made  ufe 
of  to  form  four  tumuli,  or  barrows,  of  confiderable  inagnitude,  which  are 
ranked  in  pairs  on  the  eaft  and  weft,  fide  of  this  remarkable  monument 
of  antiquity. 

The  plain  on  the.  eaft*  border  of  the  loch  exhibits  a  femicircle,-  fixteen. 
tithoms.  in  diameter,  formefd.not,  like  the  circle,  with  a  ditch,  but  by  a 
mound  of  earth,  and  with  ftones  in  the  infide,  like  the  former  in  fliape,, 
though,  of  much  larger  dimenfions.     Near  the  circle,  there  are  ftanding; 
ftooes  that  feenLto  be  pkced.  in  no  regular  order  that  we  can  now  diC- 
cem  ;  and  as  near  the  femicircle  are  others  of  the  fame  defcription.     In 
one  of  thfe  latter  is  a. round  hole,  not  in*  the  middle,,  but  towards  one  of 
the  edges,  much,  worn,  as  if  by  the  fridion-of  a  rope  or  chain,  by  which 
feme  animal  had  been  bound.     Toward  the  centre  of  the  femicircle,  too^ 
.la. a  very  large  broad  ftone  now  lying  on  the  ground;  but  whether  it 

D  d  '  ftood: 
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» 

Hood  formerly  like  diofe  around  it^  or  has  been  raifed  and  fiipported  on 
|)iil^r8  to  ferve  a  particular  purpofe,  we  fliail  not  take  upon  us  to  deter- 
mine. 

Thefe  extraordinary  monuments  have,  like  abnoft  all  others  of  die 
fame  nature,  been  fuppofed  Druidical ;  but  with  very  litde  reaibo,  fince 
there  is  not  the  leaft  fhadow  of  evidence  that  that  order  of  men  was 
ever  within  thefe  iflands.  Even  the  Celts,  of  whom  they  were  the  priefts, 
and  of  whom  they  had  the  entire  and  abfolute  diredtion,  never  feem  to 
have  had  any  footing  here,  as  is  demonftrable  ifrom  the  names  of  men 
and  places,  and  the  ancient  language,  as  well  as  from  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  of  the  people,  being  all  of  them  Pi^Sifh,  Gothic,  or  Danifti. 

To  the  fame  people,  therefore,  from  whom  are  derived  all  things  elfe 
refpeding  this  country,  thefe  monuments  muft  alfo  belong. 

The  purpofes  to  which  objects  o(  that  nature  w^re  applied  in  the 
countries  from  which  Orkney  received  its  inhabitants,  will  lead  us  to  die 
tife  of  thofe  which  we  have  now  diefcribed.  like  monuments  of  the 
fame  kind,  they,  it  is  highly  probable,  have  been  defigned  for  a  head 
court  of  law,  or  the  convention  of  a  popular  affembly,  for  enadHng  (alu^ 
tary  regulations ;  and,  upon  great  and  folemn  occafions,  for  a  temple  to 
Odin,  the  Scandinavian  god.  For  the  combined  and  important  ends  of 
law  and  religion,  no  fpot  could  have  been  devifed  more  convenient  in  its 
iituation.  Not  fer  diftant  from  the  middle  c£  the  Mainland,  which  is  it- 
felf  in  the  centre  of  the  iflands,  at  nearly  an  equal  diftance  from  Biria, 
where  the  princes  and  earls  ufed  to  retide,  and  Kirkwall,  which  had  long 
been  confidered  as  the  capital ;  Stenius  is  within  a  mile  of  the  bay  of 
Frith,  to  which  boats  from  the  North  Ifles  have  ready  accefe ;  and  ftill 
nearer  to  the  bay  of  Kairfton,  in  which  boats  land  from  the  South  Ifles 
with  equal  facility.  Before  any  civil  bufineis  commenced  in  thefe  con- 
ventions, facrifices  would  be  performed ;  and  the  perforated  ilone  that 
(lands  near  the  femicircle,  might  have  ferved  for  feflening  the  vidim, 
while  that  near  its  centre  was  probably  nxade  ufe  of  as  an  altar  for  the 
immolation^ 

At 
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At  Applecrofs,  in  the  weft  of  Rdsfhire,  are  ftanding  ftones  limilar  to 
thefe  ;  fome  of  which  are  formed  into  a  circle,  and  others  into  a  trianglei 
with  one  in  the  midft  of  them,  perforated  in  the  fame  manner.  Very  near 
them,  too,  are  tumuli,  or  mounds  of  earth,  fuch  as  thofe  mentioned  near 
the  ftones  of  Stennis.  Another  of  thefe  circles,  compofed  of  ftones  of  the 
feme  nature,  and  in  the  fame  circumftanccs,  ftands  in  a  moOT,  near  Beau-- 
ly,  in  Invemefsfhire. 

TTie  wdghts  of  this  country,  as  they  are  very  ancient,  and  of  a  fo-  m. 

reign  origin,  entirely  different  from  thofe  ufed  in  any  other  part  of  tho  "W^^igt^^^^ 
kingdom,  claim  our  attention  in  this  chapter,  Befides  thd  laws,  magif- 
trates,  and  language,  which  the  inhabitants  retained  at  the  ceffion  of  thefe 
iflands  to  the  crown  of  Scodand,  they  had  alfo  the  misfortune  to  retain 
their  weights,  which  are  in  their  nature  imperfect,  and  ftill  more  fo  from 
die  ftrange  manner  in  which  they  are  conmlonly  ufed. 

Thefe,  togedier  with  the  weighing  inflruments,  were  imported  from- 
Norway,  where  they  are  mentioned  at  a  very  early  period,  and  are  ftill 
in  general  ufe.  {a) 

The  finalleft  of  thefe  weights,  of  the  one  of  the  loweft  deriotoination, 
is  the  marL  Twenty-four  marks  make  a  fetteen  or  lifpund,  or  pund 
byfiner,  or  fpan  •^(^)  all  of  which  are  equivalent  and  convertiWe  terms  ; 
and  though  the  three  latter  are  now  obfolete,  they  were  dommonly  lifod- 
ih  the  laft  age ;  fix  fetteens,  or  lifpimds;  make  a  meilj.  and  twenty-four 
meils  a  laff. 

The  weighing  inftruments,  which  are  of  the  fame  extraftiori,  are  die 
byfmer  and  pundler;  on  the  former  of  which  are  reckoned  marks  and 
fetteens,  or  lifpunds  j  and,  on  the  latter,  fetteene  and  meik 

The  bjfmer  is  a  lever  or  beam  made  of  wo(Jd,  about  three  feet  long  ; 
and  from  one  end  to  near  the  middle,  it  isf  a'  cylinder  of  about  three  in- 
ches diameter,  thence  it  gently  tapers  to  the  other^  ©id,  which  k  not  a^- 
bove  one  inch  in  diameter.  Froni  the  middfe,  a*!!  along  this  fmalleft  end, 
it  is  marked  with  fmaH  iron  pinsf  at  unequal  cfiflances,  which  ferve  to* 

I>  d  2  point 
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point  out  the  weight,  from  one  mark  to  twenty-four,  or  a  lifpund.  The 
bddy  to  be  weighed  is  hung  by  a  hook  in  the  fmall  end  of  the  inftru- 
ment,  which  is  then  fufpenfded  horizontally  by  a  cord  around  it,  held  in 
the^  hand  of  the  weighs,  who  fhifts  it  towards  the  one  end  or  the  other, 
till  the  article  he  is  weighing  equiponderates  with  the  large  end,  which 
lerves  it  as  a  counterpoife ;  and  when  they  are  in  equilibrio^  the  pin  near- 
eft  the  cord  points  out  in  marks  the  weight  of  the  fubjedl  weighed^ 

The  pundler  is  a  beam  about  feven  feet  long,  and  between  three  and 
four  inches  diameter,  fomewhat  of  a  cylindrical  form,  or  rather  approach- 
ing to  that  of  a  fquare,  with  the  comers  taken  off;  and  is  fo  exaiJily  fi- 
milar  to  xhejiatera  Romana^  or  fteelyard,  as  to  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of 
any  farther  defcription. 

There  are  two  of  thefe  inftruments  m  ufe ;  the  one  for  weighing  bear 
or  bigg,  and  the  other  malt ;  and  hence  they  are  denominated  the  bear 
and  malt  pundlers.  The  former,  though  conftruded  on  the  fame  princi- 
ple, and  in  the  fame  form  with  the  latter,  is  one  third  lefs  in  its  weight ; 
every  meil  and  fetteen  being  but  two  thirds  of  the  fame  denomination  on 
the  malt  pundler  ;  which  is  therefore  confidered  as  the  flandard  of  the 
bear  pimdler,  and  on  this  account  the  latter  is  feldom  ufed. 

The  pundler  is  the  inflrument  employed  for  weighing  malt,  meal^ 
bqar,  oats,  and  other  grofs  and  weighty  commodities ;  while  the  byfmer  is 
made  ufe  of  for  afcertaining  the  weight  of  butter,  oil,  fait,  wool,  cheefe^ 
and  other  articles,  which  are  divided  into  fmaller  parts,  to  ferve  the  va- 
rious purpofes  of  retail  in  the  country. 

So  intricate  are  thefe  weights,  and  fuch-is  the  uncertainty  that  attends 
them,  that  even  the  natives,  who  ufe  them  daily, ,  are  far  from  being  a- 
greed  what  fhould  be  the  exadl  weight  of  each  denomination.  Some  con- 
tend that  the  mark,  which  is  the  radical  weight  of  which  all  the  reft  are 
multiples,  fhould  weigh  eighteen  ounces  ;  while  others .  affert,  that  it 
(hould  weigh  two  and  twenty.  But  the  moft  juft,  as  well  as  the  moft 
common  opinion  is,  that  it  ought  to  be  equivalent  to  twenty-two  ounces  ; 
and  of  confequence,  the  fetteen,  or  lifpund,  fhould  contain  thirty  pounds, 
and  the  meil  eleven  ftones  four  pounds,  Amilerdam  weight 
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No  weights  can  long  remain  juft,  unlefs  there  be  feme  fixed  and  ac- 
knowledged ftandards,  to  which  occafional  application  may  be  made,  in 
cafe  of  any  real  or  fuppofed  deviation.  The  original  ftandards  of  thofe 
in  queltion  have  been  long  fince  loft  or  deftroyed  ;  and  thofe  that  have 
been  introduce^  in  their  room  are  faid  to  .be  very  diflferent ;  artd,.  inftead 
of  being  fixed  by  any  certain  rule,  diey  are  fluctuating^  and  in  a  great 
meafure  arbitrary. 

But,  what  is  more  extraordinary,  a  fetteen,  or  lifpimd,  on  the  byfimer, 
is  difierent  firom  a  fetteen  on  the  pundler;  and  all:  the  marks  on  the 
former,  and  the  fetteens  on  the  latter,  are  entirely  different  from  one 
another.  This  occafions  fome  particular  weights  on  each  of  thefe  inftru- 
ments  to  be  moft  advantageous  to  the  feller,  as  others  are  to  the  buyer; 
and  this  being  known  only  to  thofe  who  aie  much  in  the  pradice  of 
weighing,  not  only  ftrangcrs,  but  alfo  the  bulk  of:  the  people  are  unable 
to  guard  thenifelves  againft  impofition. 

r  .  Even  thofe  who  are  moft  intimately  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
thefe  inftruments  find  inconveniences  arifing  from  the  ufe  of  them ;  for,  on 
^e  byfmer,  the  leaft  deviation  from  a  mark  cannot- be  Ids  than  ten  ounces ; 
nor  can  the  fame  deviation  from  ahy  one  ietteen  on  the  pundler  be  le& 
than  eight  pounds ;  and,  vrhat  is  wwfe,  a  certain  dexterity  in  thofe  who 
are  accuftomed  to  weigh  much,  will  create  the  fame,  if  not  a  greater 
difference,  witixout  any  poffible  remedy. 

Such  imperfeA  inftruments,  and^  fuch  a,  mode  df  ufing  them,  fan£fci(uied 
in  a  great  meafure  by  cuftom,  muft,  it  is  evident,  have  a  pernicious  in- 
fluence on  the  condition  of  the  people ;  not  only  as  occafionally  hurting  thdr 
intereft,  but,  what  is  of  more  deplorable  confequence,  fapping  the  foundation 
of  their  moral  principles.  Thofe  who  have  occafion  to  ufe  them  moft,  are 
in  general  tenants  at  vydll,  with  little  ftock,  whofe  poverty  and  dependence 
ftamp  a  tow  cunning  on  their  charader,  which  dilcovers  itfelf  on  many 
'occafions;  and,  from  men  of  that  ddcription,  refiftance  can  fcarcely  be 
expeded  to  the  temptation  of  procuring  an  immediate  advantage  from  the 
iniquity  of  their  weights,  efpecially  as  the  dete^onis  diflicult;  and  if  it 
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ihould  take  place,  the  diflference  ia  the  weight  may  be  attributed  to  fiipe- 
rior  {kill,  or  greater  exaSnefe. 

But  thefe  weights  are  not  only  imperfe^  in  thanfehres,  and  open  a 
wide  door  to  firaud  in  the  ufe  erf  tfajem ;  they  are  alfo  laid  to  hare  departed 
from  what  they  vrere  origmally,  and,  in  the  hpCe  of  ages,  increafed  to  a 
much  greater  magnitude.  The  people  of  ev&j  rank  mmmur  againft 
them  as  imjuft,  and  ill  calculated  to  ferve  the  purpofe  for  which  they 
were  intended ;  and  yet  a  fisw,  who  either  derived  or  expeded  to  derive 
an  advantage  from  them,  have  not  been  afhamed  to  profe&  diemfelves 
dieir  advocates,  and  have  even  gone  ib  £u:  as  to  oppofe  fome  attempts 
that  have  been  made  to  afcertsun  dieir  amount,  or  have  them  converted 
into  the  ordinary  weights  of  the  kingdom.  Had  the  whole  of  the  in*- 
habitants  been  unanimous  in  dieir  endeavours  to  get  rid  of  tfaem,  they 
*  would  loi^  before  this  dme  have  been  fet  afide. 

Litde  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  the  Earl  of  Galloway,  at  the 
head  of  a  number  of  gentleniea  here,  who  were  in  no  very  friendly  terma 
with  the  Earl  of  Morton,  then  grantee  of  the  Crown  rents  in  Orkney,  en- 
toed  into  a  r^felunon,  from  a  coavidHon  of  the  increafo  of  tibefe  weights, 
to  a^ly  for  redrefs  to  die  law  of  their  country.     Bbr  this  purpde^ 
they  induftrioufly  colid£ted  information  from,  ievery  quspter ;  and,  firfti  by 
widilnplcfing  the  payment  of  thor  feu-^iuties,  and  afterwards  bringing  an 
aftion  before  the  competent  court^^ey  involved  hisLoidihip  in  a  lawiiiit; 
Ekodhg  die  couzfe  of  the  afidon,,  they  pleaded  m  excufe  for  theutf^jetaming 
the  feurduties,  the  tmjuft  .suid  extravagant  increafe  of  die  weight?  made 
ti&  of  to  afcertaia  dieir  quantity ;  and  declared  dieb:  wtllingnefr.  to  pay 
what  they  ware  bound  to  do,  provided  no  more  was  exaSed  thaa  would 
lopire  been,   had.  the  weights  been   of  die  fame  ftandard  they  were 
when  die  iflands  ^wre  ceded  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland    They  contended 
jnd'With  tnithi  that  the.  laws,  language,  manners,  cuftomst^,  and  particu- 
larly the  weights^  were  derived  fit>m  Norway ;  and  that,  if  a  ftandard  of 
diem  were  any  where  to  be  found,  it  was  moft  likely  to  be'  in  that 
tx)xmtiy*     To  afdertaiathe  truth  as  to  this  point,  application-  was  made 
itroiifeh  the  Britifti  Conful,  to  the  Burgomafter  at  Bergen,  Superintendant 
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in  chief  of  the  Police,  and  Confervator  of  the  ftandards  of  the  weights 
and  meafures^  of  that  kingdonfi^  who  tranfmitted  a  certificate,  containing 
the  moft  a^iple  and  &tis£a£tory  infonnation.  In  this  paper  he  afTures 
them,  that,  firom  the  eariieft  dmes,  the  mark,  which  had  always  been 
confidered  as  the  radical  weight,  contained  e^cadly  eight  ounces,  or  half  a 
pound ;  die  fetteen,  confifting  of  twenty  four  marks,  twelve  pounds ;  and 
the  meil,  of  cpniequence,  (eventy-two  pounds.  Having  gained  tlus  in- 
telligence, which  they  confidered  juftly  as  of  importance,  they  imagined 
themfehres  entitled  to  infer,  that  the  weights  in  Orkney  were  the  fame  as 
in  Norway  at  the  time  the  iflasnds  ceafed  to  be  dependent  o^  that  country. 

They  had  evidence,  or  fuppofed  they  had,  that  the  ori^n  of  the 
increafe  could  be  traced  to  the  avaricious  and  oppreffive  ^irit  of  Robert 
Stewart,  Eari  of  Orkney ;  that  thefe  weights  had  received  a  ferther  ?rtig-  * 
mentation  during  the  defpotic  reign  of  his  fon  Patrick}  that  the  farmers 
of.  t|)6  Grown  rents,  fubfequent  to  die  time  of  diefe  earls,!  had  ^covered 
Ikde  inclinadon  to  ^n^quifli  their  intereft,  £b  fitr  as  to  reftore  matters  to 
theit  ancient  ftate ;  and  that  they  had  increaied  confiderably  evein  fined 
the  Mc^on  fiunily  had  come  into  pofieffioiu  To  the .  extravagant  haghft 
to  which  they  had  arrived,  they  afcribed  the  ftate  of  the  iflands  .^  JdsiS 
period,  which  they  represented  as  poor  in  compariibn  of  what  they  liad 
been  in  former  times ;  that,  for  want  of  the  mieans  of  induftry,  tradd 
vras  in  a  languifhing  ftate,  fifheries  were  almoft  entirely  ne^eded,  and 
agriculture  was  heariy  in  the  iame  condition.  Many .  eftates,  on  whidi 
lai^e  £uiulies  had  lived  with  comfort,  were  now  fellen  into  the  hands  of 
the  fiiperior ;  the  proprietors  vrere  not  above  one  third  of  the  number 
they  were  eighty  or  ninety  years  befi3re ;  and  even  the  general  population 
was  greatly  diminifhed. 

In  oppofition  to  thefe  arguments,  the  Eari  and  his.fiiends  infifted,  that 
thefe  iflands,  when  let  in  £uin,  which,  they  had  been  for  a  number  of 
years,  yielded  a  greater  rent  to  the  Crown  than  at  that  time  arofe  out  of  them 
to  the  Earl ;  and  that,  in  particular,  the  rental  of  1600  exceeded  what 
was  then  the  prefent  one  by  eleven  thoufand  merks,  converting  both  into 
money  at  the  fame  price  j  which  certainly  could  not  have  been  the  cafe 
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on  the  fiippofition  of  augmented  weaghts.  To-  this  they  added,  that^ 
when  the  iflands  were  ceded  to  Scodand,  they  had  become  the  patrimony 
of  the  Crown,  and  had  been  feued  out  at  the  full  rental ;  and,  therefore, 
the  prefent  proprietors  had  no  juft  caufe  to  complain,  fince  their  feu- 
duties  were  the  effects  of  nothing  elfe  but  thofe  tenures  which  they  had 
derived  from  their  anceftors.  They  urged  ftiH  farther,  that  ftandafds  or 
models  of  the  weights  had  been  kept,  beyond  the  memory  of  man,  by 
the  Magiftrates  of  Kirkwall ;  that  no  compliant  had  been  made  of  their 
increafe  fince  the  Union,  when  the  grant  was  made  in  the  Earl's  fiiVour  j 
that  the  weights  ufed  by  the  Earfs  fervants  were  the  feme  with  thofe 
made  ufe  of  over  all  the  iflabds,  and  no  heavier  than  thofe  by  wWch  the 
landlords  thenifelves  received  their  rents  in  kind  from  their  tenants ;  and' 
•  that,  though  it  were  admitted  that  they  had  inqreafed  formeriy,  prefcrip^ 
tion  could  now  be  pleaded  in  their  fiivour*. 

Thefe,  indfuchlike  atrguments  wsece  advanced,  at  giaeat  lengdi,  by> 
the  contending  parties,  with  mudi  labdridus  i  ingenuity ;  dfter'  winch,  die 
Court,  having  confidered  the  caiife,  decreed  in  fiivoiir  of  ^e  Eari  of" 
Morton,  to  die:  great  difappointment  and  .'regret  of  the  prc^etors  ofi 
Orkney.  '''■-••//.•.'.,  ...        '   '•.'  *.'    . 

lY.  Before  the  iflands' came  under  the  fbvereignty  of  Scodknd,  the  inha^ 

h^^  OT«m*     bitants  ufed ndt  only  the  we^htB  of  Norway,  but  fpoke  the  language^, 
&c*  ^ere  go^^raedby  the  hvrsy  and  adhered  to  the  ciiftoms  of  that'  kingdom^^ 

in  the  fame  manner  as  the  people  of  Iceland  and  Ferroe  do  at  this  time.. 
Even  after  they  had  changed  their  mafters,  they*  did  nik^'m  dus  refpedl,, 
change  their  condition ;  for  the  riaLonarch  who  had  mortgaged  them.  with» 
reludance^  and  intended  foon  to  redeem'  dienr,  fenfihle  of  die  confiifion: 
that  woidd  refult  from  the  adoption  of  a  new  political  lyftem,  had  takenr 
care  to  have  it  inferted  as  an  article  in  the  treaty,  that  they  fhould  retain 
their  own  fenate,  laws,  magiftrates,  and  all  their  cuftoms^  as  formerly,^ 
when  under  his  dominion,  {a)  The  lame  book  of  the  law  which  they 
had  anciently,  and  which  was  the  fame  with  that  of  the.  mother  country,, 

and/ 


{a)  Buchan.  Hift.  Scot. 
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mi  ki  rniHf  5rei^[)eds  dt&neQC  from  tb»t  i^f  ScQd»i4,(^)  w«s  ACcor^Mglf 
for  manj  jcaiB  retamed,  u  alio  that  celelnrated  Supreme  CoBit,  In  wiiicb 
)»&oefs  of  tbf  utmoft  importance  waa  traoit<f^edf  upd  which  wa3  (^) 
denominated  Lawtifig^  in  the  language  of  ithe  eo«mrf «  Ja  tbd(  j»9t^ 
CcKoA  was  ibe  inveiHgation  made  Ast  ifiitfd  iat  th^  produAioa  pf  tb^ 
jdipioma  whidi  has  heeo  pre£mred  b^  I^ord  Sinclair  mSi  Dr  Reid,  and  aU 
nady  often  4|iioted  aa  an  uaqueftwnafaic  ajuthority.  (^) 

Th^t  it  .continiied  long  aft^  i!b£  traofifereoce^  is  eridenC  from  a  grant  1587* 
of  thefe  ifles  by  James  the  Sixth,  with  the  confent  oi  his  CSonilcil^  \Q  tlie 
Loid  ChanceUor  of  Seodaad  and  lAm  liOnd  Jufttc^-Qfifc,  mtb  p9W^  of 
Mdi;^  and  adjoummg  xrouits  caiifid  lawtingf.  To  Robert  Stewartt  tbe  ficfl 
£tfl  of  Qricoey  of  tbat  luiae,  ^e  iame  powers  w«r9  granted,  two  yeacs 
afterwards,  to  hoU  and  adjoura  a&mblsfa  of  the  ianne  kwd  Bvt,  in  ^ 
turbukot  times  dut  ^ceeded,  liuring  the  oppieflive  admmi^atlon  ^  his 
ftm^  the  book  of  dte  kw  feems  to  have  beea  dfiftroyed  ^r  loft,  and  law 
or  no  iiawtmgs  w«8  convoked  fi^r  puUic  bufineis.  The  fimners  of  IJbe 
Grown  rents  who  fucceeded  thtfe  Eaxk^  and  wiho  &eiil  to  have  had 
jimibar  pmrers,  &und  ibendfelves  in  want  of  a  fyflem  of  ruka  for  the 
admintfir^tion  of  juflke  i  and  di^colbfe  errivpd  tli»  Lawtingi  in  vlufih 
ibey  began  to  firaqM  kim  Iet  i^Mini^  llw  Cksiiit,  and  tbe  pradioe 

of  making  by^Jaws  ift  it,  adapted  to  llie  cjpaiqiftanneie  aod  iitiiatioo  of 
&e  country,  comkraod  titt .  the  time  of  iheCeMmocnfMkh,  when  they 
weee  entisdy  afaoliihed. 

Hie  {^(ideQC,  m  principal  perfioo  in  the  Lawting,  waa  naoied  tike 
Great  Feud  or  Lagman^  and  fufaocdsoate  to  him  wicw  &Yeral  tele  fonds 
or  under  iherififs  or  bailiffs  ;^  and,  as  the  chief  Judge  }iad  a  council  x:oa- 
fiiting  of  fevecal  members  called  Raddnusnat  CoiwIUlora,  io  ibe  inferior 
.ones  had  their  coundi  aife,  oonpofed  of  members  deoominafinl  Lsgr^^ 
men  XX  Lan9rigbtfnm^  who.  weoe  a  kind  of  conftable^  for  the  cxeaitipn  i>i 
juMce  in  their  ntfpe£Uve  iflands.  To  ^iciemend^oB  feem  to*  hfnne  been 
added^  at  leaft  latterly,  die  governors  for  the  time,  &e  gemlemfiu  of  Ae 

E  e  county,> 

{a)  Torftei  Orcades.  »(^)  Xf^rfaei  Orcadcs. 

{c)  Wallace^,  vide  Appendix,  No.  I. 
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county,  and  even  perhaps  fomedmes  the  peafants,  who,  among  a  free 
people,  had  a  vote  in  framing  the  laws  that  ware  to  govern  them. 

The  ads  they  pafTed,  which  are  known  under  the  name  .  of  County 
Adls,  difcover  much  regard  to  the  profperity  of  the  place,  inafmuch  as 
they  tend  to  preferve  pe^ce,  and  promote  loyalty  and  religion.  Many  of 
the  regulations  which  they  contain  are  of  the  greatdft  importance  to  the 
police ;  fuch  as  the  hiring  of  fervants,  and  their  engagements  with  their 
maftere ;  the  tending  of  catde ;  the  keeping  in  due  repair  their  garden- 
walls,  and  other  fences. 

But  while  thefe  legiflators  enaded  penalties  againft  inftances  of 
fraud,  injuftice,  and  idlenefs,  and  rewards  for  the  oppofite  virtues,  they 
difcovered  miflaken  notions  of  trade,  in  as  far  as  they  attempted  to  confine 
the  fale  of  the  prodUiStions  of  the  place  to  particular  times  and  particular 
places.  They  erred  alfo  in  their  endeavours  to  fix  the  price  of  the  articles, 
which  nothing  but  the  demand  can  ever  regulate  juftly ;  nor  did  they 
difcover  more  wifdom  in  their  attempts  to  fix  the  rate  of  wages,  which 
can  only  be  regulated  by  the  fame  caufe. 

As^theife  afls  throw  fome  light  on  the  internal  ftate  of  the  country, 
with  vefipeGt  to  indullry,  knowledge,  cuftoms^  and  manners,  they  ace 
brought  to  public  view  as  an  objed  at  leaft  of  curiofity.  {a)  For  a  long 
time  they  produced  many-  beneficial  effetfis ;  and  their  becoming  ohfolete, 
for  want  of  execution  and  other  caufes,  has  been  of  much  detriment  to 
the  iflands,  which  have  fince  been  defective  in  many  articles  of  police, 
as  the  former  cuftpms  and  regulations  have  loft  their  efficacy,  and  thofe  of 
the  kingdom  to  which  they  are  fubje^a  are  neither  fo  nmch  relifhed  nor 
fo  wdil  underftood. 
V.  Tenures^  in  general,  are  a  feudal  inftitution,  and  were  known  only 

H  Ubilps.  ^^  ^^  couniries  into  which  the  feudal  fyftem  was  introduced.  They  are 
faid,  howeva:  ftrangelit  may  appear,  not  to  have  been  known  in  Norway; 
and  only  began  to  make  their  appearance  in  this  place  about  the  time  of 
the  Reformation.     Previoufly  to  that  aera,  the  lands  here,  like  thofe  in 

the 


{a)  Vide  Appendix^  No.  IX« 
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the  eaftem  countries,  feetn  to  have  acknowledged  no  fuperior,  nor  to  have 
been  held  by  any  tenure,  but  were  called  odal  or  udal  lands  j  the 
eharadteriftic  of  which  is,  that  they  are  fubje^l  to  no  feudal  fervice,  nor 
held  of  any  fuperior.  This  term  odal  or  udal^  which  is  well  known  in 
France,  Germany,  and  England,  as  well  as  in  Norway,  is  faid  to  be  com- 
pk)iinded  of  two  Gothic  words,  the  one  of  which  fignifies  property,  and 
the  other  ancient ;  {a)  fo  that,  in  this  acceptation,  odal  or  udal  lands  are 
of  the  fame  import  with  an  ancient  inheritance^  patrimony,  or  poffeflion. 
The  holders  of  thefe  lands,  or,  what  is  the  fame  thing,  the  proprietors  of 
them  were,  of  all  men,  reckoned  the  moft  honourable.  Hence,  the 
frequertf  mention  th^  is  made,  not  only  in  the  celebrated  Danifli 
hi  dorian,  {b)  and  in  the  noted  deduiSion  fo  often  quoted,  (r)  but 
even  in  the  elegant  Latin  hiftorian  of  Scotland,  of  the  Proceres  Orca-- 
dium^{d)  or  the  nobles  of  Orkney*  This  appellation,  however,  eould* 
not  have  been  beftowed  on  all  the  proprietcMPs  of  this  defcription,  who> 
feem  to  have  been  very  numerous,  but  was  probably  confined  principally 
to  the  earls,  their  relations  and  comiexions,.  who  held  their  lands  in  this 
^[lannen 

From  a  comparifon  between  the  laws  by  which  this  udal  property  was» 
inherited,  fold,  redeemed,  or  tranfmitted  from  one  perfon  to  another,  and* 
feme  oi  the  Mofaical  inftitutions  mentioned  in  Scripture,  fome  have 
knaginied  that  the  former  weise  derived"  from  the  latter ;  and  indeed  it* 
Biuft  be  corifeSed  that  there  are  between  them-  many  ftriking  points  of^ 
refemblance. 

Thefe*  udal  or  allodial  lands^  are  dlredly  oppofed  to  fees  or  feus,  which 
are  always  fubje£l  to  a  rental  or  feu-duty  to  a  fuperior,  to  which  the* 
other  never  were,  but  only  paid  tithe^  which  appears  to  have  been  ex— 
aded  from  almoft  all  land^  whatever ;  and  fcat^  which,  in  the  language- 
ef  the  mother  country^  is  fsdd  to  fignify  tribute,  land-tax,  or  ground-^ 
fxi)fidy.     That  this  tax,  either  by  itfelf,  or  in  conjundion  with-  others,, 

E  e  2  might 

i^)  Euardus  ad  leges  Salicas,  in  voce  Authunica.        {b)  Torfaei  Orcades,.  et  Hift.  Nor.. 
^}  Wallace's  Diploma.  (d)  Buchanan.. 
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i39ight  be  more  eqmtaUf  had  oH^  and  mwe  eafily  coU^ied^  a  f^aA  wa» 
probably  adopt^^  fnniUr  to  that  which  was  followed  in  order  to  reduce  the 
knds  to  ktidagey  in  Doomfday-Book,  in  England  In  that  ancient  record^ 
the  entries  of  land  are  firft  by  eountiesi  then  hj  towns  or  manorsy  and, 
lailly,  by  hides^  bdf  hides^  ^nd  vk^ee  of  land  In  like  msumer^  here,  the 
Entries  are  Brft  by  inlands  and  pdorifhes^  then  by  towns  and  vittages^  and 
lafUy  by  rhsirklands,  erlflands  cmt  'oudcelandsv  pennylands,  and  £uthing* 
lands ;  and  thefe  divifions  were  Obfer^ed,  in  order  to  fix  and  limit  this 
fax,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  paid  to  the  Crown  for  prote^ticui. 
In  almoft  etery  farm  or  plede  ei  land  within  the  precindte  of  thefe  iflands, 
this  ancient  duty  is  ftill  paid,  and,  for  the  moft  pait^  in  money ;  while 
the  other  duties  are  paid  in  kind ;  fuch  as  meal,  malt,  butter,  oil,  and 
ieveral  other  articles  which  are  |>roduAions  of  the  country.  Even  the 
Udal  lands  were  not  exempted  from  the  payment  ^  fcat^  any  more  than 
they  were  from  the  payment  of  tithes,  though  they  were  evidendy  ex- 
empted from  all  others. 

The  ^Lme  caufes^  however,  that  in  other  places  have  contributed  to 
convert  allodial  lands  into  fuch  as  are  held  by  tenure,  have  operated  here 
as  forcibly,  and  have  even  been  combined  with  others  whkh  are  peeuKar ; 
m^  by  thefe,  the  grei^  number  c^  udsdlers  that  feon  to  have  been  heM 
formerly,  are  much  reduced  at  prdent  They  are  ftifl  diminifhtng,  and 
their  eftates  are  fmall  in  propordod  j  fo  that,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  gene- 
tations,  if  the  fame  caufes  continue  to  operate,  there  is  jrea£>n  to  conclude^ 
that  this  kind  of  tenure  will  nowhere  be  found. 

As  the  men  who  now  occupy  fuch  lands  difcover  Ikde  ikill  in  agricul- 
ture, and  as  litde  induftry,  which  their  rude  litde  £urms  but  too  plainly 
demonftrate,  there  will  be  no  great  caufe  to  regret  the  probability  of  thdr 
Uttle  propardes  being  incorporated  with  the  larger  eftates  aroimd  them. 
Nttther  are  there  any  perfons  of  note,  any  more  than  of  extenftve  pro- 
perty, to  be  found  at  prefent  among  that  ckds  of  proprietors ;  as  all  of 
that  defcoption  have  long  fmce  relinquifhed  their  ancient  udal  rights,  and 
hold  their  lands^  by  the  fame  tenures  as  thofe  of  ik»  feme  rank  in  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Mdft 
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Moft  of  thelaads  here  are  now  held  in  feu ;  ^hich,  »  appears  from  db^e 
date  of  the  charters,  they  began  to  be,  fome  time  after  the  Reformation  j 
aad  thefe  feus  were  granted,  fome  of  them  by  the  Crown,  fome  by  the 
earU,  and  others  by  the  bifhops  of  Orkney.  The  feu-dutiesi,  in  many  of 
them,  are  extremely  h^h ;  perhaps  the  fame  with  the  cAd  rental ;  and 
lhi»  is  not  to  be  be  wondered  at,  in  the  cafe  of  churchmen,  who  cotild 
not  feu  on  lower  terms,  without  a  mamfeft  detriment  to  their  fuc- 
ceilbrs. 

The  ancieftt  language  of  a  country,  from  whatever  fource  derired,  ^• 

forms  an  important  aiticle  in  its  hiftory ;  and  that  of  this  place,  as  it  has 
lox^  fince  ceafed  to  be  fpoken,  claims  our  notice,  under  this  head,  as  an 
objeA  of  antiquity. 

The  moft  ancient  inhabitants  of  Europe,  were  the  Celts ;  tiie  Iberi, 
who  were  Mauri  or  Moots  thait  had  come  from  Africa,  and  poflef&d 
themfelves  of  Aquitania  and  Spain ;  the  Safmatse,  who  feem  to  have  in^ 
habited  the  fouth-weft  of  Tartary ;  and  the  Goths,  ^ho,  ia  procefs  of 
time,  fpread  thani^es  over  the  gr^eft  piart  of  Europe. 

Thefe  races  of  men  are  pointed  out  as  diftin^  by  ancient  wri«je» ;  aod 
the  langus^es  which  are  ftill  fpcken  in  various  countries  am  eafi^  be  ad^ 
duced  to  fupport  their  authority.  In  confirmation  of  thts^  it  may  be  ob* 
ferved,  that  tibe  Cdtic,  or  at  leaft  dialedb  of  k,  is  ftiH  fyckta  m  ai  great 
part  of  Ireland,  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  Wa^,  and  Britanny  in 
France.  The  Iberian  ftill  forvives  in  die  Mauritanic  :  the  Sarmadon  ii 
the  fame  with  the  Sclavonic,  which  prevails  over  an  immenfe  tn&  of 
country  towards  the  eaf{ ;  and  the  Gothic  exifls  in  Germany,  Scandina^ 
via,  and  in  the  numerous  branches  that  ^rung  from  th^n,  and  are  fcat*^ 
tered  over  the  northern  regions,  {a) 

From  the  Gothic  this  country  received  its  language ;  and  this  is  equal* 
ly  true,  whether  we  confider  that  fjpoken  by  the  original  inhabitants,  or 
that  of  the  people  who  mingled  with  them,  and  by  whom  ;^the  iflands 
were  fo  long  pofl^ed.  {5)    Though  it  was  called  Nor/e^  it  feems  to  have 

bera 


{a)  Mr  Pinkerton'f  IntroduOion.  (^)  Sir  R.  Sibbald's  Hift.  of  Fife. 
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been  a  different  dialed  from  that  fpoken  in  either  Denmark,  Sweden,, 
Norway,  or  even  in  Iceland.  To  the  laft  of  thefe  it  has  plainly  a  nearer 
affinity  than  to  the  others  ;  though  it  differs  in  fome  degree  even  from  it  j 
but  whether  this  difference  be  the  effect  of  chance  and  time,  to  which 
every  tongue  is  liable,  or  whet]ier  it  may  be  owing  to  a  mixture  of  the 
old  Piftifh  language,  preferved  in  tKis  remote  comer,  are  queftions  that 
admit  of  no  eafy  determination. 

Such  as  it  was,  it  feems  to  have  continued  a  length  of  time  in  great 
purity,  even  after  the  iflands  ceafed  to  be  connected  with  Norway,  as  we 
find  it  mentioned  as  the  language  generally  fpoken  in  the  fixteenth  cen- 
1^29t  tury.  [a)  So  late  as  the  middle,  or  even  towards  the  end  of  the  feven- 
teenth  century,  though  it  had  loft  much  ground,  it  ftill  continued  to  be 
ipoken  in  four  parilhes  in  the  Mainland,  particularly  at  home  in  their  owa 
houfes,  by  the  people  who,  when  they  came  abroad,  feemed  to  have 
joined  in  converfation  with  others  that  Ijpoke  the  language  of  the  country 
to  which  they  had  been  joined.  (^) 

For  many  years  paft  it  has  been  almoft  entirely  forgotten,  except  in 
one  pariih  in  the  heart  of  the  Mainland,  where  the  people  are  faid,  till  of 
late,  to  have  retained  fome  acquaintance  with  it  {c)  In  Shedand  it  con- 
tinued much  longer  ;  for  within  thefe  thirty  years,  there  were  fome  people 
in  Fuh,  and  even  perhaps  in  other  places,  who  not  only  recollected  words j 
fuch  as  the  names  of  things^  but  could  repeat  many  fl:anzas^  if  not  whole 
poems,  in  that  language,  {d)  Here  it  nowexifts  only  in  a  few  vulgar  and- 
obfolete  words,  and  in  the  names  of  men  and  places.  The  EngKfti  names, 
of  perfons,  which  are  common,  are  evider'^ly  derived  from  the  defcend-. 
smta  of  CromwellV  foldiers,  many  of  whoi..  were  left  here. 

Many 

(a)  Ben.  MSS.  '  (3).  Mr  Mackaile. 

(r)  So  late  as  1756  or  1757,  as  a  rcfpeftablc  native  of  this  country  was  travelling* 
from  Kirkwall  to  Birfay,  he  had  occafion  to  lodge  all  night  in  a  houfe  in  Harra  ;  where,  tOt 
his  furprife,  he  heard  two  old  men  for  an  hour  or  more  coavqrfe  together,  in  an  unknown^ 
tongue  ;  which,  on  inquiry,  he  found  was  the  Norfe  language. 

{d)  lioVs  TouTv    vide  Appendix,  Hok  X^ 
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Many  of  the  inhabitants  that  now  exift  are  defcended  from  the  earls, 
bifhops,  and  inferior  clergy,  who  in  general  were  natives  of  Scotland  ;  and 
ftill  more  from  thofe  that  attended  them  hither,  in  the  capacity  of  fervants 
or  companions  ;  and  this  numerous  progeny  bear  the  names  which  their 
anceftors  imported  from  the  place  of  their  nativity.  Hence  the  Sinclairs, 
the  Stewarts,  the  Balfours,  tlie  Grahams,  the  Honymans,  and  the  Traills ; 
moft.of  whom  either  have  been,  or  are  at  prefent,  men  of  extenfive  land- 
ed property ;  and  the  Kents,  Kings,  Folfetters,  the  Hepbums,  and  the 
Mafons,  who  are  now,  in  general,  men  of  much  lower  rank,  and  of 
inferior  condition. 

But  a  great  many  names  here  feem  to  be  old^  and,  fo  far  as  can  be 
difcovered,  appear  diftin^t  and  peculiar,  and  were  without  doubt  fignifi- 
cant  in  the  ancient  language  of  the  country.  Some  of  thefe  are  local ; 
fome  are  evidently  derived  from  particular  trades  or  profeffions ;  white 
others  appear  to  have  been  taken  from  the  particular  fpots  where  thofe  that 
bore  them  had  their  firft  abode,  or  acquired  their  firft  permanent  property. 
Of  the  firft  kind  are  the  Mainlands,  the  Waes's,  the  Roufays,  the  Swaneys, 
the  Rendals,  the  Deemefses,  and  the  Holms ;  whofe  names  are  plainly 
adopted  from  the  iflands  and  parishes  in  which  they  had  their  habitation. 
The  fecond  kind,  namely  thofe  that  are  derived  from  different  profeffions, 
(to  fay  nothing  of  fuch  as  Smith,  Taylor,  Wright,  Mafon,  and  fo  on, 
which  are  common  to  this  with  moft  other  places),  are  the  Keldies,  de- 
fcended perhaps  frx)m  the  primitive  priefts  or  monks,  and  the  Papleys, 
that  have  fprung  from  the  fame  order  of  men,  imder  different  circum- 
ftances.  The  fumames  of  Hourftane,  Corflane,  and  Birflane,  are  very 
common  here ;  as  alfo  that  of  Scater ;  which  are  all  faid  to  be  derived 
from  the  Gothic  language  j  in  which  the  former  implies  the  fuperlative 
degree  of  comparifon,  and  die  latter,  not  an  idol  worlhipped  in  CJermany, 
as  has  been  aiTerted,  {a)  but  a  meadow  fitted  for,  and  applied  to  pafhir- 
age.  {b) 

The  name  of  Baikie  has  the  fame  origin,  and  implies  a  fmall  running 

water ; 


(a)  WaUacc.  {b)  Pontoppidan'$  Nat.  Hjft,  of  Norway. 
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water ;  {a)  yrbadk  might  paiaps  Jiaye  been  taken  from  fomc  rirulet,  on 
the  l)anks  of  vfhidi  they  that  ^  bc^^  it  b^d  fixed  their  abode,  or  ac- 
quired their-preperty.  Many  names,  befldes  the£e,  are  the  oSpring  per- 
haps, of  fimilar  circumftancea,  which  we  are  now  unable  to  trace. 

Hie  ddefl  fumames  here  are  the  Feas,  ^  ScoUaya,  ^  Baikies,  die 
Loutits,  the  Tulk)chs,  the  Torfe,  the  Harcua*^  the  Hacroa,  the  Garriodbs^ 
6ie  Harolds,  the  Hobnes,  the  Keldies^  md  the  Papleya ;  wbich^  together 
with  thoie  load  aames  abready  mentioned,  xmty  all  be  eonfidered  as  de- 
rived firpm  the  andent  language.  To  the  fame  fource  may  be  traced 
many  of  the  names  of  places,  a  few  of  which  only  we  (hall  mention, 
fer  the  fake  of  example. 

Skael  18  die  name  of  a  place  that  oa:urs  rery  fi:equently,  and  implies  a 
fituation  on  tike  feafide,  e^qpofed  much  to  die  noife  of  the  biHows  ;  {i)  Sand- 
wkk,  iituated  in  a  ^dy  I»y^{  Raekwid^  near  a  place  where  £ea  wrack, 
or  weed,  is  thrown  in  with  impetuofity.  (r)  There  are  lEew  names  more 
ibsquently  met  wkh  dun  diat  of  Buigh,  which  fignifies  a  fortificadoo  ; 
{d)  and  Borgir,  the  endqiiire  within  which  fuch  a  fort  is  fituated ;  cr^ 
jDore  prqperty,  bodi  umted  togediar.  Grom  is  a  ▼ery  commoo  name, 
jod  fignifies  that  a  place  is  fituated  in  die  midfl  of  a  fidd  tcJerably  well 
cnidYaCed,  and  of  eonfiderable  extent  and  fertUity ;  Gaidi,  {e)  a  finall 
patdi  of  enfldiki  cuhrvatad  gnound,  with  wafte  knd  aix)und  it ;  Cleat,  a 
hoxifei  m  a  con^iortous  point  of  Tiew ;  Holland,  an  abode  on  hi^  knd  i^ 
Hgw^  an  habitadod  oo  elevated  ground,  or  on  a  hill  widi  a  gentle  ^dedi-- 

m  Im  a  yaUey^  Ibrmed  by  the  hill  of  Wideford  oa  the  one  iide,  and  tlide 

Col^^  0f  Qrphk  on  the  odier,  there  is  a  deqp  roarfh,  of  oonfiderabie  etxemt, 
wUi^  has  firequeot{y  fuppHed  the  iiduibkants  pf  Kirkwall  with  I^mL  The 
,fMUBe  of  the  3itde  efhdse  of  which  it  forms  a  p^  together  with  the  pee- 
prielor's  houfe,  Situated  ia  its  vicimty,  is  Galdak  ;  which  fies  at  nearty  an 
equal  diflance  firom  the  bay  of  Frith,  the  bay  of  Scapa,  and  the  ho^ 
ef  KiikwaB. 

As 


(a)  Ihre }  ^mis.        {i)  Bire }  Skal,  Sonus.        («)  Idem}  WoSl,  Sinus. '      {d)  Idem. 
(e)  Ihre.  (/)  Idem. 
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As  a  man  was  digging  peat  here,  he  difcorered  two  homs^  much  the 
fame  both  in  form  and  fize  with  thofe  of  our  cattle  at  prefent^  in  an  in^ 
clined  pofition,  nearly  two  feet  under  the  furface,  with  a  firm,  hard,  dry 
kind  of  Uack  earth,  both  above  smd  aroimd  them^  The  wideft  parts  of 
thefe  horns  were  uppermoft ;  on  and  near  which  were  found  feveral  pieces 
of  fine  filver,  in  the  form  of  crefcents,  otfibul^^^  differing  from:  one  ano- 
ther a  good  deal  both  in  figure  and  dimenfions.  Some  of  them  were 
flat,  others  angled ;  fome  round,  fome  nearly  met  at  the  ends ;  others 
were  wider  at  the  extremities ;  one  refembled  in  £hape  the  ftaple  of  a 
door,  and  another  a  hook  for  hanging  clothes  upon* 

The  horns  themfelves,  fi-om  their  own  nature  and  that  of  the  earth  in 
which  they  had  been  buried,  had  refifted  putrefa<aion  fo  much,  that  they 
were  almoft  entire^  and  contsdned  coins  to  the  number  of  three  hundred.. 
In  the  bottom,  or  fmalleft  end  of  one  of  diefe  homs,  were  difcovered. 
fome  bits  of  apparently  coarfer  fihrer,  which,  though  they  exhibited  marks, 
of  being  cut  with  an  inftrument,  were  manifeftly  the  parts  of  crefcents,, 
Qvjibulay  of  the  fame  kind  with  thofe  aheady  defcribed. 

The  wholie  of  this  valuable  ancient  treafure  was  carefully  concealed,, 
iand  was  pardy  given  away,  before  the  proprietor  of  the  lalid  was  made 
acquainted  with  the  difcovery..  Had  he  received  it  at  firft,  and  in  the 
entire  ftate  in  which  it  was  found,  he  judicioufly  intended  to  have  fubmii- 
ted  it  to  the  infpedion  of  antiquarians  and  men  of  fcience,  by  fending; 
fome  of  the  coins  and  other  articles,  with  the  circumftanceB  of  the  difco- 
•very,  to  the  Britilh  muleum^  and  tranfmiting  the  reft  to  the  different  uni- 
verfities  throughout  the  kingdom.  Thus  might  fome  light  have  been 
thrown  on  the  ftate  of  the  arts  at  that  period,  and  even  fome  points  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  iflands  might  have  received  illuftration. 

An  account  of  it,  however,,  that  was  publiftied  in  the  Edinburgh  newf- 
papers  foon  after  its  difcovery,  attracted  the  attention  of  a  celebrated  Eng-  t774s, 
Uih  antiquary,  who  anxioufly  colle£led  as  many  of  the  coins  as  he  could, 
which,  having  accurately  examined  them  at  his  leifure,  he  found  to  be 
-  coins  of  Canute  the  Great,,  confifting  of  forty-two  varieties  as  to  their  102  5"*. 
place  of  coinage  in  England.  That  gendeman,  fenfible  of  the  importance 
of  fuch  an  acquifition,  foon  after  publifhed  a  catalogue  of  thorn,  together 
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^vh:h  fuch  coins  of  the  fame  prince  as  had  been  fc^rmerly  known,  and  en- 
graved a  plate  containing  die  Caldale  coins,  with  one  of  die  horns  that 
contained  them,  and  two  of  xh^Jibukt^  or  crefcents. 
VIII.  There  ftill  remain  fome  monuments  of  antiquity,  which,  though  of 

BuUdinL  '^^^  importance,  cannot  be  paffed  over  in  filence,  as  they  are  fomedmes 
the  fubjeft  of  converfation,  in  coofequence  of  their  being  mentioned  by 
former  writers.  Of  this  fort  are  fome  of  thofe  venerable  buildings,  which 
formerly  were  very  lofty  and  magnificent,  but  are  now  levelled  to  the 
ground.  So  completely  are  feveral  of  them  now  in  ruins,  that  we  in  vain 
fearch  for  the  place  on  which  they  ftood*  The  biihop's  palace  in  Egli- 
(hay,  the  houfe  of  Sigurd  of  Weftnefs,  that  of  Swein  in  Gairfay,  the 
caftle  of  Damfey,  the  abode  of  Thorkel  in  Sandwick,  the  noted  palaces  of 
the  princes  and  bifhops  in  Birfa,  and  die  palace  of  the  earls  in  Orphir,  are 
utterly  deftroycd.  Moft,  if  not  the  whole  of  thefe,  however,  were  per- 
haps built  of  wood.  To  thofe,  whofe  exiftence  was  once  certain,  thou^ 
fcarcely  any  veftigc  of  them  is  now  to  be  feen,  may  be  added  one,  that 
is  perhaps  ideal,  and  never  would  have  been  heard  o£^  had  it  not  been  for 
the  ftnmgenefs  of  the  name. 
Camp  of  Scarcely  two  miles  to  the  north-eaft  of  Weftndi,  in  the  iiland  of  Rour- 

jupitcr.  ^^^^  j^  ^^  angle  formed  by  two  hills  facing  the  north-weft,  rifes  a  rt^e 
or  moimd,  of  confiderable  height  and  length,  widi  a  very  large  moat  or 
ditch  on  each  fide  of  it,  formed  by  the  modon  of  the  water  rufhing  im- 
petuoufly  down  the  declivity*  The  whole  is  evidcndy  a  produdHon  of 
nature,  as  no  marks  of  art,  on  the  moft  accurate  infpedtion,  can  be  dis- 
covered on  it ;  and  the  name  of  the  Gimp  of  Jupiter  Fring,  which  it 
bears,  is  the  only  circumftance  that  has  brought  it  into  nodce,  or  made  it 
remarkable.  It  has  borne  this  extraordinary  appellation  for  a  long  time ; 
but  it  is  not  known  by  whom,  or  on  what  occafion,  it  was  beftowed  on  it 
It  has  for  many  years  paft  been  the  favourite  haunt  of  a  pair  of  large  eagles, 
which  are  known  to  have  frequented  the  fame  fpot  for  ages  ;  and  the  cir- 
cumftance of  its  being  chofen  for  that  purpofe  by  die  bird  iacred  to  the 
king  of  the  gods,  might  have  fmniflied  fome  whimfical  perfon  with  the 
firft  hint  for  calling  this  eminence  the  Camp  of  Jupiter  Frmg,  Fcriens^  or 
the  Striker. 
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In  the  fmaH  iflind  ci  Wier,  and  nev  its  centre,  on  a  fine  greea  hit-  Caftle  of 
lode,  whkh  has  a  commanding  view  of  the  adjacent  iflands,  is  fxtuated  the  ^PP"^^-^ 
caftle  of  Coppirow,  or  Cubbirow,  which,  in  the  ancient  language,  we 
are  toW,  fignifies  a  tower  of  defence  agsunft  external  violence,  [a)  The 
building  is  a  iquaie,  (ifteen  feet  on  the  fide,  the  walls  ieven  feet  thick, 
ednfhruded  of  large  ftones  ftrongly  conneded  with  lime  ;  and  this  imcom* 
mon  ftrength,  together  with  the  ditches  and  ramparts  around  it,  fhowe 
plainly  that  it  was  intended  as  a  fortification.  An  Orkney  gentleman, 
abo«t  Ae  middle  of  the  twelfth  century,  ereded  it  in  Uiat  form  ;  and  it 
afterwards  ftood  a  fiege  of  fome  months,  and  after  all  was  not  taken,  (i) 
His  name  was  Kolbem  Hranga,  a  man  of  great  note,  and  of  a  family 
muA  connedled  with  the  iflands ;  and  the  name  which  the  cafUe  bears  is 
fo  fimSar  in  point  of  found  to  that  of  the  founder,  Aat  we  need  trace  it 
to  no  other  derivaticm.  The  fort  was  reckoned  a  jJace  of  much  focurity, 
and,  on  ihe-whoJe,  may  ferve  to  convince  us  how  vaft  the  difierence  is 
between  what  was,  m  that  age,  confidered  as  a  place  dF  fbrength,  and 
what  b  viewed  in  the  fame  fight  at  prefenL 

Ohxift's-Chiwch,  in  Birfa,  was  once  yery  ftmious,  and  is  of  very  great 
atttiqiuty ;  but  whether  it  was  Ae  prcfent  place  of  worfliip  that  was  dit 
tinguifhed  by  that  name,  or  the  chapel  in  the  burgh,  the  Bergishered  of 
early  times,  we  are  in  want  of  evidence  ftifficient  to  determine.  That 
die  laft  is  that  lacred  edifice,  is  moft  probfA^le,  frcmi  its  being,  till  of  late, 
an  obje<9:  of  fiich  veneration  to  the  pe<^,  that  they  oftWi  made  vows, 
and  ofkred  oblations  in  it,  as  they  alfo  £d  in  another  chapel  in  Deerocis, 
the  two  extremities  of  the  Mainland.  Though  the  ieat  of  the  bUhops  was 
firft  here,  there  is  no  remaining  veiHge  of  doteir  palace,  unleis  it  Aood  en 
the  4ite,  and  was  incorporated  with  that  Peaired  by  the  Sinclair^  which  is 
now  in  ruins. 

Even  the  town  of  Kiikwall  itfelf  bears  fbrong  m*its  of  cooiidentbie 
antiquity.  In  confirmation  of  this,  it  may  be  oUerved,  Aat  4he  ftieels 
are  very  narrow,  and  by  no  means  either  ftraight,  w  c^  the  fame  breadth 
Aroughout     The  houfes,  inftead  of  fronting  ihe  fbeets,  are  bulk  wiA^ 
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their  ends  to  them ;  the  roofe  are  vety  high  and  fteep ;  the  doors  and 
windows  are  fmall  in  [Hoportion  to  the  fize  of  the  building ;  and  the 
rooms  in  fome  of  them  are  ill  lighted,  fmall  and  irregular.  This,  how- 
ever, is  the  cafe  only  with  thofe  that  have  flood  very  long,  or  are  very 
old  ;  efpecially  thofe  on  the  fhore,  or  its  vicinity  ;  for  fuch  as  have  been 
rebuilt,  and  particularly  the  new  ones,  are  in  every  refped:  different  from 
thefe,  and  are  as  beautiful  and  commodious  as  thofe  of  the  towns  in  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

But  whatever  antiquity  this  town  itfelf  may  plead,  it  certainly  contains 
fome  old  buildings,  two  of  them  nearly  in  ruins,  and  one  prrtty  entire, 
which,  lender  this  head,  merit  fome  confideration. 

Caftle  of  ^j^^  gj^  ^f  ^^fg  y^Q  (^^\  mention,  is  that  ruin,  well  known  by  the  name 

KirkwalL  ^  ... 

of  the  King's  Caftle  ;  which  appellation  it  probably  received,  from  its  hav- 
ing been  the  ordinary  refidence  of  the  royal  governors,  chamberlain^  or 
fanners  of  the  iflands,  fubfequently  to  their  annexation  to  the  crown  of 
Scotland.  This  fortrefs,  fituated  oa  the  weft  fide  of  the  principal  ftreet, 
and  nearly  fronting  the  cathedral  of  St  Magnus,  feems  to  have  been  a 
place  of  great  ftrength,  if  we  may  judge  from  Its  extent,  the  thicknefs  of 
its  walls,  and  the  almoft  impenetrable  nature  of  its  xement  The  arms 
and  mitre,  engraved  on  a  ftone  on  its  front,  have  led  to  the  fuppofition 
of  its  having  been  eredted  by  fome  of  the  prelates  of  this  fee ;  {a)  but,  if 
ever  they  had  a  palace  on  its  fite,  it  muft  have  been  early,  and  previoufly 
to  its  eredtion,  which  took  place  in  the  fourteenth  century,  by  Henry 
Sinclair,  the  firft  of  that  name  that  was  Earl  of  Orkney,  {b)  This  an- 
cient fortrefs,  Patrick  Earl  of  Orkney,  after  h^  had  been  three  years  in 
confinement,  commanded  his  natural  fon  to  regain  poffeffion  of,  which, 
at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  force,  he  accordingly  did,  and  defended  it 
for  fome  time  with  determined  valour.  But  he  was  at  length  overpowered 
by  the  king's  troops,  fupported  by  artillery  advantageoufly  placed,  when 
the  caftle  was  reduced  and  almoft  demoliflied,  and  he  himfelf  furrendered, 
on  the  condition  that  no  torture  fliould  be  employed  to  extort  from  him  a 
.  confeffion  of  his  father  s  guilt,  {c) 

Towards 
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TowJurd^  the  eaft  fide  of  the  town,  and  almoft  on  a  fine  with  the-  ca-      fitifaop*^ 
Ithedral,  from  which  it  is  not  far  diftant,  ftands  that  ancient  ^ruip,  known        * 
by  the  name  of  the  Bilhop's  Palace.     As  early  as  the  middle  of  the  thir-. 
teenth  century,  it  feems  to  have  been  a  place  of  confequence,  as  it  then       1263. 
accommodated,  in  one  of  its  upper  ftories,  the  celebrated  Haco  King  of 
Norway,  with  his  courtiars  and  fervants,  after  his  return  from  his  laft  ex- 
pedition. ^ 

As  this  palace  was  evidendy  built  at  different  times,  it  now  exhibits  a 
modey  mixture  of  various  forts  of  architecture,  and  is  extenfive  rather 
than  regular. 

Towards  the  north-eaft  comer  of  the  building,  and  near  the  church, 
flood  a  fquare  tower,  called  the  Mafs,  or  Menfe  Tower,  which,  from 
the  ftyle  of  the  ftrudhire,  as  well  as  from  its  very  decayed  ftate,  appears 
to  have  been  of  the  greateft  antiquity.  Almoft  clofe  to  it,  there  was  an- 
other, nearly  of  the  fame  form,  but  of  fmaller  dimenfions,  which  feems 
to  have  been  rebuilt,  if  not  ralireiy  ere<9:ed,  by  Bifliop  Reid,  as  there 
were,  on  feveral  parts  of  it,  the  initials  of  his  name  cut,  on  ftone,  above 
his  mitre  and  arms. 

The  large  round  tower^  which,  with  thefe,  forms  a  triangle,,  was  enr 
tirely  a  work  of  his,  as  a  rude  ftatue  of  him,,  ftill  ftanding  in  a  nitch 
in  the  fouth  wall,  demonftrates ;  and  thefe  three  towers  bounded  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  ftrudure,  which  ftretched  fouthwards,  with 
a  breadth  of  Utde  more  than  twenty  feet,  while  its  length  in  that  direftion 
was  not  lels  than  a  hundred.  The  walls  were .  high,  and  formerly  may 
have  been  much  higher,  ftrongly  built  of  grey  ftone,  and  the  doors  and 
windows  of  red  free-ftone  ;  the  latter  of  which  are  fome  of  them  ftnail, 
fome  large,  fome  high,  fome  low,  and  are  very  different  in  their  forms 
as  well  as  in  their  dimenfions.  In  fhort,  this  fpacious  fribric,  reared  per- 
haps in  early  times,  and  fince  often  repaired  and  altered,  has  great  ap- 
pearance of  irregularity,  and  is  fo  faft  haftening  into  decay,  that,  in  the 
courfe  of  not  many  years,  there  will  be  fcarcely  fo  much  of  it  left,  as  to 
mark  the  pJaQ^  of  its  foundation. 
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CaAe4jl-t>f  Afnidft  «6t  onfy  thefe,  but  ^1  tibe  oth^  buUdiiigd  of  this  plail^e,  the 
Gtth^dral  t>f  St  Magnus  raifes  ks  maj^ftk  head,  to  ftrike  the  eye,  and  ex-* 
cite  the  admiration  of  every  ftranger.  It  was  nufed  by  the  fupeiftition 
of  the  d^  €tges,  on  the  fame  mode!  with  thofe  that  are  fo  often  met 
with  in  otfcer  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Compared,  indeed,  with  the  mag- 
nificent i\nns  of  the  Abbey  of  Melrofe,  with  the  Cathedral  df  Durham, 
or  the  unparalleled  Yorkminfter,  its  grandeur  and  beauty  fufFer  mych«, 
But  if  the  time  iti  which  it  was  bu8t  be  confidered,  the  peopte  by  whom, 
and  the  place  where  it  wa6  fituated,  together  with  feveral  otiier  circum- 
ftances,  it  will  ftrike  us  with  wonder,  as  a  performance  that  fliows  BCgiid 
boMnefs  in  the  defign,  and  pious  mduftry  in  «Jie  eiMcution. 
1188.  Ronald,  Coun<  of  Orkney,  feme  time  before  tfee  middle  of  the  twel^ 

century,  founded  it  in  honour  of  his  uncle  St  Magnus,  to  whom  it  was 
dedicated.  Dr  Stewart,  a  reverend  prelate  in  the  time  of  James  the 
Fourth,  added  Afee  piBart  to  the  esA  end  of  it,  with  a  fine  Gothic  win- 
A)W,  whicA,  for  beauty,  is  f^  fbperior  to  «ny  other  in  the  building ;  and 
Dr  Reid,  ^kttoih^r  prelate,  in  the  reign  criF  the  unfortunatje  Mary,  added  as 
many  to  tUe  weft  end,  which,  on  account  of  his  death,  peAaips,  mete  never 
ftiiflied^  attd  we  therefiwe,  in  point  of  elegance,  ftot  only  in^ior  to  the 
t^  former,  but  to  thofe  in  «3*e  reft  of  the  ftmdhirt. 
'  As  to  its  dtmetifiofts,  the  body  of  the  baBldittg  ftietches,  in  &  !ine 
from  eaft  to  weft,  two  hundred  and  4hirty-fix  feet  %  it»  breadth  *hr<Hi^ 
that  extent  wncunts  to  iifty^fix  ;  the  arms  of  the  ctofe  we  tlAty  feet 
ftmg  and  ^^Maty-threc' broad ;  the  height  of  the  «»ain  r^of  is  fev^enty-one 
Mt ;  and,  ffi3m  the  4eirel  of  the  "Root  to  the  AiHMnk  of  tfee  fteeplfe,  is 
neariy  a  htifidred  and  forty.  The  toof,  which  is  vaulted  with  a  nomber 
(Sf  Gofiiic  atdies,  is  fupported  by  twenty-eight  pillars,  fourteen  on  each 
fide,  befides  four  ^df  uncommon  fll-ength  and  beauty,  that  ferve  to  fiip^ 
pblt  the  Spift;  arrdi;^hile  the  t^  of  the  pfllars  are  only  fifteen  feet,  tfiefe 
are  twenty-four,  in  ctrctimiference. 

The  prefent  fpfife,  however,  is  low  and  paltry,  being  built  m  theroom 
of  one  that  was  burnt  or  ftruck  down  with  fightfting,  which,  tn  slli  pro-^ 
babifity,  was  of  fuch  a  large  fize,  as  to  require  pillars  of  that  folidity  to 
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fupport  it     It  contains  an  excellent  chime  of  bells,  which  are  faid  to  have 
been  a  donation  from  Bifhop  Maxwell. 

The  eaft  window,  which,  in  point  of  fize  and  fymmedy,  excels  all  the 
reft,  is  twelve  feet  broad  and  thirty-fix  in  height,  including  one  at  the 
top,  which  was  called  a  rofe  'aindo'W^  twdte  feet  in  diameter.  In  the 
fouth  arm  of  the  crofe  there  is  another  rofe  window,  of  the  fame  dimen- 
fions ;  and,  in  the  w^  end  of  the  ciiurd),  there  i%  a  third  window,  con« 
ftriKaed  on  the  model  of  that  on  the  eaft  end,  but  &r  inferior  to  it,  both 
in  fize  and  proportion. 

In  Ihort,  though  built  at  different  times,  and  by  different  perfons, 
this  cathedral  muft  be  admitted  to  be  an  edifice  not  only  grand  and  Am- 
ple, but  alfo  wonderfully  regular. 

Fortunate  in  its  remote  fituation,  and  in  the  difpofitionof  the  people,  it 
efcaped  the  intemperate  rage  of  the  reformers,  who  rafed  to  the  founda- 
tion many  a  noble  ftrufitiire  of  the  fame  Idnd,  and  reni^ns  entire  to  this 
day,  a  monument  of  the  exalted  ideas  of  the  illufbious  founder,  and  the 
fuperb  ornament  of  thefe  iflands. 

Much  care  and  expence  have  been  beftowed  for  preferving  it  in  that 
Hate ;  and  without  the  itioft  judicious  and  £dthfiil  managenient  of  the 
fcanty  fund  allotted  for  that  purpofe,  it  mufl,  long  ere  now,  have  £dlea 
into  ruins.  To  fupport  it,  neither  the  Town-Council,  nor  the  heritors  of 
the  country  parifh,  have  ever,  in  thefe  capacities,  contributed  any  tiling, 
though  it  is  the  only  eftablifhed  place  of  worfhip  which  they  are  bound 
to  maintain ;  but  the  burden  has,  from  time  inmiemorial,  been  l^dd  on 
the  Kirk-feffion,  who,  in  this  refpe£t,  have  difcharged  the  truft  repofed 
in  them,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  refleA  the  higheft  honour  on  their  inte- 
grity. Since  the  abolition  of  Epifcopacy,  the  money  arifing  from  the 
Crown  rents  here,  has  been  fometimes  confiderable ;  and  as  it  has  been 
annuaUy  paid  in  to  the  Exchequer,  applications  have  frequently  been  made, 
but  in  vain,  to  procure  fomething  from  that  fimd,  to  fupport  that  vene- 
rable fabric. 
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CHAP.    VL 

OF  THE  ISLANDS  AFTER  THEY  BECAME  SUBJECT  TO  ANpTHER   SOVEREIGN  ; 
,        THE    MANY  CHANGES  THAT  THEY  UNDERWENT  }     AND  THE  INFLUENCE 

WHICH  THESE  SEEM  MANIFESTLY  TO  HAVE  HAD,   IN  RETARDING  THEIR 

IMPROVEMENT.  .      ^r 

The  iflands  ought  never  to  have  been  feparated  from  the  kingdom  of 
Scodand ;  and  the  only  tide  that  Denmark  could  ^produce  to.  them,  was 
founded  originally  in  maritime  ufurpation.  This,  however,  did  net  pre- 
vent that  court  from  frequendy  claiming  them,.iii  virtue  of  the  right  of 
redemption ;  but  that  claim,  winch,  on  its  firft  revival,  would  have  ad- 
mitted  of  dilpute,  has  now  lain  dormant  for  upwards  of  a  hundred  and 
thirty  yearsr 

From  the  treaty^  by  which  they  were  united. tp  the  country  to  which 
nature  intended  they  (hould  b^loing,  many  ,adyaptages  fefulted  to  Scot* 
land,  which,  by  that  means,  acquired.both  a  confiderable  extent  of  terri- 
tory^ and  the  beft  fifhing  ground  in  her  dominions,  and,  what  was  pre;- 
jferable  to  both,  a  multitude  of  fober  loyal  fubje(3;s,  aiiiong  whoin  could 
be  raifed,  at  pleafure,  a  number  of  the  beft  failors  in  the  world.  But 
whether  the  iflands  were  improved  by  this  change,  or  whether  the  ad- 
vantages were  equal  and  reciprocal,  is  a  queftion  that  admits  not  of  fuch 
an  eafy  and  obvious  folution.  The  refpedlable  nobleman  who  was  then 
Earl  of  Orkney,  feems  to  have  regarded  it  in  the  light  of  a  benefit ;  for 
he  appears  to  have  been  adlive  and  zealous,  and  to  have  left  no  method 
untried  to  accomplifh  this  new  connexion.  Befides  any  public  motives 
he  might  have  had  for  his  condud,  his  own  intereft  plainly  led  him  to 
forward  the  meafure,  which  muft  have  been  defirable  to  him,  who,  con- 
fined at  home  in  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  his  high  oflSce,  as  well  as 
'  •     -^  m 
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la  the  management  of  his  own  eflate,  had  no  doubt  experienced  the  in- 
convenience of  holding  an  extenfive  property  in  a  diftant  province,  fub- 
jeGt  to  a  foreign  prince.  Moreover,  in  the  event  of  a  war  breaking  out 
between  die  two  tdngdoms,  he  muft  have  forefeen  the  difficulty  of  aft- 
ing  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  preferve  hb  fidelity  to  both  Sovereigns,  and 
the  riik  he  ran,  if  he  leaned  more  to  the  one  fide  than  the  other,  of  lof- 
ing  his  property  and. honours.  But,,  whatever  were  his  motives  in  for- 
warding the  tranfadion,  or  wlatever  benefits  he  expeOied  to  reap  firom 
it,  he,  foon  after  its  accomplifhment,.  refigned  the  earldom; 

The  homage  and  Sovereignty  only  had  been  claimed  by  the  Kings  of 
Norway;  and  thefe  could  be  conveyed  to  the  Scotifh  Monarch  only  in 
the  recent  deed  of  impignoration.  The  Earl,  therefore,  after  the  ceffion,  - 
aijoyed,  as  in  juftice  he,  ought,,  every  rights  privilege,  emolument,  and 
property,  which  he  had  done  under  the  former  government.  DifTatis*- 
£ed,  howev^,  with  fome  circumftances  in  thefe  iflands,  and  expecting  to 
-obtain  lands  in  place  of  them,  in  a  more  convenient  fituation,  and  wifh* 
jng,  at  the  fame  time,  to  raife  to  the  earldom  of  Caithnefs  his  fon  by  his 
fecond  wife,  grand-daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Sutherland,  in  preference  to 
his  fon  by  his  firft  wife,  a  daughter  of  James  Earl  of.  Douglas,  he  refigui- 
ed  his  eftate  into  the  hands  of  his  Sovereign,  who  foon  afterwards  grant-r 
ed  him  lands  in  compenfation.  Thefe  were .  the  caftle  of  Ravenfcraig, 
and  lands  adjacent,  in  recompenfe,  according  to  our  author,  for  his  caftle 
of  Kirkwall,  *  and  bis  hai/lrubt^  of  the  earldom  of  Orkney.  (^)  I47a= 

Several  other  lucrative  grants  were  made,  at  the  fame  time,  accompa* 
nied  with  an  engagement,  that.no  revocation  as  to  themfliould  take  place, 
even  though  the  King  fhould  happen  to  be  a.  minor.  To  theie  were 
added^  ample  difcharges.from  the  Kings  both. of  Denmark  and  .Scotiand, 
and  all  claims  whatever  that  any  or  both  of  them  might  have  againft  him, 
in  confequence  of  his  having  poffefled  the. earldom.  He  was,  moreover,* 
permitted  to  receive  his  rents  in  the  way  which  he  confidered-  moft  pnv 
ger,  without  any  fort  of  molefl^on ;  and  fiill  liberty  was  granted  him  to  i 

G  g  refida.^ 
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refide  inwh^t^er  tount^  lie  pl^afed,  ^181  th^  foTe  -acdSfrfteh  df  Erigu 
hhd. 

Klhg  James,  in  virtue  df  fiiis  tranfaaioh  t^ith  the  Eafl,  and  Aat  vnth 
the  King  tif  Dehnia^k,  "whfch  he  had  ibf mierly  cpndiidea,  had  fidW  lao- 
quired  a  cohijilete  right  to  the  earfdom,  wHiA  he  difcbvfefed  k  mlahifeft 
indinitk>n  to  conviert  to  the  henefit  of  &ie  -Hfeftds, 'b7  ihnSxihg  diem  td 
the  Crowh  by  adJ:  of  PaHiament,  not  to  be  given  tvny  ih  time  coniing 
1471.       to  any,  except  one  of  the  King's  forts,  bom- in  lawful  wiedl6dc  {a) 

Though  this  (hows  pretty  pliinly  their 'importance  in  the  eyes  of  ttib 
Scotifh  natibn,  th6re  is  another  circUmftante  that  fetsthis  matter  in  a  (till 
flronger  point  of  light  This  was'the'precaudon  which  James,  widi  the 
advice  of  his  Council,  tooktofoKcit  the  Church  to  (kn^on,  by  her  iti- 
thority,  his  right  to  the  lands,  Which,  in  fecccrtty  ofhis  Queen^s-portibtt, 
he  had  lately  obtained 

For  this  end,  the  Archbi(hcp  of  St  Andrews,  ahd^^riinafebf  all  Sc6t* 
land,  was  defpatched  with  ihfbiiftibns  to  Rome,  '*  to  impfetrate  anid-defut 

*  of  our  Holy  Fader  die  Pope  a  confirmation  df  the  conventions,  con* 
^  federations  and  bands,  maid  betwixt  our  Sovereign  Loid  and  the  King 
^  of  Denmark  that  laft  deceflit,  of  the  donation  imd  imp^onttion  (^ 

*  die  lands  of  Orkney  and  Shedand.  *  {6) 

That  all  diis  care,  and  diefe  precautions,  in  regard  to  hianew  acqmfition^ 
might  not  be  in  vain,  he  had  no  fooner  perfeded  his  tide  by  all  the  means 
in  his  power,  than  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  internal  fbte  t)f  the 
country ;  ereded  Kirkwall  into  a  royal  burgh ;  promoted  the  advantage 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  both  fecured  and  extended  the  rights  -of  the  udal* 
lers  and  freeholders.  For  the  remaind^  of  lus  teign,  the  imhappy  dif- 
ferences that  arofe  between  him  and  his  nobles,  and  the  tmhulent  (kte  of 
the  kingdom,  diverted  his  attention  from  the  Iflands,  which  were  com- 
mitted to  lieutenants  or  viceroys,  who  zGted  under  his  comm^on  ih  the 
adminiftration  of  ju(tice,  and  in  colleddng  Ae  tents  for  his  henefit 

During 


-    (a)  A€t  of  Parltaratfit.    Haddinton'a  CqIL  (b)  Regifter  of  Parliament. 
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luring  tbia  perjod^  the  church  vras.rul^d  by  prda(es  oft  grejat.  ch%iajH 
tfx.  To  Thoroa»,de.Ttjlloch,  who  haa.  alr^dy  appeared,  iq  feveraj,  if>r 
ftanc^,  in  a,  yery.  confiMCUovia  ppint  of  vi^w,  fucee^d^  William,  ^ho-  '■ 
v^a&witcefs.to.adeed,  dated; tlie  I5th  day  of  April  l'y>9',  and  if  there 
hfthDtja.TOcancy  in.  thQ.fee.  about  thi».  time,  (^)vrfu^  feeow  rather  prxv 
l^tble,  inci^ilia.T<e-dircharged  the  du^e9  c^  that  fapred-  oScQ  for  at  leai^ 
tnsotir- years.  iHi&fm^ofiecin.thatdigmt^.wM.^^Qlliapx  Xijdl^,  c^  1468. 

tb  Biihop  Thomas  of  the  fame  name.  Sp  l^gh.did^h^  ik9p4  ini  1^.  So*-, 
I8r»g|»!»i  ofteosi,  thatf  he.  gwoteds  hin*,-  a  cownalflio©,  aloeg.?  with  other 
iflwlbjmi*  perfona,  to.negociate.a.rMriage  betwwi  him  afid?  ^,  paoc€i& 
W»r|W«t,  daiv^hma:  of-  the;  King  <4- Norvieay,  Ia  U»^,  oft<»,  ^hif:h  vrm 
qertaiftly  of  gseat  tnift^andjioapoitwc^  he.feems  to.haitce  conduced;  himr 
ifelf,  fo  nwpl^  to  th«.fiiti8&9tioti  of  hia;  i^ioce,  i^iat,  ifi.  the  ipate  of  throe 
y^^afs.a&cpnagAtt  he,  was  appeipted  Q9Q0f:  ^^  Ajdittiniifaatocg-.of  Exchequer^ 
^d-foooaSerwaidt.iiuide  Lord  Privy  Seal,  and-^nployeid)  in  an  embalTy 
to  EiJi^and.  j(^-  Fcom  tloi.  fee  he  w^as,  trat^at^- to.  Mujrjty,  (r)  The 
D9m&  of  Xullodb,  «h)(li  he  and-  l»s  relation,  bore,  U  very,  ancient,  andi 
is  laid  to  have  been  derived  from  an  Earl  of  OrkQ^^  denOD^Ilfat^J^^bnol^) 
^giHedy,  Qt&. whidb.it  is^J&ippofed^acoonuptlOiQ.  ijgjLtfttenji^itee^  rglpec- 
t»bte»  opii^Yftiji  ^ifim^-h\4y^^  hu^o^  ^iwi  mn^r 

i^aj^flS^  &«M.ft,0Mp*tf8ript-^J»<i  htihjiai^  t^.  h&y«  ']e^  m,  l(^h.  i& 
tRii§^^  ^th.  jn»cik  ^KUYAcy,  :tbte;gsn^«g;^  ^7  tbe  t»^  i&niilK»j  of  Nftrr 
«Ri|$E,^^ii[i4lPv'IP«i»»i^.StotlM)^  and  NomsKmdfff  ^^ 

'  }I^NiPfli»%fp  ^utkpeiodi  tlaiftch}ii:cb-haKv  h«i(kl»e«&  vnd^  tlfe  jbcU^  • 

d)^i)y<^{het;d0thbi%c){»ofi'Di>Qn^li«ni;  ifitohMt.themotJu^tion.Q^^ 
Wh§9tx-isi^  !^fi0i6  ^vfvffiragiiQB.  ^noff  xsbsoged  i»4lhte,;  va»;rafilft 
edt«9it|i6iprQi!;8»«Qr  iM^rlhsfiamft  iiil!!Jfiai>t&  thferfivtjj/Ofi  ^  ^n^ttihopi 

Immediately  after  Biihop  Ttilloch'»  tranfladQQ^..l|0a^W' >if»5-  tfPfiV^:     147B.. 
Vr  G  g  2  ed 

(ii)  Keith'8  Catalogue.      (*)  BflWClffciRiels  ';:^Jft»»ij&RH«j     ('')  R«hard  Aug.  Hay.. 
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cd  ta  the  fee,  and  he  feems  to  have  occupied  the  fame  place  in  the  royal 
fevour.     In  proof  of  this  it  may  be  obferved,  that  in  his  time,  and  very 

9496.  probably  by  his  means,  Kil'kwall  had  its  firft  charter,  ereding  it  into  a 
royal  burgh,  with  all  fuch  rights,  privileges  and  immunities,  as  were 
granted  to  oth^  towns  in  the  kingdom.  He  was  a  perfbn  of  fuch  con- 
fequence,  as  to  obtain  from  Henry  the  Serventh  of  England,  letters  of 
fafe-condu£t  for  himfelf  and  twelve  perfons  in  his  retinue,  for  the  purpofe 
of  travelling  through  that  country.  *   •» 

451  !•  To  him  fucceeded  Edward  Stewart,  a  man  of  an  iliuflrious  birth,  and^' 

what  was  of  more  confequence,  of  an  excellent  character.  His  tdle  and 
his  gen6roftty  Bre  evinced  by  hia  enlarging  the  cathedral  of  St  Magnus 
with  the  addition  of  fome  beautiful  pillars  and  arches  towards  thiB  eaft' 
^d  ;  in  which  there  ie  an  •elegant  window,  in  the  fame  ftyle,  form,  and 
pi-oportions,  though  inferior  in  point  of  fize,  with  that  which  has  been  fo 
much  and  fo  juflly  admired,  in  Yorkminfterin  England.  He  had  for  a- 
flicceffor,  in  the  Epifcopal  dignity,  "Thomas  Bifhop  of  Orkney,  whofe  on- 
ly aftiftn  of  note  was  the  donation  which  he  made  for  maintsdning  the 
quirifters  in  his  cathedral. 

Though  the  Sinclair  family  had  voluntarily  refigned  the  eafldom,  and 
had  received  full  value  in  Aibftantial  landed  property,  they  feera  to  have' 
ftill  looked  with  a  wifhful  eye  toward  xhmt  former  poiTdlions.     Accord- 

3489.       ingly,  in  die  fubfequent  reign,  Lord  Sinclair  found  means  to  be  appcnnted 
one  of  the  commifEoners  for  coUe^ng  the  Idng's  rents  in  Oritney  anA 

1501.  Shetland,  {a)  Some  years  afterwards,  diey  adv^mced  a  ftep  farther  to- 
vrards  the  objed:  at  which  they  aimed,  by  obtaining  a  leafe  d  the  eari- 
dom  for  a  period  of  nineteen  years ;  and  for  the  very  infigtiificant  rent  of 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  Scots  money.  Diflatisfied  v^th  this  advan- 
tage, which  even  to  them,  opulent  as  they  were^  muft^-  have  been  an  ob- 
jea  of  fbme  moment,  they  ieem  to  have  kift  fighq  foif-a  Iitde,i0l^  both  jut 
rice  and  gratitude ;  as  they  made  a  bold,  d^ou^itthfeccefsful-  att^pt  to 
'regain  the  entire  poffefiiotL     ^  '  I  ./l-a, 

.   -  Te 


(«)  ITnprinted  AOU  o!f  Pai«i«ttietii  v  ^  >       >.     :^itO 
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To  underftand  this,  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  William  Sinclair,  foff 
of  the  laft  Earl  of  Orkney  by  his  fecond  marriage,  had  been,  as'  appears 
from  the  charter,  created,  according  to  his  father's  wifh.  Earl  of  Caith- 
nefe  ;  and  Henry  Sinclair,  fon  of  William,  his  eldeft  fon  by  a  firft  mar- 
riage, had  been  declared  the  head  of  his  family,  and  moreover  crated 
Lord  Sinclair  ;  yet  the  fon  of  this  nobleman  concurred  with  George  earl 
of  Caithnefs,  grandfon  of  William,  in  whofe  favour  the  earldom  had 
been  rdigned,  in  attempting  to  invade  and  forcibly  feize  the  Orkney 
Kknds. 

Availing  themfelves  of  the  relaxed  ftate  of  the  reins  of  government, 
duripg  the  minority  q£  James  the  Fifth,  to  execute  thmr  ambitious  de-* 
figns^  they  cdle<fied  a  very  confideraWe  military  force,  which  they  em.^ 
baited  for  this  place,  with  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  of  vi<aory.  Here,' 
however,'  they  met  with  a  more  warm  reception  tfcaw  they  ei?qp^ed  ^.  for 
riiiB' brave  iflanders,  under  tWe  ddmmandcfSir  James  Sinclair,  a  natural 
fon  of  the  fame  family,  then^overtidr  of  tfie  caftlfe  of^  Kirkwall,  attacked 
diem  on  the  oonfinesof  the  parifh  of  Stennis ;  routed  them  completely  at 
a  placie  called  B&^wdl,  in  the  val0  of  Surimiehlale;  flew  the  earl,  *with 
five  hundred  of  -Ms^foUowers  ;  ahd'%6ok- L^d  S^clair  and  all  the  i^  of 
tbctti .prifonfe^.  (i?)   --"        -'      '      ^    :        V  iS^i^ 

*  To  this  day  the  fieM  of  battle,  though'  there  is  nothing  in  its  appear- 
ance rdative  to  this  event,  is  well  known ;  and,  in  the  adjacent  marih, 
through  which,  it  is'  alleged,  the  es^Fs  troops  were  pdrfued,  previoufly  to 
tbe  a^icm^^  dead  bodies  liave  very  litel^  b6en  found,  Vith  Aeir  dothes  in 
atwondeifcl  ftbtec^'^preTdtVatk)!^,^  deponed,  no  doubt,  by  the  ^m^lfeptic 
nature  oi  tfie  ear^  in  wiuch  tkey  had  Idinf. 

•  In  vindication  of' Wieifcbndu^  as  to  dbis  matter,^  whibfr  was  certaiiQlj 
inconfiftent  wttlP^iP  g«»e»iA  <^ti^ufoa:&r^  ^dWev^i^  tiitid^  fiv^lkiUbn  vndi 
tfie  torkds&t^i^  bfi^thfe^  J(&ig^m^  dfiditHe  ftlll  tia^dS^titt^  maimers  of^e 
age,  it  nia|f  bd-^^Wehntd,  that  there  Hi^  -  feme  grouiii -for  f^  that 
LordSibtlair  (^a9e,j0Vi^'With  a  iomftMion  io  fiiperfede  Sir  James  in  the 

-:  J  government; 

.  .Jl  (0  (-i)HollirifliN»ftift.Ji)|i»^taa.    Ben.  MSS?- ^Wallace.''  '  '"   '^ 
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gpveiament ;  and,tI|4it:t)iQ  ^^fy&$x.  ttwt  h^I.  him  and.  lud  noUe  relation, 
^o  h^id  come  to  fuppprt  lunv,  wsw  Qvia&g  to  the  oppofidon  that  he  meb 
^th  frcHu  this  ppw^ec^.  41^4  popular  le%(}^,  Hm  appears^  from  a  paper 
la^y  found  in  the  fjunily,  which  <:;0QtaiQs  a  complaint  againft  Sir  Js^m^s, 
that  was  dther  made,,  or  i|itpn4ed  tp^  b^y«  beeo  made,  to.  hui.Maj^fty.  on 
^lat  fubj^.  But  this  pM^h§p$  o^ght  not  to  be  credited,  were,  it,nQt.cor> 
roborated  by  a.refpite  for  th§:tfarm,Qf  nin^cpn  y^ars,  grafted  to  Sinclair  oC 
Strpn^a,  a^j^thtfty  o^^firp^,  fo£  the.  ffiwder.  pf;  the  ^.  of  C«Jhi|ef8.;  awi 
to  this  document  there  can  be  no  obje^on,  {a)  as  it  contains  every,  mask 
of  a^vi^ei^ci^,  ]?j%  VJbtfitfvarj  vg^.  Uig.  qaijlfe  of  ^,  iBfibrt:h?yiy  a*ten- 
tiure,  J^ont  two  yearSi  after;  i;  li^penfd,  the  ypuj^  Mn^  oi.  mor*.  jMvt^perr. 
Ij.l^Qfe  Ui%?^the?i  wefis.at  the  h^nj.  of  gpyieijp^ati  fiiw.  the.ah&lutp  j;^. 
c^ty  of  Tfi^foc^ng  t^  ifbnds  to  o^der ;  aiid/v^^e;  of.  cc^i#q^^c4  ixmoe 
^^y  i^idbped.to  di^olver  tiie  ana^:j^tiQai,  tboHgh  cpiu:^ved.in.y^,  fiji^ 
1530.  tjarms,  ajpdgrajitth^iflands  ipfe»|,tp;JpR98.^I,,Qf  M«IFay*.^,lftng.'ft 
i^^t^i  brodt^,.  a^d;  hid  h^u!5-n^0:i.  y^th  a^  cl.4ufe  of  revf^oQ.  tp,  ^^ 
^m:*».  <^f.  ®l!  tfesff, ^^^rei.  (^).    Qrept  aS;  hi?(  RSlSW  §«j}  iw8ufil¥» 

I^Mllh^  h8^9^^:)lBi|hQ46.4uft(j|pa&}firati9|i«,  i|r^,  l»  \^%  %M^ip£  A 

^yor  I       few  years,  revoked,  as  detrimental  to  the  public  intereft  j  .i^Qi^Sf^iftA 

^M^iW^;mmi  a«i^^. ifi M  Cssmfh  hy  a^ $ppan4  fprj»ja  i«a, 

r  Jfh)*»JspiL.4iM^^,4ae|e^ 

tSB^^^t^  c^ra^  fit^gplafi^ty^M^ldspf^^ 

nexions  at  Court,  folicited  fix>is^]|i%^f(rr^9|^J^-ij}|i9j[kbpf  Sf'iiiafiifiA 

^^kiV^^i^^sm^  tiHi^^.^!^  r  j(^2»jkR»ti((9);  th^  A/i^jm^  ofi  Ut- 

ail»^ffi»^^n^f2hik$^M:lidei».ii9|M)^.<}f),  .b«vt]iMitMefidie>J)9as« 
^«t|^lSilgsM^c§ijj!#^  ai^ii^^mf«sl^i..S9Vi»agsi^.£Kmi»&dibJia 

;Jiu/.Tavv.-y  cxpeded 

(<»)  ^/(^ABBBMiwNqtft:  ;i(yii«Wai^«a*€|iftto:.        ,)(-:)  Ibid. 
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C3cpedfed  n6t  only  puhifhment,  but  difgrace,  is  faid  to  have  thrown  him- 
fetf  into  a  decjp  ^t^  coiHmunicating  with  the  lea,  fliat  fbrms  the  entranfce 
to  th 'noble  Hafboilr  6f  DeerfbUnd.  St)  muchliaSi  he  cbncHrated  therf- 
'fedions  df  the  pet^le,  by  his -htithahe  attention  to  thiir  Interefts,  and'fo 
flrange*wdre  the  drcumftiiices  of  his  deaA  believed  to  be,  that  it  lias 
beeh  pei|)eti3kred  by  tradition  'as  ^  rfecetit  'event ;  and  tlie  'place  where  It 
Is  thought  to  hdv6  hapt)ened,  'is  ftill  poiriteil  out  tinder  the  name  of  the 
Oloiip  of  Liliksrt«fe. 

TTie  tinhappy  fete  of  this,  in  ih^y  refpe2fe,  d^ftrvirig  riian,  combinecl 
with  the  Influence  of  his  friends,  fofteried  the  releiitment  of  the  King  fo 
milch,  thdt 'he  granted  to  his  widbw  arright^ohis  wh61e  eftatfe,  move- 
able ahd  Immoveable,  that,  oh  accfaurit  of  fiis  ^IBicfde,  had  been  con- 

The  difhirbances  that  arofe  here  before  and  about  this  period,  induccJl 
lUng  Jaiiies  the  fifth  tb  Vifit  t&efe  fmote  iflanck  This  young  monarch 
■had  now,  with  flie  vigoiir  of  yotitih,  stnd'the  wifdom  of  years,  amidft' ma- 
ny cBffictilties,  ind  even  imminent  ha2!aid  to  his  petfbn,  eibbliihed  inter* 
nal  tranquillity  in  his'ldngdom ;  and^  in  purfuance'c^'his  patriotic  views, 
had  tOiScer^ed  the  laudable  defign  of  infiting  die  remoteft  parts  of  his  do- 
mltuofas.  1^  intention  was  to  adminifler  juflice,  to  check' cominotion, 
and  to  mafiie  the  ineflimablel)eneiits  of  order,  law,  iuid  civilization  be  not 
otily  known,  but  rdifhed,  among  diofe  who  were  fee  fartheft  removed 
from  the  feat  of  government  * 

Ineatirfng  lipon  the  execution  df  this  behevoleilt  plan,  obftacles  of  a 
*ddih<eftk:  and  delicate  natufe  occiiired,  that  created  delay,  which  were  no 
fooner  removed,  Ifliati  fhe  iquadroh,  that  had  been  for  fome  time'in'rea;- 
dirtrfs,  ikited  down  the  Fordi.  '  The'flfeet  foon  dbiibled  the  bolU  and  ^ockjr 

heights 


ifi  [  ■      'I '  '/ 


[a)  A  letter  made  to  Bs^bara  Stewart,  n4i€t  of  limqidiiie  jamb  Smcbirof  Sttfitoy, 
Knighty  her  airis  and  affignees,  of  the  gift  of  all  guides,  moveable  and  immoyeablci  &€• 
which  pertained  to  the  faid  umquhile  James,  and  now  pertain  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  be 
reafon  of  efcheat,  bcc^ufe  the  faid  umquhile  James  wilfully  ^w  himfelf  at  Stirling,  the 
eighteenth  day  of  April  A.  D.  fifteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine  years.— i*i7vy-&a/  Rt^er. 
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heights  of  Caithnefs ;  and,  crofling  the  Frith,  difplayed  the  rojal  ftandasd 
.  to  the  natives  of  the  Orkney  Ifles,  Here,  by  only  a  finall  exertion  of 
his  authority,  he  foon  compofed  all  the  difturbances,  and  took  fome  of 
the  moft  factious  into  cuflody ;  and,  after  having  had  the  fnths  and  bays 
furveyed,  and  charts  of  them  taken  by  his  pilot,  the  prince  took  his  de- 
parture, and  bent  his  courfe  to  the  weft,  in  the  farther  profecution  of  his 
voyage.  While  he  was  in  Kirkwall,  he  lodged  in  the  £4)i£x)pal  palace, 
and  was  royally  entertained  by  the  bifhop ;  and  fo  well  pleafed  was  be 
with  the  inhabitants  in  general,  who  feem  to  have  vied  with  each  other 
in  paying  him  every  mark  of  fubmiffion,  refpeft,  and  honour,  that,  as 

153  6*       foon  as  he  arrived  at  the  capital,  he  confirn\ed,  the  town's  charter,  and, 
.  not  long  afterwards,  granted  a  refpite  of  nineteen  years  to  Edward  Sin- 
clair of  Stroma,  with  thirty  of  his  accomplices,  for  the  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Caithnefs.  {a). 

1542»  Having  died  a  few  years  afterwards  of  a  broken  heart,  the  govera- 

mfint  of  the  kingdom  devolved,  on.  the  earl  of  Arran,  as  regent^  who  con- 
ferred the  iflands  on  the  earl  of  Huntly,  by  whom  they  were  enjoyed  for 
the  fpaoe  of  thuteen  years,  till  Mary,  the  yoimg  queen,,  became  of  9^  to 
choc^e  h^r  guardians,  when  they,  together  vrith  other  exofbUant  grwits  of 
that  period,,  were  relumed.  (3)  Neverthelefc,  this  imppident,.  though 
amiable  princefs  was  prev;wled  on,  before  fhe  was-  cf  age,  to  make  a  new 
grant  of  rfiem^to  her  natural. brother.  Lord  Roberfe  Stewart,  and  his  heira- 

IJf65;.      male,  with  reverfion  to  the  Crown  in  cafe  they  failed,  {c)' 

.  Two  years  Afterwaids,,  when  this,  gjrant  was  revdted^  the  queen  con^ 
ferred  them  on  James  Hepburn^,  Earl  of  Bothwell,  with  the  title  of  Duke 
of  Orkney,  in  coirfequence  of  her  refolution  to  marry  him.  {J)  His 
cemplicatedr crimen  focm.  afterwards  caufed  them  to  be.  forfieited;,  when 
they  again  reverted  to  the  Crown  ;  and,  for  fome  years,  the  rents  were 
coUeded  by  order  of  the  Stale,,  and  paid  annually  intone  treafury..  The* 
intereft  in  them,  however,,  that  he  had  acquired,  in  virtue  of  the  benefi- 
cence 


{^>  Fidi  Appendix  No.  H. 
{c)  Great  Seal  Regiftcr. 


(^)  Black  A£ts.     Lellie,  Hift/Scot. 

{d)  Ibid.    Buclian.    Spottlfwood,  HifL  Scot* 
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cence  of  his^  roysd  miftrefs,  was  perhaps  the  reafon  for  his  attempting  to 
land  here  in  the  depth  of  his  misfortunes ;  and  he  would  have  effeded 
his  purpofe^  had  his  force  not  been  repelled  by  Gilbert  Balfour,  then  go- 
vernor of  the  caftle  of  Kirkwall,  {a) 

In  the  meaiv  tinxe,  the  church  was  ruled  by  feveral  eminent  prelates. 
To  Edward  Stewart  (whofe  excellent  charafter  and  beneficent  actions  we 
)iave  already  mentioned)  fucceeded  Robert  Maxwell,  fon  of  Sir  John  1S2S^ 
Maxwell  of  Pollock,  who  had  been  at  firft  re<a:or  of  Torbolton,  afier^ 
wards  jM-ovoft  of  the  collegiate  church  in  the  town  of  Dunbarton,  and  was 
at  laft  promoted  to  the  See  of  Orkney.  As  his  prodeceflbr  had  enlarged 
the  dimenfions,  and  added  to  the  external  beauty  of  the  cathedral,  fo  he 
ornamented  it  internally,  by  building  in  it  ftalls,  which  ha4  curioufly 
carved  on  them  the  arms  of  the  former  bifliops,  ^nd  majiy  other  devices^ 
To  this  mark  of  refpedt  for  the  church  in  which  he  performed  divinQ 
fervice,  he  added  another,  in  furnifhiHg,  at  hia  own  expence,  an  excellent 
chime  of  bells  for  the  fpire^  of  which  it  feems  formerly  to  have  been  ia.  * 
a  great  meaftire  deftitute* 

His  courtly  manners,  his  degaiit.  addrefs,  ^xd  the  fumptuous  enter-^ 
tainments  which  hfi  fumift>ed,.  feem  tp  have  been  gratifying  to  his  royal 
pattpn^  when  he  graced  bis  palace  with  his.  prefence;  for,  on  his  return, 
home,  he  embr^ed  die  earlieft  occ^fipn  to  bellow  feveral.  benefaftions  on. 
tiie  country^ 

Refpe^table,  however,  a^  this  prelate  was,  and  celebrated  as  he  appears. 
to  have  been,  on  account  of  his  fplendid  mimificence,  his  fucceflbr  excel-^ 
led  him  in  every  re/peift,  and  arriyed  at  a  rouch.  higher  degree  of  ce-. 
l^brity. 

This  was  Robiett  ReicJ,  fon  to  John:  Reid^  of  Aikenhead,  who,  with;       15*0*. 
many  others,  fell  in  the  fatal,  field  of  Flouden.     His  mother  was  EUza-^ 
beth  Shaawell,  fifter  te  John,  abbot  of  Cqupar,  and  Rpbert,,  vicar,  of  Kirk-^ 
aldy,  who  W4s  appointed  one  of  the  firft.  judges  pf  the  College  of  Juftice 
after:  its  inftitution,. 

Hh  He. 


(a)  Andcrfon's  Hill,  of  Scotljind,  MS.  Adv.  Lib.  Edint, 
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He  was  bora  at  Aikenhead ;  educated  at  St  Saivator's  college  in  St 
Andrews ;  was  firft  fubdean,  tken  offid^d,  or  commi(£iiy,  of  Murray ;  a£* 
terwards  nominated  abbot  <»f  ELink>& :  he  obtained  the  priorj  of  Beauly 
///  commcndam^  and  was  at  laft  raifed  to  &e  fee  <rf  Orkney.  Belidea^  thefe 
t)ffices,  which  he  bore  with  equal  crecKt  to  himfelf  and  adrant^^  to  the 
schurch  of  which  he  was  a  member,  he  aded  for  iboie  time  as  vicar-gene- 
tal  in  the  management  of  the  diocefe  of  Aberdeen,  under  the  commffioa 
45f  the  bifhop  of  that  fee,  who  was  then  in  a  foreign  country. 

Five  years  after  his  preferment,  he  was  appointed  one  of  Ae  ordin^ffy 
Judges  ;  and  when  he  had  ^uthfuUy  difeharged  the  duties  of  that  office 
ibr  the  fpace  of  nine  years,  he  was  nominated  president  of  the  Court  of 
3eflion.  Thefe  honours^  civil  and  eccletiaftical.  Which  were  hesqped  on 
him  with  a  libera!  hand,  he  appeal^  &>  have  ji^y  merited,  by  his  talents 
and  his  virtues. 

His  generofrty  was  di^ayed,  not  only  in  ereding  the  round  and 
fquare  towers,  that  terminstfed  the  north  end  of  the  bf{hq)'s  palace,  but  m 
tcxtending  and  decorating  the  cathedral  of  St  M^^us.  To  the  weft  end 
<&  it  he  made  a  confidard^  addition,  by  the  oredion  of  diree  fnllars,  and 
built  the  magnificent  porch  which  ferves  it  fi>r  an  entry. 

He  conceived  the  defign  of  building  a  college  in  the  immediate  vid- 
!dity  of  it,  for  the  inftruflion  of  youth  in  gnunmar  and  philc^phy  ;  and 
both  granted  ground  and  built  fome  part  of  a  fquare,  which  he  intended 
ihould  ferve  for  that  purpofe.  Befides  thefe  beneficent  deeds^  he  made  a 
new  foundation  of  the  chapter,  by  increafing  the  number  of  the  canons, 
prebendaries,  and  other  officers,  and-^nifbing  them  with  more  ample 
provifion  for  their  nwdntenance.  His  knowledge  extended  to  every 
branch  of  fcience  and  literature  common  in  that  age  j  and  he  was  particu- 
larly acquainted  with  fuch  branches  as  were  conneded  with  the  i&cred  o& 
fice,  and  with  the  laws,  conftitudon,  and  pditical  ftate  of  his  own  country. 
For  that  reafon  he  poflefled  the  ccmfidence  ^md  favosa:  of  his  Sovereign^ 
who  firequently  employed  him  in  bufinefs  of  the  utmoft  importance.  Dur* 
ing  feveral  years,  he  was  accordingly  one  of  the  auditors  of  Exchequer ; 
he  was  appointed  a  commiflioner  on  the  part  of  Scotland  for  treating  of  a 

peace 
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peace  with  the  EngUik ;  andy  when  it  vmu  thought  fxpedient,  in  otda 
to  ftreDgdwn  the  connexioa  hetiroett  the  two  countries,  that  the  beautifiil 
fowog  Queen  of  Scots  (houki  be  mmried  to  the  Dai^bin  of  France,  tfak 
eminent  prds^e  was  made  dboice  of  as  one  of  die  conamiffiotiecs  to  coo* 
d\nQi  her  abroad,  and  witne&  her  niq>tial3  in  that  couotr^. 

In  the  execution  of  this  important  and  honouraUe  truft  he  was  unfbr^ 
tunati^ ;  for,  die  flip  in  wtidi  he  Med,  aod  whidbi  had  on  board  of  her  all 
the  moft  vahiaUe  prefents,  was  wrecked  near  Bouk>gne  ;  and  the  Eaii  of 
Rothf^  with  d^  hifhop,  efcaped  in  dcie  boat,  with  much  (tifficuky* 
While  Wt  was  on  his  return  home,  after  haying  executed  the  objed  of 
his  Quffioo,  he  was  feized  widi  a  difbrdar,  that  ended  his  days,  at  Dieppe, 
to  the  \q&  as  well  as  die  regret  of  his  countrymen. 

By  his  wiU  he  Idt  eight  thoufand  merks,  for  the  purpofo  of  foundmg 
a  eoB^  in  EAnbiurgh,  ciHkfifting  of  three  fchools ;  one  for  grammar,  one 
for  poetry  and  oratory,  and  cme  for  civil  and  commcm  law ;  and  there  is 
extant  a  decree  that  was  obtained  for  that  fum,  againft  Walter,  commeo* 
dator  of  Kinkis,  at  die  inftance  o£  hie  Majefty's  advocate,  {a) 

Tim  only  writings  whidi  this  parelate  left,  were,  a  geographical  de» 
feripticm  of  the  Ifies  of  Orkney,  and  a  geneolo^cal  and  btfkmeal  account 
^  the  &mily  of  Sinclair ;  bodi  of  which  ware  wrkten  at  the  defire  of  die 
King  of  Denmark,  and  were  extant  in  manufocipt  in  the  laft  century.  {6) 

His  fucceflbr  in  the  fee  was  Adam  Bothwdl,  die  firft  reformed  bifliop  15G2.^, 
of  diofe  Ifles,  fon  to  Franeia  Bgthwt^  cme  of  die  £^vifeQrs  of  the  Ccdkge 
of  Juftice  ;  whom  Queen  Mary  prefaited  to  die  office,  after  be  had  been 
duly  eleded  by  the  chapter.  He  performed  die  marriage  cexemficy  he»* 
tween  her  and  Bodiwell,  and  afterwards  took  part  widi  bar  eaemies. 
Two  years  after  hit  preftntation  to  the  b^opric,  he  was  appokted  one 
of  the  Ii0i»)i  of  Seflon,  and  foi  many  years  difehafged  the  dntiea  of  thai 
hnpoptant  qSc%  with  nuich  dignity.  As  hb  refidcnce  in  his  lecv  ho«^ 
«f  er,  was  therdhrf  prevented,  he  exchanged  the  temporalities  of  his  bi£hop* 
m  withRobot  Stewut,  Eavl  ci*  Otkney,  for  his  abbacy  of  Hotj^roodkHife ; 

Hh  3  andi 


(a)  Hadington^s  CoUedlions.  (^)  Mackenzie's  Lives.* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S4*  HISTORY  OF  Boottt. 

Mid  he  is  frequendy  ftyied  abbot  of  that  place,  as  well  as  bifhop  of  Ork- 
t^.  Notwithftanding  his  having  joined  the  enemies  of  the  queen,  Maiy 
feems  ftill  to  have  retained  for  him  fome  degree  of  her  fcMmer  favour ; 
for  when  her  unfortunate  circumftances  compdled  her  to  refign  the  crown, 
flie  granted  a  procuration  to  him,  to  inaugurate  h&c  fon  the  young  prince, 
iS67.       winch  was  accordingly  done  at  Stirling. 

IVevioufly  to  that,  fhe  had  given  him  a  proof  of  her  efteem,  in  ap* 
pointing  him  one,  of  the  commiffioners  for  collecting  the  Scots  laws  into  a 
body  ;  and,  partly  to  his  faithful  induftry  in  the  difcharge  of  his  truft,  do 
we  owe  the  firft  impreffion  of  our  laws  at  Edinburgh,  well  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Black  Ads,  from  the  circumftance  of  their  being  printed  in 
the  Saxon  charader.  The  fame  refped  was,  on  another  occafion,  fhown 
him  by  the  nation  ;  for  when  the  unhappy  differences  took  place  between 
the  young  King  and  his  mother,  who  was  then  a  prifoner  in  England, 
he  was  chofen  by  the  Eftates  to  aid  the  regent  in  bringing  them  to  fome 
termination. 

After  all,  he  feems  to  have  been  litde  more  than  a  nominal  bifhop  of 
Orkney,  as  the  revenues  were  colleded  by  the  eari,  and,  in  confequence 
of  the  exchange,  applied  to  his  own  ufe  ;  and  the  fpiritual  funftion  wa^ 
difcharged  by  a  fuperintendsmt,  who  had  fo  much  of  the  epifcopal  power 
as  to  dired  church  cenfures,  and  ordain  minifters,  as  in  other  places* 
The  man  that  boite  this  oflBce,  which,  in  that  age  of  zeal,  was  adopted  as 
a  medium  between  prefbytery  and  prelacy,  was  Mr  James  Annan,  mi- 
mSter  of  the  churches  of  Sanday  and  Weftray.  This  mode  of  church  go- 
vernment expired  v^dth  him.  * 

The  Iflands  had  now,  fmce  their  union  with  Scotiaild,  and  their  an- 
nexation to  that  crovm,  been  twice  granted  to  needy  or  avaricious  favour* ' 
ites,  and  as  c^en,  from  motives  of  public  expediency,  refumed  :  they  had 
ccmtinued,  however,  for  fome  time  paft,  in  the  liands  of  government,  as 
royal  domains,  and  the  revenues  that  arofe  from  them  were  converted  to 
its  benefit  and  ufe.  An  ohjeGt  of  fuch  importance,  therefore,  as  they 
were  at  that  time  confidered,  was  not  likely  to  be  long  overlooked 
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Lord  Robert  Stewart  accordingly  revived  his  ciaim ;  and,  by  means  of 
that  addrefs  for  vrhich  he  was  diftinguifhed^  prevailed  on  his  nephew,  the 
young  King  of  Scots,  not.  only  to  confer  on  him  the  revenues,  and  rermw 
the  grant,  but,  by  l^ers  patent,  to  create  him  Earl  of  Orkney,  {a)  By  1580* 
his  condud):,  however,  he  foon  (howed  that  he  was  undeferving  the  royai 
favour,  and  merited  neither  fuch  profit  nw  fuch  honours.  Naturally 
proud,  as  wdl  as  ambitious,  and  far  from  being  exempted  from,  avarice,  he 
availed  himfelf  of  the  remote  fituation  of  thefe  parts,  to  comout  many  a£U 
of  violence  and  opin'eilion,  of  which  the  people  made  many  loud  and  Int-* 
ter  compUdnts ;  and  when,  to  all  this  cruel  treatment,  he  added  the  de- 
fign  of  delivering  the  earldom  into  the  hands  of  foreigners,  he  was  imme- 
diately on  the  difcovery,  ftript  of  the  poflTeffion.  The  King,  juftly  offend-  1589. 
ed  at  the  ingratitude  and  difloyal  conduft  of  his  relation,  next  granted 
them  to  Sir  John  Maitland  of  Thirlftain,  the  Chancellor  of  Scodand,  and 
to  Sir  Ludovick  Ballantine,  the  Juftice-Clerk,  jointly  ;  with  the  cuftoms^ 
tolls  of  (hips,  and  other  revenues ;  virho,  for  reafons  not  mentioned,  foon 
{b)  afterwards  reftored  the  whole  privileges  and  property  to  the  Crown. 

In  the  mean  time,  Robert  Stewart,  fenfible  of  the  many  advantages 
that  refulted  firom  the  valuable  pdOTfeflions  which  he  had  fo  recently  loft, 
and  no  doubt  regreting  his  own  imprudent  and  criminal  condud:,  which 
had  contributed  to  this  effed,  raiewed  his  application  to  hb  young  Sove- 
reign, over  whom  addrefs  and  exterior  accompliihments  had  alvrays  but 
too  much  influence  ;  and  prevailed  on  him,  notwithftanding  all  that  had 
happened,  to  reftore  to  him  and  hishdrs^male  thofe  lands  of  which  he  had 
been  deprived. 

The  fame  grant  was  renewed  to  him  and  his  fon  Patrick ;  and,  in  the       1591% 
event  of  their  dying  without  ifTue,  to  the  Duke  of  Lenox ;  and  an  afl:  of 
difTolution  was  obtained,  which  lafted  only  for  the  fliort  fpace  of  cme 
year ;  after  which  the  iflands  of  Orkney  and  Shetland  were  agdn  annexed 
to  the  Crown,  (r) 

Patrick  Stev^art,  his  fon,  however,  had  influence  fuflicient  to  procure  a       1600# 


new 


(a)  Great  Seal  Regiftcr. 


(^)  Ibid. 


(f)  Aa,  Ja.  VI.  pari.  14. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


346  -HISTORY    OF  BookH. 

aew  gnnt  ia  ^&  own  &vour,  And  that  of  his  male  ifluc,  and  alfo  of  his 
thre^  biot)i0rs ;  and  in  fiuhirQ  c^  them,  to  die  Duke  of  Lenox ;  {a)  and  he 
wtA  no  fboqer  invefted  with  the  pofiefiioa,  than  he  gavefuch  ^pecimen^ 
of  his  cQndod:,  as  plainly  diicoyered  that  he  inherited  his  falher^s  yices ; 
and  was,  at  leaft  in  fo  far  as  concerned  kis  behaviour  to  the  people,  de- 
tormined  to  tread  in  his  fteps.  His  pnly  objedte  feemed  to  be^  to  acquire 
we^ith,  to  fpend  it  in  difl^)ation,  to  extend  his  power,  and  gradfy  his  un- 
bounded ambition.  For  aecompliihiog  lAiek  ends,  he  made  no  fcruple  to 
aA  oontrary  to  juftice ;  and  wh^n  the  people  numnured,  they  were  treat- 
ed with  ftitt  greatei:  feverity,  ti&  they  were  at  length  to  ftntunate  as  to 
find  means  of  n;ialdng  their  complaints  reach  die  royal  ear ;  when  he  was 
thrown  into  priibn,  and,  being  afterwards  conyid;ed  of  high  treafbn,  fi^- 
^^d  die  punillunent  fo  juiUy  (hie  to  Ihs  complicated  crimes. 

A  contemporary  author,  who  is  generally  efteraied,  draws  his  charac--^ 
tcr  in  juft  and  ftrik^ng  terma : 

^  This  nobleman  (fays  he)  haying  undone  his  eftate  by  riot  and  prodi- 
^  gafiity^did  ieek  by  unlawful  fhilts  to  repidr  the  fame ;  making  ads  in  hb 
^  ceurtSi  and  exading  penalties  for  die  breach  diered^  If  »)y  man  was 
^  tiiedy  to  have  ccmcealed  any  thing  that  might  infer  a  pecuniary  muk):, 
\  and  b;ing  profit  to  die  earl,  his  htndf  and  goods  were  dedared  confifouv 
^  ed«  Or  if  any  went  forth  of  the  Ifles  without  his  Ucenfe,  or  his  depii- 
'  des^  upon  whalevw  occasion,  diey  &ould  forfeit  thek  moveables*     And 

*  (lyittrh  cdf  }^  hia  9£t^  was  the  moft  inhumane)  he  ordained,  that  if  any 
^  nan  was  tried,  to  ibpply  or  give  refief  to  fhips,  or  any  vaffels  diftreffed 
^  by  tempeft,  the  fame  fhall  be  punifhed  in  his  perfon,  and  fined  at  the 

*  earl's  pl^vre. '  {i) 

The  condition  of  many  thouiand  peqple,  of  which  the  inhabitants 
tjffgi  c9n£ifted,  under  the  government  of  a  man  of  that  deicription,  muft 
h«v9  been  truly  deplorable.  Even  after  the  annexadon  that  took  plai:e  09 
his  condemnation  and  forfeiture,  their  minds  were  extremely  troubled  in 
gecfljls^big  diMe  fiifleriogs  they  had  endured,  and  d^peacfing  thole  they 

might 

(fi)  Qf nat  SfidX  f^egiftpi.  {i}  Spottifwoode's  Hiftory  of9cotbi|d. 
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imght  IHIl  meet  with,  if  a  man  of  a  fimilar  charai^er  fhould  in  fatxxct  be 
invefted  with  the  fame  dangerous  powers.  To  quiet  their  minds  from 
any  apprehenftons  they  were  under  on  this  account,  the  King,  with  the 
advice  of  his  Council,  iflued  an  order,  *  charging  officers  at  arms  to  pafs 

*  to  the  market-crofs  cf  Kirkwall,  and  other  places  needful,  within  Ork- 

*  ney  and  Shetland  ;  and  there,  by  open  proclamation,  to  give  fignifica- 

*  tion  to  all  his  Majefly's  lieges  and  fubje^ls,  that  the  lands  and  earidom 

*  of  Orkney  and  Shedand  were  annexed  to  the  Crown,  to  remain  in 

*  time  coming. '  {a)  The  bifhop,  in  the  mean  time,  was  appointed  theii! 
governor,  whom  they  were  ftridly  enjoined  to  obey  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  they  were  exhorted  to  give  no  ear  to  the  idle  repents  which  they 

*  had  heard,  of  alterations  and  changes  of  the  prefent  eflate  of  the  faid 
^  bounds,  to  the  fbrmer  condition  of  mifrule,  trouMe,  and  oppreflion.  *  [ij 

Such  univerfa!  alarrtx  and  panfiil  apprehenfions,  which  required  fueh 
attention  on  the  part  of  govemnrent  to  alky,  mufl  have  proceeded  from 
an  adequate  caufe,  and  will  not  permit  us,  however  much  inclined,  to 
confider  the  accounts  that  have  been  given  of  the  conduft  of  the  Stewartt 
here,  as  exaggerated.  Even  the  very  cafUes  which  they  wer6  at  fuch  painft^ 
to  ered,  to  fhow  the  extent  of  their  povirer  and  wealth,  are  monunxent^ 
of  their  pride  and  oppreffion. 

To  the  ancient  pdace  in  Birla,  that  had  been  built,  of  at  leafk  occu- 
pied by  the  Earls  of  Sinclair,  Earl  Robert  Stewart,  pleafed  widi  its  fite,  added 
a  magnificent  front  and  colonnades,  in  the  flyle  of  the  palace  of  Falldand  j 
and,  on  a  flone  over  die  principal  gate,  caufed  a  Latin  infcription  to  be 
put,  in  vHbich  he  arrogated  to  himfeif  the  tide  of  royalty.  But  though 
this  might  have  arifen  from  a  grammatical  miflake,  the  fame  excufe  can- 
not be  pleaded  for  the  arrogant  motto  that  he  afHuned,  which  implied, 
that  as  his  family  had  been,  fo  it  was  at  prefent,  and  w6uld  remain  in 
time  coming,  {c)  His  conduft  in  building  the  cafHe  of  Birfa  tefHfied 
the  fame  prefomptuous  di^ofition.  In  order  to  carry  on  the  woric  with 
littie  expence  to  himfeif,  and  with  expedition,  he  afleffed  the  vehole  coun- 
try 

[a)  Privy  Seal  Rcgifter.  (i)  Ibid.  (r)  Sic  fuit,  eft,  et  erit. 
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try  in  money,  vifhials,  and  perfonal  fervices  j  and  thefe,  and  odier  exac-^ 
tions  which  he  made,  prefled  fo  hard  on  the  poor  inhabitants,  that,  as  a 
juft  pimifliment  of  fuch  unrighteous  deeds,  his  memory  is^  even  at  this 
day,  held  in  execration. 

His  fon  Patrick,  whofe  difpofition  was  fimilar,  feems  to  have  adopted 
the  fame  tyrannical  plan  in  building  the  caftle  of  Scalloway  in  Shedand, 
where  he  compelled  the  inhabitants  to  work  like  flaves,  and  impofed  a 
tax  upon  every  flieep  and  ox  through  thai  country,  which  continues  ftill* 
to  be  paid  under  die  name  of  the  Iheep  and  ox  penny .^ 

The  fame  method  was  probably  purfued  in  building  the  far  more  ele^ 
gant  ftrudure  of  die  EarFs  palace  in  KirkwalL  It  is  an  edifiqe  reared  by 
the  fame  man  in  the  pride  of  his  power,  as  appears,  not  only  from  the  date^ 
but  from  there  ftill  being  feen,  on  different  parts  of  it,  the  letters  P.  £•  O.,. 
the  initials  of  his  namjB  and  dignity.  The  lower  or  ^ound-floor  is  di- 
vided into  a  great  many  vaults  or  cells,  with  finall,  narrow  openings,  to 
ferve  them  in  place  of  windows ;  and  as  they  bear  a  ftriking  refemblancet 
tp  the  dark  and  difmal  abodes  for  felons  in  fome  prifons,  there  is  fome 
^ealbn  to  believe  that  they  have  fometimes  b^  employed  as  places  of 
ijonfinement,  though  their  ori^nal  de^nation  might  hiave  beepi  to  hold, 
ftores  and  provifions,  A  well,  neariy  built  yith  hewn  ftone,  and  fup-. 
plied  with  water  from  the  high  ground  to  the  eaftw^rd,  ftill  remains  pear 
the  bottom  of  a  fine  ftair,  which,  by  three  flights  of  fteps,  leads  to  the 
hall,  which  is  equally  fpacious  and  magnificent.  There  ai:^  two  chimnies. 
in  this  hall,  one  in  dxe  fide  and  another  in  the  end  of  it  Its  dimeinfions. 
are  fifty-ei^t  feet  long,  twenty  broad,,  and  fourteen  high ;  apid  it  is.  light- 
ed, from  the  eaft  and  from  the  fouth,  by  thre^  large  Gothic  windows. 
The  walls  are  for  the  moft  part  built  of  grey  ftone ;  and  on  fome  parts, 
qf-  them,  efpecially  on  the  corners,  there  are  projeftions  of  cut  fi:ee-ftone^ 
raifed  to  r).  qonfiderable  height  in  the  form  pf  turrets,  or  baftions,  the  low-. 
^  parts  of  which  are  divided  inXP  windows..  The  whole  building,  like 
Others  in  that  age,  forms  tlwree  fides  of  an  oblong.  It  is  only  tw:o  ftorfes. 
high ;  and  through  every  part,  but  more  efpecially  in  the  turrets  and  winr. 
dows,  more  regard  has  been  paid  to  variety  than  uniformity^ 

The^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


L 

I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Chap.  VI.  THE    ORKNEY    ISLANDS.  {249 

The  aille  of  Noldand,  in  the  ifland  ci  Weftray,  is  a  ftru6ture  that 
defenres  tfome  notice^  thbu^  we  hare  no  certain  infoimation  of  either 
the  time  when,  or  di0  peifon  by  whom,  it  was  erected.  This  noble 
building,  fituated  in  a  beautiful  plain,  covered  with  flowers  and  grafs,  at 
the  bottom  of  a  hill,  and  near  the  banks  of  a  fine  loch,  commands  an  ex^ 
tenfive  profped  of  the  northern  ocean,  and  the  neighbouring  ifles;  and 
though  only  a  part  of  it  remains  Iknding,  the  whole  fabric  is  very  large ; 
and  as  it  is  nearly  ki  the  fame  flyle  with  the  former,  it  fhould,  at  leaft  in 
its  prefent  form,  perhaps  be  referred  to  the  iame  age..  The  ground  on 
which  it  ftands  was  granted  to  Gilbat  Balfour,  who  was  mafter  of  the 
houfehold  to  Queen  Mary  and  her  hufband  Lo]?d  Daraley,  who  had  ap- 
pointed him  Sheriff*  of  Orkney  and  governor  of  the  caftle  of  Kirkwall  j 
and  thefe  circumilances  have  given  rife  to  ^  opinion,  ^t  this  gende-  • 

raaa  built  the  caftle  of  Nddand  in  a  huny,  and  only  finifhed  a  part  of 
k,  to  ferve  as  a  fecure  place  of  retreat  to*  the  Queen,,  and  her  unhappy 
^  hufband  Bolhwell,  in  their  adverfity.  This  opinion,  however,  is  unfound- 
ed, as  appears  evident  fix>m  the  conduiS:  of  that  gendeman  in  refuting 
.Bothwetl,  in  his  diflrefs,  admiflaon  into  the  caftle  of  Kirkwall^  and  ftill 
'  more  fo^  from  the  caflie  bd^ng  long  before  that  time  de£uibedy  as  it  might 
be  at  preienty  a  large  unfbifhed  building,  {dfi 

-  .  The  refoludon  6f  the  Scotifh.  govermnent  to  keep  the  iflands  hence- 
tbith  infeparably  united  to  the  Crown,  though  replete  with  wifdom  and 
humanity,  was  unhappily  but  of  fhort  coitoiuance ;  for  the  King,  im- 
portuned by  .his  friends,  whom*  he  was  unwilling  to  difobtige,.  Aiperfeded 
the  Bifhop  by  a  new  gcant  oi  tfie  country  to  Sir  James  Stewart  of  Kil* ,  1^61:4^. 
fyth,  j^rwards  Lord  Ochiltree,  not  as  it  had  been  conferred  on  the  Earls,, 
but  iit  the  capacity  of  a  farraer^^enerah  {dy  like-  moft:  men  who  have 
adei  in  tiiiat  quality,  he  focoi^  difcovered  the  ohjdSt  diat  he  had  in^  view, 
and  was  as  folicitous  in  the  ac<|uifidonr  of  wealth,,  as  he  was.*  carelefs  of  the 
srights  of  humanity*     BoUowing  the  example  of  the  Stewarts  in  ieveral: 

I  i  refpedls,. 

{a)  Bexu-MSS.  Adv.. Lib.  Edin.  £t  eft  excellentiflima  arx  Gve  caftellunii  fed  nonduix^ 
iBonen  a(Uiuc  completa.^  (^)  Privy  Council  Regiftec 
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liis  gbverrimefit  bteame  jfo  intcdaraUe,  that  dse  istbabitum^  not  6Mu&d 
with  unavailing  murmftrs  add  'Comf^ms,  'bdhHj  prbfeoited  ^  eii»£kor$ 
land,  havfng  fubftantiated  tKe  idiai^iii^^ 

1622.      judges,  "he  W2^  deprived  c^  liis'iea&,  on  aeamnt  of  his  tf^pteStm.  (df) 

In  the  {^ace  of  only  t^o  years,  diey  i^vereiigafaieonvieytd  to  Sir  Gtorgp 
Hay  of  Kinfauns,  Who  Was  "then  'Lxnil  ^dhancelior,  for  a  K&at  of  ferljr 
thoufand  merks  Sc6ts ;  but  ifta:  Ue'  had  pbiiefled  tibtem  on  tfaele  termafor 
-three  yeai^  lie  reiigAed  them  faitD  the  faadds.  of  govenunent 

ihftead  of  di^pofmg  of  them  any  lOi^er  ih^lhismode,  one  fomewhiit  dtflfef- 
eht  Was  adopted ;  and  they  w^tibw  let  iii'leatfe^r  only  the  fhort  pcbaod  nE 
'  two  or  three  years,  for  a  ftipulated  re6t,'  to  ^^rsiers.     Tlie;  cdfnditbn  of  the 
yeaple^  hc^^ever,  fcfems  to  h^eve^been  ho  better  ood^rilieie  ineo^ who,  for  tbotr 
oWn  emolument,  vkJttted  dieir  i^h^. witbottt  morcy ;  tmd  the  heary.  hur- 
^dens  Which  they  alrea%  bore,' and  tfaeiridrbid  ofitiU  gnbter,  oMiJ^red.iD 
IddUce  them  to  cMfihine  hi  -pasdoning  the'L^Bait!i:ffe.     The  laddheUfifs 
'accordin^y  unhed,  ^d' framed  :a  pbtitbn,  ^  |)nyiiig,!  ffait-nainan  beia- 
^  te^ned  between  his  Majefty  and  them  to'moldft  diem^  butJth«t  tbtfy 
^  may  remdin  his  6wa  immediacte^^vafl^  ^     Their  cepisfeiitiittbn  Had  fr- 
queft  were  liflened  to  with  hiinfianeriiiieritien;.  'w&sn  exaituned,  were  foiidd 
Teafotiable ;  and  finally  attended  with  iuch  fucoefe,  that,  in  .that  Tery  Par- 
liament, an  a£t  was  pafled^  xadfying  'and  cobfinning  all  former  amiexa- 

1633.       tions.  (b) 

They  c6ntinued  in  diis  ftote,  howeti^r,  but  a  ihort  time,  «  die  i«it8 
were  foon  afterwards  let  in  kiaie,  otv  fuch  tirms.as  die  Adminiflmdan  for  ^ 
'the  time  deemed  expedient, -and  whidi  wereihigher  orio^er^acodfdkig^ 
the  ifitereft  or  loyalty  ofthbfe  that  t)btaaied  titem:  biit  iiow  fiur  diefe 
needy  or  i»^adot^  farmers  regakded  rdie.ri^ts.  of  .the  .people,  cnHli  beft 
appear  from  the  popuhu:  difowittiit8^that*'w«reiben  fa  pre^ateat 

'  JBut  while  they  were^  thus  pafling^  foequeody  from  hand  to  hand,  a»d 
ao^peffon  of  confequence  had  any  ^permanent  interefl  to  promote  their 

improvement^ 


(a)  Privj  CouncU  Regifter.  (^)  Ad  lo.  Part  K  Ch.  I 
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imprt^ematAy  the  influence  and  importuxuty  of  a  fa^odrite  coutdar  pre^ 
Yoikd  cm  die  neccflkies  of  the  Pdnce  to  d^liv^*  them  intp  the  hand^  of  ^ 
9ew  maAer. 

Before  we  enter  on  d3e^con^lderattf>Il  of  this  traofaftion,  we  rouft  Io(Al 
back  to  the  ia&ixB  of  the  Chuiich,  i/srhich  were  intiinately  coa0e<3:ed  wiA 
thofe  of  the  eaiidom. 

While  Bifhi(^  BochweH  tired^  aiad  the  epifoopal  duty  was  performed 
hy  thte  Supeoriatendint,  no  di^ute$  whtftwer  k^m  to  h^y^e  arife©  r^l^p^- 
ing  thfe  revenu&E^  which  had  been  granted  to  the  £^s  in  .^^(Jiang?  for  ih» 
ahhaoy.  After  ihia  deaA,  h«>wever>  when  Mr  Jai»^  I^w,  fflmlft^  of  Barfe  *  1 606. 
liikin,  was  ^pointed  to  the  fee,  the  cide  was  widely  difierent.  As  foon  a9 
^  aiov^d  in  the  Borth,  with  a  view  to  conunence  die  duties  of  his  ftation, 
and  reap  the  fbiits  of  bis  benefice,  the  tefx^cnalities  of  his  biih€q[>ric  were 
withheld  firom  him  by  Earl  Patrick,  under  the  pretence  of  the  exchange 
liiat  had  been  made  between  his  Luther  and  the  Biihc^'s  o^cial  predecef- 
ibr.  No  fpch  pk^  however,  could  in  juftice  be  admitted ;  for,  what- 
enertrasiiad^  of  thatldnd  niight  haTetalqenf^baoe,  it  coiild  only  exiil: 
during  the  lives  of  tlie:cqntr^Aifig  partieB.  JEteat  the  Earl  was  ^  ^cnan  cf 
a&ii]q^etQaif83|)irit^  os^eMw^ed.by  i^  fiq^^ttr,  aiyi  reftrained  by  no  piinci-* 
jis ;  jmd,.tfxading  in  dief^hqf»  of  ^his  ^dicr,  iiad.in  .the:biihopric,as  rmll 
as.ia  the  earldom,  4Zomn)itted,  wkhoctt  tcontroul,  many  s^s  jdf  InjufHce 
^adimproTQioediirueky.  .^oaifed  intp  iiidignatieiixat  th^  injuries  .which 
he  faw  his  people  daily  endure,  iri^tJ^  thao  jat  jdiofe  .which  he  ^mfelf 
hfldi^uiAdaed,  dieBiihop,  n^  dawxi'A^  aoompl^ints  lliat  )i2d  <heen 
broagltf  iaisD,  jcfiooftiragfid  lhe:pecple:to.{)eri2dliaihek.attempte^ 
juftice,  jand  ..dtredbd  tl^dr  isefeofiment  with  iu(^;m£d0m  Aod^e&iSt^  aajto 
bring  him,^  laftxto  oendignqpunifluBent.  . 

^romitl>e:QarHeft^^i^es,  the  l^ndiMiflherhiAici^^i^cBQ 
Bey.averedbifitenidxed,.vthQt  fiot.anly  incewrj^ifliuEid  and  ipariih,  jbut . j|l^ 
moftviu'  every  jpuan,  jl  dhiall:pQiEtion.bek)aged;^  ^-each  jof  ^hem.  .  1^  Jfiidi 
^bnes,  land  .wit|iiiich.peoi^  ^:imay  eafily  ihe^csBibce^^^  .whatjdifbnder 
wmild(ariie  fwaiJ&xs>St^ia£:  puoperty.  JEEc^aent^3dififeri|ttoeB  jl^  oquaiv 
cdcLtook  pbiceibetiAfseivjtiihe:;tbQasit%  mplgughing^vfoorang,  and  ijeapii^ 

Li  2  theirs 
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their  fields;  and  tfiefe  were  fomedmes  fo  enfiamed  by  the  friends  of  Ae* 
refpedive  parties,  that  the  confequences  of  them  were,  not  only  lawfiiits 
in  a  high  degree  vexatious,  but  much  reproachful  language,  terminating^ 
in  blows  and  bloodlhed,  and  even  ailaflination  and  murder.  To  remedy 
Aefe  evils,  this  fagacious  and  pacific  prelate  refigned  the  whde  of  the 
epifcopal  lands  that  were  thus  intermixed,  into  the  hands  of  his  Sovereign ; 
and  received,  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors  in  oflBce,  an  equivalent  in  lands, 
feparate  and  diftindt,  commodioufly  fituated  on  the  Mainland,  and  the 
tflands  more  immediately  around  it  Though,  by  this  exchange,  the  va- 
hie  of  the  bifhopric  might  have  been  fomewhat  diminifhed,  as  the  lands 
received  were  fuppofed  to  be  both  of  fmaller  extent,  and  of  inferior  qua- 
lity ;  yet,  as  continued  and  endlefs  contentions  were  tho^eby  prevented, 
and  concord  among  neighbours  preferved,  the  tranfa^on  reflets  honour 
on  the  projedor,  and  was  a  general  benefit  to  the  country. 

To  prevent,  in  future,  all  interference  between  the  Bifhops  and  thofe 
that  poflefTed  the  earldom,  the  two  jurifdidions  were  feparated,  and  ren- 
dered diflind ;  and  the  Bijfhop  was  invefled  with  the  fole  right  of  admi^^^ 
niflering  jnftice  widiin  the  limits  of  his  own  property. 

Soon  after  this  exditnge  took  place,  and  tome  dme  fubfequent  to  the 
Earl's  condemnation  and  forfeiture,  when  tranquillity  had  been  reftored 
to  the  iflands  by  means  of  his  judicious  exertions,  he  was  in  fuch  &vour 
with  his  Sovereign  Jitmes  the  Sixth,  that  he  tranflated  him  to  the  South, 
and  appointed  him  Archbifhop  of  Glalgow. 
1615.  George  Giahani,  of  die  fioniLy  of  Inchbraky,  who  fucceeded  him,  was 

firfl  a  miniiler  at  Scone,  dien  Bifhop  of  Dumhlane,  whence  he  was  tranf- 
lated to  the  fee  of  Orlmey,  where  he  difcharged,  with  much  credit  to 
himfelf,  the  duties  of  the  epifcopal  fundion  for  twenty^^hree  years. 

About  this  time,  theGdierai*  Aflfembly  at  GhUgow  met,  and,  with 
rigour  unfuitable  to  their,  office  as  nmnAen  of  a  meek  and  benevolent 
Mailer,  not  only  fet  afide,  but  excommunicated  the 'EjMfcqpal  order  with- 
out mercy.  This  prelate,  afrsud  of  fharing  the  fame  £ite,  and  dreading' 
the 'penal  confequences,:  r^gned  his  office,  which  he  declared  to  be  un- 
hvTfvl^  and  that  he  wa^iinfeig^p diy  grieved  at  havii^ig  held  fpch  m  office 
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fp  long  in  the  Church.  On  account  of  this  fubmifSon^  whether  proceed- 
ing from  convi<ftion,  or  from  motives  of  prudence,  he  wad  only  depofed 
by  the  Aflembly,  and  tliereby  faved  his  eftate  and  money  on  bond,  wUch 
would  have  been  all  forfeited,  had  he,  like  many  of  the  reft  of  his  order^ 
undergone  excommunication,  {a) 

After  his  refignation,  the  revenues  of  his  fee  were  let  in  leafe,  to  Six 
William  Dick  of  Braid,  who  coUeded  them,  by  his  favors,  for  eight 
years,  {b) 

As  foon  as  the  Epifcopal  mode  of  Church  government  was  revived^ 
Robert  Baron,  Profeflbr  of  Divinity  in  the  Marifhall  College  of  Aber- 
deen, was  eleiSed  his  fucceflbr  in  the  fee  of  Orkney,  to  which  he  would 
unqueftionably  have  been  an  ornament,  as  may  appear  fi-om  the  excel- 
lence of  his  chara<Ser  and  writings,  had  he  not  been  compelled,  by  the 
turbulence  of  the  times,  to  flee  from  the  country.  He  died  at  Berwick 
before  confecration. 

We  are  not  informed  in  what  manner,  or  by  whom,  the  clerical  o£»^ 
fice  was  held,  or  the  parochial  duties  were  performed,  during  the  inter- 
val of  Prefbytery  that  fucceeded. 

Thofe  at  the  helm  of  afiairs  being  then  bufted  in  planting  the  diurches 
in  the  central  and  more  populous  parts  of  the  kingdom,  negledled,  per- 
haps, to  extend  their  views,  for  fome  time,  to  this  remote  fequeftered 
province ;  and,  in  that  Cafe,  the  inferior  orders  of  the  clergy  would  probabl  j 
continue  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  their  office,  encouraged  and  maintained 
by  the  people* 

The  rents  of  the  bilhopric  were  granted  by  Parliament  to  the  city  of 
Edinburgh ;  and  by  the  Provoft  and  Magiftrate?  farmed  to  two  gendemen 
in  Orkney,  Mr  James  Baikie  of  Tankemefs,  and  Mr  George  Buchanan  of 
Sound,  who,  either  jointiy  or.feparately,  hekl  them  to  the  time  of  the 
Reftoration.  (r) 

King  Charley,  thct  F^^  in  the  midft  o£  his  troubles,  granted  thele 
tfl^ds,  with  the  whole  jurifdi<ftions  and  royalties  that  bdonged  to  tlieflV 
to  William  Earl  of  Morton,  under  the  name  or  in  the  form  of  a  more* 

(«)  Kcitb*s  Catalogue  of  Scots  Bifliops.      (A)  Dilcbarges/f^/  Sir  J.  Stewart,    (c)  Id^oi. 
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pi^^  i^emabl6  by  the  CtOT/tn,  on  pdyment  ti  thirty-  thoiifahd  p6imcb 
1643.       Sterling,  yi)    This  nobleman,  fboii  after  he  had  obtsdnfed  the  gntnt,  retired 
hixhet ;  arid,  wh2e  diforders  invaded  ttie  heart  of  the  kingdom,  he  ^>ent 
&e  rethainder  of  his  days  in  fflence  and  fecurity. 

His  family  fuflfered  a  lad  reverfe  of  fortune  under  the  u{urpation  of 
CiomwelL  He  ftript  them  of  thefe  pofleffions,  on  account  a[  then*  at- 
tithihenit  to  the  Royal  Caxife ;  and  hvSt  a  temporary  fort,  ffiti  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Mount,  in  which  he  placed  a  ganifon,  to  overawe  and 
filhnd*,  ''zk  well  as  proted  dje  illan^s.  During  the  power  of  Oomwell, 
Ins  fdlcfiirs  were  ^ihy  of  feveiral  irr^ularities  and  c^jweffiohs ;  but  they 
Sub  were  of  confiderable  advantage  to  the  iflamk.  They  introduced  a 
lujperior  mode  of  cultivating  the  ground,  and  Ae  planting  ci  cabbages, 
which  were  before  that  time  in  a  great  meafure  tmkiKywn.  They  alfo 
tsmght  the  inhabifetnts  the  ttfe  of  marl  ad  a  manure,  fhe  im|>rovemefit 
of  the  country  houfes,  and  the  art  of  maldng  locks  and  keys  to  ftcwce 
tnem* 

©uni^ -fife  titoe  of  ftle  Qoi^^^  the  people  in  gen«al  -difco^ 

vered  no  affkHon  for  the  new  principles,  but  feetia  to  'haye  be^  attached 
io  ffie  fe  ot^eir  ancfentSoft^rSgM  fince  the  Mar^ufe  <^  IVfoirtrefe,  that 
^i^t^dlainpibrn  6£  Royalty,  had  no  febner  landed  on  tfcefe  Acres,  Aan 
ne  Wfily^effiiadefd  many  of  ^tfiieml:o  join  Tiis  ftandard,  and  mar  A  to  tfee 
li^-,  yh^ce  Ic^ircdy^ttirjr  of  tfieih  'ever  retuifteA 
^  '     iftJs^gfehis^elteftwa^  ^-^Eari^ef  Morton  tiftffe  AM* 

family,  refumed  the  poflefiion  of  the  earldom,  of  which  his^^^iiftc^^U&d 
}^^%  'tiijiffilly  aajf^  Aie  6me  ^i^inftated  in  m  ^  pri- 

ma^^  i^ptflienTiVe,  howfe^^,  thklhefe  iffends'nijglit  i^^ 
^Grb^  %y  the  ^cn^ral  aft  of 'reS^^tion,  4ife  exerted  -all  -his  ti!fe*^eft  %o 
^jkaih  a  tieW^gf aAt ;  and  was  -fofforniifiBfte  as'tb  fiicceed»4n  ^»euring  *We, 
in  the  form  of  a  mortgage;  not  in  his  own  name  indeed,  as  Ms  afilaifv 
%^  ii^HaSWcr,'^  in  &e  name^  df  flie  Lord  VHlxjunt  Omndifon,  in 
1662*       *Hft,  6b  ^;afp6fete-ftlpf^  fi«:'b«fc  tins  uidtiie 

ifettefer^g^t^Wei'e-etJnt^^  Advocate;  and,  in  to  aSion 

brought 

•  <tf)-6ftet  Seal  Reglftcr- 
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lirougltc  ait;his  inftance^  w^ve^  in  the  leg^  %^l^,  rtduccd^  or  declared  ju^ 
aad  vx»d,  hj  ^  decree  of  the  Supreme  Coyrt,  on^  groun(k  foreign  to  oi^ 
purpofe  io  mention ;  when  the  ifl^nds  y^fxe  qnce  more,  by  ad  of 
^Pailiaaient,  annexed  to  the  Cro^vv^n,  land,  ^t  (he  fa^e  ti;ne,  ereded  into  a 
iiewatry.^a)  1669* 

From  this  tifl^,  jfor  ilxe  rijpBce  of  mate  .^m  'ibirty  7^^^  :^.^y  ¥^ 
under  tlie  raan^gmxent  of  Adouiuilti^ctfi,  9Qd  m^^  S^^tpd  on  4eaie  tp 
•&rmeo,  geaenUy  £&[  a  term,  of  :fiye  years.  ^ , 

Among  tibefe,  as  jnigltt  he  fuppc^,  ,Mi^  ^ym^  fx>^  of  very  djjSer^ 
;Ghanida:s  }  and  this  drcuniftaqce  jwovld  c^rt^tily  ji^i^e^ce  ^  caQditi69 
of  the  people ;  iwho,  in  the  diflerent  cl^es  qf  jvyiiiiLi^h  ;tl)j^y  w^re  coinpo%^, 
i!feem,/£or  the  jnoft  part,  ilill  to.  have  ffu&ced  thi;i^4P^»  ^  hnp^^^^^ 
raf  every  kind  .weoe  n^t&sd.  oSind,  in.  a  g{i^t  jnea^ure,  to  the  int^reft 
xif  thofe.committad  to  ith^  ditf^ge,  and  ^esjiye  only  to  their  own  en^ 
dttment,  ther&fmep  exerted  tfaar  utm9&'J^Bbf$s^tO:^cq}J^  olb^ 

"by  means  die  moft  uniearnmtable.  The  :iA|iabUiifit;8,  confequent^y,  weiie 
uaha;^;  ajid  the  produce  of  the^IiUods  )fu^^  a. very  confidecabLe 
tdiminudon. 

Thomas  Syd(erf,  who- had  been  MQxop  of  Gallq^^y,  tpreYicmfly  to.th^       1662. 
commencement  of  the  CommiCHiwealth,  ,i/iaa  the  ofily  predate  ^ve  at  ^the 
cjleftoration ;  and  was,  fbon  tA&r  that  eyept,  prcsmoted  to  ;:t|ie  fee  of 
-Orkney*    The  fhort  fpace  of  one  year  put  an  end  to  his  life  and  his  dignity. 
To  him  fucceeded  Andrew*  Honyman,  wljuo  mm  a,  natiye:  of .  §t  Agd^wp,         *  j  ^ 
whcce  he  alio  Deceived  hia  education.    Tliis jcd{ie^l^}e;i9a|i,  grft  entei)^ 
into  the  derioal  office  as  minister  .of  iBartenciMgs,  .9^,  Punc)^;  ;W|s 
vafierwarda  appointed  one  lof  theimimftersjof  ihis  i^tiye  dty  J  frpFJ^hif^ 
ihe  was  tranflated  to.  tibe;  bUbopric;  jc^.Q^Cney/    The  hps^  v^^  ^bfi 
fcompoied  fhaw  !ev]dciidy(that  be  iros  i  d^ititHle,  of  ;)a|h^  ^f?ts  .nor 
erudition;  and,  winle he xofided in^^tl^j^incefe,  hi;  copd^a  ^  ^cle^jcfy 
ennced  that  he  was  4io-  ftran^.  to..pidty..aijd  Isofi^&m^    yiifixj^ 
rShaip,  Aichloihop  of/£t  Aiidcewsy  he  feems  toohatte  hac^^JQ,  hah 

(a)  Aft  13.  Pari.  a/Cb.  It" 


Digitized  by 


Google 


25&  HISTORY   OF  BooKiL 

intimacy ;  which,  inftead  of  turning  out  to  his  advantage,  proved  the 
means  of  impairing  his  health  and  fliortening  his  days ;  for,  as  he  was 
ftepping  into  that  ^gnitary's  coach,  he  received  a  ihon  in  Ms  sttm  with  a 
poifoned  bullet^  which  had  been  intended  for  the  ArcM)ifhop ;  and, 
though  he  furvived  the  dilafter,  he  never  recovered,  but  declined  gradually 
from  that  time.  To  the  no  fmall  regret  of  his  people,  he  died  a  few  years, 
afterwards,  and  vras  buried  in  the  cathedral  of  St  Magnus,  in  KiikwalL 

1677,  His  fuccefler  was  Murdoch  Mackenzie,  a  defcendant  of  the  Mao- 

kenzies  of  Gairloch,  an  ancient  Ix'ancb  of  die  Seafordi  £unily»  The 
early  days  of  this  refpeSable  man  were  fpent  in  the  wars  of  Guftavus 
Adolphus,  King  of  Sweden ;  in  which  his  talents  and  his  conduA  ac- 
quired him  much  celebrity.  As  foon  as  he  returned  home,  he  vras  firft 
appointed  minifter  of  Condn  in  Ro&fhire ;  from  thence  he  was  tranflated 
to  Invemefs,  and  afterwards  to  Elgin ;  and  Epifcopacy  had  no  fboner 
been  reftored  than  he  was*  exaltect  to  the  fee  of  Moray;  from  ivhich  he 
was,  fome  dme  afterwards,  tranflated  to  diat  of  Orkney.  His  exanplary 
piety,  meeknefs  of  spirit,  gentlenefs  of  manners,  prudence^  moderadoo^ 
benevolence,  and  charity,  procured  him  the  efleem  and  the  aSdOioDa  of 
'•  'fee  people  :wkhin  bis  charge.     Afrer  he  had  lived  to  the  very  advanced 

age  of  nearly  a  hunted  years,  in  die  entire  poiTeinc^  of  his  faculties 
and  of  his  virtues,  he  died,  generally  lamented,  in  Ae  V5ery  year  of  the 
Revolution,     Many  of  his  defcendants  lived  here  tiH  of  late,,  and  in- 

168«.  herited  a  large  fhare  of  his  rcfpedabiEty.  He  was  fecceeded  in  the  Epif- 
copal  office  by  Andrew  Bruce,  who  had  been  Archdeacon  of  St  Andrews,, 
and  Biihop  of  Dunkeld ;  of  whkfa  h&  office  he  had  been  deprived  by 
Ae  Court,  for  having  (fifcovered  an  averfioa  to  the  defign  which  they 
had  conceived  of  repealing^the  fciws  agamft  Pbpery.  After  the  deaAi  .of 
the  Bifhop  of  Orkney,  however,  the  arbitrary  monarch  that  then  fat  on 
the  throne  feems,  in  this  inftance,  to*  have  repented  c^  hi*  raflmefe ;  and , 
made  ibme  atonement  for  the  injuftice  that  he  had  done*  him,  by  raifing 
him  again  to  the  prektical  cfignhy^  The  chanjge  that  fiK)n  afterwards  took 
place,  prevented  his  coming  hither  to  take  poffeffion  of  liis  office,  for 
which  he  had  the  King's  conge^  ifeBre  and  recommendation  j  deprived 

him 
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him  and  the  reft  of  his  order  of  that  elevstfed  rank  and  fpiritual  fundion 
which  had  long  been  confidered  as  difcordant  with  the  genius  of  the  nation, 
and  eftabltihed  the  Prefbyteiian  fotm  of  church  government  on  the  mini 
of  that  of  prelacy. 

The  great  and  important  event  th^  in  time  operated  thefe  changes^ 
and  formed  the  bails  of  Britifh  liberty,  had,  for  a  confiderable  fpace,  no 
eSkGt  here  in  regard  to  religion.  In  the  central  and  interior  patts  of  the 
kingdom,  the  churches  required  firft  to  be  planted ;  and  the  paftors  were 
tiien  fo  few,  on  account  of  the  fudden  change  that  had  taken  places  and  1696; 
die  tumultuous  ftate  o£  ttungs  arifing  from  the  violence  of  parties,  that 
eight  years  elapfed  before  Pre(bytery  was  eftabliflied  m  die  place  of 
Epifcopacy. 

As  long  as  the  old  form  continued,  ^^teen  onlinary  officiating  dergy- 
tnen  were  ftationed  in  the  difierent  pfuiAtes  and  iflands ;  and  when  the 
new  one  was  fubftituted  in  ks  place,  the  fame  numb^  was  employed^ 
moft  of  whom  had,  as  they  ftiK  have,  two,  and  fome  of  them  time^ 
churdies  to  occu|)y,  often  <fivided  by  the  fea,  and  widely  diftant  from 
one  anotiier;  in  which,  not^t^hmding,  divme  fervice  is  performed 
with  becoming  regularity.  For  fome  time  after  the  change  took  place, 
£bey  were  all  united  into  one  Preftytay;  but  tiiey  Were  afterwardv 
divided  into  two;  and,  for  many  years  paft,  they  have  filmed  thretf 
Prefbyteries,  confifting  of  fix  minifters  each ;  the  whole  crnnpodng  a 
provincial  Synod;  and,  while  each  Prefbytery  meets  oco^onally,  tiie 
Synod  is  held  anmiaHy,  or  oftener,  in  Kirkwall.  In  tMs  town,  which  is  the 
capital,  civil  as  wdl  as  eccleHaitieal  affiurs  are  taken  cognizance  of,  in  the 
Commiflary,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  SftiaiflF  Courts,  and  in  that  of  the 
Admiral.  The  three  Ptefbyteries  choofo  each  three  members,  and  the 
burgh  one,  to  reprefent  tliem  in  the  Genend  Afiembly  of  the  <3iurch ;  the 
county  which  they  compofe  deds  one  knight  of  the  (hire ;  and  die 
burgh,  in  conjunction  witii  four  others,  makes  choice  of  a  burgeis ;  and 
tiiefe  two  Commiffioners  reprefent  the- inhabitants  at  lai^  in  the  Britifii 
Parliament. 
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1*707.  About  the   time  of  the   Union  of  the  kingdoms,   James   Earl    of 

Morton  repeatedly  ftaled  to  Parliament  the  hardfliips  which  his  fcunily 
had  fuffered  in  confequence  of  the  redudlion  of  the  grant  tq  his  prede- 
ceflbr ;  and,  while  he  complained  loudly  of  the  manner  in  which  th^ 
decree  of  miliity  had  beea  obtained,  he  made  exprefs  application  to  have 
the  grant  renewed.  To  carry  a  point  which  he  had  fo  much  at  heart,  and 
m  which  his  intereft  was  fo  much  concerned,  he  rq)refented  the  iflanda 
as  in  an  uncultirated  ftate,  though  ia  many  refpe<3s  highly  improveable  ;^ 
and  declared  his  intention,  provided  his  requeft  was  granted,  |o  apply, 
himfelf  inftantly  to  their  improvement,  by  draining  lakes  and  marfheSy. 
cultivating  wafte  landis,  dividing  commons,  and  promoting  different  kinds^, 
of  fifheries. 

By  this  reprefentation,  he  obtained  a  new  grant  of  the  iflands,  from> 
Parliament  (iVibje^  to  an  annual  feu-duty  of  five  himdred  pounds)  ta 
|iimfelf  and:  hts  hi^rs,  in  the  old  form  of  a  mor^^g^  redeemable  to  the. 
Crown  on  the  payment  of  thirty  thoiifimd  pounds  Sterii^ 

Ths»  mode  of  holding  them,,  however,  did  not  continue  long ;  for„ 

'ia  the  fpace  df  Httle  more  thirty  years,  die  grant  was. not  only  confirmed 

by  an  a&  of  the  Le^diture^  but  rendered  abfolute  and  irredeemable ;  oa 

1742.      which  a  charter  under  the  Great  Seal  was  iffuedi  ia,  hia  fitvour,  of  the, 

whole  earldom  of  Orkney  and- locdihip  of  Shetland. 

The  Earl^of  Morton*  having  thus  got  entire  poffefiion  of  what-  his- 
£aiuly  had  long  aimed  at,  advanced  fHll  farther ;  and  was  fo  fortunate  as. 
to  obtain,  in  addition,  ^  temporary  leafe  of  the  rents  of  the  loihopiic,  and 
a  donaticm  of  the  rights  of  Admiralty,  which^  in  thefie  ides,  had  always 
been  confidered  as  diftind  from  thofe  of  the  Admiralty  of  Scotland.  The 
sevemie  refulting  from  all  thefe  foarces  was  very  eonfiderable,  being  up* 
wards  of  three  thoufand  pounds  Sterling,  independendy  of  all  the  advan- 
tages that  arofe  &om  the  heritable  juri£li(3:ioois.  To  give  iome  ground 
for  eftimating  thefe  advantages,  it  may  b^  obferved,  that  when  the  ad  in 
the  reign  of  lus  Majefty  George  the  Second  aboliihed  thefe  jurifdidions 
in  the  north,  the  Ead  received  feven  thouiand  two  hundred  pounds 

Sterling, 
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Sterling,  as  a  remuneration  for  the  benefits  of  which  that  afl:  had  deprived 
him.  (^)  .  ' 

The  proprietors  of  land,  trufting  to  the  promifes  that  had  been  made 
in  his  applications  to  Parliament,  now  fondly  expefted  that  they  would  be 
fulfilled ;  the  people  rejoiced  in  the  profpedl  of  employment ;  and  the 
whole  inhabitants  were  elated  with  the  thoughts  of  having  fuch  a'noble-^ 
man  at  their  head,  who  had  a  permanent  intereft  in  the  place,  that  would 
probably  induce  him  to  make  fuch  improvements  as  would  both  meliorate 
their  condition,  and  enhance  the  v^Iue  of  the  Ifknds.  Their  expectations', 
however,  werei  difapjpointed ;  few,  inftead  of  the  alterations,  which  they 
had  good  r^fon  td  expe€l,  the  old  fyftem  vsras;  retained,  and  the  rente, 
feu-duties,  &c.'  were  exacted  in  the  fahie  way^  and  with  tte  fame  rigour 
as  formerly.  Much  indignation  was  roufed  agiinft  him'  on  that  accounts 
and  complaints  were  made  againft  the  condu£t  of  their  new  mafter ;  who, 
they  alleged,  had  not  only  difappointed  their  hopes,  but  increafed  their 
burdens,  and  had  taken  care  to  fix  high  fiars  {5)  for  the  arrears  of  their 
fervices  and  rent  in  kind.  Though  fome  of  thefe  complaints  might  have 
been  well  founded,  the  ground  of  others  is  not  fo  obvious ;  and,  certainly, 
Several  accufations  were,  from  time  to  time,  brought  againft  him,  for  things 
of  which  he  appears  to  have  been  perfe<fily  innocent 

The  Earl,  notwithftanding  the  excellence  of  his  eftate,  found  much 
incoixvenience  in  holding  it ;  as  every  man  muft  do,  whofe  revenue  arife$ 
from  feu-duties.  The  vaflals  of  a  fubjedl-fuperior  ever  have  been,  and  ever 
will  be,  the  prey  of  difcontent  Blind  to  their  own  circumftances,  they 
feem  to  forget  that  they  inherited  or  purchafed  their  lands  under  that 
tenure,  and  that  the  defcendant  or  fucceffor  of  thofe  that  feued  them  has 
the  fame  right  to  his  feu-duties  in  kind,  or  the  value  of  them,  that  they  can 
produce  to  their  property.  Hence,  the  conftant  murmurs  that  prevail  oa 
account  of  the  reftridion  they  are  under,  in  difpofing  of  the  produce  of 

Kk  2  their 


{a)  Statute,  aoth  George  11. 

(3)  In  Scotland,  the  Sheriff  of  each  county,  after  having  received  from  the  fanners  an 
account  of  the  quantity  and  price  of  the  grain  which  they  have  fold  during  the  year,  fixes 
the  average  price  (which  is  called  thenars)  according  to  which  all  rent  in  grain  is  paid« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


UQ  HISTORY  OF  BooKiL 

aMX  bod ;  their  rdudance  in  complyii^  with  almc^  every  fervice,  and 
even  the  attempts  that  are  fometimes  made,  on  fiivolous  pretences,  to 
withh^  attpgether  the  juft  rights  oE  the  fupeiiw.  Here  die  vaflals  are 
nvmerous,  and,  firom  die  extent  <^  their  feus,  didr  talents,  and  their 
«diicadon|  very  powerful ;  and,  from  the  natural  influence  whidi  thefe 
meoi  of  prc^perty  had  acquired  among  the  ''people,  ever  ready  to  adopt 
tlu^  paflions  and  imbibe  thdr  prejudices,  the  comfJaints  agiunft  the  Earl 
•nd  his  agents  at  laft  became  genend.  Moisted  with  theie,  without  end } 
^ppofed  in  every  meafure,  and  embroiled  in  quarrds  and  lawfuite  that 
were  ttouUefcmie  and  expenfive,  the  Earl  grew  weary  of  an  eflate  firora 
which  he  reaped  litde  perlbnal  or  political  advantage;  and  therefore 
difpo(ed>  for  a  valuable  confideraticm,  of  every  rig^t  that  he  had  in  theie 
a7€6.  Iflandsi  to  the  £idter  of  the  R^^  Honourable  Lord  Duodas,  vdio  is  now 
ippoflefliQii. 
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BOOK     III. 


THE    PRESENT     STATE     OV    THESE    ISLANDS,    THEIR    FAVOURABLE 
SITUATION     AND     CIRCUMSTANCES,     AND     THE     ADVANTAGES: 
THAT    MIGHT    BE    DERIVED   FROM    THEM. 

CHAP.    I. 

THKlli  KATt^KAL   HISTORT^ 

Did  the  plan  which  we  have  adopted,  or  the  limits  prefctibed  tb  this 
Wodt,  permit,  theni  ^aoid  be  no  grett  diffienkj'  in  ^ting  a  M  and 
tfon^kfe  account  of  &6  vaiiocrt  prodkidlon#  dial  are  here  to  be  found  in 
€i6  ^tnal,  veg^tabt^  atnd  niin«ral  kiiigdomt»  This,  htm^erei^,  w6uldbe  in^ 
a  great  meafure  an  unnece&tfy  udk ;  as  it  coold  neidier  at^tedit  the 
ih)dL  of  natut^  fcnowledg^  nor  amufe  the  otdiiiarf  reader. 

If  thof^thitate^beftacquainfed  with  this  ftabjed,  as  treated  in  the 
works  of  di^  moft  celebrated  modern.  wnleM^  (9)  weie  to  examine  die 
natural  hiftoiy  c^  th^  iilasi(&,  th6y  would  fixw  ha^  redbn  to  condmk, 
diat  ficde  new  was  6>  be  eatpeOed:  from  thii  country.  A  moifient's 
'ffeSe^on  maif  convince  m,  that  this  is  no  more  than  what  mi^  have 
been  natmally  expeded  from  the  fito^on  of  diefe  Elands,  which  are,  6a 
die  one  hand,  at  no  ^at  diftance  from  SdatAdinavia,  aiod^  on  the  odier, 
idmoft'condguous  to  Great  Britain;  A  few  nlochdefcripte,  indbedy  mi^,. 
a^  a  hdkirious  refeaf<^  peifhaps  be  difcovered;  but  the  bteefiiii  dut 
nvoi^  fe^  frttoot  ftld^&d&koveiry,  wouhl  not,  it  is^  tkrefumed^  by  an^r 

(f )  Peniiaoty  JLiiuiacui,  lightfoot,  Kirwao. 
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»eans  compenfate  for  the  time  and  the  labour.  Leavbg,  therefore,  fuch 
-difcoveries  to  thofe  who  have  more  tune  and  inclination  fw  thefe  re- 
Searches,  we  ihall  confine  our  attention  to  the  moft  common  and  moft 
^whiaUe  produdions  of  nature. 


Section  L 
MINERALOGY. 


The  moft  obvious  flrata,  and  the  metallic. y^ins  that,  in  fome  inftances, 
^ave  been  found  to  interfedt  or  traverfe  thefe  Iflands,  will  claim  our  notice 
in  this  Section. 

With  T^ard  to  both  thefe  particulars,  bot  -efp^i^y,  the  foimer^  Ae 
Iflands,  in  general,  (tifcover  no  imall  degree  of  f^nilarky^  ^nd,  ^.  i^  ^ 
*obfervation  has  hidierto  reached,  feem.  to  Qorttmft  nothing  th^t^'  m- ^  V^ 
neralo^cal  point  of  light,  is  vay  intecefting.  .  .  •, 

Such  of  them  as  are  fituated  to  the  north  of  the  Maii^d^  and,  fircHia 
that  circomftance,  are  dencaxiinated  thfe  Ndrth  Ifles^  hav?  th^ir  ftrata^  for 
the  moft  part,:c€H^ifti];ig  of  fandftone,  fandilQn^^fiag,  fqhi^f  i^j,'  2^d 
limeftone  J  In  fome  tnftances^  Wf  bafalt^'and,  in  fotoe,,  of,  l^eoci*  ^ 

The  fandftone,  'vi^ich  tfarou^  the  whote  ©C  tfeem  i^^  v^rjr  plentiful^  is 
in  fome  places  red,; in  others  grey^  or  <tf  jt  dirtyj^^hite ;  ^d,  apcorcj^ig  to 
the  proportion  of  the  original  earths  that,  it  c^qtaims,  it  ^ometia^es  ^ 
proaches  the  ai^giUacpdus  and  fometimes  the  flUclpup  gffiu?.  ^  0  Tfa^  lime^ 
ftphe  and  bafidt  are  generatij  covered  with  3&mdftone  j  find  £c>  Bttle,i|ictallic 
ore  does  this  part  xrfi the  group  feem  to  co]tuip,^d)atjhe  q^y  veinsrv^hich 
iiave  yet  been.difcoJioercid,^  ace  two  of  lead*  ^  on^  q)&  ^/ftorth^aft/ai?^ 
jdie  other  on  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Shapinfhay. 

"^— -- — *^i-_  ,  j-«  Thofe 
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Thefe  iflands  that  lye  on  the  oppofite  quarter  of  the' Mainland,  and 
»e  hence  called  the  South  Iflee,  though  very  different  in  their  external 
appearance,'  contain  almofl:  the  fame  fbata«  They  abound  in  fandftone 
of  different  forts ;.  ind,  with  fandftone  flags^  they  contain  much-  fchiftofe 
clay,  but  haVe  little  or  no  bafalt^  and  nearly  as  littk  limeftone,  unlefs  in 
t]b6.  ihape  of  calcareous  fpar,  in  a  few  inftances :  it  is  found  in  one  inftance 
embedded  in  a  rock  of  wacken,  in  the  ifland  of  Waas,  at  a  litde  diftance 
from,  the  houfe  of  Melfetter.  In  Hoy,  which j  with  WaaS|  makes  only- 
one  iflapd,^  and  which  ia  by  far  the  moft  elevated  land  in  the  country, 
feme  attempts  have  been  made  to  difcover  iron  ore  under  the  landftonej, 
which  it  there,  as,  in  many  other  places,  the  npper  ftratum  ;  and  thofe 
who  m^de  Aem  had* no  reafon  to  repent  their  exertions,  fmce  they  found- 
hsematitical  iron  ore  t|iat  was  tolerably  rieh^  and.alfo  in  conftderable  quan- 
tity. Similar  attempts  have  been  made,  ia  two  or  three  different  places  in. 
South  Roiia}dfl)ay  (6  find  galena,  or  lead  ore^^  u»der  the  fame  fort  of  fand- 
ftone i^tutn^  but  ^th  a  fuccefs  that  was  much  lefs  flattering.  Burray,  which, 
ia.feparaited  from  the  iHax^.lsA  mentioqed^by  a  found  of  onJiy  a  mile  t^^oad^ 
contains^  in^general^  alfo  ^e  fam^  kind  ef  fkndflon^  as  its  upper^rfbratum ; 
an4  thisfandllQne,  in  fonle  inftances,  is  found  to  alternate  with  fchiftofe 
oUy  of  a,  dark  or  black. colour,  fjjequently  interfpcrfed  with  bitumen,  and 
veins  of  calcareous  fpar.  Thefe  ftrata,  and  alternations  and  mixtures^ 
havef  been  thought  to  he  fuch  evident  indications  of  pit-coal,  as  to  war- 
rant  an  attempt  to  difcover  it.  If  it  were  found  at  a  moderate  expence,- 
and  in  confiderable  quantity,  it  would  be  a  fignal,  bebenefit,  not.only  ta. 
this,  but  .to,  the  other  nwthem  counties. 

The  Mainland,^  notwithftanding  its- extent,  and  great  •  variety^  of  fur- 
face,  is  fevcely  morij  intcarefting  than  the  other  iflands  in  point  of  mineral 
produ^ons..  Along  both  itjB  northand  foyth  fides,  as.well  as  in  its  internal 
parts,  to  its  eaftern  bouivlary,  and  indeed  through  its.  whole  extent,  ex-r 
Gept*toward$  its  weftem  extremity^  the  fljata  that  are  obferved  are,  {and- 
ftone,  fandftone  flag,  fchiftofe  clay,  and,  in  fome  peaces,  bafalt  and  lime- 
ftone. The, ftrata  are,  in  general,  either  horizontal,  or  form  a  very  acute. 
sipg^Qi  witk.the„horizon.     They  are. of  various  breadths,  in  different  places, , 
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and^  £>r  the  moft  part,  the  iaAdftooe  i^id  fidyftofe  cLiy  $xe  finueid  to  alta> 
lute  with  each  odier.  tn  many-  pbcM,  die  landftoae  haa  a  nd  colour^ 
probaUy  from  the  quantity  of  iron  it  contains  ;  in  others  it  U  grey,  or 
i^hitifh^  and  has  commonly  an  argillaceous  cement,  but  often  in  finatt 
quantity ;  and  the  moft  common  form  in  which  it  is  found,  ia  £mdftone 
£ag,  that  Is  very  frequently  quarried  fen:  building  and  roofing  houfea. 
Towards  the  weft  (hcnre,  near  the  houfe  of  Skaitl,  in  the  parifii  <£  Sand- 
wick,  that  flag  approaches  the  filicious  genus,  and  is  confequ^fitly  fo  hard, 
iJiat  it  is  cut  into  millftones,  with  which  moft  of  die  grain  in  the  country 
is  ground. 

Silicious  fandftone,  of  the  iame  kind,  or  at  leaft  of  a  nature  very  fi- 
tidlar,  is  to  be  found  among  the  fc^  £mdftone  ftrata,  near  the  bay  o£ 
iScapa,  which  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe  mi^it,  vnth  equal  fuccefs, 
be  applied  to  the  £une  beneficial  purpofe. 

Several  mafles  of  iron  pyrites,  fometimes  globular,  and  fometimes 
amorphous,  are  in  fome  inftances  difperfed  through  it,  as  lAay  be  feen 
in  thofe  rocks  that  bound  the  coaft,  and  ffaetch  from  that  bay^  in 
a  weftem  direction,  along  the  fouth  fide  dF  ^  ifluid  In  this  fame 
traft  on  this  fhore,  indications  of  galena  have  been  obferved,  mm!  tbcfe 
Itoo  of  fuch  a  fktterihg  nature,  as  to  induce  fome  to  fearch  for  lead ;  but 
their  labours  have  hitherto  been  fruitlefs. 

At  a  place  named  Yafnaby,  on  the  wdl  border  of  the  ifland,  veins  of 
barytes  are  feen  traverfmg  the  fandftone,  and,  in  feveral  places,  calcareous- 
ipar,  iron  pyrites,  and  galena,  are  interfperfed  with  it  The  fchiftefe 
clay  is,  in  fome  inftances,  entirely  decompofed;  and^  in  many  others,  it 
retains  its  cbarader  fo  completely,  as  to  be  quarried  to  a  very  confiderable 
extent,  for  the  purpofe  of  covering  houfes*  The  black  craig  at  Strom* 
nefs,  and  an  eminence  at  the  head  of  the  bay  of  Frith,  fumifh  flatea 
fermed  of  it  m  great  numbers,  which,  however  well  they  may  ferve  the 
|mrpofe  of  roofing,  in  ordinary  cafes,  are  much  inferior,  in  point  of 
beauty  and  duration,  to  thofe  of  Ardefia,  that  are  raifed  in  fuch  quanti- 
fies, for  the  lame  purpofe,  at  Eafdale^  in  the  Weftem  Iflands, 

Near 
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Near  the  manfe  of  Stromnefs,  which  is  about  a  mile  to  the  weftward 
of  the  town,  there  may  be  feen,  embedded  in  a  rock  confiding  of  fchif- 
tofe  clay,  Lydian  ftone,  which  it  contains  in  its  cavities  filled  with  bitu- 
men J  and,  on  the  adjacent  fhore,  in  a  rock  intermediate  between  fchiftofe 
and  indurated  clay,,  manjr  pieces  of  galena^ 

Struck  with  the  flattering  appearance  of  thefe,  men  of  Ikill  in  miner- 
al(jgy  were  induced  to  infpedl  the  place  with  accuracy;  and  as  they 
judged  it  probable  that  lead  might  be  foimd  there  in  abundance,  a  com- 
pany of  miners  were  employed,  who  wrought  for  fome  time,  but  were 
at  length  compelled  to  defift,  being  convinced  that  all  the  metal  which 
they  could  procure,  would  not  be  adequate  to  the  expence  of  the  la- 
boiir.  " 

A  few  miles  to  the  north,  and  near  the  above  mentioned  Yafnaby,  a 
large  ftratum  of  black-coloured  limeftone  is  found,  which  alternates  with 
a  rock,  intermediate  between  fchiftofe  flag  and  fchiftofe  clay,  and  contains 
in  it  large  cryflals  of  hornblende,  and,  in  fome  inftances,  fmall  cavities 
filled  with  bitumen. 

Still  farther  northwards,'  in  the  lame  diredion,  and  in  the  parifh  of 
Birfay,  at  Buckquoy  and  Swanay,  marble  and  alabafter  have  been  found ; 
and  the  water  of  die  loch  of  Swanay  has  frequently  on  its  furface  fuch  a 
thick  fcum  of  a   copper  colour,  that  fome  have  thought,  not  withour 
reafon,  tliat  copper,^  on^a  diligent  fearch,  might  be  found;  either  within' 
it,  or  in  its  vicinity,  {a) 

Such  are  the  ftrata  that  compofe  the  furface  of  the  Mainland ;  fuch 
are  the  veins  and  rocks,  and  minerals  that  it  contains  through  its  whole 
range,  except  in  ^n  extent  of  a  few  miles  that  environs  the  town  of  Strom- 
nefs.  This  tra£k,  on  tfie  moft  fuperficial  infpedion,  exhibits.  foflfUs  of  a 
very  different  nature ;  for,  inftead  of  fandftone,  fandftone  flag^  fchiftofe; 
clay,  limeftone,  bafalt,  and  breccia,  which  we  meet  witK  fo  ofi:en  in  other- 
places,  here  we  find  granite,  that  appears  to  occupy  the  central  part ;  andJ 

LI  this. 


{a)  Wallace's  Defcription  o£  the.  Orkney  IflanBs,  London. edition.. 
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tills  granite  is  covered  %hh  gneife,  micaceous  fchiftus,  and  hornblende 
rock  i  all  of  which  are  confidered  as  primary  ftrata.  {b) 

Whether  any  fiich  exrft  in  the  reft  of  die  iflands,  even  in  a  fmall  de- 
gree^ or  in  the  co-der  they  are  fo^nd  in  that  diftrid,  is  a  matta:  of  uncer- 
tainty ;  but,  fo  far  as  obfervation  has  yet  eictended,  they  feem  to  be  con- 
fined to  it  exclttfively. 

It  is  uonecdfary  to  delcribe  the  different  ibils  which  cover  thefe  ftra-^ 
ta,  as  we  have  already  enlarged  on  their  natune  and  qualides,  and  ofiered 
fome  hints  for  their  improvement 


Section  IL 


BOTANY. 


For  the  fake  of  brevity,  it  is  propoied  not  to  trace  every  plant  to  the 
dafs  and  order  to  which  it  belongs,  biM  to  content  ourfelves  with  dating 
the  place  of  its  abode,  its  Englifh  name^  and  the  generic  and  fpecific  ap- 
pellation which  it  bears  in  the  Syjiema  Vegetabilium  of  Linnseus. 


GENERIC  NAMES,  &c. 
HlPKJRlS. 

Callitkiche. 
Sp.  1.  Vema. 
%  AtttumnaKs. 


ENGLISH  NAMES. 

Mareftail. 

Starwort,  chickweed 


HABITATIONS. 

A  pool  by  aaiftron. 
In  fi'eih  waters. 


[b)  In  compofing  this  Seaion,  I  acknowledge  myfelf  much  indebted  to  the  ingcniout 
author  of  the  Mineralogy  of  the  Shetland  and  Orkney  Iflands,  whofe  fadls  and  obfcnra- 
lions,  in  regard  to  this  fubjeft,  1  have  taken  the  liberty  to  adopt  on  fevcral  occafions. 
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GENUUC  NAMES;  &c.  lENGUSH  NAMES.  HAUTATKfSSk 


Veronica. 
Sp.  1.  Spicata* 

-3.  Bccabunga. 
4.  Scutdlata. 

6.  Agrejlis. 

7.  Hederifolia^ 

PiNGUICULA. 

Sp.  1*  Vulgaris^ 
2.  Alpina^ 
Anthoxanthum* 

Sp.  L  Oderatum^ 
Valeriana. 

Sp.  1..  Officinalis^ 
Iris. 

SciRPUS^ 

Sp.  1.  Pdupis. 

2.  Cejpitofus. 

3.  Acicularis^ 

4.  Setaceus. 
Eriophor.um^ 

Sp.  1.  Pd^achion. 
2.  Vaginatunu 
Nardus. 

Sp.  1.  Striaa^ 
Panicum,. 

Sp.  1.  Cnu^gdm. 
Phl^vh. 

Sqp.  U  PraUnfc^ 
Alopecurus. 

Sp.  1.  Pratcnjis^ 


SpeedwelL 


Butterwort,  whiterot 

Vernal  or  ipring,  grafL 

Wild  valeriaiw 

Yellow  water-flag^ 
QubniOi. 


Cotton  gntfft. 

Mat  grafs. 
Loofe  panic  j^oiL 
Meadow  catgrtiiL 
Meadow  fostsdl-grafst^ 
LLa 


Almoft  everpvfaeK^ 


HiflsafWaagaiidHoj. 
Wety  Himy  places. 

Ill  ineaidow8k. 

Hoy^  Roiflmre,  && 

MarihttMidw^groun^ 
Moift  or  wet  i 


Li  meadows^  wfltgEDoad*. 

Barren  ground  «et^  or 

dry*.       ... 
Culdvated  fieUoL 

Meadowe^  paftures.. 
Meadsiivi#«^ 
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Dactylis. 

Sp.  1.  Glomeratus^ 
Agrostis. 

Sp.  1.  Spica^ventu 
a  Capillarts. 
Air  A. 

Sp.  1.  Aquatka. 

2.  Cefpitofa. 

3.  Flexuofa. 

4w  CaryopbyUa. 
Briza. 

Sp.  1«  Media. 
PoA. 

Sp.  1.  FrateHftu 

2.  Annua. 

3.  LoHacea. 
Fbstuca*  /  13  .; 

Sp.  1.  Ovina. 

2.  Vivipara. 

3.  Rubra. 

4.  Fluitans* 
'Atena. 

Sp.  1.  JF^i^^ 
2.  Flavefcens. 
LOLIUM*         . 

Sp.  1.  Perenm. 
ElymxfV.      ' 
Triticum. 

Sp*  iSRtpinSi  > 
Cynosurus. 

^^.  i::€fi/iiitui4    ^^■ 


HISTOflY    OF 

/ 
ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Book  IU. 

HABITATIONS. 


Rough  cocks-foot  grafs.     Meadows. 


Silky  bent  grafs. 


Hair-grafs. 


Everywhere. 


Com  fields. 


Qualdng  grafs.  Ladies 

hair.  Paftures. 

Great  meadow  grafs.         Meadows,  pdffkn. 


Sheeps  fefcue  grafs.  Failure  ground* 


Bearded  c^-  wild  goatd.       Aniong  cortir 


I)amel. 


Among  cotru 


Lym6-grafs.  In  fandy  links. 
Wheat,     dogs,     quick, 

coilch  grafs'.  In  cultivated  fields. 

Crefted  dogs-t^  grafs.  In  dry  pafture  ground* 


J   \ 
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MONTIA. 

Sp.  1.  Fontana. 
scabiosa. 
Plantago. 
sp.  1.  Major • 

2.  Media. 

3.  Lanceolata* 

4.  Loeflingiu 

5.  Maritima. 

6.  Coronopus. 

7.  Montana. 

8.  XJnifiota. 
Gallium. 

•  Sp.  1.  Verutn. 

^.  Montanum. 

3.  UHginofunt. 

4.  Palujlre. 

5.  Boreale. 

6.  Aparine. 
Alchemilla. 

Sp.  1.  Vulgaris. 
JPOTAMOGETON. 

Sp.  1.  Natans.  • 

2.  Perfoliatum. 

3.  Luceni. 

4.  Comprejfum* 

5.  Gramineum. 

6.  PeElinatnm. 

7.  Pufillum. 
Sagina.  ' 

Sp.  1.  Procumbens. 


Water  chickweed. 


DevU's  bit 
Plantain. 


Fountains  or  (jprings. 

Meadows,  paftures. 
Roads  or  highways. 


Ladies  bed-ftraw,  goofe* 

grafs.  Meadows. 


Ladies  mantle. 


Pond  weed. 


Banks  of  rivulet*. 


Lakes,  poolsjwet  groimd 


Pearlwort,    br^akftdne- 

chickweed.  Houfes,  walls. 
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HISTORY   OP 

Book  in. 

GENIRIC  NAMES,  &c. 

ENOTiSH  NAMES. 

HABITATIONS. 

Cynoglossusc 

Hounds  tongtie. 

Almoft  everywhere. 

Sp.  1.  Officinale. 

Lycopsis. 

Small  wild  bi^ois. 

Among  com. 

Sp.  1.  Arvtnfis. 

Primula. 

Q)mmon  primrofe. 

Banks  of  rivulets. 

Sp.  1.  Vulgaris, 

2.  Farinofa, 

Menyanthes. 

Marfh  trefoil,  buckbean. 

Watery  ground. 

Sp.  1.  Trifoliata. 

LONICERA. 

Honeyfuckle,  woodbine. 

banks  of  rivulets  in  Hoy. 

Sp.  1.  Periclymenum. 

RiBES. 

Currants. 

Berrydale  in  Hoy. 

^  1.  Rubrum, 

Hedera. 

Ivy. 

Banks  of  rivukts  in  Hoy*. 

Sp.  1.  Helix. 

Glaux. 

Seamilkwort)  black  ialt- 

Meeting  of  £dt  and  fireih 

Sp.  1.  Marithna 

wort 

water,  as  at  the  bridge 
of  Weath. 

Gentiana. 

Dwarf  gentian. 

Dry  hilly  paflure  ground. 

Sp.  L  Cam^eflrit. 

Beta. 

Sea  beet. 

Commonly  oa  the  fea 

Spi.  L  Vu^gMriu, 

fhores. 

Hyixrocotyle. 

Marih  pennywort 

Marfhy  places.. 

Sp.  1.  Vulgaris, 

Angelica. 

Wild  angelica. 

The  banks  of  rivulets. 

Sp.  1.  Sylvejlris, 

CiCUTA. 

Long-leaved  water  hem- 

lock. 

Paffwu 

SCAMDIX. 

Shepherds  needle,  rams- 

Sp.  1.  PeSen. 

comb. 

Among  com. 

Alsine. 

Common  duckweed 

Almoft  everywhere. 

Sp.  1.  Media. 
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GENERIC  NAMES,  &c. 

Statice. 
Sp.  1.  Armtria. 

LiKUM. 

Sp.  1.  Catbartlcuntn 
Drosera. 
Sp.  1.  Rotundifolia. 

2.  LongifoFuu 

NARTilEClUM. 

Sp.  1.  OJ^ragum. 

JUNCUS. 

Sp.  1.  Conglomeratns. 

S.  FiBfarmii. 

4.  Squarrofus. 

5.  JirHculatm. 

6.  I'riforms. 

7.  Campefiris^ 

8.  Syhijhis. 

RUMEX. 

Spw  1.  Acutus. 
.    ±  Cri/pus. 

3.  Ohtuftfolius. 

4.  Maritimuf. 

5.  Digynus. 
&  Acetofa. 
7.  Acetofclla. 

Epilobium. 
Sp.  1.  JSrfiaum. 

2.  Ramofunu 

3.  Montanum. 

4.  -P%?r^. 


ENGLISH  NAMES. 


•    HABTTATIOMS. 


Thnit^  fea  gilllflower.       On  the  fea^hanss. 


Purging  flax. 
Sundew,  RofafoUs. 


Baflard  afphodel. 
Rufb. 


Dodi  aad  ibatk 


WillowJwd). 


In  dry  grounds. 
In  the  fens  of  Hoy. 


In  peatmoflett. 

Fenny  gromd,  wet  pla- 
ces, oa  the  banks, 
and  in  the  rivulets  of 
Hoy,  and  £kch  lifaft 
places. 


MofUy  on  mA  gtoood^ 
in  the£ffims  of  locki, 
and  9li&^  in  dry  iandy 
fidds  iboMtimes. 


Meadows  aad  wet  pl^ 
ces,  and  femelioiM 
ontfaebadaofrivv- 
lets. 
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GENERIC  NAMES,  &c.* 

Vaccinium.  . 

Sp.  !•  Myrtillus. 
Erica. 

Sp.  !•  Vulgaris. 

2,  Cinerea. 

3.  Tetralix. 
Polygonum. 

Sp.  1.  Ampbibium. 

2.  Aviculare. 

3.  Ccmvolvolus. 

4.  Ifydrofifer.. 
PY/ROLA. 

£^  1.  RottmdifoUa. 
Arbutus. 
Sp.  1.  Uva  urji. 

2.  Mpina. 
Chrysoplenium. 

Sp.  1.  OppofitifoUum. 

SkXIFRAQA;   . 
Sp,.  1.  Amiides.: 
^  \  2.  AutumnaUs^ 

3.  Ce^ofa. 

CUCUBALUS. 

Sp.  !•  Beben. 

SiLENE. 

Sp.  1.  Nutans. 
Stellaria. 
ArbKaria. 

1^.  1.  Pepd(Hdej. 

2.  Serpyllifolia. 

3.  Saxatilis. 


HISTORY   OF 

ENGLISH  NAMES. 

Wortle,  bilberries^  blea- 

berries* 
Heath, 


Arfemart,  knot-grafs. 


BooKliL 

habitations. 

Hills  among  heath. 
Hills   and   uncultivated 
places^ 


Loch  of  Skeal,  among 
com,  and  on  the 
banks  of  rills. 


Common  winter  greea^    Among  the   fhrubs  at 

Berrydale  in  Hoy. 

On  the  fides  and  topa 
of  the  hifla  of  Hoy. 

In  a  rivulet  in  Hoy,  and 
in  fome.vret  places. 

Wet  places, '  among  the 
rocks  and  hills  of  JHoy.. 


Mountain     ftrawberry- 
tree. 

Golden  Saxifrage. 

Yellow  mountain  fone*^ 
green. 


Berry-bearing  chickweed.    In  the  clefts  of  many 

rocks. 
Nottingham  catch-fly.        In  a  meaiJow  of  Bina^ 

fkart. 
Sandwort,  ftit(^\vort      '  Shady  wet  places. 
Sea  chickweed.  Sea  fhore,  on  fandy  pla^ 

ces. 
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Lychkis. 
Sp.  1.  Fhs'Cuculu 
%  Dioica. 

CCAAflTIlfM. 

Sp.  1.  Vnl^tim^ 
%  Arvenfe. 

4.  Aquaticum. 
Spergula. 
Sp.  L  Arvta^. 

SORBUS. 

Sp.  1.  Domestic  a. 
%  Aucuparia. 
Spirea. 

Sp.  1.  Vlmaria. 
Euphorbia. 

Spir  1.  SegaaHs. 

2.  Holiofc^pim^ 

Sp.  1.  Spinojtjfmut^ 
9L  AUtva^M 

3.  Cmaa. 

RUBDS. 

Sp.  1.  Saocaiiik. 
Fragaria. 

Sp.  1.  Ve/ca. 
PoTEinriLLA^ 

Sp.  1.  Anferina, 

2.  Argcntea. 

3.  Reptans. 


ENGLISH  NAMES. 


HABITATIONEL 


Meadow  pink  cuckoo- 
flower. Meadows      and      wet 

ground. 
Moufe-eared  chickweed.     On  meadows^  walls,  attd 

on  the  hills  of  Hoy. 


Com  and  knotted  fpur- 

iService-tree,    mountain 
afh. 

Meadow  fweet 

Wartwort,  fun  or  com 
fpurgjB^ 

The  rofcb 


In  a  marfh  between  Ya£k- 
nabie  and  Kubufler. 

In  Hoy^  and  in  fome 

other  places. 
By  the  (idei  erf*  iiBb,  and 

in  w6t  places. 

In  cuMrated  fields^ 
In  moift  places* 


Stone  bramble. 
Strawberry. 


Berrydak  «A  Hoy^ 


Hais,  aftd  Mk  the  rifls 
intfaieiiaii&of  Frith. 
Sifararifre6d»'»iUftftii^#    Roads  and  meadows^  ^ 


M  m 
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GENERIC  NAMES,  &c. 

H  I  —    I  I       ■  11        I  ■       I    I        I  I  I      I       !■ 

TORMENTILLA. 

Sp,  1.  Eve£la, 
Oeum. 
Sp,  !•  Rtvale. 

COMARUM. 

Sp.  1.  Palujin. 
Papaver, 

Sp,  !•  Rboeas. 
2.  Dubium. 
Ranunculus. 

Sp.  1.  Ungua. 

2.  Flammuhu 

3.  R.tpens% 

4.  Bulbo/ks. 

5.  Acris.  ^ 

6.  Arvenjis. 

7.  Aquatilis. 
«.  Ficaria. 

Var.  Vema. 
Caltha* 

Sp.  1.  Palujiris. 
Thalictrum. 
Sp.  1.  Minus. 
2..  Al^nuMx   : 
Mentha. 
Sp*  1.  Arvenjis. 

2.  Aquatica*     * 
Lamium*  • 

Sp.  1.  Album. 
2.  Rubrum. 
Sk  AmplexicauU% 


HISTORY   OF 

ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Book  IIL 

HABITATIONS. 


Tofmentil,  fept-foiL  Uncultivated  ground. 


Water  avens. 
Marfh  cinquefoil. 
Poppy. 

Spearwort,  crowfoot* 


LefTer  celandine^ 
Marfh  marygokL 
Meadow-rue* 

Mmt 

Dead-netde^  archangel 


On  the  banks  of  fome 
of  the  rivulets  in  Hoy. 
Meadows^  pqlfim. 

Among  com4ieIds% 


Wet  meadowy  ditches^ 
and  paftures  and  com* 
fields. 


Shady    wet      paftuTe 

ground. . 
In  water  or  very  wet 

places. 
Hilly  ground)  and  on 

iandy  places. 

Com-fieldd,  and  in  wet 
meadows* 

Ctiltivated    fields^    gar» 
denst 
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Galeopsis. 

Sp.  1.  Ladanum. 
2.  Tetrabit. 
Stachys. 

Sp.  1.  Sylvatica^ 
%  Palujiris. 
Thymus. 

Sp.  1.  Serpytlunu  . 
Prunella. 

Sp.  1.  Vulgaru. 
Rhinanthus. 

sp.  1.  Crijla-galli 
Euphrasia. 

Sp.  1.  Officinalis.^ 
PEDiCUtARlS;. 

Sp.  1.  Syhatica.. 

2.  Palujlris. 
SCROFHULARIA.. 

Sp.  1.  Aquatic  a. 
IhGITALIS.. 

Sp.  1.  Purpurea*. 
Thlaspi. 

Sp.  1.  Burjii  pajlwis., 
COCHLEARJA., 

Sp.  1.  Officinalis., 
%  Damca.^ 

3.  Armoraciak 
Erysimum. 

Sp.  1.  Officinale.^ 
Raphaiius, 
Sp.  1.  Rapbanifirum. 


ENGLISH  NAMES. 
AH-hesJ^  netde  hemp. 

Hedge  nettle.. 

Mother  of  thTme*. 

Self-heal. 

Yellow  -  rattle,      cocks- 
comb. 
Eye-bright 

Loufewort. 


HABITATIONS. 

Among  com,  ia  fields,^ 
and  in  gardens. 

Cultivated  places.. 


Hills  and  high  grounds. 
Uncultbrated  places. 


Dry  pafture  grounds.. 
In  dry  ground. 

Gommoninwetmeadowa.> 


Water  figwort,.  betony.      In  Hoy,   on.  banks  of' 

rills. 


EoK^low. 
Shepherds  purfe. 
Scurvy  grafs^ 


Hedge  muftard. 

Yellow  flowered   char- 
lock. 

M  m  2. 


In  barren  fields,  and  un- 
cultivated places^ 
In  many  place^^ 

On  houfes,  walls,  fea-- 
fhores,  and-  uncultir^ 
vated  fields. 

In  confiderable- quantity, 
near  church  of  Hoy. 

Among  com.. 
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Cardamine, 
Sp.  1.  Pratenjrs. 

Sisymbrium. 
Sp.  1.  Aqaahttrm. 

Arabis. 
Sp.  1.  Tbaliana. 
2;  Aipnu. 

SiNAPIS. 

Sp.  1.  Arvenji's. 
Geranium. 
Sp.  1.  Cicutarium. 

2.  Lucidum. 

3.  Molk. 

'4.  Sylvaticum. 

rtJMARlA. 

Sp.  1.  Officinalis. 
2.  Capreolatcu 

POLTGALA. 

Sp,  1.  Vulgaris. 
IJlex. 

Sp*  1.  Ettropceus. 
Anthyllis. 

Sp.  1.  Vulneraria. 
PtSUM. 

Sp.  1.  Mhrinum. 
Orobus. 

Sp.  1.  Tuber  of  us. 
2;  Niger. 
Lathyrits. 

Sp.  1.  Pratenfts. 


HISTOUT    OF 
ENGLISH  KAMES. 


BoCKlIt 
HABTFATIOSIS. 


Ladies  finocfc^  cuckoi*^ 

flower.  In  com. 

Water  crefles.  In  fountains  and  rills. 


Codded  moufe-ear. 


Wild  mnftard.. 


CranefbilL 


On  walls  and  itf  places. 


Cultivated  places. 

Hills  of  Hoy,  and  of 
Ophir. 


Fumitory. 


Milkwort. 


Cultivated'  fielda 


Dry  pafture  grotxncL 


Furze,  whins,  gorfe.         By  the  road  to  Scapa^ 

and  feme  otfier  places 
Kidney  vetch,     ladies- 

feiger.  Pafture  gronnd. 

Sea-peas.  On  the  fea  flu>re6. 

Wood-peas,  heath-peas.     Dry  places  uncultivated. 


Yellow  vetcheling. 


Meadows  and  ftafhores 
in  many  placeiw 
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VlciA. 
Sp.  1.  Cracc<t. 
%  Sativa. 

Sp.  1.  Hirfutmn. 

2.  Tetrajpermwnn 
Trifolium. 

Sp*  !•  Refms. 
%  Pratenfi. 

3.  Medium. 

4.  Montanum^ 

Sp.  1.  Corniculatus. 
Hypericum. 
Sp.  1.  Perfirai$smr 

SONCHUS. 

Sp.  1.  Oleraceus. 

2.  Arvenjis. 
Leowtopow. 

Sp.  1.  Taraxacum^ 
%  Hifpidam. 

3.  Autumnak^ 

HiERACIUM. 

Sp.  1.  Murorvm^ 
Crepis. 

Sp.  1.  TeSiorum. 
Arctium. 

Sp.  1.  Lappa. 
Serratula. 
Carduus. 

Sp.  1.  Lanceolatus. 


ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Vetch,  tare. 


HABITATIONS. 


Cultivated  places. 


Haiiy  and  fmoofh  tare.      Cultivated  fcrAt 


Common  and  Dutch  clo- 
ver. 


Meadows  and  paftiftressr 


Birdsfoot,  trefoil. 
St  John's  wort. 
Sowthiftle. 

Dande&on. 


In   meado^^^    p£U%tU<e6, 

and  wet  places. 
In  heathy  gfocmd 

Cultivated  ground 


Meadows,  paftui^s* 


Golden  lungwort. 


Oh  flry  fea-fhore^. 


Smooth  fuccory,  hawk- 

w^eed.  # 

Burdock,  clotbur. 


#       Dry  places. 

Near  road^j  atfd  on  cul- 
tivate fiel^ 
Saw-wort,  way^-thiflfe.      Among  com. 


Com-thiftle. 


On  cultivated  and  un- 
cultivated ground 
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GENERIC  NAMES,  &c. 

2.  Nutans. 
S.  Acanthoides. 
4.  Crifpus. 
Tanacetum. 

Sp,  1.  Vulgar c^ 
Artemisia. 

Sp.  1.  Vulgaris^ 
Gnaphalium. 
Sp.  1.  Dioicum. 

2.  Alpinum. 

3.  Uliginofum^ 

TUSSILAGO, 

Sp.  1.  Farfara. 
%  Feta/itcs. 
Senecio. 
Sp.  }.  Vulgari^^ 

2.  Jacobaa. 

3.  Aquattcus. 
BeluSv 

Sp.  1.  Perennis. 
Chrysanthemum. 

Sp.  1.  Segetum. 

%  Ltucantl^mum. 
Anthemis. 

Sp.  1.  Cotula. 
Achillea. 

Sp.  1.  Millifolium. 

2.  Ptarmka. 
Centaurea. 

Sp.  !•  Cyanus. 


HISTORY    OF 

ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Book  Ilt^ 

HABITATIONS. 


Common  tanfy, 
Mugwort 
Cudweed,  catVfoot. 


Dry    and    imculdvateil 

places. 
In  corn  fields 

Hills  of  Hoy,  and  ia 
dry  and  wet  places* 


Colts-foot,  butter-bur.         In  a  cultivated  clay  foiU 


Groundfel,  ragwort.  In  many  placet. 


Common  daify. 


Almoft  everywhere*. 


Corn-marygold,  ox-eye.     Among  corn,  and  in  pafc^ 

tures. 

Stinking  May-weed.  Cultivated  field^^ 

R4iU-foil,     fneeie-wort, 
goofe»tongue.  Dry  plac^s^ 


Blue-bottle. 


Cultivated  fieldek 
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*    I  111  I  * 

Viola* 

Sp.  1.  Odor  at  a. 
Imperatoria. 
Equisetum. 

Sp.  1.  Arvenfi. 
%  Fluviatik^ 

POLYPODIUM. 

Sp.  1,  Vulgar c. 
Carex. 
Sp.  1.  AcUta. 

HOLCUS.  ' 
^.  1.  Lanatus. 

HORDEUM. 

Sp.  1.  Murinutn^ 

JUNIPERUS. 

LA€TUCA% 

OSMUNDA. 

Sp.  1.  Lunar ia. 
Melampyrum. 

Sp.  1.  Sylvaticum^ 
Teucrium. 

Sp.  1.  Scorodoniak 
Lapsana. 

Sp.  1.  Communis. 
Sedum. 

Sp.  1.  TeUpbium. 

XjRTICAk 

Sp.  1.  Dioica^ 
Salix. 
Sp.  1.  Repens.^ 
2k  Angu/lifolia^ 


ENGLISH  NAMES. 
Violet. 

Martin-wort. 
Horfe-tail. 


habitations. 

--    -  -  ^ 

On  wet  banks  and  un- 

« 

cultivated  fields. 
Waes  and  Hoy. 
In  wet  fhady  places. 


Polypody,  malefertL  Dry  nnculdvated  ground. 


Narrow-leaved,  Cyprus^- 

grafs. 
Soft  meadow  grafs. 

Rye-grafsw 

Juniper. 
Wild  lettuce. 
Moon-wort 

Cow-wheat 

Wood  lage. 

Bur-reed. 

Orpine  livelong. 

Netde. 

WiUow. 


Wet  ground. 
Dry  places. 

On  both  wet  and  di^ 

places. 
Dry  uncultivated  ground. 
Dry  tincultivated  places* 
On  the  higheft  hills. 

Failure  ground.^ 

Hard  dry  groun<L 

In  wet  ground 

Common  fields. 

In  negleded  ipots. 

la  fome  wet  places. 
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3.  LaUfolia. 

BETUI.A. 
SAMBUCU9* 

Lychen. 
Sp.  1.  Pyxidatus. 

2.  Saxatilis. 
Ophioglossum. 

Sp.  1.  Vulgatum^ 

ACROSTICHUM* 

sp.  1.  Septcntrtmak^ 
Sphagnum. 

Sj).  1.  Pxduftrc 
Fucus. 

(5p»  1.  Natans^ 

4.  Vefkulofus. 

5.  Nod^^s. 

6.  Digitatus. 

8.  Dcntatus. 
Ulva. 
Sp.  1.  UmbiBcalis. 

3.  PapUoJa. 
Conferva. 

Sp.  1.  Fontinalis. 
%  4piphibi{h 
3*  Littoralis^ 


HISTORY   OF 

ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Birch. 

Elder,  bountrte. 
Liverwort 


AdderVtongue. 


Bog-mofs. 
Wrack,  fea^-weed 


Laver. 


River-weed^ 


HABITATI0N8. 


In  Hoy,  on  the  banks 

of  rivulets. 
On  rills  in  Hoy. 
On  rocks  on  tie  iea- 

ihore. 

Wet  meadowft. 


Wall-rue,  fork  fenu  Qefts  of  rocks. 


Wet  pl^ice6u 

On  the  fea*(hore,  and 
under  vfal^r,  m^  *• 
bove  it  alteoMJtiy^ 


In  watery  pIacM» 


In  flow  running  water; 
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GENERIC  NAMES,  &c.  ENGI4I3H  NAMES.  HABITATIONS. 


Agaricus* 

..  Mufhroom. 

In  parks,  or  fields,  that 

Sp.  1.  Cdntarellus. 

have  been  long  un- 

, .    %  Int^r, 

'    T.         .                    •            ,          , 

cultivated. 

3.  Dentatus. 

.     .        ,                    •                  4 

/ 

Lycoperpon. 

'  Puff-ball. 

Dry  uncultivated  grpund 

Sp.  1.  Bovf/ia.^^    ^ 

1 
i     .     .      .....        >            .    '    ' . 

!  •         '♦                    t 

2.  Stillatum!  '■' 

'        .         '           '•/■". 

■     '■     -       •   t 

•      t   ■ 

/         ••     ■        -r                      •     r               ,,            ■ 

TVIucoR. 

Mould 

,     '     On  rotten  wood,  and  on 

Sp.  1.  Mucido.    ^ 

» 

^    ,.    '     decayed  veg^bles. 

2.  Glaucus. 

c                                     t 

.  .    a  Cefpitofusy 

.      1       ■   '^ 

Orchis. 

Foolftones. 

Inwetmeadow*  *    ,. 

Sp.  1.,  Mafcula. 

.;  -  ;•   '  V  <.*-'. '..L'j  -J  j.\  J 

%  Morio. 

1             ' 

'*     *      .       ,,.{■'  I 

-I       ,  '       ;»>>'•:•■        '    ;  ' 

3.  Latifolia. 

'.'*','*    ' 

4»  Maculata^ 

.-,'      ? 

■  •       t         •  p 

I  :  .  .:i    \  .L    "... 

I  /    ;.  ..'ji    ouw    li'jhrjiVSJO 

5.  CQn^j^cOf. 

!  •     /       'i  -'J  ^.'. 

•  f  *'     .  f'l'jr*  Xlrr-j  /'-'^i,*i 

Satyrium* 

Lizard  flower. 

M^ows  in  the  hills  of 

Sp.  1.  AlbidtifTh 

I 

Ophrys. 

Ivy-blade. 

In  a  valleyof.  Hoy.  , 

Sp.  1.  Cordata. 

'»    '    ' 

■  't  .-.  >-.••  1'.  .'i     . 

ZOSTERA. 

Grafs-wrack. 

Thrown    on    the   Teji- 

Sp.  1.  Marina. 

.       ' 

SCHOENUS. 

Marfh  bog-ni(h. 

In  marihy  ground 

LlOUSTICUM*        '. 

Lovage. 

.    .  On  the  fea-fliores^ 

Sp.  !•  •  ScGtkum. 

■    .  . 

Heracleum. 

Cow^parfhip. 

I    Meadows  and  fields. 

Sp.  1.  Spbondyllium. 

.     *  '  ' 

■'.-..*'■'..     '  i      J 

OXALIS. 

.    WoodforreU 

Calf  of;  the.inand  of 

Sp.  1.  ActtofcUa.    ! 

•      *,          v        •     •     J. 

■;     -.Flo'*'-.   ,-• 

^ 

Nn 

* 
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TheTe  'zre  tb«  plants  that  ka>f>e  liitha!!^  btea  obfen^tol^e  indlg«Miii8|f 
and  when  it  is  conlidered  that  there  may  l)e  ftilt  many  that  have  eluded 
refearch,  and  tiiat  many,  not  yet  mentioned,  are  rai&d  for  utility  or  oma* 
mefA,  their  variety  will  appear  very  coniiderabte. 

Leaving  the  form^  to  the  vigilance  of  future  inquiry,  we  ^halT  take  & 
view  of  the  latter,  which  will  be  fpund  not  very  difierent  from  thcfe  met 
with  m  Umilar  lituations  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Bear  or  bigg^ 
and  oats,  are  the  kinda  of  grain  moft  comncumly  raifed,  to  whidi  are  fome-^ 
times  added  peaa,  beans,  wheat,  rye,  and  flax,  by  fome  of  our  mod 
i^rited  and  enterprifing  gentfemen  farmers.  The  £ime  description  of  far- 
mers alfb  raile,  with  efl%^  tares^  faintfotn,  lucem,  as  iummer  food  for 
the  cattle  rand  cabbage  and  turnip  for  winter  food.  Hiey  have  alf(> 
frequency  ridi  crops,  of  ^  difl^ot  fbcta  oi  clover  and  rye^als  for 
hsLj  or  for  pi^loraw 

^  The  prodofhiooa  of  iht  gardens  are  not  materially  dTfierent  from  thd^ 
m  the  foud^of  Soodand*  Ia  die  flower-garden,  the  rofe,  the  tulip,  the 
camatttMt,  die  pinlCy  the  primcofe,  widt  a  multitude  of  other  do^s;v!ers^  are^ 
ddtivatficl  w2d»  fiiccefi;   while  the  Utchen-gsffden  prodtices   cabbage^ 

^  brocoli,  €»i|iirmer,  peas^  btans,,  ^jpinage,  onions,,  leeks,,  ^pa^ey,;  crfefles,. 
iei^  Itoftom^  larntp^  carrots,  p^rfhi|is,  cdlery,  and  artichokes  ](  iW'df 
mhUtk  are  ffit^<i  thek  kind;  but  pardoalurly  the  laft  is'  o£  imrivaBe^ 
txt«3tence;  '-•'•■ 

The  fruit  gardm,  tfiougli  it  produces,  m  abuiKlance,  eSrellBnt  "blsfclci, 

"  White,  anit  red  Clfltantft,  is  very  inferfttr  in'l5ie  apples^  pears,  plimis^ 
chemes^  pxGk^&t^  and  ftrawbexries  that  it  produces^  w^  re:^e€t  botb 
to  fixe  aiwliflavotir. 

There  are  tie  tree*  in  the  Ifland&  at  prdfeitt;  except  a  feW'  iii^ftof  ^- 
whicl^  on  account  of  their  fhmted  growth  and  diminutive  fibee,  fcktc'ely ' 
meirtt^llbe  ftimet  tkrf  fon»  c£  iMger  ^Bttidttiions  that  ar6  met  withi 
in  the  gardens  in  KirkwalL    This  would  by  no  mean^  appear  fo  fmv 

^^^rifltig;'  werfe  kb€*i5iident  that  they  tsdfted  ftrrmerly,  not  in  one  or  two 
^ots  only,  but  tet  many  difierent  places  throi^h  this  country,     Thare'  is 
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k  general^an^  ibxmg  tradition,  that  die  harhoisr.  of  OtterfWldc  in  Sanda^ 
was  once  a  ibreft,  which  was  deftioyed  by  an  iniindation.  In  fupport  of 
which  tradition,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  roots,  or  at  leaft  paita  of  trees,  * 
much,  putrified,  half  buried  m  the  fand,  and  corered  with  feorweed; 
prefent  themfelves  to  view  2^  tiie  low-water  of  ^pnng-^tt.  Deemtft 
b  alfo  reported  to  ha^e  been  andently  a  con&kn^  fbttft^  ivUdt  s 
deluge  overwhelmed,  after  it  had  long  been  the  haunt  of  deers  aad 
other  wild  animals.     To  confirm  this  tradition,  we  have  the  dedded 

t^mony  of  an  author  who  himfdf  fived,  lor  feme  time,  at  leaft,       l£S9t 

« 

in  this  country,  {a)  ^ 

Another  author,  (b)  who  wa$  aUb  resident  here,  and  fived  a  hundred  I68S. 
and  fifty  years  later  than  the  former,  has  givefa  his  teftimoity  that  many 
of  the  peat  moiles  through  the  IHands,  In  his  tin>e,  conudtied  the  /ahu 
bumilis  latiJhHa^  and  ^lat  near  Campflone,  on  the  icmth  of  Deerfotmd, 
y  there  was  then  a  little  vrood^  about  two  bults  in  ietiglh,  and  one  in 
*  breadth, '  confifting  of  trees  or  fhrufas,  of  the  haght  of  a  num,  and 
of  the  kind  that  are  known  by  the  name  df  the  y2r£r  vkmnca  or  Mgt^^ 
fiHs.  ' 

But  though  no  fuch  tradl^oti  had  ever  ^dfted,  or  been  inppoftcd  bjr 
fuch  authority,  the  number  of  trees  that  have,  in  .many  {^ces,  been 
occafionally  dug  up  in  the  peat  moflcs,  £rom  the  tluckne6  of  a  mkn^s  leg 
to  that  of  his  bodyi  fumiih  fufiicient  evidence  of  didr  having  been 
once  pretty  geneid  \xi  tl>efe  Iflands. 

Since,  dien,  it  mufl  be  admitted  that  wood  ki  confidmdde  qoqntitf 
grew  here  in  a  fenifier  period,  and  that  the  iflands  are  now  entirely  fbipc 
of  that  beneficial  ornament,  an  inquiry  into  the  canfe  becomes,  if  not  a 

Nn  «  matter 


c 


.    (#)  Sda.'M88.  Adir^  lib^  SAih.  •  Dettntf^  qiafi,  tite  neft  of  ^nx  h^  ptrodinr 

ndicibus,  (uWnerfi  fuat. 

{f)  Mathew  Mackaile  apothecary  at  Aberd^n's  Short  Relation  of  the  moft  confidemble' 
things  in  Orkney.    M&  ^Adr.  Lib.  Edia. 
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matter  of  confequence,  at  Icaft  of  fome  ctjriofity.  Among  the  earlieft  inha-r 
bitatits  of  moft  countries,  wood  feems  to  have  been  the  only  original  fuel ; 
•  ^urf-or  peat  fqcceeded ;  and  coal,  which,  comparativdy  fpeaking,  is  only 
^'tea'di&oveiy,  was  long  fuhfequent  to  both  in  its  application  to  domeftic 
tt(kii  >ln  whatever  places,  .therefore,  woods  are  on  the  decline^  or  where- 
everiitUsfy  have  4i£ippeal:ed  totally,  it  may  have  been  owing  to  their  having 
Seen  cut  doWn  and  Jiiade  ufe  of  for  this  purpofe. 

To  this  caufe  may  be  added  others,  in  their  nature,  perhaps,  not  le& 

.•  ji  i  ppwerful.  Woods  may  have  been  expended  in  die  building  of  boats  and 
other  finall  crafty  or  in  fumifhing  implements  of  hufbandry ;  ftorms,  in 

,r:co  I  ^  tbeif  fury,  ;niay  have  thrown  them  down  j  and  inundations  (as  of  old  in 
tlw  iikuid  bf  Sanday)  may  have  buried  them  fcir  beyond  the  reach  of 
human  infpedion ;  and,  beiides  all  thefe,  there  may,  perhaps,  be  fome^ 
what  in  the  air  of  a  country  under  cultivation  inimical  to  trees^ 

Buti  whatever  may  have  been  the  caufes  that  contiibuted  to  this  effed,' 
woodiiow  becomes  an  objed  of  fuch  importance,  from  the  increafed* 
demand  for  it,  its  high  price,  and  fcarcity,  that  every  attempt  to  raife  it 
anew  muft  be  confidered  as  laudable.     Several  attempts  have  already  been 
niadd ;  but,  as  they  have  been,  in  fome  cafes,  and  in  fbme  meafure,  un- 
fucc^sful,  aQ  opinion  has  becbme'prevalent  that  no  kind  of  wood  wilL 
era:  thrive  in  the  Orkney  Iflands.     This  conclufion,  however,  it  is  ap- 
pr^ended,  is  unfounded ;  as  the  experiments,  that  in  general  have  hither-' 
to  been  made,  have  neither  been  conduced  with  care,  nor  undertake!  with. 
a>/|xroper  regard  to  circumftances.     In  proof  of  this,  we  may  obferro,  .that, 
Iq  place  of  choding  a  fituation  in  which  trees  could  be  fheltered  from. the  > 
violence  of  the  Hafl,  or  fenced  againft  the  deftrudive  inroads  of  fheep,. 
fwine,  and  black  catde,  and  without  fufiicient  attention  to  feledt  fuch 
fpecies  as  were  heft  ad^ted  to  the  nature  of  the  climate,  a  few  plants 
have  been  imported  jBx>m  the  ibudi,  and  put  into  the  earth,  and  little  drno 
farther  care  beflowed  on  them.     The  confequence  has  often  been  fuch  as^ 
was  naturally  to  be  expeded.     They  have,  for  the  moft  part,  ftruck  root, 
put  forth  leaves,  and,  for  a  litde,  made  a.promiling  appearance ;  till  the^ 

were 
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were  either  cropt  by  catde,  choked  with  weeds,  blafted  by  the  fea,  or 
withered  by  the  violence  of  the  weather. 

In  order  to  decide  the  point,  whether  trees  will  grow  in  Orkney,  as 
they  have,  without  doubt,  done  formerly,  the  feeds  of  fuch  as  are  fit  for 
the  climate  fhould  be  chofen  j  thefe  feeds  fiiould  be  fown  and  the  plants 
raifed  in  a  nurfery  in  the  Iflands,  taken  up  when  they  are  of  ftrength  fuf- 
fident  to  ftand  the  weather,  tranfplanted  into  a  foil,  not  only  fit  for  them, 
but  properly  prepared,  in  a  fheltered  fituation,  and  under  a  good  fence, 
in  fuch  numbers  as  to  fcreen  them  fi-om  the  cold,  and  their  roots  cleareif 
occafionaHy  of 'the  w^s  that  may  fpring  up  to  impede  their  vegetafion. 
If  i'^lan  bf  this  kind  were'  adopted,  and  fuch  precautions  ufed,  there  i^ 
a  high  degree  of  probability  that  trees,  both  ufefiil  and  ornamental,  inigUfc 
be  raifed  fuccefsfuUy  in  this  country.     But  if,  even  in  thefe  favourable 
circumftarices,  the  attempt  did  not  fucceed,  the  refult  would  at  leaft  fenre 
to  convince  ttsi'that  ftitore  endfeavour^  to  pfemt  here  would  be  imavaHing^ 
and  that  to'  p(e!ffi(l  in  them*  would  be  to  incur  certain  expence  and  final 
difappointment     The  proprietors  have  fuch  an  intereft  in  the  matter/ 
as  fhould  induce  them  fyee^j  to  make  the  experiment;  and,  if  thejr 
have  any  prediled^dn  for  their  native  foil,  it  fhould  ftimulate  thrir  exer-* 
tioris;  ai  there  ar6*^f^  ciountries  iii  the  north  that  would  fbmifh  more 
eilchanting  profpeds  dian  this,  were  tbe  barren  parts  clothed  with  wood^, 
and  die  improveable  ipots  converted  into  cora  aodgr^  fieldsi. 


V  • 
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Section  IIL 
ZOOLOGY, 


Tux  lK>mT£Rt  {caMCit  ganmarvs^  Lin.  Sylt  Na;^)  cm  account  of  itt 
l^perioT  exceOeoce,  18  ji^ly  eodtled  to  tfcye  fkft  place  m  the  loweft  orden 
Jbtmed  a}mdl  aU  our  rocky  fliores^  thefe  fifheg  acre  caught  in  the  fummer 
mon^  in  a  depdiof  wat^  from  two  to  fix  fathom^  during  the  n%itf 
commody)  or,  if  in  the  day,  only  in  dark  weadier.  The  neia  made 
life  of .  for  tJhis  p^jrpoie  are  hv  the  form  of  bag$|  fixied  to  iroa  hoq^  of 
ibout  two  feet  and  a  h^  diameter,  ^th  {4ece»  of  lead  to  fink  diemt 
^ted  vn\h  fif^  A^)  or.  garbage  of  any  kind,  which  the  lobftera  de^ 
^^YQUR  iK^ith  the .  utiHoft  ayidity.  As  foon  a$  they  are  caught^  their  claws 
ane  bound  y^W  twine;  tj>  prevatt  &ff^  jmipSjsi^  o^jioX^  each  other  i 
ttd  i^oy  ^  put  info  hifge'cheila,^  which  ^re  an^ored  in  the  watw  in 
^ye  orixaicbours,  wfa^i^  they  \j9  ^Amolefted,  till  put  oa  board  the  fma<^ 
that  carfjr  theoh  »>  *^  welfcj  Jive,  weddy,  in  thoufands,  to  the  Londoa 
market 

The  Crab,  [cancer pagurus^  Lin.  Syit  Nat)  is  a  fpecies  of  fifli  which  is 
found  in  great  plenty  in  almoft  all  die  rocky  fhores  in  this  country.  They 
^e  caught  with  the  hand,  or  with  a  hook,  with  which  they  are  drawn  from 
their  lurking  places,  and  only  in  fine  weather.  Thofe  that  are  found  here 
are  of  an  excellent  quality.  They  are  carried  to  no  regular  market ;  hut 
are  either  confumed  by  the  people  in  the  Iflands,  or  diipofed  of  to  gentle- 
mens'  families. 

The  Cockle,  [cardium^  Lin.  Syft.)  is  a  fifli  in  much  greater  repute 
here  than  in  moft  other  places.  The  fpecies  abound  in  almoft  all  our 
landy  bays  and  fliores,  where  they  are  caught  with  rakes,  in  the  fand,  at 

low- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OtAif.h  THE  OKKNEY   ISLANDS.  287 

ilw-wattr  f  aDdy  ia  the  firing  amd  fummer  £bafi>n,  in  fuch  numbers,  as  to 
analse  an  ac^de  of  food,,  which:  is  conTidared  plea&ndy  delicate,  as  well  as 

.  "HielLk^Pi^  jCySbs  Lui;  Sytt)  <»-,  as  we  same  it,  the  J^ut^^^  i$ 
aUb  &uqd  lb  J&Hid])r  places?  bMt  tibe  ^^cies  is  £u:  irom  being  fo  numerous 
as  the  fbrmen.  The  iheU^  w}iich'  is  a  bivalTe,  has  ibme  £unt  tiefemUanoe 
to  ^Mdier  oTpeacT  in.  its  ftnsSbre ;  and  in  its  fonn,  to  the  infbtun^it  from 
whjiebit  derms  its  name;,  and;^^  ,Mi  it  contains  is  by  ibme  recjgooed 
f;^Rf ntv  w(faile  otbevs^copfidef  it  ^  feod  of  v^ery  iiafimor.  quality. 

TheOy^TBJK^  (^/^M^Iin.  SyiL)  is  found  b  iw<eml  pboesii  but  e^peci- 
4H7  in  the  bays^of  Fiikh  and"  of  Deerfound,  and  is  inferior  to  none^ven  inr 
Britaiii^  which,  £m;  aiany  cail!uri^  pa(^  has  been  juftly  famed  iar  the 
excfUflfgi^^tKis  pradu^Hon^  ^  If  our  oyfteis,.  or  their  fpat  or  i|)awn,  were, 
ra^^dfiom  j^e^  ngti^  bed?,  aad^  in  pkcas  fit  for  the  puipofe,  trealted^a*- 
^7  are  at  the  mout^i  of  the  TIiaaMS,  or  at  Coich«&a^,.there  is  ii0ie  doubc 
of  their  both  increafiiig  in.  number,  and  imfiro^ii^ia  quality;  fo  much^ 
diatthey  would  notoi{iy  furnifh  a  delidout  reg^  to4le  «picfffe„but  pprove^ 
a  lucrative  article  of  commerce.. 

.  Ilie.S^uKEy,,  (jPennlDat'6Toor^Scot;  rT6»^  tfiough  aot  a  M^ve  oF 
iifh  place,  cUims  ic»ne.  attention  y  as  vail  numbers  o£  die  fyodu  wem^ 
driven,  foine  years^^o^anto  ^  harbcau:  ^f  Stronuieft,  where  tfa%fa|i»en 
faw  then^  and.g?tvathe]a;i  the  n^ane  oi  Giir/^i  focjfi  a»  they  hadUfoen  00^ 
the  coa{t  of  America;.  Their^  body  was^  of  a  (lender  make,  of  bitwBta: 
jai^e  and  twelvei  indies  in  lengdi;  flkxm  bitt.  wa%^  homy,  and  fomeirhaib^ 
xtfemUed  d^  qf  a  bird^  di^ded  hpito  two  mandib}^ ;  their  backs*  were  dK 
a  dark  jgeen,,  and. their  bellies  o£  a  fdver  Gabur*.  Ihey.  were,  caught.  in< 
myriads.. 

The  Grjey  G^uK^iRixi  ^&:5fZ»  ^wiw^  is  cai^flt  by- 

)&ah\en  on  our  coafts,  by  hang^  a  line  and  baited  hook,  over  the  flerm 
of  their  veflels,.  at  which,  this  6eQi  bites  very  readily,.  ei^>ecially  if  the* 
witad  blow  ftrong ;  and  it  is  no  fdoner  hauled  on  board,  than  it  b^nsv 
to  u^  a  <a;oal^ng,  plaintive  aoife,  fomething  like  t^at  ol"  an  angryv- 
jjfffon..  . 
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'  The  DRAfcONET  [catRonymiif  lyraylAw.  Syft.)  Has'  alfo  been  fonnH 
here  (though  felddm)  entangled  among^thfelea-weed.  'The  body  of  one 
fpecimen  was  only  fix  inches  long,  and  of  a  conical  form ;  the  head  was 
large  ;  the  ped:oral  and  belly  fins  large  alfo ;  aiWcwhatfeWiriy -diftSigtufh- 
ed  kfrom  the  whole  tribe  of  •  ou?r  ikhes,  'is'tfte  Jengtk  of  «te  'firft'^VaV '^ 
the  dorfal  fin,  which  reaches  to  the  tail  6f  the  animal.  '  .  i  *.'  rr 
HerR'INg,  [clupea  heringus^  Lin.  Syft.)  in  themontlis.  of  1^  and 
A>ig«ft,  not  only  pay  an  annual  vifit  td  our  coafts,  as  mi^ht  feave*  be^ 
expeded  froni  our  fituatibn  in  the  track  of  ^tJife  g^feat  "itortiieii/  ffioafi-^but 
enter  into'and  continue  for  Tome  tliiie  in  -bv^  h^^  creeks^  and  firJths  ; 
and  depart  unmolefted;  as  we  are  either  deftkute  o^  thiie,' capitM/or 
induftry,  to  avail  ourfelves-crf  this  inexhaiiftible  treaifure.    e '-  '*'     r^-'"-  •  * 

/  The- A|tG'ENTiN'£,  {argeritinaJphyrt^Ha^  Lin!  Syft:)  Iha^Tj^dfiJSf'KaS 
(ifti-  has  beeft  feen  here^  though  rarely  j'  find  the*  ^edmen  cbtairfec^  wai 
caught  among  the  fed-weed  oh  tfi*  Yeflux  of  the  tide/  '  The  whole  length 
of  th6  body,  was. not  above  an  iftcti,*  the  back  was  xif  a  greenifli  hue,  the 
betty.of  ir<filver.  colou5r,  the  fins  foft,  and  the  faiiTomewhat  membka- 
neous.  ...  - ...       J. 

=  ^he»GftArti^G  {falmotbymalhs^  Lin.  Syft.)  which  is  from  about 
tHrehre  t6*  eighteen  inches  long,  in  dur  feas,  is  caught^  very  frequendy 
witfif^^  fly,  to 'which  it  rifes  very*  readily.  It' fvnms  quickly,  leaps 
fiftieh  V  aAd  to  draw  it  Vehen  It  has  taken  the  hiSx;  require  much  dex- 

-  ''^^e  Char  \Jalm  alpinus^  Lin.  Syft.)  has  been  very  feldom  met  wiA 
here,  except  in  a  feiiv  inftances  in  the  Loch  of  Stennis,  where  it  is  eafily 
diftinguifti^  from  all  the  other  ttout  by  the  beautifijl  red  colour  that 
ornaments  its  belly. 

.  Tke  Par  {famhty  tirit-Zoot)  fe  fireqtiindy  feen  in  clear  brooks  and 
in  lochs  tiiat  are  limpid  and  fhiBow,*  though  not  in  filch  numbers  as  are 
often  met  with  in  other  countries.  It  feldom  exceeds  fix  inches  in  length, 
k  is  diftinguiftied  by  a  itAv  of  bluifti  fpots  on  each  fide. 

,The  Trout  [fahna  fario^  Lin.  Syft.)  frequents  all  our  rivulets  in 
great  plenty,  but  feldom  grows  to  a  great  fize,  unlefs  fometimes  in  the 
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lochs  and  larger  ftreams,  where  it  is  ikid  to  have  been  found  (o  large  as  fltv 
weigh  between  twenty  or  thirty  pounds^  and  even  upwards. 

The  Bull  Trout  {/almo  trutta^  Lin.  SyfL)  is  a  fpedes  that  is  found 
m  great  Jiumbeis  in  the  Loch  of  Stennis ;  but  as  the  flefli  is  whit»  and  dry^ 
axkl  c£-  oon&qumce  unpleafant^  it  is  feldom  fought  after* 

The  Salmon  {Jabmfalax^  Lin.  Syft.)  is  by  no  means  plentiful  in 
Orkney.  This,  no  doubt,  is  in  fome  moafure  owing  to  our  want  of  rivers,, 
but  ftiU  more  to  the  want  of  exertion  in  our  people,  who  might  certainly 
calx:h  many  of  them^  ware  they  vigilant  at  the.  feafba  during  whicb 
this  fpecies  is  w^  knowa  to  frequ^t  the  bays,  the  mouths  of  brooks,^ 
and  the  entrance  of  lochs^  in  feareh  of  firefh  water  for  the  purpofe  of 
pawning* 

The  Mackrel  {Jcombtr f comber^  Lin.  Syfi)  is  a  fpecies  that,  in  large* 
Ihoals,  viiits  cur  coafb  and  oiu:  bays  in  the  end  of  July  or  firil  of  Auguft. 
Our  indolent  fifhermen,  however,,  feldont  catch  any  of  them,  unlefs  they 
come  in  their  way  by  mere  accident 

The  FiFTEEN-sPiNED  Sticklebacr  [gaJltroJUus  fpinacbia^  Lin* 
Syft.)  which  is  here  denonunated  the  bifmer^  from  the  refemblance  it  is 
fuppofed  to  bear  to  the  wei^ii^  ioftrument  oi  that  name,  is  frequend]^ 
found  in  all  our  feas,  in  confiderable  numbers ;  but,  on  account  of  the  litde 
eflimation  in  which  it  is  held^  it  is  fddom  fought  afta*. 

The  Three^spined  Stickleback  [gafterofteus  aculeatusy  Lin.  Syft.)^ 
which  Wie  diftinguifh  by  the  name  of  ban/iickU^  is  found  in  every  finall 
funning  brook  or  loch  that  has  any  coorniumcation  with  another  piece  of 
frefh  water. 

The  Wrasse  {labrus  tinca^  Lin.  Syfb)  that  bus  baae  got  the  name  of 
bergkj  frequents  fuch.of  our  fhores  as  have  high,  rocks  and  deq>  water^ 
where  it  b  very  often  found  in.comp^ury  widi  what  we  call  the  r^^^zr^r^ 
cod.     The  wrc^e  is  not  confidered  as  a  fifh  of  great,  value.     They  are 
caught  in  fmall* numbers^;  and  roafted  fr^flv^  for  the  ufe  of  the  table. 

The  TuRBOT  {pleunmiScs  ntaximus^  Lin.  Syft.)  is  undoubtedly  fomer 
tunes  caught  on. our  cbafts^.  tlioi^.biit  ratdy ;  as  only  a  few  fpecim^ 

Q  o  have; 
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IjSKre  been  ptt>dtired';  Kn$  hxXStva;  a  tety  d^lueax.  ioad  of  M^  peastMf 
pafles  under  that  nan^ 

THe  Sole  {pkuranteies  Jbka^  Lin.  Syfti)  w  a  ^^edes  cangfct  idi  the 
bay  of  Skail,  and  in  matiy  other  finiiiar  fitbations ;  M^faer^  it  19  eafiljri 
diftinguifhed  from  t)«e  rcA  of  die  gdnui,  by  ifae  Bafowitefir.  of  ils- 
body,  in  propoition  «o  itS'  lei^tb,  and  by  dt^  Aiperibrity  of  its'  Rift<  and 
flavour. 

The  FioONDEBf  {ptemroneBef  fl^,  Lki.  Syft.)  b  a  tary  cammon 
j^ie^)  and  fk(^ent  in  all  our  btiys,  ere^s;  and'inkts^  efjiccially  wl&cve 
^e  grbUnd  is  flat  and  ^ndy.  Tli^y  are  cailgfat  ^ntti^es  witb  a  £9rk  oir 
fuchlike  (Harp  inftrument,  andfomedmsg  ib  the  dety  partly  in  the  lower 
parts  of  the  Loch  of  Stennis ;  and  they  weigh  generally  from  half  a  pouoA 
Ito  two  or  tltfee  potmAi 

•  The  PtAt^f  {ftmrMe^p  plM^^  Lin.  Syftt)  Which  wkh  tl»  is  not 
vi^y  hifg^;  fia*  cH^  nloft  p^t  frefui^nts-  Ikndy  bi^kr,  and  gtouad  with  # 
muddy  bottom,  fuch  as  the  banks  and  the  htad  of  the'  hay  of  KciAoe^  01^ 
)iadk)ui>  of  Stron^nefs,  thie  bay  of  Skiiil;  and  odrar  fymSua  pbcei. 

The  tio\,i^\3t  (fim'infSlet  Hppo^lt^r  ^^^  Sl)rft.):w]uch.it  gbSiei^ 
t&f  iHiown  by  ^  naiAe'of  tofiofi  abnind^iar  all'  odr  feasj  butU'  meft 
coinmbniy  fbiuid  m  edAc^  6S  ^^biosk  w)«we  two  or  more  tide»  Awet; 
which,  perhaps,  that  large  flae>bod»ed  filh' haunts,  in  bfdst  to  fecure  itfdf 
from  the  fbrce  of  the  clirrignt  It  is  ha^  and  dry,,  aisi  by  n6  ih^ans 
excellent,  i^oi*  kideedis  any  parr  of  it  pdca&at  endng,  fsxo&gk  Uie  bead 
and' die  holies',  wlHch  by  mimy  iM  efteemod  bdth  nouRfluag  and  tnkt» 

able. 

The  OrArri  tt  limd'tf  V\iH  (Peflfiaiit's  Brit  Zoot)  feems  to  be  fo 
rare  in  odiei-  paits'  of  th«  Idngdikn,'  &at  oidjn  fne  inflaneca^  of  it  had 
0tcurfed  to  did  Bkidfli  Ffifly  abbW  tt««Aty  ycanr  agoi  Heie,  howevto^ 
k  b  much  more  commcm ;  for  as  many,  ihd  pet^itqn  mote  of  the  fpecies^ 
have  been  found  iii^  ^'H  bays  or  On  the  Q/aovs^  of  tUe  iflaild  of  Sfthday^ 
eVen  fo  eariy  aab^Or^  tfaeTefid of  the  f«rent«adb.  c^dtory.  Frdm  (bme 
One'oi'  teoi^  of  Ihelb  SiM  d«<cHptid#  ^^vt  tt&ew^iMBcb  we  HKbt-  with  ih 
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^  wwb  of  Sr  Rj()l»e)tSibhal4  md  m  Pp  Wallace's  Account  qf  the 
Illes  of  Orkney.  To  thefe  may  be  added  feveral  that  have  been  either 
CMi^ht  ix  j^ven  ^ore  iately»  kaxyd  of  theoi  in  ^lee  iflan4  alN>ve  inentioned^ 
Md  othfifB  in  ^9  MMi^d,  mA  fNOtioalarry  14  &e  bays  of  Scapa  and 
farkw^B.  IIk)!^  they  aU  diiiiMtBd  a  little  in  fhs^^  and  fomewh^  more 
in  colour  ao4  diiii^)09s^  they  were  evidofitly  o|f  Uie  ijsm^  Species,  axxd 
iigreed  in  fo^  »iaoy  particulars  m  is  fiiiicieivt  to  a^rd  ground  for  a  g/snenil 
defcription. 

Th^  body,  which  was  omdy  tlniee  ^  loing,  aa4  tw>  lMroa4)  and 
£rom  fide  to  &dii  about  five  or  i^s  inx:hes  in  th^ckn^fs,  fwieUed  to^an^ 
the  middle,  ^od  .tapered  to  (he  .eostronxioieg,  fo  ap  ^  exhil^it  the  fonfi  of 
4iwo  foments  of  a  citxde  ]u»ited  together.  The  head  is  fm^l,  witib  large 
.eyes ;  andi^itaU  is  Aender  dM  forJ^d.  Toward  |he  b^k  w^e  a  numbor 
lof  oval  djpots,  of  a  fib»eigr  hrightoefs,  ^n  a  grou^  of  vivid  green,  which* 
MM  ^i^oftdiing  the  boUy,  .€Jiai\8ed  imperQeptibly  i^to  a  golden  ydbw;  md. 
4&e&  hues  wen  suidi  i^creaftid  in  hirfliiaaicy^  by  the  }viAte  .of  tdb^  £bs  and 
tail,  .vduidi  wffice  of  a  deep  jbirliet  oolour^ 

The  f  ATa$&a.ASUiEJi  :(iXMt/«/  Jhrpim^  lin.  Syit)  or,  aa  i^  is  here 
4iijiimed;  Ae  compfir^  ^  fcisi^  yx  doiery  pod  iiMx>  which  diie  iea  c^pilady 
ilow$,  Istt&ing  mder  ikrnes  and  dto  pouotB  of  rock^,  to  devour  the  £mail 
£fbes.  By  S^oaz^  :thi&:&h  is  reckoned  xie(jiqile  eating ;  and  fuch  as  can  he^ 
Mcooci^  4x)  its  honid  appearance  fcinedmes  prefer  it.tQ  many  otheis  that: 
are  move  beaudfiiU 

The  ^Acx  .GoB¥  {gtdms  nigiTy.  lim  Syft.)  which>  ia  ibmetfancs. 
mentioned  under  the  name  of  i5m^  blach-rock  Jijbick^  is  often  feen  in  thp! 
de^  hoks^bQut  t^  point  g£  the  Ne&  of  S^omneis,  of  a  fiae  thatieldom'. 
.aHceads  thue  ^or  four  iadbes,  and  of  a.  black  or  brownaifa  colour. 

T)MS:i^OXW^^OoK£{gMusMpbya.  lia^SyflLJ)  ismet  wkkcm.tl^  f««|^. 
•or-fimilar  places. wuhthe^fiotonen 

^8ic  VUiviF^AJUxis  Blbbtny  {bUmi$is  vivifapusy  Lin.  Sydt)  Jwhich,, 
^^mvlhecoo^ur  p£  the  haakrbone^  has  heie  got  the  nan^  oi g^emboncj, 
is  found  under  fiones  and  aaumg  the  feawweed.  at  lom^water  joark,  in^ 
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Tall  numbers,  from  fix  to  ten  inches  in  length,  but  not  proportionally 
thick.  , 

The  Spotted  Blenny  {blennius gunndlus^  Lin.  Syft.)  which,  from 
iihe  form  of  its  body,  ha»  here  got  the  name  oi  fwordicky  is  found  under 
ftones  among  the  fea-weed  both  at  low-water  mark  and  above  it.  The 
fpecies  is  numerous,  and  might  be  caught  in  great  plenty ;  but  they  are 
a  coarfe  fifh,  and  fddom  eaten,  or  even  ufed  for  bait,  unlefs  when  the 
fifliermen  can  obtain  no  better. 

The  Purple  Blenny  is  alfo  an  inhabitant  of  our  feas;  and,  in  its 
Ihape,  its  manner  of  life,  and  its  haunts,  bears  fuch  a  fbildng  refemUance 
to  the  former,  that  it  may  perhaps  be  considered  as  a  variety. 

The  ToRSK,  or,  as  it  is  here  named,  the  tu/k  or  catfijb^  is  an  inhabit- 
ant of  the  north  feas,  and  hitherto  undifcovered  lower  than  tWs  country ; 
and,  even  here,  it  is  very*feldom  met  with,  in  comparifon  of  what  it  ie 
around  the  coaft  of  Shetland.  It  Is  caught,  however,  fometimes  here,  off 
the  burgh  of  Birfay,  Weftray  and  Sanday ;  and  perhaps  in  feveral  other 
places.  It  is  fuperior  to  all  our  fifli  in  its  greater  fitnefe  for  curing.  Its 
length  is  abmit  two  feet,  its  greateft  depth  four  and  a  half,  or  five  inches ; 
the  head  is  fmaU  in  proportion  to  the  body ;  the  upper  jaw  a  little  longer 
than  the  lower ;  both  jaws  ftimiflied  with  a  nulnba:  of  fm^l  teeth ;  and 
-on  the  chin  there  is  a  finall  fmgle  beard.  From  the  head  to  the  dorfal  fin 
is  a  deep  fiirrow ;  the  xlorfal  fin  begins  within  fix  inches  of  the  tip  of  the 
nofe,  and  extends  almoft  to  the  tail ;  the  p^floral  fins  are  finall  and 
jrounded ;  and  the  ventral  fhort,  thick,  and  flefhy,  terminating  in  four 
•points. 

The  Whistle  Fish  [gadus  mufida^  Lin.  Syft.)  or,  as  it  is  here 
named,  the  red-^ware  Jijbick^  is  a  fpecies  very  often  found  under  the  ftones 
among  the  iiea-weed,  feldom  exceeding  nine  or  ten  inches  in  length,  and, 
for  the  moft  part,  in  company  with  the  blemues.  Though  finaU,  it  is  an 
excellent  fifli  for  the  table,  were  it  caught  in  any  confiderable  number; 
which  it  is  not,  as  the  hook  is  not  made  ufe  of  for  that  puipofe,  but  only 
the  hand,  by  turning  over  the  ftones  at  low-wator. 
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The  Ling  [gadus  molva^  Lin.  Syft.)  is,  next  f5o  the  coal,  Cod-fith^ 
and  haddock,  the  moft  coiUmon  in  all  oixx  coafts,  and,  like  them  too,  it 
is  very  much  neglecfted,  equally  to  our  lofs  •  and  difgrace.  If  the  fifhing 
of  that  excellent  and  ufefiil  fpecies  were  profecuted  with  the  fame  fkill 
and  afliduity  as  it  is  by  our  enterprifing  and  intelligent  neighbours  ift 
Shetland,  it  might  be  the  means  of  both  exciting  and  employing  induflxy, 
and,  befides,  prove  the  fource  of  great  wealth.  The  few  that  are  caught  at 
prefent  are  taken  with  what  are  called  the  lon^ines,  or  lines  with  feveral 
hundred  hooks  on  each.  Thefe  the  fifliermen  bait  and  fet  in  the  evening, 
^raw  next  day,  and  fet  again  in  the  evening  as  before.  \ 

The  Whiting  {gadus  merlangus^  Lin.  Syft.)  though  rare,  muft  be 
allowed  a  place  among  our  fifties ;  as  it  is  caught  fometimes,  and  even  in 
confiderable  numbers,  efpecially  when  the  haddocks  are  on  the  coaflis  in 
plenty. 

The  Pollack  {gadus  pollacbusj  Lin.  Syft:.)  with  us  named  the 
lytb^  or  /y:^>  is  frequently  caught  clofe  by  the  fliore,  aimoft  among 
the  wrack  cm:  ware,  in  deep  holes  among  the  rocks,  gamboling  about 
in  a  froli^kfome  manner,  and  fumiflies  an  excellent  difti  for  the 
table. 

Hie  CoALFiSH,  {gadus  carbonariusj  Lin.  Syft.),  which  is  fo  well 
known  here  by  the  name  of  the  felhcky  cutb^  or  fetb^  according  as  the 
age  of  it  is  either  one  or  two  or  more  years,  is  much  more  abundant 
than  any  other,  and,  indeed,  exceeds  in  number  almbft  all  the  reft  of  our 
fifli  taken  together.  The  fry  of  this  fpecies  appear  firft  in  May,  wh^i 
they  are  fmall  in  fize,  and  few  in  number.  In  Auguft,  they  increafe 
<x)nfiderably  in  both  relpe<as ;  but  towards  winter,  when  the  feas  bqgin 
to  be  ftormy,  they  rufli  into,  and  often  occupy,  moft  of  our  bays,  in 
which  they  are  caught  in  myriads,  for  thdr  livers,  which  fbmiih  oil  for 
the  lamps,  and  their  fifli,  that  conftitutes  an  extenfive  and  valuable  arti- 
cle of  food  to  the  poor  peqple. 

The  Haddock  {gadus  cegl^nus^  Lin.  Syft:.)  is  a  fpecies  which  is  far 
from  being  in  fuch  plenty  as  the  former,  nor  does  it  feem  to  make  this 
place  its  cooftant  abode.    In  Aeir  mirations,  they  vifit  us  only  occafion- 
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.ally,  at  djl  kfSw/h  4n4  0e  caught  oii  l>p^  tfa^  eaft  and  Weft  coaft  iba  great 
es;cyeHence.  Many  more  of  Uiefe  valuable  fifli  wight  be  procured,  wese 
4he  people  poffelfed  of  vigUaint  iqdttftiy,  w  which,  though  they  be  yery 
1 800.  deficient,  this  very  funyner  ftftwn  thovfand,  of  a  vetry  fi,a?,  Jarge  Jand,  were 
taken  daily,  for  the  fpace  <^  ten  4*ys,  off  the  fo\>th-e?ift  hojidland  of  the 
ifland  of  Shapinfhay. 

The  Codfish  {gadys  morbuay  Liij.  Syft.)  !$  fomrf  in  m\ddtiide$  o^ 
all  the  banks  around  our  coafts,  whkh  ?kre  pre(ty  nunwrous ;  v^  it  pre- 
fents  an  iminenfe  treafure  to  the  iftdc^ence  pf  thp  peo{3Je,  by  whom,  at 
prefent  at  leaft,  it  feems  to  be  f^arded  with  indiflfewwe*  This>  it  j^ 
lioped,  will  not  be  the  cafe  kuog,  qcr  hibs  k  hfiW  fo  fomody,  as  hoats 
were  o^vce  Rationed  at  Waea,  GjSKliofgy,  jSi^iay,  and  jb9>$  other  j^lacefi, 
the  fble  jeno^loymM*  cf  whkh  was,  jt»  fiSi  cod,  w^uch  wen?  qw^  Awre,, 
and  thence  carried  to  the  market,  to  the  no  fmaU  emolument  of  thofe  ^g^ 
^aged  in  <he  bufine^ 

IlieiLAUNCE  [fljam4yH§  Hkmm^  tlt^^^^\  ^atrfrp^  its  im>4e  cf 
fife,  or{da«e.afrQii41$HP^:e,^  ihe/^i^f^tl,  is  «  %ajyi^ 

4id  little  iiAi,  ^nd  «»y  be  found  i»  ^  hfigj^p  of  fea4  ijolte^^by^^e/tidp?, 
where  that  fpecies,  in  great  numbers,  commonly  bury  themfelves.  T]^^ 
5*«y  -are  fomfttiwes  cw^ght,  b^t  oflt  4;ifte«,  ,as  ^t^.ar^  n9\  im^^  T^ed, 
Hrhidk  is  the  iMffe,fw^^5||E>  AS  !dt»ey  aje  itf^ul  ^  txwt^  .and  esc^e^t 
£dx  the  tahie. 

The  Wojt-f tEish,  {^mr^fws  Ijuptfu  14n-  S^),.  1)^e  ^  fmnc^^ 
hesL  ugty  antod,  is  pftes  found )»  cwf  4*a|,  ^  fii^ipetir^k^  Arawa  ;^re 
jby  4e  vicdwcp  of  tte  fip^et  jw  fienny  wjw)^^.  Th«  iBomh  c^  this  ftftc 
iis  &rra£bed  usith  ^  ipaft  .^%dy  wenpq^ns.  |^  ja^s  h^ye  brpad  an^ 
ifa-Qog  grindeiB;  ite fbr^  iSfS^  aw  feikg,  ft^  an^.c^iwli  a«^  ^T^en  the 
jtfiof  Af  jdbe  moudl  ia  i^  deilkvte  of  tQB^ 

Tiie  CojjTGjLR  (swTiWW  ^(^«r,  Xlft.  §yA*^  iVl»ich  j|^  #bouj  fix  fiMjt 
long,  and  one  in  circumference,  frequents  the  ^  fa&m^  ^ofr  M^e^  wh»e 
it  is  offaaa  cai^  by  lilies.fe  for  oth^  fiftifig,  h\*t  ^npi^h  c^^en^r  by  die 
matter,  isdiich  drag^  it.afep^?,  4?v(^urB  .a  p§rt,  ^  loa^feg  tj^  ^ea^aii^  x^ 
te  pidbod/ap,!^  «l3?op  jijrij^i,  ^  Wffiei  /#rby  tfe^  ^Psujgg;  j^plj?- 
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The  CoDTMcm  Est  {m^xna  angMUa;  Libj  Syft.)  is  t»  be  met  wWr 
in  all  our  brooks,  loths,  and  in  the  feas^  and^  at  cerbuir  hiSots,  vA.  greal:< 
plenty  in  the  harbour  of  Sttoifertelsk  The  fike  is  never  Barge,  feldoirl  'ex- 
ceeding tiwo  fbet  ami  a  hatf  ih  kngth,  ahd  its' tJncknefs  ^  m  pr<%drtiaiir 
The  ikin,  which  is  of  x  xexmsstm  tiatore,  is  ftrip^ed  dS^  and'  -wkA  to  igtti^- 
vent  thd  ciaifap ;  bull  die  fi<h  itfctf,  diot^  tecelledt  fixx^  is'  f^domi 
brought  to  the  table,  on  accbatit  of  fbme  dverfit^T  trfaidi  th^  people  haci^' 
to  it 

The  LiTTL^  PrpB^FrsH  {t^nmbut  i^iasd'ufHj  Lint  Syft.),  thoo^' 
frequently  found  under  fton^  between  high'  and'  low  water-^na^).  is  ta 
BO  efteem  withr  ud,  as  it  is  ikever  uied  as  alt  artide  6f  food ;  and  the  coat 
of  mail  widi  vfhvch  it  i^  coVel%d;^  pw^ans  ks  being  kiki&  as  bait  to  advdn^ 
tagfc 

TheSnoKTBtt  ^rthfi^  {^yngmttim  eUMs^  Lin.  9;fft.)  is  aifo  in  gres^ 
plenty,  atid  of  Very  dSff^eht  ditneailofis,^  ftcxh  fik  (6  fifbMDf  4^  a'  fasdf 
inches. 

The  Longer  Pipe-Fish  [syngnatbus  barbaruSy  Lfeit  S^)  isr  alfo  4i 
native  of  thib  {il^M,  add  vary  fiw()Q»dt  iff  QUt  ftU  i  it  hks  s^  bbdy  aSout 
the  fne  o£  a-  qifill,  dflfd:  tlnr  mbficmr  teKgAr  of  it  h  tidr*  jdfove  ewdviel 
iache^ 

The  Sba  Skat^  [cyck^^erwrUparh^  Vox.  %j9(^\&  fbimd  \fa^  ander 
ftones  atoutid:  tbe  fho0Bs  inr  nfiSHy  pliwe^y  aod  i^  be  {^ked  dp  M  gresK 
mimber^  of  about  four  incheft'  Ibng^  and  fiUany  of  d«$ffi  ibafii^ 

The  LuM'F  Fi9U  {<ychpkrKi  iM^y  Lift.  Syft),  h«e^^  dSAfominlted 
tlie  Paddle y  frequents  the  harbours  and  fSfld-bjuik^,  l^i^^,  if  k'cdtfldi^rrff 
any  ufefid'  pw^pde^  it  mi^hft  be  canght  ^di  die  titftvdft  eafe  aftid  re^fiftefs. 
Tins  fiih.  has  a  hcdioVr  uinicr  it«  ped»salr  fifi^  by  whith  it  ^oih^res  {o  fiM- 
Vf  to  t&^  Ai6nes'  or  ethtv  febftance?  td^  wMch  h  fil^es  \ieS^  dlat  ev^  a  Very 
conTiderabfe'  fesice  sip^lted^  r#taov«s  It  #ilh  diffiiidt!^. 

Hie  SroRCEOir  [ifti^nfisfpffiOy  Li&  Syil.)  i^  afdAift^  h^  ^  ca« 
tatogde  of  ouC  fHhes,-  CkK  b^caUii^h  had  beelk  ree^lKy  &it:  at  dderibed^ 
bdt  d»  t&e  authovii^  6f  ^msi  dUthblrS)  I^Kb  «te  ffaiif  f^me  Of  1^  ^>ediei^ 
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have  been  rqpeatedly  driven  afhore ;  from  which  circumftance,  they  con- 
clude them  to  be  natives  of  this  re^on. 

The  Lesser  Doo-Fish  [squtdus  catuhs^  Lin.  Syft.),  which  is  here 
named  the  daw-^^  is  caught  in  finall  quantities  on  our  coafts ;  but^  like 
others  of  the  fame  genus,  feems  to  be  migratory,  though  they  rem^n  ib 
Icmg  as  to  be  caught  in  Angle  fifh  through  ahnoft  the,  whole  fuj^om^* 
They  ^e  neither  much  valued  for  food  nor  oil* 

The  White  Shark  {squaJus  carcbarias^  Lin.  Syft.)  has  fomedme^ 
been  feen,  and  has  alio  been  driven  afhore  in  fome  places.  Thifi  £ih 
fomedmes  makes  great  defbudion  among  the  nets. 

The  Basking  Shark  [squaius  maxttmu^  Lin.  Syft.),  which  hashers 
got  the  name  of  the  boe-^notbeTj  or  bomcry  that  is  the  mother  of  the  dog- 
fifh,  is  the  moft  common  of  the  larger  fhark  kind  that  is  obferved  around 
thefe  iflands.  He  is  often  feen  rufhiog  violently  throu^  the  deep,  and 
even  fbmetimes.entering  our  creeks  and  bays.  One  of  twenty-^two  feet  long» 
and  fixteen  in  circumference,  was  about  thirty  years  ago  killed  in  the* 
harbour  of  Stronmeis. 

The  Piked,  DocJ-Fish  {squaius  acantbtas^  Lin.  Syfi),  here  knowa 
by.  the  namo.  of  the  boe^  frequendy»  vifits  our  coaib ;  and,  during  the 
Ihort  time  it  continues,  generally  driyes  off  every  other  kind  of  fifhes^l 
The  nam^  which  it  bears  is  derived  from  two  fharp  fpines  that  are*  placed 
beftnre  the  dorfal  fins,  which  dr%  a  fqrt  of  weapons  of  defence  that  it  can: 
ufe  with  much  des^terity.  The  fifh  is  dried  or  cured  for.  fixxl  to  tbei 
poor.  The  Hver  yields  a  large  quantity  of  cdl  for  their  lamps,  and.  bait  in 
plenty  is;  obt^ned  from  the  garbage. .  • 

The  TiiORNBACK  {rata  davatay  Lin.  Syft.)  ia  a  i|>ecie$  in*  fiich  plenty^ 
that  it  is  anxong  the  moft  common  captures  every  where,  but  pardouhriy 
>a  the  eddies,  or  places  where  two  or  more  currents  meet  It  takes  its. 
name  from  the  thom*-fike  prickles  with  which  its  hack  is  planted^ 

The  SHARp-NQSEDt^RAY  {rata  oxyrincbus^  Lin,  Syft)  is  alio  an  inha- 
bitant of  pur  bays  and  fhores  j  and,  in  common  wi&  rays  of  every  fhape 
and  dimenfion,  is  here  called  a  ^afc,  ot  tbornback^  the  young  of  which^ 
while  ihxall,  are  ftyled  mauiens. 
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The  Skate  (rata  batis^  Lin.  Syft.),  in  great  variety  of  fizes,  from  one 
to  four,  or  even  five  feet  in  diameter,  is  caught  in  confiderable  numbers, 
in  almofl  all  the  feas  around  us.  A  few  are  ufed  frelh  ;  moft  of  thenv 
are  dried;  and  fuch  as  are  not  too  large,  are  efleemed  fitted  for  th^ 
table. 

The  Grampus  {delphinus  orca^  Lin.  Syft.)  is  feen  in  great  numbers 
on  moft  of  our  coafts,  and  very  often  in  ftrong  and  impetuous  ctfrrents, 
fiifking  and  tumbling  about  in  a  ftrange  and  amufing  manner.  Tlieir  fize 
is  fi"om  fifteen  to  twenty,  or  even  twenty-five  feet  in  length,  and  they  are 
very  thick  in  proportion.  Their  appetite  is  fo  voracious,  and  their  nature 
fo  fierce,  that  they  do  not  hefitate  to  attack  the  largeft  fifties,  which  is 
probably  the  reafon  that  fo  many  whales  are  embayed,  driven  afliore,  and 
deftroyed  in  thefe  iflands. 

The  Propesse  [delphinus  pbocana^  Lin.  Syft:.)  is  a  fpecies  that,  during 
the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  and  part  of  Auguft,  is  often  feen  in  our 
feas,  in  herds  of  a  hundred  or  upwards ;  fometimes  in  fearch  of  their  prey^ 
and,  in  the  love  feafon,  as  often  in  purftiit  of  their  females.  Thefe  fifti 
are  migratory,  as  they  vifit  us  regularly  when  the  cold  feafon  is  over,  but  are 
never  feen  in  winter ;  and,  as  they  have  been  obferved  to  refemble  fwine 
in  their  internal  ftru&ure,  fo  they  are  here  faid  to  refemble  theil),  in  bang 
fo  much  guided  by  example,  that  if  one  of  their  nimiber  be,  by  any  means, 
forced  afliore,  the  reft  will  readily  follow  him. 

The  High-Finned  Cachalot  [pb^eter  turjio^  Lin.  Syft.)  appears^ 
fometimes  at  leaft,  to  firequent  our  feas,  as  one  of  that  kind  was,  accord- 
ing to  Sir  Robert  Sibbald,  driven  afliore  in  the  year  1687.  This  fifli 
was  a  large  female,  the  fpout-hole  in  the  firont,  the  head  eight  or  nine  feet 
tiigh,  with  teeth  only  in  the  lower  jaw.  It  had  two  perioral  fins,  and 
one  in  the  middle  of  the  back,  like  the  mizen-maft  of  a  fliip,  and  the  head 
was  fiill  of  the  beft  fort  of  fpermacetL 

The  Round-Headed  Cachalot  {pbyfeter  catodon^  Lin.  Syft.)  is 
another  fpecies,  a  hundred  and  two  of  which,  the  fame  author  informs  us, 
were  thrown  afliore  in  the  harbour  of  Kairfton,  now  Stromnefs,  the  largeft 
twenty-four  feet  Jong,  fome  eighteen,  fome  fifteen,  and  the  fmalleft 
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twelve.  He  does  not  feem  to  know  whether  they  had  ^ipout-holes,  or 
if  their  heads  contained  fpermaceti ;  but  it  is  probable  that  they  had  both> 
as  all  tlie  known  whales  of  that  genus,  that  frequeat  tlie  Britifh  feas,  are 
poflefled  of  them. 

The  Great-headed  Cachalot,  {pbyfeter  microps^  Lin.  Syft.) 
which  is  here  called  the  Spermaceti  wbale^  is  pretty  frequently  thrown 
,afliore,  and  even  fometimes  killed,  on  the  coaft ;  as  happened,  fome 
years  ago,  v^ith  one  of  about  fifty  feet  long,  in  Hoy  found*  The  oil  i& 
obtained  by  melting  and  refining  a  thick  layer  of  fpick,.  or  fat,  thfU  liea 
immediately  under  the  Ikin,  and  the  fpermaceti  by  opening  its  fkulL 

The  Beaked  Whale,  [nebbe-baal^  Pontop.  Norway.)  which  is  here 
Jmown  by  the  name  of  the  BottUn^ey  is  a  fpecics  that  is  often  thrown 
aftiore  in  confiderable  numbers,  of  different  fizes,  from  eighteen  to  tmt 
feet  in  length,  and  feems  to  be  migratory,  ^  it  appears  fometimes  plenty,^ 
and  ^^A  leaves  w  for  a  mimb^  cf  years  \  making  us  no  regular  viixts^ 
life^  the  porpefle,  and  fome  other  fifties. 

The  l^ouiNp-LippED  Wha^e  {^ah»a  mufculus^  Lin-  Syft.)  is  much 
fUjM^  frequently  feen  hwe  titan  the  oth^ers,  efpe^iolly  in  tlxe  months  of 
Jfuly  and  Auguft,  wh^n  tbe  feas  and  founds  are  full  of  herring,  on  which 
it  feems  to  depend  in  a  great  me^ure  (or  fubfift^ce.  Two  of  that  fpe^ 
cies  were  thrown  aftiore  fome  yevs  a^go,  the  one  in  Hoy,  and  the  othar 
in  Flotay,  the  length  of  which  w^  not  lefe  tbajft  fifty  feet ;  their  lip& 
were  very  thick  ;  their  mouth  was  large,  and  contained  a  quantity  of  ex-  ^ 
cellent  whalebone. . 

The  Common  Whale  [bdana  myfiicetuyy  Lin.  Syft:.)  is  an  animal  of  vaft 
fize;  which,  though  formerly  often  feen  in  this  place,  feems  now  in  a  great 
meafure  to  have  taken  its  leave  of  us  ;  being  perfiaps  forced,  by  the  great- 
er refort  of  fliipping,  to  the  northern  latitudes,  where  vaft  numbers  of 
them  are  killed  annually.  Some  of  them,  however,  have  occafionally 
been  put  alhore  ;  but  they  were  generally  fo  lean  and  fickly,  as  to  prove 
only  of  very  inconfidersJ^le  value* 

Reptiles.       .  Qf  reptiles,  the  Frog  is  the  only  genug  thM  can  be  confidered  as  an  in- 
habitant of  this  place. 
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The  Common  Frog  {rana  temporaria^  Lin.  3ytt.)  may  be  feen  rery 
frequently  in  lodhs,  and  pools  of  dirty  watef^  where  it  depofits  its  fpawn^ 
which  foon  afterwards  aflumes  the  form  of  animalcules,  making  their  wscy/ 
through  the  water,  by  means  of  the  undulatoty  molion  of  theit  tattls, 
which  are  membranous.  Their  fliape,  while  tadpoles,  is  a  flatted  hemit 
phere,  or  rather  an  ellipfe,  in  one  end  of  wliich  is  the  tail, -and  in^  the 
other  the  eyes  and  mouth.  In  this  ftate  they  continue  for  ft>me  timei,  till 
the  fore  feet  begin  to  appear,  and  the  tail,  being  no  longer  ufeful,  drops 
off,  and  the  new  formed  animal  beeomea  amphibiotts.  The  fmaM  num- 
ber of  frogs,  that  appear  in  comparifon  of  the  number  of  tadpofes,  may- 
be  partly  .owing  to  the  very  cold  weather  that  we  have  in  fpring,  and 
partly  to  the  great  number  of  fame  ducks  and  geefe  about  almoft  every 
houfe,  which  may  perhaps  devour  the  tadpoles. 

The  Toad  [rana  hnfo^  Lin  Syft.)  ie  fometimes  feen  in  (he  evenings 
in  gardens,  and  fuch  like  places,  crawling,  but  never  leaping,  as  the  frog 
does  ;  and  is  of  an  appearante,  which,  to  moft  people,  is  not  otaly  ugly 
in  the  extreme,  but  even  frightful  aAd  difgufting.  Hence  perhaps  the' 
opinion  that  ha«  very  generally  prevailed,  tharf  this^  reptile  is  pernicious^  and. 
haa  either  by  its  bite,  its  faliva,  or  fom^  othef  means,  IbmetimeB  transfufed 
its  poifon  into  men,  as  well  as  ^tfter  attimals.  But  this  opinion  is  neither 
fupported  by  the  ftru<atire  of  the  ariJmal,  as  it  Appears  on  difledion,  nor 
yet  by  the  inftances  tfitot  are  adduced,  as  they  have  never  been  coAfirmed 
by  refpeftable  teftitnony  ;  fo  that  we  are  warranted  to  conclude  that  the 
toad  is  perfefHy  harmlefs  ;  to  which  we  may,  confiftendy  vdth  truth,  add, 
that  there  is  no  Venomous  creature,  above  the  fize  of  an  infeft,  to  be 
found  through  the  whole  of  thefe  Iflands. 

As  this  country  lies  in  a  high  northern  ladttide,*in  the  trad  between  BntDi. 
the  old  and  tfee  new  continent,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Britain,  at 
no  great  diftance  frotri  Ireland  and  Iceland,  and  much  nearer  the  Ferroes, 
Shetland,  and  the  Weftem  Ifles  ;  and  as  we  have  fome  marihes,  and  plen- 
ty of  lochs,  partially  covered  with  graft,  and  many  high  and  precipitous 
rocks  and  folitary  holiAs,  a^  well  as  fome  hills  and  valleys ;  the  variety, 
no  lefs  than  the  number  of  our  birds,  muft,  it  is  evident,  be  very  confi- 
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derable.  To  each  fpedes,  therefore,  only  a  very  little  room  can  be  af- 
forded, as  it  is  our  intention  to  omit  none,  whether  permanent  or  migra- 
tory, that  have  been  fufficiendy  afcertained  to  inhabit  thefe  Iflands. 

Our  domeftic  birds  are  the  cock  and  hen,  ducks  and  geefe  in  great 
mmibers,  turkies,  and  even  fomedmes  peacocks,  which  are  reared  for 
pleafure  about  gentlemens*  houfes. 

The  TuMSTONE  or  Sea  Dotterel  [cbaradrius  monncllus^  Lin.  Syft.) 
is  found  in  fmall  flocks  on  our  (hores,  but  only  in  winter ;  and,  as  foon 
as  fpring  arrives,  it  takes  its  departure  to  the  northward,  like  moil  other 
birds  that  leave  us  in  fummer. 

The  Coot,  {fulica  atra^  Lin.  SyfL),  which  we  call  the  Snytb^r^ 
mains  with  us  the  whole  year,  and  is  found  in  feveral  places,  but  pard- 
cularly  at  Burwick,  in  South  Ronaldihay,  and  Aikemefs  in  Evie,  wher6 
it  builds  in  graily  lochs,  in  which  it  delights  to  conceal  itfelf. 

The  Gannet,  {pekcanus  hajfanm^  Lin.  Syft.),  which  has  here  got  the 
name  of  die  Solan^  or  Soland^goofe^  frequents  our  bays,  and  fifhes  in  a  very 
peculiar  manner*  The  birds  of  this  fpedes  do  not  breed  here ;  but  many 
of  them  do  on  the  Stark  of  Sulifkerry,  a  holm  or  uninhabited  ifland,  a 
IkUe  to  the  fouth-weft  of  this  country. 

The  Shao,  [pelecanus  graculus^  Lin.  Syft.),  fo  well  known  by  the 
name  of  Scarfs  is  very  frequently  feen  with  us  in  both  frefh  and  fait  wa^ 
ter,  catching  fifti,  which  it  devours  in  great  numbers. 

The  Cormorant,  or  Corvorant,  {pekcanus  carbo^  Lin.  Syft.), 
om  great  Scarfs  is  a  fpecies  not  fo  numerous  as  the  former,  but  like  it  in^ 
moft  re^jefts,  except  in  fize,  which  is  much  greater.  Both  of  them  are 
of  a  black  colour,  build  on  rocks,  Kve  on  fifli,  and  remsdn  with  us  con^ 
ftandy. 

TTie  Golden  Eye  {anas  clangtda^  Lin.  Syft.)  is  feen  here  only  in 
livinter,  and  in  flocks  of  about  a  dozen :  it  is  eafily  diftinguiflied  from  all 
the  duck  kind  by  its  bill,  which  has  a  white  fpot  at  each  of  its  comers. 

The  Teal  {anas  crecca^  Lin.  Syft.)  continues  in  thi*  place  the  whole 
year ;  biulds  in  marlhy  or  wet  ground,  often  in  rufh  buihes ;  and  is  a 
very  beautiful  bird,  of  wluch  our  Atteal  is  perhaps  only  a  variety. 
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The  Garganny  {anas  querquedula^  Lin.  Syft.)  is  frequently  feen  in 
our  lochs  when  the  weather  is  mild,  and  in  the  fea  when  it  b  ftormy  :  it 
~  is  migratory. 

The  WiGEON  [anas penelope^  Lin.  Syft.)  is  pretty  often  feen  here; 
bur  whether  refident  or  migratory  is  as  yet  a  matter  of  uncertainty.  The 
fpecies  choofe  for  their  favourite  haunt  the  loch  of  Skail,  in  company 
with  many  of  the  duck  kind,  which  refort  thither  to  live  on  eels,  the  lar-- 
va  of  the  ephem^a,  and  pond-weed,  which  grows  there  in  great  plenty. 

The  SwALLOW-T AILED  Shieldrake  {onas  glacialisj  Lin.  Syft.)  is 
the  conftant  inhabitant  of  our  frefli  water  lochs,  from  its  arrival  in  0£to^ 
ber,  till  the  month  of  April,  when  it  departs  for  the  fummer. 

The  Pintail  Duck,  {aftas  acuta^  Lin.  Syft.),  which  has  here  got 
the  name  of  the  caloo^  or  coal  and  candle  Ugbty  from  the  found  it  utters, 
is  often  feen  in  difierent  places  through  the  winter ;  but  on  the  retum  of 
i^ring  it  d^arts  for  fome  other  country. 

The  Mallard^  {anas  bofcbas^  Lin.  Syft.)^  our  fiockduck^  is  a  pretty- 
numerous  fpecies^  which  builds  in  marflies^  meadows  and  holms^  through  < 
all  the  Iflands. 

The  Shieldrake,  {anas  tadoma^  Lin.  Syft),  whidi  is  here,  on  ac* 
count  of  its  habits,  named  ^^Jly-goofty  is  the  moft  beautiful  of  the  genus  - 
found  in  this  country.     In  fpring  it  arrives  and  builds  in  the  hdes  of  the 
earth,  very  often  in  fuch  as  had  been  dug  iqp  and  occupied  by  rabbits, . 
and  when  the  breeding  feafon  is  over,  it  retires,  perhaps  to  a  warmer 
climate.. 

The  TuFXEi)  Duck,  {anms  fuligida^  Lin.  Syft),  is  not  an  inhabitant 
of  this  place,,  nor  does  it^ ev^ot  make  u»  a  tranfient  viiit,  unleis  when  com- 
pelled by  the  violence  of  a  ftorm ;  in  that  cafe,  it  leaves  us  agsdn  with . 
the  very,  firft  favourable  w^eather. 

The  Eider  Duck,  [anas  molUjfima^  Lin.  Syft),  which  is  our  dunUr 
goofcy  frequents  all. our  founds  and  bays  in: winter^  and.  leaves  us  in  the? 
fpring,  with  die  exceptionof  a  few,  that  breed  in  the  holm  of  Papay**^* 
Weftray,  where  they  form  their  nefb  of  fean^weed,  and  p)uck.  the  richi 
foft  down  from  thdr  ownbreaib  to  line  them.  . 
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The  Brent  Goose,  {anas  bermcla^  Lin.  Syft.),  known  with  us  by 
the  name  oi  hora-gorfe^  is  fometimes  feen  in  Hoy*  and  Deerfound  in  win* 
ter,  the  only  feafon  of  its  appearance  ;  and  as  it  has  not  been  particularly 
examined,  we  can  only  mention  it  as  a  large  grey  bird,  with  a  black  head 
and  a  hoaHe  cry. 

The  Bbrnacle  {arms  eryii^opus^  Lin.  Syft.)  makes  its  appearance 
here  fometimos  in  the  fpring ;  jM-obably  in  its  paflage  northwards,  as  it 
does  not  feem  to  breed  in  thia  country.  This  bird  waa  fcf  merly  beHered 
to  be  fprung  from  a^^^fh  {lepas  anatifera^  Lin*),  the  fli^fl  of  which  is 
frequently  driven  aihore  in  this  place,  adhering  to  wood,  tangles,'  and  fuch 
like  fubftances* 

The  G cos B  {ands  anftr^  Lin.  Syft.)  in  its  WiH  ftate  is  not  Yery  often 
met  with  ;  but  the  tame  are  bred  in  fuch  numbers,  that  every  Ihtle  farmer 
rtara  a  flock  on  which  he-  pattly  lubfifts,  and  with  which  he  p^s  fome 
part  of  his  rent  annually.  They  alfe  of  an  excelfertt  kind ;  nuich  vahied 
for  the  taWe  when  frefh ;  and,  when  faked  and  fmofced,  which  they  of- 
ten aw,  tljtey  make  an  article  In  our  exports,  as  is-  the  cafe  aHb  with  their 
quills  and  feathers,  that  are  flill  more  valuable. 

The  WiLB  SwAK  ft^MOs  cygnus^  Lin.  Syft.)  is  f?mnd  We  in  all  fea- 
fons^  as  fome  of  them  cetwinly  bdld  wilh  us ;  but  thefe  are  few,  in  ccm- 
parifon  of  thfe  great  iwmber  that  rifit  us  ha  Oftober  from  the  north,  and 
remain  with  u^  through  the  whble  winter. 

The'  Goosander,  {mergus  nufganfer^  Lin.  Syfi),  the  harte  oi  this 
country,  remains  with  us  conftandy,  and  may  be  feen  every  day  in  the 
lochs,  and  in  the  fea*:  it  bu3db  in  tfie  fjjfiall  hoFms  in  the  loch' of  Stennis, 
in  autumn  ;  in^  winter,  if  iies  in  large  flfecfts,  but  pairs  in  the  bueedmg 
feafon. 

The  Stormfinch  {procellaria pelagka^  Um.  Syft.),  om  alamonfi^  h 
very.fise^pently  feen  in  the.  friths  and  founds ;  but  it  never  approaches  the 
fhoiegylunle&to  build,  which  it  does  on  die  rocks  ;  and,  as  foon  as  the 
biredting  feafon  i#  ov^",  it  d^arts  till  next  feafbnf. 
..jiThBB'rSMA'R WATER  {pr^cellaria- p^J^jn^  lAttiSy^)^  our  lyfe^  is  a 
migratory  bird,  which  generdUy  comes  to  the  rocks  in  February  or  March, 
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and,  ibme  time  after  its  arrival,  buikk  in  the  crevices  of  them ;  it  lays  a 
fingle  white  e^,  much  like  that  of  a  hen,  but  more  obtufe  at  the  ends. 
In  Augiiift,  the  young  erf  the  fpeciee  are  caught,  "whep^  they  are  very  fat ; 
and  by  ibme  they  are  reckoned  excdlent  eatings  From  the  forni  of  its 
bill,  no  le&  than  from  the  contents  that  have  been  found  in  its  (lomach,. 
it  is  highly  probable  that  this  bird  liv^  by  its  induftry  as  a  fiiher. 

The  Greater  Tern  {Jlema  birundoy  Lin.  Syft.),  which  is  here 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Rittocby  appears  only  in  fummer,  and  breeds 
in  the  little  holms,  or  iflets,  in  the  fea  and  firelh  water  lochs,  where  it 
meets  with  no  difturbance. 

The  Pewit  Gull  {lams  ridtbundus^  \asl  Syft.),  here  called  the  hood- 
id-crow^  i&  frequently  feen  in  fpring,  and  fometimes  in  fummer  j  and 
builds  in  the  grafly  lochs  and  little  hdmiA  which  the  Ifiands  contain,  efpe*- 
cially  in  tiiofe  of  £vie  and  Stennis. 

The  Tarrock  (^tr/w  trida^hsy  Lin.^  Syft.),  which  feems  to  be  o^lr 
iittywake^  ia  by  far  the  moft  cofwnon  of  the  kind  in  thb  place  ;  and  in- 
^dMd  to  fuch  a  degree  does  this  species  cover  t3ie  riocks  with  its  numbers, 
that  they  appear  white  at  a  diftance.  , 

The  CowMOwr  Gull:  (larus  camiSy  Lin.  Syft.),  our  fea-maw^  or 
i«u&/ftw3eaftr,  is  <£o  ntimaraus  on  ail  our  ft^ies,  rocks,  hays,  and.  harbours,, 
that  their  hoife  is  ibmetimes  ^£ign^^fe.. 

The  Brown  and  White  Gull  {Jarus  tKtvius^  Lim  Syft.),  which: 
the  people  here  caU  the  fcorty^  ts  much  more  rarely  met  with  than  moft 
others ;  but  in  fpring  it  may  frequently  be  feen  in  the  fields,  affiduoufly 
attending  the  fwine,  and  ftiaring  wiiat  thefe  animals  procure  from  the. 
ground. 

Tlie  Herring  GuLl  [larm  fufcusy  Lin.  Syft.)  may  be  feen  in  great 
ambers  on  all  our  rocks,  which  are  the  haunts  of  this  fpeci«,  where, 
without  interruption,  it  builds  and  rears  its  young. 

The  Arctic  Gull  [larus  parafiticus^  Lin.  Syft.),  which,  from  its, 
mode  of  life,  or  mannar  ef  fubfiftence,  has  got  the  name  of  the  Scouti^ 
aulifty  is  a  migratory  bird,  that  comes  in  the  month  of  May,  and  takes  its 
leave  of  us,  with  the  great  tera  or  fea  fwallow;  it  builds  in  marfhy 
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•ground,  and  fometimes  among  heath,  in  company  with  the  fnipe  and  the 
.lapwing. 

The  Great  Black  and  White  Gull  {larus  marinusy  Lin.  SylL), 
'OUT  blackjacked  mawj  or  as  it  is  fometimes  CBliedJivartbacky  is  the  largeft 
of  the  gull  kind  in  our  feas.  It  continues  the  whole  year ;  builds  on  the 
fhelves  of  infulated  rocks  around  the  fhores ;  and  is  fo  voracious  a  bird, 
'that,  like  the  eagle,  it  will  devour  fifli,  flefh^  carrion  of  any  fort,  and  even 
garbage. 

The  Red-throated  Diver  {colymbusfcptentrionaUs^  Lin.  Syft.),  the 
raingoofe  of  this  place,  is  a  conftant  inhabitant,  and  builds  on  the  bank 
-of  a  lake  in  Hoy  and  in  other  places,  fo  that  it  can  Aide  into  the  water  at 
ipleafure,  through  which  it  makes  its  way  with  great  rapidity,  though  it 
•can  neither  ftand  nor  walk  on  land  on  accoimt  of  its  particular  formation. 
In  flying,  which  it  does  fometimes  very  high,  it  utters  a  howling  or  croakr 
ing  noife,  which  the  country  people  confider  as  an  indication  of  rain ; 
^nd,  fix)m  this  circtimftance,  it  has  got  the  name  which  it  bears,  with  the 
.addition  of  goojc^  an  appellation  beftowed  on  abnoft  every  fwimming  bird 
in  this  country. 

The  Grey  Speckled  Diver  {loon  willy  Omith.),  which  is  here  nam- 
/ed  the  Joon^  appears  only  in  winter  on  our  fhores,  and  in  fpring  removes 
probably  to  the  north,  in  fearch  of  a  place  for  more  quiet  incubation. 

The  Immer  {colymbus  immery  Lin.  Syft.),  which  is  the  embery  or  im^ 
mer  goofe  of  this  country,  is  a  ijpecies  that  may  be  feen  in  (ingle  birds,  or 
at  moft  two  or  three  together,  in  many  of  our  bays  and  foimds  at  all  fea^ 
fons.  As  this  bird  feems  ndlher  able  to  fly,  nor  is  ever  feen  on  land ; 
and,  as  both  the  place  and  manner  of  its  breeding  are  as  yet  unknown, 
•credulity  has  led  fome  to  think,  that  its  egg  is  hatched  under  its  wing  in 
a  hole,  which  nature  has  prepared  for  that  purpofe,  {a)  or  that  this  func- 
tion is  performed  under  the  water,  (b) 

The 


(j)  Wallace's  Dtfcription  of  Orkney. 

[b)  Sir  Robert  Sibbald's  Hiftory  of  Scotland.     Anfcr  qui  nidulari  fub  aqua^  et  fub 
akqua  etiam  ovis  incubare  traditur. 
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TTie  Great  Northern  Diver  [celymbus  gkcialis^  Xin.  Syft.), 
though  a  very  different  bird  frOm  the  former,  is  here  called  th*  ember 
goofe  alfo,  and  is  frequently  iilet  with  in  all  our  feas ;  but  particularly  in 
our  bays  and  harbours,  which  it  enters  in  piufuit  of  fmall  fifh,  its  only 
fubfiftence.  The  fimilarity  that  has  been  obferved  in  the  nature  and  po- 
fition  of  the  feet  and  winga  of  this  bird  and  the  former,  and  our  ignoraade 
of  the  place  of  breeding  of  the  one  as  wdl  as  the  other,,  have  given  rife* 
to  the  fame  ridiculous  opinion  refpeding  its  mode  of  hatching.  This  is- 
Ae  largeft  diver  we  have,  as  the  length  is  three  feet  and  a  half,  the  breadth 
four  feet  eight  inches,  and  its  weight  not  left  than  fixteen  pounds. 

The  Black  Guillemote  [colymbus  grylUy  Lin.  Syft.),  or,  as  we* 
call  it,  the  tji/Ie^  remains  with  us  all  the  year,  and  may  be  feen  fiihing  in 
our  founds  and  friths,  even  in  the  very  word  weather  in  winter. 

The  Guillemote  {colymbus  troile^  Lin.  Syft.),  here  die^a/,  re- 
mains with  us  all  the  vnnter^  fr^uents  the  rocks  around  the  fhores  in 
large  flocks,  in  company  with  thde  of  its  kind,  and,  like  them  too,  lays 
cHily  one  egg,  which  is  large  and  beautifril. 

The  Little  Auk  {alca  alce^  Lin.  Syft.)  may  be  feai  on. our  rocks* 
pretty  frequently.. 

The  PUEFIN  (^?/fa  ardtica^  Lin.  Syft.),  the  coulterneby  or  tommy  noddte^ 
of  th&  place,  is  feen  very  often  on  our  rocks ;  it  builds  in  holes  under' 
ground,  and  lays  but  one  egg; 

The  Auk  {alca  torda^  Lin.  Syft.),  the  fame  with  our  baukie^  comes 
hither  in  March,  and  v^hout  delay  takes  pofleifion  of  almoft  all  the  high- 
rocks  on  the  headlands,  where  it  lays  only  one  large  egg  in  the  fhelve  of 
a  bare  rock,  expofed  to  the  heat  of  the  fxm,  which  probably  affifts  in 
hatching  it. 

Tlie  White  and  Dusky  Grebe  [colyndmrminor^  Briflfon^)  is  the- 
only  fpecies  of  grd^e  known  as  an  inhabitant  of  this  place.  They  are  ^ 
found  in  the  bays,  lochs,  and  even  in  the  dirty  pods  of  frefli  v^rater  in  all^ 
feafons,  and  build  among  the'grafe  in  the  loch  of  Aikemefsj  and  other* 
fimilar  places, 
•   1  Q  q  '    The:^ 
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The  Red  Scolop-tobd  Sandpipeu  {tringa  byptrhna^  Lin.  Syft,) 
is  a  bird  thait  has  been  feen  fometimes  in  this  country. 

The  Water  Hen  [fuUca  chioropus^  Lin.  Syft.)  is  a  fpecies  found  ia 
^plenty  in  the  loch  oF  Evie,  where  among  the  weeds  k  builds  its  neft,  and 
breeds  feveral  times  in  the  year ;  it  lays  feven  eggs  of  a  dirty  white,  fpot- 
ted  with  a  nifty  colour ;  and,  in  order  to  make  way  for  a  new  brood,  k 
drives  off  its  young  as  foon  as  they  are  aWe  to  procure  fubMence  for 
themfdves. 

The  Land  Rail  {railiu  crcxy  Lin.  Syft.),  which  is  fo  well  known  by 
.  the  name  of  the  corncrake^  comes  about  the  mondi  of  May,  and  remain* 
till  the  breeding  feafon  be  over ;  it  builds  in  the  richeft  fields  of  cmn  afid 
grafs,  among  which  k  is  accuftomed  to  hide  itielf,  and  lays  fixteea  eggs : 
while  it  is  hatching  them,  it  fometimes  periUhca  by  dhe  feverity  of  the 
weather. 

The  Water  Rail  {raUns  aquaticus^  Lin,  Syft.)  has  been  feen  fome^ 
ticaes,  though  very  rardy,  in  tfiis  country. 

The  Sea  Pie  {bamatopus  ojimlegus^  Lm.  Syft.),  which  in  fome  place* 
here  gets  the  name  of  the  /colder^  may  be  feen  firequendy  on  our  rocky 
coafts,  where  it  lives  on  limpets  and  odier  ftiell-fifti,  and  bmids  and  re^ 
mains  with  us  conftaatly. 

The  Sea  Lauk  {cbaradrius  hiaticuta^  Lin.  Syft:.)^  the  fame  with  our 

Jand  lark^  is  feen  in  vaft  flocks  around  all  our  fandy  bays  and  fliores,  et* 

pecially  in  winta: ;  but  as  foon  as  fummar  arrives,  they  retire  to  the  bare 

and  barren  brakes,  where  they  build  a  fmall  neft  on  the  ground,  and  lay 

four  eg^  of  a  whitifh  colour. 

The  Grey  Vlove^  {cbaradrius  plu^OiaUsy  Lin.  Syft),  or  wiA  us  fim*. 
ply  the^/ov^r,  may  be  found  at  all  times  of  the  year  ;  but,  in  die  month 
of  Auguft,  the  flocks  coniift  of  many  thoufands,  in  whidi  they  remain 
till  the  winter  ftorms  drive  d»m  down  to  dse  fea^^hores,  where  they  live 
on  infe&s  and  fea-worms,  like  the  other  waders. 

The  Du  JJLIN  {tringa  alpina^  Lin.  Syft.),  in  finall  flocks,  frequents  our 
low  fandy  fliores  during  the  winter  ;  but  in  fpring,  wkhdraws  to  the  mar- 
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fhy  parts  of  the  hiUa,  for  th«  purpofe  of  hatching  and  rearing  its  ofl^ 
4>ring. 

The  PtTRR  [tringa  cinclusy  Lin.  Syft.)  is  alfo  to  be  found  in  finall 
flocks  in  winter ;  but  in  fpring  it  retires  to  the  hills  to  breed,  in  company 
with  die  fea  or  fand  larks. 

The  Turnstone  {tringa  interpresy  Lin.  Syft.)  comes  to  us  in  fevere 
fnowy  winters,  when  it  may  be  feen  in  fmall  flocks  of  fix  or  feven  each, 
by  the  fea-fide  ;  but  it  never  remains  throu^  the  fummer,  rcdring,  like 
Hwft  ^the  birdis  that  vifit  us  in  winter,  to  the  more  northern  countries 
to  build  with  the  otha-  grdla.. 

The  Redshank  {^fcolopax  calidris^  Lin.  Syft.)  continues  widi  us  die 
whole  ye^ ;  builds,  in  the  marihy  hills  in  fummer ;  and,  when  winter  ap- 
proaches, retires  to  the  fea-fide,  where  it.  finds  fuitable  fuftenance. 

The  Lapwing  (tringa  "oantllus^  Lin.  SyfL),  which,  from  the  found 
it  utters,  has  the  name  of  the  tuwboap  here,  comes  early  in  the  fpring ; 
builds  in  begs  or  madhy  grounds,  lays  four  eggs,  and  difcovers  the  moft 
JHKrepid  bravery  ia  defending  its  neft  and  young  in  the  hreeduig  fea- 

The  God  WIT  [fcolopax  agocepbalcy  Lib.  Syii)  is  very  rarely  met 
wkh  in  this,  place,  and  ife  perhaps  only  a  vifitor  ;  as  are  alfo  xh^  greenjha?ik 
^d  woodcock^  which  have  been  ieea  fometimes,  though  very  feldom. 

The  Jack.  Snipe  {Jcolop&x galUmday  Lin.  SyfL)  is.ieen  here,  though 
IKK  very  often:  it  frequents  marihy  moors,  fits  clofe,  and  is  difficult  to 
fpring,  and  builds  here,  as  it  has  been  met  with  in  fummer. 

The  Snipe  [Jcolopax  gaUinagOy  Lia  SyfL),  which  is  here  named  the 
boarfgouky  couthiuea  with  us  the  whole  year ;  builds  in  die  wet  ground 
on  the  hills ;  hys  from,  four  to  fix  eggs  ;  and  in  winter  has  recourfe  to 
die  fea,  oa:  the  fpring^  of  frelh  water.. 

The  CuRjLEvv  [Jcdopa^c  orquata^  Lin.  Syft.),  our  w>&ija/,  is  one  of 
the  waders  that  is  moft  commonly  met  with  about  our  fhores,  and  very 
4)ften  in  flocks.  It  builds  on  all  our  moft  retired  hill$,  among  which  may 
^  reckpned  thofe  of  Hoy,  Waes,  Haray,  Rendal,  and  Roufay. 

Qq.2.  Thc}. 
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Tlie  Heron  [ardea  cinerea^  Lin,  Syft.)  has  a  finall  body  and  a  large 
flight,  to  procure  its  food  from  a  diflance ;  long  legs,  for  wading  to  fome 
depth  in  the  water ;  and  a  very  long  neck  and  fharp  edged  biH,  to  enable 
it  to  detain  its  prey.  If  the  crane  and  the  bittern  are  to  be  ranked  among 
our  birds,  they  muft  certainly  be  clafTed  with  the  ftrangers,  which  are 
^ven  in  by  ftorms,  or  fome  unknown  accidents,  and  that  perhaps  only 
twice  or  thrice  in  a  century. 

The  Crested  Heron  [ardea  major^  Lin.  Syft.)  is  very  frequendy 
ieen  with  us  in  winter,  and  often  in  flocks  of  fifty :  but  whether  this 
fpecies  continues  with  us  the  whole  year  or  not,  is  a  matter  of  uncer- 
tainty. 

The  Sand  Martin  {hirundo  ripariay  Lin.  Syft.)  is  here  the  moft 
common  of  the  fwallow  tribe ;  it  may  often  be  feen  on  the  lochs  of  Sten- 
nis  and  Skail,  on  the  banks  of  which,  among  the  (and,  it  builds  it6  neft, 
which  is  compofed  of  flraw,  hay,  feathers,  and  other  foft  materials. 

The  Martin  {hirundo  urhica^  Lin.  Syft.),  befides  feveral  other 
places  where  it  may  be  feen,  haunts  the  cathedral  of  St  Magnus,  in  Kirk- 
wall, in  the  windows  of  which,  during  fummer,  it  builds  its  neft  of  clay, 
and  in  winter  leaves  us  for  fome  other  country. 

The  House  Swallow  {hirundo  rujiica^  Lin.  Syft.)  is  found  here, 
though  not  in  great  mmibers  ;  it  builds  in  the  chimneys  of  the  houfes  in 
Kirkwall,  and,  like  the  reft  of  the  race,  leaves  us  in  winter. 

The  White  Ear  {motacilla  ananthe^  Lin.  Syft.),  here  denominated 
the  chack^  is  a  migratory  bird,  renuuning  with  us  through  the  fummer 
-and  harveft,  in  the  end  of  which  it  departs ;  but  not  till  it  has  built 
its  neft  and  reared  its  young,  which  it  does  in  old  walls  and  under 
ftones. 

The  Goldencrested  Wren  {motacilla  regulus^  Lm.  Syft.)  is  a 
very  beautifiil  littie  bird,  and  pretty  frequendy  feen  in  this  place,  where 
it  breeds  and  has  its  conftant  refidence. 

The  Wren  {motacilla  troglodytes^  Lin.  Syft.)  in  winter  builds  in  the 
\valls  of  the  houfes,  making  a  large  neft  of  mofs,  lined  with  fome  fofter 
jnaterials,  in  which  it  lays  eggs,  to  the  nimiber  of  fifteen  or  upwards. 
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The  Redbreast  {motacUla  ruhecula^  Lin.  Syft.)  never  migrates,  but 
remains  with  us  the  whole  year,  and  builds  about  the  farm-^houfes  and 
bams,  in  holes  of  the  walls  or  in  rocks. 

The  White  Wagtail  {motadlla  alha^  Lin.  Syft.)  is  one  of  our  mi- 
gratory fmall  birds,  and  continues  only  a  fhort  time  with  us ;  coming 
early  in  fpring,  and  building  in  holes  of  walls,  and,  as  feon  as  incubation 
IS  over,  retiring  immediately.  Its  ordinary  haunts,  while  it  ftays,  are  in 
the  vicinity  of  watery  places,  where  it  feeds  on  infects  ;  and  it  may  often 
be  obferved  attending  the  plough,  in  order  to  pick  up  worms. 

The  Tit-Lark  [cdauda  pratenfts^  Lin.  Syft.)  is  a  fpecies  of  bird  very 
commonly  met  with  here,  and  continues  with  us  conftantly  ;  in  fummer 
withdrawing  to  build  on  the  hills  and  in  the  fields,  and  in  winter  betaking 
itfelf  to  the  fea-fide,  where  it  lives  on  various  forts  of  infefts  ;  and  when 
the  weather  in  that  (eafon  is  extremely  fevere,  even  approaching  houfes. 

The  Sky-Lark  {alauda  arvcnfis^  Lin.  Syft.)  remains  with  us  con- 
ftantly ;  it  begins  to  fing  about  the  firft  of  February,  and  continues  its 
pleafant  notes  for  the  moft  part  of  fummer. 

The  Mountain  Linnet,  or  Twite,  {Jringilla  montana^  Lin.  Syft.) 
is  eafily  diftinguiftied  from  the  reft  of  the  genus  by  the  beautiful  purple 
^t  on  its  rump  ;  it  continues  with  us  all  the  year,  and  builds  in  heathy 
places.  * 

The  Lesser  Redheaded  Linnet  [fringilla  Hnarla^  Lin.  Syft.) 
may  be  very  often  feen  in  winter  about  farm-yards,  and  in  the  breeding 
feafon  building  among  the  fmall  ftirubs  and  heath  in  the  hills  and  valleys 
of  Hoy. 

The  Linnet  {la  linotCy  BrifTon.  av.)  is  a  bird  that  may  be  very  fre- 
quently met  with  in  this  place,  where  it  builds  among  the  ftuiibs  that 
grow  on  the  banks  of  rivulets,  but  never  among  heath.  It  remslins  in  the 
Iflands  during  the  whole  year. 

The  Chaffinch  {fringilla  ctelebs^  Lin.  Syft;.)  may  be  feen  frequently 
in  fpring,  and  probably  continues  through  the  year,  at  leaft  fome  few  of 
the  fpecies  do,  which  build  in  Hoy,  and  in  gardens* 
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The  Greater  Brambling  {emberiza  nivalis^  Lin.  Syft.),  ourjkow^ 
fiake^  is  a  migratory  bird,  and  in  fome  years  appears  in  vaft  numbers  fromt 
the  north ;  it  continues  with  us  the  moft  part  of  the  winter,  departs  in 
fpring,  and  is  feen  no  jnore,  till  forced  hack  by  the  feverity  of  tli^  wea- 
ther next  feafon. 

The  Bunting  [emberiza  miUaria^  Lin.  SylL)  is  a  bird  that  continues, 
with  us  the  whole  year^  builds  in  fields  of  com,  and  is  fhot  in  great  numr-> 
bers  in  the  farm-yards,  as  it  is  much  valued  for  the  table. 

The  Sparrow  [fringilla  domefticay  Lin.  Syft.)  is  a  ipeciee  that  fre- 
quents this  place  in  myriads,  commits  great  devaflation  in  fach  ooni^fields 
as  are  firft  ripe  in  the  feafon,  builds  wherev^er  it  finds  the  laaA  convenien-^ 
cy,  and  often  drives  ihejiafr  from  its  neft,  in  ocder  that  it  may  take  po£- 
feffion* 

The  Blackbird  [turdus  mertda^  Lin.  S^ylL)  ia  ia  Hoy  £bund  in  paim 
in  fuinmer,  apd  in  fingk  birds  in  winter. 

The  Redwing  {tardus  iliacus^  Lin.  Syft.)'a,  &»:  the  moft  p^  of  foov- 
mer,  and  always  in  harveft,  may  be  fiecn  in  Hoy^  where  it  probably  boikk. 
tmoflijg  the  fhrubs  in  tfae  vaMeys^ 

r  The  Song  .Thrush,  or  Throstle  {iardid^  W^^^^^  Iiit).  S)fft.), 
wlwch'WeoJl  the  mavis ^  may  be  feea'  frequeody  among  ^  boihes-  ia 
the  glens  of  Hoy,  and  fometimes  in  the  gardens  of  Kirkwall,  where  it 
builds  its  finely  plaftered  neft  oa  the  (hnibs  or  ftunted  fruit  trees. 

The  FiELDPARE  [turdus  pilaris y  Lin.  Syft.)  makes  U6  pretty  regtilai: 
vifits  in  autumn,  but  neither  builds  with  us  nor  remains^  through  the  wia- 
ter,  and  only  perhaps  touches  here  in  its  way  from  the  north  to  a  iwore: 
genial  climate. 

'The  Stare  [Jlurnus  vtdgaris^  Lin.  Syft.),  which  is  ^  innocent^  prnt-^ 
tling^  mimicking  birdi^  is  very  often  feen  m  this  c^mntiy,.  where  it  boikia 
in  old  houfes,  churches  and  fea-rocks ;  and,  ^as  focrve  think,  breeds  twice 
in  tl>e  lame  feafoix  They  Ure,  on  worms  and  ifrifeds  as  their  ordinary 
means  of  fubfiftence ;  but  in  winter  tliey  cojwnonly  retire  to  the  iea-^ide^ 
and  feed  on  what  are  called  the  fea^-Uce,  or  cancer. pukx  of  Linnaeils* 
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The  Grous  {lagopus  alt^ra^  Plinii,  Raii  Syft*)  frequents  the  hills  of 
Hoy,  Wafis,  Roufay,  Reodal,  Holm,  and  fome  other  parts  tlirough  the 
Ulands  ;  and  though  in  fome  of  thefe  they  are  pretty  numerous,  they  are 
not  fo  .much  fo  as  on  many  of  the  raountains  in  Scotland.  Partridgts  we 
have  none,  nor  does  the  place  feem  calculated  for  them,  aa  fome  paira 
*were  fome  y^ars  agp  brought  to  Waes  by  way  of  experiment,  which  aU 
loon  periihed,  owing  perhaps  to  their  not  findiaag  convenioat  food,  or 
more  probably  to  want  of  ihelter. 

The  Common  Pig£on  [cdtttnba  emas^  lin^  Syft.)  is  found  very  fre* 
quendy  cm  aJinoil  all  cmr  rocks,  vefaere  it  builds  in  caves,  much  fardier  in 
than  either  the  auks  or  gulb,  or  moB:  other  fea^^fowl,  except  fome  of  the 
petrels. 

The  Cuckoo  [cuculus  canorus^  Lin.  Syft.),  or  goui  of  thid  place,  is 
found,  though  but  rarely,  in  the  retired  and  romantic  hills  of  Hoy  itfid 
Waes*  .      .     , 

The  Jackdaw  {corves  mcmedulc^  Liil.  Syft.),  which  is  Iiere. named 
ih^kae^  as  in  feveral  ether  places,  has  been  ibund  ducit^  the  breeding 
feafon  in  South  Ronaldfhay  and  Waes,  where  it  builds  in  Ae  hdes  of  lihe 
tt)cks  with  tbe^y2fl^A  aitrfjw^  Hk^tM^c^  ik>  common 

In  t)ie  f(>ath,  is  M^dr  ieea  bese^  and  the  rooi^  if  il:  ev-er  .appears,  is  fup^ 
pofed  to  portend  a  famxile ;  and  as  for  ithe  vDoodptckets^  we  tip  not  feem 
to  have  one  of  the  genus. 

The  RoYSTON  Crow  [forvus  ^hmm^  Lin.  Sy^)  remains  with  us 
the  .whole  year,'  and  in  ihe  breoding  feafon  deftroyrmany  of  the  dhicbens^ 
but  at  od«r  times  ^aoiitents  i^fctf  witfi  Itdiwas  and  garbage.  They  are  very 
num«ous,  build  in  the  rocks,  ibrm  their  nefts  of  flicks,  and  line  them 
with  fome  fofter  materials  ;  and,  thmu^  the  winter,  £nmliarly  hover  a* 
rcmcid  theh<)»ifi».     /         .  . 

J^ieKAVEW^.  [eornmsmrwi^  Liii.iJyft.)  wMcfa  «  our  corhy^  is  feen 
abnoft  evihy  where  in  winter  and^ring,  hut  is  very  ihy  or  wild :  it  re- 
inaoas  tiie  whole  year;  aad  in /breeding  thne,  while  its  young  are  in  the 
tieft,  is  extremely  deftrudive.todaiiiU%4ngs, -and  b^^ 
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The  Brown  Owl  [^rix  utuluy  Lin.  Syft.)  is  a  fpecies  found  in  the 
hilly  parts  in  fummer  ;  but  as  it  is  never  feen  in  winter,  it  is  probably  mi- 
gratory. 

The  White  Owl,  [Jirix  fammea^  Lin.  Syft.)  the  bowkt  of  this 
place,  is  found  in  the  more  retired  places  of  Hoy  in  fummer,  where  it 
builds ;  but  at  other  dmes  it  is  more  domeftic,  and  ventures  into  old 
houfes,  ruins  and  churches. 

The  Short-eared  Owl  (Brit  ZooL  Na  66.)  may  be  found  fre- 
quendy  in  the  hills  of  Hoy,  where  it  builds  among  the  heath,  and  during 
the  breeding  feafon  it  fomedmes  purfues  pigeons  in  day-4ight,  and  picks 
up  chickens  from  the  very  doors  of  the  houfes. 

The  Eagle  Owl,  [Jirix  bubo^  Lin.  Syft.)  our  katogle  oxjiock-^wl^  is 
but  rarely  met  with,  and  only  on  the  hilly  and  retired  parts  of  the  coun- 

The  Merlin,  {renurillon^  Briflbn.)  is  often  feen  fkimming  along  the 
fields  in  fearch  of  its  prey,  which,  as  it  flies  low,  it  lolls  with  the  ftroke  of 
its  wing :  though  it  be  imall,  it  is  inferior  to  none  of  the  tribe  in  either 
fpirit  or  agility. 

The  Sparrow  Hawk,  {fdco  nyks^  Lin. -Syft.)  which  is  a  very  mif- 
-chifevobs  fpecies,  is  voy  often  feen  on  our  rocks,  and  on  th^  fteep  fides 
of  the  hills,  where  it  builds  and  defends  its  ndl,  if  attacked,  with  the 
utmoft  violence  and  intrepidity. 

'?\i  The  Kestril  \^filco  iinnunculus^  Lin.  Syft.),  which,  from  its  mo- 
ricm  in  the  adr,  we  name  the  winda^eTj  may  frequently  be  obferved,  as 
if  ikdoned  vrith  its  eyes  fixed  oa  the  groimd,  to  diicover  its  prey,  fmall 
birds  mice  and  chickens,  on  which  it  darts  down  with  fuch  unerring 
ipeed,  that  they  very  feldom  efcape  its  talons. 

The  Hen  Harrier  [falco  cyaneus^  Lin.  Syft.),  here  the  katabelia:^ 
taifpecieS  very  often  met  with.  It  remains  with  us  the  whole  year; 
jmpioach^.  nearer  the  country  houfes  than  any  of  the  tribe,  and  very  is^ 
^t^ently  makes  great  havock  among  the  young  poultry.  Iil  winter  it  is 
ahnoft  white ;  in  funurifer  more  aflv-coloured* 

The 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


Chap.  L  THE    aRKNEY    ISLANDS.  sis 

'  TTi'e  Goshawk  {/alco  pahmhariusy  laxu  Syffc)  is  pretty  frequendy 
feen^  and  breeds  here.  ' 

•  The  Kite  or  Gled  [falco  milvur^  Lin.  Syfe)  was  feen  in  this  place 
formerly,  and  folniedmes  ife  fo  at  preient,  though  very  rarely. 

The  Gyrfalcon  [gyrfalco^  Raii  fynopf.  amn)  has  certainly  been 
feen  here ;  but  whether  it  be  a  native  cm:  a  ilcanger,  is  as  yet  uncer- 
tain. 

The  Peregrine  Falco^n  {fako  peregrlnus  niger^  Aldv.  aviar.),  or, 
as  we  ftyle  it  by  way  of  emmetice^  the  Jalcon^  is  a  fpecies  found  on  our- 
headlands  and  inacceflible  rocks,  foch  as  the  burgh  {ofrBirfcy^  Marwick- 
head,  the  ftupendous  rocks  of  Hoy  and  Waes-and  Copinfey,  the  Fairifle  andi 
Roufay.  Never  more  than  one  pair  of  this  fpecies  inhabit  the  fame  rock ; 
and  as  foon  as  die  young  have  acquired  fuflScient  ftrengdi  to  procure  ifub- 
fiftence,  they  are.  driven,  out  by  their'  parents  to  feek  new  habitations  fop 
djemielvesj  -  '       .   . 

-  This  nobte  kind  of  hawk  was  in  fuch  refpedt  in  ancient  times,  when- 
falconry  wastJie  faftiion  of  the  day;  Aat  it  was  commonly  carried  from; 
our  moft  remote  rocks  to  amufe  the  Kings  of  Scotland*  The  foUbwing 
olaufe  in  ihe  ad 'of  Faittament  for  diffdving  and  difahnexxng  tke.6aridocn> 
of  "Orkney  fi:oitt  the  «rown,  points  out  the  eftiraation  in  which  they  were 
held  :  **  That  allhawksbe  reks-yjsd  to  his.Majefly,  with  the  falconers*  Ta- 
^  lanes,  according  to  ancient  cuftom. '  To  this  day  a  hen  from  every^ 
houTe,  or  at  lead  a  certain  number  from  each  parifh,  are  exsadted^  and  paid 
annually  to  the  royat  falconer ;  and'diefe  »e  faid  to  have  been  origiiiany 
intended  for  food  to  the  hft\Vks  of 'his  Majeffy. 

The  Erne  {fdico  cdbicilla^  Lin.  Sylt)  is-  not  only  frequendy  feen,  but 
builds  and  rears  its  young  in*  this  country.- 

The  Sea  Eagle  [falco  ojfefragusy  Lin.  Syft.)  is  often  feen,  and  fome- 
tinies^  furprifed,  on  our  low  Aoresi  voracioufly  devouring  fifti,  which  it 
has  itfelf  caught^  or  which  Jias.  been,,  when  half  eaten,  foifaken  by  the 
otter.  .    ' 

The  Ringtail  Eagle  [falco  fulvus^  Lin.  Syft.),  which,  together 
with  the  other  eagles,  is  here  named  the  emt^  is  very  frequendy  iQtn  on 
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the  Mils,  buHdr  on  the  rbc&^is  of  a  hsl^  lam^^SMv^ubod  £x>m  due  te& 
by  a  band  of  white  encompaffing  the  root  of  the  taU^  and  th€  lege  beiiig 
covered  ynxh  feath^:^  down  to  the  very  feet ;  and  is  of  fuch  prodigious 
ftrength,  that  it  is  ikid  to  hare  fometimes  carried  from  a  confideraUe  dif« 
tanoe  to  its  eyry^  not  only  fbwb,  but  kmbs,  pigs,  aad  even,  in  fome  in- 
ftanres,  young  children,  if  "we  trtift  &e  audiority  of  a  rei^^eOafate  audior,  («) 
whofe  account  is  alfo  fupported  by  tradidon* 

Such  devaftation  did  this  race  of  iHrds  formerly  commit  among  the 
poultry,  pigs,  rabbits,  lambs  and  iheep  of  this  pikce,  that  a  law  was  fiv&- 
ed,  in  which  a  reward  was  granted  to  any  pafon  that  ihould  deftroy  &r 
dier  one  of  their  nefts,  or  one  of  themfdves,  {h) 

^ADKu.  The  Shrew  Mouse  [forex  araneusj  Lin*  SyfL)  is  found  here,  tliougli 

but  rarely.  It  Idx)nrs  imder  die  fame  bad  chaiaiSer  here,  that  it  does  in  o- 
ther  places,  as  it  is  believed  to  hurt  catde  by  its  bite  or  its  breath;  but  thou^ 
this  allegation  may  be  unfounded,  the  odour  lliat  aiifes  fiom  its  body  is 
fo  offeniive,  as  to  make  it  avoided  by  ahnoft  every  other  afiinuiL 

The  Mouse  {mtu  nmfculus^  Lin.  Syft.)  b  very  common,  except  in 
cHie  or  two  of  the  iflands,  where  it  is  pretended  that  ndther  mice,  ratB, 
nor  even  cats  wiH  live ;  but  as  this  has  not  as  yet  been  albertained  as  a 
fa£t,  it  may  perhaps  be  one  of  thofe  vulgar  prejudices  which  are  not  un- 
frequent  in  every  country. 

The  Short-tailed  Field  Mouse  {mus  c^e/Hs^  Lin.  Syft.),  which 
vdth  us  has  the  name  of  the  ^vole  moafc^  is  very  often  found  in  maiihy 
-grounds  that  are  covered  with  mofs  and  ihort  heath,  in  which  it  maibes 
roads  or  tracks  of  about  diree  inches  in  breadthi,  and  fomedmes  miles  in 
length,  much  worn  by  continual  treading,  and  warped  into  a  thouiand 
different  rdiredions^ 

The  Field  Mouse  {thus  fyhaHcus^  Liaii.  Syft.)  may  be  pretty  fire- 
<quendy  found  in  our  fields,  where  it  burrows,  and  forms  apartments,  in 
which  it  lays  up  ftores  of  grain  for  its  winter  provifion.  Thefe  apart- 
ments, 


^^omm 


{a)  Sir  Robert  Sibbalci'5  Hiftory  of  Scotlaad. 

{b)  See  the  County  A£U  in  the  Appendix,  No.  IX.  *  Anent  flaying  of  the  Eame.* 
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msntSy  howevetj  \Hucfa  it  proyidas  vrith  fo  mach  care,  it  is  fbmedixKS 
deprived  of^  by  the  field  bee. 

The  Brown  or  Norwegian  Rat^  {le  furntukt  de  Buffixi),  a  very 
krge  and  mifchievoua  ^ecieS)  not  originally  a  native^  but  introduced  tneo  . 
^m  place  by  fliippiog,  fwanns  almoft  every  wiame^  and  ivStrs  none  of  the 
genus  to  remain  where  it  comes.  It  in£eft$  faonfes^  bams,  ftorehoufes^ 
hen^roofts,  rabfait-wirrenSy  anxl,  in  fome  inftances,  even  churchyards. 
Through  almoft  the  whole  Iflands  it  has  extended  itfelf  ^  and  wher» 
erfer  it  has  fixed  ks  abode,  it  has  ahm^  extirpated  the  biack  kind,  and 
has  thus  dene  us  more  hurt  than  fervtce ;  fince  it  has  all  the  di^ofition  to 
be  deftru^ve  which  the  odier  haa,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  much  greater 
power  and  capadty.  The  length,  from  the  tip  of  the  nofe  to  the  point 
ef  the  tsdi^  is  eighteen  indies ;  die  thicknefs  of  the  body  b  in  proportion.. 
Hie  ftrength  of  tiie  animal  is  very  great  $  its  1^  are  firm,  and  its  dam 
ftarp ;  and  its  f<Ke  tesdi:  and  mu^es  can  hardly  be  nfifted  fay  the  moft 
fd&i  mataialSr  To  its  other  powers,  it  adds  tfiat  of  fwimmicg,  vrhich  it 
perfimnt  widi  graft  eafe  and  rapidity.  It  dives  readily,  and  remains  a 
eonfiderable  time  under  the  vrater»  If  k  be  attached  even  by  man^^ic  di^ 
eaversno  gnetidamrf  but,  after  rUnimig;  a  Ikde  diftance,  it  &medmes^ 
ftops  ^rt^  ftands  widi  aniturc^id  im*,  and  even  threatens  icfifiance. 

Hie  CoMMOK  Black  Rat  (n&r  rattusy  T.in,  Syfi.)  is  fiill  aa.'inh»^ 
Mtuitc^  this  place,  Ikit  whether  <niginally  a  native  or  a  firanger  is  uncer- 
tain. The  ^>ecies  vras  formeiiy  nnmmoigy  and  at  deftnaaiye  aa  the  left 
«f  the  genus;-  but  it  ha»  of  late  been  confined,  to  one  or.  tw6  bf  the 
iSands,  owing  to  the  f(»rmer  fpedes,.v9hidi  has  akio&r  entirely  eatxipated 
them  through  djie  reft  of  this  country;  in  foe  and&rength  it  is  infienor 
to  iti  adver&ry,  but  not  in  its  difpofition  to  plunder^  and  when  once  it 
has  eftabUflied  itfelfm  a  place,,  then,  are  na  means  known  of  expelttngit 

Hie  lLhhhYVi\i^i  ciiMkuksy  lin^Syft.)  iftai|«cia8  of  aniihak  that 
abounds  here  to  fuch  a  degree,,  that  their  ikins  make  a  very  confidecafale 
branch. of  our  commerce.     They  are  preyed  on  by  hawks,  eagles^  dogs, » 
cats  and  otters;  and  yertfaey  inereafe  piudlgkruAy,  m^^pce  of  all  this  de-* 
Igredadon*    They  feed  on  com  and  grais^  arutev«n  fometimes,  when  thefe  • 

R  r:  2  cannot^ 
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xiitnnot  be  obtained,  and theiweatheris  ievere,  oti  iea-weed  and  the  roots 
of  vegetables  j  and  their  refdrt  is  dry  links-ground.  Which,  if  firm,  Aej 
dig  into  without  nmch  -detriment;  but  if  of  a  loofe,  fandy  texture, 
they  break  it  fo  much  by  their  burrowing,  that  iand-blowing,  which  in 
fome  (daces  has  been  fo  d^xtidive,  is  often  the  confequence.  Tlie  colour 
of  TOoft  of  them  is  brown,  with  the  belly  a  (hade  or  two  lighter.  An  ea- 
tirely  white  one  is  very  rare  ;  and  thofe  that  firequeot  the  hills  are  hoarjr 
in  winter. 

As  we  have  rabbits  in  fuch  plenty,  it  might  be  expeded  that  we  {houM 
have  hares  alfo,  efpecially  as  there  is  iTeiTon  to  believe  that  they'exifted  in 
this  country  formerly,  as  hare  hunting  is  faid  to  have  been  an  amufemeot 
t)f  the  ancient  Eails,  which  it  never  could  have  been,  unlefa  the  fpecies 
-had  been  widely  difFufed,  and,  of  coiifequence,  faretty  nunlerous.  {a) 
Moreover,  hares,  of  a  white  colour  {i^  were  found  in  Hoy,  and.  hunted 
with  dogs,about  theib^inning  of  the  fixteenthf>century.  Soon  after  ttbe 
middle  "of  the  icventeenth  they  had  difappeared,.  but  were  then  reported  to 
liave  been  found  eiiher  black  or  white,  about  dghty  ^yeaacs  be&re^  in.  the 
.-laine'iflaBd;  trfi <he Jtlvo  great  mountainsi  {c)r     ':  -y.     ,       *:  ^' 

r  .The  mtdtitnde  of.btsds^of  prejr,  fuch  as  hawksr aad ea^esy  may.bcive 
deftroyed  both.  die.  okl  and  the  young  ;  to  .which  may  be  add^,  thp  great 
4iuniber.of  dogs  acotfiomed  to  be  kej^  about  ail  Jthe  hoafes^  and  the  want 
of  woods,  broom,  wfakis,  &c.  which  are  well  known  to  be  this  haujits:  of 
thefe  animals  at  all  feafons,  but  more  especially  in  Winter.      !  » 

ThaD  thefeiare  diencanfes  which  hare  deftroyed  the  bread  of  hiM?£|s  in 
Oi^ey  wifl  af^pear  the  more  probable,  when  it  is  confidared,  that 
afier  they  had  di&pfieared  in  the .  other  Iflands,  ^f  ftill  qondnued 
for  fometime  longer  in  Hoy,  which'  is  diftingiiiihed  ab^oag  ibb  gitoup 
for  its  feguefteredfituation,  its  high  hills,  and  deepi  glens  aod.  Valleys,  in^ 
terfeded  by  rapid  ftreamas,  the  bonks  ,x^  which  ^e)  dry^  and  covered 
with  flowers  and  fhrubs. 

(a)  Torfaeus,  p.  ix^.-,   '  ^  .  (^)  Ben.  MSS.    See-Appe«tUx,  No-Vll/* 

'   <^)' Sec  *[ackaile,  Appe^ai^O- Viri:    IVTometo^^^  .     -       '    "'     -   -I 
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The  Seal  [fbcfca  vituUna^lAti.  Syft.)  which  i$  h^re  geiierally  kaowa 
by  the  name  oi  felcby^  is  very  common  on  moft  of  our  low  {hore$,  but- 
particularly  on  thofe  of  the  fmall  holms  and  remote  Ikerries,  where  it  is 
frequently  £een  repoilng  and  bafking  in  the  fun,  in  fine  c4m  we^cfr^  aad 
where  it  brii^  forth  its  youog;  The  fpecies  in  this  place,  is' very  nuiner- 
0U8 ;  and  fome  of  them  are  fo  large  as  to  meafure  eight  pr  niae  fe^ 
from  the  point  of  the  nc^e  to  the  claws  on  the  hind  legs ;  and,  at  Om^ 
{houlders,  they  are  nearly  as  much  in  circumference.  If  boats  be  paffii:^ 
near  their  haimts,  they  feein  to  difcover  fome  curiofity  in  looking  ft^dfaft- 
ly,  and  lifteningto  the  ftroke  of  the  oars,  the  converfation  of  the  people, 
or  to  any  noife  that  is  unufuaL 

They  are  valuable  for  their  ikins,  (of  which  (hoes,  flippers,  and  covers 
for  trunks  and  faddtes  are  n>ade)^  and  for  the  oil  which  they  fumifli.  In 
order  to  obtain  thefe  very  ufeful  articles^  the  animals  are  knocked  down 
with  clubs,  caught  in  nets,  and  fliot  with  mufkets,  in  their  ordinary 
xeforts,  which. are  the  fkeniesx)f  Hoy  and  Waes,  the  ikerries*  of  North 
Ronaldfay,  the'  fkenies  of-  Eday,  of  Weftray,  of  Wier,  and  the  Pentland 
ikendes.  In  feme  I  few  pbces^  the  fleih.  cf  the;  ymmg  feals  is  tifed 
J&eik^  aod^  both  in  that  flafie  aiid  in  th^  of  hams,  is  iaidH:o  be  toler- 
able. . 

The  Otter  \fnuftela  htra^  Lin.  Sylb)  is,  very  frequently  ibund  bui^- 
Towing  onthe.fhores  of  dieiea,*and  on  die.  banks  of  fredi-water  lochs^ 
where  it  livess  on  cod-fi'{h,'  coD^e^^eels,  and  all  kinds  of  trout  It  is  fo 
•nice  in  its  tafte,  as  Dniy  to  confume  the  finer  parts,  while  it  leaves  the 
remaiiuier.  The  fur,  which.is  exddlent,  is -the  only  thing  Valuable, 
;and,  if  the  anknai  be  kiUed  ior  winter,  :feUs  for  about  ttn  fhiWl^ 
, Sterling/.     I'        .  '.  ..  \  .    !l  ' ;      .  "    ', 

.  The  Cat  \felis  cattisy.  JJjx^-SjiJL)  ixkh  tooft  of  otir  domeftic  animals, 
is  radier  of  a.  diminutive  fize.  If  the  houfes  to  which  ^hey  belong  be 
fituatfid  on  the  borders  of  Kat^grdund^  or  in  the  vicinity  of  rabbit  warrens, 
<:ats  ace  apt. to  bedofne  wild,  kod  make  jdr^dful  havock  iimong.dbte  rabbits. 
Such  of  them  as  become  wild,  foon  acquire  an  uncommon  degree  pf 
:bulk  and  fatnefs;  and  to  thefe  qualities  they  generally  add  fo  much 
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kicreifed  ferodty,  m  renders  them  almoft  as  foimidaUe  as  any  other 
npadcHia  animaL 

The  Dog  {amu  familiaris^  Iaxl  SyfL)  here  is  not  remarkable ;  for 
the  only  ones  we  hxt^y  are  the  greyhound,  kept  for  catching  rabfaks ; 
t^  land  and  water  fpantel  and  the  pointor,  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of 
earrying  and  fbwMng ;  die  maftiffy  for  guarding  fhips^  and  proteifUi^ 
fiKHifes ;  die  terrier,  ufed  fonneriy  for  feardung  out  labbita ;  fome  vanedes 
ef  the  lapdog ;  and  the  fiiepherd's  dog,  widi  its  mongrds.  Hiis  faith&I 
^limal  is  the  conftant  guardian  of  the  oxxxx  and  the  gnds  in  the  fields,  as 
well  ap  of  the  produdions  of  the  gardens,  againii  the  whole  tribe  of 
domefHc  graniTorous  animals.  To  a  litde  fsumer,  in  a  mean  condidon,  his 
dog  is  of  more  value  dian  even  a  horfe  or  a  cow ;  fmee  it  is  by  his  means 
alone  that  he  can  preferve  the  prodiKe  of  his  pofieflion.. 

Neither  wolves  nor  foxes  are  nadves  of  thefe  Iflaods,  or  ever  appear  to 
have  been  fo. 

Several  fpecies  of  animafs,  it  is  wdl  known,  diat  formerly  frequented 
liie  plains  both  of  Europe  and  America  have  now  entirely  difappeaied ;. 
aind  we  ifaould  nef«er  haw  kno«m  diat  they  eadiled,  had  not  theic  bonee 
beenoccaikms^ydugup.  There  id  ufiqui^k)aaUy(me  fpecies  thiftha^ 
lefident  here  formerly,  whidv  is  not  found  at  prefent»  viz.  the  Deer';  die 
lliorns  of  which  have  been  dug  up  in  vanous  {daces.  An  endre  &deton 
wasalfodug  up,  fome  years  ago,  in^  die  heart  of  an  ^  ruin,  in  die  mkUfe 
^  a  lobh,  itt  a  parifii  contiguous  to  one  that  ia  iaid  to  have  derived  ils 
Mime  from  its  being  the  abode  of  diefe  aninuda  The  pariih  to  which  we 
ftllude  is  DeMteis,  a  penii^ila  on  tiie  eaftem  extremity  of  die  Mainland^, 
w4k^  is^  believedl  to  have  been:  mrned  die  Cape  of  Deers^  beoau£^tt 
abounded  in  thefe  quadrupeds,  diat  found  ihelter  in  the  foreft  widi  which 
It  WttS  dien  «ovared^  and  which  was  afterwaids  deftroyed  by  it  ftorm  and; 
iftuncbcdeiu  In  icune  of  die  grooml  in  that  parifii,^  which  is  of  a  maiihy 
fiMMies  deirs'  horns  have  federal  tiiats  been  found ;  as  aUb  hazel  nuts,  in 
OMifid^Qible  nuttd)et8.  Thefe  had  no  haas^  but  die  ifaells  were  endrely 
prsitned* 
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The  Hoo  {fus  fcrofa^  Lin  Syft.)  which  we  hava  in  thefe  Iflands,  b 
▼ery  difierent  from  die  ordinary  fort^  and,  both  from  its  nature  and  tfa^ 
mode  in  which  it  is  managed,  extremely  pernicious.  The  fpecies  is 
fmali;  the  cdour  variable,  Uack,  brown,  dirty  white,  and  tawny;  the 
back  highly  arched,  and  covered  wkh  a  great  quantity  of  long»  ftiflT 
hiiftles ;  the  ears  ereOi  and  Ouurp  pcHnted ;  the  note  amazingly  ftropg  s 
its  awkward  ihape  and  ugly  appearance  (how  it  to  be  diflS^ent  from 
what  are  met  widi  in  almoft  every  other  part  of  the  kingdom.  They  are 
in  general  as  lean  as  diey  are  ugly,  having  only  a  v^  poor  pafture  j  but 
when  put  up  to  be  £ed,  and  fumifhed  with  fuitable  provender,  they  in  ^ 
ihort  time,  and  at  litde  expence,  acquire  fleQi,  which,  for  ddicacy  aiMl 
flavour,  b  much  e^emed.  They  are  fiifiered  to  roam  at  large,  through  the 
whole  winter  and  fpring,  and  even  fomedmes  in  harveft  and  fummer;  aod 
tear  up  the  arable  land^  in  winter,  and  form  in  it  large  holes,  in  which 
water  ftands,  gre^y  to  its  detriment  They  alfo  deftroy  the  roots  of  the 
grais,  imd,  wherever  they  come,  greatly  hurt  the  ^owii^  corn,  and 
almoft  extirpate  the  fown  gra&,  turnips,  and  potatoes.  The  inhabitants 
prefer  die  flefh  of  the  fwine,  however  iean^  to  that  of  almoft  any  otliAr 
animal.  In  the  fynmg  feaibn,  when  odier  meat  b  Icaice,  pork,  friefli  or 
iaked,  is  very  muuch  ufed  by  every  cla&  of  people ;  and,  made  into  haati^ 
it  is  in  great  requeft  at  all  feafons,  on  account  of  its  truly  excellent  quality. 
Even  the  hair  c^  dide  animals  is  an  ardcle  of  coniiderable  vahie,  in  aft 
far  as  it  ferves  as  a  fubftitute  for  hemp  in  making  ropes  to  anchor 
fiihing-boats  ;  for  confining  in  die  frdd,  hotfes  and  catde ;  and  for  bind* 
ing  about  the  middle  of  the  rock-men  in  order  to  let  them  down  in  fafe^ 
ty  to  rob  the  nefts  and  catch  the  jovsx^  of  fiich  birds  as  build  in  (he 
flielves  of  the  rocks. 

The  Shbep  {pvis  arUi^  Lin.  Syft.)  here  is  a  peculiar  breed,  and,  from 
fome  features  in  its  character,  feems  to  have  fpruc^  from  the  fame  ftock 
with  thofe  of  Iceland,  the  Ferroes,  and  Shetland,  {a)  Though  of  a  toler- 
ably good  kind,  and  every  where  very  numerous,  they  are  of  little  benefit 

to 


[a)  DoAor  Von  Troil's  Letters  on  Iceland.    Debes  on  the  Ferroe  Iflands. 


JDigitized  by 


Google 


320  HISTORY    OF  Book  nt 

to  the  owners,  owing  to  the  abfurd  cuftom'of  fdfFering  them  to  nm^^wild 
an  the  extenfivie  commons,  expofed  to  the  violence  of  die  fea,  the  fevaitjr 
of  the  weather,  the  depredation  of  various  diflempers,  and  to  the  dogs^ 
and  eagles.  In  thefe  circumftances,  however,  which  are  certainly  verjr 
unfavourable,  they  not  only  centimie  to  exift,  but  (how  more  fecundity 
than  in  moil  other  places ;  as  many  of  them  have  two,  and  feme  of  them 
Aree  lambs  at  a  birth,  all  of  which  the  mother  fometimes  niHfes,  eipecially 
if  the  ieafon  be  mild  and  the  pafture  tolerable.  They  are  of  a  fmall  fize^ 
the  whole  carcafe  weighing  only  about  thirty-fix  pounds;  moft  of  them 
Want  horns ;  their  faces  are  white  or  grey ;  their  bodies  and  1^  fliort; 
their  tails  are  in  length  not  above  three  or  four  inches ;  and  their  fleecesi 
fome  of  ^hich  are  very  fine,  do  not  w^gh  abo\'e  a  pound  and  a  half,  or 
two  pounds  each,  at  aa  average.  Their  flefh,  in  general,  is  not  the  moft 
pleafant;  but  this  is  evidendy  owing  to  the  want  of  care  in  their  manage^ 
men,  as  welt  as  to  the  nature  of  their  pafture ;  fince,  in  fome  few  of  the 
iflknds, '  where  the  people  have  overcome  their  prejudices  fo  far  as  to 
beftow  feme  attention  on  themy  both  the  lamb  and  the  mutton  are  pre* 
ferable  t^  what  are  found  in  odier  parts  of  the  country.  In  fome  places, 
'¥ke  fheep  wander  t©  the  fhore  at  lowi-water,  and. make  a  plentiful  meal 
^  the  differtot  kinds  of  fea-weed ;  and  when  they  have  been  accuf^bmed 
to  live  much  on  that  food,  thdr  flefh  is  of  a  daric  colour^,  dry,  and  of  a 
coarfe  texture ;  and,  when  prepared  for  the  table,  has  been  thought  to  bear 
ibme  refemWanee  to  venifon. 

Had  Buffon  been  acquainted  with  our  bre^,  he  would  not  have  afi- 
ferted  that  the  fpecies^  on  account  of  thar  natural :  defeiSr,  cannot  fubfifl 
without  the  prete^ion  of  man  i  finoe,  here,  they  not  only  live,  butmuK 
tiply,  unprotected,  nearly  as  well  as  mofl  animals  do^  in  a  natural  flate. 
Neither,  in  that  cafe,  would  he  have  negleded  to  mention  a  fad:,  that  is 
fufficiently  well  attefted,  ^md  meritefom^notke  iathe  natural  hiflory  of 
the  fpecies. 

In  thdfe  Ihde  uoinhabited  ifknds  that  are  called  holms,  pregnant  ewes 
are  frequendy  put  to  paflure,  in  order  that  they  may  enjoy  the  quiet  of 
the  place,  and1)nrig  forth  their  young  in  greater  fafety.     If,  about  the 
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time  of  yeaning,  a  perfon  with  a  dog  enters  the  place,  the  ewes,  uoac- 
cuftomed  to  this  animal,  take  the  alarm,  fuddenly  ftart  up  and  nm  a 
litde,  when,  m  a  moment,  they  drop  down  dead,  probably  by  the  joint 
influence  of  ^furprife,  fear,  and  weaknefe.  Such  as  have  died  in  this 
manner,  and  been  evened,  have  been  found  to  contain  two,  and  fome* 
times  three  lambs  wkhin  them.  The  fame  want  of  attention  to  our  fheep, 
that  manifeftly  hurts  the  nature  of  the  carcafe^  has,  without  doubt,  fom^ 
influence  on  the  quality  of  the  wool  alfo,  which  is  notwithftanding  v6ry 
excellent.  Inflead  of  wafhihg  the  animals  carefully,  as  in  other  places, 
before  they  be  (honi,  in  order  ta  clear  the  wool  of  what  may  be  hurtful^ 
it  is  taken  oflf  from  them  in  its  foul  ftate ;  Mid,  without  regard  to  forting, 
in  general  all  kinds  of  it  are  mixed  together,  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
manufaftured  into  a  coarfe  cloth  and  (lockings,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, and  for  exportation. 

Much  more  attention  was  paid  to  the  fheep  of  this  place  formerly,, 
than  is  bellowed  on  them  at  prefent.  This  appears  evidendy  from  the 
0)unty  AiBtSj  [a)  in  which  are  many  wife  regulations^  with  regard  to  marking 
them,  fo  as  to  afcertain  and  fecure  the  property,  the  time  and  ekcumflance^* 
of  fhearing,  or,  as  it  is  here  called^  rowing  them,  and  even  the  trans- 
ferring than  by  £de  or  barter  from  one  perfon  to  another.  In  virtue  of 
thefe  laws  or  regulations,  thefe  operations  were  all  to  be  performed,  not  in 
private,  nor  yet  at  the  will  of  the  owners,  but  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Baillie  and  the  Lawrightmeny  who  were  the  public  oflfcers  of  the  parifti,  in 
order  to  give  them  fuch  notoriety,  as  to  prevent  frauds,  in  a  matter  that, 
deeply  concerned  the, community. 

To  underftand  this,  it  muft  be  obfenred,  that  the  fheep  of  a  whole 
ifland  or  parifh  made  only  one  flock ;  to  which  no  perfon,  however  great 
his  intereft,  could  have  accefe,  imlefe  in  themanner  that  the  law  direded, 
which  was  by  timely  notice  and  proper  application..  The  authority  of 
the  Baillie,^  who  was  fupreme  in  thefe  matters,  was  to  be  recognifed,  and* 
his  confent  obtained,  befoce  they  could  either  mark,  or  buy  and  fell,  or 

Sf  kill: 
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kiH'or  row  any  of  thefe  animals.  This  laft  oparation,  namely  rowing, 
ia  {^ce  of  fhearing,  was  performed  abotit  Midfummer^  and  pnevioufly 
announced  by  a  public  officer,  that  the  time  nfiight  be  known  to  all  who 
had  an  intereft  in  the  flock.  When  the  day  appointed  came,  fuch  men 
in  the  pariih  as  had  a.  right  ( to  keep  fheepnlogs,  [a)  met,  and,  travelling 
throtigh  the  hills,  by  means  of  thefe,  cclleded  the  ihe^  and  drove  them 
into  narrow  pens,  in  order  to  be  ftript  of  their  covering.  For  this  pur- 
ix)fe,  the  Owners  attended,  and  laid  hold  of  their  own  fheep,  according  to 
their  marks,  which  were  all  kept  in  a  regilter ;  and^.  inilead  of  cutting, 
pulled  the  wool  forcibly  from  their  bodies. 

The  other  regulations  are  moftly  difufed ;  this  laft,  in  fome  mcafure, 
IS  ftill  in  force;  and  the  fame  inconvenient,  not  to  fay  crud,  mode  of 
obtaining  the  wool  is  praii3iied  at  prefent  in  Iceland,  {b) 

From  viewing  the  fcice  of  thefe  Iflands,  confifting  of  hills  and  vales, 
and  furrounded  in  many  places  with  bdd  rocks  and  fhipendous  precipices, 
and  clodied  vnth  plants  congenial  to  fuch  fituations,  it  would  naturally  have 
been  expeded  that  goats,  elfewhere  commcwi  in  fiich  fituations,  would 
have  been  among  the  number  of  our  animals.  As  feveral  other  fpecies 
that  formerly  inhabited  this  region  have  been .  loft,  die  fpecies  of  goats 
may  have  fhared  the  fame  fate,  though  we  have  no  accoimt  of  their 
former  exiftence,  nor  have  ever  their  horns  or  thebr  bones  been  dug  up. 
If  they  were  introduced^  however,  they  could  fcarcdy  fail  to  thrive  on 
fuch  pafture  as  we  have  in  abundance;  and' as  they  are  faid  to  feed  on 
fuch  grafs  as  is  pernicious  to  Iheep,  they  might  promote  the  health  of 
that  much  negleded,  though  very  ufpfiil  ipecies,  and,  in  this  refpedl,  as 
well  as  in  feveral  others,  contribute  to  the.  advantage  of  die  proprietors  and 
their  tenants. 

The  Ox  [bos  tauras,  Lin.  Syft.)  which  is  common  here,  is  of  a  fin* 
gular  breed,  akc^ether  diftinA  from  what  is  feen  in  the  coimties  neareft 
us  in  the  fouth,  and  probably,  like  feveral  other  of  our  domeftic  animals, 
came   oi*iginally .  from  the  Scandinavian   fhores.     But,  from  whatever 

country. 


(a)  County  Afts.    See  Appendix,  Np.  VIII.  {b)  Dr  TroU. 
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country,  or  whatever. ftock  they  iprung,  the  cattle  of  this  place,  at  pre» 
fent,  are  of  a  very  diminutive  fize,  owing  principally  to  their  being 
reared  in  too  great  numba%  and,  of  ccsifequence,  half  ftarved  in  theor 
youth. 

Their  colour  is  black,  brown,  white,  and,  in  many  inilances,  party- 
coloured,  motded,  or  brindled ;  and  their  ihape  inelegant,  as  tiieir  heads 
are  low,  their  backs  high,  their  buttocks  diin,  their  bones  prominent; 
and  inftead  gE  having  large,  wide-fpreading  horns,  they  have  only  fmall 
ones,  that  are  ihort^and  contraidled,  with  thdr  tops  ben^ng  toward  the 
foreheads 

Notwkhftanding  thefe  difadvantages  in  point  of  ihape  and  appearance,, 
the  oxen  are  ftrong,  hardy,  and  make  excellent  workers,  provided  they  be 
early  well-tndned  to  the  ydce,  and  fo  plentifully  fed  as:  to  enable  them  to 
fupport  thirir  labour*  Even  on  a  very  moderate  quantity  of  provender^ 
they  will  pa:ferm  a  fisrprifing  quantity  of  woi^  in  the  cart  or  in  the 
plough ;  and  not  for  a  few  feafbns  only,  but  for  the  fpace  of  no  kfs  tiian 
fix  or  feven  years.  To  their  capacity  for  work,  they  add  another  excel* 
lence,  in  not  being  fubjedt  to  difeafe ;  and  they  are,  at  the  fame  time,  fuck 
rapid  feeders,  that  if  pm  up  in  die  ftaO,  or  on  good  paefture,^  but  for  a  few 
months,  tiieir  beef  becomes  excellent^ 

The  cows,  are  alfo  imall  and  leaa,  bemg  kept  in  too  great  numbers,, 
though  they  c^  fuppoat  themfetves  pretty  well  in  fields  where  the  gr^s 
b  by  no  means  abundant»  A  very  moderate  degisee  of  food  alfo  ibon 
renders  diemfaL  They  produce  a  calf,  for  the  mod  part,  anngaUy,  a»d 
give  a  quantity  of  exceflent  milk;  which,  confideruig  their  fize,  their 
habit  of  body,  and  thetx  pafture,  is  res^y  aftonilhing,r  Ai>  ox  of  an  ovifi- 
nary  bulk,  and  of  the  common  country  breed,  weighs  about  iucty  pounds^  the 
quarter^  while  a  cow  of  the  fam^  defcripcion  does*  not  exceed  foity-fiva 
pounds^  and  both  of  tbem  have  increased  fo  mmh  m  vakie  of  late,  a^ 
ftom  to  coft  treUe  the  price  for  ifhich  they  would  have  fold  fifteen  yeazs  iSotX. 
agou.  Thia  increafed  value  has  not  arifon  fkom  any  imprarfement  hi  the 
breed,  in  confequence  of  an  intermixture  with  that  of  other  f^ces^}  fotf 
that  has  only  taken  place  ia  a  few  inftances  j.  but  from  a  much  greater 
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-4emaxid  for  the  labour  of  oxen  and  the  butter  of  cows,  and  for  the  beef 
of  both,  to  anfwer  an  augmented  confumption  here,  and  to  fupply  the 
markets  in  other  counties.  As  an  inftance  to  what  extent  the  demand 
from  thefe  markets  fometimes  reaches,  no  longer  ago  than  laft  year,  nearly 
two  thoufand  live  catrie  were  fold  to  dealers  from  the  fouth,  who  carried 
them  acrofs  the  Pentland  Friths  and  drove  them,  for  feeding,  into  the 
different  difbi<^s  of  the  kingdom.  Such  a  vafl  deduction,  in  one  feafon, 
from  the  breed  of  a  fmall  diftrift,  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  nearly 
€xhaufted  the  ftock ;  but  this  was  by  no  means  the  cafe,  as  tha^e  was  a 
fufficient  number  left  for  every  ufefril  purpofe ;  and  this  will  excite  no 
furprife,  when  it  is  confidered  that  our  ordinary  (lock  of  black  cattle  is 
calculated  to  amount  to  upwards  of  fifty  thoufand. 

The  original  breed  of  the  Horse  here,  which,  like  moft  of  the  other 
tame  animals^  came  at  firft,  it  is  likely,  fronl  the  northern  parts  of  the 
OW  Continent,  was,  in  .poiat  of  not  only  fize  and  ihape,  but  other 
qualities,  not  much  different  from  thofe  at  prefent  in  Shedaod*  Hence^ 
they  have  been  clafled  together,  and  the  very  fame  defcription  applied  to 
both  of  them,  {a) 

The  C2cfe,  however^  is  widdy  difierait  at  prefent ;  fmce  our  breed  of 
horfes  appears  to  be  defcended  from  that  in  the  northern  counties  of 
Scotland.  This  'change,  which  may  feem  a  litde  extraoidinary,  has  been 
efied:ed  by  an  abfurd  cufiom,  which  the  people  have  long  had,  of  pur* 
chafing  horfes  of  an  year  old  from  their  neighbours  in  Sutherland  and 
Gaithneis^  and  felling  them  again,  when  old,  at  a  very  reduced  price,  to  the 
fame  people;  and  this  without  the  leaft  {hadow  of  neceffity ;  as  the  money 
thus  laid  out  might  aH  have  been  laved,  and  equally  good,  if  not  better, 
horfes  reared  in  th^  own  country.  To  fuch  a  degree,  however,  did  this 
cuftom  prevail,  about  half  a  century  ago,  that  nearly  two  thoufand  young 
horfes  were  annually  purchafed ;  whereas,  now,  the  number  bought  does 
not  exceed  as  many  hundreds,  fince  the  people  have  conquered  their  pre- 
judices, and  begun  to  imderftand  tHeir  own  interefl  fo  fiu:  as  to  breed  horfes 
themfelves. 

But 


{a)  Bttchan.  Hift.  Scot. 
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But  in  this  very  important  branch  of  rural  oeconomy,  they  have,  as 
yet,  very  much  to  learn ;  as  they  pay  little  or  no  regard  to  the  health, 
ftrength,  fpirit,  or  beauty  of  their  horfes  i?diich  they  keep  for  breeding* 
Neither  do  they  fhow  greater  fkill,  or  beftow  more  care  in  their  manage- 
ment ;  fmce  the  males  are  much  negle<a:ed,  and  the  females  treated  im- 
properly when  they  are  with  foal,  as  *  the  young  are  when  they  are 
brought  forth.  Even  when  grown  up,  and  fit  for  labour,  thefe  animals 
are  not  in  a  more  favourable  condition ;  as  a  number  of  them  are  then 
crowded  into  a  fmall  houfe,  which  is  never  warm,  and  feldom  dry.  No 
attention  whatever  is  paid  to  cleaning  them  firom  time  to  time,  fo  as  to 
promote  their  health.  Their  food  is  a  fcanty  portion  of  dry  ftraw  j  and, 
while  they  are  kept  almoft  entirely  idle  and  half-ftarved  the  one  half  of 
the  year,  they  are  pretty  hard  wrought,  and  but  indifferendy  fed,  during 
the  other.  In  thefe  circumftances,  it  is  evident  that  they  muft  be  fubjed: 
to  many  diforders,  into  which  they  fall  frequently ;  and  as  foon  as  this 
happens,  they  are  almoft  inftandy  confidered  as  loft,  and  no  perfon  pays 
any  attention  to  them. 

But,  notwithftandhig  thefe  and  other  difadvantages  unda:  which  they  la« 
bour,  our  hories  have  a  poretty,  good  appearance ;  they  are  firm,  docile,  and^ 
confidering  their  diminutive  fize,  difcover  an  uncommon  degree  of 
ftrength ;  and,  if  brdce  early,  imd  trained  in  a  proper  manner  to  eidxer 
the  draught  or  the  iaddle,  they  are  found  very  ufefiil  in  both  thefe  re- 
fpeCts.  For  any  labour  that  this  place  requires,  particularly  in  its  prefeot 
circumftances,  they  are  perhaps  as  proper  as  much  lai|;er  and  finer  horfes ; 
and  the  number  kept,  which  is  believed  to  amount  to  twenty-five  thoufand^ 
is  certainly  mudi  more  than  fufficient  for  that  purpofet 
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CHAP.    II, 

THE   INHABITANTS    OF   THE  ISLANDS. 


Section  L 


THE   fOPUUVTION. 


Tre  Hwnber  of  peq>Ie  which  this  province  fupported  ionoMlj^  has 
frequently  been  ftated  to  have  been  far  greater  than  what  it  at  pre&nt! 
contamSi  What  the  extent  of  the  population  waa  at  a  very  early  period^ 
we  have  no  documents  ^t  can  enable  us  ppfidvely  to  d^ermine ;  thou^ 
we  may  fafely  conclude  it  to  have  been  confiderable,  fix)m  the  earmft 
manner  in  which  the  ^tnee  of  the  ancient  Earls  was  courted,  as  well  aa 
from  the  decifive  fupericmty  which  they  gave  to  that  ikie  wfakh  they 
undertook  to  fupport  The  reprefentadons  more  recenciy  given  of  it  aa» 
extravagant  In  a  gen»al  mufter  of  the  people  by  order  of  P*  Stewart 
Earl  of  Orkney,  the  number  is  faid  to  have  been  fuch,  that  ten  thoufand 
men,  capable  of  bearing  anns,  covild  have  been  raifed  on  an  emergency, 
and  as  many  left  as  were  fufficient  for  the  agriculture  and  fiflieries,  {a)  If 
we  fuppofe  the  proportion  of  the  former  to  the  latter  was  as  one  to  ten, 
^giilkh  is  certainly  no  unreafonable  fuppofition,  the  inhabitants  would  be 

five 
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five  hundred  thoufand.  Though  this  number  far  exceeds  the  bounds 
tf£  probability,  it  has  been  ftated,  in  fupport  of  it,  that  ten  thoufand 
efFedive  men  from  this  country  bore  arms,  at  once,  in  thofe  unfortu- 
nate civil  wars  that,  in  the  fevcnteenth  century,  threatened  to  defolate 
the  kingdom,  {a) 

Subfequendy  to  that  period,  the  inland  exa£e  upon  ale  and  fpirits  in  168 6* 
Orkney  and  Shedand  was  farmed  at  two  thoufand  nine  hundred  arid  twenty- 
five  pounds  Scots ;  and,  fixty  years  afterwards,  not  only  the  cxcife  upon 
thefe  articles,  but  upon  malt,  foap,  candle,  leather,  &c.  was  let  in  leafe  to 
fanners  for  lefs  than  half  that  fum ;  and  the  diminifhed  duties  have  been 
confidered  as  a  proof  of  diminifhed  confumptioo,  as  that  has  been  of  a 
decreafed  population.  In  proof  of  this  decreaie,  it  has  alio  been  afierted, 
that  many  fields,  which  bear  evident  marks  of  former  induftry,  are  now, 
through  negleft,  returned  to  the  ftate  of  nature.  H^mfes  have  been  fuffered 
to  tumble  down ;  churches  in  diffia-ent  places  are  in  ruins ;  and  many 
caftles,  that  were  the  feats  of  Gothic  nobility,  with  their  numerous  attend- 
ants, are  deferted,  if  not  levdled  with  the  ground.  StiQ  farther  to  confirm 
this  point,  it  has  been  obferved^  that,  about  half  a  century  ago,  when  a  1748# 
lift  of  the  inhabitants  was  made  up,  ^t  the  requeft  of  a  refpe^table  clergy- 
man, {b)  the  nimiber  had  fuifared  a  confiderable  diminudon. 

Much  about  the  iame  time,  they  were  agsdn  numbered  by  an  accuratt  1 750. 
and  judicious  lutive,  {c)  with  a  view  to  afcertain  the  population,  to  be  in- 
ferted  in  his  nautical  furvey  j  a  work  that  is  equally  creditable  to  himfelf, 
and  advantageous  to  his  country.  No  fewer  than  three  feveral  enumera- 
tions have  been  made  of  them  within  thefe  feventeen  years;  the  firft  of  1785% 
which  was  made  on  the  recommendation  of  the  fyood  to  its  members  ; 
the  fecond  in  order  to  fiimiih  materials  for  drawing  up  the  ftatiftical  ac- 
comits  ;  and  the  third  in  confequence  of  the  a£l  of  parliament,  framed 
with  the  defign  of  afcertaining  this  point  over  the  whole  kingdom.  Thefe 
may  be  depended  on  as  accurate,  as  they  were  made  under  the  eye,  and 
by  the  diredion  of  the  clergy,  in  their  refpe^ive  parifiies ;  and,  more- 
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ever,  correfpond  exa(fUy  with  one  another,  as  well  as  with  that  immedi- 
ately preceding ;  and  the  whole  concur  in  making  the  population  not 
more  than  twenty-four  thouland* 

If,  then,  the  former  accounts,  in  regard  to  this  particular,  were  juft, 
as  the  latter  cannot  reafonably  be  doubted,  the  decreafe  would  be  afto^ 
nifhing  ;  and  to  have  produced  fuch  an  effeft,  extraordinary  caufes  muft 
have  contributed.  Neither  the  increafe  of  the  weights,  nor  the  failure  of 
the  crops  in  bad  feafons,  nor  the  heavy  burden  of  the  feu-duties,  nor  e- 
even  the  illicit  trade  which  in  former  times  was  fo  extenfively  pernicious, 
nor  even  all  of  thefe  caufes  united,  though  they  have  fometimes  been  at 
iigned,  will  account  for  it  in  a  fatisfaiSory  manner. 

From  any  thing  that  can  now  be  difcovered,  there  is  no  great  reafoa 
to  conclude,  that  ever  this  country  was  very  populous.  Even  in  the 
earlieft  times,  the  fplendid  military  exploits  which  they  performed,  were, 
in  all  probability,  achieved  rather  by  the  intrepid  fpirit  of  the  people, 
than  by  the  influence  of  their  numbers.  The  refult  of  the  general  mufter, 
as  well  as  the  number  reprefented  to  have  ferved  at  once  in  the  mteftine 
wars,  feem  evidendy  to  have  be«i  the  moft  extravagant  exaggeration* 
Neither  can  the  high  rent  given  for  the  excife  be  juftly  confidered  as  any 
proof  of  a  more  extenfive  confumption,  arifing  from  greater  numbers  of 
people,  as  this  might  have  been  occaiioned,  either  from  its  being  let  by 
public  audlion,  when  there  were  many  competitors,  or  from  there  being 
then  lefs  illicit  trade,  or  more  integrity  among  the  dealers* 

But,  ihould  we  admit  that  the  numbers  were  fuch  as  they  have  been 
reprefented,  and  that,  inftead  of  twenty-four,  there  were  formerly  a  hun- 
dred thoufand,  a  queftion  would  naturally  arife,  how  did  they  then  em- 
ploy themfelves  ?  from  what  fource  did  diey  draw  their  fubfiftence  ?  and 
where  did  they  find  houfes  for  their  accommodation  ?  The  caftles  and 
large  houfes  that  have  been  deferted,  and  arp  in  ruins,  are  only  thofe  of 
Noltland,  Carrickand,  Newark  in  the  North  Ifles,  and  thofe  of  Birfay 
and  Kirkwall  in  the  Mainland.  For  every  little  private  houfe  that  has  been 
demolifhed,  there  have  been  feveral  erefted  in  its  ftead  through  the  whole 
Iflands  ;  and  while  the  burgh  of  Kirkwall  has  added  at  leaft  one  fourth 
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to  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  within  thefe  fifty  years,  Stromneis,  the 
other  principal  town,  has^  during  that  period,  incr^dfed  in  nearly  a  dou»- 
We  proportion* 

Fr€Mn  the  churches  that  are  in  ruins,  no  argument  can.  be  drawn,  aA 
d\ey  feem  either  to  have  been  private  chapels,  built  in  the  vicinity  of  gen^ , 
tlemens*  houfes^  or  places  of  worlhip  deftined  for  the  convenience  of  old 
and  infirm  people ;  and,  were  their  number  and  dimenfions  accurately^ 
computed,  they  would,  takent  together,  it  is  prefumed,  be  fouiul  incapable 
of  containing  more  people,  than  the  parifh  churclies  do  at  prefent. 

The  means  of  fupporting  fuch  numbers,  could,  not  have  been  derived 
from  fiftiing,  as  that  nevw  feeras  to  have  been  a  favourite  employment 
with  the  people  ^  fince,  when  formerly  it  was  profecuted,  in  fome  in* 
ftances,  to  a  confiderable  extent,  fbrangersj  more  frequendy  than  natives, 
carried  it  on.  Neither  could  they,  at  that  time,  have  had  recourfe  for 
ftibfiftence  to  agriculture^,  which  could  notf  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  in  a 
high  ftate  of  perfe<flion  here,  when  it  was  fo  low  in  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  efpecially  when  it^  prefent  fbte  isconfidered ;  and,  for  every 
acre  of  land  now  laid  wafte;  that  was^  formerlyr  culdvated^i  there  are  at 
lead  three  that  have,  been  gained  fi*om  a  ftate  of  nature.. 

That  C30uirtry,.  which  haS:  neither  fiflieiies  nor  agricidture  to  fupport 
its  inhabitants^  can  have  but  litde  commerce  ;  and  all  the  manufa^liures^ , 
of  which  thrfe  ifl^s  could,  boaft  in  former  agps,  will  not,  if  taken  toge- 
ther,, bear  a  comparifon  with- the  fingle  one  of  kelp,  whiclv.  employs,  the 
people  oniy'  two  months  in  the  fummer  annually.. 

If  thefe,. and  other  confiderations  that  might  be  mentioned^  are  care^ 
•fully  attended  to,,  and  impartially  weighed,  they  will  at  leaft  render  it 
probable,,  that  the  number  of  people  which. occupied,  this  province  for- 
inoiy,  did  not  much  exceed  what  are  in  if  at  the  prefent  time.  But  fup-  1800^ 
poiingthie  to  have  been. die  cafe,,  what  r^onscan  be  adduced  for  its  not 
having  increafed  in^  population j  in  the  fame  proportion  with  other  pro- 
vinces in  the  kingdom  ?  The  caufes  that  have  been  already  ftated,  as  hav^ 
ifig,an^ibflucnce  to  dimipiih  the  numbers,^  may  at  leafti  have  contributed. 
.t6.  render  them  ftationary  :  and  to  thefe  may  be  added  one  of  great  weight,, 

T  L  namely,. 
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namely,  the  want  of  a  AifEcient  capital,  liberally  and  judicioufly  applieii 
Had  we  a  capital  of  this  nature,  together  with  a  rational  and  manly  fpi- 
rit  of  liberty  difRifed  among  the  people,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained,  that 
the  population,  inftead  of  being  i^trograde,  c«-  even  ftationary,  might  in- 
ereafe  to  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  generations.  To 
fuch  as  are  inclined  to  be  fceptical  on  this  point,  we  would  hold  up  the 
many  advantages  of  our  fituation,  for  embarking  in  ^  thofe  branches  of 
induftry,  in  which  the  profperity  of  a  country  confifts. 

For  want  of  thefe  branches  of  induftry,  many  of  our  young  people, 
diflatisfied  With  their  fitiiation,  remove  into  other  countried.  Befides  the 
fons  of  gentlemen,  who  can  find  no  employment  here,  and  who  go  abroad 
to  engage  in  manufa^hires  and  comm^ce,  to  purfue  liberal  profefBons, 
and  to  ferve  their  coilntry  in  her  fleets  and  armies,  many  of  our  young 
men  of  inferioi*  ftation  betake  themfelves  to  the  merchant  fervice,  in  tfie 
trade  to  the  BaWc,  to  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies,  and  to  America,  land  par- 
ticularly to  the  Greenland,  Davis's  Straits,  and  the  Iceland  fifheries.  Some 
tof  thefe  no  doubt  remit  money  home,  from  which  their  friends  reap  be- 
nefit ;  and  fometimes  they  return  themfelves  with  the  fruits  of  their  in- 
duftry :  but,  in  general,  when  once  they  have  been  £bf  any  length  erf  time 
abroad,  both  their  money  and  their  labours  are  henceforth  loft  to  the 
place  of  their  nativity. 

Moreover,  from  the  low  fl:ate  of  agriculture,  the  fmallnefe  of  the 
farms,  and  the  little  refpeft  in  which  thofe  Connected  with  the  cvdtivation 
of  the  foil  are  held,  it  has  beiibme  the  cuftom  for  too  great  a  proportion 
of  out  young  men  to  enter  into  the  profeflion  of  tradefmen.  Difgufted 
With  the  bufinefs  which  their  fathers  purfue,  in  which  they  have  no  prof^ 
pe<ft  of  obtaining  either  honour  ot  emolument^  they  become  mafons,  car^ 
penters,  tsdlors,  fhoemakers  and  weavers  j  and,  not  finding  the  encourage- 
ment which  they  expeSed  in  jjieir  refpeftive  employments,  when  their 
apprenticeftiips  are  over,  they  very  frequently  leave  this  place,  in  the 
hopes  of  better  in  another  cbuntay. 

Befides  thefe,  many  young  women  very  often  remove  to  Leith,  New- 
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caftle,  Edinburgh,  or  Londoo,  where  they  fboD  get  hito  goodrfervlcfe^  or  are 
married,'  and  never  more  return  to  refide  in  their  own  country.^ 

We  cannot  calculate  thefe  Afferent  defcriptions  of  people,  who  annual* 
ly  emigraitfe,  and  are  either  partially  or  totally  loft  to  diis  piace^  below  four 
hundred  TTie  whole  of  thefe,  as  it  may  wftff  be  fuppbfed,  are  our  moft 
vigorous,  fpirited  and  induftrious  young  people^  rf  both  fexes ;  and  thia 
confideration  alone  is  fufiicient  to  ihow,  what  an  incalculable  lofs  fuch  an- 
yearly  emigrJCtibn.  muft  be  to  a  remote  protiace  but  thinly  inhabited. 


Section  II.. 


MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS^ 


TiiE  whole  body  of  the  inhabitants  may  be  divided  into  three  dafles  ;^; 
the  firft  of  which  is  the  gentry  or  proprietors  of  land,  with  fuch  as  have 
gained  a  competent  fortune  by  means  of  induftry  ;  the  fecond  is  compot-. 
ed  of  thofe  who  are  denominated  tradefmen  and  fhopkeepers  j  and  the 
third  comprehends,  all  fuch,  as  are  for  the  mod  part  employed  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  foil,  and  are  either  farmers  with  their  fervants,,  or  what  are 
called  cottarsy  ex  cottagers. 

With  regard  to  thejirji  clafs\  as  many  of  them  have  had  a  liberal  edu- 
<:ation,  and  fome  of  them  been  bred^to  a  correfpondent  profeflion,  andbe- 
fides  have  had  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  world, 
their  nunners  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be.  materially  different  from  thofe  of 
the  fame  rank  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom*  Some  peculiarities,  how- 
ever, there  are  in  thefe  Iflands,  as  in  every  other  place,  that  have  an  in- 
fluence in  forming  the  charader;  T^ iuchiis  are  acquainted. with  its  litua- 
tien  and  circurnftaoces^  it^will  r^^adily  occur,  that  ihipwrecks  muA  fome- 
^mes  happen^  and  that  in  feafons.  of  feverity  the  crops  muft  fail,  and  dif- 

T  t  SL  eafe; 
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-tttfe  cut  oflFkx  number^  the  atttle  and  horks  ;  when  feu-duties,  howler 
mercifully  ejuwSed,  are  felt  ad  a  heavy  bur  den,  as  well  as  thofe  taxes  ne- 
ceflarily  impofed  for  the  fiipport  of  GovemmeilL  The  loffes  fuftained,  and 
the  exadions  that  afe  made  on  thefe  occafions,  have  been  alleged  to  have 
fbme  eifed  in  jburia^  the  teoEip^  of  the  inhai>itant8^  and  making  them 
difcontcnted  with  jthfeir  condition. 

Though  attentive  to  their  owa  intereft,  the  proprietors  are  not  fo  anxi* 
ous  as  they  ought  to  be,  to  excite  or  cherifh  a  fpirit  of  iiuiuftty  in  thdr  de- 
j)endants,  nor  do  they  always  fhow  a  laudable  zeal  in  fetting  them  an  ex- 
-ample  of  what  might  ultimately  redound  to  their  own  emolum^it.  The 
illicit  trade,  that  prevailed  much  till  of  late,  has  been  thought  to  flamp  a 
ferioufnefs  on  the  afpeft  of  thofe  even  that  had  no  immediate  connexion 
with  that  pernicious  bufinefs,  to  a  degree  that  had  too  much  the  femblance 
of  either  diffid«ice,  or  fufpicion  and  jealoufy.  To  ftrangers,  however, 
who  occafionally  vifit  them,  and  mean  only  to  remain  a  fhort  time,  they 
appear  open,  affable,  and  cheerfid  ;  and  whUe  they  are  polite  without  ce- 
remony, they  are  extremely  hofpitable,  and  only  fhow  a  litde  more  re- 
ferve,  and  more  jealoufy  of  ftrangers  that  fettie  among  them  on  account  of 
bufinefs,  than  they  difcover  for  one  another, 

Peribnal  and  family  differences  muft  fometimes  take  place,  wherever 
paffions  and  interefts  interfere  ;  and  when  thofe'  happen  here  (which  they 
l)ut  too  often  do),  they  are  rather  augmented  than  diminifhed  by  time  j 
and  as  they  cannot  be  extinguifhed  by  a  free  intercourfe  with  mankind, 
they  often  prevent  their  cordially  uniting  together  in  fupport  of  any  mea- 
fure,  however  well  calculated  it  may  be,  to  promote  the  benefit  of  their 
country. 

If  at  any  time  they  engage  in  trade,  and  form  connexions  with  other 
places,  the  fuccefs  which  many  of  them  have  had,  fhows  plainly  that  they 
underftood  the  method  of  tranfadting  bufinefs  ;  and  with  the  perfons,  to 
whom  they  have  adted  as  partners  or  agents,  they  have  feldom  or  never 
failed  to  fupport  the  charader  g£  men  of  Integrity. 

But,  though  they  are  faithful  and  affe<£iionate  in  domeflic  life,  honeft 
in  their  public  tranfadions,  hofpitable  to  ftrangers,  charitable  to  the  needy, 

and 


Digitized  by 


GoogI( 


Chap.  11.  THE  ORKNEY    ISLANDS.  n$ 

and  not  only  juft  but  humane  to  their  tenants  and  dependants,  there^  ap- 
pears, in  the  charader  of  foxne  of  them,  a  deep  and  figdal  blemifli ;  and 
that  is,  a:  fupine  ladijSerence  about  reli^on.  This  is  the  more  furprifing, 
as  they  are  diftinguiftied  for  theu*  good  fenfe  and  literature,  no  lefe  than 
ibr  their  decency  and  regularity  of  manners. 

To  fay  nothing  of.  thofe  that  are  ftiU  alire,  any  more  than  of  thofe 
who  have  recently  departed  this  life,  we  fhall  only  name  two  natives,  Six 
Robert  Strange  and  Mr  Mackenzie,  whofe  works  pro^^e^  that  tafte  and 
genius  maj  fpring  up  in  the  north,  and  contribute  to,  the  amuljement,  the 
jf^ty,  and  \he  advantage  of  mankind,  {a) 

But  whatjBver  may  be  thought  of  the  charaders  of  the  men  of  the  firft 
,clafs,  there  is  one  refpeift  in  which  they  are  peculiarly  fortimate;  and  that  is^ 
ill  the  excellence  of  their  female  companions.  While  women  of  chat  rank 
in  fome  places  fpend  their  time  in  attending  to  their  drefs,  reading  plays  and 
novels,  playing  at  card^  and  dice^  and  frequentii^g  public  places  in  parties 
-of  pleafure,  ours  reckon  it  their  glory  and  happinefe  td  devote  their  days  to 
the  faithful  difcharge  of  the  relative  and  domeftic  duties.  While  they  are 
young,  they  look  up  to  the  conduct  of  their  mothers,  which,  in  moft 
inftances,  is  a  model  of  innocence,  induftry  and  economy ;  and  when 
they  arrive  at  a  more  nuiture  age,  and  have  been  educated,  as  they  gene« 
rally  are,  in  thofe  branches  that  become  their  ftation,  they  are  proud  to 
follow  pun<3:ually  the  example  that  has  been  fet  them.  They  are  on  all 
occafions  refpedful  and  obedient  to  their  parents,  cheerful  in  their  temp«, 
and  contented  with  their  condition  ;  and  they  are  in  every  refpe^  as  af- 
.  fable,  as  they  are  innocent  and  modeft  in  their  manners.  And  when  mar- 
riage conneds  them  with  another  family,  which,  on  account  of  the  fmall 
number  of  men^  but  too  feldom  happens,  they  are  no  lefs  diftinguifhed 
for  their  attachment  to  their  hufbands,  than  they  are  for  the  prudent 
management  of  their  houfe,  and  motherly  afFeftion  for  their  children. 
.  Though  their  education,  as  in  other  places,  is  inferior  to  that  of  the  men^ 
.  their  underftandings  are  in  general  fuperior.     They  are  alive  to  all  the 

tender 


{a)  Sir  Robert  Strange,  the  engraver ;  and  Mr  Murdoch  Mackenzie,  author  of  the 
Kautical  Surveys,  (o  vreh  known,  and  fo  much  approved  by  mariners.  '" 
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tettder  fenfibilities,  that  mark  and  adorn  their  fex ;  and  while  the  other 
fex,  at  leaft  feme  of  them,  difcover  a  culpable  indifference,  they  fhow  hf 
their  conduit,  that  they  feel,  in  all  their  vigour,  the  warm,  though  ra- 
tional fentiments  of  devotion. 

Such  are  the  manners  of  thofe  that  are  of  the  firft  c6nfideration  of  bodi 
fexes,  taken  in  a  general  point  of  view,  without  entering  into  thofe  litde 
peculiarities,  thofe  nice  and  almoft  Imperceptible  fhades  which  diftinguilh 
or  mark  the  charaffter  of  individuals. 

The /ecoff J  cla/s  confifts  of  thofe  tfiat  are  denominated  tradefinen  and 
fliopkeepers,  who  are  here  pretty  numerous.  If  we  examine  this  claCk 
with  attention,  and  compare  it  with  the  preceding,  the  obfervation  that 
has  been  fometimes  made  will  be  confirmed,  that  there  is  more  virtue  to 
he  found  among  the  middle  rank  of  gentry,  than  in  any  other  clafs  in  fo- 
ciety. 

Such  as  are  engaged  in  traffic,  or  fellow  mechanical  employments,  re- 
^de^  fot  thfemoft  part,  in  the  two  principal  towns,  only  a  few  of  them 
t)etrig  fcattered  through  the  MandJ.  The  traders,  tJiat  live  in  the  coun- 
try, ai*e  decent,  peaceable,  induftrious,  htmeft  people,  whoconmionly  toite 

thfe  buflnefs  of  the  fkfmer  with  that  of  the  trader,  and  are  of  confiderable 

t 

"benefit  to  their  neighbours.  Th:e  fliopkeepers  in  Stromhefe,  who  have 
Tcaitely  4any  oppottunity  of  fatining,  are  people  of  nearly  the  fame  defcrip- 
4iDn.  Some,  that  carry  on  the  retail  trade  in  Kirkwall,  are  defeended 
•frbrti  reipeQable  families,  and  are,  befides,  men  of  fenfe  and  education ; 
they  kiit)H^  hb'^  to  purchafe  goods  of  the  heft  quality,  and  at  the  beft 
Hidrfcet ;  iJicy  have  wifdom  to  preferve  their  credit,  and  integrity  to  in- 
duce th^m  faith'ftifly  to  ferve  their  cuftomers.  Many,  indeed,  of  late  have 
'it/ffimenced  that'  bufinefs,  who  are  as  mean  in  point  of  birth  as  they  are 
defitife^t^lti  jirihcipte  and  education  :  their  ftock  is  fmall ;  their  credit  31 
•ftipported  ;  theit*'fexperices  exceed* their  profit ;  their  bufinefs  is  negleSed  ; 
^and,  ih  tliis  ttate  of  things,  as  it  h  eafy  to  fbrefee,  bankrtiptcy  has  fite- 
i^eftfly  been  the  confequence. 

'    ^  I'he  whole  of  the  fliopkeepers,  almoft  without  exception,  are  accufed 
of  taking  exorbitant  profits  on   all    the  articles  in  which  they  deal ;  and 
it   muft  be   confefled,:  tb^   grpcery   goods   of  all   forts,   calicoi^,  hard- 
ware. 
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ware,  and  in  (hort,  whatever  is  difpofed  of  in  fhops^  h  fold  at  a  muc)^ 
higher  price  here  than  in  moft  other  places.  But  when  it  is  confidered 
that  they  muft  piirchafe  all  their  commodities  at  a  very  diftant  market, 
and  pay  high  freight,  iofurance,  and  other  ch^ges  for  thw  importation ; 
and  that,  in  order  to  aafwer  the  demand  of  a  mukitude  of  people;,  tl^ey  ajre. 
under  the  n^ceffity  of  laying  in  a  large  ftock  at  osie^,  co^fiiUng  qf  a  variety 
of  iuticks,  whibh  are  often  fa  long  on  hand  as  td  be  daqi^g^  or  aimofl  lofl; 
altogether,  the  charge  will  appear  ip  a,'^reat  meafure  t|i^UQ,de4,  ^nd  their 
profits  by  no  means  fo  exorbitant  amd  i^nreafonable,...  i  . 

The  tradeftpen  that  live  in  the  •  couniryv  as;j»rtlli-aa.  the  Jittle  tjfdersj; 
have  generally  little  'farms,.  vHoftk  iire  xwif^  to  equal  detrimea?  ta 
them  and  their  employers, .  in  &>  &r  ^  their  atcentdon  is  divided  tio  ijvsh  a 
degree  between  the  two  species  of  employment,  that  both  arte;  managed 
with  little  (kin,  and  even  £rQqueiitly\nie^e<S»dw'  lAlthioi^  ^  ,xi^^^^\^^ 
in  the  biirgh,  whofe  attention  is  >re|lrii9»d  4e.  >5>fte  lim  of  feufii^Sj  h#VQ 
more  dexterity  in  their  refpeflive  profeffiD^pa,  yet  thofe  m  tl»ft»ountryiare 
often  employed  in  preference^ '  because  ih^y  are  xbqk  ioduftrio^s  at|d  .at*^ 
tentive.  '  ' '  -  /i-  .'.    :   *•  •-   •>.  •,;  ■/  ..*; ,  : 

The  iiihab^^Ms  oi  townSy  bQiia^reud^ia^odiafettof ;  i^  hvfs^l^ 
from  the^  many  occaiic^s  th^  th^  have  ofadferaUing  tlogfti^ti  lMre*m:  ithft 
mofi  imminent  danger  of  corrupting  one  another;  an4  wbw  ^s  rli9{;fM 
pehs^  the  vices  that  ate  prevalent  among  th^m  areidlenefs^  gamjjog^  dsiu^ 
ennefs,  combined  femetim^  pf  lat^'wkh  fiich  a  cdnteii^xC^rbf:  m^^Aty^ 
as  boarders  on  fedition.  From  :ttofe:.vibe8y  die  .inooi^ifeitQjl  ftr^^^^b^ 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  akb^eiher  e^emptol;  iiipeci^l^  ttf  rth^iiW/^es 
fome  years  ago  acddentatty  by^ought  iiuo  veirywpecuHa^  jci^tui^^ 
Three  feveral  times,  during  one  parliament,  KirkwaU-hkppto^'tiQ^bfifjgicM; 
only  the  returning,  lMi^tiie^ciditfgr4iiKgh/T.a^  i^^^eat 

melafure  depended  bh  <hfe  fUfeag^^crf'-tfaeideaociw  i.^BuA.aSitii^^m^»  fon 
veral  rich  and  ambitioUa  caiididaftes^  thfe  cton&c^nces  pxkj  j&iAy^h^  C$»-« 
jedlured.  The  incorporated  trades, -vain  with > the  attedticHii^.andl;  SaWexj 
whieK  Aey  had-  met  with,  •  aaftd  tLffblini^g  coafi^pu^c^  dri.  j^ibodH&t  ;0f  ^h© 
moiiey^k^thfey  had  UtelyifeeeiVBd^^  1^        to  :fiiitaiidc§i«xtt4/Aad,«JQpt 

meafures. 
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meafurefi,  which  materiaUy  mjored  the  poor  a  funds,  and  whifh,  if  allow-. 
edy  might  have  ruined  thenu 

The  kitk-'feflton,  who  are  well  koowa  to  be  the  legal  adminiftrators  o€ 
thefe  funds,  alarmed  at  this,  warmly  remooftrated^  aa  they  were  bound  m 
duty,  and  made  many  £ur  ofiers  of  accommodation!^  for  the  fak^  of  peaice^ 
but  to  no  e^^  ;  and,  every  attempt  to  fettle  matteiB  amicably  proving  un- 
fuccefsful  through  dieir  cb(6iacjj  an  appeal  was  made  ta  the  law  as  ther 
laft  reiburce,  when  the  Sn{»:eme  Court,  after  a  very  full  difcufllon  of  the: 
pdnts  in  queftion,  found  the  incorporation  liable  in  the  whole  expence^ 
incurred,  and  ordansedthemto  grro  up  t^.flibjeOr  in  <fifpure,  as  detri- 
mental to  the  poor  of  the  iphca  Ensaged  at  the  kidc^^lSoti  for  enter- 
ing into  this  procefs^  to^  which  the  infolence  of  the  incorporations,  as  well^ 
as  their  own  duty,  compdled  them,  they  abandoned.^  efbjbliihed  phurch^ 
on  {Mretenee  c^  not  finding  feats  to  tbm  mindy  and  formed  th^m^^yes  inr- 
tof  ft  f^parate  relq^ous  £3ckty,*-r-a  new  {^enomenon  in  this  eojutitry^ 

Before  fim  event  took  place,  tbey  had'  been  fcunelomes  accufed  of  want 
of  fkiS  in  their  re^pedive  trades;  they  had  been  r^refentedas  inati^sndve;^ 
to  their  wc»rds  and  their  engagements,  and  very  extravagant  ia  theif  der* 
flMEfilis  of  wagis  i  hot  tbouj^  tb^  charges:  iiHouId^  \^  .^i^wtled  to  have 
ftnd  foundation,  they  ara^  c^ounterbakneed  by  federal  valuable  q]Liali(ie&. 
Bormerty,  atteaft,  they  were  fbcial  aiaong  themfelv^  cheaful  in  their. 
Mnp4n«,  obliging,  aist  mndegateiy  .ifulu{b:ioas«.  No  people  of  their  rank 
^Qtdd  excel- ditfm'iiii^die  decency  i>£tbfeir  appc^sg^ance  and  dref?;  &ow  mora 
Pify^to  Am  iiipfaaady  'xiti  ^emibentini&^t  with  tlimr  coi^ition.  Theif^ 
iKmfltry,  ^  liodi  i(i  civil  and  i«^  invitations,  had  a  large  ihare  q£ 
tiit^regatxly  and  they  vrece  nenrer  wanting  iaa  becoming  attention  ta  the; 
|«*lic!dtetiW  of  religiont . 

'i :v^Sli9  tMrd(^^fMti^kkax\»  oonta^iall  t^o^^thf^t  ^  in-  aay  refpe^f); 
c«^n«^)Fed>  wUh^the  odtivatkxi  bf  tbe  landf  ivtch^  as  i^^j^ars,  with  their  fes^ 
xtmm  and  cottagers;  «ndflfi  tfaefe  taken  tQgethtf,^  may  be  confideced  as^ 
makittg  abouteight^ttndir  of  Ae  whol^  population*  From  this  number 
miiKl  be  dedQ^diuebrgemlemen  as  hsyax  a  c€N(ifider^le  part  of  thj^owa 
iftiim^  k»w0  as  tbde  fiumers  that  iKcvpy  a  large  pr^qrtioffi  qf  H^Q^l^f^ 
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of  others.  The  refiKuiidery  which  make  vtp  the  great  body  of  thai  order^. 
coniift  of  mtn  who  are  in  geaeixl  poor,  having  very  fitde  ilock,  and  de^ 
pendifig  for  thft  moft  part  oOf  JteelboWj  wluch  is  a  certain  number  of 
herfes  and  catde,  widi  a  qoamity  of  com  and  proiwader,  which  the  te^ 
Rent  peceiTes  on  hia  entry  to  ^  iarm,  and  ddiverB^  at  his  removal,  and 
whkh  belongs  to  the  propiietor.  'Hxeir  him»  are  fmall  in  comparifon  of 
thofe  in  Scodand,  as  they  feldom  exceed  forty  acres  of  araUe  land,  vnth 
a  fuilable  pfopbrdon  of  wafte  ground  for  pafture ;  and,  at  an  av^age, 
Aey  are  not  above  twenty  acrds,  with  a  iimiiar  appendage.  The  rents 
are  alpio(^  alwaryd  paid  in  kind  }  and,  what  is  ftiil  worfe,  arbitrary  fervices 
are  kS&  exuded  in  fe^^ersj  inftances.  Few  of  tbem^  comparadvdy^  fyeslk* 
ing,  have  leafes^  and  th^  fow  leafes  are  only  of  very  fhort  duradcm,  io 
that  they  can  attempt  no  fort  of  improvement }  but  akhoog^  the  mc^  of 
them  ave  tenanls  at  will,  they  are  not  in  a  woffo  condition  tiian  the  odbera, 
a»  they  are  very  fokkmi  remo^rad  from  their  Ikde  pofifeffions.  So  much, 
indeed,  i* tli^  the cafoi  thitt  them  are  many,  vriiaat diis  nK)ment  eeei^y 
the  very^  Um^  fiffms^  tfiat  were  held  by  their  iuhers^  gmndfiitha^  and 
gnat-gmndfirthem 

Mean  a^  tUs  eondiioa  of  fiarmera  may  wppmr  in  the  eyes  of  "Afofo 
tfeat  have  been  accaftomiid  to  bdbold  a  fobftancial  and  independent  tenant- 
ry, thitf  ctafs  ei  people  denommatei  cpmrs  ara  hi  a  flill  much  w«rfo  con^ 
ifitioa  Taunderftand  this  it  muft  be  obfer^^,  that,  connedpd  with  al* 
Qioll  e^^ery  large  farm,  ihepe  are  fome  cottages^  every  one  of  which  has  a 
garden,  with  as  mudi  grafs  and  com  land  a&  vi^  pdhire  ^  cow  or  two 
in  fiumner,  and  fumUh  for  them  ptxxfender  in  wimer.  Poor  families  re- 
fide  in  th^  cottages,  who  are  muderftood  «o  hold  ihem  of  the  perfon  who 
occupies^  Ae  principal  farm,  to  vdiom  they  are  entirely  iubjed  j  who  may 
Temove  tftem  at  hls^pteafure ;  and,  as^  a  rent  fer  th^  Ktde  &rm>  may  caH 
diem  to  labouf  for  him  at  any  lime  of  the  yeu",  and  at  any  kit  of  em- 
ployment Mbaeover,  dieir  chikhen,  as  foon  as  they  become  fit  for  la- 
hour,  m«ft  work  for  him  in  the  capacky  o£  lervents^,  for  what  he  reckons 
teoibiiabl?^  wages  \  and  if  at  any  time  thef  reftife,  the  parents,  at  the  very 
Beort'term^  are  liable  to  be  expeUed  from  thdr  habitations. 

U  u)  This,. 
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This,  though  ah  un&voiiraUe,  is  a  jufl:  view  of.  A^TCdTdltion  of  tJflrt 
<:lafs  of  people.;  and,  in  the  contemplation  of  it^  we  cannot  help  wiihing 
that  their  Situation  iiaglit  be  rendered  Icfs  dependent  Bttt  yi^hile  we  la- 
ment the  unhappy  drcnmftances  in  which  a  large  portion  of  our  fellow- 
creatures  is  ftill  fituated,  it  i$  proper  to  obferve,  that  their  coodition  is  no 
^worfe  than  that  of  many  poor  cottagers  about  tlurty  ot  forty  years  igo^ 
through  various  patts  of  Scotland. 

The  circmnftances  of  both  farma:^  and  cottar$  vrill  cteurly  point 
iout  their  rej|>e<^ve  leadii^  and.  general  chara£t«.  They  are  in  a 
high  degree  indolent  5  w^edded  to  old  cuftoms;  averfe  to  every  im- 
provement;  dark^  artful,  interefted  j  refpedfid  to  .th$ir  fuperiors,  as 
much  from  fear  as  from  love  aad  fufpicion ;  fcfmetimes  ^ndeanrour- 
ing.to  undermine  and  flander  one  anotheiv  Thefe  foibles,'  defects  and 
vices,  are  blended,  howev»,  with  fome  good  qualities  and  amiable  vir- 
tnep.  In  j>oint  of  Sagacity  and  underflandtng  they  are  equal  to  thofe  of. 
the  iame  ftation  in  2imo&  any  other  place.  They  are  f^thfid  in  the  -ciy- 
fervance  of  .the  marris^e  vow,  and  kind  to  their  children ;  honcA  in  their 
tranfaiSions  with  one  another,  though  negligent  in  the  payment  of  thdr 
xenfiB.  Thar  tempers  are  mild  and  peaceable  4  and  thoqgh,  in  profperity, 
their  hearts  itfe  not  apt  to  overflow  with  gratitude,  in  t3!euble  they  fufier 
with  patience,  and  devout  refignation  to  the  will  of  Heaven.  Their  reli- 
gion is  taught  them  in  the' utmoft  purity  and  fimplidjty ;  and  thoijgh  it 
Ijsans  a  little  to  the  fide  of  fuperftition^  yet  it  reflxains  than  from  criminal 
indulgence,  an,d  infpires  them  with  the  love  of  virtue. 

Notwithftanding.the  nmny  hardfliips  to  which  th^  are  fubjefi,  the 
farmers  are  far  from  being  fo  unhappy  as  might  be  imagined,  for  they  in 
general  receive  much  kind  treatment  from  their  landlords.  Infiead  of  ber 
ing  turned  out  from  caprice  pr  refrattment,  as  fometimes  happens  dfe- 
where,  fo  long  as  they  incline  to  continue,  they  a«  leldom  removed* 
Thdr  rents  have  npt  been  railed  for  ihek  hundred  years ;  and  when  they 
fmk  into  poverty  from  want  of  health,  the  death  of  horfes  or  cattle,  ot 
the  r  failure  of  crops,  the  proprietors  of  their  farms  humanely  furbi& 
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them  widi  the  neceffarjr  articles^  till  the  return   of  more  pro^arous* 
days. 

Their  fervants  however  are^  in  almoft  every  refped,  in  a  more  eligible 
condition.     A  remarkable  change  has  taken  place  in  their  fituation,  in  the: 
courfe  of  a  few  years.     Formerly,  their  food  was  coarfe  and  fcanty,  and 
their  wages  fo  fmall^  that  only  a  very  litde  could  be  afforded  for  purchaf- 
ing  clothing  j  and,  if  they  had  families,  very  little  for  then:  fupport,  and^ 
nothing  for  their  education.     They  have  now  pleiuy  of  fubftantial  and. 
wholefonie  food  ;  and  as  their  wages  have  at  the  fame  time  increafed  up- 
wards of  fourfold,  both  they  and  their  families  are  not  only  better  fed,, 
but  better  lodged,  and  better  clothed.     And  as  their  induftry  has  not  in- 
creafed in  proportion,  the  price  of  labour,  thot^h  nominally  low,  is  be- 
lieved to  be  now  nearly  as  high  in  this  pkce,  as  in  moft  otiie^  through 
the  kiogdbnu     To  this  melioration  of  their  (bte,  various  caufes  have  con- 
tributed, of  which  the  demand  for  men  to  ierve  in  the  fleets  and  armies 
during  the  late  wars^  and  the  great  encouragemyeot  ^ven  for  engaging  in 
ike  fisheries  and  the  merchant  fervice,  may  be  ftated  as  the  principal. 

This  happy  change  in  the  lot  of  fuch  a  laxge  pcniion  of  our  ipecies,  would 
^ve  pleafure  to  every  benevolent  heart,  did  they  them&lves  feem  fefdi^ 
ble  of  the  benefit,  and,  linder  its  influence,  conduA  themfelves  widi  any 
degr^  c^  gratitude  and  moderation.  So  ^,  however,  is  this  from  being' 
the  cafe,  that  it  is  generally  agreed  that  they  ihow,  in  almoft  every  in- 
ftance^  kfs  regard  to  die  intereft  of  their  mailers,  and  the  performance  of 
dieir  duty ;  are  more  idle,  more  diflipated,  and  neither  fo  fubmiflive  nor 
re^>eiflful  in  their  behaviour. 

Like  the  reft  of  the  lower  clafe,  they  are  awkward  in  moft  of  their  o- 
perations,  and  fo  fettered  by  old  cuftoms^  that  they  fhow  the  moft  marked' 
averlion  to  every  fort  of  improvement ;  and  as  they  are  feldom  or  never 
required,  on  entering  into  new  fervice,  to  produce  certificates  of  their  fi- 
delity  to  their  laft  mafters,  they  are  by  no  means  fo  anxious  as  they  ought  ^ 
to  be,  to  preferve  a  fair  and  induftrious  charadier. 

In  fliort,  the  fervants,  male  as  well  as  female,  are  fomewhat  ignorant 
and  cardefe,  giddy,  felf-concdted,  and  even  petulam,  fo  long  aa  they  re* 
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^mam  ait  home ;  but  as  fboa  as  iStiey  remcfve  ioM  another  co^atry^  and 
mingle  with  thofe  of  their  own  rank,  and  are  under  proper  regulations^ 
they  often  diftinguifh  themidyts  as  fidtfaful,  a^^e,  and  flolfiil  in  th^ 
reipeaive  employments. 

If  fmtable  r^ulatioae  with  regard  to  fervants  were  framed^  and  the 
gentlemen  united  to  enforce  tbenx,  they  would  foon  be  much  better  ferr- 
ed  Their  tenants  would  find  £eu:  ie&  diftctdty  in  cukivatiAg  the  ground ; 
and  even  the  fenrants  themfelves  would  foon  improve  fb  much,  in  many 
refpeds,  under  their  influence,  as  to  be  far  more  hsppy  in  their  condi- 
tion. 

.Tbe  charader  drawn  of  the  whole  inhabitants  at  an  early  paiod,  is 
fiill  in  fcHne  meafiire  applicable.  They  are  tall,  robuft,  and  weU  propw- 
tioned  in  d^ir  perfoos  ;  thdr  oountenancas  £Eur  and  florid }  and,  from  die 
fimpiicity  of  their  food  and  of  dior  manneiB,  they  commonly  live  to  a' 
.greai  age,  Itttk  iKipaired  eidser  in  dusr  minds  or  bodies,  {a)  In  one  re* 
{peGt^  dwjr  difier  from  vdiMt  th«y  were  fimnerly,  fince  fobriety  now  iUnds 
almoft  £cft  in  die  Mft  of  their  virtues,  {i)  About  half  a  century  ago,  an 
intelligent  intive  dins  jkxBij  drew  their  charader. 

.  ^  Moft  of  the  ^ntry,  or  better  ibit,  £niihing  dieir  ^uoitiofi  at  Edhi- 
^  ^Dur^  af&ft  the  manners  Md  cuftomsof  that  placd*  A  charader  given 
*->cxf  them  by  hiftorians  many  years  ago,  diat  they  were  gi^at  drinkers, 
^  but  not  dmnkaids,  is  in  feme  meafure  true  dill,  though  die  pra^ice  <^ 
^^  exceffive  drtddng  has  been  much  had  afide  witkin  diefe  few  yeais. 
*:  They  are  generally  kind  without  carefling,  clvii  widKn^  ceremony,  and 

*  refpedlful  without  compliment  j  their  refentments  of  obligations  and  in- 

*  juries  are  more  quick  than  perceptible  j  diey  ate  obliging  and  hdpitable 

*  to  fbrangera,  and,  where  no  party  differences  intervene,  focial  and  fiiend- 
^  ly  among  themfelves.     But  artful  endeavouns  to  und^mine  di6  meafures 

*  and  interefts  of  each  oth^  from  flight  caufes,  have,  few*  feveral  years 
^  bygone,  deflroyed  the  harmony  and  mutual  intercourfe  of  beneficence, 

*  which  would  have  otherwille  taken  place  j  diverted  their  attention  hem 

*  improving 


{a)  Polyd.  VirgU.    Ilea.  Boeth.  {6)  Buchanan,  Hift.  Scot. 
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improviftg  Ihe^^miiid  by  bewtr  mcfliods  of  huibandry,  aftd  oMtnifited 
fh«  k^roduiftioil  of  ibme  ufeful  am  axid  branches  of  commerce,  wluch 
might  be  advantageoufljr  earned  on  from  th«ice*  It  is  remarkable, 
however,  that  their  ammofities  fddom  or  never  bteak  out  into  perfonM 
infults  or  abufive  language,  either  openly  ot  in  private-  Oa  publk  oo 
cafions,  or  when  bufinefe  reqnire^  it,  they  meet  together  freely,  join  in 
converfation,  and  ahr ays  behave  civilly  to  eadi  other. 

*  The  commonalty  ate  heiJkhy,  hardy,  weU^aped,  fubjed  to  few 
difeafes,  and  capable  di  an  abliemioua  and  laboiioos  hh  at  the  iime 
time ;  but,  for  want  of  prcfttable  employment,  flow  at  woric,  and  many 
-of  them  inclined  to  idlenefs^  In  fagacity  and  natucii  underftanding, 
they  are  inferior  to  few  of  the  commons  in  Britjuix :  fparing  of  their 
words,  referred  in  their  fentimente,  el^peciaHy  of  what  feema  to  have  a 
connexion  with  their  rntereft ;  apt  to  magnify  or  aggravate  their  iofies, 
and  fhidioud  to  conceal  or  dhninifh  their  gains :  tenaooua  of  old  cuf* 
toms,  though  never  fo  inconvenient ;  averie  lo  new^  tiH  mommended 
by  fome  fticcefsful  examples,  amoi^  their  own  xsmk  and  acqudntance, 
and  ihen  imiverfally  keeA  to  imitatet  honeft  in  that  dnfinga  with  one 
another,  but  not  Co  fctupt^us  with  refpeft  to  ^  matter  of  die  gtmiod, 
often  running  deeply  in  anears  td  hhn,  wbUe  they  ponAoatty  dear  txt* 
dit  vrith  every  one  elfe.  Th^e,  and  fome  other  fingularkies,  may  ht 
afoibed  to  the  abfurd  and  impolidc  cuftom  of  fhort  leafes^  radked-rei^ 
and  high  entries,  which  prevail  in  other  parts  t^  well  as  here.  Theft 
and  other  crimes  are  conceded,  even  by  thofe  whd  have  fuftained  the 
injury,  from  an  opinion,  that  it  is  a  d^ee  of  guilt  in  a  private  perfbn 
to  become  the  voluntary  inftmment  of  anodier^a  fuffieiings ;  and  that 
the  imprecadcms  of  Ae  aflKded,  though  foflfering  by  the  hand  of  jut 
tice,  ar6  followed  widi  vifiMe  jiidgments.  They  are  de^arous  at  the 
oar  and  management  of  boats  j  and  when  they  betake  tilemielves  to  the 
fea,  make  fober,  honeft,  and  esqpert  failcw^  Thou^  in  the  neighbour^ 
hood  of  the  Highlands  of  Scodafid,  y«  they  have  none  of  Aofe  man* 
ners  and  cuftoms  for  which  the  tfigManders  are  remarkable}  but  £idi 
as  refemble  thofe  of  the  fouthern,  rather  than  of  the  northern  part  of 
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*  the  Idjigdbin.     Their  reli^on  is  Prefbyterian,  without  Wgotrjr,  enthufi^ 

*  afoi,  or  zeal ;  and  without  difienters^  excepting  a  very  few  of  the  Epit 

*  copal  perfuafion.     The  mirth,  diverfions,  and  mutual  entertainments  of. 

*  the  Chriftmas  and  other  holidays  are  ftilt  contimied,  though  the  devo- 

*  tion  of  them  be  quite  forgot.  * 

Many  of  the  cuftoms  of  this  place  hare  been  already  teentioned,  and 
others  will  naturally  fall  under  our  confideration  in  a  fubfequent  part  of 
this  worL  The  few,  therefore,  that  fhall  be  mentioned  at  prefent,  are 
fuch  only  as  appear  to  be  illuftrative  of  charad:ier  and  manners. 

From  the  long  refidence  of  the  Ufhops  among  them,  both  before  and 
fince  the  Reformation,  no  lefs  than  from  the  fpleadid  external  ihow  in 
the  Epifcopal  worfhip,  fuch  a  deep  imprefiion  has  been  made  by  Epifco* 
pacy  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  th^t  more  than  a  century  has  not  been 
able  to  efface  it  To  many  of  the  old  plaoes  of  worfhip,  therefore,  efpe* 
cially  fuch  as  have  been  dedicated  to  pai:ticular,  favourite  f^ts,  they  ftill 
pay  much  veneration,  vifiting  them  frequently,  when  they  are  ^erious^ 
melancholy,  or  in  a  devout  modd,  repeating  within  their  ruinous  waHs, 
ptayers,  patemoflers,'  and  forms  of  words,  of  which  tbey.  have '  litde 
knci^dedge.  Wheh  diey  confider  t^emfelves  in  any  imminent  danger,  they 
invoke  the  sdd  of  thefe  faints,  and  vow  to  perform  fervices,  or  prefent  obf 
lations  to  them,  on  condition  that  they  interpofe  fucceisfiilly  in  their  be- 
half;  and  they  are  gwerally  very  punftual  in  perftwrning  thde  vows. 

Some  days  of  the  week  are  fortunate  to  begin  any  bufmefs  of  import- 
ance ;  others  would  fpoil  it  completely  j  and,  in  this  refpeft,  even  fome 
months  are  much  preferable  to  others.  Thurfdap  and  Fridays  are  the 
days  in  which  they  incline  to  marry ;  and  they  anxioufly  and  fcrupulouf* 
ly  avoid  doing  it  at  any  other  time  than  when  the  moon  is  waxir^.  If 
they  kill  cattle,  they  mufl  alfo  do  it  during  the  growing  of  that  luminary ; 
from  an  idea,  that  if  delayed  till  the  waning,  the  meat  will  be  of  an  in-^ 
fericHT  quality.  In  preparing  for  a  voyage,  when  leaving  the  fhore,  they 
ahrays  turn  their  boat^  in  the  (fire^lion  of  the  fun's  motion ;  and  in  fome 
{daces  they  never  fail  to  utter  a  ihort  prayer  oa  fuch  occafions. 
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The  feftivals  in  the  Romifli  kalendar  are  obfenred  with  the  moft  ftu- 
dious  care,  not  indeed  as  times  of  religious  worfhip,  but  as  days  exempt- 
-ed  from  labour,  and  devoted,  tfi-feafliagi  and  .conviviality.  On  fome  of 
thefe  days  they  muft  be  allowed  to  be  entirely  idle  ;  on  others  they  will 
engage  a  little  in  fome  kinds  of  work.  One  while  they  muft  go  a-fifli- 
ing,  another  they  carefully  ahftain  fiSofti  that  fort  of  employment:  now 
they  muft  eat  fifli,  now  flefh ;  now  eggs,  milk,  and  fo  on,  as  the  particular 
day  or  feafon  dire<3:s  them.  .^, ,,  ,    ^.    , 

Like  the  common  people  in  moft  other  places,  they  are  extremely  cre- 
dulous, and  put  entire  confi4ence  in  men  of  high ,  pretenfions,,  which 
leads  them,  as  often  as  they  have  occafion  to  take  advice  with  xeljpefl:  to 
the  ftate  of  their  mind,  their  body,  or  their  affairs,  to  truft  quacks  in  eve- 
ry line,  rather  than  men  that,  have  been  regularly  bred,  arid  are  diftin- 
guifhed  for  their*  good  feiife  and  education.  T^e  lame  credulous  fpm^^ 
leads  them  to  put  f^dth  in  all  the  abfurd  and  ridiculous  tales,  which  are  lb 
often  circulated,  concerning  witches^  fairies,  5ccj  and  confeqiiently  fub- 
jeSs  them  to  be  impofed  upon  by  all  fiich  as  pretend  to  deid  with  fami* 
liar  fpirits.  ^  ' 

Hence,  the  multitude  of  charms  that  arie  ftill  in  pradice,  for  Idfling 
Ijparrows  that  defti'oy ^  the  early  <:dm;^  expfelling  mice  and  rats  that  infeft 
houfes ;  for  fecuring  the  luccefsful  brewing  of  ale,  and  churning  of  milk ; 
as  wellas  thofe  thkt  refpea"  women  in  labour  and  marriage;  and  thofe 
that  are  made  ufe  of  for  procuring  good  luck,  curing  ^e'difeafes  of  fheep, 
horfes,  and  black-cattle,  and  driving  away  tobthach,  hknidrrhagy;  con- 
liimption,  and  other  diftfempers.  ' 
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INDUSTRY. 


It  is  matter  of  muqh.  reg;ret,  that  the  mhabitants  of  this  country  ara 
very  deficient  in  in(Juflry»  not  fo  much  from  aay  want  of  capacity^  ad«- 
Tantages  of  fituationji  or  of  materials^  as  from  the  want  of  capital^  employ* 
^  in  fuch  a  mannar^  ^.vk>u14  excite  ^hat  i^iiit  of  ^i^terprife,  which  alone 
cap  g^Y^  ir^uflry  t^rt^      •  r.         .^ 

The  rents^  of  d^  largefi  eftates  are  dra:wn  by.  men  who  do  not  refi4e 
iQ  th^  UbncU^  an4.  are  in  a  ^ea(  p^c^afure  (pent  in  another  ^ountrys  ta 
the  no  fmall  detriment  of  that  in  which  they  are  produced ;  or^  if  they 
are.^^qt  ogried  out  of  th^  IflaQd?*  .th^  haye-  bithertp.,been  fipent  in  luxu- 

.   *.         .  r  '  '    '.    J  .  .;       'Till  "  -  .♦    .  f        .'.  .if  .'       ?.    ,, 

ry,  or  diverted  to  fuclipurpof^s,  as  have  produced,  no  h?n/ef)cial  eSe€t  tQ 
the  community.  la  like  manner,^  the  mopej  that  has  been  gjoned  by; 
QOmQierce  has  either  Wn  donnaat,,  or  taken  ar  wronig  dke^OQ :  aod  the 
fame  may  witb  jtl^ce  be  faid.  of  what  has  arifen  from  manufadhires^  of 
which, at  Ijl^  Qn.e4)ra^cl>  has,, been  produf^ye  far  beyond  th(B  moft  ian^ 
guine  expedation.  The  fmall  proprietors^  bov<re¥er  mu^h  diipofedp  cai^ 
contribute  no^ng  to  promote  this  defirable  objedl,  on  account  of  the 
expenfive  mode  of  living  which  has  of  late^  been  introduced,  as  well  as 
of  the  heavy  burden  of  feu-duties,  under  which  they  have  from  time  im- 
memcHial  groaned. 

Hence,  though  other  provinces  in  our  extenfive  empire  are  advanc- 
ing rapidly  in  different  branches  of  induftry,  we  are,  notwithftanding  the 
advantages  of  our  fituation,  more  than  a  century  behind  many  around 
us,  in  whatever  can  advance  our  profjperity.     This  vrill  appear  but  too 
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evkferitj  If  we  confider  our  t&tal  want  of  *fifli»ic8i  though  cttf  cojiAb  a^ 
bound  with  fifh  in  vail  nunU^ers,  and  of  die  beft  quality;  if 'we  take  a 
tfew  of  the  fcantf  pc»rtkm  of  commerce  that  has  yet  been  earned  on,  of 
the  mean  condition  of  our  manufad:ures,  one  only  excepted,  and  pardr^ 
cularly  of  the  low  (fate  of  ftgricukore  in  companion  -of  what  it  » 
in  mioft  other  pafts^'  '  •  *  , 


.  Section  L 


NoTWftHSTANbiNG  the  excellente  of  agriculture  h  very  geueraiTy 
admitted,  it  has  in  many  countries  rather  followed  as  the  eSed,  than  pre-^ 
ceded  as  the  caufe  oP  otfier  branches  of  ihduftiy,  the  reafonfe  of  whicht 
have  been  fatisfadttaWly  explained  by  &i^th,  &i  his  Wealdi  of  Nadens. 
Befides  thbfe  which*  are  c<Mnm6n  to  this  wfth  bflifif  ^pitmnces,  Oi&rt  are 
frthers  of  a  pecullJM:  nature,  diat  have  had  great  influence  in  obftru^ng^ 
the  progrfeis  of  "this  uffeful  art ;  and  thefe-  have  operated  either  in  ancient 
times,  or  more  recenfdyj^  according  as  cifftimftances  have  occurred^ 

While  this  couritr/  was'  fubjeft  to  the  -Grown  of  Norway/  and  the* 
contefts  that  fo  ofterf  arofe  among  the  ^iflfefefat  candidates  for  the  e^l'^dom 
remained;  landed  property  could  not  be  fecure  or  fixed,  and  its  fluctuat- 
ing ftate  at  that  period  muft  have  had  an  eflfeft  in  preventing  the  cultiva- 
tion of  thef  ground.     Neither  does  property  f6em  to  have  beiMV  moi^e  per- 
manent, for  fbmfe  time  at  leaft,  after  it  came  under' die  Scotifh  monarchs;; 
and  though,  by  this  change,  it  acquired  mote  fbtbility,  ^iculture  woold^ 
reap  little  advantage,  as  the  farmers^  ftewards,  and  chambieriains^  who  re— 
prefented  dr  ferved  hb  Majefly,  would  naturally  be  looked  up  to  as  pat*- 
'  '  - '  Xx.  —     terns;; 
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t9X9Bi  and  thejr  had  po-ibdi  lqit«i»ft  in  tl^  laad,  |s  to  induoQ  tham  to 
^1^6^  ix^  its  i^qprcnrMnenc 

The  Earh  of  McMton^  avaiUag  themfdves  of  U^  influence  which  thef 
liad  ynBx  th^  re^pc^ye  Sorer^Jgns,  obtained  41  geant  of  it  for  the  fup^ 
port*  of  their  JfiumHa ;  and  foePH  whatev^  might  have  been  their  pret^i- 
fions,  to  have  had  no  other  views,  than  to  coiled  the  r«t9  as  ufiial  in 
kind,  and  apply  them  in  the  beft  manner  that  they  could  to  their  own 
life.  Involved  in  contefts  of  a  troublefome  and  vexatious  nature  with  the 
inhabitants,  which  an  eftate,  confiftlng  of  feu-dudes,  feldom  fails  to  pro- 
duce, they  difpofed  of  their  irredeemable  right  to  a  refpe^ble  commoner, 
who  made  the  pim:hafe,  unqueftionably  not  fo  much  with  the  defign  of 
promodi^  agriculture,  as  to  aggrandize  his  £unily,  by  increafing  his  poli- 
tical influence  in  the  flate. 

Befides  (what  has  perhaps  had  mora  influence  than  all  the  other 
caufes  united,  in  retarding  this  fpecies  of  induffay)  any  litde  flock  or 
^^^  ip^iieh  h^  hem  the  fifwt  of  labours  or  ;he  faviogs  of  care»  was 
^^»j^rf)\j  appiUe4  ^  that  d^fti:u£tive  illicit  trade  which  haa  never  i^led  to 
jm>ve  th^  riM».  irf  ev«y  ccHWtry  where  it  h^  he«  wtenfively  followed* 
XiiftjMd.^f  btyjbag  QDt  any  JJitde  money  that  could  ha;ve  been  ^^syred,  m 
iopxiemog  the  ftsfll^  thie  |i«opi^  io  th»  pro^ie^  of  mppe  imme^idte,  ai 
well  9fi  of  greater  gain»  vri^  \i\$i»  or  no  labow^  fent  it  to  for^gn  markets, 
to  pyrchafc  wine,  )m»dy^  ^n^  ^  i  which  were  imported  fometimes  in 
foreign  bottoo^  a^  foaoj^m^  in  veflels  of  th^  own  j  and  ipetailed  at 
i«fih  A  lew  {>fl}Ge^  and  Vk  fodi  <n>aw^tie$,  a^  waa  eqwUy  fubvecfive  of 
ift^Stefy  mA  efirrm^  Tbw  wa»  the  v^ojce  remarkable,  as  it  was  carried 
oa  to  tJM  greateft.es^te«A»  ^  ^  v^  time  when  the  cifdtivadon  of  the 
load  beeadne  4n  obje^  of  atp^oKion  to  ail  ranks  i^  Scotland,  who  uodted 
th^  eo4/9avQWf$9  <;<»dially  as4  vigoroufly,  in  the  profecution  of  a«  im* 
groYeiBftnt  that  wsie  juftly  cQ^fKie^ed  as.  eqvialfy  con4ucivetotheintereftof 
ili^viduala  antd  to  the  beaifit  <4!  tlje  State* 

Erow  the  eaiUeftages^  Jhe  pei;^  bwe  bon  in  the  cuftom  of  uiing 
tusf  or  pn^  fct  &^i  vi^ifcpji,^  4p  d^  peat  wofi^  w  many  places,  dge 
ajqa^:  exhaufted,  is  every  year  becoming  more  difficult  to  be  procured 
Several  of  the  illands,  too,  are  entire^  deftitute  of  peat  mofles,  to  fumifli 
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Aee  necej&ry^  fiiel ;  which  mull,  m  tkaC  cde,  be  procw^  fixna  thofe 
around  them';  and^  as  tbt  fridsa  are  in  foime  pkcea  broady  ai^  the  tideft: 
rapid,  this  is  dsne  at  great  troubie  and  expence.  The  thne  fpatt  m 
procimng  peat,  if  eoal  were  la&d  zb  a  fiab^atxaty  (as  it  n^^  be  perhii^ 
at  lefi  expence);  coold  be  employed  m  preparing  mamarey  deamiig  the 
ground  by  a  hJ&crw^  or  by  rad£ng  green  crops ;  arid  Uiis  way  of  fpeading 
the  latter  port  of  fummer  would  be  Hiore  advants^^eouft  than  that  m  whidt 
k  has  hitherto  been  emjrioyed. 

The  other  part  of  the  fimtmer  has,  &t  the&  e^ity  years  pi^  been^ 
for  the  moft  part,  empbyed  hi  a  raanafafture  €>f  ke^,  ht^y  adyiulta-*- 
geous  indeed,  not  only  to  &e  propriett^^y  bat  to  their  tenants,  and  evea^ 
in  fixne  meafbre,  to  &e  people  at  large  ;  hat  a^  it  occupies,  for  the  ipace 
of  more  diaa  two  mgndis,  dioifehamk  which  the  ^ccmnii  ft^nds  fo  mticb 
in  need  ef,  and  n^it  hai^  odberwife  occi^ed,  it  may  be  cbnfikfed  aft 
among  dine  cau&s^dut  harve  seCarded  this  nuA  esceHent  and  ideful:  ait; 

Bot,  whatever  marphaite  been;  the.  eaufnthardtvi^^  dL 

die  peopfe  ta  odier  ob^eds,  ^e  effsds:  oci  die  s^ncvkure  are  buc  tooc  car?* 
tjvnly  bad,  aa  will  appear  from  a  wem  of  i£s  p^ 

In  asoolies  diab  ace  vegaiw  ini  theic  boondacies,  it  i&  eafy  to  afcertai^ 
Ibe  extent  of  their  fur^ce,.  iia  nttes^  acareBy  or  any  ether  ifaEsttxainafer 
aoeafnre;  bnt  here  dialt  is  not  the  ea&,  for  dote  limits  are  extsentely  irre- 
gular ^  and,  befides,  an  eatafit  fervey  of  the  wfaotr  Iflanda  has  oe^r  yet 
keen  nsade.  .  A  ceoge^hire,  hpowever,  not  pedkqpa  -wty  wide  of  tl^  truth,. 
tea  been  formed^  ^lat  they  contton  a  hvudrad  and  fi&y  Aot^hmA  acre^,^ 
which  may  be  dbided  in^  tiie  ibllewtng  psepoBdeiitt. 

Betweeni  die  hil&<liftesv  whtck  are  a:  feat  ef  ^ery  imperfed;  tucf  fefloes,^ 
coe&ed  for  t&e  parpofe  e£  keeping  cattfe^  is.  ai  qranti^  cS  beathy,vnarfhyt> 
er  green  gcound,  pofleiTed  as  a  common^  affioudn^  te  afaout        9QtfiO& 

k£eId^paftnreaQdimttdbwr       '^        *        --        •        ^        SQiJ)0O^ 

Land  in  tiDagi    .    -        •        -        -        ;-       -     ,  -         Sf^fiOQ^ 

Occupied  by  houfes  and  gaxdena         ^^         ^        m         ^        %QQf]^^ 
.   &efh  water        -        -        -        -•^       -        •.        *        •»       4,000' 

15Q,00a 
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•  '  tltfi^ugli  that  cxjtent^  almoft  every  variety  of  foils  occurs  j  and  tte 
foils' af^  freq\ien^  fo  intermixed,  diatieveral  of  than  may  be  met  vnth 
at  no  great  cUftance  from  one  another.  The  mod  common  are  land, 
'  brick  day,  loam,  and  a  mixture  of  peat*mof8,  which  are  in  general  of 
no  greatdoptK  J  -as  roelcor  till  {a)  often  lye  only  a  foot  or  two  beneath  the 
tl[irfac6,  and  fpmetimes  ftiil  nearer  j  fo  that  tiie  latter  ia  in  danger  of  being 
fumed  up,  and  the  former  of  impeding,  or  breaking  the  plough.  . 

The  inftruments  made  ufe  of  in  agriculture  are,  in  many  refped^,  but 
IB  calcuisrt^d  ibr  the  purpofe.  The  plough,  that  vois  formerly  univerfal, 
an*is  ftill  in  common .  nfe,  ;has  only  one  ftUt,  with  neither  wreft  nof 
mouki-board ;  and  its  other  parts  are  jcaned  in  fuch  a  form,  that  it  has 
not  a  fm^le  quality  to  recommend  it,  but  its  fimplicity  and  the  low  price 
at  which  it  can  be  purchafed.  Frc»n  its  cbnftrudion,  it.  is  only  fitted  to 
&ratch  the  fur&ce  two  or  three  inches  deep,  smd  fcatter  the  dqds  around 
it,  without  touching  the  beft  part  of  die  eardi,  or  turning  it  up  to  the 
iaiutary  influence  of  the  fim  and  air.  This  ^wkward  tool  is  coipmonly 
drawn  by  three  or  four  horfes  abreail,  with  the  driver  moving  backward 
before  them ;  which  not  only  poaches  the  wet  land,  and  beats  down  the 
dry,  hue  jufUes  and  fatigues  the  poor  animals  that  go  in  the  middle,  and 
renders  their  labour  in  a  great  meafure  uffdefs.  .        . 

The  definas  of  the  plough  are  but  ill  fupplied  by  thdr  harrow,  which 
^onfifts  of  only  two  or  three  bulk,  in  which  are  inferted  only  fliort 
wooden  teeth,  anrd  whicl^  is  drawn  by  one  ox  or  hcafe,  by  means  of 
rope$  fixed  to  the  cornars.  <  If  the  fcal  be  of  a  fimdy  nature,  ^or  fomewhat 
loofe  and  crumbling,  fach  a  harrow  may  anfwer  the  purpofe  intended ; 
but  in  one  that  confifts  moftly  of  clay,  b  wet^  and  of  a  firm  texture,  it 
can  have  but  very  little  in^ience  in  pulverizing  the  ground,  and  will  alfo 
cover  the  feed  but  very  imperfe<aiy.  -       - 

In  many  -places^  the  knd  would  reap  much  advantage  £rom  the  ufe  of 
the  roller,  jiidicioufly  appUed,  in  fome  feafons ;  though  it  is  fcarcely  yet 
tanked  among  oujf implements  ©f  huibandry.    .....     .  - .  . 

.  *         -  -u:^  -.  ,     JMoft 


{a)  Schiftofe  clay. 
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Moft  of  tlifi  arable  lands  that  are  to  be  cultivated  bj  thefe  utehfils  are 
\inincIofed,  and  lye  expofed,  in  their  wet  ftate^  to  be  poached  by  cztAe^ 
and  torn  up  by  fwine  into  holes  and  ditches;. and  as  draining  ii  un- 
known, and  no  other  mode  of  forming  ridges  has  yet  been  adopted  than 
cleaving  and  gathering  alternately,  the  fields  are  often  drenched  and  foaked 
with  ftagnant  .water  during  the  whole  winter. 

Harveft  and  winter  ploughing  tliey  difapprove  of,  on  account,  as.  they 
|>retend,  of  the  water's  carrying  oflf  the  foil  when  ploughed,  at  thefe  fea- 
fons.  But  this  objection  can  have  no  weight,  as  moft  of  the  lands  ^re 
fituated  on  gende  declivities.  The  true  reafon  feems  to  be,  .that  indolence, 
which  has  not  yet  fuffered  it  to  become  the  cuftora,  to  w;hich,  in  moft 
things,  the  ordinary  farmers  are  in  the  moft  abjaO:  flavery. 

They  ufually  begin  to  plough  about  Candlemas,  O-r  SL,  when  they 
plough  their  oat-land,  into  which  they  throw. the  feed  two  or  three  weeki 
{afterwards ;  and  when  this  is  finifhed[,  the  bear-land  begins  to  be  ftirred 
and  harrowed,  and  commonly  receives  -the  feed  near  the  end'  of  May, 
immediately  after  it  has  been  manured  and  got  the  feed-fitrrow.  Bear  or 
bigg,  and  black  and  grey  oats,  are  the  only  grains  that  ure  commonly 
yaifed;  and  thefe  fucceed  each ,  other  invariably^  aod  widioul:  any  inter* 
miffion ;  and  this  feems  to  have  been  the  pnu^ce  for  centuries.  Rotation 
of  crops  has  never  yet  entered  into  their  thoughts,  any  more  than  change 
of  feed  of  the  fame  fpedes  ;  and  (what  is  much  worfe)  in  niany  places, 
they  are  fo  £ax  from  thinking;  it  proper  to  Me&  ihS  beft  j^art  of  their 
grain  to  preferve  fiwr  feed,  diat  they  entertain  the  ^bfurd  opiruon  that  the 
very  worft  kind  of  it  will  do  equally  wdl  for  ti^t  purpofe. 

Though  there  ia  plenty  of  limdftone  ia  n^ny  parts,  and,  in  fome 
iituations,  plenty  of  exceUeot  peat  ta  bum  it,  fo  ^3i|it  it  Qould  be  procured 
at  no  great  expence,.  it  is  not  yet  ufed  as  i  mailiire* '  The  fante.  indifier^ijce 
prevails  with  regard  ta  ipari^  which  is .  foun^  in ,  mmy  plac^$ ;  in  fome, 
on  the  ^rfece  of  Ae  grouiid^  rand,  in  others  at  qnly  a  fmall  ^q[>th,  al)}m- 
dant  in  quantity,  ^  and  excellent  ia  quality.?  £vai  the  dung»  of  animals, 
wbiob  ii^geodnittyHJo&ridaniAS.tte  b^  "nm^pyM^yj  T^ar4  aS;  of 
o'l^  ^  *      an 
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til  ia&nor  imij  land  of  little  importance^  ia  comparifbn  of  iea-weed,  on 
whkk  they  beftow  moft  of  their  attention. 

Tim  fi^>ftance  confifta  of  a  Tariety  of  marine  plants,  torn  off  from 
the  rocks  hy  the  force  of  the  fea  and  the  weather,  and  drhren  afhore^  ia 
winter  and  ^ring,  in  great  quanddea.  In  ibm  places,  it  is  carried  tip 
from  the  ftrand  immediately,  and  kud,  whik  it  is  yet  frefli,  on  the  land 
Inteiuied  to  produce  bear  that  feafon ;  and  in  other  places  it  is  laid  up  in 
a  heap,  to  ferment  and  putrefy  till  die  i{mng ;  when  it  is  ^read  on  the 
bear-^land,  either  immediately  before  or  after  it  ia  fiirred,  or  receivea  the 
firft  ploughing.  The  e£fe6:  which  it  produces  is  nearly  immediate,  and 
almoft  certain,  whenever  it  ia  applied  ia  a  proper  (bte  and  in  fufficient 
quantity ;  and,  in  whatever  way  it  adb,.  it  feems  to  continue  only  for  one 
year ;  and  the  bear  raifed  by  it  is  geneiaEy  believed  to  be  fmall^^  thick  in 
the  huik,  and  in  every  re^d  of  a  bad  quality. 

From  the  accomit  vfe  have  give%  it  is  eafy  toi  concmve  that  Ae  crapa;^ 
cannot  be  "(^ery  hixumnt     Accordmgty,  three  times  the  quantity  oT  feed 
Ibwn,  or,  hk  other  words^  thiree  &eds  for  cats^  aad  five  for  bear;  may  be 
llated  M  the  average  |m)dt)ce ;  nor  wittdus appear  ftrange,  aa.not oaly  boA 
tsbds  of  jgn^  am  fovm  uQcommoiily  diick,  bnthoffiss,  cattle,  fheep,  imDt^ 
ge^  are  in  many  pliaces  never  kqA  firom  die  com  fieidi^  till  the.  month  oT 
Jk^M,  and  are  even  fleered  t^pay  diem  masy  occafion^ 
through  the  fummer  and  harveft»     To  accowit  ficar  thisy  it  muA  be.  ob^ 
ftrved,  that,  ii(  moft  of  die  Ifiancb,.  ^  lands  on  the  &a*fhQre  wJy  are^ 
^perty,  dmd  thofe  ia  die  middle  or  the  latemaL  parts  are  occupied  ae^om-- 
mon-lands  by  &e  m^ide  iftuidi     Ta  divide  tbefe  kads  from  one  another,^. 
'Md  around  dua  eomm^ooy  a  very  isnpeded  tmf  fence  vraa.  erected,,  at  ai 
very  eady  perio^  and  kept  ia  pepair  from  year  to  year  by  thofi^  vf4io* 
have  fsBBBM  ad^oceaCi    A  Mit  befece  the  middfe  o£  fiuxunef^  sdi  the  horfeaK 
are  ^veik  Ini^  itM  o&mm^o^  moft  of  die  geefe^  and  £«dnev  aad  fltee^ 
:»id  alfo  the^  y^)^^^  cattle^  widii^  ah  intention  of  bong  ^"azedy  ygukont  die 
expence  of  efnplo;)^g  peopled  keep  d»em;  and  aa  cv€;ry  peribn  clatftis 
due  pnvSige  ei  IbacB^a^  m^y  of  iimk  dtAuk  mhe.fnik  tgunaku^ 
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the  pafiure  foon  bteomes  (o  exhaufted^  that  hunger  fortes  thenl  orer'  tfak 
fediie  mud  wall,  into  the  middle  of  the  fields  of  corti^  trhidi  the/  £»- 
quendy  deftroy* 

As  foon  as  die  harveft  commences,  which  is  commooiy  ^baot  die  be- 
ginning or  middle  of  September,  they  begin  to  cut  down  their  crc^,  sai 
almoft  always  before  it  be  ripe,  for  fear  of  its  being  hurt  by  bad  weathet^ 
or  confumed  by  die  catde  of  their  neighbours. 

The  inftrumentB  made  ufe  of  for  this  puirpofe,  are  not  the  ordinary  kind  of 
iiddes,  but  a  fort  of  broad,  blunt  hxxDks,  diat  take  much  time  tti  fharping;  anfl 
when  die  com  is  ihort,  which  often  happens,  inflead  of  cuttii^,  pkdt  k 
up  by  the  roots,  and  by  that  means  mix  with  it  a  quaxttily  of  eardxor  fand^ 
from  which  it  is  afterwards  fepantted  with  much  difficuhy;  Their  methoi 
of  binding  the  fheaves,  which  has  probably  been  adopted  on  account  of 
the  wemeft  of  die  climate  in  harteft,  is  die  fame  that  is  called  gdtuig  {a] 
in  die  ibudi  of  Scotland ;  and  were  diey  bound  agahi  after  diey  are  fiz& 
ficiendy  dry,  as  they  are  in  that  country,  it  would  be  dderving  of  modi 
approbation.  In  place  of  diis,  bowtfirtf,  die  com,  in  its  kxife  ftstte,  b 
piled  up  in  what  are  caUed  /cnws,  on  die  land  firft,  and  tten  carried 
home  into  the  farmh-yard,  where  it  is  bmlt  in  finalL  fbdca,  frmn  wltieh  ft 
is  carried  by  d^;rees  into  die  bam  i  tki^ed  in  the  ordinary  way ;  vno^ 
nowed  betwera  the  doors  widumt  &imers,  wluch  are  unknown ;  dried 
on  kilns,  always  bulk  adjoining  to  the  bams,  and  in  mills,  to  which  ahnc^ 
all  the  lands  are  tbirlid  of  aibi^led  ;  ^d  cDnrated  into  meal,  the  oats  for 
the  twelfth,  and  the  bear  for  the  fsKteemh  pait,  ^mutttn. 

The  farms  are  in  general  fmall,  feldom  much  exceeding  forty,  and 
£»ietimes  only  eight  or  ten  acres,  wluch  is  thought  fuffictent  to  employ 
one  plough,  exckifively  of  a  corrd|M)ndent  quantity  of  ^p^i^kgroond  k^ 
tended  for  pafture; 

Stieelbow  is  fbtt  very  common,  which  is  wdl  known  to  be  a  certain 
number,  quantity,  w  value  <^  fe)rfes,  cattle  and  com^  ddivered  to  die 
tenant  on  his  entering  ta  the  Scr»,  imd  vskaxii  he  i»  boimd  to  t^qpay  when 

he 
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he  leaves  it  This  cullDm,  however  prqper  it  might  hare  been  at  firft, 
as  founded  on  the  ftate  of  the  country,  expafience  daily  (hows  is  attsended 
with  feveral  very  palpable  inconveniences.  Among  thefe  may  be  reckon- 
ed, the  opiportunity  it  gives  to  men,  who  have  little  or  no  ftock,  and 
^vho  fnight  be  more  ufefully  employed  in  other  branches,  to  become  fann^ 
jtT^i  the  temptation  it  holds  out  to  induce  them  to  violate  boneily,  and 
to  be  indolent,  which  with  us  is  but  too  often  the  cafe^ 

Every  cuftom  and  prance  here  hexns  to  be  prejudicial  to  farming;. 
Many  of  die  lands  that  belong  to  the  £une  proprietor^  as  weU  as  thofe 
that  are  the  property*  of  different  proprietors^  are  blmded  together  in  whait 
js  calhd  runr^ ;  and  this  mod  abfuid  intermixture,  it  b  well  known,  is 
jiot  only  the  fource  of  perpetual  conteftadouv  but  an  infiiperable  bar  to 
jyerykind  of  improvement.    Ffew  of  tha  dr^oary  cla6  of  tenants  have 
ieafes^  *  but  are  tenants  at  wil^  wha  pay  thdo*  rents  in  cqfi^  for  their  andale 
gr6und,  and  in  butt^er  f6r  th^  pafhire^  together  with,  a  few  fervices, 
ftfridi  are  fair  ficbrii  bding  rigorbufly  exaifiedL     *    ♦ 
•     As  mofl:  of  thdr  farms  lye;  on  the  fefe-fliore,,  they  have  conamonly  a 
certain  poalion  oi  the  ac^centmckaaUottedthbo^  from  wluch  they  cut 
die 7^^  or  fearWttd^  and  manu&iaui:e  it  inib;  k^,  aod^  for  t  Uieir  trou^ 
lAci  receive  thirty,,  fbrty^  ot  6fty  fbillings  the  ton»   "  If  they  had  not  this 
method  of  paying  part  of  the  renta  of  thdrfiEums,  they  would  foon  be- 
come infolvent,  not  beciufe  the  reAts  have  b^eia  raifed,.  but  becaufe  fer- 
yants  wages  have  rifeft  rapidly ;  and  the  advance  on  the  price  of  ropes^ 
,  wood,  and  iron,  which  a  fwrm  neceffarily  requires,  is  not  lefs*  confidfit^ 
able.. 

In  fome  platee,  efpedally  fuch  as  aare  on  cre^  and  bays,  or  at  fom^ 
diftance  from  the  fhore,  their  method  of  procuring  mamire  is  a  little  di& 
ferent  from  that  already  dated  Inftead  of  laying  ware,  and  dung  fepa^ 
rately  on  the  land,  as  is  the  pradlce  in  general,  they  taiH  them"  in  cer- 
tain proportioha,  together  with  earth,,  foil,  or  vi^etaWe  mould,  dug  from 
the  grafs-gcound  for  that  purpofe.  Their  jJaa  of  fonniog  this  compbik 
is  by  no  means  injudicious.  A  flxatum  of  earth  is  laid  in  the  bottom^ 
on  which  is  jdaced  dung,  and  then  eiardi,  oa  which  is  Arown  ware  or 
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fea-weed,  and  fo  on  till  the  dunghill  be  completed.  The  only  faults  irt 
this  mode  feem  to  be,  that  thefe  dunghills  are  too  fmaU ;  the  materials  dc^ 
not  remain  long  enough  in  this  ftate  of  combination ;  and  they  are  nei- 
ther trenched  nor  turned  over,  fo  as  to  admit  the  influence  of  the  air,  the 
more  effeduaily  to  promote  fermentation. 

But  fuppofmg  no  objeftion  could,  in  any  refped:,  be  made  to  the  pre-^ 
paring  of  this  manure^  a  very  ftrong  one  lies  againft  the  way  of  procur- 
ing one  of  its  materials.  It  is  almoft  impofl5ble  to  concdve  any  cuftom 
more  defkuftive,  than  that  of  tearing  oflTthe  furface  of  a  quantity  of  grafs 
ground,  in  order  to  lay  it  on  arable  land,  which  is  fometimes  not  fo  valuable 
as  the  earth  which  diey  thus  ufe  as  an  ingredient  in  the  manure ;  and  yet 
this  cuftom  is  ftilt  prevalent  over  tiie  moft  of  the  country.  Extenfive 
fields  may  be  feen  of  thefe  berried  (or  robbed)  lands^  as  they  are  here 
very  properly  denominated,  where  the  foil  has  been  taken  off,  and  no- 
thing left  but  tiie  rock,  the  land,  or  the  gravel,  on  which  ndther  com 
nor  grafe  will  ever  grow  without  an  extravagant  expence  of  time  and  la- 
bour;  whereas,  had  they^been  ftifiered  to  remsdn  in  their  firft  ftate,  they^ 
could  eafily  have  been  renderied  fit  to  have  produced  both  in  abundance. 
In  fome  eftsites,  the  proprietors  have  wifely,  of  late,  prohibited  this  moft 
flbfurd  and  pernicious  pradice  ;  in  others,  they  are  ftill  fb  blind  to  dieir 
own  intereft,  or  fo  fupinely  negligent  about  the  land,  as  entirely  to  over- 
k)ok  it,  and  allow  their  tenants  to  go  on  ftripping  the  face  of  the  earth.  ^ 
Some  errors  are  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  afied  the  intereft  of  individuals 
only,  and  thefe  may  be  taken  notice  of  and  correfted  by  themfelves ; . 
but  this  is  of  fuch^a  complexion,  that,  while  it  hurts  the  intereft  of  the 
proprietors,  it  alfo  materially  injures  die  public  j  and  is  therefore  an  object 
of  fuch  moment  as  to  merit  legal  prohibition. 

'  In  fome  pariflies,  the  inftruments  of  agriculture  are  much  more  per- 
feOt  than  thofe  which  we  have  aliready  mentioned.  A  plough  with  two 
ftats,  and  nearly  in  the  fame  form  with  that  ufed  in  the  fouth  of  Scot- 
land, and  harrows  with  four  bulls  and  iron  teeth,  drawn  by  one  comer, 
have  fucceeded  the  imperfect  inftruments ;  and  where  this  has  been  the*, 
oaie^  ,a8  in  Waes  and  South  Ronaldfliay  for  example,  the  crops  are  more  * 
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luxmiant^  and  die  grain  of  a  ^upenor  qoalkj.  "Some  lew  of  1^^  lieaftQtet 
too,  'hc^e  kafes  t>f  feven,  ^^urteen,  or  even  mHeteen  or  twett^-ooe  ^eacs ; 
but  thoie  that  have  th^n  of  fuch  ducs^n,  commoikly  fima  Wbele  eftates, 
'^r  iarge  tn5H3:8.  of  land,  widi  a  great  number  of  fmaU  tenmttB  or  cottars 
und^  them,  and  Iceep  in  their  own  haads  only  oae  ^elty  laige  hrm^  on 
which  t^ey  have,  in  fbme  few  inftances,  made  attempt  ^  isE^»t)venient. 
Thefe  attempts^  though  ^neriting  praife,  are  tiifiiiig^  however,  in  compoH 
rifon  of  fuch  as  have  been  made  by  geatlemea^  who  have  found  k  ccm- 
vemeat  to  refide  on  their  own  eAates,  and  farm  a  part  of  tb^  own  ^ix>- 
perty.  Their  improvemaits  (feme  of  them  at  ledl)  are  a8  fubflmidal  a« 
they  are  judicious,  and  afibrd  a  p-oof,  that  the  fa»e  mode  o£  huftmndry 
will  fticceed  here,  that  has  been  adopted  and  followed  in  better  ciddv2d:ed 
countries,  A$  fome  of  *them,  indeed,  have  been  made  on  an  exteniive 
fcale,  and  at  an  ek;pence  fax  beyond  the  reach  of  ordisAry  tenants,  tbey 
may  have  attracted  attendon,  aad^excked  furprife,  but  the^  .hdve  not  as 
y^  produced  much  ic^tadon.  If  *e^^r  the  oar^ary  ^ad  of  tenants  be 
induced  to  adopt  any  rational  jJan  of  imj^oveonient,  wfaidi  is  an  esent  ^ 
voudy  CO  be  wiihed  for,  it  muft  be  in  confequeace  of  imitating  adh 
^ther  prdpiietc^  nor  ^even  ^xtenfrve  and  opulent  tenants,  hiat  men  ia 
their  own  line,  and  very  litde  raifed  above  jbraa  m  pbtitt  <^  coxum- 
%nces. 

If  the  ^proprietors  were  to  confider  k  as  their  intereft  (as  it  feems  evi^ 
dendy  to  be)  to  improve  the  face  of  their  country,  they  woirid  perhaps 
fde£t  from  their  own  tenants  fome  of  the  moft  fubftandal,  judicious,  and 
iakhful ;  .grant  them  leafes  of  confiderable  length,  and  require  only  mon^ 
rent^  of  lands  connefted  together,  property  defined  as)d  favourably  iituat- 
ed,  to  be  enclofed  and  improved  imder  covenant ;  and  if  fuccefs  crowned 
the  endeavours  of  thefe  experimental  farmers,  and  diey  were  treated  with 
^ftmdHoa,  or  held  in  re§)e£t,  there  could  be  little- doubt,  diat  in  a  few 
years  their  fteps  would  be  followed  by  their  mdi  intelligent  and  ipirited 
neighboiu-s.  In  cafe  any  diflfeulty  occurred  in  finding  men  among  their 
tenants  qualified  to  xmderbake  the  charge  of  fiteh  a  bufmefs,  the  meaiim 
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would  peifuip0  fucoeed  ftill  better,  i£  a  few  &xtsm^  were  Ix'ought  fiaor  tfa^t 
purpofe  from  a  better  cultivated  country. 

It  is  ia  Tain  to  vx^%  as  ^  been  done  frequently  b^i^  ignocance  devot- 
ed to  old  and  abfunl  cuftom^  thai:  the  foil  and^  climate  of  this  place  will 
oat  admit  of  the  iaoae  mode  of  agricultinre  that  has  b^n  foUowed  with 
filch  beneficial  effe^  elftwh^:e«  To  (how  the  fallacy  of  this  opinion^^ 
inany  ftriking  inftaaces  could  be  brought,  from  which  we  ihall  only  fe-* 
h€t  the  jbUowinga  A  gentleman  who  wa^B^  an  advocate  for  improvement^ 
enclofed^  with  a  good  fence,  a  quantity  of  land  which  was  poor  and  bar- 
»n,.  and  which  (exx:ept  a  ^aU  .patch  in  the  middle)  had  nevier  before  been 
cultivated  The  people  around  gjoed  with  fijarprize  at  his  condud,  whidji^ 
ikey  confideied  as  bordering  on  madnefk  The  land  was  however  brok* 
«n  up^  and  treated  ixkall  reipedi  the  fame  way  as  lands  of  that  kind  are 
ixm^monly  ia  farming  counties ;  when  it  produced,  at  no  great  es^pence 
ef  labour,  three  feversd  excellent  crops  of  oats^  After  being  cleared  of 
weeds,  it  1^  a  pretty  plentifril  coat  of  manure,  and  was  laid  to  gca^^ 
m/Ai  bear  aikd  grarfs  feeds,  when  it  produced  fiftera  bolls  for  every  one  of 
0ied,  ef  the  fbcmer ;.  and  of  the  latter,  two  hundred  and  fifty  &(me  of 
QKceUent  hay  fer  aq:^  the  year  £bllowix^« 

The  exptgnence  of  feveral  giendemen,  who  have  deferred  the  dd  track, , 
and  diicovered  fyint  ia  improving  their  farais  in  die  new  method,  could  ^ 
withouC  doubt  ^miih  maay  frmilar  inftances;* 

From  what  has  been  fta^d,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  weeds  muft 
long  2^  harre  quite  overruMi  the  lands  isa^  indeed^  fh  much  is  this  the 
cafe,  that  weee  a  firanger  to  iniped  theob  in  the  moada  of  June,  he  would 
eondude  diat  no  other  crc^  was  intended  to  be  produced  t>n  thenu  Some 
of  them  are  perennial,  and  oth«s  only  of  gdb  or  two  years  dun^n ; 
and  they  are  never,  in  the  uiual  modi  of  farming  prevented  from  irgur- 
iB^  die.  grain  by  robbing  it  of  its  food,  and  impeding  the  free  circulation : 
of  the  air^ 

SuaamMvfaUowii^  which  has  been  pradifed  of  kte  on  ibme  geatle- 
iBB»}»'£««fi^,dioM£^  A9t  in  the  very  heft  ^nediod,.  has  had  much  ^^ 
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in  reacting  out  the  annuals ;  but  no  attempts  whatever  liave  yet  been  made 
rto  extirpate  the  perennials. 

The  genflemenixave  generally  their  Bums  endoied,  and  divided  with 
fubftantial  (lone  fences.  Ditches  have  aHb  been  introduced  of  late  ;  and, 
in  a  wet  climate,  they  cannot  &il  to  be  an  ufeftil  imjM-ovement  Hedges 
4iave  fcarcely  yet  been  tried,  &ough  they  would  be  of  mudi  ufe  in  the 
way  of  (heker  j  but  coifld  -never  fucceed,  even  on  the  fuppofition  diit  the 
<limate  was  feivourable,  \mlefs  flieep,  fwine,  and  catde  wete  carefully  kept 
ih)mthem. 

TTie  gentlemen  farmers  have  thrown  afide  the  one-ftilted  plough,  as 
well  as  the  wooden-teethed  harrows,  as  iafbruments  of  no  utility ;  and  con* 
flintly  ufe  fuch  as  are  employed  in  the  low  countries  in  the  fouth  of  Scot- 
land, viz.  the  plough  drawn  by  two  horfes  or  two  oxen,  without  a 
driver,  and  the  harrows  loofely  joined  together  in  pairs,  <irawn  alfo  by 
two  horfes.  Dtfregarding  the  common  opinion  that  winter-^ploughing  is 
detrimental,  they  do  not  fcruple  to  cultivate  the  ground  at  all  fedcms ; 
and  moft  of  them^  are  fo  far  from  thinking  their  intereft  is  thereby  hurt, 
that  they  imagine  they  have  reaped  from  tt  a  fignal  benefit  Inflead  of 
confining  themfelves  to  raife  only  the  or&nary  crops  of  black  oats  and 
bear,  together  with  a  few  potatoes,  they  have,  after  the  land  has  been -duly 
prepared  for  the  refpefkive  crops,  not  ody  white  and  red  oats,  but  peas, 
barley,  and  even  fometimes  a  little  wheat  and  rye ;  and  tares,  lucerne, 
turnips,  clover,  and  rye-grafs  in  the  greateft  abundance,  and  of  the  very 
beft  quality.  Thefe  indeed  have  not  all  fucceeded  equally  well ;  nor  could 
it  be  expeifted ;  as  they  are  neither  equally  congenial  to  our  foil  and  cU- 
mate,  nor  could  our  people  be  fuppofed,  on  their  firft  introdudion,  to  be 
fo  well  acquainted  with  their  management 

Several  kinds  of  white  oats  have  been  tried  repeatedly,  and  particularly 
thofe  from  Blainflee,  which  have  been  fuppofed  to  accommodate  them- 
felves to  every  fituation ;  and  all  of  them  have  degenerated  in  a  few 
year^,  if  we  except  what  are  called  the  red  oats,  which,  of  all  the  forts, 
j]eeca  beft  adapted  to  this  climate.     They  neither  dwindle  down  to  a  imatt 
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fize,  nor  are  they  apt  to  fliake ;  nor  are  they  late  in  ripening  like  the  other 
kindsy  but  have  produced  large  crops  for  feveiral  years  fvcceflSivdy. '  ' 

The  different  kinds  of  peas  have  alfo  been  fown,  but  not*  with,  the 
like  fuccefs ;  for  while  the  grey  have  feldom  or  never  ripened,  aftd  only 
produced  ftraw  (which  they  often  do  in  abundance)^  the  w<&//c  havefoi: 
the  moft  part  yielded  an  excellent  cropl  *  '   . 

Few  attempts  have  yet  been  made  to  raife  either  vf^  or  wheat ;  nqr 
vtSl  ever  the  latter  be  produced  in  any  confiderable  quk^tityv  till  pr(>pei^ 
mills  are  built  i6t  making  flour/  The  winters  are  by  no.  mfeans  fevers, 
either  in  refped  of  hard  frofts,  or  of  ihows  that  are  deep  and  lading ; 
and  the  foil,  in  many  places,  has  every  appearance  of  being  calculated  to 
produce  this  gndn  in  fome  perfection.  Much  money,  as  wdl  as  many 
of  the  conunodities  of  this  place,  are  annually  fent  ibuthwards,  for  pjur-- 
chafing  flour  and  bifcuit ;  and  all  thefe  might  be  iaved^  and  even  mcmey 
gsdned,  by  fumifhing  theie  ardcles  to  the  ihipping  that  •  frequents  our 
coafts,  were  the  attention  of  the  people  once  turned  to  the  produ^on  of 
this  moft  vahiable  commodity.  :  An  objedion  p^haps  might  be  fbted  to 
this  fpedes  of  production,  from  the  fifequent  rsuns  that  prevail  duringjthe 
winter ;  but  thefe  are,  it  is  probable^  not  more  jibundant,  here  than  in 
fome  of  the  counties  on  the  eaft  coaft,  that  are  diftinguifhed  for  the  ex* 
cellence  of  this  production.  And  were  even  the  quantity  proved  to  be 
greater,  fo  as  to  be  pernicious,  the  objection  mig^t  in  fome  meafure  be 
removed  by  a  proper  attention  being  paid  to  foil  and  fit^ation.  - 

If  ever  rye  comes  to  be  confidered  as  an  objeA  of  importance,  (and 
certainly  it  ought  to  be),  no  reafoiiable  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  its  be« 
ing  raifed  with  fuccefs. 

Barley  has  often  been  raifed,  and  of  no  contemptible  quality ;  and  had 
the  fame  precaxitions  been  ufed  that  are  employed  elfewfaere,  there  is  no 
reafon  to  think  it  would  have  degenerated. 

But  though  all  thefe  will  grow,  and'fomeof  them  flouriih,  fb  as  amply 
to  compenfate  for  the  labour  beftowed  on  them,  Mack,  grey,  and  red 
oats,  bear  or  bi^,  potatoes,  tumipi  and  what  are  called  the  artificial 
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fp$Sksj  Ik&ocLf  fifoni  l&e  reptated^  xyt^  rsctfaisr  'uoubtm"'  csjcpcrl^im'  of  msxy 
individuals)  to  ba  beft  fnioed  to  the  foil  and  diiliatv  of  this  bountiTt. 

About  fifty  yeon  a^,  poiatses  were  fitft  transfisiTed  fiiun  the  gardens. 
to  the  Mds ;  and  linee  that  tkne  a  few  of  diem  hs?e  been  raiftd  or  ^ 
mdft  every  little  hxtn^  partly  for  the  ootJl6im|i6oQ  of  the  funily^  and 
partly  for  fale  to  the  people  of  Kirkw^l  and  Stromnefe.  They  have  foc^ 
deeded  very  well  in  moft  fmiatioas,  and  beeo  of  much  advantage  to  the 
^oor  people ;  and  m^ht  have  been  ftUl  more  psodadive,  and  aife  of  9: 
tboch  fuperior  <|ttidrty,  had  due  attention  been  beAowed  in  procuring  the 
bdl  feed,  itir  chsffigifig  it  ftom  time  to  tbne,.  and^in  choofing  add  picpar** 
ilig  die  ground  property  fx  itB  leocptioiL  '  Ifliis  pleafant  and  whotefome 
iWt  is  flow  generally  {donted  wfth  the  fdougb^  and  cleaned  other  by  it 
of  b^  hbn<l4UE)«^^  i  attd  when  the  fesd  has  been  (aaadj  azuiof  a  pedific 
HatiM^  it  has,  oft  a^goodibil^  product  Ibittyy  for^^  or  evea  fomcdioia 
HRy  feld  <^  exedlent  pooattote,  ^i^bidi^  ia  oidihary  ytoiSy  aie  fold  Sob 
tkrd^p^ide  iAl«  Itone  at  an  average.  1»  fome  phcea,  wdk  or  bwEen^ 
g3k»Kid  has  been,  by  «he  plaacbg  of  tiib  rooty  bmighl  into  tiiiage ;  aiid^ 
ih  tte  piNsfeiit  eiri^tttAteiieiefl  of  ihis^  platte,  wjiem  I0  little  anastmit  k. 
^Miftix^^e  lai9^  dUs haa  piDvedakl  ^axxllmt  im^fovetteat. 

Tutiiip6/wh«(9fwiftieyha>««  hete^inti^^  ham  beea.ftiH  aroitt 
pFodbdrw.  T^  tfe  cdiimonly  ibwh:  m  dnUt^  and  rqpeatetdly  Inrfift' 
itoed  thiough  dkeluAUMC,  widi  die  view  of  hwasSking  ^rng  or  wicaar 
provender  fm  dK  «aftdtt^  And  fo  vmli  cafcuhaBldDCB  thii  ^ce  appear 
:^r  di6  ]^yddtt€^n  df  iMs  toot,  tharour  turnip  cn>p»  have  in  ieveral  ii^ 
fknces  ^cceeded^  when  di^  have  Med  in  uaiiy  odier  parts  of  the  iong^ 
dom.  The  winter  froft  is  feldom  fo  intenfe  as  to  hart  tliene^  diongh  they 
i^d  01^  tl^  field  ^  wftS^  dvey  grow  dirdugh  the  whote  d  that  feaibn  $ 
ib  that  the  catdb  d^ev^Mr  )^fia  whh  as  Siuch  reli&  in  Ifmng  ae  they  do 
in  harveft.  Seldom  or  never  do  diey  ^1^  imlefs  whm  fown  on  vm 
ground,  (^ too  thick;  or  whm  die  weeds,  mftead  of  bekasg  ieaibnably 
jMfOted  oiit,  ate  aftowed  to  teraam  and  chol^  diain.  They  grow  often 
to  the  ize  cf  tw^e  df  Ibwieen  pouadft ;  aod  thitty-ik  tons  haive  foOH^ 
lilBMB  been  produced  on  an  acre. 
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well  fituated  for  trade,  and  abounding  with  a  rmvttifeudd.  pf  J^eHwft  J»r+ 
i)ours^  tQ  tyfaich  ^hips  oca^ioonUy  Mibrt  firom  dll  niftiow,:ilt.ifl:«lnjtf)(^ 
poflible  to  ^7  what  advantage  mig^t  ^r^isk  fixna  tt&ims  ja  ifi^f  .'^gr  j^i«o» 
tity  of  fo  certato,  and  at  Ae  fiime  jdme  ib  ;yal\»bk  A  ^dli<9i&ca^:;oA 
much  lar^  bxyead  of  iCattle  ^nigbt  he  initroeliftQed,  irdatetf  «0  .^t^e«iQtuQw 
heffs,  amd,  when  fed  at  flie  profier  .age  .on  i<hib  jcoMri^e  ](Qot».4^9U  it'jr 
H^  piice  {jDT  ni^9l  pro^nedoqs.  So  £tde  atteotion,  hcorerar,  h»  cjoeitt 
))eKil>ellofired  (m  this  otgeA,  diatbeef^  thou^iHl.of  Jate^cheap^  (kJfalK 
dom  in  plenty ;.  aad  were  a  ftcaoger  io  jipplyfor  imy  caofideralDfe  .qtnov- 
tity,  he  would  :be  Afappoubtod,  if  he  did  tKit  takcicare  to  majke  tt^^puT'? 
chafe  by  thf  end  of  autumn  .or  Jbi^ginoing  of  winter.  Meitbor  the  black 
fly,  nor  any  odier  deftru^ve  imfeft,  ever  nifoft  die  turnips  iiete  ;  the^jo^^ 
iay  is  unknown,  and  they  do  oot  fbem  liable  to  other  diftempto ;  and 
yet  fo  iittle  is  dds  beneficial  crop  cultivated,  )that  not  aaore  than£x  or 
to^  geademen  ihaire  fakhecto^eoopkyfed 'their  land  in  dut  way ;  and  tha 
whole  yeady  quantity  at  psdent  does  Aot  exoeod  iimtsf^  or  forty  aooes. 

Do  tiimqps,  which  nii^t  )be  rasfed  wadi  dudi  benefit  io  hnomB 
and  to  the  couittcy  flt  lai^a,  kmn  grafe,  Txrfaich  fttoott«|8  jequaUyjwiH^ 
might  fae  added  as  an  cgdelbrt:  •auxiliary.  £rom  e^ceiy  trial  t}iikt  rhfts 
been  macfe  (andibmeof  dnnaareof  more^idiap twenty  years  iboiding), 
the  refult  has  been  fiicfa  sa.to  wasiant  ithe  conchifion^  that  few  co^mtriea 
are  better  cakuhted  for  the  paodu&ioDiof  the  grafles.  .Red,  wlute,  and 
yellow  clover,  tazas,  r%>  .and  JSf^ffoa&j  with  ieveial  odia:  fbrte,  has-been 
cultivated  for  green  food,  and  alfo  for  hay,  and  have  yielded  a  furprifii^ 
quantity  of  exceUent  fodder,  ki  tihort,  fuch  ptentifiil  and  excellent,  crops 
of  both  turnip  and  fawn.gGaia  have  >been  produced  in  di&rent  places^ 
asid  by  dii&rent.peifons,  djat  feaae ;haye  imi^ed i that ihe  iil^ndstfhould^ 
inftead  of  faemg  cukivated  for  grain^  as  they  have  been.firom  time  imme^- 
mooal,  :be. converted  intojpjdbire,.aQdli9nceforth)applied  toj^ 
rearing,  and  d&ittening  of  bbdk  catde.  iLands,  howeVer,.that  wffl  pn>- 
iduae  luxuriaot  oops  .of  fiich  articles  as  tutill  ferve  for  provenderijto  tl^eft 
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tnimals,  wilT,  it  is  prdbmed,  tinder  a  propeirmodb  of  management,  yidd' 
feme  &Mi  of  grsun  at  leaft 

But;  without  deciding  this  queftion,  we^may  be  allowed  to  fay,  that 
toa  Ittde  care  has-  be^i  hitheito  beftowed  on  diefe  important  articles ;  and 
Aougli  it  is  pka£mt  to  obferve  that  we  are  making  fome  fmall^progrefsi 
we  are  1^  very  far  behind  moflr  other  places;  The  fame  may  be  faid 
widi  regard  to  &ax^  which  has  alfi>,  in  a  fbiatt  degree,  engaged  the  atten^ 
taon-of  fome  few  of  our  farmers.  Many  years  ago^  it  is.  mentioned  at 
making  one  of  die  articles  produced  by  our  agricuhure-;  and  it  feemsj 
£rom  fome  cmmmftances,  to  have  been  more  attended  tx>  dien^  and  raifed 
ki  greater  quantity  than  at  prefent:  Till:  very  lately  it  was  confined  al- 
moR,  to  one  pacifh,.  which  produced  more  of  it  than  231  the  refl  con« 
joindy.  Thia  was  chiefly  ovring  to  the  principal  proprietor,  who 
thought  his  time  well  fpaat  on  his  eflate,  in  the  cultivation  of  his  farm^ 
and  in  infpeding  the  condud^  of  hb  tenants.^  To  encourage  them  la 
bend  their  attention  to  this  fort-  of  produce,  for  which  be  thought  their 
£urms  well  calculated;  he  prefentedti^m  with  linfeed  gratis ;  taught  them 
the  befl  manner  of  raifmgit,  and  of  watering  and  dreffing  it ;  and  when 
the  term  of  paymoit  arrived^  he  received  his  rents,  not  in  kind  or  in 
money,  but  in  the  cloth  into  which  the  flax  had  heett  manufiidhired 

The  confequence  was,  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  parifh  foon  became 
diitinguifhedi  among  their  neighbours  for  Aiperior  wealth  and  fuperior  in«^ 
duihy,  and  aflforded  a  proof  of  what  ineftimable  value  the  refidence  of  a 
proprietoc  of  confiderable  fortune  and  virtue  is  to  the  profperity  of  a 

people; 

Though  the  produdion.  of  flax  has  been  in  a  great  mea&re^  confined 
to  that  parifh,  many  others  feem  equally  well  fitted  for  it;  and  feveral  dr- 
cumfhnces  point  out  the  propriety  of  attending  particularly  to' the  produc- 
tion of  this  article.  .  For  many  years  pafl  the  women  have  be^i  much  em^* 
ployed  in  die  fpinning  of  linen-yam,  in  which  they  have  now  acqwred 
feme  dexterity. .  They  are  fond  of  the  employment ;  it  is  increafing  rapid^- 
ly ;  and  its  produce  is  dther  fold  in  the  flate  of  yarn,  or  converted  into 
cloth  I  and,  in  either  ihape,  finds  a  ready  and  profitable  fale  in  the  fouthem 
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markets.  The  rawmaterials  of  this  manufa^hire,.  which  arer  at  prefeot 
imported  from*  abroad,  at  the  expence  of  a  large  firai  of  money  put  into 
the  pockets  of  fordgn  merchants,  might  eaiily  be  raifed  at  home ;  and 
thus  all  that  capital  mightbe  laid  out  ia  thejexteofion  of  that  manufadurej 
or  in  other  branches  of  induftry; 

S^nfible  of  this,  a  man,  who  has  mack  fb  mudi  money  by  trade  (and 
pardy  in  this  very  ardcle)'  as  enabled  him  to  purchafe  an  eftate,  turned 
his  attention  lately  to^ie  raifmg  of  flax';  and  the  fuccefs  h^  has  met  wit^ 
has  rewarded'hk  labour,  and  exceeded  his  expedation^  He  has  not  ceur» 
fined  it  to  his  own  farm  ;  he  has  extended  it  to  his  tenants,  whom  he 
he  has  ^encouraged  to  make  the  experiment;  They  are  vying  with  one 
another  in  copying  the  ex;2anple  of .  theic  indufbrious  landlord.;  and  a  flax 
mill  has  been  ereded.: 

Hemp  might  alio  be  produced,  to  the  no  *finall  emolument  of  thofo 
that  would  vigoroufly  and  fldlfully  embark  in  that  bufinefs^  and  to  the  be- 
nefit of  the  country.  The  foil:  in  many  places*  appears  well  fuited  for 
raifing  this  article^  and.it  would  employ  ufefuUy  anyip^ire  hands,  not 
only  to  prepare  it,  but  to  maaufeid:tre  itinto  ropes.  Jails  and  nets^  which  - 
would  -be  very  acceptaUc  tQ:many  fliipsthat  enter  our  harbours. 

Notwithftanding  the  laudable  attemf^  that  fome  gendemen  of  late  have 
made  to  introduce  agricultucal:  improvement,  too  little  attention  has  r  yet  ' 
l>fcen  paid  to  the  rotation  of  crops,  .which  in  other  |)laces  has  been  attend- 
ed with-fuch  advantage  ;  nor  has  any  at  all  baon  giveiV  tOi  the  change  of 
feed,-  even  from  one*  farm  or  fiiom-jone  ifland  to- another.  \ 

As  rotation  has  not  been  entirely  negleftedy  among  the  few  inftances 
in  which  it  iias  beeaobferved,  this  is-  the  moft  common  :-r-Oats  after  land  ^ 
has.  l^feen.  taken  up:  from  ^^?  to  which  has  fuccceded.  turnip  or  peta-r 
tees  ;  and  thefe  again  hive  been  followed  by  bear  and  grafs. .  And  this  ro^ 
tation^imperfcift  as  it  is,  jiask  been:  attend^  with  feveral .  beneficial  confe-  - 
qnenccs.:.  % 

laihort,  if  we reyi^vrwhat  has  been  faid  wj^h  regard  to  the  old,  and  i 
iadeed  the  general  raodeV of 'agijcult^re,  ^:pradifed  by  the. ordinary  clafs  ^ 
of  farmers,  and,  at  <he.fafien4  dine,,  iook  .back  Xq  what  has  been  delivered  i 
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wkb  rpgardlo  the  new^  as  fbttowed  b^  ibnio  of  the  gentbmen ;  if  we 
ftate  a  cpt^pajrifbn  between  them  in  tefped  of  both  the  quantity  and  qua^ 
lity  of  the  produdtiona^  raifed^  we  (hall  be  compelled  to  conclude^  that 
the  (krae  ^ns  of  cuhtire^  which  experience  has  found  to  iucceed  beft  in 
the  fertile  provinces  in  the  fouth,  ^^ill  2dib  fucceed  h^re ;  aoid  that^  if  tkefo 
vrere  carried  into  general  pra&ice,  they  would  be  a  fignal  benefit  to  thefe 
Ifl^^ds.  But  if  an  opinion  eontndy  to  diis  coaclufion  has  femetimes  been 
given,  (and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  ita  ha^^ng  been  done  frequently],  it 
baa  proceeded  either  from  thofe  who  ace  endreiy  ignorant  of  the  natwe 
of  agriculture,  and  the  tiBkS^  of  which  it  might  be  productive,  or  firon 
fuch  as  have  had  fome  inveterate  prejudice  to  gratify,  or  private  and  fel* 
iiih  ead  to  ferve  in  difbouraging  this  kind  of  improvement 

But,  even  though  we  had  no  means  of  dete^ng  thse  faHacy  of  Qwt 
opinion,  and  had  no  opportranty  of  obferving  the  beneficial  efie^  which 
the  new  mode  of  farming  adopted  by  the  gendemen  has  produced,  we 
ihould  naturally  conclude,  that  it  would,  in  this  place,  pnoduee  the  &qpte 
happy  confequences  which  it  has  done  in  fouae  of  die  immediate  fouthera 
counties^  Murray,  which  has  long  been  cultivated  in  d)k  manner,  it 
litde  more  than  fixty  miles  farther  to  the  ibuth  than  we  are^  Eaft  |Loia 
18  twenty  miks  nearer  us,  and,  in  point  c^  improvement,  tM)t  difiisrent 
from  the  former.  And  Caithnefs,  the  foil  and  climate  of  which  are  not 
fuperior  to  our  own,  is  only  twelve  miles  diftant,  and,  with  reipeGt  to 
farming  in  the  moft  approved  method,  has  of  latq  been  rivalling  her  more 
fouthem  neighbours.  Confidering  then,  the  fituation  of  thefe  coundes  in 
regard  to  ua,  the  fmall  diftance  at  which  they  lye,  and  the  few  advantage* 
which  they  of  confequence  enjoy  in  point  of  climate,  it  cannot  be  fuppol^ 
ed  that  the  improvements  which  have  fo  much  enriched  thefe  places, 
would  not,  in  this,  produce  a  fimilar  elRd* 

Admitting,  however,  that  fuch  a  plan  of  cultiviition  were  advanta- 
geous, (and  that  it  would  be  fo,  no  reafonable  man,  it  is  prefumed,  will 
venture  to  deny),  fome  weighty  obftacles  lye  in  the  way,  which  mufl  be 
previoufly  removed.  To  render  it  univerfal,  fubfbntial  and  judicioua 
farmers  fhould  be  invited  to  take  leafes,  which  fhoold  be  granted  them,  of 
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a  reafofiable  length,  at  rente  mpderabdy  )ciWy  and  paid  only  m  iribfaey ; 
and  Hedbow,  except  in  provender  for  cattle,  ihoukl  be  henceforth  dtibiH^ 
tinned,  and  all  unlimited  ferrices  totally  aboKfhed^  For  the  fame  pufpofe, 
fuch  lands  as  are  runrig  muft  be  divided,  and  the  bodndaries  fo  diftiaiafy 
marked  out,  as  in  future  to  ctjt  off  aH  difpute  ^  and,  that  the  careful  ktep^ 
ing  of  Cheep,  fwine^  catde,  &Ci  might  not  be  negleAed,  the  hii-dittes 
(houldl  be  razed  to  the  fonndatioti,  and  the  commons,  which  they  notlr 
enclofe  fe  imperfe^ly,  flio^d  be  divided  among  the  proprietors  of  die  act 
jaceni  lands^  .  •  • 

Thefe  changes,  which  we  cannot  help  thinking  would  be  highly  bene* 
ficial  towards  the  introduftion  of  a  better  fyftem,  would  no  doubt  require 
l&oth  time,  and  an  union  among  the  heritors  or  landed  proprietors,  which 
unfortunately  has  feldom  taken  place,  even  in  cafes,  <  where  their  common 
i^tereft  has  been  deeply  concerned. 

Moreot^er,  the  feu-duties  fhould  be  converted  into  n^oney,  which  we 
lipprehend  could  be  attended  with  no  difadvantage  to  any  party  ;  and  if 
•he  undefined  and  fallacious  weights,  which  have  fo  long  and  fo  juftly 
been  the  fubjeft  of  complaint,  were  alfo  changed  for  thoffe  of  the  king- 
dom-,, it  woul^feihre  greatly  to  pave  the  way  for  fo  defirable  an  event*. 
Some  tegulatiohSj  alfo,  in  regard  to  fervants,  fhould  accompany  thefe  at 
terations,  as  contributing  much  to  the  fame  endi     There  are  at  prefent  no^ 
proper  markets  for  hiring  them  ;  nor  has  a  ftifficient  regard  to  their  charac- 
ter been,  paid  ;  and  their  wageSj  itiftead  of  being  given  them  in  money,  ai. 
ih  other  places,  confift  fomedmes  of  be^-,  malty  meal,  cloth,  and  even  of  a 
piece  of  land,  which  they  are  allowed  time  to  cultivate,  to  fow  aitd  to 
ieap,  on  their  own  account;     In  fome  places  they  are  permitted  to  keep . 
geefe,^  fwine,  ftieep  and  cattle,  on  their  mafter'&  grafe  and.  provend^i-,  iri: 
lieu  of  wages;  ^d  it  is  eafyto  fee  the  inconveniences  to  which  fhi« 
mode  of  payment  is  fubjeft,  and  the  many  evils  which  it  h  calculiited-  id 
jyrodude.. 

Servants,  in  ©refer  to  be  good,  ought  to  be  engaged' for  a  definite  time',, 
and  for  a  particular  purpofe  j  plenty  of  fuch  fubftantial:  food,  and  fucfi. 
•«0m]j'et0nt- w^^  fhorfd  be  given  them  in  money,  as  to  cempenfa^e  for- 
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•the  labour  that  they  fiiftain  :  no  temptatioa  of  any  Idnd  (hould  ever  be 
•held  out  to  divert  them  from  thek  mafter'^  intereft  ;  and  when  they  are 
about  to  leave  his  fervice,  a  certificate  of  their  having  faithfully  performed 
their  duty  to  him,  ihould  be  indifpenfable  to  their  finding  a  new  mafter. 
If  fome  fuch  regulations  as  thefe  wefe  rendered  general,  tod  duly  obferv- 
jed,  fervante  would  foon  become  better  acquainted  with  their  duty,  more 
4ionefl,  more  fubmiffive,  and  more  z&bfe  ;  and  thofe  that  employed  theib 
would  treat  them  more  kindly,  as  they  would  find  their  intereft  promoted 
'^in  being  better  ferved  ;  and  thus  more  concord  would  be  eftablifhed  be- 
tween thofe  two 'Orders  of  fbciety,  in  which  the  coilifOTt  of  individuals  and 
the  profperity  of  the  country  equally  cSonfift. 

Public  markets,  for  the  fale  of  the  produce  of  land,  which  are  unhappily 
wanting  atprefent,  would  alfo  operate  as  an  encouragement  to  this  mode 
^f  induftry,  as  well  as  remove  many  inconveniences  which  the  people 
410W  fuftain.  The  iHicit  trade^  which  till  of  late  prevailed  much  in  this 
country,  has  had  no  fmall  influence  on  the  people,  and  is  perhaps  the  real 
-caufe  that  almoft  aH  of  them  luLve  ftiown  fome  averfion  to  public  markets, 
notwithftanding  the  benefits  which  they  might  have  produced*  Every 
perfon  conceals  what  he  means  to  fell,  as  well  as  what  he  intends  to  buy ; 
and  almoft  all  the  intercourfe  of  bufinefs  is  carried  on  in  a  dark,  private, 
and  fmuggling  manner.  A  few,  and  only  a  few,  buyers  are  fcattered 
through  the  Iflands,  and  tibe  great  body  of  the  people  may  be  confidered 
as  fellers,  or  at  leaft,  as  having  as  much  of  the  country  produce  as  would 
fupport  themfelves.  The  principal,  and  indeed  almoft  the  only  buyers,  are 
confined  to  Stromnefs  and  Kirkwall,  the  former  of  whicli  contains  fifteen 
hundred,  and  the  latter  two  thoufand  inhabitants.  If  regular  markets 
were  once  eftabliflied  in  thefe  two  places,  into  which  the  people  around 
might  bring  the  different  articles  which  they  raifed  on  their  litde  fiums, 
without  the  ri&  c^  fdling  them  at  an  undervalue,  or  of  difpofing  of  them 
on  truft,  fo  as  to  lofe  them  altogether,  they  would  fbon  learn  to  vahic 
them  as  they  ought,  and  refort  to  them  cheerfully,  as  beneficial  inftitu- 
ikms. 

The  prdent  mode  of  tranfading  their  bufineis  will  fkve  at  die  fame  time 
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to  illuftrate  and  confirm  this  propofition*  Aa  foon  ias  a  country  maa  is  feen 
in  the  towA,  who  is  known  to  have  any  thing  to  difpofe  of,  he  is  invited 
into  a  houfe,  and  made  to  drink  freely,  when  a  barg^n  is  concluded  with 
him,  in  the  prefence  of  the  family,  for  what  they  ftand  in  need  of,  and 
the  price  which  he  receives  ij  fomctimes  little  more  than  the  half,  or  twQ 
thirds  of  the  value.  But  if,  taught  by  experience^  he  refufes  to  go  into 
the  houfe,  they  tell  him  that  there  is  no  need  of  fuch  articles  as  he  has  j 
that  they  are  df  an  inferior  quality  ;  that  they  have  had  the  offer  of  much 
better  at  a  lower  price  ;  and  that,  if  he  does  not  choofe  to  fell  them  on 
thefe  terms,  he  may  carry  them  home,  as  they  are  certdn  none  will  give 
higher.  Ck)mbination  m  every  little  town  is  eaflly  and  generally  pradlif- 
ed  ;  he  muft  therefore  carry  back  his  produce,  at  much  trouble  and  ex- 
pence,  or  difpofe  of  it,  howevar  much  beneath  the  value,  at  the  price 
which  they  had  offered. 

Befides,  the  poor  farmers,  when  they  carry  in  afiy  thing  for  fale,  are 
often  compelled  to  difpofe  of  it  on  truft ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  are  fometime*^ 
long  in  receiving  payment,  and  fometimes  dilappointed  of  it  altogether* 
If  they  can  bear  this  lois  without  murmuring,  and  continue  to  fell  in  this 
mode,  if  they  difpofe  of  every  thing  in  private,  and  at  a  very  low  price, 
they  are  extolled  as  the  very  beft  of  characters ;  whereas,  if  they  regret 
their  misfortune,  and  refiife  to  ttuft  in  future,  and,  infill  on  fiill  value  aod 
ready  money,  they  are  reproached  as  the  moft  oppreflive  of  mankind.  If 
fuch  treatment  fometimes  confine  the  farmers  at  home,  the  inhabitants  of 
Kirkwall  come  out  among  their  acquaititanc6  in  fearch  of  the  articles  that 
they  need ;  and,  in  concert,  induftrioufly  Ijpread  reports  of  the  low  price 
of  thefe  articles,  and  of  the  great  plenty  of  them  every  day  offered  for  fald 
in  the  town,  and  rejected ;  and,  by  this  combined  artifice  and  falfehood, 
they  impofe  on  the  credulity  of  thofe  who  have  little  intelligence,  with  a 
view  to  obtain  firom  them  advantageous  bargains. 

To  nearly  the  fame  objedion^  is  another  method  of  di^ofing  of  the 
produce  of  land  liable.  This  is  by  barter  with  the  fhopkeepers ;  who,  be- 
ing equally  well  acquainted  with  the  value  of  their  own  goods,  and  of  what 
is  offered  in  exchange  for  th^m^  have,  in  this  refpe^  the  advantage  of 
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thofe  whotA  they  deal  with ;  and  who,  if  they  be  not  reftrain«cl  by 
principle,  (which  in  all  of  them  caxmot  be  expeded),  may  avail  themfelves. 
t£  their  fuporior  knowledge  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  impofidon.  Thus, 
are  bear,  meal,  mak,  potatoes,  fifh,  beef,  mutton,  pork,  poultry,  butter, 
cheefe,  and  eggs,  generally  difpofed  of;  and  whoever  confiders  the  mode 
in  which  this  is  done,  will  find  ik>  difficulty  in  conceiving  what  a  bar  this 
tnufl  be  to  every  fort  of  agricultural  improvement 

But  were  regular  markets  once  eftabKfhed  for  the  {3k  of  thefe  articles, 
the  evils  that  attend  the  prefent  mode  would  vanifh ;  competition  would 
regulate  the  price,  (which  has  fbmedmes  been  very  unwarrantably  fixed 
by  the  Magiftrates),  and  the  farmers  woukl  be  flimulated  to  induftry ; 
recollefting,  that  whatever  their  exertions  could  raife,  would  meet  with 
a  reedy  demand,  and  an  adequate  price,  at  flated  times,  and  at  a  dated 
place. 

Notwithftanding,  however,  the  want  of  markets,  the  ignorance  and  in- 
attention of  die  fervants,  (which  is  a^  much  owing  to  the  negleiS  of  their  , 
ttafters  as  to  any  fault  of  their  own),  the  imperfeft  fkte  of  agriculture 
with  regard  to  the  implements  o(  husbandry,  the  preparing  and  cleaning  of 
the  land,  th^choiee  and  the  change  of  the  feed,  ahd  the  fhameful  negleft 
of  keeping  the  eattle  at  every  fealbn,  fo  as  to  prevent  them  from  hurting 
the  ground  and  the  produce  5  fiich  is  the  bounty  of  the  foil  in  this  diftridl,, 
that  it  is  fufficient  to  fupport  the  prefent  peculation. 

Some  years,  indfeed,  grain  has  been  imported  in  confiderable  quantities, 
iwing  to  Ae  failure  of  crops  in  bad  feafons ;  but  the  import  of  thi*  article,, 
in  m  aver^^  of  years^  has  never  been  equal  to  its  exportation.  From 
the  year  17»0  to  the  year  1800,  both  inclufive,  as  appears  from  the 
Cnftom-houfe  books,  which  are  reckoned  an  auithentic  record,  the  export 
exceeded  the  import  more  than  fifty-one  thoufand  boUs ;  and,  if  we  had 
looked  farther  back,  fo  as  to  hatve  comprehended  a  more  early  period, 
t^hen  the  people  lived  lefs  upon  bread,  and  mc«^  en  fiih  and  other 
articles,  the  former  would  have  borne  to  the  latter  a  ftill  greater  proper* 
1799  &  ^on.  The  exportation  in  thefe  years  was  not  forced ;  as  the  price,  hi 
1800.  pttopQrtion  to  the  value  of  the  grelin,  was  fully  as  low  aa  in  other  places ; 
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and  during  the  two  laft  years,  when  the  people  depended  almoft  entirely 
on  bread  for  fubfiftence,  as  there  was  no  fifhing,  and  the  exportation 
exceeded  fourteen  thoufand  bolls,  the  ordinary  price  of  barley  meal  was 
one  fhilling  and  fixpence  per  ftone,  and  of  oat  meal  two  fhillings ;  while, 
in  Caithnefs,  each  of  them  fold  at ,  mere  than  double  that  price ;  and 
three  times  the  fum  would  not  have  bought  them  in  the  Edinburgh 
market* 

But  if  the  country  can  fupport  the  prefent  number  of  the  people  (and  we 
have  feen  that  it  can  do  even  more)  under  the  complicated  defedls  of  the 
old  fyftem,  apd  the  inconveniences  to  which  it-.i8.1bbj,^.ft  t  were  a  better 
plan  adopted,,  inftead  of  twenty-four,  it  might  perhaps  maintain  nearly 
forty  thoufand  inhabitants ;  and  were  the  fixty  thoufand  acres  that  are 
ftill  in  a  ftate  ^f  nature,  and  iraproveable,  t^rou^ht  ioto  culture,  and  added. 
tq  the  twenty-four  thoufand,  ^p^  abr^adyin  jtiHage,  and  .all  of  them  im^ 
proved  to  the  degree  of  which  they,  are  fufceptibl^,  jt  might  fupport  a 
population  of  more  than  ninety  thoufand.  To  r^e  the  population  of*  a 
country,  and  augment  it  nearly  fourfold,  by  paeam  of  internal  induftry^ 
IS  an  obje<a  of  the  greateft  ipiomenj:,  and  n^iuft  gratify  ^ery  well  difpofed 
miod,  4s  it  boA  adds  to  the  happin^f^  of  tlia^  particulju:  people,  and  pro-* 
toptes  the  vigour  of  the  nation  to  which  they  belong* 

The  ftrength  and  glory  of  our  nation  donfift  in  our.  navy,  by  means 
tof  which  we  have  ahready,  an4  may  flill,  bid  defiance  to  all  the  powers  on, 
earth ;  and  fuch  a  population  would  fiimifh  for  it  feveiji  ot  eight  thoufand 
ieameh,  who,  In  point  of  fobriety,  order  and  obedience,  and  even,  per- 
haps, (kill,  are  inferior  to  none  in  the  world. 

Animated  with  the  profped  of  fo  much  advantage^  the  Government 
fhould  lend  its  affiftance  (efpecially  aa  the  Crown  has  a  deep  intereft  in 
the  church-lands,  which' are  all  capable  of  improvement)  j  the  noblemaa 
who  draws  the  feu-duties  flioUld  join,  for  the  fake  of  meliorating  his 
private  eftate  j  and  the  proprietors  ihould  open  their  eyes  to  their:  own 
intereft  i  abandon  their  politics,  which  have  only  ferved  to  ijpread  rancour^ 
iand  fofter  indolence ;  and  all  of  them  fhould  unite  in  the  improvement 
of  this  hitherto  unknown  and  much  negled^ed  coimtry. 
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Section  II. 


MANUFACTURES., 


Much  has  been  faid'ofthe  manufadure  of  woollen  clotK,  for  wKicfe^ 
tthis  place  was  formerly  diftingnifhed ;  and  the.  decline  which  it  has  fuf-- 
fered  of  late^  has  been  the  caufe  of  much  and  ferious  regret  But  what  has; 
been  faid  with  regard  to  this  braneh^  has  been  moftly  by  old  people,  who; 
have  generally  a  propenfity  to  extol  the  cuftoms  of  early  times,  and  toi 
depreciate  as  much  the  times  that  fucceed  them;. 

As  there  is  nothing  to  convince  us  that  there  was  any  wool  ever  im- 
ported for  this  purpofe,  the  extent  of  that  manufacture  could  not  be  ^ 
great;  and  feems  to  have  been  confined  to  ftoddngs,  and  fome  coarfe 
cloth,  made  of  their  own  wool,  which  was  partly  worn  by  the  inhabitants,; 
and  partly  difpofed  of  in  die  markets  in  the  fouth.     This  exportation  has- 
now  ceafed ;  and  the  wool,  which  is  at  prefent;  perhaps,  aa  plentifiil  as 
formerly,  is  manufa<2ured  into  ftbckihgs  and  blankets,  and  particulariy 
into  a  kind' of  "coarfe  cfoth,  for  the  ufe  of  children,,  and  fuch  people  of' 
Both  fexes  as  liveun  the  coimtry ;  for  thofe  that  refidfe  in  the  towns  wear- 
almoft  all  of  them  Englifli  cloth.     Except  in  this  refpefti  the  woollen 
manufadture  has,  for  fome  time  paft,  met  with  little  attention,  however^ 
important  it  may  have  formerly  been,  and  has  now  given  way  to  that  off 
linen  yam  and  linen  cloth. 
174r7.  Somewhat  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  this  manufadtnre  was  introducedj'.^ 

ihd,  like  every  innovation  that  promifes  to  employ  the  leifure  of  an  in-^ 
dblent  people,  met  with  a  reception  that  was  very  unfavourable.     As  it 
was  pretty  well  fuited,  however,  to  the  circumftanees  of  the  place,  and  to 
the  condition  of  the  jieoplfe,  it  foon  triumphed  over  every  oppofition ; 
'  •'      '•'■  difiiifed 
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diffufed  4tfelf  wide  m  all  quarters  ;  and  not  only'improred  the  ftate  of 
thofe  that  directed  it,  but  is  faid  to.  have  iaved  the  lives  of  maay,  who 
would  have  otherwife  periihed  for  want  in  fome  years  erf  extreme  deartb 
aftd  fcapcitjr.  For  about  the  fpace  of  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  while  it 
was  under  the  direction  of  one  or  only  a  very  few  perfens,  it  continued 
in  a  progreffive  and  flourifliing  ftate,  fumifhing  every  year  twenty-fi.vd 
thousand  fpindlefif  of  excellent  linen  yam,  to  employ  the  induftry  of  th# 
manufadur^^  in  the  fouth. 

After  that  dme  It  fuffered  a  temporary  dedine.  This  was  owing  to 
ibme  men^  who,  jeafous  of  thofe.  by  whpm  the  manufaiftuiie  was  ihtix)^ 
duced,  and  by  whom  it  had  hithertD  beea  conduced,  and  envying  their 
profits,  refolved  to  have  a  fhare  of  them  ;  and  for  diat  end  they  imported 
flax,  etnployed  people  to  drefs  it,  and  gave  it  out  tD  ipin  among  the  wo* 
men  that  had  for  fome  time  been  thus  employed.  The  Ijpinners,  by  this 
time  tafting  the  fweets  of  indufhy,  and  opening  thdr  eyes  to  their  own 
advantage,  foon  perceived  the  competition  among  their  employers,  and 
availed  themfelves  of  it  to  raife*  their  wages  ;  and^  in  proportion  as  they 
fbcceeded  in  this  particular,  they  became  lefs  attentive  to  their  duty.  The 
yam  was  accorifingly  worfe  fprni,  worfe  meafiared,  woife  counted,  than 
ever  it  had  been  formerly  ;  and,  ef  confequence,  loft  in  the  market  a  part 
of  that  charad^r  which,  befoare  it  had  fo  juftly •gained^ 

Still  a  confiderable  quantity  of  it  was  fpim^  and  readily  found  pur^ 
chafera  in  Newcaftlfe,.  Edinbur^,  Glafgowl,  and.  ^mong  the  travelling 
merchants,  who  came  over  annually  from  tl»  coaft  <rf  Moray  and  Inver-; 
nefs  to  attend  the  great  Lammas  markpt,,  and  who  receive  it  in  barter  fof 
their  goods  in  confiderable  quantity.  Though  much  of  it  was  dilpofed 
of  in  this. manner  (to  which  there  lies  a  ftijl  flaronger  objgdlion  than  that 
which  has  been  ftated  agftinfls  bag:ering:  thp.  cquntryr  produce  with  their 
own  fhopkeepers),  a  large  quantity  fUll  renjained,  which  was  commonly 
wrought  into  a  coarfe  kind  of  linen  cloth,;  that^  about  ten  years  ago,  ar  I75a- 
mounted- annually  to  thhty  thovfand  yards,  as  appears  from  the  books  of 
jribeftamp^maftei..-  ,     :l  r    .. 
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Since  that  dme,  the  yam  has  both  retrieved  its  ellara^Ur,  and  kkCreeSt 
:1800.  «d  in  quantity  ;  and  the  fpinning  of  it  is  at  pre£ait  in  a  pMtty  flouriib^ 
ing  condition^  owing  to  difierent  caufes.  Th^  chief  of  thefe  is  the  com^ 
nexion  which  a  merchant  here  lately  formed  with  a  Coflopany  of  thread 
inant&durers  in  Montrofe,  from  whom  he  introduced  the  two4ianded 
ginning  wheels  inft^d  of  that  i^v^hich  had  formerly  been  commeidy  v^dd* 
in  order  to  reap  from  it  all  the  benefit  which  its  nature  promiJSMit  ht 
l)rought  a  woman  to  teach  the  young  women  the  dexterooe  Mk  of  the 
injRrament  for  a  limited  time ;  and,  when  they.c6ndu^  themfelves  to  her 
fadfi&dion'till  thast  is  eiqired^  daey  receive  a  red  wad  wheel  gratis;  and 
if  any  of  them  excel,  feveral  other  premiums  are  giveh.  The  plan  has 
fucceeded  beyotad  what  was  expeded ;  the  px\^  eoMred  with  fudt  t^* 
crity,  that  upwards  of  two  hnndred  of  them  hove  already  beto  taoght^ 
«dauii  of  whom  caaa  earn  about  fiiq^ence  a  day.  The  employtnmt  is  fo 
Yuited  to  their  di^Of^moo^  that  they  prefer  it  no  all  others ;  and  it  is  with 
difficulty  that  any  of  them  can  be  prevailed  on  to  engage  as  ierraats  in 
iSbA  faftii^  of  either  gentlemen  or  futners*  ComplaintB  fasre  there&cc 
be^i  mad^  and  olsjjedions  ftated  to  this  new  buiineis,  as  detrinental  to 
^a^iici^ture,  and  other  ^wiches  c^  induiby,  in  ib  far  as  it  d^ci^ed  diem 
of  the  accuftomed  dumber  of  hands ;  and  the  projedor,  kftead  of  meet* 
ingwith  that  credit  which  his  enterprife  merited,  is  binanded  wkh  re* 
j[nroach  as  an  emmy  of  Ym  coantry. 

This  e?a,  however  (if  it  ddwves  that  name),  Uke  every  other,  has 
Its  remedy  ;  a  redudio^  of  the  mimber  of  fierrants,  which  are  at  prefSsnt 
Icept  by  all  ranks,  send  e^pieciaMy  by  fkrmers  in  the  cukivation  of  didr 
lands,  would  mod  probably  be  efifeduak  Were  diis  retrenching  fi:hane 
adopted,  both  domeftic  ^yad  rwal  ^Sam  would  be  conduced,  not  oidy 
with  more  economy,  but  with  more  efied ;  and  there  wov  Id  be  a  fiiffi- 
dent  number  of  hands,  ready  to  engage  in  thk  or  any  odier  brandi  of 
bufinefs,  that  might  in  futwe  be  in&oduced. 

But  wh^ev^  opimon  t>e  formed  of  ^ther  t^  evil  or  its  temedy,  tl» 

manu£at£ture  in  quellion  has  borne  down  all  qppofidon  ^  infinsfich  that, 

1799«       lafl  year,  about  fifty  tbouland  yards  ef  Hnen  were  fUmped ;  and,  befides 
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ik%  yaxiiL  dist  Witt  bartend  ki  die  mani^r  above  fbted,  no  fewer  than  fifty 
tiiouiaed  i^fmidlts.were  fdd»  and  as  much  fent  to  the. thread  manufac- 

la  confiderii^  die  pcogreffiye  ftate  of  this  bufinef^^  one  cannot  help 
regretting  that' the  raw  material  is  brought  firom  a  foreign  country  ;  ilnce 
the  eouotryiii  winch  it  is  diher  partially  or.whoUy  mamifadured,  feems 
fitted  to  nih  it  in.fiiffidaot  quantity. .  From^  Ruffia  and  Holland  princi-- 
patty  (not  to  mention  what  comes  from  diBerent  parts  of  Great  Britain), 
there  are  imported  anmiaUy  forty  tons  of  flax^  into  this  country,  which^ 
at  aa  a:vecage,  may  amount  to  three  thoufanid  pounds  Stealing  prime  coft  ; 
ail  of  which  might  be  faved  for  vakable  purpoi^  were  the  fame  atten>^ 
tion  beftowed  on  the  raifmg  of  flax  lOver  the  whole  Iflands,  that  has  been 
fiscce&ftilly  paid  lately  in  one  or  two  places^ 

The  lime  gtatkinun^  who  latsly  ereded  a,  flas>miil,  has  alfo  efta-- 
Uifhed  a  tannery  and  bwwery,  ndiich  we  hope  will  be  fuccefsful,  and 
meet  wkb  IitttaMe  encdoxa^inent ;  bnt^  ho^mrer  much  this  may  be,  nei- 
d»r  diefe  nor  the&ien  mamifbdhiiie  can  ever  arrive  at  fuch  a  degree  of 
peifedbiv  aato  rival  that  of  fcdp^  which?  may  juftly  be  confidered  iaa  the 
flaple  commodity* 

Kelp  is  a^iobftame  compofed  <^^^&erent  materials,  of  which  the  fbflil 
oroBiiieral  alkali^  or,  aa  it  :ir  commonly;  called,  foda,  is  the  chief.     This 
iogrediimt  rendsiB  it » ufef ol '  in  the  comppfition  of  foap;  in  the  manu-* - 
fbifhus.  g£  aibimy  and  ifi  the>  ftwmadovi^  of  <»:own  and  bottle^Ia^ ;  and  ' 
in  thefe  mamrfadhipesj  hAp  anfwers  all  the  purpofes  of  the  reiy  b^  pot- 
afli,^  which  comot  be  proOTTpd  bat  aft.  great'  expenoe  from  abroad,  while 
ikt  former  catt  be  obtained  by  Ae  induftry  of  our  own  people  on  our  • 
own  fhtires-N    kis  formed  dF  the  aftiW  x)£  marine  plants,  whldi  are  cut^ 
from  th^rocka  with  a  hodc,.  or  cfliledied  on  the  fhore  for  that  purpofe, , 
and  dried  oa  the  beach  jto.  a  certain  cattent :  they  ore  afterwards  burnt  on  v 
^kito  in  confiderabie  qtuntity,  in  which  they  are  ftuongly  (tirred  with  an  i 
iron  rake  iataa  fluid  Aate  ;  and  when  they  cool,  the  afhea  condenfe  into  * 
a^daric  bltie»  oc  whirifhrcoloimBd  maia,  nearly  of  the  hardnefs  and  .folidity  of  " 
a^jBea^^nfint  of  fockt     The  kihis  employed  in,  this  (^ration  are  rudely- 

»  A  .2.     •  conftruded ; 
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cehftrtided  «f  ftones,  in  the  form  o£  a  drdei  fimr  or  five  feet  in  ^dknv^' 
ter,  and  about  one  m  depth ;  and  in  each  of  them  at  a  tune  are  com- 
monly burnt  from  two  to  fix  hundred  weight  of  kelp,  which  would  per-' 
haps  be  improved  in  quality  as  well  as  quanfity,  were  they  of  ftili  •  larger 
dimenfions. 

The  three  numerous  genera  o£  Fucus^  Ulwt^  and  C&^erva^  ail  contain 
qualities  that  render  them  capable  of  being  converted  into  this  fubftance  ; 
but  the  two  latter,  and  indeed  many  of  the  former,  are  of  iuch  a  lobfe 
texture,  an4  are  met  Avith  fo  feldom,  as  to  contribute  but  little  to  its  for- 
mation ;  fo  that  the  whole  quantity  of  kelp,  produced  here  at  leaft,  may 
be  confidered  as  fumiihed  by  fubmarine  plants  of  the  four  following 
kinds : 

I.  The  {fucus  nodofusy  Lin.)  knotted  or  fea- wrack,  or  beQ-wrack, 
which  h  here  known  by  the  name  of  yeUow  tang^  and  generally  occu- 
pies that  part  of  the  fliore  that  k  next  the  high-water  mark. 

II.  The  {fucus ferratusy  lin.)  jagged  or  fanted  fea*-wrack,  which  is 
alfo  denominated  yellow  tang^  and  which  b  common  on  that  part  of 
the  fhore  that  lies  immediately  below  the  former,  or  between  it  and  the 
lowed  ebb. 

IIL  The  {fucus  veftculofus^  Liiu)  fea-wradc  that  is  bodi  the  moft 
common  and  of  the  beft  quality,,  and  is  called  the  fea-oak^  oh  account  of 
the  refemblance  which  its  leaves  bear  to  diofe  of  the  oak  tree.  Here,  from 
its  colour,  it  is  called  black  tang ;  it  is  fbtnd  ahnoft  conftantly  cm  that 
part  of  tfve  fhwe  next  the  loweft  ebb. 

IV.  The  {fucus  digitatMSy  Lin.)  tangle,  which  is  here  univerially 
known  by  the  name  of  ware^  or  redware^  is  in  point  of  iituation  below  all 
the  reft,  infomuch  that  though  its  tops  be  occafionally  uncovered,  its  roots 
are  very  feldpm  left  dry,  even  at  the  loweft  fpring  tides. 

Thefe  plants  fix  their  roots^  in  the-  immoveable  ix)cks,  in  the  loofe 
ftones,  and  even  in  fuch  pieces  of  wood  as  happen  to  be  thrown  in  by 
the  weather,  from  none  of  which,  however,  they  feem  to  draw  any  part 
of  their  fubfiftence,  but  depend  for  it  jMJobably  on  the  ah:  and  water. 
iiox  do  tliey  ^pw  in  the  deep,  but  only  on  the  fliores,  where  they  are 
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either  entirely,  or  in  pdrt,  uncoro'ed  at  complete,  low  wat&u  il^ce, 
where  the  fhores  are  bold  and  deep,  and  the  water  near  them  very  deep} 
aa  on  the  weft  fide  of  this  couhtrj,  thefe  pfcmts  do  not  grow ;  ntad  if 
they  didy  they  would  he  imcceflibleion  aocount  of  the.  cosiflant  agitatiaii 
of  the  billows.  ,  Freqoeiiriry,  however,  it  has  beea' obferved,  tliatihejf 
thrive  mi^di  &eU^  on.  Ihori^s.  eficpcflfed  to  a  current,  than  tlxey  do- in  k 
more  quiefcent  fituation  ;  that  they  produce,  in  T)ropartion  to  theii*  Quan- 
tity, mtsch.  more  kelp ;  and,  when  the  pbce  of  their  growth  is  near  the 
mouth  of  rivulets^  OF  in  any  way  expofed  to  much.frefli  water,  tHkt.both 
ihek  quantity  and  qualky  are  iiiferior  to  what  they  are  in  perfieSly  ialt 
water.  Their,  growth  is  not  only  more  rapid,  but  more  vigorous,  the 
nearer  they  are  to  the  loweft  ebb  ;  and  they  gradually  produce  a  lefs  lux- 
uriant crop  as  they  af^proach  die  flood-marL  The  nature .  of  the  codes. 
Coo,  on  whkh  they  grow,  feemsto  influence  jthe  bulk  of  the  crop,  and 
perhaps  its  quality,  as  it  has  fomedmes  been  obferved,  that  fandftone,  or 
even  argillaceous  fduflus,  is  feldom  coveced  with  fuch  a  thick  coat  of 
weeds,  as  eidier  whin  or  iimeftone.  In  a  fituadon  fuited  to  their  nature, 
diey  feem  to  arrive  at  the  gceateft  f^erfe&ion  for  the  p^itpo^  intended,  in 
thefpiace'of  two,  cm:  at  tstcSt  dur&  .years ;:  before  that  age^  ^  many  places, 
they  are  too  fhort  to  admit  of  cutting ;  and  when  allowed  to  ftand  for 
four  or  five  years,  the  lame  weight,  or  the  fame  quantity  of  wedds,  will 
not  produce  fo  much  kelp,  as  if  they  had  been,  cut  and  manufataured 
fooner.  '  .•  .'     *.  .     (,;  ^'^ 

The  months  of  April  arid  May  are  fuppofed  to  l)e  the  >moft  produce 
live  feaftm,  diough  die  people  here  feldom  or  never  begin  fo  early,  as 
they  are  in  general  conneded  with  farms,  which  occiqpy .  their  attention 
till  tlie  b^ipning  of  June.  From  that  time  to  the  firft  or  ifaiddle  of  .Au- 
guft,  nearly  three  thQuiand  people  of  both*  fexes,*  moft  of  them  young, 
are  employed  in  th&s  manufetdure  j  each  of  diem,  during .  diat  period, 
makes  a  ton,  confifting  of  twenty-four  hundred;  weight. of  kelp,  for 
which  they  receive,  in  fome  ca&s,  thirty  or  forty  fl^illings,  .apd  in  othegcs 
fifiy.fliillings,  orewa  foinetimes  tbreepou^  ..; 

'  '     '-        ,  'i  ;.    .       L  .    !    .Manufanauring 
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Matiu&fhiring  farmers  f^dom  acquire  fkiil  ia  either  profeffion,  a» 
ihwt  attention  is  divided  between  them  ;  and  as  they  trail  to  bcdi  for  fab^ 
Mence^,  fometimes  the  one  may  hSij  andfbmetioiesthe  other ;  dieii*  ipbcks 
fink  with  the  k)fe  which  they  fiiftain,  and  then  bodi  dieir  £nim  and  tnanu* 
fii£hire  are  negieded^  This  obfermtioQ  is  but  too  juft  witK  negird  to 
thofe  who^  at  the  fame  time,  bum  kdp  and  caki^9«te  die  tand ;  fo  liiat  a 
fignal  benefit  would  refiih  from  feparatrng^thefe  two  evofioyiaaMyM  they 
have  undoubtedly,  for  many  years  pafli,  incumbered  asid  impeded  the- 
progrefs  of  each  othen  If  &ck  a  meidure  wene  deemed,  ^qpedient,  a 
number  of  people  could,  without  any  detriment;  be  ta^a  by  degree  fi:om^ 
agriculture,  and  employed  entirdy  in  the  kdp  manufa&ore*  .This,  how« 
ever,  could  not  be  done,  uniefe  kilnt  virere  introducedi  of  a  proper  con« 
flrudion,  for  bumihg  the  weeds  as  tfaey  are  cut  finontk-the  iDeka,  or  drivea^ 
afliore  by  the  biUows^  not  only  in  Aimm^  as  at  prefent,  but  during  tbe 
whole  year; 

At  piaiatoidarpfcu:e8y  inch  as  creeks  and~  beys  m  iHanda^^ 

vaft  qaandties^of  vvraveorfS(a*w9ads  a»  ofbn  thmwin.  aibore.  im  ^rin^^. 
har;v:eft,  or  viminer ;  and  as  na  medleid;bas  yset  beea  tmd  c£  canvertmg; 
cbefe  into  Itelp^  fe  long  as  they  are  itt  a  fredfi  Jftste,  and. as.^ die  liod  can^. 
not  exhauft  thefe  qutttsdties  la.  mmntre^  eoEcellehi^  ittSgnals  for  feveeai: 
hundred  tons^of  kelp  are  thus  lofl  every  year  to  the  prepiietars  and  ^e: 
country.  Not  only  all  of  this*  might  be  gakied^  but  a  very  coniiderable 
addition  made  to  it,  if  the  weeds,  bodi  ware  and  tang,,  driven  or  cut,, 
were  taken  £refh,  and  in  dut  ftate  converted  into  loelj^  by  mieans  of  kilns . 
properly  confbxided  ifor  the  purpoie,  and  wrou^t  throc^h  the  whole 
]^«ar  by  people  whofe  fbk  otipbynaent  it  flwuld^te^  to  that  bu^ 

&ier&  The  kdpera  then,  as.diey  might  in;  that  cafe  be  properly  cailed,. 
would  acquire  de^esity  from  the  ^iivifion^  of  Ijdxnur,  aood  be  ever,  ready:, . 
not  only  to  trearthe  weeds  in  a  ponoper  maaoer,  ancL  hum^  d»em  in  the 
hefl.  ftate,  but  to  cut  andmanufiidnre  them  in  many  places,  not  hitherto  • 
ficequentedv;  and  diey  wtould  find  lafure  tD4ipply  themfehres  .to  the;  bum-^ 
ing  of  tangle  or  redware,  wbkfe  in  moft.  places  is  fo  j^uhdant,  and  wfakk 
oan  only  be  obtained  at  the  fpring-ddes.     This  laft  branch  of  the  kdp^^ 

manufadure. 
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mamifaa^re  has  become  mx  objed  of  mm^n  of  Ute  oidy.     It  i$»  how^ 
ever,  capable  of  Taft  improvement* 

Befides,  if  enlarging  the  fbil  for  the  prodiiAion  of  i<ea-weed9  be  a 
pradicabie  improvement,  (and  it  is  apprehc^Kled  to  be  ib^  as  in  this 
country  it  has  in  feveral  infttnces  been  tried  v^th  effib^),  tibe  kdpers  might 
employ  then:  time,  between  tides,  in  diggpig  or  coUediing  fuch  hard^ 
krge,  compad  ftones,  as  were  beft  for  die  purpoTe,  ami  pbtctog  them  on 
the  fhores  in  fuch  fimdy  or  dayey^  bottoms  as  contain  few  or  no  weeda^ 
and  in  fuch  a  manner  as  woold  e^qiofe  tlsem  to  tktQ  ieaft  danger  of  being 
removed  by  the  furge. 

The  iakp^  after  being  made  m  the  maimer  abore  fiated,  is  fio&red  to 
remsdn  fome  time  in  the  kiln,  in  order  to  cool,  (if  tibe  mafs  be  Isacg/dy  it 
will  require  two  or  three  days),  when  k  is  raifed  in  lajige  pieces^  and  im- 
mediately placed  in  fome  fheheeed  £tuatioa  This  precautioDL  is  uficd; 
imm  an  idea,  that,  if  exposed  to  die  atmioQ)here,  fnxA  whidi  it  enridently 
draws  moiftiare^  it  crumhfes  down  into  ^aH  pieces,  and  thas  loles  mudb 
of  its  value.  Slorehouies  have  therefoce  been  buik  every  where  for  its 
reception.  Not  only  in  this,  bnt  in  otlier  re^eds,  and  indeed  in  ail  the 
ftq)a  of  the  procefs,  inch  as  coUeding,  drying,  and  bunmig  the  weeds^ 
and  raidng  die  alhes  into  flmdity,  nmdh  care  is  taken  to  pceferve  it  from 
impimdes  of  every  fort 

The  beft  kmd  of  krip  liat  an  acrid  or  caufiic  tafte,  aol  a  fiilplraroug 
fmell ;  the  colour  is  a  dark  bhie,  bordering  on  green ;  the  pieoes  are  laigef 
and  compa£t  in  dieir  te^ctwe,  with  &w  or  no  pores'  containing  chaity 
matter,  as  this  is  a  proof  diat  the  iea  plants  have  notimdergone  a  through 
rombuitiofi,  or  that  the  ma6  has  not  been  fuAciendy  iiifed  Thefe  are 
marks  of  its  goodneis,  which  are  divious  to  the  fenies,  and  may  in  ge« 
neral  be  depended  on^  tho^h  they  ate  very  far  from  being  xnMible,  ai 
any  one  muft  tmow  who  has  ever  made  es^riments  on  «1hs  fubftance 
To  fetirfy  us  completely  in  regard  to  dris  matter,  we  muft  know  acoirate^ 
ly  the  quantity  of  foda  that  the  kelp  contains,  which,  in  die  bdl  kind^ 
has,  by  repeated  expertmeiits,  been  foimd  to  he,  ^e  one  twentieth  part 
of  its  wei^ 

Though 
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Thoogh  th€  manufadures,  iiito  which  kelp  now  enters  copioiifly  a*  a  vdu^ 
able  Ingredient^  have  exifted  long,  the  preparation  of  lias  fubftance  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  of  a  very  long  (landing  any  where,  and  certainly  has 
1720.  not  been  known  here  above  eighty  years.  It  was  about  the  commence- 
ment of  that  period,  that  fome  gentlem^  who  had  either  feea  the  ma- 
nufadure  in  oiher  parts,  or  had  lieard  it  defcribed,  entered  into  a  refolu- 
tion  to  attempt  the  introdudion  of  it  into  their  own  comitry.  The  fhores^ 
extenfive  in  every  dire^on,  and  thickly  clad  with  thefe.  marix^  plants,  to 
which  the  hand  of  man  had  lutherto  given  no.  diftndnnce,  prefeoted 
themfelves  to  view  in  all  their  luxuriance,  and  excited  hc^s,  that  thece 
mi^t  one  day  refult  fix)m  them  fuch  fignal  benefits^  as  to  ext^id,  not  to 
the  people  of  Oikney  ak)ne,  but  to  the  whole  nation. 

^nefidal,  howevar,  as  die  attempt  might  appear,  it  was  not  very 
mudi  relilSied ;  and  die  lower  dais  of  people,  who  would  have  rejcncecl 
at  the  proQ>ed,  1^'they  not  been'funk  in  the  moft  Jborpid  indolence,  dif* 
Cbvered  fuch  an  averfion  to  the  meafiire,  that  they  made  no  £cniple  to 
give  it  die  ihofl:  determmed  oppoJition.  R^arding  every  kind  of  em- 
ployment which  they  had  not  been  accuftom^  to  fee,  or  to  engage  in, 
?B  not' only  ijfelefe,  but  detrimental,  they  reprrferited  bddly  to,  their  fupe- 
riors  the  bad  rcoqfcquences  which  they  apprehended  from  this  new  and 
ftrstfige  bufmefs.  *  They  were  cert^dn,  *  diey  faid,  *  that  the  fufibcating 
^rfinoke  t&at  ifibed  Aom  die  kelp  kilns  would.ficken  or  kill  every  fpecies  of 
yfifh  xm  dte  coaft,  or  drive  them  into  the  ocean  far  beyond  the  neach  of 
Vibe  fifheflfmenpilaft  the  com  and  the  graft  on  dieir  ferm*;  introduce 
1*  dif^es  of  various  kinds ;  and  finite  widi  barrennefs  their  ih^ep,  horfes, 
\t»xid  catde,  and. even  their  own  families. '  Deaf  to  thefe,  and  fuch  like 
remcattftrances^  which  were  the  dictates  of  ignorance,  and  the  moft  fu-p 
|ttne  indolence  of  difpofmon,  the  gentlemen  p^ifted  in  their  r^blutioo, 
jiod '(famed tbeir  point:  The  manufadure  was  introduced;  overleaped 
^^eiryjobflacle  that  had  fo  foolifhly  be^i  thrown  in  its  wayt  and  has  fmce 
jfcjuriiflied  in  A  wonderful  manner. 

j-j  lA^.tbe  price,  however,  for  the  firft  twenty  years  after  its  introduc- 
tion, wa^  but  low,  the  quantity  made  in  that  time  was  inoonfidai^bie^ 
!  . .  •  Dming 
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Dming  the  fubfequent.  twenty  years,  the  piice  rofe  to  two  pounds  fiviB 
ihillings  the  ton ;.  and  the  value  of  all  that  was  made  amounted,  to  two 
thoufand  pounds  Sterling  annually.  Eor  the  following  tea  years,,  the 
price  advanced  to  four  guioeaa  at  an  average,,  and  the  yearly  value  was 
fix  thoufand  po\mds  SterUhg.  The  price  at  the ,  market,  ^m  feventeen 
^hundred  and  feventy,^  ^.  the  fpace  of  eight  years,^ was  not  lefs  than  five 
pounds  the  ton,  ^nor  the  value  of  the  annual  quantity  below  ten  thoufand 
pounds ;  and  from,  that  time  to  feventeen  hundred  and  ninrty-one  indu* 
five,  which  is.  a  period  of  thirteen  years,  ,the  price -was  ftill  higher,  being 
fix  poundsrpentoa;  and  the  whole  yearly ^  vs^ue.  amounted  to  feventeen 
(houland  peunda  Sterling.  £rom\  that  time-  to «. the  prefent,  including  a  1 800w 
fpace  of  ten  years,  the. qiiantity  of  kelp. has.^  increafed  confiderably ;  and 
the  price  has  rifen.in  a. ftill. greater  proportion^  efpecially  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  prefent  *wai:,^which:haa,  /or  obviousrreafons,.  raifed  to 
an  ^ormoua  hei^  the^p];ice.of  .Spanifli  .lxuilla«s\ 

In  fome  few>years:^;dttring'that 'p^ri^^the  quanti      made,  has  been, 
three  jtboufand  tons.;  ^and-as  the  price  has  been  nine  pounds,  nine  guineas,^ 
and  evea.tai  pounds,,  jhe.  manufacture  has  brought  into  tlue  place  nearly 
thirty  thoufend  pounds.  Sterling,-  fometimes,ia  one  feafon.     The  average 
in* that  time,:  indeed,  has  not  been  fo  gi:eat^  nor  has  the  price  always  been 
fo  high  i  fo  ..that  we  cannot  rate,  the  -  former  .above  two  thoufand  fivb 
hundred  tons,  nor  the.  latter  at  more  than  nine  ppunds'  Sterling  per  ton. 
Ejiren  at  this  mediunP^,Jioweyer,,4he.fum.arilingj(rom".theqiiantity  in  that 
period  ..amounts  to  twa  hundred  *and  twenty-five  thoufand  ppunds.j  and 
if  I  thia  be  added  to  thewhole  fum-sthat  had.  been  gained  in  the  feventy 
years  ^preceding,  the  total,  iince  the  commencement  of  the  manufaOiire,  v 
will  .rife^to  five  Jiun^ed-  and  ninety-five  thoufand  pounds  Sterling.  .  Thus,  , 
in  the,  fp^cer  of  ^eighty  years,  the  proprietors,  of  sthefe  Illands,  whofe  land-  - 
rent  does  not  estc^  eight  thoufand  pouads  a  year,  iiave,  together,  with  x 
their  tenants  ai)d  their  -fervantB^  .received,  in  addition,  to .  their  incomes,  ^ 
the  enormous  Jams  of  more  thaa  half  a  millionv  Sterling.     This  .  vafl  fum,  ,, 
k)deed,  has  been  .divided  not  only  in.  the  name  of  profits,,  rent,  and  i 
wegea^  Jbut  pf  .fireights,-  commiffion,,  infurance,  &c. ;  and  a.  confiderable  ; 

;  *  S3  ^  part;: 
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part  of  it  lifts  b'e^n'drawn  and  Upent  by'gedtTem&i'vtftd'Wi^nort.TSfi^ 
but  as  the  kelp  was  not  brily  minufkAured'by  na!t?^i  but  fbld  ty  them, 
and  for  the  moft  part  carried  to  market  in  veflefs  tWe  prq>eit;^'  b^  men  itt 
the  place,  the   adviirAagesf  of  which'  it  has  beteii '^lt)ddlaive  hatve  been 
'reaped  alnioft  ^rifirely  tythV^ountrjr.'  *      *      *-     '        '"      '  '*•■ 

l^uch  a  large  fum,  eVen  with  the  dedu£ii6iik^  aSfready  noticed,  introduced 
into  a  place  where  money  waS  fcarce ;  wliere  no  other  numiifadufe,  except 
that  of  a  little  linen  and  linen-yam  was  known ;  where  filheries,  that 
might  Tiave  conftituted  wealth,  wer'e  regardeJdf  as  an  obje£t  of  ibfericw  mo- 
ment; and  where  'commerce  languiftied,  pardy  for  want'  of  ijpirit,  arid 
partly  for  want  of  Capital,  muft  have  produced  fome  remarkable  effedi 
To  afcertam  the  nature,  as  well  as  the  extent  of*  thefe,  an  accurate  view 
mqfl:  be  taken  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  country,  and  a  comparifon  drawn 
between  it,  and  that  which  4xii^ed;prev{outty'tb'the  intrbdu(ftion  of  this 
manufadture,  or  even  before  dife  futiis  knnii^y  'received  fbr  its  produce 
amounted  to  any  confider^fe  he¥ght>  -  .  *  > 
1800,  More  than  three  thoufand  people  ^e  at  prefent  employed  In  tfiis  bene-^ 

ficial  manufacture,  each  of  whom  will,  during  the  two  laft  ihohdis  of 
fummer,  earn,  in  addition  to  their  ordhiary  income,  two  pounds,  two 
pounds  ten  (hillings,  or  even  three  pounds  Steriing,  which  is  more  than 
they  would  have  gained  in  a  whole  yea[r  formerly.  But,  befides  the  be* 
nefits  it  confers  on  thofe  who  are  immediately  engaged  in  the  emjdoyment, 
it  has  often  been  of  great  advantage  to  die  inhabitants  in  general.  From 
the  fituition  and  circumftances  of  this  place,  it  is  evident,  that  it  muft  be 
fubjeiS  to  fudden  and  violent  gufts  df  wind,  which  frequently  blaft  the 
produdions  of  the  earth  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  crops,  from  having  the 
moft  flattering  appearance  in  the  fimuner,  or  early  in  the  autumn,  fome- 
times  in  the  end  prove  of  littie  value.  For  feveral  years  foeceffively,  at 
no  very  remote  period,  this  was  unfortunately  the  cafe,  when  diefe  lilands 
were  vifited  widi  fcarcity  ;  and,  had  it  not  been  for  this  excellent  manu- 
fadure,  which  enabled  the  people  to  buy  meal  from  the  merchants^  and 
the  proprietors  to  import  it  for  their  teriants  and  dependants,  many  of  the 
former  would  have  been  reduced  to  great  difficultiies,  or  even  perhaps  per- 
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iflxed  for  W4nt  ;'^^d  fgine:  of  the  latter  wpuld  have  been  flxipt  of  their 
eflateSy  or  reducedl  to  bankruptcy.  Important  as.thefe  effects  may  appear^ 
diere  are  others,  little^  if  at  all  inferigr,  diat  remain  to  be  mentioned. 

Perhaps  in  no  country  was  ever  induftry  in  a  lower  ftate  than  it.  feems 
to  ti^ye  j^fxjin,  ^is,,  beforf;^  and  even  for  fome  time  after,  ^e  introduc- 
tion  of  this  xnMLuf^dtuie ;  but,  by  its  means,  induftry  is  no;w  happily  in, 
fomen^eafure  increafed,  though  not  in  the  degree  it  might  hjive  been,  had 
only  a  part  of  the  large  capital,  of  which  it  has  been,  produdive,  been 
laid  oujt  iji  the  ioiprpvement  of  wafte  lapds,  or  in  extendijiig  the  labour  of 
the.people  in  other  refpe^w  But  though  no  pa^^  of  this  capital  has  hi- 
Aerto  been  laid  ojit  in  this  manner,  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  To  applied  in 
^fqe  lufure  pjeriod,  when  it  will  proye  a  tenfold  blefljng,  and  ferve  great- 
ly to  ameUojT^te  the  people's  condition.. 

Formerly,  they;  weje.  poor,  indolent,,  dejefted  creatures,  in  want  ofteik 
of  the  ueceflaoes,  and  almoft  jJways.of  the  conveniences  or  the  comforts 
of  life.     At  prefect,  the  cafe  is  otherwife  :  for  they  are  now  much  better 
fydy  cleaner  in  their  perfons,  and  far  better  clothed  y  their  houfes  ate  neat- 
ey,  , farmer,   smd  more  co^mlodiou^  ;    aiiJ   lu  pioportioa  as  they  findl 
tJaL^i|if)plvi?S.J)f}.(^r^  Qon^px^W^^  rifing  to  knovv,  their  own  worthy 

to  5f)[i9jce  off  that  foryility  that  never  f^  debafe  the  char^cSter,  and  to 

difcover  roorf  independence  of  fpirit.  Neither  is  this  fpirit  confined  to. 
tjipfe  wto  aj;e  immediately  connected  with  this  bufinefs  ;  fof  it  is  pleasant 
to  obferye,.  that  it  has  diffufed  itfelf,  in  fome  d^ee,  AUipng  the  whole 
body  of  the  j^eople,  -who  know  their  righb  much,  better  than  they  were 
accujlpmed  to  do,  ^pd  confidei;  themfelves  as  of  more  importance.  Some 
new  hW^h  of  induftry,.  therefore,  ought  to  be  introduced,  imine^iately 
among  them,  before  that  Ipirit  evaporates,  -or,  w^^at  is  far  more  dangerous, 
before  it  degenerates  into  that  unbridled  lic^ntio.ufaef^,  which  is  but  too. 
xi^ucb  the  chara^eriftic  of  the  prefent  age. . . 

But.  whUe  we  trace  with  pleafure  the  manifold  a^v^nt^ges  that  refulf 
fi;c^  tJtif  fcr^ch  of  bufmefs,^  apd- antidpatp  fevei:al  others,  which  future 

3B  2:  ^'  As*. 
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As  the  Taliie  of  money  is  always  hi  proportion  to  its  plenty  or  fcatce- 
riefs,  the  influx  which  this  branch  occaGOned,  fo  far  dlrtiiniflied  Its  value, 
that  not  only  the  conveniences  and  luxuries  of  Rfe,  but  alfo '  the  necef- 
fanes,  have  rifen  to  an  extraordinary  pirice,  which  bears  Very*hard  on 
fuch  as  have  their  incomes  m  money  only  ;  arid  agrYcUhitfei  "Which  'fhould 
every  where  be  cojifidered  as'  the  firft,  as  well  a^  the  moft  ^feftd  of  Ae 
arts,  iriftead  of  being  improved  from  the  acquifition  df  capitil,  lias  been 
neglefted  as  a  left  lucraidve  branch.  Befides,  the  money  that  'has  flowed 
in  fo  plentifully  from  that  Tource,  lias  Introduced  among  all  ranks  a  ftyle 
of  living,  in.  point  of  hoiifes,  furniture,  drefs  and  tabl^,  which  their  eftites, 
farms  and  incomes,  independendy  of  this  manuFafture,  will  by  no  means 
fuppolt ;  and  confequently,  if  ever  this  manufaflure  fail,  (and  we  can 
have  no  abfolute  dependence  on  its  permanency),  unavoidable  ruin  ivill  be' 
brought  on  the  proprietors,  their  tenants  and  their  families. 

To  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  with  the  temper  and  tircumftances  of 
.  the  ^people,  it  may  Teem  a  little  furprifing  that  none  of  the  manufa&ures, 
in  which  kelp  is  ufed,  has  ever  yet  been  attempted  to  be  introduced.  Soap 
could  x^ertairily'be  manufadhired  here  with  advantifge,  as  we  have  in  a- 
Ibundance  not  oiily  this  ingredient,  but  alfo  oil,  butter  and  tallow,  wMch 
;are  purchafed  for  that  very  purpofe  in  other  places  ;  and  provifions  and  la- 
bour are  ftill  cheaper  with  us,  than  where  this  manufadiure  is  carried  oil 
with  eSe€L  Glafs  might  alfo  perhaps  be  made,  and  even  alum,  fince  we 
have  one  material  in  perfection  ;  and,  though  we  want  coal,  that  defed 
could  eafily  be  fupplied  by  the  importation  of  a  fufficient  quantity,  at  a 
moderate  expence,  in  the  fhips  that  carry  the  kelp  to  the  Newcaftle  mar- 
ket Befides,  were  materials  wanting  for  thefe,  or  any  other  manu&c- 
ture  fuited  to  our  circumftances^  no  place  can  be  more  conveniendy  fituat- 
ed  than  this  is,  for  brining  them  from  another  country. 

Obje^ons  have  been  ftated  to  manufadures  in  general,  on  account  of 
the  ipfluence  which  they  naturally  have  in  ndfing  the  price  of  grain  and 
other  ardcles  ;  and,  confequently,  that  of  the  deficient  or  unpaid  feu-du- 
ties. But  it  may  be  remarked,  that  kelp  has  had  more  eSdSt  in  this  way, 
^han  all  the  manu&dures  that  could  li^ve  been  Introduced,  takea  togetheit 
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In  order  to  obtain  a  low  fiar,  or,  in  other  words,  to  pay  a  fijiall  price  for 
the  undelivered  feu-duties,  it  has  long  been,  the  policy  of  this  place  to  keep 
j^provifions  cheap  ;  iind,  though  all  feem  to  concur  In  this,  their  plans  for 
tills  purpofe  have  either  been  fo  ill  contrived,  or  theif  execution  fo  injudi- 
doufly  dire<Sted,  that  every  attempt  that  has  been  made,  has  had  a  diredly 
contrary  efFe<St.  This  is  juft  what  might  have  been  expefted,  and  what 
in  general  happens,  when  any  interference  takes  place  in  fuch  things  a§ 
ought  to  be  left  at  liberty. 

The  provifions  here  muft  in  their  price  bear  a  proportion  to  what  they 
are  in  other  places,  on  accoimt  of  the  extenfive  and  regular  intercoiufe ; 
and  nothing  can  prevent  that  proportion,  Init  &' cheek  givcsi  to  the  inter* 
courfe  which,  though  fomedmes  ^oken  of  and  even  t^6atened,  ^ould  be 
^ually  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  juiHce,  and  tp  eT^.rule  of  found 
policy/  .  ' 

The  beft^  or  perhaps  the  only  way  of  keej^ing  provifiona  che^,  l&tf 
adopt  fuch  meafures  as  would  raife  them  in  greater  quandty ;  for  this  puTr 
pofe,  here,  it  woidd  be  neceflary  to  dndn  lochs,  to  cultivate  wafte  land$| 
to  improve  fuch  as  are  akeady  cultivated,  and  to  encourage  :£ifhing. »  Tq 
the  adoption  of  thefe  meafures  the  feu*^udes  cab  form  nb  infiiperable  4)W^ 
fmce  they  cannot  be  coniidered  in  tiie  light  of  a  tithe  or  a  tlarlage,  but 
only  as  a  definite  portion  of  grain^  payable  yearly  by  weight,  and  not  hf 
meafure,  partaking  of  the  nature  of  a  perpetual  tack-^iuty  or  rent  , , 

A  converfion  <^  them,  however,  on  reafonable  terms,  while  it^  cou}^ 
not  hurt  tiie  intereft  of  the  nobleman  to  whom  they  belong,  might  ferv^ 
greatiy  to  advance  the  intereft  of  the  country,  provided  the.{Mt)pri^oi:s 
would  alfo  convert  the  rents  of  their  tenants  into  money,  on  the.  fame 
terms ;  grant  them  leafes  of  a  convenient  length ;  abcdiih  unUmited  fkr 
vices ;  and  take  fuch  other  ftqpi  as  may  promote  the  general  im{m)ve« 
in€nt.  ; 


Section 


Digitized  by 


Google 


f«  .     HISTORY   OF  BookHU 


Section  IIL 


COMMERCE* 


To  atiy  perfoa  iirlio  will  take  the  trouble  to  caft  hk  eyes  oa  a  map;  of 
the  empire,  nothing  can  be  more  obvicms  than  the  advantages  wiuch  thefe 
Iflands  pofleis  for  engaging  in  fome  branches  of  commercial  inckftry.     Si^ 
tuated  near  the  extremity  of  the  empire  to  the  north,  they  hare  equ^ly 
ieafy  acce^to  the  manufaduring  and  traifing  towns  on  the  eaft  and  we(b 
xS&aSis  of  Great  Britain :  Ireland,  lh&  Baltic,  and  HoUsmd^  are  at  no  great 
JiftaAce ;  and  fliips  might  fail  widi  as  much  iafety  and  eT^pedition,  from 
«>ur  eicc^lent  h;stil>ours,  to  America  or  the  Wefl:  Indies,  as  from  ahneft  any 
^oift  in  the  kbgdom^    Such  a  fitnatidn  aaburaUy  fiiggefts  a  cimmsr^ 
iitona^bn  with  thefe  places ;  than  which,  nothing  could  be  more  favour- 
tble,  -were  the  cirom^bnces  of  the  plsvce,  in  otJxei:  refpeds,  fix:h  as  to 
enable  the  mhabitanis  to  form  qr  fuppoit  fuck  a  connexioa.     But  in  vsuua 
Wiight  they  attempt  to  efiabfifli  a  Baltic^  Dutch,  Iriih>  otan  Am^ican 
iradb,ln  ^  prdibnt  i;fiper£e£k  ftate  of  their  agnculhire  and  xnanufaif^res  i 
W^ch,  in,  every  country  w^ere  there  4s  foil  or  iuxface  to  produce  iubfiilence 
ibfr  man,  ought  to  be  improved  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  ferve  for  the  found- 
-a^n  d?  ^  comia^iecda}  arte^ 

-"At  'pc(b6mCj  ihBy  are  in  want  of  capital,  pec^ie,  and  induffay,  iu^S^nt 
to  render  it  expedient  for  them  to  embark  in  foreign  trade ;  and,  till  they 
obtjun  thefe  advantages,  they  muft  content  themfelves  with  trafficking  in 
thofe  few  articles  that  are  raifed  in  their  own  country,  or  are  necef&ry  for 
its  confumption. 
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The  fittle  trade  which  tlicfjr  hm,  Aoogh  hj  no*  means  flcmrifliirtg,  is 
rather  In  An  improving  (late,  as  i^i  aj^piear  from  an  aodbimt  of  the  com- 
modities exported  and  imported.  The  principal  Exports  are  teef,  pork, 
butter,  tallow,  hides,  calf-ikins,  rabbit^kins,  .fidt  fifli,  dU^  fblhefs,,  linen- 
yam,  and  coarfe  linen  cloth,  kelp,  and,  in  years  of  fertility,  com^  meal, 
and  malt,  in  no  finall  qtiihttCy,(  .* 

The  imports  are,  wood,  iron,  flax^  coal,  fugar,  ^pirit%  xl^ines,  fhuflf 
and  tobacco,  flour  and  bifcuit,  feap,  Icatheri  hardware,  broad-cloth,  and 
printed  linens  and  cottons,  ^       *    /^    - 

In  the  annexed  flate  of  the  arti^j^  injported^  dieir  yalye  is  ftated  at 
the  prime  coft,  in  the  markets  of  London,  Manchefter,  Whitby,  Newcaftle, 
Glafgow,  Edinbiu-gh,  and  Aberdeen,  thcL  places  iSrom  wiiich  they  are 
generally  brought  That  of  the  export*^  tSh^  the' other  hand,  is  rated  at  the 
price  which  they  ordinarily  bring  at  the  fame  markets,  and  at  Brrftol, 
Liverpool,  Leith,  and  Dumbarton ;  ^miarkets,  to  which  feelp  haa  of  late 
been  carried  in  confiderable  quantiti^J^  The  Information  his  been  drawn 
from  the  Cuftom-houfe  books,  which  ^ep  very  accurate  ;  and,  in  order 
to  afcertain  theu*  value,  recourfe  was  had  to  thofe  of  the  moft  judicious 
and  intelligent  fliopkeepers,  '     ^  •  ^^    i 

Four  diflferent  periods  have  beeii  fixed  on^  ten  f&m  diAant  from  each 
other,  in  order  to  give  a  more  dxl^aidea  of  the  progreffive  ftate  of  the 
little  trade  of  thefe  remote  Illands. 
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^tt  AccimATS  Statement  rf  the  Value  of  the  Goods  carried 
Jromatui  toOKKVZYi  together  with  am  AccovvT  oftheTonvAGB^ 
the  Number  of  Ships,  and  of  the  Sailors  oh  board  of  them^  that 
belonged  to  it^  in  the  Tears  foUowi^g^  viz. 

Ao.Doio. 

r  Exports  L.  12,018    4    0  Steeling.. 

*  I  Imports       10,406    6    0 


^°^' I  Imports       14,011    6    0 


L.  1,611  18  (h 

23,247  lb 
14,011  6 


L.. 9,^86  4  01 

f  Exports  L.  26,598  12    Or 
^•Ijmports      20,303    0    Ov 

IL  5,795  12    0» 

JExports  L» 39,677    9    4 
^*"*'' IjmportB :     35,789  17    4. 

L;  .3,887  12    Q:. 

177a  Slupping, .  825  tons.  Ships,  IT. 

1780. .  SUi^ng,    940  tons.  Shipv20. 

1790.  Shipping,- 2000  tons.  Ships,  3a 

1600..  Shipping,  1375  tons.  Ships,  21. 


r        J 


Sailors,  7R\ 
Sailors,  90/ 
Sailors,  170. . 
Sailors,  119.V 


Thus,  the  trade  has  been  gradually  increaiihg,  for  at  leaft  the  fpace  of 
thirty  years.     And,  that  the  tonnage  and  number  of  the  fliippii^^  as  well 
as  the  niimber  of  the  fidlors,  have  not  increafed  in  proportion,  has  been  » 
owing  to  captures  by  the  enemy  and  to  flupwrecks. 
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Section  IV^, 


FISHERIES* 


Nothing  contributes  more  to  the  profperity  of  any  country,  than  t(r» 
Have  its  nature,  fituation,  and' cuxumftances  accurately  inveftigated  and 
tfioroughly  known-;  and  to  have  that  kind  of  induftry  not  only  intrcv 
duced,  but'fupported  and  encouraged,  which  is  beft  adapted  to  it  in  thefe^ 
refpefts.     To  this  wife  policy,  in  a  great  meafure,  was  it  owing  that  the 
Dutch,  with  a  territory  that  is  neithet  esctenfive  nor  of  the  beft  quality, 
raifed  themfelves  to  a  degree  of  conf6quence  that  rendered  them,  formerly,  , 
the  objaaof  wonder  and  envy  to  the  nations  around  them.     If  an  ifland, 
within  their  limits,  contained  many  creeps  and  bays,  it  was  deftined  for 
the  building  of  boats,  floops,  and  other  fmall '  craft.     Afaoth'er,  that  had  » 
not  thefe  advantages,  but  a-foirfitted  for  the  purpofe,  was  appropriated  ta  » 
Ae  production  of  flax  and  htemp,  to  be  made^  into-  twine,  nets,  cordage, 
and  failcloth  for  the  different  veffels.     A'  third;  that  was  diftihguifhed  for  ' 
the  luxuriance  of  its  grafe  or  the  excellence  of  its  pafture,  was  fet  apart 
to  fiirnifh  milk,  butter;  and  beef  for  the  inhabitants.     While  a  fourth, , 
on  account  of  ife  ftrjperior  richnefs'  of -foil,"  produced  oati,  barley,  peas,  > 
beans,  and  wheat; 

Unfortunately,  no  fdch'  raethbdliis  ever  yet  been-  adopted  ^iri  regard  1- 
to  the  Iflands  in  queftion ;  fdr  they  are  derived  hot  only  of  the  advan- 
te^es  that  xefidf  from  a  felefdion  of  pla;ce8,  and  the  eftabliflunent  of  ftapl^ 
fuitedto  their  circumftances,  but  even  of  th<^e  which  might  arife  from  thate 
kind  of  indufti^jr  which  feems  beft'  calculated  for  them,  confidered  as  a  ^ 
whole.     In  proof,  of  tfiis,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  though  theh:  Ctuatidn  ^ 
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16  favourable  to  almoft  every  kind  of  fifhery,  and  the  multitude  and 
variety  of  excellent  fiih  on  the  coafts  promife  to  reward  amply  the  labour 
of  the  people  who  might  be  thu^  ^^gagH,  very  litde  attention  has  hitherto 
been  beflowed  on  this  obje£t ;  and,  in  the  few  inftances  where  it  has, 
flxangers  have  performed  the  work,  and  reaped  the  benefit 

Since  the  people  to  the  north,  iboth,  and  weft  of  this  country,  who 
are  in  fome  refpeAs  in  a  fimilar  condition,  have  embarked  keenly  in  this 
fpecies  of  induftry,  it  may  feem  ftrange  that  here  it  fhould  have  met  with 
fuch  general  negledl.  The  moft  probable  reafon  that  can  be  given  is, 
that  they  who  live  in  the  country  have  almoft  all  of  them  litrie  farms  to 
occupy  their  attention,  and  are,  for  the  moft  part,  employed  in  the  feafbn 
that  is  beft  calculated  for  fifhing,  in  the  manufacture  of  kelp,  which,  if 
not  always  a  more  lucrative,  is  at  leaft  a  more  certain  and  a  l^  hazardous 
employment  But  were  once  the  furplus  number  of  hands  tak»n  from 
agriculture,  which,  as  has  been  ftated,  that  bufmefs  could  eafily  fpaie,  and 
were  kelp  manufadured  by  people  whoJfe  fole  bufinefe  it  was  at  all  feafona, 
men  might  be  found  to  engage  in  fifhing  as  their  ooly  profefiioa,  without 
which  it  is  in  vain  to  exped  that  exceUecuce  ip ,  this  line  can  ever  be 
gained. 

In  the  intervals  of  their  labour  on  the  land  and  on  the  rocks,  the 
people  at  prefect  launch  theu:  boats,  and  catch,  ne?ir  the  fhore,  a  few  fi(b 
for  their  immediate  fupport,  without  difcoveriBg  the  finalleft  inclination  to 
advance  farther  into  the  fea,  where  they  would  feldom  fail  to  find  fiih  of 
a  fuperior  kind  and  quality. 

An  exception  in  regard  to  lobfters  deferves  to  be  mentioned.  Fof 
fome  years  paft,  the  lobfter  fifhing  has  been  carried  on  to  a  confiderable 
extent  It  feems  to  be  increafmg,  and  has  already  been  a  profil:able  con* 
cem  to  the  Company,  and  of  much  benefit  to  many  of  the  people  in 
feveral  of  the  Iflands.  Thefe  fifh,  which  Jipre  exodlent  and  munerous^ 
are  cau^t  in  nets,  and  confined  in  chefts  till  fuch  time  as  the  fhips^  arrive 
that  are  to  carry  the^n  away.  An  opulent  Knglifh  Company  has  under- 
taken and  conduds  this  bufinefs,  who  employ  a  niunber  of  fixiacks  that 
have  large  wefts  in  their  holds,  for  the  puipofe  cf  containing  the  fifh,  and 
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cariTtag  them  aiive  weddy  to  the  London  market  About  a  hundred 
boat!  are  employed,  with  ten  men  in  each ;  and  though  the  lobfters  are 
£3ld  for  two  pence  Sterfing  a  piece,  a  good  fiiherman  will  gain,  even  at 
this  low  rate,  ten  pounds  in  the  fummer;  The  whole  fum  that  this 
branch  of  bufinefs  is  calculated  to  prodtKre  to  the  inhabitants  at  prefent, 
amounts  annually  to  a  tboufand  poands  Steeling.  And,  as  tbere  are  rtaaiY 
|4aces  where  tius  ^ecies  of  fifk  abound,  that  hare  not  yet  beeft  vifited  by 
^be  fifhermen,  it  is  bdie^ed,  on  good  grounds,  that  twic^  that  (um  might 
eafily  be  drawn  from  that  fiflbery^ 

A  f^  greater  fum  than  tbas,  it  is  iitnagined,  might  be  acquired,  if  due  at-^ 
lention  were  paid  to  the  herring  ftftiery.     That  fifti,  it  is  well  known,  comes, 
every  year  in  inmienfe  flboals  from  the  north,  one  of  which  feems  to  di- 
Tide  kfelf  into  two  brandies ;  and,  in  its  progrefi  ibuthwards^  the  one 
Wandi  hovers  for  ibme  time  about  the  Northern  Iffes  and  the  Eaft  coaft, 
while  the  other  branch  ^ts  liic^  iilands  that  are  fittiated  on  the  Weft: 
coaft  of  Gieat  Britain     In  th^  months  of  Jime,  herrings  are  caught  in^ 
vafi:  numbers,  and  inthe  very  beft^  condhioo,  on  the  coaft  of  Sbedand., 
About  ibe  and  of  Jhdy,  or  beginning  of  Auguft,  Aey  commonlj^  reach, 
llie  coafb  of  Caithnefii  and  Suth^laod,  and  much  about  the  fame  time, 
make  tbcir  £i:ft  appeasance  in  the  bcbs  and  bays  of  die.  Weftem  Ifles.. 
In  dius  paffing  oabodi  fides  of  as  when  the  wcatfeer  is  fiivourable,  they 
^reo&en  feen  in  great  muteitudes  in  the  ibui^$,  creeks  and  bays,  and< 
Baight  then  be  caught  in  myiiads  with  the  whnoft  fecility.     Such,  how-- 
eveis,  is  either  the  want  of  hands,  or  die.  want  of  capital,  fkill  or  enter-. 
prife,  for  "teng^ipiig  in  dna  {pedes  of  iaaduftry,  that  tfiough  it  promifesv 
not  only  profits  to  diofe  wlip  would  undertake  it,  but  much  advantage  to> 
tibe  people  Bt  feiige,  no.  attempt  has  bidieno,  b«n  made  to  eftablifli,  or: 
even  begin  fo  beneficial  a  bufmefe. 

.The  feme  n&gfed  hoa  been  ihown  to  the  cod'  and  lihg  fiifeery^  which,. 
if  imdeisu^en  with  ^irit^  and  purfi^ed  wkh^  perfevarance  and  judgement,, 
amid  not,  it  is.belisiied,  fail  to  add  mu<^  tp  the  ihduftry  and  riches  o£- 
ihia  country*  Albn^  aknoft  aU  the  coafts,  and  at  ne  g^eat  diftance  frora^ 
fcmd,  0apere.9re  banka  to  whidi  Atfe  iiftu  refort,  and  wheif  they  are  caught 
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In  plenty,  as  often  as  the  fea  and  weather  permit  the  boats  (^hic^  are 
Bo\  very  well  calculated  for  the  purpofe)  to  reach  thefe  places  in  iafety/ 
As  a  proof  of  their  abundance,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  in  the  ifland  of 
Waes,  the  little  farmers  on  the  fhoresof  l!he  POTitland  Frith  have  ibme^ 
times  direded  their  attention,  in  their  leiftire  hours,  to  fifliii]^  ;  and,  with 
a  few  boats  only,  and  in  the  tiniie  which  they  could  fpare  from  their  other 
labour,  they  have  been  known  to  catch  forty  thoufand  exceUent  cod  fifh 
in  one  feafon.  Had  the  attention  of  thefe  people  beeti  direfted  folely  to 
tthat  objed,  and  had  their  boats  been  properly  conftruded  for  the  pur- 
qpofe,  they  might  certainly  have  caught  with  eafe  ten  times  that  num- 
"ber.  The  fuccefs  that  follows  their  exertions  in  thefe  un&vourable  dr- 
•ciunftances,  -poicits  out  that  place  as  ah  di^le  fifliing'  ilation ;  to  which 
might  be  added,  with  a  profpeiS  of  fimilar  fuccefs,  Stromnefe,  Birfay  or 
Evie,  Weftray  and  Sanday,  which  might  be  the  places  for  catching  and 
curing  cod  and  ling ;  while  Stronfay,  Deemefs,  and  South  Ronaldfliay 
might  be  proper  ftations  for  both  the  lobfter  and  herring  fiiheries. 

But  whatever  advantage  might  refult  from  this  bufinefs  to  either  indi-^ 
Tiduals  or  fociety,  it  is  in  Vain  to  think  of  its  conmiencement,  till  dther 
the  inhabitants  acquire  more  enterprife  and  more  (kill ;  or  proper  fiiheiv 
men  be  brought  from  another  place  to  animate  and  inftrudl  them ;  till 
lx)ats  better  adapted  to  the  employment  be  procured  j  and  till  there  deck* 
-ed  floops  be  fumifhed,  that  may  effedhially  cover  thefe  boats  from  the 
violence  of  the  fea,  or  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

The  number  of  hands  which  this  branch  of  induftry  employs  in  the 
fifter  Iflands  to  the  north,  the  multitude  of  people  it  fupports,  no  lefs 
than  the  large  fums  that  are  drawn  from  it  to  augment  the  revenue  of 
the  proprietors,  fliould  certainly  induce  men  of  capital  to  engage  in  tiiat 
promifmg  bufmefs.  The  fame  men  might  aUb  perhaps  prom&te  dieir 
own  Interefl,  as  well  as  that  of  the  public,  by  laying  out  a  part  of  their 
capital,  for  the  purpofe  of  fharing  the  profits  of  the  feal  and  whale  fifhery. 
Sevend  towns  on  the  eafl  coafl  of  Britdn  have  for  many  years  been 
concerned  in  tha^  bufinefs ;  and  thdr  {»x£ts  have  no  doubt  been  fiith  as 
jto  encourage  them  to  continue  their  exertions.    Stitt  p:eater  profits,  it  is 
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believed^  migfat  be  obtained  by  thofe  who  would  embark  in  it  here,  s^ 
this  place  poflefles  feveral  fignal  advantages.  In  point  of  diftance,  ^r 
example,  it  is  much  nearer  the  fifliing  ground  ;  feamens'  wages,  as  well  as 
all  forts  of  provifions,  are  cheaper  j  and  plenty  of  men  fit  for  the  employ- 
ment could  be  found,  as  many  of  them  have  been  long  accuftomed  to 
ferve  on  board  of  fliips  from  other  places  engaged  in  that  bufinefk  The 
low  price,  too,  of  ^ome  forts  of  labour  here,  would,  when  once  they  had 
begun  the  trade,  fuggeft  the  propriety  of  landing  the  fpick  or  blubber,  in 
order  to  undergo  the  procefs  for  converting  it  into  oil  in  this  place,  which 
would  be  another  fource  of  employment  and  emolument  to  thefe  lilands. 
Markets  in  abundance  for  this  commodity  could  be  every  where  found  j 
and  it  could  be  carried  out  at  little  expence  in  the  ,fhips  that  carry  off  the 
produce  of  the  Illands. 

But,  what  would  add  much  to  promote,  not  only  this,  but  every  kind 
of  fifhingj  both  here  and  in  fome  places  in  the  vicinity,  would  be  the 
eflablifhment  c^  an  extenfive  magazine,  containing  all  things  neceflary  for 
the  purpofe.  The  central  fituation  of  thefe  Iflands  points  them  out  as  a  fit 
ilation  for  fuch  a  magazine ;  and  fi-om  it  both  the  Weftem  Ifles  and 
Shetland  might  be  fupplied  with  all  forts  of  ftores,  whenever  thdr 
filhing  had  been  fo  unexpededly  great,  as  to  drain  them  of  the  ne- 
ceflary articles  before  the  conclufion  of  the  fifhing  feafon.  To  fumifh 
this  magazine  as  it  ought,  would  alfo  encourage  and  fupport  other  kinds 
of  induftry.  Staves  might  be  imported,  and  made  into  cafks  by  coopers 
belonging  to  the  place :  hemp  might  be  raiied  on  our  foil,  and  made  in- 
to twine,  lines,  nets,  fails,  and  cordage :  meal,  mah,  ale,  and  fpirits  migfat 
be  fumifhed  firom  our  own  grain,  for  which  in  fome  years  it  is  difficidt 
to  find  a  proper  market  If  lalt  made  here  would  anfwer  the  purpofe,  it 
could  be  fiimifhed  alfo,  as  fait  works  have  been  eflablifhed  fcmnedy ;  and 
if  occafionally  the  requifite  articles  could  not  be  furmihed  here,  they 
could  be  brought  eafily  firom  anbthar  country* 

In  fhort,  were  thefe  difierent  modes  of  amelioration  adopted ;  did  all 
ranks,  that  are  any  way  conceded  with  this  coimtry,  concur  in  the  im- 
provement of  its  agriculture,,  fo  as  not  only  to  produce  fubfiftence  fcH*  a 
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growrag  populatioil,  but  ttiateriala  for  an.mcreafed  maniifaaure,  in  the 
dJtienfion  of  the  4bel^  in  patticuhff ;  dii  they  avail  themlelves  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  hs  frtuation  for  entering  into  fevend  kinda  of  fiflieries,  and 
carrying  on  feme  branches  of  foreign  as  well  as  domeftic  trade ;  and  did 
Afey  at  the  fanie  time  colledk  into  a  magazine  materials  of  various  Idnds, 
to  toabte  them  to  carry  <m  diefe  temches  of  induftry  With  more  efkOt ; 
tihfls  place,  which  is  inconfiderable  tteither  in  extent  nor  fertility,  would 
rife  fkwn  obfcurity  into  confequence^  and  aflume  that  rank  which  it  is 
tmitled  to  hold  iimoAg  the  provinces  of  the  kingdom. 

Several  thcHifimd  excellent  M6rs  wotdd,  in  that  cafe,  be  always  ready 
•A  any  emergency  to  be  fttrfilfhed  to  the  navy  of  Great  Briton,  and  it 
wouW  have  a  claim  to  expeft  a  fuhaWe  protedion  in  return.     For  thia 
purpofe,  in  times  of  hoftility,  a  finall  fquadron  of  fhips  of  war  m^ht  be 
conveniendy  ftalioned  here ;  which  would  ferve  the  end,  not  only  of 
^uai^&ig  the  country,  but  2ih  of  prote<amg  cur  own  trade  m  the  North, 
Steas,  and  cramping  that  of  our  enemies  j  and,  were  privateers  to  joict 
4iefti,  theire  fe  fcarcely  any  fituation  where  they  woukJ  be  more  fucce&ful,, 
ift  n  great  i«»ftber  of  vefleb  are  continually  paffing.. 

H»M»I 


.  To  conchfltde  witb  t  &6MMry  vie»r  of  &e  whole — ^Thefe  Iflands,  of 
wbich  twenty-niAe  aire  iofcal^ted^  Mtd  tiikty-eight  have  tio  inhabitants^^ 
w€k^  ettfly  dilcoVeredt  aod  £^m  evidently  to*  have  been  firil  peopled  by 
tbb.  Vi&$r  vrltoy  &om  fheir  Iknguage,,  manners,  aad  cuftoma,  appear  to> 
teiv^  been  Ji  tribe  of  (lie  ancient  Go&a^ 

^That  brsoich  of  them  which  tefetf  ed  here,,  were,  like  the  reA,  a  &ee  peq>k^, 
tlwugh  goveraied  by  iRipreme  ma^teatses^  under  the  name  of  Kings,  who 
iffiife,  k  iflf  plsebabtev  one  whie  independent^  aiod  at  anoliier  tr&ulary  to. 
the  Pidtiih  monarchs  in  the  nortJiof  Scotland,  fora  period  of  feveral  hua^ 
4v^  lfe£^  Towaffdi  the  eml  oE  the  smth^  or  the  beginning  of  the  tenth: 
G^iw^  dhey  vrere  iavadei^  asid  yielded  to  the  fiqperior  fQn:e  of  a  wir«> 
fil^^tHd^pt^i  ifiom^thfe  lakes  and  fhcwes  of  Norway,  by  whom  diey  were 
..;     .  rither 
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.^kher  exlii^>ated  or  fubdued,  as  we  bear  no  more  pf  tiMA  m  tfee  QuUtWff 
tnn(z£6om  of  that  period,  though  theie  tr^afa£tiofis  ai^  recC)rded  at  coiv- 
fiderable  Imigth  by  the  hiftorians  of  the  fubfequent  ag^  From  that  time, 
the  Iflands  were  under  the  domifticaa  of  the  fov^eigos  of  tjbuat  cotwtry, 
who,  by  means  of  lioWemm  of  very  hi^  n^i^  ^ojjejrfteii.^h^m  aa  fub- 
jiQ6tBy  but  not  as  Haves  ;  inibtnuch  thtt»  dming  t^  epn^mlaiice  ol^  their 
fovereiguty,  which  lafted  till  after  the  middle  of  the  fi&teath  eefitmrjr^ 
the  people  feem  to  have  enjoyed  a  degnee  of  fib^rty^  whkh^  in  oaany 
.ports  jof£m)ope^  waA  at  that  time  unknown.  St^l  they  labouiyd  mder 
the  iBcanreiiieaoei^  ii^aercTit  in  Recondition^  q.  9eim)t^..pf(Mne&»  £v 
from  the  feat  of  power,  and  beyond  the  reai:h  oiymk^md  comn^^fr 
With  few  incentives  to  indnfiiry,  they  latigtiifhed  in.  inddf nee  and  obfcu- 
rity,  unle&  when  they  rufhed .  into  the  field,  to  fignalae  their  cour^ 
a^nft  dietr  fbei,  who  never  attaxiked  their  fp^ijbn$  or  lUYnd&l  their  tfciir 
tory  with  impunity.  But  though  this  temporary  eisertion;  itii^(  fecucp 
theip  &om  dangerous  enecnifs,  by  ke^b^  aiitE  ^h?  nttrtial  flpant^  it 
tould  have  litde  or  no  inflnenw  in  fireating  or  «h«rifl)itag  mi  uie&i  waA 
permanent  a&ivity.  After  they  became  fiibje^  Mld/were  bnneited  t^ 
the  Crown  of  ScoiUaad,  it  might  ha1^.heefi.ii«fqfK)ii^^  they  wmM 

have  improved  in  this  refpe£t  This, .  hoimVer^  was  twt  ihet  oa^ ;  finf  as 
they  were  fometimes  farmed  on  fliort  leafes,  or  managed  by  fa£lors  or 
ftewards  for  the  Crown  (who  were  frequently  changed),  and  at  other 
times  given  to  needy  court  favourites  for  a  fhort  period,  thefe  men  were 
all  of  them  fo  deftitute  of  any  fixed  or  lafling  intereft  in  their  wel&re, 
as  to  prevent  their  engaging  in  any  pla,n5  for  their  improvement 

If  thofe  who  held  the  firft  rank  difcovered  no  inclination  to  improve 
the  place,'  of  which  they  had  the  management,  neither  the  lefler  proprie- 
tors of  land,  nor  the  little  traders,  who  were  all  of  them  burdened  with  a 
heavy  load  of  taxes,  could  be  fuppofed  to  have  the  diipofition,  or  the  abi- 
lity, to  undertake  fuch  an  arduous  taik.  Hence,  notwithflanding  the  ex* 
cellence  of  the  foil  of  this  country,  and  the  very  favourable  fituation  for 
feveral  kinds  of  induftry  in  which  it  is  placed,  the  lands  are  many  of 
them  yet  lying  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  and  almoft  all  erf  them  are  but  very 
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imperfedty  euldvated.  Manu&dhireSy  with  only  one  exception,  hsLve- 
icarcdy  at  this  mooient  been  entered  upon ;  the  fifheries  are  ahnoft  en^ 
lirely  negleded  ;  and  any  litde  commerce  that  has  hitherto  been  an  objeA 
of  attention,  can  hardly  be  confidered  as  deferving  the  name*. 

But,  would  his  Majefty,  who  is  in  pofleffion  of  the  church-lands,  and> 
who  has  an  intereft  in  their  improTemait^  take  the  lead  in  their  sHneliorar 
^on ;  were  the  Royat  example  feUowed  by  the  noble  perfon^  who  has  ai. 
right  to  the  feuKluties  of  the  earidom,  and  has  joined  to  that  privilege  aa. 
exteniive  private  eflate ;  and  were  the  gendemen  and  merchants  to  coope- 
rate in  fuch  a  bufinefs^  we  fliould  very  foon  behold  with  pleafure  a  new 
and  more  intereftii^  order  of  things  take  place.. 

By  fuch  means^  as  thefe,  the  lakes  and  marfhes  would  in  a  fhort.  time 
be  drained}  the  commoa  lands  and  runrig  lands  would  be  divided ; 
and  all  of  thenL  wovld  be  fo  unproved,  as  to  pcoduce  fubiiitence  for  the 
people,  and'  materials  for  manu£idures  of  diffisrent  kind&     Manufaures^ 
and  commerce  and  fiflxeries.  would  fpring  up  and  rival  one  another ;  the^ 
inhabitants*  would  become  four  times  as  numerous,  more  induftrious,  and: 
^onfequendy  •  mere  happy ;  and:  die  Orkney  Iflands,.  inftead  of  being  a 
neg^edted  and  comparadvebpc  ufeleis  province^  would,  ibon.  be  mada  a^ 
vahiable  partof  the  Biidih  £ii^ire,« 
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WITLOMA^  4h  ©EDiJCTlON^  cmmsmhg  JAe  GKir^AliCMMES  ^^/ier 
Ancient  Counts   of  ORKKfiv,  yrow  tbsir  jiffi  Cmeation  to  tbt 
F^ttnth  Century:    Drawn  ^  from  the  mofi  authewtk  Records^  bf 
Thomasj  Bishop  of  Owaray^  <wfc&  the  chance  b/  his  Q^zrcy 
^nd  lahers^  in  mftfitfrnme  4f  dm  Xhrkr  frimk  Eric,  Kiim>  of  DENf- 
MARK,    lb    IW^gftg**^    flfer    Ri^   flfT  WlIJ<IAM    SsKCJLAIR    ^    tbc. 

EarFdomi 

%     - 

f^nftti  lempbrom,  axlru^^JM:.ha^B^     ialxac  Jbmtsantm  valle,  kJMli^ 
tate  A  brei^ilat^,  tcftaate  -peneraiiili  lUlb  oriaocgcapbo.  Mastiao^  Doouoi 
^noM  P^  ^^^ni0«6ffi(^anoy  tK^opellaiv^  aecefle  Ytdetunde  oa^igjerie  esctra- 
-here  ^^tog^nkwum^  ^fgwn,  priw^^nim  et>alkmmi  fneobrcffim  genealogiaB  . 
^r^qtms^nimdMs  ifte  inniiMrim.re^mxv  &egO';n9giit&t^  et  prin^ip^  gu* 
hemant  fignantque  y  in  dedui^ioneoi,  A  JigmcamMtt.  Krerifeatts,  ^uO  «4 
«>raftdem  fecceffiowem^i^retfimiifter  weraire  iperatan-    Jftiilhi  jei;gp  dt  ex- 
^gelletttHTimo  Domino  imftro^  'jpinapi  AifiixmO)  itfoiwe^     r^i^,iuiiii|ue- 
-liKx^dfoirfbtie,  i^Mi^id^  ptftficib^  confuUbus  «lq[nix)^Im»'Tlii9i  regm    Thsh- 
iims  Dei*«t  ApeftoHce  S^is  jg]^ta£pifcofms<(Hc^^  ^7>tftl>ndie»  cafionifi : 
•ecddie  -cathectealis  S«n^  Miigni  Martyrk  .gioriofiibim) ,  fegtf«>  cetBrique 
^oceF€&,  ^d^les,  ^lopnlvs  im:  ^cotntmtratos  ejuicioi%  gticia^  pax^  ^dritaa,^ 
-gaiKliym,  longofiimlMs^  <xd(m(:wdia  a  IteoOPadte  QoiaipoteitteieCa  J)|fu 
'*^H[ilo>k  ^[^tu  6»A<x     bi iOmni^m  vdliis qier  ^HomiifigteiPegoafit :^  in 
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cujus  manu  corda  funt  regum  cum  omni  fubje<aione,  humilitate,  et  obe* 
diencia  prompti  et  parati  veftram  in  Jefu  Chrifti  vifceribus  zelantes  et  fa- 
cientes  falutem  in  caritate  non  fidla-  Requirentes  ut  in  dicendis  in  noftra 
fimplicitate  veftra  fuppleat  regia  fobfimitas  et  quia  ipimus  firmiter  et  longi 
temporis  fpacio,  efficax  rerum  magiftra,  nos  experientia  docuit,  quod  in  du- 
bium  non  revocamus  qualiter  erga  Comites  Orcadie  regalis  ipfa  fublimitas^ 
zelum  femper  exuberantem  «xercuit,  quaind>rem  finnam  fpem  gerimus^ 
plenamque  fiduciam  obtinemus  quod  ilia  regia  majeftas  verba  noftra  be- 
nigne  recipiat,  diligenter  intelligat  et  effediive  profequatur,  ut  infra  pe^o- 
its  claul&um  folicite  confidencre  convenit  ipfii .  tegia  fmoeritas  et  diligenter 
tttendere,  quod  adulatorium  veftre  ferenitatis  aliquid  non  icribimus,  quod 
fecundum  Petrum  Bleffenfem  in  fiio  prolt^  cane^tem^  Old  venditores 
(tffe  non  intendimus,  fed  patei^idaores  veritads. 

•  Ergo  arbitramiu:  pium  efle  et  meritorium,  teitimonium  perhibei^\vere- 
tati  ne  vseritafe  occultettrr,  prefertim  iRa  per  quam  innoceftti  poflk  prejudi* 
ciam  generari,  et  cum  uterque  reus  eft  qui  veritatem  occultat  et  menda- 
cium  dicit,  quia  ille  prodefle  non  ifte  nocere  defiderat  quod  a  nobis  Deus 
avertat,  potiflime  cum  in  dicendis  per  quondam  recolende  memoriam  Erici 
veftri  predeceflbiift  regis  noftri  admonid  pateoles  Mto^  fuilfemus  teftiAo** 
niiim  peiliibere  veritati,  prout  ladus  in  fequenttbtis  patebit  Hinc  eft 
quod  nos  Thomas  Epifcopus,  oapiCulum,  canonici^  legifer,  <:eterique  pro- 
treres,  nobiies,  populus,  commnnitas  five  jdebei  antedidi^  coram  Deo  ia' 
fide,  ac  fidelitate  quibus  veftre  re^e  majeftati  tenemur  aftridi  fideliter  at* 
teftamur  et  ad  perpetuam  rd  memoriam  dedudmus  fidemque  £^mu8 
vobis  et  omnibus  prefendbus  et  futuris. 

Jefu  Oirifti  fidelibus  lande  matris  ecdefie  filib  in  forma  et  efie<au 
fubfequentibus.  Coram  ndns  congregatis  con^arena^  magnificus,  et 
-prsepotens  Dominus,  Dominus  Willielmus  de  Sando  Claro  Comes  Orca^ 
xlie,  Dominus  de  Sinclar  in  ecd^a  San<ai  Magrii  Martyrifi  in  Orcadia  pro- 
pofuit  in  hunc  modum ;  fuppofuit  enim  quod  nobis  bene  et  ad  plenum 
cognita  xes  MSkt^  quomtodo  magnis  retroadHs  temporibus  anteceflores 
ifui  et  progenitores  ac  ipfi  Orcadie  comites  jufte  ac  juridice,  inconcuile^  li* 
nealiter  et  gradatim  jure  hereditario  comitate  Orca^Me  fuperdi^  fucoep 
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ferant  ac  lUam  per  tempora  magna  et  longeva  nulla  aliena  generatione  in- 
t^rveniente,  quietiffime  poflederant  Et  quaEter  diverfe  carte,  evidentie, 
inftrumenta,  libri  cenfuales  et  alia  diverfa  probacionum  genera  fuerant 
igne  confumpta,  deperdita,  et  alienata,  hoftilitatis  tempore  et  guerrarum, 
emulorum  inimicorumqne  nonnuUorum,  defe£lu  et  carencia  firmiflime 
domus  feu  municionis  inexpugnabilis  ubi  hujufmodi  collocarentur ;  fub- 
junxit  idem  Dominus  Comes  quod  habuit  literas  quondam  fupremi  Do- 
mini nofhi  R^ig  Erici  ilhiftris^  patentes  quas  nobis  oftendit  et  perlegi 
fecit,  precepta  continentes  fubfequencia,  fcilicet  quod  fiquis  noftrum  ha- 
buerit,  vel  qui  habuerint  aliquas  cartas,  evidencia?,  cirographa,  inftrumen- 
ta, monimenta,  codicillas,  adbi  vel  privilegiorum  literas,  ad  progenitorea, 
anteceflbres  vel  ad  fe  fpediantes,  di£himque  fuum  comitatum  concemen- 
tes,  quod  indilate  et  fine  mora  aut  contradidione  feu  obflaculo  quibuf- 
cunque,  eidem  Dominus  Q)miti  deliberaret  vel  deliberarent,  fecundum 
quod  ipfius  Domini  noftri  re^s  evitare  velimus  indignacionem,  Virtute 
quarum  literarum  ficut  eadem  comitis  continebit  propofitio  nos  requifivit 
ut  fi  de  hujufmodi  antedidtis  monumentis,  aliqua  habuiflemus  in  noftris 
fcriniis  apothecariis,  thecis,  ciftis,  archivis,  feu  cartophilaciis,  quod  ip- 
iam  fibi  deliberaremus,  et  in  cafu  quo  non  habuerimus,  fed  fdremus  ab 
aHis  ea  haberi  quod  fibi  intimaremus  et  revalaremus. 

Et  fi  nee  unum  nee  reliquum  fciremus,  tunc  nos  requifivit  earundem 
literarum  autoritate,  quatenus  nos  Deum,  juiticiam  et  equitatem  pre  occu^ 
lis  habentes  in  declaradonem  veritatis  velimus  iagadter  et  ftudiofe  mature 
digeftis  iterim  iterim  ac  tertio  perfcrutari  fcripturas,  cronicas,  autenticas  et 
approbatas  que  faciunt  fidem  illas  perlegere,  diligentur  inijpicere,  fane  con- 
cipere,  et  intelligere,  ac  naturas  infeodacionis  et  ecclefiarum  fundaciones 
perfjpicue  intendere,  quibus  fie  mature  rimatis  et  ad  plenum  difcuifis  veli- 
mus fupremo  Domino  noftro  manifeftare  per  genealogias  ac  cronicas  aur 
-tenticas,  per  quos  et  a  quibus  linealiter  et  gradatim  idem  Williehnus  Co- 
mes proceflit  et  per  quanta  tempora,  legitime,  jufte,  bene  et  inconcuil^ 
^predeceflbres  fui  et  ipfe  gayifi  funt  dido  comitatu  cum  univerfis  et  fingu- 
lis  fuis  infulis,  comm^oditatibus  et  juftis  fuis  pertineaciis,  ne  hujufinodi 
iucceifio  ultra  dehitam  procelaretur  hominum  memorianu    Jiis  omnibus 
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(ic  propofnis,  a\4fatis,  difcuflis,  digfeftis  matui^,  ^  ad  plfehufti  cbn^fcptis  ft 
intelledis,  habitis  prius  diverfis  et  fingulh  hinc  ind6  tra^atiblis,  ad  honio- 
rem  Dei  omnipotentis,  manifeflatfotieih  verJtads  €t  obediencikm  tt  reve-^ 
renciam  fupremi  Domini  rtoiftri  i*egi«^  tanquam  filii  obediencte  pr6ceptarii 
mandatarli  prout  decet  in  his  ^vx  audivtmus  a  fenioribus  noftiis,  deihde 
que  legibus  intellexirtim  et  cxmcepfmns  et  ad  plenum  fano  efiedhi  degcffi- 
mus  per  libros,  fcriptutas,  crohicas  regnorum  utrotumque  Scocie  et  Nor-^ 
wegie  et  pi-ogehitofum  ec*\mdein ;  iic  qtiod  Imgttlaifter  fingufi  et  ttniVtt'- 
tklitdr  UriiV6rii,  tmo  ^thimfo,  una  fidfe,  tmtco  confenTu,  et  aflfenfii,  refponde* 
ihus  fidem  ut  prefeitut  et  teftihionium  tateds  facientis  imlveaflis  Tup^ 
icnptis, 

iQuod  liA!'«ierfa  geilera  muniittentormh,  cartarutn,  erfdendarnm  et  ali-. 
irtim  probacionttm  Species  que  apud  nos  etrantob  teverentiam  fupremi  do- 
toitti  noftri  difito  Domino  Gomiri  defeberavitaufi  tt  exhlbi^imus  ante  die-, 
timi  dbmitatutti  concemenfia.  Sed  vetum  eft  et  ih  veritate  atteRamur  ex 
tfelatioite  fid*  d%norum  anteceflbrum  et  ptogenJtorum  ncftrorum  quod 
'ptindfpalus  tt  precipuus  njanfus  five  mcanerium  DominoiHim  Comitum 
X!h:cftdr6  *£irft  divetfis  teitofeftibtrs  igne  combuftis «  ad  mhSutn  rfedaau^  et 
tundltus  dfeftrudtis  et  pattte  t6tadteptedata,  it  vaJbrtii^  per  emulos  noftros 
et  inimicos  per  quaa  deptediatdones,  conftrttfpdon6s,  tft  ddtrucciones  fir- 
Yniter  crtdtes  tjuod  prindpsftee  evideneie,  tarte  dt  afie  patentes,  diverfe 
1lteiie,fuertint*tt  fuht  alienate  *t  tiditftnhpte  fpfeftihtes  ^t  concerftatftes  aA 
Ixttt^cdTcyfes  ^t^ptog^rtittM^  'B&i  iioftM  CottMs  MtOM  unius  caiW  th 
'([\io  tutiffirtie  iph  tVideftfcite'dttArte  et  ^a  psttrie  jotalia  firmlflBine  ^pdte^ 
Tfsint  coflbcati. 

Aft  t[tiantatti  aA  fetealeta 'ptipglrdli^  et  gfadum  fticcefltbms  H9i6fi  Do^ 
'tnitii  Comitis  tt  fuoYum  ahteceflbtidh,  feu  pi*ogfemttthito  Gomituik  'Grca^. 
■die,  nos  ptenominaJi  fbpferius  ^xprdfetw  ja^ta  nfeftmftv  ingeiAtet,  *fn^. 
turn  et  ttit^teaiifh  t^ei^fcrutari  furrius  et  maliire  kvifati  hlcidHnme  pet 
^iVdifa  Ihigti^tifti  ^ttiBra^  fcripturas  auteriticas  et  approbatas  crOnicas^ 
i^\c6t  "ift  lingilA  I^^ha  *et  N<3Wrfegtca  per  quas  reperimus  irifeodal^ 
ttett^  ^celefianfi*  itt^  geneilcgiais  hoftras  ift  a'fiteoeflbriitti  ncAlro- 

INtth,  c^trlte  *et  *+WwieSs  i^fohttn  'et  noftrofum  rtiJsihJfeftanfibtis  etcfart) 
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ftilo  doqwQ  teftimoaw®  p«Fhibeatibua  ^o  |idom  f^cieQubus ;  in  quil^ufi 
dam  cronkw,  Uhw,  canis  rc  ^lliii  %B^^cis  fcpptijii?  repeiimu?  npqw^ 
diveriwiTO  G&mtam  Qrcadie  t^ippra  in|i9Q4iv5ipj^9i[^  ipfprvwn  ju^t^  mp- 
dum  fit  fopiura  fcqueotem,  (f4  d?  ^©nHR  %fiwis  ^  fiQt^W^  Ppefftfiwh 
bust  grftist  ttOBiimbHs  filiofttfli  gUanjaqsg  teugj ;  d^  wpdft  q%^i»4i^ 
ab  hac  luce,  de  diviAone  feu  unione  hereditatis  ipforuip^  ^e  \T\€x^r^T^%ei^ 
Td  deearementQ  poflefli^w^  Alarum  IffP  ^fc^ti  br^t^^s  c^fa  pjreter- 
mittimua ;  ^  aos  »d  »&ttqu»s  (ihjrQpii^  et;  g^fiOf^^m  aut^ntic^  fit  ^jh 
probatfts  r^f^^mus* 

Repwmus  itaque,  im^imis,  qttod  t^pqrp  Hsp^^yi  Gopiati  prin^  ri^ 
Norwegie,  qui  g^vifw  eft  por  tofijui  ??gwm  fuaqi  Jigc  teprg  fiye  ii:|f]nl3pjm 
patria  Orcftdie  fm  inhabitate  et  cuJt^  d^ftbw?  i^fiippibi^  fcilicet  Peti  ^ 
Pape  qim  due  genera  nacimii^  fuerai>t  d#rvu^  Fij^i^di^,  ^  peoitu^  per 
Norwcgiencos  de  ftiipe  five  de  trib^  ftr^uiflimi  I^incipjs  IJ.©gnaIdi  qiH 
fie  fiint  ipfafi  rucionfis  aggrefld  quQd  po^limts^  if^MVP^  i^acpppm  Pi&4  et 
Pape  non  remanfit  Sed  verum  eft  quod  tunc  non  denominabatur  Qrcaxlif 
fed  terra  Petorum  ficut  elw©  vfflifiefttur,  hodie  adhuc  exonk^,  atteft^e, 
per  nuure  divideBs  Scociam  et  Qtc^^m  qnpd  ufqi^  ^4  l^pdiernup:^  dien^ 
mare  Pedandicum  appdUtiir,  .et  fitstf  pulgbre  jSilyiingjitur  in  iifdem  crpnidf 
Rex  ifte  Harddus  Comatu?  pnifu^y  ^pplk)^  ^  Zetlai^diam  cum  clafie  fii^ 
9t  KX)ofeq^enter  in  Ocadia  ^  i;optul|t  illam  Orcadiam  et  Zetlandiam 
antediiSo  principi  Rognaldo  robuftp  ex  cujma  ftirpe  ut  prefertur  prefitte 
4ue  naciones,  fharant  eyerfe  et  di^bii^e  /icut  cronice  noftre  clare  de* 
flMH^ftraat  a  quo  qmdem  RogoaldP  i^ecefff^nt  linealiter  et  gradating 
omnes  G^mites  Orcadie  et  pofledejuot  tQmp<Hibu$  fiiis  didum  comitatui9 
libere,  fine  quaom^ue  ex^cioni?^  qyocunquie  canone  feu  fenfii,  excepto 
iDbfequio  preftando  regibu$  Nprwe^e  tribud  raqone,  ficut  in  claufula 
fequenti  kcius  patebit  qi^  in  crpijica  de  verbo  in  verbum  continetur. 
Revff^  enu©  ¥fq\ie  jbodie  illoffugi  ppfta:jtatij}  dpminio  fubjacent  excqpto 
tjuod  jure  tribiitario  Nprvyegie  re^gibus  deferviunt,  quiquidem  princq)^ 
jRLogn^us  ftreauiffimps  b^j,i*fi»odi  eomkatum  Ubere  et  jure  dqnavit  cuidam 
Ira&i  fiio  Swaxdo  nomine>  qui  consuls  S^j^ardMS  prppreavit  quendam  filium 
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Gothomum  nomine,  qui  comes  Gothomus  pofledebat  didhim  comitatumi 
per  imum  annum  et  deceflit  fine  herede  legittimo  et  fie  reverfus  eft  di&us-* 
comitatus  dido  principi  Rognaldo,  qui  pure  et  libere  ilhim  contulit  cuidam^ 
fiiio  fiio  Ey  ward  nomine,  qui  poftea  cognominabatur  Turffeid,  quiquidem 
per  longa  tempora  pofledebat  didum  comitatum  et  habundavit  opibus  et- 
plenus  fuit  diviciis, 

Cui  fiicceffit  filius  ejus  Thorwider  Gedclever,  cui  fiicceflSt  filius  ejusr 
Itlanderver,  cui  fiicceffit  filius  ejus  Comes  Swardus  robuftus  ac  corpu- 
lentus,  magnus  et  ftrenuiffimus  bellifer,  adhuc  tamen  non  fiiit  regeneratu& 
facri  baptifinatis  lavacro  neque  alii  Cbmites  prenominatL  In  cujufqui- 
dem  Comitis  Swardi  diebus  fiipervenit  Glaus  Thurgonus  rex  illuftriffimus^ 
de  occidentalium  pardum  guerris,  cujus  induccione  comes  ille  Swardua 
una  cum  gente  Orcadie  devenerunt,  Chriftiani  gentilitatie  relinquente& 
errorem.  Cui  Comiti  Swardo  fiicceffit  filius  ejus  comes  Thurfinus  pro- 
creatus  ex  filia  quondam  excellentiffimi  PrincipisMalcomi  Regis  Scotorum. 
illuftris. 

Quiquidem  rex  contulit  did:o  Thurfina  terras  de  Cathnefs  ef  Suther- 
land fiib  unica  denominatione  comitatus  in  Scocia  et  illis  gavifiis  eft,  unaf 
cum  comitatu  Orcadie  Zedandie  et  pluribus  aliis  dominiis  in  Scocie  regno 
)acentibus  et  vixerat  diu  et  ftrenuiffimus  erat  in  Campis,  poft:  cujufquidem 
Comitis  Thurfini  obitum  fiicceffit  fibi  ejus  filius  Comes  Erlinus  primus,  et 
ifte  Erlinus  primus,  genuit  Comitem  Paulum  et  Erlinum  fecundum,  qui 
Paulus  Comes  genuit  Comitem  Hacoin,  Comes  Erlinus  fecundus  procreavii 
Comitem  Magnum  gloriofiffimum  raartyrem  patronum  Orcadie,  qui  fane* 
tiffime  abiit  ab  hac  luce  virgo  &  martyr. 

Poft  cujufquidem  Magni  martyris  ckceflum,  et  poft  obiturm  Comitii 
Hacoin  fiicceffit  Comes  Rolandus  qui  primo  fiindavit  ecclefiam  Sandl 
Magni  Martyris,  illamque  magnis  pofTefEonibus,  diviciis,  et  reddidbus  do- 
tavit,  prediftus  virque  fapiencia  et  virtute  pollebat  per  plura  bona  pietatis 
c^era  famabatur,  venerabaturque  et  reputabatur  pro  fando  viro* 

Poft  cujufquidem  obitum  fucceffit  ejus  firater  Ericus  comitatui.     Cui 

-foccefTit  Comes  Haraldus,  Cui  fucceffit  Comes  Johannes  filius  ejus,  Cui 
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^hanni  fuccelfit  Comes  Magnus  fecundus  a  quo  Alexander  Scotorum  rex 
cepit  comitatum  de  Sutherland,  Cui  Magno  Comiti  fecundo  fucceffit  Comes 
'Gilbertus  primus,  cui  fucceffit  Comes  Gilbertus  fecundus  ejus  filius,  qui 
gavifus  eft  comitatibus  Orcadie  et  Cathnefs  in  Scocia.. 

Qui  quidem  Gilbertus  Secundus  procreavit  Magnum  tertitim  et  ^an- 
dam  filiam  Matildam  nomine  ifte  Comes  Magnus  filius  Gilbert!  iecundi 
genuit  Comitem  Magnimi  quartum  et  quondam  Joannem  et  ille  Magnus 
comes  quartus  ab  hac  luce  abiit  fine  prole,  cui  fucceffit  Joannes  ejus  frzter 
in  antedi£d5  comitatibus  Orcadie  et  Cathnefs  Joannes  ifte  genuit  quendam 
magnum  Comitenv  quintum.     Cui  Magno  quinto  jure  fucceffionis  linea- 
liter  fucceffit  Domimis  Malifius  comes  de  Stratheme  in  Scocia  tanquam 
heres   Tegittimus  jure    hereditario    ad    utrofque    comitatus^  Orcadie    et 
Cathnefs  ficut  clariffime  manifeftant  monumenta^  evidencie  et  carte  utro- 
i^mque   regnorum   Scocie   et  Norwegie.     Qui  quidem  Comes  Malifius . 
revera  primo  defponiavit  filiam  eomitis  de  Monteith  in  Scocia,  et  ex  eav 
genuit  filiam  Matildam  nomine  poft  cujus  quidem  prime  uxoris  obitimi 
defjponfavit  filiam  quandum  quondam  Hugonis  Comitis  de  RofTe  et  ex  ea 
procreavit  quatuor  filias  et  deceffit  fine  mafculis  ficque  ejus  dominia  terrae 
et  pofleffiones  fuerant  divife  inter  iUas  filiam  vero  andquieiiem  ex  prima 
uxore   procreatam   Matildam   fcilicet'^  duxit    in    uxorem   Welandus   de 
Ard,  qui  ex  ea  procreavit  quendam  filium  Alexandrum    de  Ard^  qui. 
Ale^cander  jure  regni  Scocie  et  confuetudine  hereditaria  fucceffit  Comiti 
Malifio  de  Stratheme  in  principall  manerio  five  manfo  ratione  fue  matris 
comitatus  de  Cathania^   et  poffedebat  jiire  et  appdlacione  Comitis,   et 
eadem  ratione  et  eodem  jure  gavifus- eft  certa  perticata .  five  quantitate 
terrarmn  Orcadie  et  gerebat  fe  pro  balivo  et  capitan^  gentis  Orcadie. 
Noi^vegie  regis  ex  parte  idemque  Alexander  dfe^Ard'  terrtpbre  fuo  veur 
didit  et  alienavit  quondam  recdende  memorie  Domino; Roberto  Stewart- 
primo  ScGtonimregi  didum  comitatum  de  Cathnefs  manfiirfi  five  mane- 
'*ium  principale  et  omnia  alia  jura  fpeiftancia  feu  concemaricia  ad  fe.  ratione 
matris  ejus  tanquam. ad  antiquiorem  fororem  jure  et  confuetudine  regni. 
Scotie  cum  denc«ninacibne  comitatus  five  Comitis  ifte  vero  Alexander  fina^ 
Uter  deceit  fine  herede  de.fuo  corpore  quocunque  legittimo  procreato. 
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Nunc  vero  certamus  ftylum  ad  quatiior  filias  ex  fecunda  uxore  pto 
creatas,  quanun  una  defponfata  erat  cum  Domino  WiUidmo  de  Sandlo 
Qarp  Domino  le  Sinclar.  qui  Dominus  Willidimus  ex  ea  genuit  Dominuni 
Henricum  de  Sando  Qaro  qui  Dominus  Henricus  delponiavit  Jonnetam 
BLam.  Wakeri  de  Haliburton  Domini  de  Dirletoun^  et  ex  ea  procreavit 
Domimim  Henricum  de  Sando  Qaro  fecundum  qui  ultimo  deceflit 
Cknaes  Orcadie  indubitatus  qui  in  uxoran  habuit  vaierabUem  dominam 
E^diam  filiam  filii  antedidi  quondam  Domini  Roberti  ScotcHwn  r^^  il^ 
hj&m  61iamque  quandam  ftrenui^Guoii  dcHnini  Willielmi  de  Doi^las  domim 
de  Nydy£dale,  et  ex  ea  procreavit  pr^entem  dominum  WiUielmum  de 
Sando  Claro  comitem  Orcadie,  Dominum  le  Sindare. 

Quedam  alia  filia  £ecunde  uxoris  defponlata  fuit  cum  quodam  milite 
denominato  Here  Ginfill  de  Swethrick  partibus  oriundo,  qui  vero  miles  in 
Orcadie  partibus  venit  et  jure  ac  ratione  fue  uxoris  gavifus  eft  quadam*  parte 
terrarum  Orcadie  que  quidem  uxor  ab  hac  luce  fme  herede  migravit  l^t- 
timo  ex  fuo  corpore  procreato. 

Tertia  vero  fUia  fecunde  uxoris  fiiit  nupta  cum  quodam  Gothr^d? 
nomine  Gothumo  le  Spere  qui  ex  ea  procreavit  quendam  fiHum  Dominun 
MaUfium  le  Spere  militem  qui  tandem  deceffit  fine  h^ede  l^ttimo  de 
fuo  corpore  genito  fimilit^r  et  quarta  filia  decefllt  fme  herede  ex  fuo 
corpore  legittime  procreato.  Varum  Ifte  Dominus  Henricus  primus  do- 
minus le  Sinclare^  ejus  mater,  Ales^andro  de  Ard  et  donuno  Malifio  Spere 
adhuc  viventibus  ad  dominum  noftrum  fujMremum  regem  Norwe^e  adivir 
Hacoin  nomine  cum  quo  rege  certas  fecH  padiones,  condiciones  et  ap# 
pun£fcuamenta  per  quas  reverfus  eft  ad  Orcadie  partes  ilfifque  gavifus  eft 
ufque  ad  extremum  vite  fue  com^ue  Orcadie  obiit  et  pro  defendcme 
patrie  mihi  cnidditer  ab  inimiciciis  peremptus  eft.  Et  poft  decefliim  iftius 
Henrld  comitis  pruni  in  Orcadie  partibus  fupervenit  di^  Comkis  Heorici 
primi  mata:  filia  Donuni  Malifii  Comitis  prenominati  et  ibi  6ite  nemanjGt 
ufque  poft  obitum  filii  ejus  Henrici  Comuis  pimi  et  fupervixerat  po^ 
obitum  omnium  fororum  fuarum^  filiorum  filiarumque  fuorum  iic  ^od 
ipfius  antedifti  quondam  Comitis  Henrici  primi  mater  fucceflit  omnibus 
fororibus  ejus  eorundemque,  filiis  et  fiHabus  tamyxam  unica  et  ijegitdma  heres 
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comitatus  Orcadie  et  terrarum  de  Cathnefs  fibi  tanquam  uni  forori  debitarum 
parte  duntaxat  et  porcione  exceptis  fororis  fue  antiquiOTis  de  term  de 
Cathnefs  fob  denominacione  et  appellacione  comitatus  fire  comhis  quam 
partim  ut  foperius  diftum  eft  alienavit  et  vendidit  ipfe  quondam  Alexander 
de  Ard  regi  Sccxrie  prenominato,  hujufque  rei  teftes  font  adhuc  viventes 
fide  digni  qui  ipfem  matrem  Henrici  primi  ocuUs  viderunt  laboiiqu^ 
font  locuti  cum  ea  commumcantes  ad  pleniifti,  cui  focceffit  ejud  nepos^ 
Henricus  Secundus  filius  primi  Henrici,  cui  Henrico  S^undo  focceffit 
prefens  et  fopefftes  Dominus  WilKelnras  comes  modemus  Dominus  le 
Sinclar. 

Excellentiflime  princeps  ut  premiflimus  in  prihcipio  ita  fine  proteftamur 
quod  veftra  fereniffima  regia  foblimJtas  ac  ipfius  benigniffima  majeftas 
jufta  ingenii  noftri  modulum  et  fenfoum  capacitatem  nos  linguamque 
naturam  incultam  nebulis  ignorancia  multipliciter  obfofcatam 
Telit  rudes  indofkos  a  rhetorica  fciencia  allenos  infecunda  facundia  ignaros 
habere  excufatos  quamvis  barbarico  more  non  poetice  locutionis,  moda 
grojQTo  loquamur,  quia  infulares  fomus  a  literarum  fciencia  penitus  alieni,. 
imo  quod  condecenti  rhetorice  locucionis  ftilo  five  fcriptura  non  referimub. 
veftre  regie  majeftatis  ea  et  nos  fubmittimus  correAione.. 

Sed  verum  eft  ut  atteftamur  quod  more  noftro  barbarico  omnia  que* 
foperius  veftre  majeftati  fcribimus  vera  funt,  quia  ex  antiquis  libris^ 
fcripturis  autenticis,  cronicis  approbatis  et  relationibus  fide  dignorum 
anteceflbriMtt  noftrorum,  ac  infeodacionibus  noftris  ecclefiarum  noftrarum 
ifta  extruximus  et  compilavimus.  Et  fil  opus  eflet  plura  quam  in  pre- 
fen^i  epiftola  veftsc  celfitudine  lacius  manifeftare  fcifemus  ipfamque  in 
premiffis  informare^  fed  quia  Tonga  folent  fperni,  hsec  pauca  fufEciunt 
pro  prefenti  et  ut  hec  noftra  epiftola  tallter  qualiter  compilata  veftre 
regie  majeftati  ac  dominis  veftri  confiftorii  et  palacil  circa  latera 
veftra  exiftentibus  majorem  fidem  ac  loboriis  firmitatem  faciat  animos. 
▼eftros  ad  plenum  infotmet  ac  inter  archana  peftorum  veftrorum  radicem 
^rhittat  veritatis'  ^rmam  et  cetero^  Qiri^  fiddesiim^hi  mattris  Ecclefie  filios 
fiiftfoat  ad'  Detia  et  facro-iafifta  I>A  evaiigdsi?  per'  nos  corpocaiker  tafla 
jtfrartnis  quod  premiflfe  modo  4^  fop^  «*ata  deportfanns  id  Dei  honwcm) 
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veftreque  celfitudinis,  predeceflbris  mandatum  &  non  alias  nee  precfe  net 
precio,  odio,  amore,  vel  favore  vel  fub  fpe  cujufcunque  muneris  preTentis 
vel  futuri,  fed  pro  veritate  duntaxat  dicenda.  In  quorum  omnium  et 
fingulonim  fidem  et  teftimonium  premiiTorum  iigiUa  Thome  Epifcopi, 
Ganonicorum  et  CapituK  antedidtorum,  totiufque  popuii  et  communitatb 
patrie  noftre  Orcadie  quod  dicitur  figillum  commune  et  mei  Henrici 
Randale  l^iferi  in  noftra  publica  et  general!  feffione  non  fine  magna  ma- 
turitate  et  plena  digeflione  prefentibus  funt  appenia  apud  Kirkwaw  menfit 
Maii  die  quarto  anno  Domini  millefimo  quadringentefimo  tertia 
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DeanGuleV  translation  of  the  foregoing  Deduction  of 
/i&^, Orkney  Counts,  tranfcribcd  from  the  Original  Copy .  bound 
in  with  Dr  BennetV  Book  of  Battles^  a  MS.  originally  belonging 
to  the  Family  of  Roslin,  the  Second  Page  being  fubfcribed  by 
William  Sinclare  of  Roslin,  at  wbofe  deftrc  the  Dean  fays 
this  Tran/lation  was  made.  It  afierwards  fell  into  the  bands  of  Dr 
George  Mackenzie,  wbo^  in  the  beginning  of  the  Third  Volume 
of  his  Uves^  mentions  it  at  large^  gi'^i^g  ^^  ^Ifo  ^^  ExtraSt  from 
the  frji  part  of  the  following  Tranflation.  The  late  Mr  James 
Mackenzie  bad  the  MS.  from  Hildin,  Dr  GeorgeV  Nephew) 
which  be  again  gave  to  the  Lord  Sinclare,  who  promifed  to  lodge 
it  in  the  Advocates  library^  Edinburgh. 

For  whereas  witneflit  that  venerable  and  maift  he  cronc^raphor 
Martin,  penetentiar  and  capalane  of  our  Lord  the  Pape,  amongs  others 
caris  and  folicituds  of  this  flowand  warld,  the  labilite  ami  brevite  of 
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tymes,  manners,  and  of  men,  in  this  vale  of  tairs,  beand  confidered,  it 
apperith  neidfill  to  fet  fiirthe  be  rycht  the  genealogiis  of  progenitors, 
kings,  princifs,  and  of  others  preclare  nobles,  be  the  quhilks  this  warld 
tranfitore  is  rewlit,  kings  regnnis,  and  princes  are  gydit  fpeciale,  quhilliK 
ar  belei\Tit  to  proceed  maift  liklie  be  dedudion  and  knawladge  of  the 
weritie  of  the  fucceffion  of  them  forfaid.  Heirfor,  to  the  illuftrie  and 
maifl  excellent  Lord  our  Prince  Supreme,  King  of  Norwege,  and  to  his 
fucceflbrs,  princefs,  patritiis,  confuls,  and  to  all  hie  parfonis  of  the  faid 
realme,  Thomas,  be  the  graice  of  God  and  of  the  Seitt-apoftolike,  Biihop  of 
Orcadie  and  Zetlandie,  the  Channorrie  of  the  Cathedrale  Kirk  of  the  maift 
glorioufs  martyre  Sein6t  Mawnis,  the  law-leder,  and  others  fteitlie  parfonis, 
nobles,  pepill,  and  commonitie  of  the  famying,  grace,  pace,  and  charity, 
joye  enduring  mercie  fra  the  Fader  Omnipotent  and  fra  Chrift  in  the 
Haly  Sprite  be  with  you  all,  be  quhom  kings  regnis,  and  in  quhois  power 
ar  the  harts  of  kings.  We  prompt  and  reddie,  with  all  fubjeftion,  humiiitie, 
and  obedience,  cometand  and  defyrand  zoure  weilfaire  in  the  entrals  of 
Jefu  Chrift,  with  lufe  onfeniied,  requirand  to  that  zour  kingly  heneis  not 
mak  fupple  in  things  to  be  fchawin  be  oure  fimpiicite,  and  for  that  we 
knaw  furlie  and  be  the  fpace  of  Imng  tyme,  experience  beand  maiftrefe 
effecient  of  fuire  things  has  techit  us  that  thing  quhilk  we  receveit  not  as 
dowtfome  how  that  your  regalie  henes  exercant  his  all  tymes  abundant 
lufe  toward  the  Earlis  of  Orcadie,  for  quhilk  thing  we  bair  fiiire  howp 
and  obtenis  full  beliefe  that  zour  Knglie  majeftie  fell  beniglie  refave,  dili- 
gentlie  onderftand,  and  efFed:uiflie  profequite-  oure  wordis;  alfwa,  that 
your  kinglie  fmceritie,  as  it  feems'  to  confider  vefilis  within  dofour  of 
breifl^  and  diligentlie  to  tak  heid  that  we  wryt  na  mater  of  flattrie  to  zour 
ferenitie,  for  quhy,  as  Peter  Bleferrfs  faiis  in  his  prolage,  we  intend  not  to 
be  fellers  of  ule,  but  forthfhawew  of  die  veritie.  .  » 

Heirfore  we  belief  it  to  be  worthie,  godlie,  and  ineritable  to  mak  juft 
witneflihg  to  the  weritie  j  that  the  weritie  be  Aot  hide  nor  finurit  down, 
that  veritie  eifFeft  throw  laik  of  the  qnlplk  prejudice  ma  be  ganerit  con- 
trair  ane  innocent,  and  quhaire  bayth  ar  giltie,  he  quhilk  hydes  the  waritie^ 
inAA  he  quhilk  tuis  ane  lee ;  for  quhy,  that  parfon  will  not  prefeit,  and 
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thifi  parfiDti  defyris  to  noye,  the  quhilk  bdyth  God  mot  tourne  fra  us  for 
iamekle  we  haue  been  moneft  afot  tyme  be  patent  writings  of  wmquhitt 
Ericus,  zour  prediceffor,  our  King,  of  wirfchipfull  memorie,  as  to  beir 
witnefling  to  the  varitie  in  fewe  things  to  be  knawin  and  ftrhawin,  lik  aa 
fall  be  maid  patent  at  mair  length  in  thir  writings  fdlowing. 

Now^  fra  ym  it  is  that  we  Thomas,  bifchop,  chanons  of  the  chapter,, 
law-'ledder,  and  others  ftaidie  men^  nobillis,  pepill  and  commonde  for^ 
faids,  before  God,  with  faith  and  fidelity,  be  the  quilk  we  ar  aftridit  t& 
zour  Kingly  Mateilie,  faythiullie  atteftiiis,  and  to  perpetuale  memorie 
deduces  and  maks  faitht  to  zou  and  to  all  others,  preient  and  for  to  cum, 
faythfuls  in  Jefii  Chrift,  fonnis  of  the  Haly  Modir  Kirk,  in  form  and 
efiefk  as  fdlows. 

In  our  prefence,  togidder  aflemblit,  compearand  ane  magni^it  and  j^e*- 
potent  Lord  Wilzem  of  SxnCt  Clare,  Erile  of  Orcadie  and  Lord  of  Sin*- 
dare,  in  the  Cathedrall  Kirk  of  S^nt  Mawnb  martyre  in  Orchadie,  has 
|n:oponit  in  this  manner,  the  quhilk  Lord  hes  prefupponit  that  wele  and 
fiDwIie  that  thing  was  knawia  till  ws,  that  lang  tymis  afore  bypaft,  his  an-^ 
seeeflbn  and  progenitors  and  tibiai  Eirlifs  of  Orcadie,  Uiftlie,  lawfullie 
aod'ihforfably,  linialie  and  gre  be  gre^be  jure  htfeditare,  hed  fnccedit  to 
the .  fbr£ud  eirledom  of  Ordhadie,  and  withoute  any  ftrange  genec^e. 
enterand  betwix,  had  be  bng  tyme  bruikit  the  fame  qiuetly,  and  how  that 
dirers  chatters,  eridentSy  inftruments,  compt  buks,  and  others  diverfs 
Idiidst  of  probations,  war  confumit  be  fyre,  tint  and  alienat,  in  the  tyme  <^ 
luiRilke^  and  of  wers  of  uofrtendfufl  inimiis^  throw  laik  aftnl  wanting  of 
ane  fiiir  bowfs  or  manfion  inexpugnabk,  quhare  fiklike  foriatde^  my^^:  bene^ 
fbriie  in  dew  place  kcptt«  [Hetrfbr  the  faki  Lord  and  Erile  i^pponic  that 
is  ^^THS  wd)  kmrmn  till  us  how  oure  fupreme  Lord  Mawms^  maifl  ilkiftre. 
King  of  Norwege,  hed  deredit  tUI  wmqiuhill  our  predeceiTors  his  patent 
icttier^  for  his  progcmtors  Earle  MaEfius,  exhortand  thadie  and  chargand 
them  to  ddtirrer  to  the  faid  Mafiilus  Erile,  all  charters^  eyideniSi  aod  letr 
ten  of  pf  eriled^e  pertinent  to  hyme  concenl^t  tbe  Erildome  of  0« 
diJiiic.]  (tf)  . 
•,-•;        .-  '  .'  The 
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The  /aid  Itord  and  Eriie  alfwa  allegit  that  he  had  letters  patent  of 
ourc  umquhill  fupreme  Lord  illuftrie  King  Ericus,  the  quhilks  he  fchew 
till  ws,  and  caufit  to  be  red  perfeitly  weile,  continand  precepts  onder  fol- 
lowand ;  diat  is  to  fay,  gif  one  of  us,  ane  or  ma,  had  ony  charters,  evi- 
dent, or  letters  of  privdeges  extinent  till  progenitors,  anteceflbrs,  or  till 
hymii^f,  coocernand  his  erildome,  that  without  ddaye,  and  but  tarie  or 
contradidioun  or  obflacle  quhatfumewer,  we  fald  deliwer  the  fameing  to 
the  faid  Lord  Eriie  aftir  as  we  woi>ld  fchaw  the  King's  indignation. 

Be  the  virtue  of  the  quhilks  letters,  as  the  fame  proportion  of 
the  Erile  contained,  he  requirit  ws,  that  gif  we  had  of  ficklike  for- 
faids  kailles  ony  things  in  oure  ichrinis,  cophirs,  thdb, 

kifts,  armoreifs,  or  chartor  wards,  we  fuld  deliver  the  faming  till  hyme  j 
and  be  caifs  we  had  not  the  famii^  hot  fidd  knaw  ficlike  hed  he  others, 
than  that  we  fuld  mak  hyme  knowledge  of  fic  things,  and  not  hald  quiet 
in  fecFete ;  and  gif  we  knew  not  be  ane  or  others  of  the  foriaids,  than 
;  he  requirit  ws,  be  the  authority  of  the  faming  letters,  that  we,  hawand 
God,  juftice  and  equite,  afor  oure  ds,  toward  dedaratioun  of  vaite,  wald 
wyflie,  lludilUe,  riplie,  widi  digeft  myndis,  agayne  and  agayne,  and  thrid* 
lie  fiirthfeik  icxiptours,  autentike  cronicks,  and  apprdiat  quhilk  makes 
fseyth  as  to  perfeidie  rede,  the  iamiiig  diligendie  behold,  haiI£ulHe  conJatve 
and  onderftand,  and  alfwa  oure  infeodadons  and  fundadons  of  kirks  to 
confider  cleirlie  ;  the  quhilks  things  beand  fwa  riplie  fiirthibcht  and  fowlid 
difcuffit,  he  requirit  we  wald  mak  manifeft  till  oure  fupreme  Lord,  be 
genealogiis  and  autentick  croniks,  be  the  quhilks  the  (aid  Lord  Wilzem, 
Erile,  procedit  linialie,  gre  be  gre,  and  hem  lang  tyme  his  prediceflhn 
and  he  had  jofit  the  f^  erildome,  julHie,  well,  and  onfchoritHe,  with  their 
univet&le  and  fmgular  this,  commodities,  afyaments,  and  juft  pecdnents, 
that  the  fam  fucccffion  fuld  not  be  prolongat  [or  the  detfol  memorie  of 
men.  i 

-  TTielr  forfaids  allfwo  prc^nk,  awifit,  difcuffit,  digeftit  riplie,  and 
ftjwlie  confwavit  and  underftand,  yet  when  firift  diverfs  and  fuigall  tradats 
beand  had  fra  ihin  to  thin  to  the  honour  of  God  Onmipotent,  mani&i^ 
latioxm  of  veritie  to  obedience,  and  to  the  reverence  of  oure  fupreme  Lord 
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the  King,  as  fonnis  of  obedience,  we  preceptors  mandators,  as  fit  feim^ 
in  fic  things,  quhilk  we  have  heared  be  oure  elderfs,  than  quhilks  we  have 
red,  onderftand  and  confavit,  and  with  haile  efFed  fowlie  hes  digeftit  be  buks^ 
(criptures,  be  cronicks  of  bayth  the  kingdonus  of  Norwege  and  Scotland,  and 
of  the  progenitors  of  thame,  fwa  for  thi  fingull  fingularlie,  and  univer^ 
univerflie,  with  ane  mynd,  ane  fayth,  ^ne  confent  and  aflent,  we  anfwer 
fayth  as  foirfaid  is,  and  witneffing  of  veritie  makand  till  all  above  written, 
that  all  kinds  of  ftrengtii  of  charters,  of  evidents,  of  hand-writlB,  of  in- 
ftruments  of  codicills,  and  of  aU  others  quhilkfumever  probations  quhilks: 
war  toward  us  for  the  reverence  of  oure  fupreme  Lord  the  King,  we  havfe 
deliverit  and  gifFen  to  the  &id  Lord  Erile  concerning  the  forefiud  erit^ 
dome. 

But  true  it  is  and  in  veritie,  we  bair  witneffing  be  the  relatione  oT 
oure  faythfull  anteceflbrs  and  progenitors,  that  the  prindpall  manfe  ot 
manerie  of  thame  Lords  Erils  of  Orchadie  hes  been  fyndrie  tymis  brint 
and  redu£tit  till  nodit,  and  all  uterfie  diiVrdit,  and  the  hail  countrie  fpul-;^ 
ieit  and  waftit  be  oure  on  friends  and  enemiis ;  throw  the  quhilks  depre* 
dadons,  confiiraptions  and  deftrudlionsi  we  beleive  that  the  prmcipall  evi- 
dence, chartors,  and  others  divetfs  patent  letters,  hes  beenfe  and  ar  alienati 
confumit,  pertenand  or  concemarid  to  the  andceflbrs  and  progenitors  of 
the  faid  Lord  Erile,  and  diat  dux>w  defalt  of  ane  caftell-houfe,  in  the  quhilk 
the  fiiid  evidents,  chartors,  and  others,  towels,  of  the  cuntre,.  my^  been 
ftwerlie  kepit. 

And  as  to  the  lihialie  progrefe  and  fucceflioun  of  greis  of  the  faid  JLord 
Erile,  and  of  his  anteceflbrs  or  progenitors  Erils  of  Orchadie,  we  preno«- 
miriate  above  expreffit,  after  ingine,  knawlege  and  onderftahdiog,,  riplie 
avifit,  and  deirlie  hes  fodit  forth,  be  diverfs  kinds  of  tongues,  fcriptours, 
Jiutentick  and  approbat  cronicks  ia  Latme  and  Norwege  tongue,  be  the 
quhilks  we  have  fond  the  infeodations  of  our  kirks,  or  genealogiis  and  of 
oure  anticcflbrs,  chartors  and  evident  of  ws  and  of  thame  forth&awand, 
and  with  ane  fair  manner  of  ftile  makand  witneffing:  and  fciyth ;  Jn  tfao 
wMlks  croniks,  buks,  chartors,  and  others  autentiks  fcriptors,  we  have  fond 
l.M  die 
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tfie  nmnfe  of  dtverfe  Eriles  of  Orchadie,  the  tymlsof  the .  infeodatxonis  of 
t&ame,  after  the  manner  and  forme  foUowand* 

Bot  of  th^r  ftowt  and  notable  opentfions,  gefts,  namii^  of  thair  fonnis- 
and  douchters,  of  the  manner  of  deing  of  the>divifion  or  union  of  thair* 
heritage,  of  the  enicreafing  or  detriment  ^  of  thair  pofleflions,  becaiife  (d 
fehorting  at  this  time,  welat  pafe,  and  referrs.ws  till  auld  crbniks  and  gfr- 
neologiis  autentik  and  approbat. 

Swa  we  find,  with  the  firft,  diat  in  the  tyme  of-  Harold  ComateJ  firft? 
King  of  Non)«»ege,  quhilk  jofit  the  haill  kingdome,  this  land,  or  cuntte* 
iniular^  of  Orchadie^  was  inhabitat  and  manurit  be  twa  nations^  callit 
Peti  and  Pape,  quhiik  twa  nations,  indeid,  war  all  wterlie  and  clenlie  de- 
ftroyit  be  the  Nbrwegenfs^  of  the  clan^  or  tribe  of  the  maift  ftowt  Prince 
Rognald ;  quhilks  Npnvegenfs  fwa  paffit  on  the  faid  nations  of  Peti  and- 
Pape,  that  the  poftieritie  o(  thanie  after  remained  ^ocht :  But  true  it  is 
that  the  land  was  not  callil  Orchadie,  but  the  Land  of  the  Pets,  as  it  i». 
at  this  time,  ane^  cronik  makand  witneffing,  deirlie  verifiit,  be  ane  fee  di- 
nidand  Scotland  and  Orchadie,  the  quhilk  fee  till  this  day  is  callit  Pedand 
Birthe^  and  as  it  follows  cleirlie  in  the  fam;  ci^oniks.. 
.  This  Kii^  Wardd  Q)mate  firft  arrivit inSchedand^ with  his  navie.  bf ^ 
fchippis,  and  efterwapd  in*  Orchadie,  and  gaif  the  fame  and-  Sohedknd  to. 
die  forfaid  Prince  Rognald  die  Stout,  bequhois  clan,  as  our  croniks  cleir^ 
Ke  fchawis,  the  forfjud  nartions  (as  forfaids)  was  wterlie-  downthrawn  and 
diftroyit ;  fra  the  quhilks  Rogndd  procedit  Hntolie,  gre  be  gre,  all  Erills  of 
ehadiiB,  and.  has^  bmkit  for;  thair  tftnii  the  faid  eiildoitie  fi'elie,  without- 
enie.exadion,  without  challance  or  paiment,  except  homage  to  be^  made 
to  the  Kings  of  Norwege^  be  reflbun  of  tribut,  as  fall  be  fchawin  at  mair 
lengths  in  the-claufs  followand,  quhilk  ia  continit  word  be  word  in:  die 
cronik; 

[Trew  it  is,  that  the  lands  onderliife  the  dbmihibn  of  the  pofterity  of 
thame  till  this  day,  except  that  be  law  of  tribut  thadeferve  to  the  Kings- 
ef  Norwege.}  , 

. .  Ihequhilks  Ptince  Rogriald  thetStxmt  gaif  the  lame-  erildbme  fi-elie 
and  purlie  till  his  brodir  callit  Sward,  quhilk  Earle  Sward  begot  ane  fone 
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eallk  G<4b<»m ;  qohUk  Er^  Gothorm  bnddt  the  eacrldoiDe  for  ane  it&ti 
and  deceilit  butt  lawfull  aire,  and  fwa  the  [$id  eriklome  reterit  a^yoe  to 
the  iakl  Prince  Rogf>ald,  quhUk  purlie  and  fireiie  gaif  the  ianie  to  his 
ibae^  tf>  nwcie  caUit  Enar>  c^iQc  afterward  we$  caUit  be  ibr-&asM  Tisff* 
Einar^  the  qi^bUk  be  lang  tyma  ban^  thefaid  erUdome^  habundand  in  mj^ 
and  rkhea ;  to  the  quhilk  fuccedet  Ikis  fone  Thturwydermus  Qevar,  capi« 
tale  callit  in  wlgar  langage  Thurwyder  Huffik-Clever  j  to  the  wUlk  fuc* 
cedit  his  fone  Erile  Holoadver ;  to  the  quhilk  fucoedit  his  ibne  Erile 
Sward  the  Wicht  and  Corpolent,  ane  grett  and  niaift  ftowt  battdfer,  zic 
when  as  zit  he  was  not  regenerate  be  the  law^  of  halie  bapdfm^  nor  zec 
tha  Erils  forfaid  :  In  the  quhilks  Erile  Sward's  d^is,  be  chanis  there  came 
CMave  of  Thurgon,  King  maift  iUuftre  fra  the  w*rs  of  the  weft  parts,  be 
quhois  induction  the  faid  Eiile^  togiddir  with  the  pepill  of  Orchadie,  ret 
fufand  the  error  of  gentiiitie,  becan^  Chriftkmis;  to  the  quhitk  Erile 
Sward  fuccedit  his  fbne  Erile  Thurfine,  procreate  of  the  dochter  of  luaoH 
quhilt  the  maift  excellent  Prince  Makome,^  iUuftrie  King  of  Scotts; 
the  quhilks  King  gaif  to  the  ^d  Thurfine  the  lands  of  C4athanie  and 
of  Sutherlandie  in  Scotland^  uoder  ane  denominaltoa  of  eriMocnei  and 
he  joiitthe  lands,  togidder  with  the  erildoniie  of  Oitfaadie  and  Schet« 
land,  and  fundrie  other  dotninionis  lyand  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotbnd. 
He  had  lang  life,  and  was  ane  man  of  he  w^lage  in  fields* 

After  the  whilk  Erile  Thnrfines's  decefi,  fuccedit  tiQ  hjrme  his  ibae 
Erile  Erline  the  Firft,  and  this  Erile  Eriine  the  Firft  begat  Er^e  Paule 
and  ErUne  the  Second ;  the  quhi&  Earle  Paule  begat  Erile  Hakone  ;  £r<« 
line  the  fecond  Erile  o£  Orchadie^  procreat  Erik  Mawnis,  nmft  gkiri«* 
ouss  martyre,  patroun  of  Orchadie,  the  quhilk  of  maift  halie  lyle  paific 
fra  this  licht  till  overkftand,  virgine,  aUd  Martyre ;  efter  the  quhilk  laiii 
Mawnis  Martyres  decefs,  and  efter  the  obite  of  Erile  Hacon,  fucceedit 
Erik  RoUand,  quhilk  firft  fundit  the  Kixk  of  SmA  Mawnis  Martyre, 
and  dotat  the  fame  with  great  pofifefSoundy  riches,  and  rents. 

The  forfdd  man  was  wyfe  and  of  gret  virtue,  and,  thraw  many  de^ 
of  pktie,  was^  diwlgat^  and  wirchif^,^  and  honorat  for  ane  halie  man  i 
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E&fT  qfubois  icbke  fuoceadk  Im  hr^dtac  ISskm  to  thfi  mUcmn ;  lojtbr 
wliilk  ruQ06d<lit  £sil  H^ald ;  «0  ibe quhSk  Etil  JcMMie^  hia  fcne (  toijle 
^tihilk  Earle  Joaoe  Aiicocedit  Ef  il  Masmus  die  Sectwd^  fra  tiifee  qubiik  i^ 
kKando:  Kiia^  of  Sootta  tuk  the  ctnMome  of  Sti&^iaadie;  to  tlie  qnhSk 
Eirle  MawzM^tbe  Second  iucc^dk  £ril Gilbert ^e  Ficft ;  to  tbe  qubilk 
ittccaadh  £kie  Gilbect  tbs  SecuAd^  hk  (of^^  quhitt:  jolk  the  ^^tildomb  of 
0£ch«dk  and  -Qa^ftftie  m  Sootlaod  ;  the  <|«ihl&  Gilbert  ih«  Secand  pro* 
create  £ril  Mawnis  the  Thirds  and  aae  dochter,  caUit  to  name  Mz-* 
tilda. 

Thk  £rile  Maw^,  ibmie  of  GiJhert  the  Second,  begKt  £rife  Mavvsns 
the  Ftfd,  aad  SEme  Jbone ;  aad  tkat  firil:  Maivms  the  ferd  ddit  wk]»ottt 
«M  i>ariie  ;  -to  the  qtttulk  fucceedec  Jcmne  his  birodk  in  ihe  forfud  eril* 
d<mies  of  Ofchftdie  Mad  Cathafiie*.  This  Joaone  h^t  a»e  MawniB  the 
|y&  Erik  5  Ho  the  <|uhilk,M^iwtu6  the  Fyft  be  juft  {m:ceiicfli  fineaise  ftK> 
ceedit  Locd  MidUnis,  £ixie  of  S«iratben:>e  {Ssvedi^ii)  ia  SoodMid,  as  iaw- 
£uti  aire  be  law  of  beritt^e,  tiH  bajth  the  coddoeidt  o£  Ochaiiie  and  CIsk 
(bttoies  lyk  ts  the  firendbis,  e¥ident£^  and  diaitevs  of  the  CQofin&kaidQDS 
ihairopOGi  taeid  of  ba^  the  ldQgd0im&  of  Scotland  and  Norvnege  ckkKe 
asks  naoifeft.  The  qnhilk  Erjte  Mittfine  firft  uNporv^jt  tbe  dodbter  of 
the  ^^e  of  Mdbteidi  ia  Seotlandt  aild  l>e^  oq  bir  wa  doditer  <aUit 
Matilda  be  name ;  efter  the  quhilks.  firft  wyivife  deodfe  he  defpowfit  ane 
docbter  of  wflGi^uhiill  Hewe  Brite  of  {lo6^  ^nd  frocsc^t  4>f  hive  fovfer 
docbter^,  and  decefiit  wkboute^  f^fienHchjIdi^  f«tfa  ijbtf  his  kd^ft^pis  of 
landft^  a&d  pofiefiipa^  war  ditidit  Maaags  tbem.. 

Weknd  of  Ajfd  dd^owfit  die  ^eUeft  .dow-chttei:  puoereare  of  hii  firil 
wyle,  ibe  quhUk  dowK:htt(^  was  cailk  Matilda  3  the  quhiik  Wdand  AikI 
^ocr^ytie  of  fak  aae  ibfue,  c^k  Alexander  of  Arde;;  i^  quhilk  AkKf^ 
wider  of  Ard,  be  the  4aw  of  Sc€>tland  and  oonfuifltade  feeia&igible^  fu^- 
ceeditftiU  Ewl  A4Wifiii&  of 'SWtfhfereo,  ia  die>pBnc%)»tt  xnmefi^g^m  mmte 
of  the  eritdome  of  Cathanie,  be  reflbua  of  bi$  'laotbk,  ttnd  bnidw  4he 
iame  be  Jaw  and  apj^eflatioun  of  ane  £rile ;  ;afid  be  the  fanie  ,hw  and 
reflbun  Jbie^hcik  ane  fons  part  or  faantite  ^  the  land^  of  (^clMdi^^  ad 
par^attd  ia»d  ;beIwgaHd|  efijtf-  the  ,Uw  of  Norwege,  to  the  eldeft.fiftiar  be 
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jitfe  of  heritage :  Ahd  theTatBe  AkxWider  cf  Atde  in  his  tyme  fald  and 
^iietAte  till  umqU-  of  wirfchipfuU  memorid  Lord  Robart  Stewart^  firft 
King  of  Scott$5  the  (aid  erildome  of  Cathanie,  the  manfs  ch:  manerie,  and 
all  others  richts  belangand  or  concemand,  till  hyme  be  reflbun  of  his  mo- 
dir,  as  till  eldeft  fitter  by  law  and  confwetude  df  the  kingdome  of  Scot- 
land belangand^  with  denominatioun  of  erildome,  or  of  €rile :  Trewlie 
this  Alexander  finalie  deceffit  without- any  quhilldumever  lawfull  aire  pro* 
create  of  his  bodie. 

Now,  Iruily  we  muft  turn  oure  ftill  to  the  foure  fifters  procreate  of 
the  fecund  wyfe,  or  fpowfs,  of  the  quhilk  ane  was  fpowflit  to  Lord  Wil- 
zem  of  San£t-Qare,  Lord  Sinclaif ;  the  quhilk  Lord  Wilzem  begat  on 
hire  Lord  Hairie  Sandl-Clare ;  quhilk  Lord  Henrie  Sinciare  defpowfit 
Janet  the  dowchtter  of  Walter  Haliburtoun,  Lord  of  Dirletoun,  and '  be- 
gat Lord  Henrie  Sanclair  the  Secund  ;  quhilk  at  the  laft  deceflit  ondouted 
Eirie  of  Orchadie  and  Schetland-;  d^  quhilk  he  deflpowfit  ane  wirchip- 
fiU  ladie  callit  Grelis  Dowglafs,  the  dowchtter  of  the  dowchtter  of  the 
forefaid  Lord  R,obart  Stewart,  illuftrie  King  of  Scofts,  and  the  dowchtter 
wmquhill  of  the  maift  ftowt  Lord  Wilzem  of  Dowglafe,  Lord  dt  Nithit 
dale,  and  of  hire  procreat  be  this  prefent  Lord  Wilzem  of  Sandlclare, 
Erile  of  Orchadie,  Shedand,  Erile  of  Cathnefs,  Lord  Sinciare,  and  Lord 
of  Nithifdale  and  vailey  of  Necht 

•  Than  trwlie  ane  other  dowchtter  of  the  fecund  wyfe  was  defpowffit 
with  ane  knycht  callit  HergifiU,  borne  in  the  parts  g£  Swecie  ;  the  quhilk 
knyt-  cam  in  the  parts  of  Orchadie ;  and  be  law  and  reffoun  of  his  wyfe, 
jofit  ane  part  of  the  lands  of  Orchadie,  the  quhilk  wyfe  deit  without  airs 
lawfull  begotdn  of  hir  bodie.  The  thrid  dowchtter  of  the  fecund  wyffe 
was  mariit  with  ane  callit  to  name  Gothorme  Spere ;  the  quhilk  precreatS 
of  hir  ane  fon  Sr.  Malifius  Spere,  Knyt  ;  the  quhilk  deceflit  withoirt 
lawfull  aire  of  his  bodie  ;  and  fwa  the  ferd  fifter  deceflit  without  lawfiill 
aire  procreate  of  hire  bocHe.  '     ' 

Than  of  trewcht  this  Lord  Henrie,  fift  Lord  Sinclair  (his  modir  A^ 
lexander  Ard,  and  Sir  Malifius  Speir  beand  on  lyfe),  paft  till  oure  fu* 
preme  Lord^  King  of  Norwege  [here  a  word  or  two  are  left  blank; 
which  the  Latin  copy  fupplies  thus,  Uiaedin  nomine]^  with  the  quhilk  king 
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iie  made  certene  refonis,  conditions,  and  appundaments,  be  the  quhilka 
he  retirit  to  the  parts  of  Orchadie,  and  jofit  tham  to  the  latter  tyme  of 
his  lyfe,  and  deit  Erile  of  Orchadie,  iind  for  the  defence  of  the  country 
vras  flain  thare  cruellie  by  his  enemiis ;  and  efter  the  decefs  of  this  Hen* 
lie,  firft  Erile  of  Orchadie,  in  the  parts  of  Orchadie,  cam*  be  chanfs  tha 
modir  of  the  faid  Erile  Henrie  thfe  Firft,  the  dowchtter,  as  is  iaid  of  Lord 
Malifius,  eirle  prenominate,  and  baid  continuaihe  thair  aftir  the  decefs  of 
hir  fone  Henrie,  the  firft  erile,  and  brukit  lyfe  after  the  decefe  of  all  hir 
lifters  fonnis  and  dowchtters,  fwa  that  fche,  modir  of  the  forefaid  Erile 
Henrie  the  Firft,  fucceedit  till  all  her  fifters,  and  till  all  the  fonnis  and 
dowchtters  of  tham,  as  onBe  ane  and  lawfull  aire  of  the  erildome  of  Or* 
chadie,  and  of  the  lands  of  Cathanie,  belangand  tilThire  as  till  ane  anelie 
fifter,  ane  part  and^portion  anlie,  except  of  hire  elder  fifter,  of  the  lands 
x){  Cathanie,  onder  the  denomination  and  appellatioun  of  the  Eiridome  or 
Eirle ;  the  quhilk  part,  as  iaid  is,  Alexander  of  Ard  alienat  and  (aid  to  the 
prenominate  King  of  Scotland,  of  this  thing  thare  beine  faydifbll  witne& 
laS  zit  lewand  on  lyfe,  quhilk  faw  the  Jiiodir  of  Henrie  the  Firft,  and 
fpake  withe  hire  at  length  ;.to  the  quhilk  fucceeded  hir  newo  Henrie  the 
Secund,  fonne  of  Henrie  die  Firft ;  to  the  quhilk  Henrie  the  -Secund 
iucceedit,  zit  prefent  and  on  lyfe,  Lord  Wilzem,  erile  modem,  and  Lord 
iSinclare. 

Maift  excellent  Prince,  as  we  promitted  at  oure  entre,  fwa  now  at  the 
^nd  we  proteft,  that  zour  maift  ferene  kinglie  Henefs  and  maift  bening 
Majeftie  will  hawe  us  efter  the  manner  of  our  ingenie  and  capacity  of 
oure  fenfis  rude  and  onlernit,  but  Icience  rethoricall,  but  plantifiill  elb* 
t]uence  and  oure  tong,  sds  allwiis  obiufcate  inomat,  throw  the  dirknefs 
<^  ignorance  excufit ;  and  tfiat  fwabeit  we  ijpeik  groflie,  why  in  barbar 
manner  (not  as  poets)  to  be  excufit  for  yi  ?  Ve  ar  infulars  dwelland  in 
Iflis  fivirit  al  uterlie  fra  fcience  of  tetters ;  and  for  that  we  have  not  £at 
furth  the  forefaids  with  ane  flemand  ftile,  or  wkh  fcriptours  of  rethoricaU 
eloquence,  ^e  fubmit  ourfelf  ^md  the  daitment  of  the  faid  fbriaids  ioy- 
iulUe  to  the  c6rre<^ion  of  zour  Idnglie  Majeftie.  But  trewt.  it  is  as  we 
mak  witneffing,  that  all  the  forfaids,  quhilk  we  have  written  be  oure  bar- 
''-.    .    V  .  bar 
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biT  maimer  to  zour  Majefiie  are  tnie^  Ibr  fameikk  that  cist  trf*  aid  Mo^ 
Mteatik  itr^ours;,  apprabat  axvaika,  aad  be  reportings  faythfiiU  of  cure 
aki  ftoteoeAbrBy  and  be  ififeodaciioaa  of  our  kirks,  we  haye  oofidrawin  sod 
OMQpilit  the  ikmt^  and  gif  need  had  been  tiU  have  ifaawin  focder^  or 
ioformat  than  in  the  premifies  conteiiiit  in  this  prefent  cpiftill  till  zour  Gd^ 
fittide,  y^  culd  have  dreffit  the  £une  hot  for  why  large  proceft  be  tedisuft 
to  heir,  kt  thir  foriaids  for  this  17016  fx^SaO,  be  fufficieitt.  And  that  thia 
t)ure  epiftiD  ^bis,  and  (Wa  compUtt  to  sour  ktnglie  Majeftie,  ami  to  the 
eoUatemlie  fenk  of  zoiir  ix^nftiborie  or  pakce,  ma  mak  thie  nak  &[yA^  aat 
Ijkkeraefs  of  Arength,  inforrae  zour  m!)mds  fbwlte  and  amangs  sour  &^ 
4Mt  btvetfts  finlhfet  the  four  rote  of  verite,  and  ma  inftrudt  oAers  Oiri- 
^lianis  {ouis  of  the  halie  modir  kirk,  we  i^air  be  God,  and  he  the  haJie 
EvangiHs  of  <jk)d  oorporalfie  tuhedttt  be  wa,  ^bat  we  depone  the  pro- 
miSkB  in  the  manner  abitf  i&awm,  to^  the  honour  of  God,  and  at  die 
ttmnnaitd  of  the  predecefTors  of  zour  Henefs,  and  na  otfaxrwaSs  nodier 
£ar  praior,  nor  for  pnoe,  hatrent,  lof,  or  for  favour,  nor  for  Itomp  <£ 
iqidiaifftimevcr  xemod  pvefeoi  or  to  cum  after,  but  for  the  vedtie  anik 
'lb  be  iiiu4. 

To  tlie  faydit  and  witseffing  of  afl  and  fingulare  thir  fveaiiflk  oore 
Satis,  Ihat  is  iQ  mene  tibe  £bH  of  Bticiiq)  Thomas,  and  of  the  dumoida 
of  the  chaptere  forefaids,  and  of  all  the  pepUl  and  commonite  of  ihe  ooft^ 
4iSe  of  Orohadie,  qtdiiik  is  traHit  the  commune  iaiH^  the  iaiil  of  myn, 
^eaoie  R^odale  htw-atan  tif  Niched  TiiUadi  anyii,  cf  Joane  Ciagy  my 
toiugii,  r£  Rx:hajDd  Fodriagame  Lawnk-men  mya^  v£  Aleiomflbr  Sin- 
.^ffire  myn,  t)f  Joane  Tod  inyn^  of  James  Lafld  myn,  of  jye&tfider 
ftioun  myn,  aod  of  Angm  Man^ftm  rayn,  wkih  certane  ibwfis  of  joAkk 
ifirfthfuU  par&nis  of  ^e  citiitrfiQ,  tfii  thair  :pn9re[itB  ar  to.  Haa^  at  Kiik^ 
wafir  in  OrchacBe,  the  ficft  day  of  ^Su^  monetht  of  Jnnii,  tlie  aer  of  aaure 
£joid  ane  thou£uid  *  himdreclit  and  40  fex. 

Tranflatit  ^nvt,  ^  Latin  kito  'Scotts,  by  me  Seme  ^timnM  Gw/ey 
Bimnk  of  Mewbodttil,  at  ^he  requeft  of  aa:^  iDBOOoraisie  man^  ifSU 
-sxm  Sandairy  barroun  of  Roflin,  Becfadand,'  and  Haiterfcima 
Ah.. Bom.  15^4. 
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From  Sir  James  BalfourV  CATALOGUE  of  the  SCOTTISH 
NOBILITY,  MS.  in  the  Advocates  Library^  E£nburgb.  He  was 
Lord  Lyon  King  at  Arms  in  the  beginning  of  Kikg  Charles 
THE  First'/  Reign. 

ORKNAY. 

L  SiuARD  the  Second^  fatothir  to  RinaM  the  Stout  foniamed,  ves^ 
by  Comatus  King  of  Norway,  created.  Earle  by,  of  Orkney  and  Catnefi, 
iQ  anno  [blank}.  Qohoia  this  EaiU  SinaitL  marriit,  tt  ztt  I  am  not  Teill 
Qifonmed,  bot  he  left  isfheu  a  ^oe  to  fiicceed  hhn  named  Gudired 

SL  Guthred,  fone  and  abe  to  Siuard,  yes,  aftir  16$  fiither's  deadly 
Eartt  of  Orkney  and  Catnds.  He  died  i&heulefs,  never  being  marwlt 
in  anno  [blank],  and  left  Ewar  (the  fone  of  Rinald  the  Stout)  hit  brocfir^ 
^home  he  hed  adopted  to  fucowd  hxttu 

&  Ewar,  the  fone  of  Rinildthe  &oute,  fuaceidit  to  his  uncle  [RinaM],: 
and  Tcs  third  Earle  of  Odcnay^  and  Catnefk  Qtibome  he  maned  as  zet  I 
am  not  fuiriie  informed ;  bot  he  hed  ifheu  a  fbnne  diat  fticoeedit  him^ 
named  Thurwyder-Hufi-clewan 

4.  Thurwyder^Hufi-<dewar  fiicceedii  to  lies  fadier  Ewir^  and  Tea 
fourth  Earll  of  Orkney  and  Catnefe..  Quhome  he  maried  as  zet  I  am  not 
f  eill  informed ;  but  he  hed  ifshew  a  fon  that  fucceeded  him^  named  Hai^ 
kndye* 

5.  Hallandye  fucddit  to  his^  father  EarU  Threwider-*hufM:Ievar,  and  wet 
fifth  Earll  of  Orchadie  and  Catnefs.     Quhome  he  maried  as  zit  I  am  noc 
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veil!  informed  ;  bot  he  left  ifshew  a  fonne  named  Siuard  that  fucceedet 
him. 

6.  Siuard,  fumamed  the  Rich,  in  relped  he  conquered  the  quholl 
lylles,  and  made  hymfelfe  Lord  of  them,  fuccidit  to  hes  father  Hollandye^ 
and  ves  fixth  Earll  of  Orkney,  and  Lord  of  the  Ifles ;  at  the  perfwafion 
of  ane  halie  man,  named  Alans,  he  renuncit  hes  paganiflime,  and  ves  bab- 
tized,  receaving  the  Chriftian  faith.  He  maried  Plantttla,  the  filler  of 
Malcome  the  Third  (fumamed  Keanmore),  King  of  Scotland,  and  hed 
ifsheu  a  fone  named  Thurfone  that  fuccit  hun. 

7.  Turfone  fucddit  to  hqs  fether  Siuard,  and  ves  7th  Earll  of  Ork- 
ney, Catnefs,  and  the  lyllis.  This  Earle  Thurfone  quyt-clamed  all  right 
and  tytill  he  had  to  the  earldome  of  Catnefs,  and  refigned  in  the  King 
hes  unckel's  hands,  for  a  new  infeftment  to  be  given  to  himfelfe,  of  the: 
earlldomis  of  Orkney  and  lylles,  vich  he  tooke  haldin  of  him*  Quhome 
he  maried  as  ikl  am  not  weill  informed ;  bot  he  hed  iisheu  a  fbne  nam- 
Qd  Erlyne  that  fucceedit  him.  He  departed  this  mortal  lyfie  at  Breffay- 
Cafteli  in  Orkney,  in  anno  [blank], 

8.  Erlyne  fuccedit  his  father  Tharfbnc,  andwesSth  Erile.of  Ork-» 
ney  and  the  Iflles^  Quhome  he  maried  as  zit  I  am.  not  certane  ;^  bot  he 
left  2  fones,  betwixt  quhome  he  devidit  the  earledome,  giffing  the  eldeft, 
5aide,  the  eiarldome  of  Orknay,  and  the  fecond,  ErLyne,  the  lyiles  of 
^chetland..  .    . 

9.  Paule  fucceedit  to  his  father  Erlyne,.  and  wes  9th  Earil  of  Ork- 
5Leyl  He  killed  his.  brothir  Erlyne,  and  took  from  him  the.  Ifles  of 
Schetland,  Faray,  and  Fule.  I  have  not  as.  zit  leamit  quhome  he  maried  ;. 
but  lie  hed  ifsheu  a  feme  that  did  fiiccid  him,  named  Hacone; 

10.  Hacone,  fone,  air  to  Earle  Paul,  fticcidit  hes  father,,  and  ves  lOth 
Earll  of  Orkney  and  the  lylles.  This  cruell  tyrant  killed  Mawrius,  or 
Magnus,  the  vii^n  patronefe  of  Orknay,  thereafter  canonized  by  Pape 
lanocent  the  Firft,  in  anno  [blank].  Quhome  this  Earll  maried  as  zit  I 
am  not  certsdn  ;  bot  he  hed  ifshew  twa  fons,  one  named  Rouland^  that? 
did.  fuccid  him  (the  elddl),  and  Erick  the  2d»  that  fuccidit  his .  bro- 
ther. 
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11.  Rouland  fucceedit  to  hes  father  Hacone,  and  ves  the  nth  Earle 
of  Orkney  and  the  lyllis.  He  wes  a  very  devout  and  religeous  man. 
He  bult  the  church  of  St  Magnus  in  Kirkwall ;  and,  never  being  maried^ 
diet  without  ifsheu  about  the  age  of  26  zeirs,  leving  his  brother  Erick  to 
fucceed  him. 

12.  Ericus,  or  Erick,  2d  fone  to  Hacone,  fuccidit  hes  brother  Ron- 
land  (quho  died  without  airs  of  hes  own  body),  and  wes  1 2th  EarH  of  * 
Orkney. 

I  do  not  as  zit  underftand  quhome  he  maried ;  bot  he  hed  ifsheu  a 
fone  named  Herauld,  that  fuccit  him. 

13.  Haurauld  fucceedit  his  father  Erick,  and  ves  13th  Earll  of  Ork— 
nay  and  Catnefs.  He  killed  John,  Bifliop  of  Catnefs,  very  treacheroufly, 
under  colour  of  friendfliip.  This  Earll  Harould,  for  his  oppreffions  and 
villanes,  wes  forfaulted  by  K.  Villiame,  and  fhordie  thereaftir,  in  houpe 
and  prpmife  of  his  loyaltie  and  amendment,  by  the  faid  King  wes  againe 
reftorit; 

Quhome  this  Earll  maried  as  zet  I  am  uncertain  j  bot  he  hed  a  fone 
named  Johne  that  fucceedit  him. 

14.  Jhone  fucceedit  to  hes  father  Harauld,  and  wes  I4di  Earll  of 
Orkney.  [In  a  different  hand,  and  with  different  ink],  ^  and  mariit  Blanc 
Baffe,  daughter  to  King  Villiame,  and  hed  ifsheu  a-  fonej  Magnus  Earll 
of  Orkney,  and  Lord  of  Zetland ;  '*  [immediately  before  what  had  been 
written  in  the  fame  hand  with  the  MS.,  (which,  by  comparifon  with  Sir 
James's  iiandwriting  in  other  books,  I  confider  as  his  own),  this  is  fcored 
out,  viz*  "  I  have  not  as  zit  learnit  quhome  he  mariit,  bot  he  hed  ifsheu  a . 
foun,  Magnus,  that  fuccidit  him.  '*] 

15.  Magnus  fuccidit  to  hes  father,  and  wes   15th  Earll  of  Orkney. 
Quhome  he  did  marie,  as  zit  I  am  not  veil!  informed ;  bot  he  hed  ifshue  - 
a  fone,  named  Gilbert,  that  deyed  before  him,  and  a  daughtter,  maried  l 
to  Malifius  Speir  Earle  of  Stratheme,  named  Matilda. 

This  Magnus  Earle  of  Orkney  is  vitnefs  in  a  tretty  of  pece  betwix  K. . 
Rob..the  Firft  and  Haco  King  of  Norway,  of  the  dait  [what  follows,  viz.. 
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*  At  Bipren,  m  anno  1312,'  tiiough  juft  fnough^  is  yet  with  different 
ink  fcpred  Quti]  He  is  alio  witnefs  in  a  defpofitioa  of  the  Eyllands,  4^iift 
<lafhed  out  [the  JEbudae  he  means],  made  by  the  faid  King  Haco  to  Rob. 
1  ft,  confirming  a  former  defpolitioun  made  by  his  predeceilbr,  then  King 
•of  Norway,  to  Alexander  the  3d  of  that  name,  King  of  Scodand* 

16f  Malifius  Speir,  Earll  of  Stratheme,  in  right  of  hig  vyfe  Matilda,  fole 
air  of  Magnus  Earll  of  OrkAey,  ves  the  1 6th  Earll  of  Orkney.  Qvihomje  tiiis 
Earll  Malifms  maried  I  am  not  certain ;  but  he  hed  ifshue  two  daughters.  Ifii- 
tell,  the  ddeft^  wcs  maried  to  Williame  Earle  of  Rofs,  with  quhome  he  did  get 
the  earldom  of  Catnefsj  Lucia,  the  fecond  daughtter,  wes  roariisd  to  2Ax  ViUi- 
ame  St  Qare.  [What  next  follows  is  fcored  out  with  different  ink,  **  viz.  the 
tUfpoTitioun  wich  this  Earll  nfiade  of  the  earlcdome  of  Catneis  to  his  eldeft 
>d^ug;htt£r  is  of  the  date  in  anno  1344,  vich  difpofitione  wes  ccMifinaed  by 
King  David  the  2d  in  anno  1362.  ']  This  Earll  Malifius  wes  for&ulted 
by  King  David  2d  in  anno  1 35^  for  alienating  the  earldome  of  Stratheme 
to  the  Earle  of  Varren,  ane  Englifhman,  the  King  enemie,  and  all  his 
pofleiTions  annexit  to  the  Crown. 

17.  Sir  Henrie  St  Clare,  the  fone  and  abr  of  Sir  VUliame  St  Cbi^„ 
by  Lucia,  2d  daughtter  to  Malife  Earll  of  Stratheme,  Orkney  and  Cat- 
nefs,  wes,  after  the  forfaultre  of  his  ^andfather  by  King  David  the  2d» 
ci:eated  EarU  of  Orkney  and  Lord  of  Zedand  He  married  Jeaae  Hale- 
burton?,  eldeft  daughtter  to  Vaker  Lord  Dirletoune,  and  hed  ifsheu  a  fone 
named  Heiuie,  that  fucceedit  hinv 

18.  Henry  Sinclare,  fone  and  air  to  Henrie,  ift  Earlt  of  Oflbjiey  of 
that  name,  fucceedit  hes  father.  He  was  created  Duck  of  Oldenburgli  by 
Chriftiemus,  or  Chriftianus,  iftius  nominis  primus  Danorum  Rex.  He 
married  Qeills  Douglafs,  fole  air  df  VilHame  Douglafs  Lord  of  Nidfdale, 
{quho  was  flain  by  the  Lord  Clifford  on  the  bridge  of  Dantsick) ;  by 
Kjuhome  he  hed  ifsheu  a  fone  named  Villiame,  that  fucciit  him.  This 
Karll  was  one  of  the  Knights  of  St  Michael. 

This  E^fle  [in  a  different  hand,  and  with  different  ink]  was  taken  pri- 
ibner  by  the  EngUche,  in  conyoying  King  James  the  Firft  to  Fraoee,  30 
Ivlartis  in  anno  1 404.     Boethius,  Lib.  1 3. 
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19.  Williame  Sfinclare,  fone  and  bji  to  Henrie  Earll  of  Orkney,  fuc- 
cidit  his  father.  This  Earll  ftyls  himfelve,  in  ane  chartour  of  the  lands  of 
Rofline,  ^ven  be  him  to  Oliver  St  Clare  his  fone,  Villielmus  de  San£ta 
Qara  Comes  Orcadiae,  Duck  de  Oldenburghe,  Dominus  Sinclare,  Dyfart, 
Caufland,  Roflyne,  Herbertfhire,  Pfiitlaiid,  Nhlfdale^  and  Noviburgi,  li- 
mitum  orientaiium  et  occidentalium  prefedtus,  Baro  de  Ecford  et  Caver- 
tone,  Magnus  Scotiae  Admirallus  et  Camerarius,  et  aurii  velleris  eques. 
He  maried  Margaret  Douglafs,  eldeft  dauchtter  to  Archibald,  fnmamed 
Tyneman,  Earll  of  Douglafs,  and  Duck  of  Turyne  in  France,  and  hed 
Hsheu  a  Ibtie,  AttAed  WiiTuaiie  tbe  Waddr^  ^t  fo&ried  EliiaSech  Ledie, 
draghter  to  Geotgo  EsU  of  Rotbefe,  &  hi^  khen  a  ibtie  fUUd«d  Henrie, 
that  ift  Lord  St  Clare  of  Ravenlbuigh.  Villiame  the  Wafter  djred  before 
his  father,  and  was  interred  at  Dumferling.  This  Earl  Villiame^  after  the 
death  of  £tt£ibech,  his  ift  vyfe,  maried,  2dlie,  Marjorie  Suthetiatid,  and 
bed  ifiheu  twd  fons.  Oliver  the  eldeft  ves  Laird  of  Roflyne ;  and  Vil-* 
fiame  the  2d  fone  is  by  King  James  the  Thuxl  created  Earll  6f  Caineid. 

Tins  Earll  Villiam  was  fbr&ulted  by  King  James  the  Hhhrd  in  anno 
{blade],  the  earldome  of  OiiCney  and  lordfchipe  of  2edand  being  an— 
nesdit  to  the  CrOWfte* 
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EARLS    OF   THE   ORKNEYS. 


Ithe  Firft  Number  on  the  Right  Hand  is  the  Page  ^Torfjeus,  and  the 
Second  that  of  the  Orkkeyinga  Saga,  in  which  the  Hiftory  of  each 
^     may  be  found. 


] 


■  From  Torfaeos  and  the 
Orkneyisgra  Saga. 

Ab.  920.  Roguwald. 
920.  Sigurd  L 

Guttorm. 

Hallad. 

Einar  Tor£ 
936.  Arukell. 

Erlend. 
940.  Thorfin  Haufaklinfur 
970.  Amfin. 

Havard. 

Liot 

Skull. 
980.  Laudver. 
996.  Sigurd  II. 
1014.  Sumarlid. 

Einar. 

Brufi. 


From  the  Diploma  in 
Wallace's  Orkoeya. 


Roguald. 
Sivard. 
Gothum. 
Egvard  Turffeid. 


Sons  of  Thorfin. 


Slain  1014. 


Sons  of  Sigurd. 


7.  3. 

12.  a 

12.  3. 

17.  - 

la  3. 

22.  3. 

22.  3. 

Thurwider  Geddevar.  24.  3. 

24.  5. 

24.  5. 

24.  5. 

24.  5. 

24.  5. 

27.  5. 

45.  5. 

45.  5. 

45w  5. 
Thorfin 


HIanderver. 
Sivard. 
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From  Torfieuft  and  the 

From  the  Diplohuu  ia 

Orkneyinga  Saga. 

Wallacc'i  Orkneys. 

Thorfin  made  Earl, 

Thurfin,  fon 

of  Sigurd  51.       5; 

about  1028. 

11.  by  a  daughter 

of 

Malcolm 

King 

of 

Scotland 

Roguvald. 

55,    45. 

Ab.l064.  Paul. 
Erlend. 

Erlin, 
Paul. 

67.    91. 

67.    91. 

1099.  Erling. 

Erlin  II. 

—  116. 

1103.  Hacon.        7 
Magnus  I.    3 

Hacoin. 

. 

90.  141. 

Magnus  I. 

86.  13^ 

(Sandus.) 

Slain  by  Hacon,  1110. 

1115.  Harold  I.     7 
Paul.            3 

91.  141. 

91.  141. 

Koli,  or  Roguvald, 

Roland. 

98.  169. 

1130-1159. 

Erlend  to  1158. 

Eric 

129.  337. 

Harald  II.  fon  of  Ma- 

Harild.  * 

113.  231. 

dad  Earl  of  Athole, 

1150-1198. 

• 

Harald  HL   Ungi    7 
1190-1191.       J 

■ «    ' 

145.  407. 

1.198.  David  to  1215.        7 
Jon  to  1231.           J  : 

Jphn. 

154.  419. 

.      '      \^                                                   '                      •         V 

t,       '■-'... 

>           Ab. 

♦  Here  IS  a  dcficienqy  in  the  Diploma^  evidently  owing  to  the  compiler  miflaking  Harald  I. 
and  II.  for  the  fame  petfon  ;  a  commoit  caufe  of  error  in  old  chronicles-  The  Orkneyinga 
Saga  being  written  fo  near  the  time,  is  full  and  correiSL  conqeraing  diefe  omitted  Earls.  It 
ends  with  John :  and  the  account  of  Torfaeus,  afterwardBj  is  very  lame  j  fo  that  theD.ipkma 
deferves  much  credit.  To  Magnus  V.  -he;  adds  s^n  ArgifeJ,  1^343*  who  witneffes  a  qharter 
that  year ;  but  had  furely  only  the  title;  and  an  Enngift,  Tj 5 7V apparently  the  fafne 'pet- 
fon.    See  Orcades,  p.  173.    Mr  Pinkerton's  Introduftion  to  the  Hiftory  of  Scotland. 
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From  TorAttt  wad  tfie 

Ftom  the  Diploma  Id 

Orkoeyioga  Sagi* 

WoUace's  Orkneys. 

Ab.  1231.  Magnus  XL 

From  whom  Alex,  took  Sutherland 

163. 

1239.  Gibbon. 

Gilbert  L 

165. 

1256. 

Gilbert  IL 

1267.  Magnus  in. 

Magnus  IIL 

172. 

1274.  Magnus  IV. 

Magnus  IV. 

172. 

1284.  Jon. 

John. 

172. 

1305.  Magniw  V, 

Magnus  V. 
Malis  Comes  de 

• 

Stratheme. 

APPENDIX,    No.  V. 

TABLE  of  the  Ancient  CotJ WTS  of  Okkney,  according  4o  the  Geneak^ 
gical  Series  above  fated^  a^o  of  the  Une  of  tbefe  CotrNT5  down  to  this 
day.  AfucceJJionJo  long  continued^  and  Jo  weU  voucbedy  that  no  Fami-- 
ly  in  any  Nation  can  boqfi  of  the  Uke ;  Having  for  its  foundation  thefi 
concurring  authorities  y  Jirjly  thoje  followed  by  the  Uttk  Parliament  of 
this  Country y  in  their  Genealogical  Series  before  mentioned  ]  fecondly^ 
thofe  followed  in  the  Orcades  o^ToRFJtus,  and  Orkneyinga  Saga;  and 
laflyy  the  authority  of  that  great  Antiquary^  Sir  James  Balfour, 
King  at  Arms^  in  his  Catalogue  of  the  Scots  Nobility. 

I.  Prince  Rognald  the  Stout^  father  of  Rollo  Duke  of  Normaady^ 

a.  Sigiffdw,  or  Swardoe^  hrod>er  of  Rogrndd 

S.  Gothormus,  fon  of  Swardus. 

4.  Einar,  brother  of  RolTo  D.  of  Normandy.  . 
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^»  Thurvider,  fon  of  Elaar. 

6.  Laudver,  fon  of  Thurvider. 

7«  Sigurdua  11.^  furnamed  the  Grofs,  fon  of  Laudvet 

a.  Thurfin,  fon  of  Sigiurdus. 

9.  Erlin,  fon  of  Thurfin. 

Paul  and  Erlin  II.,  fons  of  Erlin  I. 

Haco,  fon  of  Paul,  and  Magnus  L,  afterwards  St 

Magnus,  fon  of  Erlin  II. 

Rognald  II.,  or  St  Rognald,  nephew  of  St  Magnus 

Eric,  brother  of  St  Rognald. 

Harald,  Earl  of  Athole,  grandfon  of  PavL 

John,  fon  c£  HassJd. 

Magnus  II.,  heir  at  law  to  John. 

Gilbert  L,  heir  at  law  to  Magnus  II. 

Gilbert  IL,  fon  of  Gilbert  L 

Magnus  IIL»  fon  of  Gilbert  IL 

Magnus  IV.,  fone  of  Magnus  HL 

John  IL,  brother  of  Magnus  IV* 

Magnus  V.,  fon  of  Jcbn.. 

Malifius  Earl  of  Stra&eme^  giandfon  of  Gilbert  IL 

William  Lord  Sinclare^  fon-iii4aw  of  Malifius. 

Henrey  L,  fon  of  Willianu 

Henry  II.  (fon  of  Henry  I.)  died  -  w  1420l 

William  II.  (fon  of  Heiuy  II,)  under  v4iom  thefe  Iflands  firft 
^    paffed  to  the  Scots.  -  -  1479* 

The  line  of  thefe  ancient  counts  continued^ 

William  III.  Lord  Sinclair,  conunonly  William  the  Wafter,  firft 

fonofWiUiamU.  •  -  148Y* 

Henry  III.  L.  Sinclare,  fon  of  W.  the  Wafter.  •  1513. 

William  IV.  L.  Sinclair,  fon  of  Henry  IIL  •  157a 

Lord  Henry  IV.,  fon  of  William  IV.  -  1603. 

James,  Mafter  of  SinclaliT,  fon  of  Henry  IV.  ^  1593. 

Patrick  Lord  Sinclair^  fon  of  James..  ^  1619L 

John 
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John  Lord  Sinclair,  fon  of  Patrick.  -  -  1667* 

John  n.  of  Kerminfton,  fon-in-law  of  John  I. 

Henry  V.  Lord  Sinclair,  fon  of  John  IL  -  -         17251 

John  in.  the  prefent  Lord  Sinclair,  fon  of  Henry  the  5th. — ^The  late 
Mr  James  Mackenzie's  MS.  notes  on  Wallace,  penes  me^ 
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EXEMPLUM  CONTRACTUS  MATRIMONIALIS  inter  Seren'f 
ftmum  Scotia  Regem  Jacobum  Tertium  et  Serenijimam  Principem 
Margaretham  Potentijfmi  Princtpis  CHRrsTiANi  Primi  Dania 
Norvegia  et  Svecia  Regis  Filiam.     E  Torf^i  Hift.  extraStum. 

Christiernus  Dei  gratia  Dacise,  Suecise,  Norwegian  Slavorum  Go- 
thorumque  Rex,  Dux  Slefviceiifis,  et  Comes  Holfatife,  Stormarias,  Ol- 
denburgh,  Delmenhurft,  univerfis  Chrifti  fideKbus  praefentes  literas  in- 
fgeduris,  Salutem,  ac  votivae  profperitatis  augmentum.  Notum  fieri  vo- 
lumus  per  praefentes,  quod  reverendi  in  Chrifto  Patres  et  Domini,  Domi- 
ni Andreas  et  Wilhelmus  Glafguen.  et  Orcaden.  Ecclefiarum  Epifcopi, 
Nobires  ac  Magnifici  Domini,  Andreas  Dominus  a  Vandale  Regni  Scotiae^ 
Cancellarius,  Thomas  Comes  de  Arane,  Magiftri  Martinus  Wan,  Mag- 
nus Eleemofinarius  et  Regis  Scotiae  Confeffor.  Gilbertus  de  Rerich  Ar- 
chidiaconus  Glafguen.  David  Crechton  de  Cranfton,  et  Johannes  Schau 

de  Haly. 

Inclyti  Oratores,  Nuncii  et  Ambaxiatores  ExcellentijQTimi  Principis  Jaco- 

bi  Dei  gratia  Scotorum  Regis  lUuftriflimi,  fratris  confederati  et  Confan- 

gvinei   noftri   Chariffimi,  fe  cum  literis  credentiarum  Regalibus,  nobis 

.apu4  oppidum  noftrum  Hafhen.  RofchiHen.  '  Dioce,  nuper  praefentarunt, 

in 
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m:  yiin  credential  earuiKlem;  orefiBnus  exponeotes.  Qu6d 'Seretiiffiimis 
Scotonun  Reic  praefatus,  grayiflima  praeliorum  difcrimtno,  Iskominum- ftra* 
ges,  jet  exkia,.  rabie  guerraram  feviffiina,  inta:  NorVegiae  et  Scotix  R^ed 
ac  regna  olim  conimifla  penitus  extkiguere^  ac  regmim  praefatorum  hsere- 
dum^  fiicceflbtum,  et  utriufquerregni  proceriim  animoai  in  perpetuae  paci^i 
eonfoederationis  et  amidtiae  unione  aste^tiaUter  copulare  peroptavit,  prout 
et  nos  etiam  ferventi  animo  afie^bumis.  Id  tamei^  aptius  fieri  nt)n  pro-- 
fpexit  quam  ut  nova,fc^leSy  ex  utriufque  principis  fangiiiae  matrimoni-* 
aliter  fufcitata  contrahatur. 

Videtrtefque  praeYati  oratores  apud  nos  mclytiffimam  virginem  Margare- 
diam,  filiam  noftram  umgenitam  et  legitimam  astate  nubilem,  prasclara»]ue 
i|)ecioritati8  forma  decoratam,  pra^ato  Excellentiflimo  Piincipi  JaCobo  Sco- 
tonint  Regt  Sereniifimo  apcam,  habilem,  et,.  ut  afieruerunt^congruentem^ 
eamque  in  fittiiram  conjugem  et  indytiflimam  eorum  prindpis  confoxtem 
petienmt  ic  nos  opero£e  foUdtudiois  fludio  defuper  iblidtarunt 

Nos  vero  ac  dilefti  Confoles  noftri:  en  una  cum  pratfatis  oratoHbttf 
fiiper  hac  re  partibus,  ex  altera  tra^tus  varios,  communicationes  ac  pras-^* 
lociutioaeB  plurlmas  Itabentes^  tandem  gratis  animis  modo  formaque  feqven- 
tihua,  cQOiiordjriuii  extitit  et  concluiam*  £t  primo  didi  Oratores  Nuncii 
et  Artibaxiafores  ExceilentiflMni  Prindpis  Jacd)i  Scotorum  Regis  meJino- 
rati,  vifion^m  ac  inipe£tionem  incIytiiBmas  virginis  Margarethas  filiae  nof^ 
trae.  unigenitae  habentes,  eamque  nomine,  vice  et  ex  parte  praefati  Prind- 
pis in  futuram  conjugem  et  reginam  effedluofe  ut  praefertur-  adoptantes^ 
^orum  nos  votis  defideriifque  gratantfer  annuentes  didam  Margarctham 
filiam  noftram- ac  unigenitam  praefato  Principi  Jaeobo  Scotonmx  Regi  Se- 
reniiBmo  in  futuram  conjugem  conceffimus  donavimus  ac  tradidinmsi 
Quam  praefiui  Oratores  Zelanti  animo  virtute  commiffionis  ab  eorum  Prin^ 
dpe  Jaeobo  Scotonim  Rege  ipfis  in  hac  parte  fpeeialiter  commiflae  accep-. 
tarunt  benigne,  cujus  ccMhmiffionis  tenor  fequitur  in  haec  verba. . 

Jacobus  Dd  gratia  Rex  Scotorum,  univerfis  et  fingulis,  ad  quorum 
notid^  praefentes  literae  pervenerint,  falutenu     Cum  Deus  aetemus,  qui . 
maclunam  mutndi  creavit,  omniaque  ac  cunda  ipfius  ambitu  contenta,  po^ 
tenter  regit  et  gubemat,  in  mundi  nafcentis  exordio  fuae  oftendens  Divi^  - 
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mt  Majeftatis  clefiventiaift,  matrifncmif  ^cnrnttentmi  kitnr  mifkos  prkmrn 
progc^kores  ad  bumani  generis  prc^agadonem  at  pdpetu^m  ipftus  cfoii^ 
bOftatem^  i>t  nova  £bbole  mortuam  renovaret,  ittftituk,  per  quod  etfam 
.^mum  matrimonii  facramentom  diTina  peragente  gratia  regnant  Reges^  fe- 
lici  Aicceffioni,  et  inclyta  principes  rirtute  dominantiin  £x  quo  etbm 
matrimonio  et  eju$  foedere  facro,  hoftilitatM  «t  mimidtEidft,  ac  alia  enonma 
t}uam  plurlma  unitatig  el  animorum  con)un<f!tione  peBuDtur^  amoTi  dileo 
tic,  et  amicitia,  pax  tranquiQitas  et  caritas  nuUcancbr,  multatqoe  et  inmi- 
merabiles  aliae  felicitates  et  bona  fequuntur. 

-  No&^itnrprsehabica  deliberacione  inatura  nofbi  confifii  magm^  ho- 
oinQm  more,  conjugal  vificoto  viveri^  volentes  coofifi  de  prodentia,  cir-^ 
<timrpe£dk)ne,.  fide,  et  legalitate  Rever^idoruin  in  Chrifto  Patmm  Andr^eai 
^  WShdtni  Gh£gMn.  et  Orchaden.  E^iieoporum^  Nobiiium,  Domifio^ 
ram,  Andrese,  ]>omlni  a  Vandale,  Cancdlom  no(fai,  Tbdittat,  Comitii 
^e  Aran,  CbnTMfiguinecmim  et  Cotilukim  noftt^oimm  ;  nee  nondifcreCM^ 
Oericcrum^  Magidrcmun,  Martini  Wan,  Magni  Efeiao&uffii  er  Confef- 
forwjnoftri. 

Gtlbefti  de  Rerich,  Archidiaconi  Gla%udn;  lh?Ai  Credbuui  de  Cnm* 
Am,  tt  Joh^nis  Sckau  de  Haly  nollrdrfim'  iinliigewraift,  >ipfi)t  noftrof 
Aaibisdacnr^  CtfmmiflariM  et  Ot^oret  ^leaaks  iacmus^  ctmftittoiittUB^ 
^  ordkamus,  per  prs^eniee,  dsames  et  eoncedemes  ^Idem  ec  eorem,  &p^ 
tern,  fexi,  quinque,  qisaitdor  et  tnbm  eorundem,  dummodo  dkhia  Rer^ 
rendsfe  Fi^r  EpHcopus*  Gtafguen.  Andreas  dbihinus  a  Vandi^  C^ancelia* 
ihsrno^,  et  Thomas  Comes  de  Ansm,  aur  eonim  duo  de  trSras  cociAanti 
3aoih9m  plenam  poteftatem  et  mandatum  fpeciate,  knperiiUDy  regaz^  Fiao- 
dse,  Angtide,  HHpam^,  Dacbe,  Docdtus  et  Donuiua  Burgundix,  l^itanniar, 
Sabandise  et  adjacen^es  ^as  provincias,  nbi  opportimum  eis  viksm  fvusnt 
viiiiafidi,  perluftrandi^  e^  peragrandS,  s^<fde  imperio,  regnis  et  docatSwa 
fupradii^is  et  adjacentibiis  prbyinciie  kborandl  et  i^nqtArendi,  ubi  it<d)i»  po£> 
fet  de  fbtufu  ccnjxige,  perfena  nobili,  de  di^is  domibus  nobia  apca  et  con- 
graa^  provider!  et  avifari  cum  eadem  et  fuis  indytiiimis  parentibua  meu 
<dis^  qiubtts  validiue  fieri  potent  fuper  matrimonio  kiter  noe  et  eandem  cott-^ 
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cHnque  cece^'e^Hiones  6t  pa<f^(me$  dgendi,  gevendi,  parifcendi,  dotem  pro 
ip&  <xmj^g&  'fioftra  conftkueAdi,  poftniandi,  «t  cioftro  nomine  conftkudo^ 
nera  rec'^nei^^  aoo^^laodi,  ac  dotalktum,  feu  propter  nupdas  donatio-^ 
nem,  ^t  noftpse  f&te^M&m^  conforti  Cive  oonjugi^  conTenit,  conflitueiidi, 
affignavMS,  ^t  poH^mktandi^  ipfofq^ie  oootradus  et  convendbnes  quibufovm*^ 
que  Ikitis  lecurkal^ui,  n^  ^xMtrav^etitioisis  deftur  ooanBo,  Fsdlaindi,  firmaadi. 
et  roborandi,  ac  rtiam  ftiper  peipeftms  amicitiarum  et  auxiUoruiii  Tinculis^ 
fcederibu^  et^eonlfeedera^eni^ud  inter  noe^  haenedei^  ^et  fucceflpres  neftros^ 
ex  una,  et  illuftriffimam  domum  illam,  ex  qua  nc^am  fer^i^mam 
cottfcMtem  five  conjiigein  eJi^  contigwit,  haaredes  et  focceflbres  domus 
ejufdem  partibus  ex  altera  pacifcendi,  tra£tandi,  appuoduandi,  concordan- 
di^^  conkdendi,  paSa,  tradatus^  ^^undbftameiaa,  coiKocdantiae  et  con^ 
ctefiones  femandi  et  TObcraii^ 

-  Et^nterafiter  omnia  a&a  et  fing«fel  feciteodi,  g<^era]idi,  comrntmirandi^ 
traftanfi,  eonctedttidl,  et  AAiliendi,  <pi^  m  prwrniffiB  nec^aiia,  feu  etiam^ 
opportuna^iiaennt,  etiam  'fi  mandaitain  exigaftur  magis  ^eciale,  quam  pra- 
feirtHytrt^  Steria  eft  expfeffuih>         ^    - 

"    f¥^mit»nte8  pparterea  pro  woKs,  h^redfbus  et  Ibceefleribro  ncrfhis  in 
-^erho  regie,  nos  Tatmn,  gratum,  firmum,  vaBdum  et  flfabfle  pro  perpetuo* 
habitnros,  totum  et  qmequid  per  diftos  nc^os  ambaxiatores,  oratores,  et 
commiflarios  feptem,  fex,  quinque,  quatuor,  aut  tres  eorundem,  dunnnodo^ 
di6ru8  reverendus  Pater  Epifcopua  GHafguen.  Andreas^Dominue  a  Wsoidale 
CanceBarius  nofter,  et  Thomas  Comes  de  Aran,  aut  eoram  duo  de  dibus 
exiftant,  aSum,  feOum,  eommunicatum,  tradkum;  conventum,  padiom, 
oonclxifumque  £uei?t,  feu  quomodoKbet  geftum  aut  ftabilitum  in  praemiflis,  > 
aut  aliquo  praemiflbrum.     Datum  fub  noftro  magno  %illo  &p\^  caftrum- 
noftrum  de  Ed?nbiffg%,  Tieefimo  ^jftavo  die  tnenfis  Iidii,  anno  Domini 
millefimo  qaadringentefimo  fexag^kno  o6tayo,  et  legni  noftri  od:avOrf 

Succeffiye  Tero  Shiflres,  nobilefque  Domini  Andreas  Dominus  a  Wan^- 
dde,  regm  Scoriae  Canceflarius  et  Thomas  Gome3  de  Aran,  procuratores^ 
memorati  Sereniffimi  Principis  Jacobi  Scotorxun  Regis  IHuftriflimi  ad  h»:- 

3  H  2.  fpecialiter 
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^^edalitG:  per  eundem  conAitud,  ipod&Ka,  primo  pa:  verba  de£itura  ^1$:% 
nomine  et  ex  paste  prscfad  Piincijpis  Jacob!  Scotomm  R^g^  Illuflrifiiaii^ 
cum  Margaretha  filia  noffau  inclytiiEma,  juxta  ritum  et  ecdefias  confue- 
tudinem  contraxerunt  Delnde  vero  fpecialis  procuratorii  yirtute  di^^uu 
Margaretham,  (per  verba  de  prefenti,  juxta  Patnim  fapdJones,  matri- 
mooiaiiter  copularunt,  in  animamque  pra^Mi  PriacipU  coaftituentes,  (b- 
lemniterque  jurantes  qiiod  prsefatus  Sa:eniilimu$  Prihc^  Ja£(4>ua  Sco« 
torum  Rex  impedimentum  feu  impedimenta  nunquam  praeftitit  quo  minus 
i^nialia  et  matrimonium,  cum  pra^ata  nofbra  unigtoita  contra^  debi-* 
t^m  u(m  ibrtiatur  effe^um,  ciijus  prgetadae  fpecialis  commiifionis  tenor 
fequitur  in  hunc  modum. 

Jacobus  Dei  gratia  Rex  Scotorum,  univerfis  et  fingulis,  ad  quorum  no- 
•titias  prefentes  literae  pervenerint 

.  Saiutem,  «Sciatis  aos  ex  noftra  mera.  et  fpontanea  voluntate  fecifle,  con^ 
ilituifle  et  ordinaffe,  ac  per  prsefentes  facere,  ODoftitu^Ee  et  ordinare  illuftres 
et  nobiks  nolhi  magni  confilii,  Dominos,  Andream,  Domiaum  a  Wandale 
Cancellarium  noftrum^^t  Thomam  Gomitem  de  Aran,  cqnianguineos  not- 
tros  dile^os,  et  eorum  quemlibet,  in  feodum,  noftros  veros  l^timos  et 
indubitatos  ac  irrevocabiles  procuratores^  adores^  £ftdore8,  et  n^ociorum 
nofbrorum  gdlores  et  nuncios  ad  hoc  generales  et  ^pedales^  ita  quod  gener- 
alitas  fpecialitate  non  deroget,  nee  e  contra,  et  quod  non  fit  melior  conditio 
occupantis  nee  deterior  fubfequentis^  quoad  infra  fcripta  fpecialiter  et  eorum 
laerita. 

Diantcs  ^  concedentes  diftis  noftris  procuratoribus  ad  hoc  fpecialiter 
Gonftituds  et  ^orurn  cuilibet  in  folidum,  noffaram  plenariam  poteflatem^  et 
inandatum  fpeciale  ad  vifitandum  excellentiffimum  et  potentiflimum  prin- 
cipem  Chrifliemum  Dei  gratia  Dacise^  Sveciae,  Norwegian,  Slavorum, 
GothOrui^que^  Regan,  &c, 

Cqnfanguineum  noftrum  chariffimum,  et  ad  contrahendtmi  nomme^ 
noftro  fponlalia  per  verba  de  futuro,  et  matrimonium  per  verba  de  prasfenti 
cum  iliuftri  et  potend  Domina,  Domina  Margaretha  filia  unica  didli  Ilkdt 
trifCmi  Principis  in  aetate  habili  et  viro  matwa,  ad  matnmonium  contnt-. 
hpndun^  conflituta^  ; 
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Xlm  matrlmonio  per  eofdem  aut  eoruoi  alterum  noftro  nonuneviac 
fraemittitur,  contrado  firmiter  ftabimus  et  non  contra  veniemus,  duraate 
vita  noftra,  et  didtae  futurae  conjugis  noftrae,  ac  etiam  in  animam  noftram 
jnrandi  et  firmiter  promittendi,  quod  priori  tempore  nihil  egimu%  feciwos; 
aut  diximiis,  quod  futurum  matrimonium  inter  no$,  quovis  pado,  de jmii 
aut  de  hiko  poterit  impedire  aut  contmdum  de  jure  dlfiblvere,  ,niec  >io 
futurum  faciemuS)  donee  nobis  de  eorum  fa£tis  circa  praemifTum  matnimi^ 
nium  contrahendum  confliterit  lucuknter  aut  ifpfos  noftros  procurator^  m 
Iblidum  irrevocabiliter  conftitutos  revocabimus,  aut  eifdem  feu  eorum 
alteri,  alium  feu  alios  adjungemus  feu  annedemus  nee  non  omnia  alia  et 
fmgula  facieildi,  gerendi,  et  exercendi  qu^  in  prsemiflis  et  drca  ea 
neceilaria  fuerinty  feu  quomodolibet  opportuna,  etiam  fi  talia  fint,  quas 
mandatum  exigunt  magis  fpeeiale,  et  quae  nos  faceremus,  fi  in  praemiffia 
perfonalittt  interd][emu& 

Promittentes  infuper  in  terbo  regi$  nos  ratum,  gr^tum,  firmtmi  et 
{labile,  habituros  totum  et  quicquid  per  didos  nofhrn  procuratores  ia 
folidum,  adum,  £idum,  geflumque  fiierit,  circa  (Hraeamifiimi  mattimo- 
iiiiun  feu  quomodolibet  procuratum,  et  nunquam  jcontrarenire  in  fii-i 
turum.  ,         * 

Datum  fub  magno  fi^Uo  noflro,  apud  Edinbiirg,  vicefimo  odavo  die 
meniis  Julii,  anno  Domini  miUefuno  quadringentefimo  fexagefimo  odavo, 
et  regni  noflri  odavo. 

Nos  Chriftiemus  Dacias,  Sueciae,  Norvegiae,  &c.  rex  pro  facro  matri- 
monu  foedere,  ac  praefatae  Margarethas  filias  noflras  unigenitae,  dote,  et  ut 
amor,  diledio,  pax,  et  amicitia  animis  regum  firmius  adhan-eant,  uber- 
iufque  et  efficacius  inter  reges  et  regna  radicentur,  confiaifu  pariter  et 
afTenfu  praelatorum,  proeerum  ac  regni  noflri  Norvegiae  nobilium  prius 
habitis,  commodo  infupa:  ac  utriufijue  regni  utilitate  diligenter  in^>e<ai8, 
in  partem  dotis  cum  Margafetha  filia  noflra  unigenita,  menorato  {»ineipi 
Jacobo  Scotorum  Regi  excellentiflimo  ac  Margarethae  fiHae  noflrae  ipfius 
regis  fponfae,  eorumque  haeredibus,  ac  liberis  duotaxat  annuam  penfionem 
centum  marcarum  Stirlingorum  nobis  et  haeredibus  noftris  Norvegiaj  regi- 
bus,  pro  tempore  ^exiftei^bie,  rgttione  infulanim  Sodorenfmm  et  Manias, 
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Omne$  infuper  et  iinguiis .  peitkiecitbruxti  Aimmas,  ^lanrna^  deplpseda- 
tdones,  et  injurias  rationie  pendoms  {xnefkar  et  occa(K»e  cond^dum 
filter  pr^edeceflbres  nofiros,  olkn  Norvegtae  et  Scociee  reges  imtorum 
debicais,  pemtus  rexoittentes,  ac  univeriis  et  fiiiguiis  conitta^Ubtis,  en-^ 
iiom$j  Ikeris,  et  munimends  defuper  fadis,  folemnker  r^iunciamus, 
ac  ii  de  vesho  la  verbiun  de  ipfis  ^contradibiis,  oU^tionibw,  eviden-* 
tik  iiteiie,  et  mwumeotis  ^edalis  et  expreffz,  praefeatis  mentk)  fada 
faiik. 

Promitdimifi  eiiam  ac  poSicemur  pro  nobis  hftrecK>tis .  ac  ficceflbi&us 
aoftria  Norve^  Reg^Hits,  contra  doiiationem,  conceffioaem,  tratStionem 
aut  xe&uiicidneiiH  pra^Adias,  non  ^nke,  fiec  femri  fac^^  ha  fieri  per- 
mittere  direde  vd  indirede,  quovis  quasfito  ingenio  vd  colore,  remmdando 
{TdMNa  4mtfii,  4{oo  ad  hot  adfioi^  fc«eptk>m,  reteiwiiim,  feu  remedio 
jurk  ^cafKonei  wit  <ii7fl«L 

-^  in  osnipiimfincnq  ii^iper  totnis  dotis  proa^tiimoa  poUkemur,  et  obli- 
goimm  not,  faamdet  et  fiiccttObre^  noibos^  pvtt&to  eaEcdlemSguiO  prmdpi 
Jacobo  Scotorum  regi  fereniflimo,  fuifve  procuratcnibus  in  fummam  fexa- 
gjaata  vfltium  floreaonaa  kheneBfiatn  fidcfin^  pedbtTe^tdnti,  d«  qua  -qui- 
(iem  fumma  praefoifr  procorstoiibiis  deccn  millia  ^encrum  pra^daram 
ante  eorum  ad  regnum  Scodas  de  r^no  noftro  Dacias  receflum  integra£tet 
fidditerqae  perfobremus^  et  4le  eadem  pocoma  nffin^ata  fatis^tciemus  expe- 
dite cum  effe&u. 

Bro  fumma  ^^eso  qainquaghita.  milBnm  £(mmonim  reftaafte,  de  fmnma: 
iategrali  prsedkla,  tips  Cbrsfttenvua  Norwgix  Rex  de  con^t^irtt  et  afllenfu 
praDiateram,  proceram  ac  majorum  i^agfii  Nw^mgiee  prasdtdas  nolniium, 
damus,  concedimus,  hnpignoramns,  ^  fub  £frAa  4iypotheca  et  pignore  in^ 
ppnxmas  atsque  bypodiecamus  cnmes  et  fnfigakn  terras  noflras  inftdarum 
Orcadesoiiuin,  cum  omnibus  et  fingulie  juribus,  fei^^idis,  ac  juiftis  fuis  per- 
waaaakj  ncios  x^egali  jura,  et  prsrdeceflbribus  ^idMs  N<^rvegiae  Reg^bus^, 
<^^ipftaiit&U8,  iki  quovif^^ 

et  integia8  terras  iu>fi3^  iniblarwn  Orcadefi£!iim  piBedidaruin,  una.  cum 
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omnibus  et  fihgufis  caftomis,  proficuis,  fibertadbus,  commoditadbw  ac 
aliis  juftts  fuis  partin^ntns,  quibufiinnqne^  tarn  ncrainatis  quam  iimoiivU 
nads^  ad  pratdidas  terras  Orchaxliae  fpefbuodbus^  fea  jufte  fpe&are  Talent 
dbus,  quomodofibet  in  fiitunun  fkpe  diS;o  exceikodflSmo  pdncipi  Jacobo 
Scotorum  rogi  fiio  et  coofedetato  nofbra  cliaiifliino  in  partem  dods  com 
filia  nofln  Margairetfaa  prat^i^^  donte  et  qtioufque,  per  nod,  hasredes 
noftroe  Tel  fiKcelferes  Hcsnepx  reges,  praefaca  Jacobo  Scotorum  regt^ 
haeredibus  feu  fuccefforibus  fuis  de  fiiimma  quinquaginta  miUium  floret 
aorum  Rbenenfkiin  reftandum  de  parta  dods,  dido  Jacobo  ScotDmm  regi 
cum  Margaretha  fiia  noftra  amedifta,  donatat,  cooceSe,  et  afl^natae, 
fuerit  integraditer  et  plenarie  fadsfa<^um  x  perfohitum  cum  eflfedu.  £t 
DOS  h»:ede8  nofbi,  ac  foccefibres  regni  Norvegiae  Regts,.  prsfkas  terras 
Orcaden.  fk,  ut  praetnitdturv  hypodiooLtas,  et  meinorato  Jacobo  Scotooruai 
regi  fuifque  fucceflbribus  Scotias  regibus  impignoratas^  contra  omnes  moiw 
tales  wanrndzabimos,  et  m  perpetutma  <tefendimwi> 

Praeterea  OiatoreB,  Nuncii  et  Amba3datoie6  prxfiiti,  noinbe,  Tice  et  ec 
parte  eorundem  prmcipis  ac  commiiEook  prasdidk  vifpn  ipdt  ab  eodem 
rege  commifl^  pro  dotalicio  feo  dcaiadooe  prc^pcer  Boptiaa  praefitat 
MsLrgarethaB  filiae  noOrx  nmgenitar  Jbcobi  Scotoram  mgm  fyoaCk  <v  rcM 
ffDXy  affiguOTenjnt,  dedsnwt  et  oonoeQeruiit  pala^m'  de  linltdiuSy  et 
cafbum  de  Dora  m  MesDtech|  csm  oronibiu  ftm  pertiaemiia  et  a^aoeti^ 
tibus,  ac  cum  iltta  totiam  paartem  prc^etatii^  Regrn  Scocis  et  omaiuin 
proventuum,  reddittmm  ac  obventuom  ejufcfom  proprietads  praefato  jfer^ 
niflimo  principt  Jacobo  Scoterom  Regi,  fea  ad  propriecatem  i^gm  fvA 
peninendum.  Et  d  contisgat  infiiper,  pr«£Mim  DDmintim  Jacobum 
Scotorum  regem  anl^  mortem  did«  Margarc^se  Him  conjugis,  diem^ 
(quod  ab&)  cUodere  exdremum^  priefitta  I>c»mna  Marg^retha,  11^  trei 
annos  obitom  ipfins  immediate  feqAeaMs,  Ubcram  facukatem  regnum  Scocisg 
exeondi,  feu  in&i  idem  coiamoran^  habel^t  prout  prae&tas  Margaf^thsf 
melius  aut  complacentius  expedire  videbitur, 

Et  d  regimm  Scociae  exire  prsecfigeiit,  nos  omtoiw  {ntefati,  prctttdltimus^ 
poQicemiur  ac  oUiga,mn»  excc^ntiffimum  principem  npftrtim  Jacobuni 
Scotoram  Regem,  fuofque  btfredes^^  et  j^€i^£)re&  m  fummam  centum  et 
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v^iod  millium  floienorum  Rhenenfmrn^  didae  Dominae  Margarethae  Bd»^ 
Bter  folvendorum,  pro  tertia  parte  proprietatis  regni  Scocias  fibi  in  dotali^ 
tio,  feu  donatione,  ut  pramiittitur,  affignata,  de  qua  rero  fumma,  centum 
0t  viginti  millium.  florenorum,  defakabitur  fummas  dbtis  Jacobo  Scotonun 
regi  affignatat  et  nondum  iblutas,  icilicet,  fiimma  quinquaginta  millium^ 
florenorum,  et  terras  infulanuiLOrchaden.  Regi  noftro  Jacobo  impignoratasi. 
ad  Norvegias  Reges  revertentur,  contradidione,  firatide,  dolo  et  machina*^ 
tione,  malis  exckifis  penitus  et  femocis. 

Dum  tamen  prasfata^  Domkia  Margaredba,  cum  Rege  An^as  i^u  qua.- 
cunqu^  altera  perfona,  gentis  five  regni  ejufdem  matrimomaliter  non  copu* 
letur  aut  quovis  modo  conjugatur. 

CaeteruHL  ad  ttberioKem  animonim  Norv^iae  et  Scocise  Regum  uni-^ 
onem^  amorum  dile£tionis  et  amiririae  conjun^ionem,  pads,  tranquiliitada 
ac  diaritatia  continuationenu 

No6  Chriftiemus  Norve^  Rex,  et  nos  oratores  ac  procuratores  ex^^ 
odlentiffimi  prmdpis  Jacobi  Scotorum  Regis  ad  hoc  poteftatem  h2d}entes, 
in  efficacioris,  confiaederatTonis  vinci^  approximare  cupientes,  pro  nobisj^ 
hasredibu^  ac  i^iccefibribus  noftris  ac:regnorum  noftrorum  proceribui,  mu^ 
tuanr  amicitiam  ac  nova  fccdera  iaviola^lker  obfenranda  et  alternatb  vidbua 
ad  aiterius  pnndpis  requifitiooem,  opem,  fiibventionem  ee  auxilium,  contra 
quemcunque,.  feu  quofcunque  prihdpem  feu  prindpes  gentemve,  populum, 
confa^ratis  nolhis,  ante  datam  praefentium  duntaxat  exceptis  fidditer  pras^ 
ftarcf,  ac.  praefentium  tenore  firmiter  obfervare,  nos  ad.  hoc  hasredea  noflros 
et  fucc^bres  aftringentes  in  verbo  regio  inviolabiliter  obligamus.^ 

Si  vero  partium  aliquam  praefatarum  excellentiffimum  Jacohum  Scoto- 
rum prindpemfereniflimum aut M^rgaretham filiam noftram  inclytiilimam 
aate  nuptiae,  inter  eos  cel^lMt^atas,  feu  camalem  copulam^b^bquutam;  mori 
contigerit,  univerfa  et  fmgula  praemifla,  traftata^  appunduata,  cbndufii  pro 
dotibus  et  donationibus  prepter  nuptias  exutraque  parte  penitua  et.omnino 
fint  extinda, 

Qu^  pra9iu0a  omnia  et  (ingula  nos  Chriftiemus  Dacia^  et  Norvegiae  Rex ; 
Quntenus  nos  concernimt^  bcma  fide,  verboque  regio,  pro  noUs  haeredibua 
c$  fviccdToribus  nofltis  adimplerepromittimuB.    £t  ad.  hoc  nos  haeredefque 
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'.  Et>  mor <HftifMts:  pr9k£i^<  viae'  ac'  i^DcbHi^td  notfiSne  {Midcipis  no(^ 
JacobiScotoAk»r«gl^iD8£bifflfflt  pl>a:i«iglt  ointiU  el  fmgul^  p»6i:^' n»is> 
concemunt,  nomine'iMiOdUiMeolio^et'V^M^  coiMiMbfMml  fupeHiis  infer'- 
tjMtuti-  bote  iide  ai&i^tef%  jaroittittiiBUc^  et  adim^I«i  pr^jcutare^  n^  cdntra 
eHiquovifr oiSoaOcMte  ifi  fufQi<Qiii<fev«nii%  ^iitlkndi&&ui»  i»iif<^ni  ri^ 
mint: Ja^iMT  ScotoniM  Regietf^  hiseMde^  €f ~fufic<«^re6  fuos  ad^hjbt  hctiA- 

In  qaonnf'CttftttotftVl^lln^lfifeitlM  fi(kihi  et  te^tfih^^Uttin  prSemSi&iURi' 
do6  GhifttKrowp  Dd^  atrl^birv^X'i'ex'pi'xfkas  figilluin  nofbiiih  et'  nos^ 
(«tit«l«»  iit{isd|ai^ngaiji  iltfl^.duptid  fat^  feiitta  praefeittib^  apponi 
ftdipiQ$;:'^Wdnof^iMi^  iMsiiiky^  k^  re^xah'^Dtast;  odavd  die  oi^^id* 
Septembris,  anno  Domini  millefimo  qvudringentefimo  fexag^kn^  oSaVOy, 
ili^^aftnr  pnwar-  pmiifidMs^i^  £i»(liifl{^-  'a  ChMo  paCri^  et  Ddmini 
in^y-  X)o«int:B«llfr'divlfflPpfbVHl^^-Pap«  ieodlidi  aiino  ^fttaifd. 
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BESCRI'FTIO    fNBVILAfttrM    ORGHADIARUl^, 
fit  nit  lo.  Biiifi  UbifkHiCokMeMy  iH  amwlSSSL 

North  Rona£dsay  1".. 

ffiitMA' itfMi ^l^sforfH'R^onklMy;  abaqtdlont,  ereft'tetA equita iilarii, 
rtr natifiikgfam  Aiiglir et aH&iiavigaatlbliif  f^iflSinepyiebet :  diftkt'enim  a' 
]£ii^braflia'60Ti^riaribm;  fi'dteidtu^^^^^^  'Pbpnli  fiitat  adniddum  igniari' 
cfiviiii'  doq(iu:,  quia  lato  auf  titinqueffil'  docentur.    l^eitilitas  magna'  illic 
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fmmenti,  nempe  horda  atque  ateiulruiii  hoauoes  hyeme  vefcutnor  pane 
hordeaceo,  sedate  vero  pifcicuUs  panris  atque  la^e,  in  ea*  parte  infulac 
fiempe  ^quilone  belhise  HiaximaB  vemacube  (felchis)  retig  (aiQdB  ex  cannabe 
capiundir;  et  diflat  a^terra  fcopulus  magmn  4imidkim  miUsare  nomine 
(Selchikerry)  ubt  marinae  aves  Hlic  cdunt  et  udtficant 

In  illo  fcopulo  bdluae  pi^did:ae  flu^Uante  man  ad  cacumeft  afi^aidmxt, 
abeunte  vero  in  puteum  decidunt  ubi  vi  nulla  egredi  poffiint,  exku^  nuUut 
eft :  mutuo  inter  fefe  murmurantes  ^gricolae  moris  yeqientibus  ad  fcopu- 
lum  accedunt  coiylis  magnis ;  belluas  vero  intuentes  at^ue :  finendentes  ira 
cum  magna  apertura  oris  fledi  yiam  tendunc,  tunc  agrtedtuntur  viribus,  et 
voluntarie  pugnam  vexeriat  Belluae,  etfi  prima  fine  latiione  evaferit 
omnes  alias  dentibus  in  homines,  incidunt ;  quod  auteni  Ci  prima  casfa  et 
mortua  fu^t  omnes  alijein-fiigam  eunt  a^ue  facile  capiunjtur,  et  cqHas 
vidi  femel6a 

Carmtigne,  nifi  algis  ii^arinls  ficcb,  ceTpk^s  veroaianaceos  habent 
minime  .in  igoe  lucentes,  luce  vero  qua  hyemfe  fruuntur  6x  inteftihis 
pifciimi  eft,  vel  ex  abdomine :  et  ex  ftercoribus  pecorum  in  muro  fparfia 
et  fole  arefaftis  optimus  focus  eft:  nee  ranas,  gUres,  nee  bufones  hie 
colunt  j  et  fi  navis  hie  adduxerit  glires  cito  jpereunt  quafi  veneno. 

Sanday  2. 

Sanday  (fie  difta  quafi  infiila  arenofa,  the  Sanday  Ifle,  quia  eft  arenarum 
plena)  diftat  a  praedii^a  infiila  duo  milliaria  maxima :  infiila  ilia  eft  in 
longitudme  duodedm  milliaria,  latitudinp  vero  duo,  Angli  et  Germani 
faepiffime  hie  pereunt  in  una. parte  yerfiis  9rient€m,  nomine  the  Star  of 
Lopenefs. 

Ipfe  ego  tranfiens  per  infulam,  atque  fatigatus,  me  apud  unam  recepi 
nomine  Sandi  Crucis,  et  in  cemeterio  iiintimerabilia  capita  hominum  cir- 
citer  jnille  vidimajora  tribus  3Cj^itU)U8,nunc  vivaitibus;.  et  dentea  aliquos 
e;c  gingivis  extraxi  fimilitudipe  unius  .glajTHlia  avellan^  Mirahar  quidem 
atque : cupidus  reruni  novarum  me^homini.J^ni  poji^ 
<juayi^  bpEjc  erant  et  imde.olTa  f^mji^rgpi^  ille,  Fili^-  jiaec  ipfula 
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ut  libere  efHcerwiiur,  quatenus  Mnb^lle?^  ftiirtius;  cum  iuque  redditti  aci*. 
modum  fatigati  adolevimus  confilium  cepimtis  quomOdo  exonerari  pb- 
tuimus,  '  .  .     '  r  .   '  . 

Tunc  unuS  prudeiidor  aliis^dixk: :  Diesf^A^^uriohis  adeft  ;t  ajmd  eo- 
clefiam  nofmet  ipfos  abfcondemus,  in  cuniculis  trucidabimus  omnes  ad 
unum  ita  ut  nullus  eorum  evadet ;  omnes  illi  annuerunt  Veniente  vero 
die,  Stronfarii  cum  uxoribus,  filiis,  filiabus,  famulis,  familiaribus  caeterifque 
ihultis  fdventea  anchora,  velis  extenfis,  atque  atira  fecimda,  fine  Amis 
4&lafl  gaudioi  ad  Kttusnoftrum  aippulerunt  ubi  fakAntes  et  duc'ehttes  dioreaft 
majorem  partefn  ^t  cbrifunipfenint  Idterea  ^Sahdefii  et  nos  fiic  colentes 
commoti  atque  armis  aptiffimis  fuccinfti  fubito  clamore  et  fono  terribili 
orto  eos  invafimus  et,  omnes  ad  mortem  trucidavimus  et  quidem  nullus 
liic  unquam  poftea  tributum  folvimus  et  fie  liberati  fuimus.  Hae  duae  in- 
fola?  atq^ie  omnes  kttWiflimi  fiint      -  .:  ,r  /  :.■   i.:  i       : 

Tam  fenes  quam  juvenes  in  his  duobus  infiilis  ita  pediculofi  fimt,  ut 
nulla  arte  mederi  pofTunt,    Cuniculi  hie  aeftate  abundanter  fiint,  hyeme 
vero  adeo  fimt  doraabiles  ut  in  domibus  capiuntur  fingulorum.     Homines  - 
hie  Laici  habent  Calceo^  ex  beUuorum  pellibua  ligule^ccntrados  vernacide 

Strgnsay  3. 

Stronfay,  vel  Sdronfay,  ;fic  dida  quafi  the  Streams  Ifle*  Ifta  infida  in- 
longitudine  eft  fex  milliaria,  quatuor  vero  in  ladtudine ;  gla^bse  hie  abun- 
dantes  fimt  ac  (fimidia  pars-  hie  incidta'eft.  Zuidam  hie  deum  pure  co- 
lunt  alH  non.  Maxime  etiam  fidimt  napeis  (the  femes)i  ^t  dicuht  ho- 
mines fubitoinorientes  vitam  poftea  cum-illis  degere,  quahquam  ego  non 
credo;        ■■'-'■■     '^  :      ■  v:     ^  ./        ...  ,.  ■> 

Monftri  maxihii  nomine  Troicis  fepiffime  coeunt  cum  muEeribus  illic 
colentibus^  quod  cum  ego  illic  colui,  raulier  iUie  erat   formofa  maritati 
colono  forti ;  ipfa  vexabatur  fpiritu  maximo,  invito maritb,  concubantibi^  ^ 
in  imo  thoro,  et  naturaliter  concubuit  cum  muliere,  et  videbatur.     Mulier  * 

8  I  2-  tandems 
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Indutus  eft  algis  marinis,  toto  corpore,  iimilis  eft  pullo  equino.'^flpi^ 

Papa  Stronsat  4. 
it  ^i^t JthK|alitiAl{$i  JlUa,-qu^  to^i^  P?pa  ,%)9C^»  ^ifaB.pfm^  coo^ 

Auskbrhie  5. 
M  alk  inAih  inctdta,  nomine  Aufk^irig,  «j|^<fq^r|eim»^^ 

Shapinshat  "6. 

maxime  funt  ignari,  colunt  napeis  et  alia  ne&ria :  In  loBgtVtJ^'VNf^  .fff 
aoHfiana,  in  hdtudine  duo ;  illicaimintcaeteramaria  ubi  patet  ingreffiis  ad 
Kirkwalliam. 

^LOERHOLMCT. 

JEIo«rI>o|jDoe  inluUrWinc.inc!^  iftxi  ba^  4PW5W»i^.  Strig^  (i|l4C,i^ 
jp^rent, ;itqv^  eiMin|»cfl{AiMn :  caufxvafta^QRlsiaitque iMoMofus^h^M:  ii^it. 
J^o  ft^tises.hic  cqlehant,  ,^iws  editor  .verit;ati^  aJt^pr  jqaiiwae  diyjim^,;  -qiu 
contendone  inter  firatres,  hie  impius  Epifcopo  enunciavit  fratrem(4n¥iL 
JfpQnte ^Wfn ^fU.coitqi^wiiI&:  iW(dita qii^a,  Ji^(aDfm£^  <;(«<iMPPtus, 
iitramquje4;?t^lu|it4«ce<l^nti^Wporibw,  fl0i4sge9ilms.ipi«U^  d^ronsf^viAt 
l2Winpb)feQX;  9i)Sv8.i)41»mctili«»i:«<?]i^ 

Westrat 
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W^b^  quaii.dicas  occideiitalia  infula  (the  Wcfttfik)/C{]rutkim  jfifiila- 
fjioi  .OrdiMdieofuam  i&tttlifEmjt^  ^qpie  iiiic »gaieia  nphHiiMn  ookni^  ^ct 
tfft  .dcci^Maitifima  anc  fife  G^^him,  jednondum  kamfta  Jtdjbuc  com^ 
fdeta. 

Qftn  jykdag  idc  hahiteitM  ^  pngnam  jnaitiites:CEUinTli^bermbus»  met^ 
Qftcale  (tiM  Lefwifmea),  yerfj^ae  in  fugam-oqiofs  ifiiai|l  ptri» :  'Unas 
tanen  diUipQgD^but  pocftaplior  atxp^  tnterftftiSyrcaBfia  taMtp 

pq)lhilHiS|  rsd  genlla>cpa^Itt^vduHl^tn  c^tsooixie'^iieiit 

In  hac  infula  unus  eft  fublimis  moos. 

Papa  W^staay  9. 

;I\ipa>Wi«ftray,oqudidifi^  in- 

fete,  fertUia  ut  ^te  lufate,  'laeua^^ft  ia  ^mjus  Ji^ilia  WKdkullio^ia  Um 

Fway,  qi^aA  xJicfis ;P^ch|!a  ipfijilia^t^  Plea&nt Jfle).    ,IJ|8c  u^ eft 

cium  plena. 

„Eday  1L 

Eday  infula  plirn  er^t  omnium  ^iafulai^um  aqtii}on9rium  ditMUn^  et 
drciter  triginta  qqlotn  ilUc  Iiabiubant,  fed  expyUi  adveniente  yaftatofe  yt 
vix  pAua  ilUc  nunc.  eft.  A^undantiji  ilHc ,  nj^gna  omnium  pr^cipue  peco* 
rum.  Viri  faepiffimae  pugnant  cum  n^onftiis  maxirprs,  atque  hora  perjt<aai 
dilTQlvpiiit  in  %p  j^  co^uunt^n  oleo.  In  ambitu  base  infula  continet  de- 
cern milliaria. 

Egilschay 
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Egilscway-  12. 

Eplfchay,  quaft  dicas  ecdeGi  infularum  (tfee  Kiric-Iik).  In  longitodine 
eft  ununt  milliare^  ladtudine  autem  dimidium ;.  ecdefia  hie  eft  SanAo  Magt 
ao  dicata.  Quamplurimi  infiilam  banc  pnetereoBtesTitalia  lumiaa  p^imtb 
Gallinas  hie  quamplurima  ova  deponunt  ita  ut  doliantur  fore.  San^hu 
Magnus  in  hac  infiila  natu8  eft,  et  educatm  eft  ab  infanda^  et  decHt  dbmum 
mitiici  fuas,  nempe  mefluagium  unum  terras,  ufai  Ula  iacelluai  scdlficavit^in 
quo  camerap  in  ibb  fedt,  atque  cunabuhun,  menfam,  ledum,  et  alia 
domui  neceflaria  ex  lapidibua,  poft^  veto  dirutum,  uhi  (egetes  jo^xtic  funt 
nihilominus  fupelle^ia  adhuc  manrat 

ROUSAY    ISw 

Rowfiiy,  <fJts£  dica^  Raulancfi  Ihfiit^  diagiia'  infula;  eft,:  et  maxtniJL  [ejus 
pars  inculta^  In  ambitii. hsec  inftila  omtinec  o^  nuUiaria,  mont^  Ijabet 
excelfos,  et  faepiflime  igne  incenfos  videntAi^  iine  homihibu8,.nodte,.quod 
quidem  mirabile  eft. 

Weir  IC 

Weit,  infula  eft  parva  Petro  Apoftolo  dicata.  C&t^is  infuITs  obumbrata, 
ut  vik  videri  poteft,  habitatacdonis.  KBc  oBm  gigas  habkabat  pitocerus^, 
ubi  effijpes  demus  adhuc  manet  Alii  cficunt  quod'  haec'  inftda*  hGbt  eft  ex. 
eymba  San£d  Magni  dum  fugeret  ad  infulam.de  Aglifliay.  *    ' 

En  HALLOW   15. 

Enhallow,  quafi.  dicas  SanSta.  Inful^,  et  minima;  iabulantur  hie.  an- 
tiqui  quod,  fi  metantur  fegetes,  poft  folis  occafimi,  fubito  manat  cruor 
de  calamis  frumentorum  ;  alii.dicunt  fi  equus  ligatus  fuerit  Ible  decidente 
fcu:ile  vagatur  vmdique  par  npAenx  fine  alieujiis  fi  vero  non 

cemere  Hie  pofles  eomm  fiditias  et  fabulofas 
traditionesi  ^ 

Gairsay 
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Gairsay  16.  »        . 

Gairfay  infula  habet  tres  holmas,  et  in  mondculum  in  medio  furgit ; 
Agricolae  hanc  infulam  colunt  ad  marinum  littus,  fed  minorem  partem/ , 

Dams  AY  17. 

Damfay  Infula^  nuUus  tumulus  hie  eft,  fed  placidiffima  eft  omnium 
atque  Tempe  vocatur ;  Ecclefia  eft  in  hac  infula  dedicata  Mariae  Virgini 
ad  quam  plerumque  mulieres  progrediuntur  grandes.  Nunquam  ranae, 
bufones,  nee  alia  terreftria  mala  hie  funt ;  mulieres  hie  fteriles  funt,  et 
(i  gravidae  evenerint,  nunquam  cum  ^ta  pariunt  Fabulantur  quod  aii- 
quando  fupereilia  auferuntur  inter  i^dum  unius  horse,  deinde  vero  reili- 
tuimtur.     Diftat  hac  infula  k  Kirkwalli^  duo  milliaria. 

POMONIA, 

PomoniaInfuU,alit^  (the  Mainl^d)^{ic  di£ta  quafi  (the  Middle  of  the 
Apple,  becaufe  it  lies  betwixt  the  North  and  South  Ifles)  :  Hajc  infula 
continet  multas  parochias,  quarum  hasc  eft  prima. 

DiERNESS. 

Diemefs  quafi  (the  Nefs  of  Diers)  liafc  parochia  olim  erat  nxmoroia  j 
^t  multse  ferae  hie  fuere ;  tandem  diluviis  venientibus,  arbores,  vulfifi  radi- 
cibus,  fubmerfi  fimt 

In  aquilonari  parte  iftius  parochial  in  mari  eft  nadvum  Saxum  ubi 
homines  manibus  et  genubus  quam  difficillime.  afcendunt  ad  cacumen ; 
illic  eft  facellum  quod  nominatur  (the  Balms  of  Burgh). 

Confluunt  hue  ex  diverfis  infulis,  homines,  juvenes,  pueri,  fenes,  fervi 
innumera^iles,  venti  vero,  nudis  pedibus,  ut  prius  dixi,  orantes  afcendunt 
ulu  niillus  preterquam  unus  ad,  facellum. uno  tempore  venire  poteft :   Ulic 
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eft  fons  purus  et  niddiflimus ;  quod  quidem  mirabile  eft  :  Tunc  homines, 
genubus  flexis,  manibufque  co^jon^llf,  di^eatQs  Deum  eflc,  orant  (the 
bairns  of  Brugh)  mulds  incantadonibus,  projicientes .  lapides  et  aquam 
poft^  tergora,  et  circa  facellum  bis  terve  gradientes,  finita  oratiorte  domum 
fedeunt  aftinnantes  fe  vota  habuifle.     Non  pure  hie  colunt  I^unu 

In  anno  1506^  Joannes  Stewart  Donnenfis  et  Tartenfis  in  aqiulone 
appuiit  ad  Orchadiam,  invenitqUe  itoifikfinam  in  hac  parodua  ;  tandem 
cum  im{deviflet  duas  naves  et  faburram  aliis  paraflet,  et  cunLOperariis  in 
aunfodio  eftet,  cornbc  alta  voce  exclamata  eft  ter;  Egrefti  verd  magifter 
cum  quibufdam  aCis,  fed  ibi  quinque  reliiSUs  corruit  faxum,  et  iiifibcati 
Hi  quinque,  ialvis  casteris  omnibus.- 

Secunda  parocbia  didtur  San^  Andrac  I^  parochia  eft  ms^na,  et 
frumend  ferax.  Aliquid  memorabile  non  hie  eft  nift  quod  ocddit  imo 
viio  nobiliilimo  nomine  Jacobo'  Siiiicltei:^,^  qui  hie  habitabat,  et  quondam 
beUum  cum.Cathaneofibus  (de  q^afuo  locoxlicetur)  iniit,  ifte  nobilis  dux 
captus  eft,  dement  evafit  ;..et  fe^lilmin  mare  pfecipitavit  .uhi  vitwi  ftniit^ 
quod  quidem  lamentabile  eft.- 

Holm  et  Paplay. 

.Holm  et  Paplay  dus  parochiae  funt  conjundSHnt  ubi  de  duabus  una 
€t:clefia,eft..    Transfretantur  hie  homines  profeduri  ad  auftrales  partes. 

Sandi  Olai  parochia  eft'  floridiHuna  et  amceaiftmltt ;  in  medio  ftat  dvi- 
tas  excellendflinu  nomine  Kirkwallia^  ubi  ecclefia  eft  dicata  Sandb  Mag- 
no  quas  habet  et  rednet  in  tantum  ut  laberintho  fimi- 
lari  poteft  fedes  Epifcopalis  in  civitate  hie  eft,  (No  the  Yards.)  Caftelliun 
quondam  Bibricatum  a  Siaderis  hie  eft :    Eft  edam  hie  alia  ecclefia,  in 
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cineres  redadta  ab  Anglis,  nomine  St  Olais  Kirk,  ubi  nunc  fepeliuntur 
malefaftores. 

Deditae  funt  hie  mulieres  luxuriae,  fie  puto  propter  pifeium  abundan-*^ 
tiam.  Hie  undique  in  duabus  partibus  eivitas  eft  fuppofita  aquis  marinis^ 
Hie  mons  eft  ingendflhnus  ubi  tota  Pomonia  et  omnes  infulae  afpieiun^ 
tur  nomine  Whisford,  et  eft  jU(Eeium  belli  Orehadibus,  eum  fons  in  ea- 
eumine  videtur  fcaturire. 

Orehades  bellum  gerebant  eum  Anglis  apud  civitatem  Lotue  quidam 
voeant  Paipdeliae  in  anno  1502^0,  istio  Augufti,  in  quo  bello  Angli  funt 
proftrati  et  eacfi  multique  fubmerfi,  eum  eorum  duee,  Do-  Joanne  Elder 
milite  ;  Edwardo  Sinckro  tunc  Orchadienfium  duce^ 

Firth. 
Firth  alia  eft  paroehia,  ubi  oftrea  abunde  eapiuntun 

Stenhouse. 

Stenhoufe  alia  paroehia  eft,  ubi  laeus  magnus  in  eircuitu  24  milliaria : 
Illic  in  mondcxilo  prope  laeum  in  fepulchro  inventa  funt  ofla  unius  viri, 
qax  qutdem  conjunifla  fuere,  ^t  in  longitudine  erant  14  pedibus,  ut  au- 
thor aiebat,  et  moneta  iliac  inventa  fuit  fub  eapite  iUius  mortui ;  et  ega 
quidem  iepulchrum  vidi :  Illic  apud  laeum  lapides  alti  latique  in  altitudi- 
nis  unius  haftae,  in  pari  eircuitu  dimidii  milliaris. 

In  anno  1527,  bellum  ortum  eft  inter  Cathenenfes  et  Orehades  :  Ca- 
thenenfes  omni  vi  nitebantur  invadere  Orehades  haftis,  telis,  fagittis  et  fo- 
nitibus  tubarum.  Pomonienfes  vero,  dum  haee  gerebantur,  obviarunt  illis; 
atque  in  monte  iftius  parochiae  apud  Bexwell  acies  fimul  junxere.  Ca- 
thenenfes omnes  obverfi  fuenmt  et  iirterfedi,  adeo  ut  ne  quidem  unus 
fuperfuit-  Sepulchrum  conutis  m  eo  loco  adhue  manet ;  is  avus  erat 
iftius^comitis  nunc  viyentis.  Oreades  letitia  comqioti  ob  vidoriam  ad  ci- 
vitatem redierunt  Jacobo  Sindero  (de.  quo  prius  didum)  ducew  Campus- 
ubi  hoe  bellum  pugnatum  eft  vocatur  Symmerdale. 

3  K  Orpher; 
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Orphek. 
Orpher  aKa  paroclua  eft,  bonum  portum  pifcatoribus  praebens. 

Stiomness* 

Stromnefs  alia  parochia  eft,  et  portum  habet  fehitiferam  j  clafli  hie 
«xltus  opdmus  :  Galli  Hilpanique  luc  tempeftates  fapiffime  evitant :  Hie 
nuWi  venti  naves  l^dere  poffiinL 

Vocatur  portus  hie  Cairftane,  quia  Saxis  mumta  eft.  Salubres  vend 
hie  flant,  qui  voeantur  Etefias.  Periculofiifimus  hie  eft  pons  viatoribus 
Jiominatus  (the  bridge  of  Vaith)^  ubi  plurimi'pereunt 

Sanjdwick* 

Sandwick  eft  alia  paFoehia,  ferdlis  valde  et  abundans  eunicufis,  nuud- 
tna  omnium  parpehiarum  eft,  et  tota  eulta. 

BiRSA. 

Birfa  l)aronia  dicitur^  ubi  |>alatium  eft  excdens,  uU  dim  regnabat  Rex 
Orchadiae ;  fed  Julio  Caefitfe  rcgnante  totum  oifoem,  vi  quadam  Romae 
^deferebatur,  et  fiibje^  eft  Orchadia  Romania  poftea,  ut  infei^o  imius 
kpidis  teftatur. 

Nomen  Regis  fuit  Gavus. 

Hara. 

Hara  alia  paroehia,  uH  ignavi£G[mi  fuei  funt,  ideoque  £euntur  (the 
fiheeps  of  Harray)r  Hie  eft  magna  Ecdefia  dedicata  Sanflae  Maria?, 
vulgus  vocat  (the  Lady  of  Graee)  de  qua  homines  midta  fabulantur : 
Hie  muki  eonfluimt  ex  diverfts  xnfulis. 

EviE 
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EviE. 

Evie  alia  parochia  ubi  carte  Immimeff  ingrediuntur.     Hie  magna  eft 
frumentorum  abundantia* 


Rendal. 
\ 
Rendal  afia  parochia :    Ifla  parochia  fubjeda  erat  Domino  Tulliallanr 

et  ipfe  erat  Dominas  isAn  domus  teftatur  adhuc 

Longitudo  Pomoniae  (from  the  Bairns  of  Brugh  to  the  Brugh  of  Bir- 

i[ay)  continet  fedecem  mifliaribus  longiflimis.     Hie  viri  bellicofi  funt  eirci- 

ter  quinque  milfia  in  Pomonia,    et  toddem  in  infulis.      Abundandam 

hordei  et  avenarum  habet,  omnes  bibacifEmi  iunt  hominum  et  luxuriofi^. 

mutuo  inter  fe  praeliantur :  ExempE  gratia,  fi  vieinus  vicinum  invitaverit^ 

fi  invitatu§,  antequam  deceflerit,  non  vomuerit,  lidbus  magnis  herum  inva- 

dit,  donee  potus  domum  conceflerit :    Hie  mos  infularum  etiam  :    Vafri 

font  et  fubtiliflinu :   Utuntur  idiomate  proprio,  veluti  emu  dieimus  Guid. 

day  Guidman,  im  dicimt  goand  da  boundae,  &e,. 

CbPlNSHAW  19. 

Copinffiaw  parva  Infula  eflt,  atque  prima  vifa  eft  raaTiigantibiw  Orcha- 
diae,  Unus  hie  colonus  eft.  Saxum  habet  altiffimum  verfus  orientem  ;  fe- 
rae volucres  hie  capixmtur  in  feopulo  dimittendo  puerum  fune,  ficeine  infi— 
deantur. 

South  Ronaldsay  SO. 

Somh  Ronaldfay  alia  Infula,  ubi  robuftiffimi  homines  habitont,  habet 
templum  juxta  littus  marinian,  ubi  lapis  eft  duriffimus,  vulgus  vocat  (a 
gray  whin),  lon^tudine  fex  pedum,  latitudine  quatuor,  in  quo  preffura: 
duorum  pedum  nudorum  infigititf,  quam  faber  nuUus  quidem  febricari 
poteft:   fiibulantur  fenes,  quod  Gallus  quidam  patria  expulfus,  locoque 

3  K  2  afyli,. 
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afyli,  ingreflus  eft  navem  quandam,  nhi  fubita  proceUa  orta^  petidkad^ 
pafTique  funt  naufragiam,  ipfe  tandem  tranfiliens  fliper  tergum  belliue 
conftidt  fuppliciter  deum  orans,  quod  fi  iaivus  portaretur  ad  terram,  in 
memoriam  &c.  Maris  Virgims  ecclefiam  conftrueret:  Oiadone  audita, 
falvus  ad  littus  appulit,  adminiculo  belluae.  Bellua  tandem  mutata  in  hn 
pidem  ejufdem  colons  ipfe  in  ecclefiam  illam  coUocavit,  ubi  adhuc  manet, 
tit  fupra  dixL 

Lambholme  21. 

Lambholme  parviilima  infula  eft  fteriiia,  et  incnlta^  ubi  muld  cunicu- 
U  ab  hominibus  aliarum  infularum  occiduntuc 

Flotay  22. 

Flotay  haec  infula  eft  aequata  man  et  amoeniftima.  Vetus  domus  bic 
eft  dinitia  fola  quam  quidam  ecclefiam^  alii  Prefbjterium  vocant,  lon^tudi- 
ne  magna^  ubi  fmgulis  ^mnis  comida  s^bantur  facerdotum :  Ternae  Tro- 
pheae  hie  eredae  funt,  quae  nos  Croffes  vocamus  j  averfa  funt  fabro  mu- 
jrario,  fomniante  vero  £mtafmata  ea,  node  deinde  vexabatur  mirabilibua, 
vi^ante  vero  minus  affedus  eft  et  decumbebal  ledo  per  ipadum  odo 
hebdomadum,  ut  author  ipfe  fuit ;  fodiens  vero  poftea  tentorium  inyenit 
in  tumulo,  candelabra,  zonas,  et  alia  mirabilia  quae  hoc  loco  recenferi 
apn  expedit 

Cavay  23. 

Cavay  quafi  (the  Cheefe  Ifland)  opdmtis  cafeus  hie  eft :  parvula  eft  fed 
^ommodiffima  beftiis,  abfque  arboribus,  propter  veatorum  impetum  hie 
fiandum  :  Una  domus  hie  eft  cum  duobus  tuguriis. 

Faray 
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Faray  24. 

Taray,  quafi  clara  infula  (the  Fare  Ifle)  hujus  nominis  duae  font  info- 
\xy  alia  eft  adjacens  et  idcina  Zetlandias :  Hxc  infola  fteriiis  eft  et  incd*- 
ta^  fed  pifcatus  nobiHs. 

/  •  *  '  4         ■  .  r  '  '  "        .  ' 

I 

SOWNAY   25. 

Sownay  eft  infola  fidam  prabens  ftationem  navibus  peregrinis  et  pifcA- 
^^toribus,     AvensB  et  hordeum  hie  nafcuntuy.     Sed  terra  eft  admodum  are^ 
nofa.     Non  procul  a  Kliicnefs  hie  eft  Braga,  a  nautis  bene  nota. 

Ryssay  2& 

RyfTay  eft  infola  arenofa,  fteriiis  et  inculta.  Hie  oliipi  erant  opdoue  glas^ 
bae  in  tota  Orcadia. 

,  BuRltAT   27. 

Burray,  vulgo  Burge  Infola,  eft  panra,  fed  hordei  frudifenu 

Wais  28. 

M^ais,  Pomonienies  vocant  Incolas  (the  Lyars  of  Wais)  infula  eft  non 
oiagna.  Nulla  diftindU)  eft  inter  Hoy  et  Wds,  fed  una  infula  eft,  red- 
dentefireto. 

Hot  29- 

Hoy,  ingentiffimus  mons  bic  eft,  diftat  enim  a  terra  in  pari  aldtudine 
tribus  miUiaribus,  ubi  afcenfus  non  eft ;  alter  eft  mons  non  admodum  adeo' 
altus,  inter  <{U08  lapis  eft  admiradone  dignus,  magnus  eft  et  excelfus  £ibri- 

catus 
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cpLtus  a  ^gante  fuaque  uxore :  Uixus  lapis  eft  cameratus,  in  qiK)  leSus^ 
eft  perquam  artifidofe  fadhw  in  lapide  Viro  et  uxore ;  tempore  camera- 
tiQjoia  fq^oun^  grarida  fuit,  ut  lefhK  teftatur ;  namiea  pais  hGd  in  qua 
uxor  cubuit  effigiem  habet  ventri  gravidi.  In  lapide  pulvinaa:  &dum  eft  ' 
duobus  fcuYialibus  ex  tumore  lapidis,  non  tamen  nncteria  teaaci  aliqua 
conjunguntur,  fed  unus  eft.  Ofteum  habet  obtrufum  kpide  :  qui  hoc  fit^ 
nefcio.  Fabulantur  quod  alter  gigas  in  odium  ilium  hablebat  quapropter 
lapidem  fabricavit  longitudine  et  latltttdlne  oftei  itf  eos  includeret,  et  ita 
hp^  p^rirent|.  taiademque  ipib  domiaante  infulam,  ad  fuum  ufum  lapidem 
haber^.^retjugien^  DetuHt  tandem  lapidein,iiU?dj9atapL  in  (ummita^fai, 
monds  atqiJ^j|(^uIo  iimpofka  fumma  vi  .hrachkarum  (atque  dolore  alteriu& 
profperitads)  in  oftium  injunxit,  gigante  inclufo  evigilante  auribus  lu^ 
pum  tenebat  exire  nequkns  fuis  maleis  implu^ium  fecit  per  quod  egreflus 
eft.  Si  credere  dignimi,  in  hac  infiila,  beiulae  crefcunt,  et  non  in  aliis  ; 
nam  alix  infulse  ab^ue  2a:bQribu^  .^nt:  Albi4epores  hie  iunt^  et  ^jp^iun- 
tiur  Canibua.  Abun^antiam  avium  habet  vemacule  Lyris,  pifciom  sdiarum-i^ 
que  volucrum. 

Similiter  hie  funt  aurifbdia^  plumbifodia^  ferrifodia^  et  quamplurima: 
aKabona.  /,  :  ^  ' 

Gramsay  30. 
Gramiay  eft  parva  inftda,  fed  ctilca  $  dtstrimentum  magmim  navxbus. 


c-^^^ 


S6«niA*  fli* 


Southay  quafi  (the  South  Ille)  vd  auftralis  inliila,  nimc  mculta  eft,  fed 
olim  fuit  fertiliflima  armentorum.  Omnes  hie  pariter  vitam  uno  die  fini- 
crunt,  fabula  non  eft,  fed  relatio  y*riffima,  et  Chriftianis  riris  notatu  dig- 
niflima^  Veniente  fqfto  noftri  Salvatoris  Jefu  .Qirifti,^  ^cum  ifti  habu- 
erunt,,quoniam  ecclefia  illis-deficiebat^ad  vicinam  infulam  prpficifqi^  ii^gprW^, 
ft  yero  in  cymba^tam  iuyenes  quam  fenes,  fubita  procella  orta,  aquis  io- 
f^mentibm  ultra  modum  fubmerii  funt    In  qua  vero  bfefdae,  boves,  oves, 

vituli, 
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^ituli,  fues,  canes,  caniculi,  et  omnia  alia  illic  virenda,  mira  foocitate 
fe  in  mare  precipitabant,  obrutique  funt^  quod  quidem  verum  fuit  j  nul- 
lus  ad  hunc  ufque  diem  coluit 


f)ftbe  HUSBANDRY  i^  hy  the  0%CYit^WfM^.    In^pnfl^lU 
ubovc  MS.^  ht  J>IahtJy  (jf  ^  l^ft^  date^  audbyunatbcr  f^ruL 

They  till  not  till  the  fpring  of  the  year ;  and  as  they  till,  fo  they  fow 
thedr  oata.  Th^  plough  is  drawn  by  four  bei^  g^f%  i^  ^^  f^^^ 
.Th€  caUor  (driver)  gpqs  ke%e  t^  beafts  bad^f^ard  wifh  »  wbip.  T^ 
bolder  of  the  plough  lyes  omwi^  jbis  0df  QO  the  plcwf^li;  Th^  oiJtsr 
imd  the  fodk  be  not  two^  pound  in  weight :  th«  <acw  be-  yoa|qQ4  «ri^ 
cheatts  and  haim^  and  breachams,  which  they  mU  w«fi)i|l|  2)lb«nl:  <^^ 
have  horns.  They  fow  in  ^  ereel  nmdis  «f  (^w^  callei  an0  <9lfi?»  and 
of  ane  handfuU  they  y^Vg  ^^r  tails*    ' 

Thdr  horfes  Uve  on  beaTTChaffr  «^  1^  )h9  ft<mv 

They  are  very  little^  but  quick  and  fiery.  The  naien  her^  ke^  th«  oh*- 
fervations  of  the  moon  in  fo  £ur  that  the  ibll  th^  maJts  at  tha  wa^g 
of  the  maon,  affiiroing  tfcgr  ^pw  ux  the  barrelL 

Their  calves  never  fijck  their  jaootheca.  Thehr  corns  are  very  good^ 
to  veitt,  bear  and  oati.  They  are  handled  only  by  the  men }  the  wc^nen 
nuther  ihake  the  ftraw,  nor  yet  wiwnov?^  the  corn*  They  good  their 
land  with  fearware  and  lightly  midden  nuck. 

Af  5.  Mv.  Lib.  EdinburgL 
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A  SHORT  RELATION  Y  tbc  mojl  CONfSIDERABLE  THINGS 
in  Orknajy  by  Mr  Mathew  Mackaile,  Apothecary  at  Aber^ 
dcen. — MS.  Adv.  Lib.  Edin. 

It  is  very  probable  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Orcades  of  old  did  on- 
ly fpeak  Noords,'  or  rude  Danifh  ;  but  noW-  there  are  oniy  three  or  four 
t)airiflie8  (efpecially  upon  the  Mainland  or  Pomona) 'wherein  that  language 
is  ^keri,  and  that  chiefly  when  they  are  at  their  own  houfes  ;  but  all 
i^eak  the  Scots  language,  as  the  reft  of  the  commons  do. 
^  'The  common  people,  thou^  rude  and  ?gh6tiaht,  are  very  iubtile  and 
fagacious,  and  capable  to  leam.  They  do  ekcdl  alF  people  for  navigation, 
ihiall  boats  with  4  or  6  oars,  and  one  or  t^  f^s ;  wWch  is  evident  from 
the  little  prejudice  the  fuftain  in  going  from  one  ifland  to  ariothar,  when 
the  tide  runneth  moft  impetuoufly. 

The  prefent  E.  of  Morton  informed  me^  that  about  1643  he  had  a 
regiment  of  Orkneymen,  which  was  inferior  to  none  in  die  army.  They 
are  neceflitate  to  none  ufe  litHe  boats,  which  die  failots  muft  conftantly 
draw  without  flood-mark,  becaufe  they  have  no  harbours  or  keys,  tho* 
every  ifland  hath  at  leaft  one  good  rode. 

Untill  the  year  1614,  the  Earles  and  Btfliops  lands  were  runriged 
thro*  Orkney  and  Zetland,  the  former  having  two  and  the  latter  one ;  but 
then  Bifliop  Law  and  the  Chapter  did  refign  all  to  the  Kirk,  who  did  ap- 
point the  Bifliop  his  rent  to  be  payed  out  of  4  or  5  parifhes  in  the  Main- 
land, and  two  or  three  iflands. 

In 
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■  In  erety  liland  ahm)ft  where  there  is  a  Talley  by  the  fea-fide,  there  is 
aHb  a  frefb-water  lake,  as  was  at  the  town  of  Kirkwall ;  where,  at  the 
end  of  the  w^l  dividdoag  the  firefh  from  the  iak  water,  (like  an  artificial 
bulwark,  as  it  is  in  all  other  firefh  places),  they  did  cut,  that  the  frefii 
water  might  run  into  the  fea,  which  ever  fince  doth  flow  into  and  ebb 
out  of  it^  where  the  (hips  ly  very  feeurely;  In  this  town  is  a  very  {late- 
ly Cathedral,  having  thre  very  good  bells,  which  fell  to  the  ground,  the 
wooden  covet  of  the  Ileple  beii^  fet  on  fire  by  thunder  in  the  year  1666 
or  1667.   . 

The  {MToduds  of  thefe  iflanda  are  only  o^,  common  barley,  coaeyw 
fkins,  fifh,  oil  and  butter ;  which  laft,  the  tenants,  being  obliged  to  pay 
by  weighty  without  reijpe^  to  its  goodn^fe  whea  they  make  it,  they  put 
4  hot  ftpue  iDto^  the  dium^  ^aat  they  may  g^t  mueh  of  the  butter,  and  in 
a  (host  tm^  which  Ha^sdceth  it  fooii  become  randd.  They  aiterwarda. 
^t  it  up  in  btfmEtUsi  and  b^auiie  fi)me  do  put  in  a  coafideraUe  quantity^ 
of  dry  £alt  to  maJte  k  weigh  weH,^  they  pi^ee  it  in  ieveral  pbce^  with  a: 
wimble  for  difcovering  the  cheati. 

They  carry'  their  vi<au^  ordinarly  to  Zedand  (in  which  iflandk  diere^ 
gcow^  ikOC  &>  mwhcevefj^ yeaf  a&  would  laaaxntain  die.  inhabitants  three^ 
montl^)  or  Nocway^  and  feiaetinies^  to^  Leithi 

It  i€^  aH  foW  by  weight}  aifid  that  whick  b  eqinralent  to  a  boll  they  calll 
a  meil,  viz;  p<nmd$,  which  is  half  aa  much  again  in  quantity  as  ai 

boU,  but  (rftbe  fiffie  rate  ;  and, a  meil  o£  their  inalt:will  afford,  no  more- 
good  ale  than  a  boll  of  malt  growing  in  the  fouth,. 

B^caufe  $^1  the  land*.  (e«;epting  the  parifh  of  Harra,  in  the  weft  end^ 
and  brofiieieft  partof  tfae  Mainland,  and  far  firom  the  fea)  ia  dunged  with* 
fearwaire^  th^  ale  is*  ihaip  ;  and  all  ilrangers  for  the  firil  mondi  or  fixb 
•wef  k^  a^e  troubled  with  a  litlie  diarrhea^  wherein  there  is  no  hazard* 

They  gathfut  tWfea^ware  (whfch  is^  frequondy  and  elpecially  caft  outr 

by  the  fea.)  into  hea^,  which,  being  putrified,  aflfordeth  a  very  bad  fmell,, 

and  many  infeds  which  the  ftlerlings  do  feed  upon^  and  therefore  it  is  or*^ 

dinfuryto  ft^Jitin4lr«^  of  thefe  birds. upon  each  he^qpu 

;    AB  th^t  Iflands  are  high  and  rocky,  Accepting  Sanda  and  Burra.     The- 

3  L.  inhabitants. 
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inhabitants  at  tlie  weft  end  of  the  Mdnland,  and  at  the  eaft,  but  efpecial- 
ly  thofe  in  Copinfhay,  purchafe  a  greit  many  feathers,  by  taking  the  fea 
fowles  from  off  the  high  rocks,  letting  down  a  man  widi  a  flrong  rope 
about  his  middle,  and  he  throweth  the  "birds  into  the  boat  attending 
below. 

The  hight  and  fteepnefs  of  thefe  rocks  are  incredible,  but  by  thofe  that 
have  feen  them. 

Sometimes  very  big  whales  will  be  put  on  fhoar.  The  Laird  of  Mains, 
then  heritour  of  Burra,  got  a  great  ball  of  fpermaceti  caft  out  of  the  fea 
upon  one  oE  his  illands,  which  he  fent  to  London,  and_  got  confiderably 
for  it. 

In  the  year  1664,  a  merchant  in  Kirkwall  having  fold  by  retail  feve- 
ral  barrels  of  whale  oil,  when  the  laft  of  them  was  half  fpent,  a  woman 
regretted  to  him  that  fhe  had  got  from  this  man  very  bad  and  thick  oil, 
wherewith  (he  could  not  get  her  wool  greafeA  He  having  told  me  ci 
this,  and  letting  me  fee  fome  of  it,  I  lent  him  my  prefs,  whereby,  put- 
ting it  in  a  linnen  bag,  he  did  feperate  the  chI  from  that  which  is  called 
fpermaceti,  whereof  he  got  two  three  pounds.  It  having  been  long 
amongft  the  dl,  had  contraded  a  very  rancid  fmell,  and  browniOi  coloiur, 
neither  of  which  qualities  I  knew  how  to  remove,  and  therefore  he  fold 
it  at  Edinburgh  at  twelvepence  or  a  (hilling  the  ounce.  From  hence  it  is 
evident  that  conerit  hath  got  a  wrong  name ;  moreover,  it  is  not  every 
fort  of  wiiales  which  affoardeth  that  fubftance,  which  is  altogether  fulphu- 
reous  and  inflamable. 

Thefe  Iflands  abound  with  wild  fowls,  plovers  j  doves  which  make 
theii:  nefts  in  the  rocks ;  fwans,  ducks,  &c. ;  geUe  of  feveral  forts,  and 
particularly  clock  geife,  which  come  thither  in  the  end  of  harveft,  and 
go  away  immediately  before  the  (pring  j  yet  Monteith  of  Egilfliay  in- 
formed me,  that  one  year  they  did  hatch  their  eggs  in  his  Hohne, 
which  confirmed  me  in  my  unbelieving  that  thefe  geife  are  generate  out 
i^f  trees. 

For  I  have  not  only  feen  art  old  tree  ML  of  thofe  (hells,  like  to  mufcles,- 
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wherein  they  are  faid  to  be  found,  but  aMb  frefli  ftern  pofts  of  fliipa, 
which  no  man  would  belieye  to  be  fix  months  wrought. 

But  they  have  no  patridges  at  all,  nor  ordinary  black  crows  (only,  in 
the  four  years  of  my  abode  there,  I  faw  once  three  of  them  three  miles 
weft  of  the  town),  but  abundance  of  thofe  which  have  black  heads  and 
wings,  with  grey  bodies  :  they  have  alio  many  ravens,  which  firft  pick 
out  the  eyes  of  the  lambs,  and  then  kill  them. 

There  are  no  foxes  nor  hares,  only  I  was  informed,  that  about  eighty 
years  ago  there  were  feveral,  either  white  or  black  hares,  on  the  two 
great  mountains  of  Choye,  betwixt  which,  amongft  the  heather,  much 
juniper,  affording  few,  if  any  ripe  berries.  Some  bourtrees,  birks,  raun- 
trees,  do  grow,  but  when  they  become  £b  big  as  t3o  be  ufeful  for  boats^ 
the  inhabitants  make  pine  of  thenu 

Many  of  the  Eftarifhes  trees  have  xhe/alix  bumilts  latifolia ;  and  at  the 
eaft  end  of  the  Main,  and  head  of  Deerfound,  at  Camftoun,  there  is  a 
Htde  wood,  (about  two  pair  of  huts  in  length  and  oae  broad^  and  as  taU 
as  a  man),  of  the  ordinary ^//x  angu/lifolia^  or  viminia. 

Near  to  the  town  of  Kirkwall  are  a  few  whins,  which  the  Earl  of  Orkney" 
caufed  plant  when  I  was  there,  1 6jS4.  Arthur  Buchanan  of  Soimd  inclofed 
alitde  ground,  but  the  broom  feed  did  never  appear  above  ground.  In 
the  Bifhop's  garden,  which  is  in  the  town,  are  fome  apple  and  cherry 
trees,  which,  in  an  extraordinary  hot  year,  will  produce  cherries  a  little 
red  about  Lammas.  Several  gentlemen  have  planted  aihes  and  plains 
in  their  gardens ;  but  whatfoeva:  groweth  higher  than  the  dikes  fadedi  the 
next  winter,  fo  that  you  can  never  fee  them  taller  than  the  dikes,  iave  in 
the  fummen  It  were  worth  the  difquifition,  how  this  commeth  to  paf^; 
feeing  trees  do  grow  in  Norway,,  which*  for  the  moft  part  b  more  north- 
erly. 

All  the  iflands  ane  well  fired,,  byreafon  of  the  abundance  of  mofs 
ground,  Sanda,  N.  Ronaldfliay  excepted,  wherein  are  no  peats  at  all;, 
but  the  inhabitants  bring  them  from.Etha  (betwix  which  iflands  runneth-, 
a  i|ioft  impetuous  current),  or  the  litde  ifland  befide  it,  called  the  Calf,  ©f 
Etha,  wherein  the,  Earl  of  Carrie,,  fon  to  the  £•,  of  Orkney,  built  five- 
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fait  pans,  becaufe  the  peats  there  are  Uttle  infetiour  to  coals,  m  ^fm^bk^ 
hardnefs,  and  burning  well. 

In  January  1665  the  fix)fl:  and  fnow  continued  fotnteen  days,  tiie  like 
thereof  none  then  dive  had  feen  there. 

The  horfes  are  litde,  and  go  all  barefix>t,  unlefe  the  genriemcn  pat 
flioes  upoil  the  horfes  upon  which  they  ride  themfelves. 

The  fwine  and  fheep  are  alfo  litde,  but  very  good,  two  or  tfanee  places 
'excepted,  whare  they  and  the  cows  do  eat  togedaer  fea-waire,  which  mak- 
'Cth  their  tallow  a  fitde  brownifti,  and  alfo  altereth  thdr  tafte. 

There  are  many  eagles,  efpedally  at  die  weft  end  of  liie  Main,  axMl 
in  Qioye.  I  was  very  well  informed,  that  an  eagle  (fid  take  up  a  fwad^ 
died  child  a  month  oU,  which  die  mother  had  laid  domi  uatill  fhe  went 
to  the  back  of  the  peat-ftack  at  Honton-head,  aiid  carried  it  to  CBioye, 
viz.  4  miles,  which  being  discovered  by  a  travdler,  who  heaid  the  la-» 
mentataotjs  of  the  mother,  ^Dur  men  went  prefendy  thither  in  a  boat, 
and,  JcDowing  die  eagle'^s  iieft,  found  the  child^  withoat  any  pogodice 
done  to  it 

There  are  alfo  many  ha^odcs,  but  die  befl  is  diat  of  the  Fair  Ifle,  ly- 
ing 30  miles  from  Orkney,  and  as  far  from  Zedand  ;  lb  that  hid  Higfat  is 
that  long.  From  the  top  of  the  eaftmoft  mountain  in  Choye,  aboitt  one 
afternoon  for  10  or  12  days,  and  an  hour's  time  in  45ie  midcHc  of  June 
and  July,  the  fun  fhining  there  appearedi  a  great  light,  like  to  that  of  the 
fun  refleSed  from  a  large  miiror,  to  any  Handing  at  the  Bow  «*  dbief 
houfe  in  Ghoye,  which  is  upon  the  north-weft  comer  of  the  ifle,  and  2 
miles  diflant  from  the  top  df  the  mountain,  to  which  the  Lair4e  of  Haites, 
then  heretour  of  Choye,  had  fent  feveral  times  men  to  iearch  the  {^ace 
reflecting  the  K^t,  but  they  could  find  nothing  extraordinaiyj  which 
Hales  told  myfelf.  At  the  foot  of  this  mountain  I  did  fee  a  very  large 
four  comer'd  free  ftone,  lying  altogether  above  ground,  and  imder  it 
runneth  a  little  ftripe  of  water  not  a  foot  Iwoad. 

There  are  no  extraordinary  Hg  ftones  near  to  it^  neidi^  the  appear- 
ance of  any  quarry  out  of  Which  it  was  digged.  Yet  it  was  (b  big,  tJiat 
Slaving  a  round  bole  in  the  ©pper  fide,  I  went^down  tfcerAy,  and  Amnd 
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two  beds  laewei  out  with  irons^  and  a  Ikde  trance  betwixt  tkeit^  the  one 
beiag  £ot  a  man,  alike  wide  from  end  to  end,  and  the  other  for  a  wo- 
man,  beii^  much  wider  in  the  middle,  that  it  might  hold  Iter  belly  when 
with  child.     It  doth  moft  refemble  the  cabin  of  a  fmall  fhip. 

At  Deernefs  and  in  Gremfie  wene  two  leed  mines  of  old  ^  but  i^w 
Gremfie  afibrdeth  only  :Qates  for  thatching  of  hou^Gei.  I  did  never  j(ee 
lig^r  artichockfi  than  there,  where  alfo  carrots,  parfhipps,  &cc.  do  grow 
to  great  bignefs  y  and  I  was  informed  by  the  owmer,  ^at  at  Birfa  ixe  had 
once  a  cabbage- ftock  which  weighed  32  pounds. 

In  Egilftiay  and  Thievefholme,  fo  called  becaufe  of  old  the  gibbet 
ftood  here,  is  found  a  grofF  fort  of  fand,  whitifli,  and  like  corall  in 
Ihape. 

In  Thief  Vholme,  I  found  of  it  not  only  whitifh,  but  alfo  another 
fcMt  very  reddifh,  and  about  an  inch  long.  The  inhabitjints  talse  of  this 
fand  which  is  ia  EigiHhay,  4Mid  do  iuix  it  with  Ume  ibroqght  Jr^m  Forth ; 
tiben  make  an  heap  of  it  till  the  next  year,  after  vrhkk  they  plaUler  with 
it  their  houfes  without,  which  preferveth  them  much  and  long  Aom  the 
injuries  of  rain. 

In  Deerfound,  and  about  the  ^land  Daoiiay^  ate  oyftets^  w;Iuch  are 
taLen  at  low  water,  by  piercis^  them  with  ijpits  c^iron  as  they  lyamongft 
the  rocks. 

Bees  are  fo  taxe  there,  that  a  yoiu^  man,  in  die  ^nd  of  Ajpril,  iiopt 
the  fkep  (which  a  lady  had  taken  thither  from  Angus)  with  a  pi^ece  of 
a  peat.  About  8  days  thereafter,  {he  Laird  going  to  look  after  ttem^ 
found  them  ^  dead.  Hid  family  .being  conveeaed,  he  ii^quired  who 
had  done  it.  The  a<flor  ^d  confidently  anfwer,  that  vpoa  (vdx  a  day  he 
did  k,  becaufe  they  we«  all  flyiiz^aW^. 

About  I^amfnaB, .  t^  iah^t^nte  dofofnetimes  fend  a  boat  or  two  4d 
miles  weft,  to  an  ifland  called  Stack,  (which  is  ^moil  Uke  to  the  Bais,  and 
lyeth  40  miles  north  from  IStranaver),  n^ejce  th^  get  abundance  of  folan 
geefe ;  and  this  is  the  place  to  which  thofe  which  biuld  in  the  Bafs  do  all 
go  lifter  ;A|iguft  car  Sei^t^^er,  froqfi  whi^  :th«f^.if?ft»A  again  w  the 
ipring^.;:  ■  :  _  \  -.,.'%  -  :.- ::-  :.-*.:• 
. :  Near 
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Near  to  this  is  another  ifle,  cafled  Selch-fceny,  to  which  they  go  aHo- 
m  the  winter,  when  there  is  a  ftrong  froft  and  cahn.  There  they  KIT 
many  feals,  which  diey  find  lying  on  the  ille,  and  bring  away  their  fkinsr 
and  fat 

The  ewes  in  Orknay  have  ordinarly  2  Iambs,  frequendy  3,  and  fome- 
dmes  4 ;  and  I  was  informed  by  a  gendeman  there,  that  one  of  his  ewes 
cfid  at  one  time  bring  forth  4  Iambs,  3  whereof  were  kme  in  their  fore- 
legs, and  went  on  their  kneesa 


iWCOUNT  of  the  CURRENT  of  tbe  TIDES  about  the  ORCADESi- 
by  MryiA'^*  Mackaile,  communicated  by  him  to  Sir  Robert- 
Murray,  Frejident  of  tbe  Royat  Society^  and  publijbed  by  him  in* 
No. 

In  Faray  Sound,  betwixt  the  ifles  of  Fairy  and  Etha  in  Orkney,  the 
fea  runneth  N.  £•  for  die  fpace  of  duree  hours  in  flowing,  and  9  hoiu:» 
S»  W»  in  ebbing. 

This  is  die  courfe  of  the  tfdie  only  in  die  middle  of  die  Sound,  which< 
is  but  one  mile  broad. 

TTie  next  ifle  to  Faray,  towards  die  S.  W.,  is  Weftray,  which  is-  an 
ifle  about  5  miles  in  lengdi,  and  3  or  4  miles  in  breaddi.  Upon  the 
S.  E.  fide  of  this  ifland,  ^thin  a  mile  of  die  ftioar,  lyeth  another  litde 
ifle,  which  is  not  half  a  mile  in  circumference*  &  and  S.  W.  &om  thefe 
two  iflands  is  Weftray  Futh,  8  miles  in  breaddi^  nmning  betwixt  them 
and  the  ifland  called  Raufa. 

Through  this  firdi  the  Englifli:  fliips  do  ordinarily  pa&  in  their  courfe 
to  Iceland 

While  the  fea  runneth  fix>m  W.  ta  E.  in  flowing  through  diis  Weftra 
Frith,  there  are  no  greater  furges  dian  in  any  other  place  of  the  fea ;  and 
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in  a  calm  day,  it  is  as  fmooth  as  any  lake,  though  there  is  conftantly  a 
great  current  in  the  flux  aud  reflux  of  the  fea ;  yet  at  the  S.  E.  end  of 
the  forementioned  little  ifland,  the  fea  no  fooner  be^ns  to  run  weflward 
in  ebbing,  but  there  beginneth  a  furge  to  appear,  which  continually  en- 
crefleth  untill  the  ebb  be  half  fpent ;  and  afterwards  it  decreaflTeth  until! 
it  .be  low  water,  at  which  time  there  appeareth  no  fuch  thing.  Eaft  and 
weft  from  this  great  furge,  there  are  fome  few  leflTer  furges  feen,  which 
are  gradually  lefs  towards  the  eaft  and  weft,  after  this  manner ; 


I 


I 


'  I  having  occafion  to  pais  that  way  in  a  little  boat,  when  we  had  p^^fed 
t>ver  die  eaftmoft  furges,  and  were  beginning  to  afcend  the  biggefl;,  upon 
the  10th  of  April,  at  one  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon^  the  furge  before 
us  was  fo  high,  that  it  intercepted  the  light  of  die  fun^  and  fome  degrees 
of  the  firmament  above  it 

This  furge  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length.  When  there  is  any 
wind,  which  occalioneth  a  braldng  of  die  tops  of  the  furges,  there  is  no 
pafling  that  way.  The  current  of  the  dde  is  fo  fbong  there,  that  diere 
is  no  need  of  fails  or  of  oars,  fave  only  to  dired  the  boat  as  dodi  the 
helm. 

MS.  Adv.  Lib.  EiBnburgb. 
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The  ACTS  of  BAILlAKYJbr  executing  of  Jujltce  through  the  County: 

^f  Oekkey* 

i 

Curia  capitalis  vice  comitatus  de  Orkney  et  2l^and,  tenta  apud 
; .  KiiilB^^vanv  in  dodnto  n^ 
,    hoDoimfrtles  Tiros,  tiil  .'HensricuQi  fitewMrtwa  dir  OirHAgre^  et 

MilgkGbrum  GWdMimain  LiiTOgftonenv  we  comiteft  de|iuiatAS  d»* 
i'  ttr  'fids:  co^Dittitiik)  feptmi0  ^  wmfift  Ncyrcmbna^  aimo  Doir»al 

millefioao  fexcentefuna  et  decimo  quinai 

;^   ^  y^f  PREAMBLE  tf»^  CAU3E  f  t»e  ACTS  JUhwht^^ 


'  iTh^  which  day,  forafintich  a*  fin  and  irnqliity  fe  and  ha?  been  tfie^ 
caufe  of  God's  heavie  pleagues  and  judgements,  aipid  the  caufe  of  great 
d^fdfetibn  in  the  kirk  and  pdlky  within  the  country,  for  laike  of  difci- 
pline  and  putting  of  the  ads  of  the  chvaxh  into  execution,  which  has 
been  meikle  complained  upon  in  times  pall,  and  ficklike  that  there  has 
been  great  ignorance  of  his  facrad  Maities  royal  fupreame  authority,  in 
praftifing  of  forreign  and  uncoth  laws,  contrairy  to  the  adts  of  Par- 
lisdnferit  aAd  Secret  Council  made  thereanent,  and  likewife  that  there  has 
been  great  defolations,  no  common  well,  diforder,  trouble,  injuries,  and 
wrongs,  amongft  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  for  laike  of  government, 
adminiftratione,  and  putting  the  famen  to  due  execution  2  Therefore,  it 
is  ftatute  and  ordained  by  the  flierrife-depute,  with  advice  and  confent  of 
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tfie  gentlemen  fuitors  of  court,  and  commons,  all  with  ane  advice,  con- 
fent  and  aflent,  as  after  follows,  viz. 

Act  2»     Anent  the  putting  of  the  ABs  of  the  Kirk  in  execution^. 

An  the  firft  place,  it  is  ftatute  and  ordained,  for  puniihing  of  fin  and- 
vice,  that  the  ad:s  of  the  Church  made  and  to  be  made  by  the  minifters 
and  their  SeflSon  9f  Church,  againft  tranfgreffours  and  finners,  be  put*  in- 
due execution  with  all  rigour,  in  example  for  others  to  doe  the  like  ;s 
and  to  this  effedl,  the  Baillies  of  each  parifh,  and  his  officer,  incurr  and 
affift  your  minifters,  dders  and  officers,  in  putting  of  all  fuch  ads  and 
ftatutes  made  and  to  be  made  in  their  Seffions  of  Church,  to  due  execu- 
tion as  faid  is,  for  maintenance  of  God's  worihip,  keeping  of  the  Sab- 
bath, fuppreffing  all  idolatry,  efpecially  of  vralks  and  pilgrimages,  and 
all  other  vices,  and  punifhing  the  refraftive  and  difobedient  to  their  dif- 
oipline,  under  the  pain  of  deprivatione  and  payment  of  10  pounds^  to^ 
be  employed  in  pious  ufes. 

Act  3.     Ancnt  the  Obedience  to  bis  MajeJHes  Laws^  and  Provijionfor 

Armour. 

Item^  it  is  ftatbte  and  ord^ned,  that  all  manner  of  perfons,  of  what-^ 
fiimever  rank,  quality,  or  pedigree,  fhall  honour  their  dread  Sovereign  ^ 
die  King's  Majefty,  and  fubmite  themfdves  widi  all  reverence  to  his  au- 
thority, in  obeying   his  laws,   ads,  ftatutes  and  conftitutions,  and  re-- 
noimcing  all  forreign  laws,  ads,  ftatutes  and ,  conftitutions;  quha^m- 
ever,  obferved  heretofore,  under  the  pains  contained  in  the  ads  pi  Par-^ 
liament  and  moft  Honourable  Privie  Council  made  thereaneQt ;  and  that 
all  men,  according  to  their  aid  and  degree,  provide  themielves  in  fuffi- 
cient  armour,. according  to  their  eftate,  aiad  be  in  readi^iqib  to  ferve  hi» 
Majeftie,  or  his  deputs  prefent,  or  that  fliall  be  for  tl^e  tia^e,  foF  fup:* 
preffing  and  withftanding  the  incurfions  of  perrils,  and  other  tumultuous  • 
per&nes,,as  they  will  be  anfwerable  upon  the  higheft  perrill. 

3  M  AcTr 
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Act  4.     Ancrtt  the  Careful  DtreSing  of  the  Corfs. 

Itauy  It  is  ftatate  and  ordained,  to  the  eiFed  that  ilk  houfe  and  hxmXy 
flxall  carefully  and  diligendy  dired:  the  corfs,  according  to  the  order  and 
cuftbmij,  to  his  next  tid^boors,  T^rith  ane  fufficient  bearer,  for  adtno- 
rsiSkksi^  Ihe  people  eithw  to  conveen  to  church,  for  preaching  or  prayers, 
OT  for  his  Rfe|e^s  fervice,  and  fuch  other  neceflaty  caufes,  as  ftudl  be 
:thotight  e5g>edient  by  the  rainifter^iherriffs,  infWtufionefs,  or  theb  baillies, 
and  fh^  not  Ihy  or  lay  Atmn  the  fame,  but  dired  it  vnAi  aH  dilligence, 
^upoix  the  ^receipt  thereof,   under  the  pain  of  7  pounds  Scots  toties 

Act  5.     ^nent  the  Marking  of  Pundlars  and  Bifmars. 

lutn^  It  isftatiite  and  ordained,  that  all  pundlars  and  bifmars'be  marked 
•with  his  Majefties  mark,  betwixt  and  the  day  of 

next  to  come,  under  the  pain  of  10  pounds  Scots  for  the  firft  fault,  and 
jdoubjing  of  the  faid  pain  fo  oft  as  fhall  hapen  to  tran%re(s  thereafter ; 
rand  that  by  and  attour  the  aft  of  Parliament  made  thereanent,  and  pains 
jcontained  therdntill,  and  punilhment  be  inflided  upon  the  contemnors 
iiereof. 

Act  6.     Anent  the  Weight  of  Ca/Jies. 

Awn,  It  is  ftatttte  aind  o*dwned,  tiiat  no  caflpe  be  heavier  than  a  half 
fetdng  ^^v^Kt,  corifonn  to  the  old  ftatutcis  made  thereanent,  under  the 
pain  of  40  IhilL  Sbots  for  the  firft  fault,  and  doubfing  thereof  for  Ae  fe- 
cond  fauh,  aad  confifcarione  of  the  viftuall  contained  therein  for  the 
durd  fauk ;  and  Aat  by  and  attour  the  puniihment  of  dieir  perfons  at 
Aewfflof  the  ju<%e^ 
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Act  7*     Ancnt  Herding  of  Goods^  and  putting  them  without  Dykes ;  the 

Sufficiency  of  Dykes. 

Iteniy  It  is  ftatute  and  ordained,  that  good  neighbourhood  be  keeped 
amoQgfi  neighboiw  in  iUk  parQchioie.  in  all  tixxiie  conunic^g,  in  bigging  of 
their  dikea  yearly,  zxA  putting  of  thjeir-  fwine  to  the  hill  before  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  Maixh,  keeping  and  herding  of  their  fheep  before  the  iaid 
day  of  Aprils,  and  keeping  of  their  horfe,  nolt^  and  other  b^all  before 
the  firft  day  of  May,  under  the  pain  of  40  fhiU. .  Scots,  to  be  payd  to 
the  ftxertif  or  his  deputes ;  and  in  cafe  of  contraveening  and  ba;ealdng 
hereof,  fo  that  neighbours  be  damnified  and  hurt,  by  others  not  timeous 
dyking  and  herding,  as  is  above  written,  in  that  cafe  the  coitraveener  to 
pay  to  the  party  interefted  and  fkaithed  as  follows,  viz,  before  Lammas 
fhall  pay  for  ilk  ftieep  3  fhilL,  and  for  ilk  fwine  10  fhilL,  for  each, 
horfe,  nolt,  and  mairt  4  fhilL  toties  quoties  ;.and  after  Lammas  fhall  pay 
the  double  of  ilk  paine  toiies  quoiicf^  a$  they,  or  any  of  then;i,  ihall  be 
foujcid  within  the  dykes,  and  lawfully  tryed  before  tba  bailUe  of  the  pa* 
roch  to  have  been  in  their  neighbours^  fkaith* .  The  dykes-  being  made  * 
lawful!  and  iufficient  ctf  the  gaje  of  5  quarters  hight  the  uttear  dike,  and 
their  corn  and  keill  yard  dikes  to  be  of  the  height  of  7  quarters  hight, , 
according  to  the^  ftajndard  of  the  country :  Likeas,, .  immediately  after  the  - 
tryall  of  the  faid  bailUea,  it  fhall  be.lawfum  to. him  to  poind  and  uplift  the 
faid  pains,  and  that  by  and  attour  the  conapryfing  of  the  fkaith  and  pay- 
ment of  the  fum^  conform  lo  the  jdaily  pra£lice  obferved.in  fuch  cafes. 

Act  8.     jifiatt  iSrinds  and  the  Cloftng  thereof  \ 

J&m^  It  is  flaftirte  and  ordaSned,  that  all  grinds*  and  flops^  on  all  higb. - 
waya  fhall  be  clofed  by  all  fkangera  thajt  enter  thereby,  in  fuch  fort  as  ; 
they  open  the  i^d  ^inds  and  gets,  they  fhall;  be  holden  incontinendy  to  > 
clofe  the  famen  again  under  tlw  pain  of  40  fhiUi  Scots  toties  quoties,  and 
xno  common  ^ioda  or  gets  to  be  ftoped  or  clofed  up  that  has  not  been  of  ' 
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old  and  not  neceflar  or  needfully  to  be  under  the  psun  of  10  pounds 

.Scots. 


Act  9.    ^nent  Feeing  of  other  Mens  Servants. 

Item^  It  is  (latute  and  ordained,  that  it  {hall  not  be  lawfum  to  any  p»- 
fone  or  perfones,  to  fie,  liyre,  or  conduce  any  other  man's  fenrants,  ex- 
t:ept  they  be  dilcharged  by  their  mafters,  or  they  difcharge  their  mailers 
lawfullie,  40  days  before  any  lawful  term  ;  and  that  gentlemen,  boundf- 
inen,  nor  no  others  receire  any  fuch  perfons,  nor  give  them  hofpitality, 
iXior  entertainment,  nor  yet  to  fet  to  them  houfes,  nor  receive  fupport,  nor 
^fupply  any  vagabounds,  idle  men,  nor  unlawful  women,  under  the  pain 
«of  10  pound  Scots  ioties  quoties. 

Act  10.     Jnent  RancelUng  ^f  Tbefi. 

Itenty  It  is  ftatute  and  ord^dned,  for  efTewing  of  theft  in  time  comming, 
that  it  be  lawfum  to  the  party  interefted  with  the  baillie  or  o£Bcer  of  their 
paroch,  or  two  or  three  honeft  men  to  be  chofen  by  him,  to  raife,  fearch, 
and  feek  all  houfes,  and  fufpe<fi  places  within  the  iamen,  and  if  ndd  beis, 
in  cafe  of  fufpicion,  to  pafs  to  the  next  paroch,  or  beyond  the  famen;  and 
to  this  effeft  ordains  the  baillie  of  each  paroch,  or  the  ofEcer,  to  concurr 
with  the  party  intereft  in  manner  forlaid,  for  apprehending  thereof  as 
they  will  effew  to  be  repute  and  holden  as  partakers  of  die  (aids  crimes. 

Act  11.     Jnent  Riding  of  other  Mens  Horfes. 

Item^  It  is  flatute  and  ordained,  that  whatfumever  perfone  or  perfones 
fhall  be  tryed,  or  apprehended  to  have  ridden  another  man's  horfe,  with- 
out licience  of  the  owner,  within  the  parochine  where  the  owner  of  the 
horfe  dwells,  fhall  pay  to  the  fherreif,  or  his  deputes,  the  fum  of  6  pounds 
of  Scots  money ;  and  if  he  be  foimd  without  the  parochine  where  the 
©wner  dwells,  fhall  pay  the  double  of  the  f^d  paine  j  and  ferder,  accord- 
ding 
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tRng  to  the  diftance  of  the  paroch  out  of  which  the  (aid  horfe  (houM  be 
l:aken,  fhall  triple  and  quadruple  the  faid  pdne,  effeirand  to  die  fevearell 
paroches  wherethrough  it  fhall  happen  them  to  ride  the  (aid  horfe  :  Like- 
wife,  it  fhall  not  be  lawfum  to  any  perfone  or  perfones,  to  cut  or  fleall 
another  man's  horfe  tail!,  under  the  pain  of  ten  pounds  Stems-;  and  if  the 
lyders,  fteallers,  or  cutters  fbrfsdd,  fhall  have  no  money  to  fatidfie  there* 
fore  proporfionally  as  above  written,  then  they  are  to  btf  punifhed  in 
then:  perfons,  effeirand  to  the  deed  and  offence,  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
judge. 

Act  12.     Anent  Buying  and  Selling  with  other  Mens  Servants. 

Item  J  It  is  flatute  and  ordained,  that  no  man  (educe  any  bargain,  ncn: 
fell  with  any  man's  fervant  by  the  knowledge  of  ius  mafter,  as  diey  t^ 
effew  to  be  punifhed  as  receiptors  of  theft ;  and  it  being  tryed,  the  gear 
to  be  reflored  to  the  right  owner,  butt  payment  of  the  price  thereof,  or 
thing  receaved  for  the  famen. 

Act  13.     Anent  Slaying  and  Selling  of  Flejb. 

Itemy  It  is  ftatute  and  ordained,  that  no  flefhers,  or  other  buyers  and 
flayers  of  flefh,  fhall  fell  to  any  inhabitant  within  the  town,  nor  without 
the  famen,  as  flefhars,  untill  the  time  they  come  to  the  baillie  of  the  quar- 
ter, and  fhow  him  the  beafl,  the  mark,  and  the  man's  name  from  whom 
he  bought  the  fame,  who  fhall  be  holden  to  commit  the  buyers  name  it^ 
write,  together  witfi  the  bead,  and  the  ma^  thereof,  and  frae  whom  and 
what  time  the  faimen  was  bought,  as  the  fkyers  and  fdlers  of  the  faid 
beafl  will  eflew  to  be  holden  and  repute  as  fleallers  thereof. 

Act  14.     Anent  Sluggtjh  and  Idle  Petfons. 

Itemy  Forafmuch  as  there  are  many  unconfbnt,  fluggifh,  and  idle  per- 
fons, who,  leaving  fJervice,  ^ves  themfdves  to  traffeO,  igdid  pJay  the  mer- 
chant, 
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dk^V  ^n^  afittn^  thQ  r^psffoftipn  of  Qhj^  aod  ftv^i^gei^  to  net  aivd  uiu^T 
l^e^^  aa^  r^ft  and  gp  oa  iWpboard  under  cloud  of  night,  or  privatdy,. 
under  colour  «f  buyii^  a^  dMng  of  ainrcbaiidice^  «iad  good^  uader  the 
pretax  thereof,  they  plqke  aad  fteall  both  fi^om  the  comatomty  pwple  tp 
£eU  10  theni,  and  Bcom  thooa  to  the  cowtay  p^pfo  j  For  req^^id  whwo^ 
It  b  ftatute  aod  wd^loied,  that  «o  (xKh  peribna  0iaB  bauat,  oor  tca&^ 
Qor  £reque0|t  €»  fhipboard  of  aay  iib-s^pigcpr^  do^ei:,  buying  oi:  M&og  coer- 
chant^ce  or  goodd  und^r  ^atfumeve r  psoteKt  or  coUmr^  but  fyck  as  Aail 
be  allowed  or  appro ven  by  the  baillie  of  the  paroch  where  they  dm^eU, 
and  for  whom  the  laid  baillie,  or  one  or  two  honeft  men  of  die  paroch,' 
ihall  be  anfwerable,  under  the  pajpr  of  40  fhilL,  and  warding  of  their 
,  perfones,  for  the  firft  feult,  and  doubling  of  the  faid  paine  for  the  fecond 
iSwlti.  mA  fo  Iwth^  ty^lU^  aod  qu^d]nj|>lipg  the  faid  paiae  and  puniih-^ 
'tMiH,^  li  ioft  «»tb<^  ikwU.l^a^pQi^.tp.ci>aw.iathe  Q^^       thereof 

Act.  151.    Akcnt  lie  Ihm/portir^  ofVage^Smdrto  j^etfand. 

Bcm^  Fotafmuch  as  it  ia  heavily  complained  upon  by  the  inhabitants : 
of  Zedand,  of  the  great  refbrt  and  repair,  partly  of  fturdy  beggars,  and 
partly  of  vagabonds,  from  Orknayi  Caithnels,  and  other  forreign  places^ , 
-Viiba  fi^Kv^^a^di  ^beggs  ^  Qv^yi^  th«.  coDotry,^  l^  begg^j:!^  fieaUing^. 
I^^Qg)  a»d  ^ptpwfljAg  thfi  intohk^nl^tltfg^f ;  Thesr^bre  it  «  ftatute  aod 
m^xxy^^  <^  q«^naaft^  of  ftnp^  bajcque^  bi9a<;,  jaor  cr^w,  tran^ort  any 
%^  vm^m  ^  npfkmm^  noi;  iw  o^iym^  who^  uod«r  oottour  and  pattest 
^  iik^  ^  nm^iwi*y  wtw4l  %'  M^tt.  tQ  ^  ^  couotry  tQ.  buy  the. 
«0m«)«di^  thecegl*,  \»^  pvejin^oer  of  t|ufepayiMnt  cif  hi$  M^efti«g  duties, 
1^  2MEie  A^Scki^  ti^lipifmdii  oc  wanand.  of  th«  fiiekxeif  or  hk  de^utis;^ 
granted  and  ha^^  ^  ^fi^^  wdw  til^  i^  oS.  20  s^u£Kk  Sicot&. 

Um>  Ihv^zim^^^}^^^^         wd  bk  chambedaim ve  nieijkk  pre^ 
j)idi»d!  )«M$;(  bf  tiM»:t^^  in  the 

/  yearly 
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yearly  paym*-  of  the  fruits,  rents,  and  duties  due  to  be  payd  by  them,  by 
feHmg  their  beftiall,  butter,  oyte^  and  vi^ud,  before  the  laids  chamb^f- 
lains  be  fatisfyed  and  payed. 

Therefore^  it  is  ftatute  and  ordained,  that  no  fuch  perfons  /(hall  fell, 
analzie,  difpone,  nor  put  away  any  beftial,  butter,  nor  pyle  before  St  Ap-. 
drews  day  yearly^  nor  any  viiSual^  bear,  malt,  or  meaU,  tifl  the  firft  of 
Lammas  yearly,  that  his  MiyefUes  rej^  be  fatis^^ed  and  payed^  under  the 
pam  of  fourty  pounds  Scote,  and  that  by  and  attour  the  deoreft  .pryces^ 
and  higheft  fiars  that  can  be  exadled  of  diem  by  law^  eiccgpt  to  the  town, 
of  Kirkwall^  or  then  a  licience  be  granted  upon  the  reafonaUe  oaufe. 

Act  17«     Aaent  the  Enter taimng  of  Beggars^ 

Itetn^  Forafmuch  as  there  is  a  great  r^air  of  poor  beggare^  fbranger^^ 
idle,  and  vagabond  perfons  thsrt  overlays  the  country,  who  have  not  been 
bom  nor  brought  up  in  the  country,  contrary  to  the  laUdaWe  laws  made 
thereanent,  Therefore  it  is  flatute  and  ordained,  that  no  man  fiif^ort,  fup- 
ply,  nor  intertain  the  faids  peulbns,  nor  .grant  hofpit^ity  to  them^  und^^ 
the  psun  of  40  {hillings  Scots ;  and  fikdike  that  :no  man  tran^ort  nor 
l)ring  within  the  country,  any  fuch  perfonis  in  time  comming^  omder  thtf 
psun  of  40  flulL ;  and  conform  to  the  faids  a£fcs,  the  faid  pei'fons,  and 
every  one  of  them,  may  repaire  to  their  own  country  and  paroch ;  and 
that  ilk  paroah  intertain,  iiqpply^  and  fuftain  their  own  ppol:^  according  to 
the  will  and  ordinance  thereof  in  all  points  :  And  in  cafe  any  fuch. perfons 
fhall  be  found  going  hereafter  without  their  iaid  parodies,  then  it  fhall  be 
lawfum  to  the  finder  and  appr^ender  to  j)ut  them  to  the  baiilie  of  the 
paroch,  to  be  punifhed  as  idle  vagabonds  in  the  joggs  or  (locks ;  and  if 
the  baiilie  abfent  himfelf,  or  refiife  to  caafe  punilh  them  conform  to  the 
premiffes,  or  to  put  them  to  the  fherreif  ot  his  deputs  prefent,  or  that 
fhall  happen  to  be  for  the  time,  he  (hall  be  holden  to  pay  to  the  fherrie£ 
OT  lus  deputs  the  fum  of  20  Z*.  Scots  mony* 

Act 
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Act  18.     Jnent  the  Concealling  of  Tbefty  and  Sin  of  Witcbcnft  an(f 

Waitb. 

'  Item^  It  is  ftatute  and  ordained,  that  no  perfone  or  perfones  of  any- 
rank,  quality,  or  degree,  fhall  hide  or  conceal  any  kind  of  theft,  forcerie, 
nor  witchcraft,  bloodwrong  nor  injuries,  robery,  oppreffion,  wrack  or 
waith,  but  IhaB  impairt,  (hew  and  diredl  the  fame  to  their  baillies,  or  to 
their  flieirreif  deputs,  as  they  will  eflew  to  be  holden  and  repute  as  par- 
takers thereof,  and  puniflied  therefore,  conform  to  the  laws  and  pra^que: 
of  this  r^aline. 

Act  19.     Anent  the  Putting  of  tbeforefaid  A&s  in  Executiom 

*  And  finally,  It  is  ftatute  and  ordained  by  the  faid  Iherreif-deputes, 
Aat  the  baillie  of  ilk  paroch  fhall  make  publication  th^eof  at  their  paroch 
diurch  door,  wherby  none  pretend  ignorance  of  the  premifles ;  and  that 
the  faids  a^s,  and  every  one  of  them,  they  fhall  putt  to  due  execution,  in 
dife  haill  heads,  articles,  and  claufTes  thereoi^  for  mainteaance  of  God's 
wwfhip,  the  reverend  obedience  of  his  Majefties  moft  royall  and  fupream 
authority  tod  liaws,  and  for  the  good  and  peace  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land ;  and,  in  cafe  it  fhalt  happen,  the  f^dds  baillies,  or  any  of  them,  to  be^ 
tryed  and  found  to  have  opprefled  and  wronged  any  perfone  or  perfones 
within  dieir  bailliary,  by  taking  of  nfllawfuB  fervice,  or  by  taking  of 
bodes  dr  brybes^  for  perverting  of  juflice,  or  in  any  fort  of  oppreffing  the 
poor,  or  doing  of  any  other  deed  of  the  like  nature  and  quality,  contrairy 
to  equity  and  reafone,  in  that  cafe  they  fhaU  be  holden  to  repaire  the 
wrongs  at  the  fight  of  Ae  fherreif-depute,  and  fhall  be  efteemed  as  un- 
worthy to  bear  office  or  order  in  any  time  comming ;  and  that  by  and 
attbur  the  due  punifhment  to  be  inflided  upon  them  according  to  the  de- 
merit of  tiifeit  fault 

Curia  capitalis  vice  comitatus  de  Orknay  et  24etland,  tenta  apud 
Kirkwam  in  infula  vocata  de  Wallhoufe,  in  Templo  St  Magni 

ibidem. 
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ibidem,  per  Honorabilem  Yirum  I>omkiwn  Ji)li«nnem'Buchi^ 
nannum  de  Scots  Craig,  mUitem,  vice  cbmitem  principakm  didi^ 
vice  comitatus,  feptimo  et  undecimb  diebus  NovembriB,  anno  Da^ 
mini  millefimo  fexcentefimo  et  vigefimo  tertio. 

•  '  .1      .  .         .  .   » 

Act  20,     ji/ie^a  the  Selling  of  ViElual^  Butter^  Bear^  Meale^  and  HeavU 

Cajfies. 

Curia  legittima  affirtnata. 

Th^  which  day,  the  faid  Iherrif  principall,  with  advice  and  confent  oC 
the  gentlemen  foitors  of  court,  and  baiilies  of  parochines^  after  long  deli- 
beration and  good  confideratione  had  by  them,  for  redrefs  of  certain  enor- 
mities and  wrongs  cruppen  in  the  country  by  iqiquity  of  time,  to'the^ 
great  prejudice  of  the  fame  and  commonwell  thereof,  ratifies  and  approves- 
the  general  adts  made  of  before,  and  walls  and  ordains  the  iamen  to  be 
put  to  due  execution  in  all  tiqae  comming ;  and,  in  fpeciall,  ratifies  that 
a£i:  n>ade  of  before,  that  no  man  fell  butter,  malt,  nor  meall  before  Lam- 
mas day  yjearly,  excqpt  .to  the  town  of  Kirkwall,  under  the  pains  contain- 
ed thereintill :  lUtem^^The  a£ts  made  anent  caflies,  that  no  caflie  be  hea- 
vier  thai>  half  of  letting,  weighty  under  the  paines  contained  in  the  afts 

made  thereanoit 

.        "    '  •  *  *        '  ■■-• 

Act  21.'    Anent  Selling 'i^  Wine..  \ 

Renty  It  is  flatute  and  ord^dned  by  the  fherreif,  with  advice  and  con^ 
fent  foriaid,  that  in  time  comming  no  fort  of  vnne  (hall  be  fold  at  ane 
higher  ca^te  than  they  lell  the  fame  in  tlie  burgh  of  Edinbiu^g,  under  .the 
pain  of  40  (hilL  /o//Vx  quoties. 

Act  22.     Anent  the  SeWing  (f  AK. 

Ittm^  It  is  fiatute  and  ordained,  with  the  advice  and  confeflt  fbreiaidl,^ 
that  Tio^  ak  be  fdd  at  ane  higher  jftice  thao  6d  per  pint  of  40  ihilling 

s  N  mdky. 
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mak:;  TiLt]»pi<tirof  Sh.  malt;  M&d  lOd  die  pint  of  4 L.  malt;  12d. 
'tbepint  of  5L.  malt;  14d«  the  pint  of  6L.  rnalt^  aini  fwafiuth  accord- 
ingly, imder  tlie  paine  of  40  dull  Scott  totUs  ^ntia. 

Act  23*     Ancnt  Shutting  in  other  Mens  Links  and  Holmes. 

Iteniy  ForaiiimcH  as  there  is  a  great  abufe  m  hounting,  fhutdngy  and 
delving  in  other  mens  links  and  holmes,  contrairy  to  tiie  a^  of  Parliament 
and  diverfe  laudable  laws  made  of  before.  Therefore,  it  is  ftatute  and 
ordained  by  the  Sherreif,  with  advice  and  confent  fbrfaid.  That  no  num 
himt  with  dogs  nor  nets,  nor  fhut  in  other  mens  links  nor  holmes,  in  time 
comming,  under  the  pains  of  40  L/s  Scots ;  nor  delve  in  the  faids  links  or 
holmes,  nor  repaire  to  the  faid  holms  without  leave  of  the  owner,  under 
the  paine  of  40  fhilL  toties  quoties^ 

Act  24.    Jnent  Selling  tf  Fi/bes. 

Item  J  It  is  ftatute  and  ordained  by  the  faid  Sherrfeif,  with  advice  and 
confent  forefaid,  Tliat  no  man  fliall  fell  fifhes  to  ftramgers,  or  packers  or 
peilers  of  fidies  within  the  coxmtry,  or  without  the  famen,  to  be  fold 
^gain,  frc«n  the  firil  of  Febraary  to  the  laft  day  of  May  yearly,  under 
the  paine  of  10  L-'s  Scots  j  and  frae  that  time  furth  they  prefer  their  neigh- 
bours, and  fell  their  faids  fifhes  to  the  country  people,  for  their  neceflity 
and  entertainment,  before  ftrangers,  if  they  require  the  fame,  under  the 
lik«  paine. 

'  Adr^; '  Anent  SeBug  (f  Butter  andvtberSy  by  way  of  Regretting. 

*    •  -    • 

///.  It  is  flatute  and  ordained,  by  the  faid  Sherrife,  with  advice  and 

confent  forfaid,  for  reflraining  of  regrating.  That  none  fell  mairts,  fifhes, 

oyle,  butter,  vi^uall,  nor  no  fort  of  vivars,  at  the  Town-road  nor  Town- 

jhead  of  &kkwaK,r'  nor  upon  the  ^hoar  thareof^  nor  widua  tbf  tqmi  to 

MaglduforlJifib|>n¥ie^i^i(d>ioti^tby  a^^  man,' to  Im  fold  ag^ 

/i  "  within 
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vvitiitn  tiie  toira,  hot  hnag  die  ikme'to  the  MefCBSt  Cmby  m  die7  wiH 
ffiewto  be  diaUeiiged  to  be  regralwB,  and  poniflxed  dwpefcnne  confomi 
to  the  £uds  iavvg  and  dayli«  pndiqoe  and  ads  of  Pariiament  made  &er^ 
anent 


Act  2&     ^;/^/i/  Cutting  of  Bent  and  Flofs. 

JUm^  It  is  ftatute  and  ordained  by  the  iacA  Sherreif,  with  advice  and 
Tonfeilt  fodUd)  That  no  peribne  &all  cat  heot  nor  pvdl  flofi,  io  time 
fiomming,  before  the  fiiA:  of  Lammas  yeaxiy,  kinder  die  paine  t&  1qU% 

6cots». 


Act  27.     Anent  the  Selling  of  Land. 

Ttemy  It,  is  ftatute  and  ordained  by  die  (aid  Sherrei^  with  ad'tdce  and 
confent  foriaid.  That  no  landed  man  nor  bounds  man  (hall  fell  land,; 
from  this  time,  to  any.perlbn  or  perfons,  unlefs  they  be  able  with  thdr 
^own  goods  and  g^ar  to  labour  in  the  Mainland  and  South  Ifles  ane  &rding 
land,  ii)  the  I^ksrth  ^  Ifles  ane  penny .  land,  under  the  pain  of  20  libs. 
Scots. 


Act  2a    Aneta  Sbeep-D^^gs. 

Item^  It  is  ftatqte  and  ordsdned.  That  it  fhall  not  be  lawfum  to  keep' 
iheep-dogs,  but  fuch  perfons  as  are  chofen  by  the  Baillies  and  parochiners,; 
whofe  names  are  taken  up  in  ilk  parochine  already,  and  for  which  they 
Ihall  be  holden  to  anfwer,,  imder  the  pain  of  10  I^'s  Scots^ 

Act  29.     Anent  gdng  to  the  Hill. 

Bem^  It  is  ftatute  and  ordained.  That  it  fhaD  not  be  lawfum  to  any/ 
iMtn,  at  any  time  of  day,  but  e^peciaOy  afi«r  fun4ettii^  and  after  fun- 
TiTm^  to  go  diro'  his  neighboured  deggand  or  omunonty  witLaoe^  ibeep*- 

3  N  2.  dc^\ 
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dog,  'extepn:UQl)0  ace<mipimed'  vritb  two .  xieigjbboursy  fioaacMs  witnefles^ 
and  if  be  isie'feuiid  ccminsdiy.td  tbe  teaor  hereof^  he  ihtU  bid  holden  topij 
^  his  ikft  fialt  6  lib.,  and  if  die  fecood  time  7  lih^  and  tftbe  third  time, 
or  under  cloud  of  night,  being  any  way  fufpede^  he  (hall  be  repute, 
liolden,  and  puniihed  as  a  comnu>n  thie£ 

Act  30.     jinent  Rowing  of  Sheep. 

Itemj  It  is  flaetqte  and'cn&uMd,  Thiat  it  ffaali  not  ^  l^twfum  to  any 
cnonMr  of  perfonsto  mw  iheqp  untill  die  dme  they  b^"  krwfiiUie  certifyed 
hj  the  Bsdllie  to  ane  competent  day,  as  they  will  eflfue  to  be  holden  and 
arepute  as  thieis,  and  pxmifhed  conform  thereto. 

Apud  Kiriwanij  primo  die  men/is  JuKi  1623* 

The  which  day,  in  prefence  of  Robert  Sinclaja  of  Campfton^ 
and.EpwARD  Sinclair  of  JEftenquoy,  Sherreif-deputs  in  Orkney,  with 
jconfent  pi  the  PrQvoft  and  Baillies  of  this  biirgh,  haying  confideration  of 
the  poverty  and  neceffity.  of  the  poor  people,  their  fcarcity.  and  want  of 
vivars  for  their  entertdnment,  and  jfor  the  great  abufe  of  foreftalling  and 
regraitbg  of  fifties,  have  ftatute  and  ordained.  That  no  inhabitants  in 
burgh  and  land  fliall  repair  to  Deamefs,  St  Andrews  paroch.  Holme,  or 
Paplay,  for  buying  of  fifties  this  pfefent  ye%r,  Under  the  paine  of  lo  libs., 
totici  q^oties. .  .  , 

And  that  the  (aid  parochoners  of  Deamefs  and  St  Andrews  that  take, 
flay,  and  fell  fiijies,  ftiaU,  with  convenient  diligence  after  they  come  to 
the  faid,  repair  to  the  tpwn  and  fell  the  faids  fifties  ^t  the  mercate,  under 
the  paine  of  10  libs.  Scots,  Mies  qaoties  it  ftiall  hapen  them  to  fell,  con- 
traveen  the  premifles,  or  any  point  above  written* 

,     ,  ,      ^  Apud  Kirwam^  \(y^  die  10^^>  1625. 

.:  The  which  day,  the  BiOiop^:  3heireif,  Baillie^  an4  f«n4rt«  odif»^  gentle^ 
inen;  bongfconvoened-for  ft^ttiijig  d^^v^ordi^how  the  enilny  ftiould  be 

refift«I 
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refiAed  m<^  of  i^Y^n,  it  was  concM^d  and  s^ffeed  >\p6ni  That  all 
<mfLnaer  of  in^en  ihall  coiiye^ci,  with  ail  poflihie  dilligenci^  at  JSotkwall,  in 
thar  I^  attir^  and  aray,  immediatdy  after  dxey  {hall,  f^  tbil  wart  of 
Whitefocd  KftU  pn  fife,  and  therefrae  to  follow  diria^tioua  front:  that  part 
of  that  any  invafion  fhall  l^e,:.  For  the  hetter  .^k^^^njj^th^eof^  it  is 
ordained,  that  all  manner  of  men  that  have  boats  (hall  have  the  fame 
fufficiendy  provided  and  water-tight, .  for  tranfporting  of  m?n,  arms,  aijd 
other  neceflaries ;  and  that  ilk  BaiUie  fhall  fee  the  fame  done  withiii  Tiis 
Own  bounds ;  and  that  the  faids  BaiUies  fhall  appoint  ahe  place  within  ilk 
on«  of  th^  bi^dlwies  w^re  the  people  (hall  coav;^n|,  th^.  jdverefrae  they 
may  refort  to  E^rkwall  as  fsud  is.  That  it  may  be  the  better  perceived 
by  the  haill  country  when  the  wart  of!  Whkeford  Hill  fhaU  be  on  fire,  it 
is  ordained,  that  ilk  Baillie,  within  his  own  bounds,  fhaU  appoint  ane 
conv^^  wa^h  to  s^l^^nd  thereiippn,  a{i4  |mii^ediati^^{upQn^  i>g!|^^9f  ^ 
lire  of  Whit^fdHill  to  put  their  watch  on  fire,^diat  the  r^A  of  tbe 
country  may  be  warned.  And  aHb  jijt  is  concluded^  th^t  all  Bai^li^  be 
advertifed  that  they  inrdl  all  manner  of  perfones  what  weapons  they  ha;^; 
and,  by  tl\e  advice  of  fpme  of  t)ie  mofl  dif^reet  men  of  hisbailiiaryY  make 
a  iiote:of  what  every  inan  is  able  .to  vdk  and  carry,  ;and  whatjie  is.^le  to 
buy. 

Act  31,    /fnefit  Slaying  of  tbe  Earn.    . 

J  4pud  Kirk^am^  ^^  jS^&Q^*  1626. 

The  which  d^,  it  is  ftatufie  and  ordained  by  Thomas  Buck aknai^, 
^erreif<:deput  of  Oifcnay^  with  confent  of  the  gendemen  and .  fuitors  of 
Court  prefent  for  the  time.  That  whatever  perfone  fhall  flay  the  earti  or 
es^le  fhall  have  of  the  BaiUie  of  the  parochine  where  it  fhall  happen  him 
to  flay  Ae  aigle  8d.  from  every  reik  within  the  parochine,  except  from 
cottars  tiiat  have  no  fheep,  atid  20  fhilL  from  ilk  perfone  for  ilk  eam's  nefl 
it  fhall  happ^  them  to  herrie ;  and  they  ihall  prefent  them  to  the  Baillie, 
and  the  Baiffie  fhall  be  holden  to  prefent  tj^  faeaid  of  the  £iid  earn  at  Hk 
?He4d  Court  '  !  , 
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Cuiia  <!apitalk  vice  comkatw  de  Orkney,  teftta  apud  Kiikwam  m 
io£uhL  tocata  de  Wall  houfe,  in  temple  St  M^^ni  ibidem,  per 
honcxahiles  viros  Magiftrum  Johannem.  Dick  et  Robertum  Mon- 
teidi  de  Egli&aj  vice  comites  deputaloe  dirAi  vice  comitatitt,  fexto 
^  iQenfis  Febfuaiii,  anno  Domim  1638« 

Act  32.     ^naa  tbi  Ratification  (f  the  former  A£ts^  and  ej^cctally  ancnt 
keeping  of  Sbeep^DogSy  with  one  addition  of  Runnu^  Dogs. 

The  w!ikh  day,  ^e  fidd  Shem^-depntB,  with  cof^mt  cf  the  haiU 

'gentlemen  fuitord  of  Court,  and  coiranoiity,  prefeat  fic^  the  tmie,  Ratffies 

the  hain  z&s  mmfe  of  b^ore  be  Hairy  Stewart  and  Mr  John  Livingftone, 

Sherreif-deputes  of  Orkney  pi^nt  for  tfie  lime,  and  Sir  John  Bnehansan^ 

of  Scots  drtig^  Kiught,  SheniBif-prfncipall  of  OAnayj  mA^  in  l^iafl^ 

ibat  aA  miufe  anent  fa6ep^  of  tiiMp-dogs,  that  no  man  OhJI  keq)  &eep^ 

'i^Dga,  e»«ept  t!K>fe  that  are,  or  {ho«ild  be,  nominate  by  the  SbenetTor  by 

vfte  fearer^d!  BaiHies  <yi  parocMnes  of  the  coiintiy ;  and  that  no  man  fiiall 

'feep  running  dbgs,  that  run  firae  honfe  to  houfe,  or  Aro*  the  tmintry, 

laying"  thc3r  neighbour  .ffieep,  undlerlfaepaineof  contained  in  the  fiida 

ads. 

Act  33.     Anent  Rowing  of  Sheep  on  Sunday. 

Item^  it  is  flatate  and  ordained,  by  the  faid  Sherreif-depntes,  with 
cEoofent  ferial,  That  no  maad:  of  perfoos  Ihatt  kxm  or  t^  £beep  on 
Sunday,  under  whacTumever  cobur  or  preie?^  under  the  paine  of  lo  libe. 
Scots. 

Act  34.     Anent  Fugative  Servants  and  Young  Men  going  to  ZeAand. 

btmy  Fora/much  as  aiany  lands  are  bid  lay  and  weaft  by  the  ftequent 
death  of  the  labourers  of  tibe  ground  thefe  years  1>ygoiiQ,  t&ro*  die  great 
fcarcity,  famene,  and  death  of  the  hmd,  and  by  the  repaire  rf  En^i(h 

ihips 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX,  ;No.IX.  471 

fixips  to  tKe  countrie,  "v^^io  fie,  byre,  and  conduce  young  meo  and  feryiaatf 
.€0  leave  thrir  parents  and  mafters,  and  follow  them  to.  the  fiflung  to 
Iceland^  the  Lewis,  and  odier  parts  thereabout,  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
liie  labouring  of  the  ground  and  winning  of  the  lay  lands  within  th§ 
iamen.  Therefore,  it  is  (latute  and  otdainedi  That  na  young  m&^  ao^ 
fervents  fhall  fie,  hyre,  nor  be  conduced  with  any  fiich  ftrangers  fnrth  of 
the  country,  ^thout  ane  tefUmoniall  from  the  minifter,  BztiUie,  or  twQ  or 
three  of  the  elders  of  ilk  Ifle  or  par9ch|  under  the  paine  of  twenty  pound 
Scots,  to  be  payed  of  the  readteft  goods  they  have  or  leave  behmd  them^ 
and  in  cafe  of  no  gpods  poindable,  to  be  pdnded  immediately  after  their 
return ;  and  failzing  of  their  goods  poindable,  to  be  jmniihed  in  their  bodies 
as  the  Sherreif  and  his  deputs  ihall  think  expedient 

Act  35w     Ane  Statute  Petitioning  our  CoundL 

Itm^  It  is  ftatttte  and  wdained,  That  ana  fupplication  be  made  and 
iSaxeet  to  the  Lorda  of  his  moft  Secret  Cknincil,  for  procuring  watrand  and 
decreets  di£:harging  aO  iudi  ihips^  barques,  or  crears  to  intake  all  fuch 
pcricms  as  young  tneu  and  fervattt,  under  the  paine  their  Lordflupa  fliall 

Act  36.     Anent  Cordiners  and  Sellers  of  Leather. 

Apud  Kirkwam^  Af^   9^">  1640^ 

The  which  day,  Mr  Hary  Aitkin  andtThomas  Buchannan,  Sherreif- 
deputs  of  Orknay,  being  judicially  conveened,  with  the  gentlemen  and 
fuitors  of  Court,  prefent  for  the  time,  and  having  confideration  of  the 
exorbitant  prices  of  <»rdiners,  and  daily  ccmplsdnts  and  outcries  made 
th^eanent,  have,  for  the  good  and  profite  of  the  commonwell,  ftatute 
and  ordained,  in  tim^  comming,  TTiai  tihte  (aids  cordiners  flial!  make  good 
and.^rfRcient  work  for  20d  the  inch  of  double  fbled  Feather;  and  for 
bamns'double  fded  fiioes,  having  but  one  ieam,  they  (hall  ex^  no  more 
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hvti  14d.  for  the  iiicli ;  and  12d,  the  Inch  of  fnfficient  firigle*  foled  fhoesr 
thereof,  tinder  the  pdlne  of  40  fliillmgs,  toties  qiioties^  to  be  paid  to  the 
Sherrrif  by  the  contraveenen  And  if  the  faids  cordiners  (h'all  happen  to 
be  negligent  in  their  callings,  and  become  rregligent  and  idle,  fwa  oft  as 
they  fhall  be  tryed,  thefy  fhafl  pay  L.'  4 ;  and  for  working  ilk  hide  in  the 
owner*s  own  houfe,  they  are  by  Ah:  prefents  difcharged  to  exadt  any 
more  than  20  fhilL,  with  their  entertainment  Likewife,  all  perfones  are 
iahibite  to  fell  any  leather  out  of  the  country,  under  the  paine  of  10  L. 
Scots,  toiles  quoties^  by  the  feller,  and  confifcation  of  the  leadier  bought 
by  the  buyer,  to  the  Sherreif ;  and  that  ordairyed  to  be  intimate  at  aH 
church  doors  widiin  this^  fherreifdome* 

Act  37.     Anent  Tranjj^rting  of  Tanned  Ltatben 

Item^  Forafniuch  as  it  is  dailie  complained  upon,  tliat  tlie  hydes,  barked 

,  leather^  ?#d.t?Jlow  are  tianQ>orted  ftirdb  <tf' ^' country,  whjer^bythey 

caiuipt  have  {hews  to  farve  them^  ,thetr  IxorAs  and'  fetvaiits  necefBti^s^  xute 

^Ipw  for  g^vi^  |hem  Ugttiit  b  ftatutg  and  Qr«fcE^ined,.by  the  feid  Shelrdf- 

dsput^,  with  (jonjfent  forfeid^,,bi^: jmy  opppfitioni  in  th«j  coptnur,  Hiat  no 

^    manner  of  perfons,  in  time  comming,  fhaU  tranfport  any  bari^^  'o:^ 

tanned  leather  or  tallow  forth  of  the  country,  imtill  the  time  it  be  offered 

to  the  flioemakers  of  the  town,  or,  if  within  the.  parochine^  to  the  Baillie, 

whereby  the  country  may  be  ferved,  under  thie  psdne  of  ioL.  Scots,  and 

confifcatione  of  the  tranfported  goods. 

Act  38.     Anenttbat  nme  Mark  SBeep  on  the  Mark  calletf  the- King's 

Mark. 

Item^  It  is  ftatute  and  ordwied  by  the  faid  Shen^f-defni^^  with  con-^ 
fent  fbrfaid,  butt  any  oppofidon  in  the  coatcair,.  except  by  Mr  Robert 
Henryfone  of  Holland,  and  Thomas  Traill  in  name  of  his  &ther,  who 
altedge  a  warrand  from  the  Councill  for  the  mark  under, written ;  andprot* 
teded  in  t]^  cqnitair,  that  noniaaihall  ufe  the  m^  :caUed:pf  old  the 
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King's  Mark,  which  is  both  the  luggs,  except  thofe  in  the  Ifles,  who 
had  the  fame  in  umquhill  Robert  and  Patrick  Earls  of  Orknay  their  time;, 
and  that  none  prefume  to  mark  their  fbeep  with  the  laid  mark  in  time  to 
come,  within  the  Mainland,  as  they  will  eflew  to  be  repute  and  holden 
as  markers  of  other  mens  fheep,  and  puniftied  therefore  as  accords  of  the 
law ;  and  that  thofe  who  have  fheep  marked  with  the  faid  mark  IhalT 
caufe  put  ane  bum  upon  their  ftieep,  and  fhall  mark  none  hereafter  upon 
^  that  ntark,  xmder  the  paine  of  confifcatione  of  the  flieep  fwa  marked. 

Act  39»     Anent  Pundlars  and  Bifmars^ 

Septime  Februarii  1628. 

Item^  The  laid  Sherreif^eputes,  with  confent  forlaid,  ratifie  the  zSt 
made  of  before,  that  all  pundlars  and  bifmars  be  marked  with  the  marie 
called  the  King's  Mark,  \mder  the  pains  contained  thereintiU,  with  the 
addition,  that  every  pundlar  be  jufted  and  made  equal  with  the  King's 
pundlar  j  and  that  none  have  poimdlars^  or  bilinars  of  greater  weight,^ 
under: the  pain  of  4()L.  Scots,  nor  have  two  ftones  to  ane  pundlar,  under 
the  like  paine.. 

Act  4O4.    jinati  Gripping  of  Lands* 

Sexto  Nowmbnis  1632,'. .  : 

ftem^  It  is  ftatute  and  ordained  by  Edward  Sinclair  of  Eftenquoy,  and 
Mr  Harry  Aitldne,  Sherreif-depites  of  Orkney,  with  confent  of  the 
hfldll  genriemen  fuitors  of  court,  and  commonty  of  Orkney,  prefent  for  the 
time,  that  no  man  gripp  .his  neighbours  linds  under  the  paine  of  lOL 
Scots }  and  fikelike  that  none  gripp  his  neighbours  goods  at  hi«  own  hand,, 
under  the  paine  of  10  libs.  Scots,  by  and  attour  the  reftitution  of  tha- 
goods,  and  die  profits- thereof 
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Act  4th     AnuU  Dmoiybing  of  Houfa. 

Item^  It  is  ftatute  and  ordained  by  the  Sherreif-depute,  with,  confent 
fbrlaid^  that  no  removers  from  houfles  fhall  demolifh  the  famen,  in  haiU 
or  in  pairt,  nor  take  timber  doors  nor  windows  furth  thereof,  although 
bigged  by  themfehres,  under  the  pain  of  20  pounds  Scots,  the  one  half 
to  the  Sherreif,  and  the  other  to  the  pairty  intereft,  and  that  by  and 
.attour  the  reedifying  of  the  houfes,  under  the  like  paine. 

Act  42/    Anent  Corn  Yards. 

Itsm^  If  b- ftatute  and  OTdained,  that  all  men  make  their  com  yeards 
dykes  fufficient,  being  7  quarters  hight ;  and  no  com  menes  be  made  for 
corns  eatpn  witKiu  yeard,  except  to  his  neighbours  for  unmark  tuelfing. 

.  liem^  Ratifies  the  ai9:  made  anent  feeing  of  fervants,  and  that  none 
ineceiye  nor  keep  anotKer  man's  fervant,  and  others  cont^ned  theremtifl, 
under  the  pains  contained  in  the  faid  a£k;  with  this  addition,  that  no  man 
receive  ane  fervant  out  of  another  paroch  but  ane  teffimonial  of  the  mi- 
riifter  or  BailFie,  under  the  like  paine ;  and  in  cafe  fervants  be  found  fii- 
gative  frae  their  maflers,  in  that  cafe  the  Baillie  of  the  pardch  whereoof 
of  he  has  fled,  fhall  caufe  him  be  jogged  at  the  chiuch,  upon  Sunday, 
from  8  in  the  momiog  ttU  I^bounrat  noon^;  ani  rn-cafe  it  fhall  happen 
fuch  vagabond  fervants  to  fie  themfelves  with  two  mafters,  and  in  cafe  it 
IhaB  happeil  smy  fervant  to  fie  themfelves  with  a  new  mafter,  and  not  to 
enter  home  to  his  fervice  \  in  that  cafe^  the  detainer  fhall  pay  the  fie  to 
them,  that  fied  them. 

Act  43.     Antnlgtrng  on  Sbtp-board. 

Apud  Kirkwam^,  undcciim  dk  Novcmhris  163<Si 

The  which  day,  in  ane  head  court  holdetr  by  Kfr  EHry  *  Aidtfae  afiA 
Thgmaft  Bucfaannan,  Sherreif-deputeB  of  Qrknay^  with  confent  of  the 
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j^eanAettea  aAd^bitois  of  xoutt,  iia^siag  great  craiidemioDe  of  the  great 
ifj^dij^e  of  fliips't^  tlie  couo&y  &9ta  England,  where  the  plague  daylie 
imnreaifetb ;  It  wasilatute  and  ordained,  that  no  manner  of  peidbne  or 
perfones  fhall  gee  on  board  of  whatfumever  fliips,  barques,  ch*  cr^ars,  fre- 
quentmg  the  coaft,  or  comming  within  harbonrs  or  roads,  till  trjrall  b© 
had  of  their  eftate,  under  the  pMne  of  20  L/s  Scots,  and  clofing  up  of 
their  houfles  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  da73 ;  and  drdains  the  fame  to  be 
publifhed  to  the.Baillies  of  ilk  ifle  and  parochine,  that  none'  pretend  ig^ 
iK»:ancfl^ 

Act  44. .  Jnent  Ftrrk  FraitgBts: 

Itoffj,  U  isilatute  and  ordaihad  bj  the  f^  Sherreif<kpute$,  with  ad-- 
\iMspid^aia£mtforii^id^  that  the  fttT^  Hightkmd  Fkth  in 

time  coming,  fhall  he  no  more  thian  48  fhiD.  in  ane  great  boat,  and  30 
i^^  io,  age  &if#  boat ;   over '  Water^  Sound  12d. ; ,  ora*  Ho^b.  Scond 
4iWiL,j*owBr  RoufajT'Sound  2  ihill.  i  &ie  Roufay  to  Weftrj^rlS  fhilL  ;, 
frap  that  IP  Egplihay;li  ihiH  j  frae  W«ftjaiy  to  Ethwjr  6  fhilL  ;  frae  tljiat 
to. ^#f»^€) .ihill. }  £^K&HalkAG&to  Hbip  4  ih^  t>Jf^^  to^ 

Strynzie  6  (hill. ;  from  Roufiae  ta.Sbappinfhay  l^jjt  QM.  j  fiomr  Shapqir.; 
flM^  to  Wark,S  flviU. ;  from  Kirfewall  to  Elwick  6  ihill. ;  to  Gairfay  6 
Ml.  J  to  Kendall  6  Ml.  j  to^  Evie  10  OiilL ;  to  Rowrfky  12  fliUl  j  to- 
^iUhay  12^  ftulL  ;  to  Rapotefe  40  ihill ;  to-Toukquoyj^  in  .ane  great  boat^  > 
50  fhm  i  to  Sjpiuiieift  in  Sanday^  in  a^great  .boat,  SO.  ihiUL  ;  in.  a  fmall,  , 
36  ihiS. ;  to  Stroafsy,  in  a  g7;eat  boat^  40  ihiU..;  to  £thay  24  ^11. ;  frae 
Scapaj  to  Walls  24  ihiU;;  to  St;Margaret'i  Hope  16  ihill }  frae  that  to  / 
Hohne^  aodfwa  furth  thro'  the  haiH  femes j  apdthe  exader.  of  any  f 
n^ora  iMii  p^^y  the  triple  w^c>rth. of  t&Q.fraughta/6/;^^    ^uotUs. .  , 
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Curia  vice  comitatus-Orcaden.  tcnta  apud  Rirkwam  de  Yeardis  ibidem^ 
per  Konorabilem  vinim  Magiftram  Andream  Dick,  vice  comi- 
tera  principalem  didH  vice  comitatus,  fexto  die  menlis  Aiigufti 
1644. 

Et  legittime  afiirmata. 

Act.  45.     Confirvatione  for  all  tbc  prececding  ASs. 

The  which  day  the  fsdd  Sherreif  principall  remembring  that  Ae  cer- 
tain time  of  the  three  yearly  head  courts  not  defigned  by  ane  aft  hereto- 
fore, allbiet  it  be  ordinary  cuftome  yearly  obferved,  and  confidering  the 
well  of  his  Majefties  vaflalls,  who  are  tyed  to  give  fuit  and  prefence  at 
the  head  courts  at  die  faid  meetings,  be  particularly  enaded,  vrithout  al- 
teration or  change,  upon  occafion,  or  at  pleafure  of  fucceeding  Sher- 
reifs. 

Therfore,  it  is  ftatute  and  ordained  by  the  faid  Sherreif  widi  confent 
of  th6  gentlemen  and  other  fuitors  of  court,  that  the  duw  yearly  head 
courts  fhall  be  conftantly  upon  the  third  Tuefday  of  January,  tfie  feccmd 
Tuefday  rf  June,  and  the  fecond  Tuefday  of  November,  and  that  their 
meetings  be  butt  advertifement  in  time  cumming. 

Ittem^  Forafmuch  as  tMs  prefent  coiut,  confidering  the  virtue  and  pow- 
er of  the  generdl  bygone  ads  and  ftatutes  of  this  country  to  be  moft  ne- 
ceflarie  and  able  in  themfelves  to  remeid  aU  difeords,  injuries  and  wrongs 
that  may  arife  within  the  country,  and  difturb  the  peaceable  government 
thereof;  yet,  confidaing  that  the  feldom  publication  there  of  the  famen 
at  the  head  courts  and  baillie  courts,  in  the  feaverall  Illes  and  parochines, 
hath  occafioned  excufes  of  pretended  ignorance  by  the  tranfgreffors  here- 
of, and  that  the  negled  and  floath  in  the  execution  of  the  faids  ads  may 
make  them  unprofitable  to  the  country,  as  if  the  famen  had  never  been 
made,  therefore  it  is  ftatute  and  ordained  by  the  faid  Sherreif  with  con^ 
feat  of  the  gentlemen  and  fuitors  of  court  prefent  for  the  time,  that  the 
j(aids  ixaill  generajl  ads  fhall  be  publifhed  and  red  in  a  folemn  way  by  the 
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Sherry-clerk,  at  every  head  and  current  court,  yearly,  and  immediately 
after  the  fenfmg,  and  that  every  bailly  in  ilk  paroch  caufe  quarteriy  read 
the  fame  by  his  derk,  immediately  after  the  fenfmg  g£  his  haiUie  court, 
and  to  this  effe<a :  It  is  ordained,  that  herewith  there  be  received  by  every 
bailly  ane  authentick  double  of  die  [aid  general  a<aa,  fubfcribed  by  thii 
Sherreif-clerk,  and  which  are  hereby  ratified  in  the  haill  heads,  courts,  ar- 
ticles and  claufes  of  the  famen« 


Act  46.     yfnent  the  Examination  ofRdncellors. 

Item^  That  the  feaverall  rancellors  in  every  paroch,  folemnly  fwom  up- 
on their  great  oadi,  and  putting  their  hand  upon  a  Bible,  and  ftrickly  ex- 
amined by  the  Sherreif  and  his  d^uts  in  their  current  court,  ne^t  and 
immediately  after  the  fencing  diereof,  and  of  publicatione  of  the  iaids  ^Qa^ 
anent  their  dedairatioim  of  all  thifts,  bloods,  royets,  witchcrafts,  aii4 
other  tranfgreflions  of  the  faids  ads,  that  fhall  happen  to  be  committed 
and  known  to  them  firae  the  court  immediately  proceeding. 

Act  47.     Anent  the  Tryall  of  Baillies. 

Iteniy  That  the  paroch,  being  conveened  in  the  current  court,  before 
the  Sherreif  and  his  deputes,  be  tryed  and  examined  without  the  prefence 
of  their  baillies,  and  in  prefence  of  their  minifter,  if  neid  beis,  anent  the 
behaviour  and  caurage  of  the  baillie  in  his  office,  and  uplifting  of  his  fer- 
vices  and  daylie  works,  that  accordingly  his  juft  commendatioim  in  admi- 
niftratione  of  juftice  may  be  known,  without  detradione  or  calumny :  In 
the  contrairy,  and  in  cafe  of  malv^^oun  in  his  place,  by  iojuftice,  or  of 
oppreffione  of  the  poor,  by  exadione  of  unlawfiil  fervices,  fuch  ord^  may 
be  taken  therewith,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  feaverall  of  the  £dds  ads 
made  thereanent 


Act 
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Act  48.     -^neai  the  comrfton  Cagf  of  Peats. 

t 

.'  Item^  It  is  ftatitfe  and  ordain^  ^at  aH  peats  bought  or  ibid  witfiia 
1^  tow^  of  Kirkwall  fliall  be  manured  by  ane  common  gauge  of  ten. 
l^ts^  always  ilk  foot  contaieing  twelve  inches ;  and  thi^  becaufe  of  fevea- 
raU  Ihifes  and  del>at?e8  &at  fall  out  into  the  faid  town  betwix  the  buyers 
and  fellers  thereoE — Extraded  de  Liiris  ABorum  Curia  (RSli  vicecom.. 
per  me. 

Thir  ads,  duely  tryed  and  examined,  to  be  authentick  be  the  Sherreif- 
clark,  and  therefiwre  are  judidaBy' recommended  to  the  baiflies  of  ilk  Ifle 
smd  pctfoc*une  to  fee  die  hmssa  to  Aie  and  lawfuU  execution,  conform  to 
^d\e  fea^eraQ  lennors  tharedf  as  elTeirs,  as  they  will  be  anfwerable  upon 
thek  offices ;  and  that  die  feme  be  read  ibur  times  in  liie  year,  each  quar- 
l»  coiHt ;  80  alfe,  dkat  Aey  take  exaft  tryaH  of  the  lawri^tmen  quarterly, , 
rf  all  bloods,  royets,  Aefte,  witchcrafis,  wrack  and  waith^ .  goods,  &c. . 
with.the  circuix^anee  of  tiine^  and'witnefs  fubfcribing,  as  faid  is. 

Sic  fubfcrititm\ , 

I^»  G£0R6£S0N;\ 
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fmm  the  QjipAi>E5  c/'  Thorwodtj?  Torfjbb^ 

Vitt  er  orpit  I^te  diffundHur 

i^r  valfalE  ante  Stragem  futuram 

Viil^idi  Sky  ^agittarum  nubes  ; 

rigmrblode  depluit  f unguis^ 

nu  er  fyrer  geirum,  jam  bqftis  appUcatur 


gtarr 
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if# 


grarr  upkomiiAl 

vefr  verthiodar 

thaer  (redius  than)  ef  t4ndlr  fyife 

randum  vepd 

Randves  bana. 


ctneracea 
tela  virorumj 
quam  anuca  texunt 
rubrQ  fubtegminc 
Randveri  mortis. 


Sia  er  orpiun  vefr 
.  yta  thaurmum 
oc  hardkliadr 
hofthum  manna- 
ero  dreyrreldn 
daurr  at  fkoptuirl 
iamvardr  ijllir 
en  aurum  hraeladr 
ikolum  da  fverdum 
figrvef  thenna. 

Gengr  Hilldr  vefa 
pr  Hiorthrimul 
Sangridr  Svipul 
fverdum  rogntira 
Skapt  num  gueftk 
Skiolldr  num  br^fk 
num  hialmgagkrr 
ihlif  koma. 

Vindum  vindum 

vef  Darradar 

fa  er  xmgr  Konungr 

atti  fyri 

fram  (koUim*  gajhga? 

oc  i  folk  vada* 

fli^et^viri!f'v«fe 

vii{)num  fkipta. 


Texitur  bac  tetd 
intejiinis  bumanh' 
Jtaminique  JiriBle  alligantur 
capita  bumana; 
funt  f anguine  roraHif 
bajia  pro  mijfilihut 
textoria  injlrumenta  fibred 
ac  fagitta  pro  r adits  ; 
denfabimus  gladiis  '  ' 
banc  vi&oria  tela^i    ^ 

Prodeunt  ad  texendum  Hilda 
et  Hiortbrimula    - 
Sangrida  et  Svipuhk 
cum  JlriSHs  gladiis  ; 
bq/lile  frangetur 
fcutum  diffendetm^ 
enjifqut 
clypeo  illidetur. 

Texamusj  texamus 

telam  Darradi ; 

bunc  (gladium)  fexjwbems 

prius  pojjidebat 

Prodeamus 

et  Cobortes  intretnt^ 

Ubi  noftri  amies 

armis  dimicant. 

Vlndyni 
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Vindum  vindum 
vef  Darradar 
oc  fiklingi 
fidan  fylgiom 
thar  fa  bara 
blodgar  randir 
Guar  oc  Gundid 
«r  gramr  hlifdiu 

Vindum  vinduni 
vef  Darradar 
tjhar  er  ve  vadse 
vigramanaa 
latum  eigi 
fif  bans  faraz 
eign  valkyrior 
v^  um  koftL 

Then:  mimo  lyder 
loadum  rada 
er  utfkaga 
adr  um  bygdn 
qued  ec  ricum.  gram 
radiuQ  danda 
nu  er  fyrir  oddum 
jarlmadr  hui^un. 

Oc  muno  Irar 
augr  um  bitha 
tbat  er  alldri  mun 
ytum  fymaz 
nu  er  vefr  ofiun 
enn  voUr  rothiun 


Texamus  texamur 
telam  Darradi 
et  regi  ddnde 
deindt  adbareatnus  ; 
ibi  videbant 
/anguine  roratafcuta 
Gunna  et  Gundula 
qua  regem  tutabantur. 

Texamus  texamus 
telam  Darradi 
ubi  arma  concrepant 
bellacium  virorum ; 
Bon  /inamus  eum 
vita  privari 
babent  Valkyria 
cadis  potejiatem^ 

niipopuli 
terras  regenty 
qui  deferta  promontoria 
antea  incolebant  i 
dico  potenti  regi 
mortem  imminere ; 
jamfagittis 
occubuit  comes. 

Et  Hibemis 

dolor  accidet 

qui  nunquam 

apud  viros  delebitur ; 

jam  tela  text  a  eft ; 

campM  vero  (fascine)  roratus 

numu 
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nnmu  um  lond£u:a 
laefpioll  gota. 

Nu  er  ogorligt 
um  at  litaz 
at  dreynigt  Iky 
aregr  med  himne 
mun  lopt  litad 
lyda  blode 
athr  fpar  varar 
ipringa  allaf. 

Vel  quedu  ver 
um  Konung  un^m^ 
figrhlioda  fiold 
fyn^um  heilar 
emi  hiua  neml 
er  heyrer  a 
geirliotha  fiold 
oc  gumum  fe^» 

Ridum  heftum 
allz  ut  Berum 
brugduum  fVerdum 
a  brott  hedan. 


terras  percurret 
confliElus  mlitum. 

Nunc  horrendum  eft 
drcumj^tcere 
cum  fanguiBca  nuber  ' 
per  ara  volitet ; 
Hngetur  cur 
Sanguine  vlrorum 
antequam  vaticinia  ttojlra 
omnia  corruant. 

Bene  canimus 
de  regejuvene ; 
viSforia  Carmina  multa 
henejint  nobis  canentibus  ^ 
Difcat  autem  ilk 
qui  aufcultat 
bellica  carmina  multa 
et  virhs  referat. 

Equitemus  in  equis 
quonium  efferimns 
JlriSos  gladios 
ex  hoc  loco* 


The  above  is  tranflated  by  Grey,  in  his  Ode,  entitled  ^  The  Fatal^ 
^SifteK.' 
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ITbe  LORD*/  PRAYER,  in  Norn  or  Norse,  as  Sp»km  fimeffy  by 
the  Natives  of  Orkney,  from  Dr  Percy'/  Prefaoe  t9  Mau.etV 
Northern  Antiquities. 

Favor  i  ir  i  Chiinrie.  1.  Helleur  (Helleut)  ir  i  Nam  thite.  2.  Gilla 
^ofdum  thke  cumma.  S.  Yeja,  thine  mota  var  gort  o  Yum  finna  gort  i 
Chimrie.  4.  Gav  vus  da  on  da  dalight  Brow  vora.  5.  Fiipve  vus  finna 
vora  fm  vee  firgive  lindara  mutha  vus,  6.  Lyv  vus  ye  i  Tumtadon. 
V.  Min  delivera  vus  fro  Olt  ilt     Amen. 


ITbe  LORD'/  PRAYER,  in  Norse,  as  Spoken  hy  fom  Jhopit  in 
FuLA,  one  of  the  Shetland  IJles^  from  Mr  Low'/  ^our^  MS. 
1774. 

Fy  vor  o  er  i  Chimeri.  Halaght  vara  nam  det  La  kontmgdtim  din 
cumma.  La  viU  din  vera  guerde  i  vrildin  findacri  Chimeri.  Gav  vuft 
da^  u  dagloght  brau.  Forgive  .findorwafa  fin  vi  foi^va  gem  ao  finda 
gainft  wus.  Lia  wus  iki  o  vera  tempa,  but  delivra  wus  fit)  adkl  vS^  for 
4o  i  ir  konungdum,  u  puri,  u  glori.     Amen. 
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Som  WORI^  of  the  fame  Language  TranflaUd  into  £nglI8B 

from  the  fame  MS. 


Foulai 

Fugla  or  Uttric. 

An  iflandt 

iSoft. 

Bread, 

Cotift. 

Qat  bread'. 

Corka  coujf^ 

Barley  hread^; 

Boga  cQuJt* 

TheTea, 

Sbeng. 

Afifh, 

Fiji. 

A  haddock,. 

Hoifsan. 

A  cod. 

Grongiy  grodningar^ 

A  ling. 

hmgo^^ 

A  herring, 

mj&H. 

A  rock. 

£h^,  bifhw^^ 

A  boat,. 

Bl>di9tr  kf^orim. 

A  fail,. 

Seigk. 

A  maft. 

Moftin.. 

A  coat. 

^d 

A  fhoe. 

Scajfpni\ 

A  flocking, 

Socim, 

Acaiv 

Vgan. 

Sea  mall  ormew,, 

Whit  fuglin.. 

The  eagle. 

Ednin. 

A  trencher  or  plate,. 

Mergtjken,. 

A  fpooni- 

Sptmin, 

A  ladle. 

Oio/a. 

A  horfe. 

Hifm. 

SP   2: 
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A  mare, 

Ruja. 

A  cow. 

Kurin. 

Aflieqp, 

Fie  J  fedvite. 

A  ewe. 

Oron. 

A  pot. 

Pofnty\ 

A  BALLAD,  in  the  fame  Language^  taken  from  the  Mouth  of  an  Old 
Man  in  the  fame  I/land^  during  the  fame  Tour^  thefubjeS  of  which 
is  a  conteji  between  a  King  of  Norway  and  an  Earl  of  Orkney, 
^who  had  married  the  King's  Daughter ^  in  her  Fathers  abfence^  and 
without  his  confent. — ^MS.  penes  me, 

!• 

Da  vara  Jarlia  d'Orkneyar 
For  fiinda  fin  fpir  de  ro 
WhircU  an  ikilde  menn 
Our  glas  buryon  burtaga# 

2. 

Or  vanna  ro  eidnar  fuo 

Tega  du  menu  our  glas  buryon 

Kere  fiiende  min  yamna  menn 

£fo  vrildan  ^endi  gede  min  vara  to  diik 

a 

Yom  keimir  cullingin 
Fro  fiene  burt 

Afta  Vaar  hon  fruen  Heldina 
Hemi  ftu  mer  ftien. 
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Whar  an  yaar  elouden 

Ita  kan  oadnaft  wo 

Au  Seal  vara  Keinde 

Wo  ofta  thre  fin  reithin  ridna  dar  fro 


Kemi  to  Oikneyar  Jarlin 
Vilda  mien  fante  Maums 
I  Orknian  u  bian  fian 
I  lian  fiu:  diar. 

a 

An  give  Drotnign  kedn  pufter 
On  de  kin  firland  furie 
Tworere  wo  eder 
Whitrane  kidn. 

7- 

In  kimirin  Jarlin 

U  klapafle  Hildina 

On  de  kidn  quirto 

Vult  doch,  fiegan  vara  moch  or  fly  din. 

Elde  vilda  fiegan  vara 

Fy  min  u  alt  fin 

Ans  namnu  wo 

So  minyach  u  ere  min  heru  Orkneyar  linge  ro, 

a 

Nu  di  fkall  taga  dor  yochwo 
And  u  ria  dor  to  ftrandane  nir 
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U  yilfa  fy  minu  avoft 

Blit  an  ear  ni  cumi  e  dora  band. 

10. 

Nu  Swanm  Konigu 
So  mege  gak  honon  i  muthi 
Whath  ear  di  ho  gaa€  mier 
I  dante  buthe» 

11. 

Trette  mixke  vath  ru  godle 
Da  Skall  yaek  ger  yo 
U  all  de  vara  fonna^tUs 
So  linge  fiu  yach  Uva  nnv 

ISt 

Nu  linge  ftug  an  konigti 
U  lii^  wo  an  Swo 
Wordig  vaar  ddgh  lougi  foni 
Yacha  fkier  fare  moga  fo  nunde  yacb  aogan  u\ 
frien  roft  wath  commaa  mier  to  landa.  * 

la 

Nu  Swara  Hiluge 
Hera  geve  honon  fcam 
Taga  di  gild  firre  Hidina 
Sin  yach  fkall  lega  dor  franu. 

14. 

Effitt  whaar  u  feur  fetign 
Agonga  kadu  i  flugit 

Feur 


*  This  verfe  feems  to  be  part  •fan  imtfmtdiace  fkmzi^  perbips'  to  be  placed  between* 
ikyife  marked  iz  and  13, 
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Feur  fetign  fin  gonga 
Radu  i  pluge« 

15. 

Nu  {tienderin  JarUn 
U  linge  wo  an  wo 
Defe  mo  eke  Orknewr 
So  Linge  fan  yach  lava  ma 

16. 

Nu  eke  tegaran  fan 
Sot  Koningn  fyrin  din , 
U  alt  yach  an  HiHi^i^in 
Widu  ugare  din  atar. 

17. 

Nu  fwarar  an  franna  Hildkia 
U  dem  fan  idne  i  fro 
Di  flo  dor  a  bardagana 
Dar  comme  ov  fen  mo 

Id. 

Nu  Jarlin  an  genger 
I  vadlin  fram 
U  kadnar  fma  mieA 
Geven  {keger  i  Orkneyafi 

la 

Han  u  cummin 
In  u  vod  lerdin     ^ 
Frinde  fans  lever 
Vel  bume  mun 

an 
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20. 

Nu  fruna  Hildina 
On  genger  i  vadlia  fram 
Fy  di  yera  da  ov  man  dum 
Dora  di  Ipidlaiki  mire  man. 

21. 

Nu  fware  an  Hilluge 
Crego  gevan  a  fcam 
Gayer  an  Jarlin  frinde 
Din  an  u  fadlin  inu 

22: 

Nu  fac  an  Jarlin  dahuge 

Dar  min  de  an  engin  gro 

An  eaft  ans  huge  vi 

Fong  ednar  u  vaxh^e  mere  nib^ 

23. 

Di  lava  onir  gugna 
Yift  bal  yagh  fiir  q  landi 
Gipt  mir  nu  fhiaa  Hildina 
Vath  godle  u  fafta  bandfe 

24. 

Nu  bill  on  heve  da  yalt 

Guadni  bori  u  da  kadu 

Sina  kloyn  a  bera  do  fkall 

Fon  fruna  Hildina  verka  wo  fine  chelikia  villya. 

25. 

Hildina  liger  wo  chaldona 
U  o^ukrar  u  grothe 

Onia 
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Omn  du  luga  dil  bridlevfui 
Bonlother  u  duka  do^ixau 

Nu  HUdina  oa  aikar  feyria 
Sien  di  gava  mier  tivi 
Ow  ikinka  vin, 
Ouguida  via. 

27. 

Duika  fldnka  1^  ugiudavin 
Unka  dogh  eke  wo 
Jarlin  an  gongha  here  din. 

Watfaa  ikikle  tinka 
Wo  Jariin  gonga  here  mia 
Hlen  minde  yagh  mga  forlokona 
Bera  fare  kera  fyxhi  min^ 

Da  gerde  on  frunasHildina 
On  bar  vo  mien  et 
On  Soverin  fent^  fyfin 
Fyfin  u  quarfin  fke. 

SO; 

Da  g^de  un  fruaa  Hildiaa 
On  bard  im  ur  . 

Hadlin  burt  fein  on  laghdi 
Glong  i  otfta  jatha  port 

3  Q  Kp 
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Nu  iki  vifti  an  Hiluge 

Itne  ov  till  do 

Eldin  var  commin  i  lut 

Uftor  u  filki  fait  ans  omo,  ' 


/  :. 


32. 

Nu  leveren  fram 
Hiluge  du  kereda 
Fraun  Hildina  du 
Givemir  live  u  gfe. 

.£      Si.  \r         • .  '. 

So  m^  u  ganga  gre 

Skali  dogh  fwo 

Skall  latlu  nain  heran     '     ' 

I  bardagana  fWo.  ^      ^        ,  '  '     '  '    ' 

Du  tuckftada  lide  undocht  yach 
Swo  et  fa  ans  bugin  blio 
Dogh  cafta  ans  hiige 
I  mit  fung  u  vexemir  mire  meou 

Nu  tachti  on  heve  %el{ko 
Ans  bo  vad  mild  u  ftien 
Dogh  fkall  aide  niire  Koningufbns 
Vadue  vilda  mien*  '* 


:j/.  :  i  ^ 
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RESPITE  m  favour  of  Edward  Sinclare  mid  others^  for  tbt 
Slaughter  of  the  Earl  of  Cathness,  From  tbt  Original 
Parchment. 


James,  be  the  grace  of  God  King  of  Scotds.  To  all  &  fundry  our 
juftices,  wardanis,  lieutenants,  juftice  derks,  •  fhreffs,  ftewartis,  crounaris, 
yare  deputis,  proveftis,  auldermane,  and  baillies  of  burrowis,  and  all  oyeris 
our  oflSciarb  py^  and  to  cum,  and  yare  deputis,  liegis,  fubditis,  quham  it 
elFeris,  quhaire  knawlege  yir  our  letteris  fall  cum,  greting. 

Wit  ze  we,  of  oure  fpeciale  grace,  to  have  refpitt,  fuperfedeit,  and 
delayit,  and  be  yir  o*"  le^^eris  in  ye  law  fpealie  refpitds,  fuperfedes,  and 
delayis,  Edward  Sinclare  of  Strome,  Magiius  Sindare  of  Werfettir, 
Johnne  Sinclare  of  Follap,  William  Sindare  of  Houfe,  Olive  Sinclare  of 
Hilwra,  Magnus  Sinclare,  Lawrejice  Sinclare,  James  Sinclare,  James 
Cragy  of  Brogh,  Johnne  Rendale,  Adam '  Sdatter,  Jobnne  Bumefei 
Johnne  Cromafte,  Magnus  Cromarte,  Robert  Hercas,  Johnne  Hercas, 
George ,  Kerens,  Williaw  Perifoae,  Johnne  Jamezon,  William  Kardy, 
Gilbert  Cragy,  .Williatn^ZoKtoei  Wetter  Forefter,  Chrifte  Jane,  Mag- 
nus Midhdufe,  Johnae  Loutit,  .JohnqePaplaye,  Magnus  Gariacht,  Wil- 
fiame  Grggy,  John  Of:^  of  Banks,  &:  Edward  Bitftaoe^  and  generally 
all  .^d.iii^ry  uyerb  per&Hies^  kynifmen,  .fiyndiis,  afliftaris,  adherends, 

3  Q  2  partakoures 
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partakoures  &  complices  w*  ye  faid  Edward  &  pwfones  abovS  written^ 
dwelland  w^in  ye  ylis  of  Orknay  &  Zetland,  being  with  them  in  ccnn- 
pany  at  the  committing  of  any  ciyms  and  arts,  &  part  w^  tbame  yrin- 
till  in  ony  tyme  bygane  before  ye  day  of  ye  date  of  yir  py***  flfor  art 
&  part  of  the  convocation  &  gathering  of  our  lieges  in  arrayit  battel  a- 
gains  umq"  Johnne  Erie  of  Cathnefe,  &  for  art  &  part  of  ye  flaii^ter 
of  the  faid  imiq^  Erie  and  his  friendis  and  partakours  being  wiA  yame 
in  company  at  that  tyme,  and  for  all  uyeris  (laughteris,  mutilations,  op^ 
preiBoims,  reiffis,  fortho^  fellonies,  treflbnis,  crymes,  tranfgreflioims  & 
offenfis  quhatfumever  coramittit  &  done  by  yame,  or  any  of  yame,  or 
in  any  uyir  part  or  place  w*in  o'  realm,  in  ony  tymes  bygane,  befi^re  ye 
4ay  of  ye  dait  hereof,,  treafoun  in  o""  owne  pj^c^r  perfone  allenarKe  •  ex* 
ceptit,  for  ye  fpace  of  19  zeres  next  to  cirai  efHr  ye  date  of  yir  py^is, 
to  indure  but  any  revocatioun,  obftakle,  impediment,  or  againcalling  quhat- 
fumever. Attour  we  will,  grantis,  and  ordains,  yat  yis  oure  fpeale  relpitt, 
fiiperfedere,  and  delay,  fall  be  of  als  grate  ftrenth,  avale,  force  6c  eflfeA 
to  ye  peribnes  yatt  are  not  namyt  and  comprehendit  in  the  famen,  being 
w*  ye  faid  Edward  and  his  complices  at  ye  committing  ci  ye  fiudis  cryms^ 
&  art  &  part  w^  yame  yrintill,  as  and  yare  names  and  iumames  wa:e 
^alie  and  particularly  in^yt  thereintilL  Quharef(H«  we  charge  you 
ftraitlie,  and  commandis  zou  all  and  fundry  our  juftices,  wardanis,  Keu- 
tenants,  juftice  clerks,  fhreffis,  ftewartis,  croimaris,  proT^lis,  auldermene 
«nd  baillies  of  burrowis,  and  all  uyris  our  officiars  pyn^  and  to  cum,  /md 
t^  deputis,  liegis  and  fubditis  foriaidis,  yat  nane  of  zou  tak  upon  lu^id 
to  call  jomay,  attacke,  arreft,  accule,  mdeft,  tn^)le,  foHow  &  perfew 
ye  faidis  parfones,  yare  kynii^m^  fireyndis^  aififtaris,  adherentie, 

partakaris  8c  complices,  or  any  of  yame  w4n  ye  £ddi6  boundis,  for  ye 
iaidis  crymes  bygaae„  or  to  do  or  attempt  ony  <hing  incontrar  /vidadon 
er  breking  of  yis  our  fpeale  refpitt,  fupeiiedere  and  dday,  m  ony  wife, 
dusing  all  ye  tyme  and  ^ace  ahore  written,  under  aft  the  hieaft  pane  and 
charge  yat  aftir  may  follow^  IKfchar^g  you,  and  ilk  ane  of  you  of 
^  c^Bces  in  yat  part,  in  ye  meyntyme,  be  yir  eme  leeris,  grpen  under 
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oure  Priyie  Sele,  at  Striveling,  ye  nineteen  day  of  September,  and  o£ 
oine  regne  ye  zeres. 

Per  flgnaturam  manu  S.  D.  N». 
Reg^  Subfcriptrau 

Upon  the  label  to  which  the  feal  (which  is  broken  off)  lud  been  af- 
fixed, thus  infcribed :  ^  Reijpeduatio  Edwardi  Sindere  de  Sopome  it  tri* 
ginta  aliorum. ' 

Marked  thus  on  the  back : 

<  Ane  nynteen  zeris  reQ>itt  to  Edward  Sinder  and  hb  ftfWflicwf^  Sofi 
*  ye  ilaughter  of  the  Erie  of  Gathnefs,  &(^  * 
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1      . 


Adam^  Bifliop  of  Caithnefs,  burnt  to  death,  atid  why,  i8o. 

Agricuiture\  fuperior  mode  of  it  introduced,  and  by  whom,  254— too  little  attention'  , 
beftowed  upon  this  ufeful  art,  345— caufes  thereof,  346 — its  operations  performed- 
with  improper  inftruments^  an^  in  a  flovenly  manner^  *348[,  351 — obftacles  to  its  im-r 
provement,  362'— means  of  removing  them  Jointed  out,  3153, 

Agricultural  improvements,  inftance  of  their  beneficial  effefts,  355. 

^Alexanier^  King  of  Scotland,,  puniflies  the  murderers  of  Bifliop  Adam,  1 80— thanked* 
by  the  Pope,  ib. — takes  the  county  of  Sutherland  from  the  earldom,  183. 

Alexander^  the  Second,  King  of  Scotland,  attempts  an  invafion  of  the  iflands,  184^-^ 
account  of.  his  vifion,^  ib. — his  death,  185- 

ATexander^  the  Third,  attempts  to  negociate  with  Ilaco,  1 85— his  reafons  for  declining 
battle,  187. 

Andrew  (St)  and  Deemefs,  account  of  the  united  parifhes  of,  24— their  population,  25.- 

Andrenvy  9*^^>  charafter  of,  236— in  favour  with  his  Sovereign  and  the  Kbg  of  Eng- 
land, ib. 

Annual  of  Norway,  meaning  of  the  phrafe,.  201— negpciations  refpefting  it,  ib. — ^how 
broken  off,  202. 

Antiquity^  monuments  of,  afcribed  to  the  Scandinavians,  205; 

Appendix y  No.  I.  Diploma, concerning  the  genealogies  of  the  ancient  Counts,  &c.  395 •- 
No.  II.  Tranflation  of  the  diploma,  &c.  404 — No.  III.  Extraft  from  Sir  J.  Bal- 
four's catalogue  of  the  Scottifh  nobility,  415 — No.  IV.  Lift  of  the  Earls,  420 — 
No.  V.  Table  of  the  ancient  Counts,  &c.  422 — ^No.-VI.  Copy  of  the  contraft  of 
marriage  betwixt  the  King  of  Scotland*  and  the  Princefs  of  Denmark,  424 — ^No.  VIL 
Defcriptio  infularum  Orchadiarum,  433 — ^Na  VIII.  A  fhort  relation  of  the  moft 
confiderable  things  in  Orkney,  448 — ^No.  IX.  Afts  of  Bailliary,  &c«  456— No.  X. 
Extraft  from  the  Orcades  of  lorfaus^  478— the  Lord's- Prayer  inNorfe,  482— a  bal- 
lad in  Norfe^  484.^ 
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Amfin  (Earl)  account  of^  \i6. 

jtmkilf  Early  chancier  of^  1 15— flam  in  batde  with  the  Englifh,  ib. 
■jitbiniMm,  their  fooliih  theory  as  to  the  produ^ons  of  the  human  kindi  75. 
jtudna  (wife  to  Earl  Laudver),  cbara^tr  of,  120^— her  fpeech  to  her  fon,  lar. 
jturora  borealis,  account  of  its  appearances  in  the  Orcades,  15. 

B 

Bailliary,  a£ts  of,  456. 
Ballady  Norfe  language^  484. 

Barrows,  contents  of  thofe  opened  near  Stromnefii  36. 
Biarn,  Bifliop,  chara&er  of,  177. 
Birdsy  account  of  thofe  in  Orkney,  app  et  (eq. 

Birfa  and  Hara,  account  of  the  united  parifhes  of,  31— poiye£lure$  as  to  the  etymo- 
logy of  the  words,  ib.— marble  and  alabafter  faid  to  have  been  difcovered  in  Birfa, 

33- 
Block  AEhy  why  fo  called,  144. 

Bones  (human),  account  of  thofe  dug  up  at  EarlftnoII,  ^t. 

Botbwelly  Adam,  the  firflr  reformed  BHhop  in  Orkney,  243— performs  the  marriage 

ceremony  between  Queen  Mary  and  BothwelT,  ib.— inaugurates  the  young  Prince, 

244. — ailifts  in  colledling  the  Scots  laws  into  a  body,  ib. 
Budiy  the  Fourth,  Eling  of  the  northern  divifion  of  Caledonia,  quells  an  infurredioQ 

in  the  Orcades,  82. 
Brujiusy,  fon  of  Earl  Sigurd,  chara^er  of,  129— his  difference  with  Thorfin,  133— 

amicably  fettled,  and  by  whom,  134.  ,  " 

Bufforiy  his  miftake  with  regard  to  fheep,  320. 
Burgh  of  Birfa,  defcription  of  the  fmall  ifland  fo  called,  32. 
Burray,  defcription  of  the  ifland  of,  45 — ^its  vegetable  produftions,  45— >its  real  and 

valued  rents,  ib. — ^population,  ib. 
Bvfmer,  the  name  of  a  weighing  inllrument,  21 1.— defcription  thereof,  ib. 


Cabbages,  planting  of  them  introduced,  and  by  whom,  254. 

Calf  sound,  the  name  of  the  harbour  where  the  pirate  Gow  was  captured,  52. 

Cathedral  of  St  Magnus  defcribed,  230-^by  whom  founded  and  enlafged,  ib.  &  236 — 
efcaped  the  rage  of  the  reformers,  23 1— by  whom  upheld,  ib. 

Cavay,  account  of  the  ifland  of,  41. 

Coelefttne,  Pope,  thanks  the  King  of  Scotland,  and  why,  180. 

Chrijiian,  the  Firft,  King  of  Denmark,  his  claims  upon  Scotland,  20i-*forms  an  al- 
liance with  France,  ib. — his  charafter,  203 — ^marries  his  daughter  to  the  young 
Bang  of  Scotland,  204 — articles  of  the  niarriage  contraft,  ib. 

'  '  Chrifi's 
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GSfjitf  V  Churdit  tcoount  of^  227w 

Church  goremment^  Prdbytenan  form  of  it  eftablHhed>  257«»^reaf(m8  of  ltd  flow  pro- 

gre(s»  ib. 
Cod^ery^  little  pregrefs  made  tfaereiii»  and  why,  388. 
Cobitnba  (St)  pkmta  Chriftianity  in  the  nordiem  parts  of  Caledonia^  8t. 
Commerce,  hiftory  of  its  origin^  66 — its  beneficial  confequencesy   67— not  great  ia 

Orkney^  and  whjj  38a— thought  to  be  in  an  increafing  ftate>  383* 
Commons^  howpaftured,  350* 
C^n^o/l  dunghillsy  method  of  makings  35a. 
Cppinfyfi  defcription  of  the  ifland  of^  46. 
Ceffircw,  defcx^tkm  of  the  caftle  off  227* 

Ccrmac,  one  of  St  Cohunbos's  difcipleSf  vifits  Orkney^  and  why,  82. 
Com  crops,  feldom  luxuriant,  and  wh^,  350-Hrotation  obfenred,  361. 
County  z&s,  their  beneficial  efiedb,  2i8. 
Cow/,  defcription  of  the  breed  in  Orkney,  323-*caufe  of  their  lately  Increafed  va* 

hie,  324. 
Cromwell,  Oliver,  Teftiges  of  a  fort  caft  up  by  him,  23. 

D 

Dam/ay,  defcrq;>don  of  the  ifland  (b  called,  64. 

David,  Earl,  chara&er  of,  178. 

Dealers,  arts  ufed  by  them  to  impofe  on  the  farmers,  3(^5. 

Deeme/f,  account  of  the  parilh  of,  24-«-why  fo  called,  ib. 

Dolgfenuus,  Bifliop,  account  of,  191. 

Dwarfic  ftone,  defcription  of  it,  39, 445, 452* 


Eagleshay,  defcription  of  the  beautiful  ifland  of,  tfi-^fotmeriy  the  refidence  of  die 

Douglafles  and  Monteiths,  ib.^St  Magnus  murdered  here,  ib. 
Eday,  account  of  the  ifland  of,  51 — fuppofed  to  be  the  Ocetis  of  Ptolemy,  ib. 
Emar,  Earl,  chara&er  of,  112 — teaches  his  fubjeds  the  ufe  of  peat,  ib. — ^his  conteft  * 

for  the  government,  ii3---»how  fettled,  114. 
Einar,  fon  of  Earl  Sigurd  (the  Grols),  charader  of,  129— oppreflTes  his  fubjeds,  130— 

quarrels  with  Thorfin,  131— ^edifpute  fettled  byBrufius,  ib«— his  perfidious  be- 

haviour  afterwards,  132^— his  death,  133. 
Elnar,  Earl,  his  charader  and  death,  II5« 
Elvnci  harbour,  its  natural  advantages  pointed  out,  48. 
Eemgration,  a  great  caufe  of  the  decreafe  of  popuktion  in  Orimeyi  330. 
Bnballow^  (hort  account  of  the  ifland  fo  called,  63. 

3  R  Erlend, 
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Erlend^  fon  of  Earl  Thorfini  chancier  of»    144    Mfga^ta  Ak  wl  i 

Engiandt  ij^*-i-<fiffiaN  wtdi  Ida  baoAei^  ih^-««fan  xrtfficr  by«bt  Kiog^f  Nhp^ 

way,  147. 
£r/^;i^/,  fonof  Earl  Erlend,  chataaerrf,  ij|<L  ,  ' 

Erlendi  fon  of  HaltoU  dneOcartoc,  diaraaxr<^,  i>tfl*'*an  Aicoufi  iigBJift  yvnaf^  ib- 

roUy  id^^^b  deadifa^  173. 
Eurtpey  account  of  dbe  moft  aDctsot  idwhiUirtt  «!,  qg  "dte  iiffqigt  lMn;nmn  «jllM 

by  them,  ib. 
Evii  and  Rendal^  account  of  the  united  pariflie8  43^  ip    Micir  Mrtint  «nd  ibil>  ib^**' 

their  population,  30.    ^ 
Excommumcation^  the  ferere  confequences  th^Bfif  t»  die£piIcopdiHi<lei3g9inM9  iff. 

F 

Faray^  account  of  the  fmall  ifland  fo  called,  4f-Hm«fiier  xX  ihe  fame  ttame^  53. 
Fmtmersy  ^ara^er  and  ^fituatfon^  ihtmin Orienvy,  337.  ^ 

JRiriff-fervants,  their  condition  much  better  now  than  formerly,  339 — eaufes  thereof^ 

ib. — their  charafter,  ib. 
Eijb^  account  of  thofe  on  the  coafts  of  Orkney,  28($  &  feq. 
Fi/beries^  not  attended  to  fo  much  as  they  deferve,  386. 
FlaXf  to  what  extent  raifed  and  manufaflured  in  the  parifli  xX  Hofan,  ttf^-nof  ^xnodk 

attended  to  in  the  other  illands,  360— a  more  extended  cuhivztion  of  it  recoiu* 

mended,  361 — quantity  imported  Teariy,  371. 
Fhtajj  account  of  the  ifland  of,  41 — its'fettiHty  anil  pdpcSati^n,  4a* 
Frith  and  Stennis^  defcripdon  of  the  united  pariflies  of,  'aS. 


Cmrfayy  account  of  the  ifland  of,  63. 

Qtdh^uMjf  Ead  of,  xaufe  of  Ms  kuMproedb  wkh^rihe  WaA  of  Menrton,  214. 

Gaming^  an  unxrerfal  amuCmeiit  among  people  m  a  Tude  ftate,  %j. 

General  A&mUy,  dieironidty  to  tfie  clergymen  of  iht  Epifcopal  order,  2f2. 

GfiUntythef^rft,  iweanfeaky  toi^  King^  Nofrway,  iS3-*4ii8enAnrfly  t»fa&n,  94*. 

Gibhn^  the  Second,  accompanies  King  Haco  ia  fais-expeditioAagainftScctfand^  rS^. 

Gmct,  the  ptraie,  a^toied^  i;;-^     - 

G^itorw^  Earl,  chamder  of„  109^ 

Government^  origin  o^  90 — influences  the  mamiew  cff  -a  iwoffley  ik. 

Graham f  Mr  George,  Bifliop  of  Dumblane,  tranihted  to  die  lee  of  Orimey,  252--^ 

refignshifr  office,  and  why,  ilr.  '        * 

Gram/ay,  accouat  of  ^  liiDd  0^  jy— tts  tdhabieants  temadtaWe  for  llrengdi  an* 

fiatu£»>  ib. 
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Onim^  tte  UmU  %t  4fe  cultmtetl  !&  Orimey^  ^^6. 

Grajps,  varieties  of  them  AiocefafiiUy  cultrntnlt  ^59^ 

Graves^  defcription  of  thofe  in  Weftrayi  205 — conjedures  refpe£Ung  them>  206. 

H  .  . 

I£u$y  Kimg  q£  Norway^  invades  Scotland^  i96— gtants  the  eaddom  of  Orkney  to 

Henry  Sinclair,  a)id  why,  194. 
Hat$n^  fan  of  EaxL  Paul^  chata£ber  of»  14$ — accompanies  the  Kmg  of  Norway  in  an  ex« 

pedition,  147 — ^murders  his  coufin,  150-^feizes  the  whole  of  the  ifleS)  152— his 

pilgrims^e  and  manner  of  life  afterwards^  153* 
Hallady  Earl^  chara£let  of,  1 10 — le&gns  his  goveinment,  and  whyi  ib. 
if^r^-hunting,  amufement  of  the  ancient  £arls,  316. 

Hares^  none  now  found  in  the  iliands^  3i6--caufe8  of  their  disappearance,  ib. 
Harold  Harfager,  chara£ter  of,  104 — ufurps  the  government  of  Norway^  105— ^invades 

the  ilSands,  and  why,  106— account  of  his  conquefts^  io8. 
Harold,  the  Bold^   Eaag  of  Norway^  atte^apta  an  invaGon  of  Englandy  145-— tt  de« 

feated  and  (lain,  ib.   . 
Harold  (Earl),  fon  of  Hacon,  charafler  of,  154— caufe  of  his  death>  I5<S. 
Haroldy  nephew  to  Earl  Paul,  obtains  half  of  Orkney^  167— entiufted  with  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  whole>  and  why>  168— account  of  his  capture  and  ranfom^  168— 

bis  cruel  behaviour  at  Thurfo,  176— caufe  of.  his  loiing  Shetland^  I78~his  death 

and  charadier,  ib. 
Harold,  grandfon  of  St  Ronald,  account  <^  his  unluccefsful  attempt  to  recover  his 

grandfather^s  eftate,  174— Ws  death,  and  the  miracle  that  attended  it,  175. 
Harvejl'watkf  how  performed  in  the  iflands,  35 1» 
Haiuda,  honourable  condu£l  of  the  King  of  them,  184.  , 

Hecablir,  account  of  the  place  fo  called,  56* 
Hecla,  Mount,  account  of  an  eruption  of,  13* 
Helga,  mother  to  Earl  Harold,  account  of  her  and  her  fifter's  plot  againft  Earl  Pau!> 

155— they  favour  Earl  Ronald's  claim,  157 — their  fleet  defeated,  15$^ 
Herring»£{heijf  (hamefully  negle£ied  in  the  iflands,  387. 
Herriei4zniSf  why  fo  called,  353. 
Hogs,  <lefcription  of  the  breed  reared  in  the  iflands,  319* 
Holm,  account  of  the  parifli  of,  25— its  extent,  foil,  &c.  26. 
Holms  and  Skerries,  names  given  to  the  uninhabited  illands,  18— their  ufe,  ib.— >the 

haunts  of  amphibious  animals,  19. 
Honyman,  Mr  Andrew,  tranflated  from  St  Andrews  to  the  biihopric  of  Orkney,  255— 

his  chara£ler,  ib»— his  death,  and  the  caufe  thereof,  256. 
Horjes,  the  original  breed  of  them  defcribed,  324— -much  improved  of  hte,  and  by 
,.wl^  paeans,  ib.— the  rearing  of  them  not  properly  attended  to,  325. 

3  R  a  Hoj^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


soo  INDEX. 

Hoy,  account  of  the  pariih  of»  37— its  anim^  T^table^  and  mineral  prodn^ons,  3t 
— defcriptbn  of  a  remarkable  ftone  tberein^  39,  445,  45a. 


James^  the  Third,  King  of  Scotland,  acquires  right  to  the  iflands,  and  by  what  means^ 

234 — eredls  E^irkwall  into  a  burgh,  ib.^iis  zeal  to  promote  the  happineis  of  the 

inhabitants,  ib. 
Jamesy  the  fifth,  vifits  Orkney,  and  why,  239— confirms  the  charter  of  KirkwalI^ 

240— 'his  death,  ib. 
James y  Earl  of  Morton,  obtains  an  irredeemable  grant  of  Orkney,  258 — finds  great 

inconYenience  in  holding  it;^  and  why,  259— 'diljpofes  of  it,  and  to  whom,  260. 
Iceland y  account  of  the  ancient  goremment  of,  91. 
Improvements^  account  of  thofe  introduced  into  the'  parifh  of  Sandwick,  34— -not  ge* 

neral  in  Orkney,  36,  50. 
Indigines-^Fide  Sons  of  the  Earth. 

Iniuftrjy  a  defideratum  in  the  chancer  of  die  inhabitants  of  Orkney,  344. 
IftgamifSf  defcriptionof  thebay  of^  24. 
Jofinr^  Bifhop,  ibort  account  of,  185. 
J^bny  Bifhop  of  Caithneis,  how  treated  by  Harold,  i*]6.' 
John,  Earl,  chara^er  of,   lyS-^cultivates  a  good  underftanding  with  the  Sang  of 

Norway,  181— murdered  at  Thurfo,  182. 
John,  Earl  of  Catthnefs  and  Orkney— Ihort  account  of  his  life,  190. 
H'cn-arey  found  in  the  illand  of  Hoy,  262* 
IJlandsy  cOBJeftures  as  to  the  caufes  that  haYC  produced  them>  8. 
Jupiter^Yxmf^  account  of  the  camp  of>  226. 


K^lpr  how  manufa£kured^  371— defcription  of  the  plants  of  which  it  is  made,  372—^ 
the  manufacturers  thereof  ihould  confine  their  attention  to  it  only,  and  why,  375—^ 
behaviour  of  the  common  people  at  the  introduction  of  the  manufacture,  376^ta 
price  per  toA  at  rarious  periods,  377 — number  of  people  therein  employed,  378— 
advantages  arifing  from  the  manufacture,  ib. 

Kirkvfally  latitude  and  longitude  of^  5 — account  of  ita  fituation>  2L— die  town  de«. 
icribed,  xi-r^-^^^  privileges,  police  and  population^  ib. — public  buildings,  23 — 
the  cathedral  built,  and  by  whom,  169— the  caftle  built,  and  by  whom>.  200 — de» 
ficription  thereof,  228*-the  Biihop's  palace,  229-*the  Menfe  and  Round  Towers,, 
ib.— cathedral  of  St  Magnus,  230— the  EarPs  palace,  248--*when  ereded  into  a 
Royal  burgh^  and  by  whom>  234—tbe  feat  of  civil  cousts>  and  of  die  fynod^  257. 
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Lajman,  defignation  of  the  principal  man  in  the  Lawtingy  217. 

Lambbohn^  account  of  the  ifland  fo  caUed,  46. 

ZtfiiJ!f^Proprietoi^>  cfaarader  of  them^  331 — of  their  ^7e$>  333. 

Laft^  the  name  of  a  weight  ufed  in  Orkney^  21 1« 

Lttudvery  Earl»  charadter~b(]r'^i5>-*nAean8  nfed  hj  him  to  keep  up  the  military  fpirir 

of  the  people^  ib. — ^his  marriage,  120. 
Law  (Mr  James),  Biihop  of  Orkney,  undertakes  the  caufe  of  the  people  againft  Eart 

Patrick,  and  why,  251 — his  fuccefs,  ib. — prudent  means  ufed  by  him  to  feparate 

the  jurifdidtions  of  the  biibopric  and  earldom,  252*— appointed  Archbifhop  of  Glaf* 

gow,  ib. 
LatuSf  account  of  thofe  anciently  ufed  in  Orkney,  216 — ^when  aboUfiied,  ib. 
Law,  decifion,  by  the  Supreme  Court,  of  a  queftion  betwixt  the  Kirk  SeiEon  of 

Kirkwall  and  the  bicorporated  Trades,  336. 
Lanvting,  name  of  the  ancient  Supreme  Court,  21 7-— when  abcdiihed,  ilx 
Leaffs,  feldom  granted,  337-*their  duration  when  giten^,  354. 
XfW,  not  ufed  as  a  manure,  349. 
Linef^jzm,  the  manufacture  of  introduced,, and  when,  y68 — quantity  fpun  yearly  in^ 

former  times,  369 — annua)  quality  now  manufafhired,  371*      . 
Xi/i^»-cloth,  account  of  the  manufaAure  of,  368 — quantity  annually  made^  370. 
Lhtus^  Earl,  account  of  his  difgraceftl  marriage,  and  wars  with  his  brother,  117— 

overcomes  the  Scots,  119^— Ins  death,  ib. 
Z^^^r-fifhing,  accoimt  of,  386 — thought  to  be  in  an  increaCng  ftate,  ib« 
Lochs  and  kejsy  the  art  of  making  them  introduced,  254. 
Lfd^s^  Frajify  fpecimena  of  it  hi  die  Norfe  language,  48^ 

M 

Maclenzie^  Murdoch,  BKhop  of  Moray,  tranilated  to  the  fee  of  Orkney,  256'— bis^- 

good  chara£ler,  ib. 
Magnusyicm.  of  Earl  Erlend,  chara£lerof,  14(5,  1^51 — incurs  the  diffJeafure  of  the- 

King  of  Norway,,  and  why,  147 — obtains  half  of  the  iflands,  148 — his  fpeech  to* 

hfs  coufin,,  ijp — murdered  by  hin^  15.1 — behaviour  at  his  death,  Jb.^miracles  faid* 

to  be  wrought  by  his  grave,  ib.^ 
Jlf/i^«tf/,  the  Second,  fucceeds  Earl  John,  i83T-Ae  county  of  Sutherland  taken  from- 

them,  and  by  whom,  ib. 
Magnus,  Bang  of  Norway,  concludes  peace  with  the  Scots,  and  upon  what  terms^ 

189. 
Magnus,  the  Third,  his  contra£l  with  the  King  of  "Norway,  189.^ 
Mt^pms^  the  Eourth,  created  Eaii  by  the  King  of  Norway^  189^ 

Magnui^y 
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Magtiusy  the  Fifth,  Ihort  account  of  his  life,  190. 

Mainland^  or  Pomona,  principal  of  the  Orkney  ifles,  account  of,  20— etymology  of 

the  names  uncertain,  ib.— account  of  the  mioesal  ftraU  ia  kf  u6ym  ' 
Malisy  Earl  of  Stratheme,  enjoys  the  earUom-  of  Orioiey  in  n^t  of  hi&  wiiej.  ijQ. 
Malts ^  the  Second,  claims  tbeeaddom^  i93«-mtans  uCed  liy  lu*  t&  (#cuie  di%  teve^ 

nues  in  the  country,  ib.^^names  of  his  daugbtitra^  194*^10  whom  iMxmd«  ib. 
Manufa5tur€i^  of  what  kinds,  and  to  what  exttot  carried^  on»  3({S. 
Manure  (compod)  preferred  to  fea-weed  in  the  pariOi  of  Orphir,  zy. 
Marbicf  £ud  to  have  been  dificovered  ia  the  parUh  of  Birfa,  33. 
Marl^  plentiful  and  good  near  Loch  Stennis,  zS^— alfo  ax  the  pariOi  of  Frit2i»  29*-- 

not  regarded  as  a  manure,  349. 
Marhf  tlie  name  of  a  weight  ufed  in  Orkney,  2ii. 
Marriage^  treaty  of,  betwixt  the  King  of  Norway  and  tbe  dangjhter  of  the  Kmgof 

Scotland,  190. 
Marriage^  contra£k  of,  betwixt  James^e' Third,  King  of  Scotlafldi  and  the  Fikidrfs 

of  Denmark,  204"-K:opy  thereof,  414* 
Maxwell  (Robert)  Bifliop  of  Orkney,  account  of^  241. 
Mealy  prices  of  it  in  Orkney  in  1799  and  1800,  367. 
Miilf  the  name  of  a  weight  uied  in  Orkney,'  ai  i. 
Meyietf  David,  entrufted  with  the  earldom,  ij)(>-— his  (ucetics,  ib«-*-driven  from  his 

fituation,  and  why,  ib. 
Minerals,  account  of  thoTe  in  Olrkney,  26a  ^Jif- 
M0ddan,  created  Earl  of  Caithnefs  and  Suthcriand  by  his  uncle  the  Elbg  of  Scodafid, 

135— endeavours  to  take  poflcfllott  of  his  earldom,  136— defeat  at  fea,  137 — Oain 

atThurfo,  138, 
Morton  (Earl  of)  account  of  his  law^plea  With  the  Earl  0f  GaUoway,  214 — dccffion  ia* 

his  favour,  216. 

N 

Navigatian,  by  whom  invented,  66— caufes  which  led  to  its  invention,  ib. 

Ninian  (St)  Chriftianity  planted  by  him  in  the  fouthem  divifion  pf  Caledonia,  81. 

Nobilityy  a  link  in  the  chain  of  focicty  for  uniting  monarchy  and  the  lower  tanks,  79. 

Noltlattdy  a  noble  caftle  in  the  ifland  of  Wcftray,  60 — defcription  thereof,  249, 

North  iJUsy  account  of  the  mineral  ftrata  obfervcd  in  them,  262. 

^orfcy  the  ancient  language  of  Orkney,  221 — fomc  traces  thereof  ftill  found  in  Pomo« 

na,  222 — fpecimcns  of  it,  482. 
Norway,  ftate  of  the  kingdom  of,  inno  876,  103— charaftcr  of  the  inhabitants,  104 — 

diftra£lcd  by  the  conteft  among  Harold's  fons  about  the  fucceffionj  ,115. 
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OJi«  ^god  of  war)  how  ftyled  in  Ac  Icelandic  writuigs,  9^3  • 

Ola  (St)  account  of  the  population  of  the  parifli  of>  22 — the  foil^  2 j— a  great  part  of 
it  uncuItWated,  and  why,  24. 

0/aus  lEnjg  of  Norway)  plants  the  Chriftian  religion  iu  Norway,  and  by  what  nieans^ 
126 — his  fpeech  to  Sigurd  the  Giofs,  ib.-r-Sigurd^s  reply,  ib. 

Orcades,  or  Orkney  ifles,  general  view  of  them,  j — their  diilance  fironi  Caithnefs  a^ct 
Shetland,  ib. — reafons  for  thinking  them  formerly  united  with  Great  Britain  and 
with  one  another,  7— how  feparated,  8— abound  in  peat-mofs,  9— their  foils  de- 
fcribed,  10— conjeftures  as  to  the  caufc  of  their  fertility,  1 1 — account  of  the  cli- 
mate and  its  efie£ls  upon  die  animal  and  vegetable  worlds*  ib. — annual  quantity  of 
rain  therein^  I2 — ^fome  peculiarities  of  the . climate  pointed  out,  ib. — their  coafts  de* 
fcribed,  14. 

OrcadfSf  geojgrapbical  dcfcription  of  them>  1 7 — number  of  the  whole,  1 8 — of  thofc 
inhabited^  ib, — their  divifion,  20 — how  difcovered,  68 — various  opinions  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  word,  60 — Tacitus's  account  of  thefe  iiknds  mod  to  be  depended  upon» 
and  why,  71 — Solinus's  account  not  &tisfa£tory^  and  why,  73 — Pomponius  Mela's 
account  of  their  number  pretty  near  truth,  74— when  difcovered  and  peopled  accord- 
ing  to  Torfseus,  75 — an  occa&onal  afylum  to  pirates  before  tfaef  w€te  ishaiaimd^  t& 
— whence  probably  firft  peopled,  ib.— cti^  «f  diflSsuiioii  dmetig  the  £»iderf ,  7^-*- 
how  regal  power  would  firft  obtain  in  them,  ib.-^fuppofed  to  be  peopM  by  a  dif«^ 
appointed  Fi£li{h  nobleman  and  his  adherents,  y^^bow  governed  at  firft,  So-^-^tie 
inhabkants  tRftm£ked  in  the  Chrfftian  religioa,  and  by  whom,  82-*iflfurre£lloii  z^ 
mong  them  quelkd  by  Bttdi  the  Fouil}i,  ib*<— '^heir  peace  ofeea  intem^yted  by  ooA- 
.  vottocis  in  Utorway,  1 79'-*^odara«€io&  of  the  dcotifli  King  ve(pe6^Kng  them,  194-^ 
fledged  to  Scotland  by  cbe  King  of  Deiunafk,  and  why,  204-**-i^me8  of  the  ancient 
weight»  and  wwighiag  inftrumeniB  therein,  aii— 4aw8,  courts,  Uc.  21^-^ountf 
afib,  24K«4iaidingf  or  teouvei,  tbw^«4afng«age,  22f-^-4ift  of  names  now  prevalent 
there,  223 — their  origin,  ib. — lift  of  ancient  names  and  their  origin,  ib. — of  theold- 
4fti4imanic«>  224-*«ancient  cmis,  225«*i>uHding3,  226. 

Orcades  granted  in  feu  to  the  Earl  of  Murray,  Z38 — again  annexed  to  Scotland,  ib-— 
vifited  by  King  James  the  Fifth,  and  for  what  reafon,  239— conferred  on  the  Earl 
of  ^thwell,  and  why,  240 — forfeited  by  him,  they  revert  to  the  Crown,  ib.f->grant^ 
cd  to  Lord  Robert  Stewart,  245— -takea  from  htm,  and  why,  ib.— beftowed  upoiit 
l^atrick  Slewait,  t46-«<aken  from  him,  and  why,  ib.— *grantod  to  Sir  James  Stewaut^ 
•in  t^ic  capacity  of  a  farmer-generat,  24j>>-H:eCiim  to  the  Crown,  and  are  fanned  out 
wpon  ftiort  ieafei^  ibw— -granted  to  William  Earl  of  Morton,  and  by  whom,  254— 
pant  renewed  to  one  of  his  fucccflbrs,  254.--grant  reduced^  25^— cpreOed  into  at 
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ftewartiy,  ib.— given  to  James  Earl  of  Morton  by  an  irredeemable  grants  and  why, 
258 — difpofcd  of  by  him,  and  to  whom,  260. 

Vrcades,  on  the  prcfent  ftatc  of  the  iflands,  261— their  mineralogy,  262  //y^;.— bota- 
ny, 266  ftfeq. — zoology,  286  ^/y^^.— population,  326 — manners  and  cuftoms  of  the 
inhabitants,  331 — their  agriculture,  345 — manufa£htres,  368— conmierce,  3S2— 
exports  and  imports,  383 — fiflierics,  385 — various  improvements  fuggefted,  389 — 
fiiort  account  of  the  mod  confiderable  things  in  them^  448  -*chara£ler  of  the  inha* 
bitants  about  half  a  century  ago,  340. 

t>rcaiesy  diploma  concerning  the  genealogies  of  the  ancient  Counts  of,  &c.  395— tranf- 
lation  thereof,  404 — lift  of  the  Earls,  420. 

Orchadiarum  infularum  defcriptio,  &c.  438. 

Orchadians^  on  the  hufbandry  ufed  by  them,  &c.  447. 

f)rphirj  account  of  the  parifli  of,  2<J— its  inhabitants  and  their  employments,  27— the 
harbour  and  chalybeate  fpring,  ib. 

Oxen^  defcription  of  the  breed  of  them  in  Orkney,  322— their  weight,  323— lately  in- 
creafed  in  value,  and  why,  324* 


^i^Aj^StronCiy,  defcription  of  the  iflandof,  51. 

i^tfjr-Weftray,  defcription  of  the  ifland  of,  60. 

Papay^  or  Paplay,  names  of  the  places  where  the  papae  or  priefts  reCded,  107. 

Bap^f  various  opinions  refpe£ting  them,  106. 

FmuI^  fon  of  Earl  Thorfin,  charader  of,  144— account  of  his  expedition  againft  Eng- 
land, i45-*is  taken  prifoner  by  the  King  of  Norway,  146. 

Paul^  fon  of  Earl  Hacon,  chara£ter  of,  154 — caufe  of  his  difierente  with  bis  brother, 
i55-*eicape8  the  plot  of  Harold*s  mother  and  aunt,  156— banilhes  them  from  Ork« 
ney,  ib. — defeats  them  at  fca,  159 — takes  Harold's  fleet,  ib.— eredb  light-houlies 
through  the  iflands,  160 — obtains  a  :tnice  from  Earl  Ronald,  163— captured  by  Swien 
Aflief,  165. 

PeaUmoiSi  abundant  in  Orkney,  9— of  different  qualities,  U>— caules  of  the  difierenccj 
10.     ' 

Pentland'Fridi,  number  of  (hips  fuppofed  to  pafs  it  annually,  45. 

P^/^r,  Biihop  of  Orkney,  account  of  the  life  of,  190. 

P//fr's-penny,  a  tax  fo  called,  191 — when  introduced  into  Orkney,  ib. 

Pi^j  thought  to  be  the  firft  fettlers  in  Orkney,  79 — their  numners  and  cuftoms  de- 
fcribed,  83 — reafons  why  the  arts  made  little  progrefs,  and  fcience  dawned  not  a- 
mong  them,  88— their  govenmient,  90— military  weapons^  92-- religion,  ib.— <^ 
jeAs  of  antiquity,  94. 
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J^iffir-hottfcs  frequent  m  the  parifbea  of  Biiia  and  Hara,  33— 4cicription  of  one  at 
Quantcrncfs,  99— conjeftures  as  to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  built,  10 1. 

-Pit-c^y  indications  of  tt  in  the  fouth  ifleS)  26p 

Plants^  names  of  thofe  in  Orkneys  and  their  places  of  growth,  266  etfeq. 

IHoagh^  defctiptioa  of  the  old  one,  ftill  moft  ufed  in  Ckkney,  348— -of  the  one  lately 
introduced,  3;3-*>du6  laft  one  ufed  only  by  the  gentlemen  farmers,  356. 

Pofnponius  Mela,  his  account  of  the  number  of  the  iflies  thought  pretty  juft,  74. 

Puatoes^  when  firft  planted  in  th«  open  fields,  358-*advaQtage6  of  them,  ib«-^4heir 
produce  and  price,  ib. 

Public  markets,  the  want  of  them  a  great  obftade  to  improvements,  364. 

Pundler^  the  name  of  a  weighing  inftrument,  211— defcription  thereof,  21a. 

CL 

^adrupedsf  account  of  thofe  in  Orkney,  314  ttfeq. 


Raddmen^  counfellors  to  the  Chief  Judge  an  the  Lawtlag,  217* 

RagubUdaf  her  infamous  character  delineated,  iid» 

Raift^  annual  quantity  of,  in  Orkney,  12. 

Reginald,  fon  of  Gudrod,  charadier  of,  i75"*-wrefts  Caithnefe  £rem  Harold,  ib» 

Reidf  Robert,  Bifliop  of  Orkney,  chara^er  of,  242 — account  of  the  honourable  (^ 

fices  wUch  he  hel^  ib.— Jus  d<atb»  ftc.  ib. 
jEL^Ugion^  that  ^  dbe  ViQl%  rational  and  creditable  for  mankind  in  an  onenligfatened  ftate^ 

93 — its  influence  in  forming  the  charafier  of  a  people,  123. 
Religion,  Chriftian,  when  eftablifhed  in  Orkney,  lag-^its  pcogre&  flow,  and  why,  124 

— fdaatcd  by  the  Ipng  pf  Norway,  and  by  what  meaos,  127^— by  whom  cultivatedt 

^RepiUs,  account  of  diote  in  Orkney,  ^^ 
Rqfiijh  accou«it  of  the  tmsil  ifland  fe  caUedb  41. 
.Rfiib^  foa of  ikc  Qount  of  Meflca,  luiftory  c^  xio~his  Ibcceftfiil  gxptditJon  againft 

Fiance,  III — ^his charaAer,  ib^ 
Smuldy  Coont  of  MeiK:a>  charafier  of,  io8. 

Rmuld,  foa  of  Bpafiu%  daims  bis  father's  (hare  of  die  ifland^  1319—4118  contrad;  with 
. ..  bis.  UA^,  140— luA  death  asd  chaiaAer,  143. 

Ronald,  fitter's  fon  to  St  Magnus,  claims  half  o£  the  Jfjaiidgj  i^— 4neafiixt8  adq^d 
by  lum  to  reader  his  daim  e&Aual,  ib. — bis  fleet  captured,  i59~his  tow  to  St 
M;upu»6»  aad  crafe^uences  thereof,  i6i~ftrata^em  uicd  to  wesikeo  Sari  Paul's 
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party,  162— becomes  folc  maftcr  of  Orkney,  166— gives  one  half  of  it  away,  and  to 
whom,  167. 

Ronald,  Earl,  hiftory  of,  1 68 —murdered  by  Thorbiom  Clark,  and  why,  172 — canon- 
ized by  the  Pope,  1 7  J. 

Ronald/ay,  Soutli,  account  of  the  population  of  the  ifland  of,  42 — its  foil  and  agricul- 
ture, ib. — its  kelp  manufacture,  fifhings  and  harbours,  43 — number  of  fmacks  em« 
ployed,  and  hoWj^  ib. — monuments  of  antiquity,  ib« 

Ronald/ay,  South,  defcription  of  the  ifland  of,  57— chanuSter  of  the  inhabitants^  ib» 

Roufay,  defcription  of  the  ifland  of,  61  • 

Runriggland  a  bar  to  improvement,  35  a. 


Sanday,  account  of  the  ifland  of,  53 — ^its  rural  oeconomy,  54 — kelp  manufadure,  55^— 
why  dangerous  for  (hipping,  ib. — population,  56. 

Scandinavians,  monuments  of  antiquity  afcribed  to  them,  205. 

Scat,  the  ancient  land-Ux  in  Orkney,  219— mode  of  its  aflcflment  and  colIe£tion,  220. 

Scotland,  tranfadiions  betwixt  the  King  of,  and  Harold,  176 — advantages  derived  to 
this  kingdom  from  the  addition  of  Orkney,  232. 

.  Scotijh  nobility,  extra£l  from  Sir  James  Balfour's  catalogue  of,  415, 

S^fl-weed  preferred,  as  a  manure,  to  cattle-dung,  350. 

Seed-corn,  an  abfurd  notion  with  teCpcGt  to  it,  349. 

^apenjbay,  defcription  of  the  ifland  of,  47. 

Sheep,  defcription  of  the  breed  reared  in  Orkney,  319— their  fecundity  and  weighty 

c  320— ^where  paftured  during  the  lambing  feafon^  ib* — quality  of  their  wool,  321— 
laws  anent  them  in  former  times,  ib. 

Shopkeepers,  charaftcr  of  thofe  in  Orkney,  334. 

^'tgurd  the  Elder  created  Earl  of  Orkney,  and  by  whom,  108— fubdues  Caithnefs,  10^ 
— flain  by  a  Scotiih  chieftain,  ib. 

Sigurd  the  Grofs  challenged  by  a  Scotiih  Count,  121 — account  <A  his  warlike  expedi- 
tions, 123— acknowledges  the  King  of  Norway  as  his  Sovereign,  127 — compelled 

to  prbfefs  the  Chriftian  faith,  ib. — prodigies  faid  to  have  attended  his  death,  128 

divifion  of  the  iflands  among  his  fons,  ib. — their  characters,  129, 

Sinclair,  Henry,  obtains  the  earldom,  and  in  virtue  of  what  right,  194 — his  reprefen« 
tation  to  the  Scotiih  King,  and  good  eflfefts  thereof,  195— his  inveftituie  renewed^ 
and  upon  what  terms,  ib. — ^his  extradiou,  196 — ^his  conflid  with  IM^s  Spere,  ib.— 

'     builds  the  caWe  of  Kirkwall,  200. 

Sinclair,  Henry,  the  Second,  charaaer  of,  197— entrufted  with  the  charge  of  the 
young  Scotifh  ELing,  ib. — he  and  his  charge  made  prilbners,  and  by  whom,  ib. — 

.    Ki$  tranfa^ons  after  liberation^  i98» 
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Sinclair^  John,  account  of,  197 — docs  homage  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  why> 

.i<>8. 
Sinclair^  Williamt  fuccecds  his  father  in  the  earidom,  if>8 — his  right  thereto  afcer- 

tained,  and  inTcftiture  obtoined,  200— refigns  the  earldom,  and  why,  233- 
Sinclair,  Lord,  his  appointment  in  Orkney,  236 — attempts  to  feize  the  earldom,  237. 
,&nclairf  Sir  Jamai,  hiftory  of,  238. 
Snow,  neither  frequent  nor  in  great  quantities  in  Orkney,  12 — prevails  generally  for 

two  weeks  in  June,  ib.—caufe  thereof,  13-:  ,> 
Solinus,  his  account  of  Orkney  not  fatisfa£lory>  and  why,  75.  * 

Sons  oi  the  Earth,  an  appellation  aflUmed  by  the  Athenians,  and  why,  75 — ^this  fbol^h 

idea  adopted  by  Casfar  and  Tacitus,  76-— repugnant  to  good  fenfe  and  found  philo- 

fophy,  ib. 
South  ifljcs,  account  of  the  mineral  firata  found  in  them,  263. 
Stoning  ftones,  accouxit  of  thofe  in  Weftray,  207 — conjedlures  as  to  their  antiquity, 

ib. 
Steelbow,  what  is  meant  thereby,  337 — its  inconveniences,  352. 
Stmnis^  description  of  the  loch  of,  28 — derivation  of  the  word,  29. 
Stenvart,  Edward,  Bifliop,  charafter  of,  236. 
Stewart  (Lord)  Robertj^  Ghara£ter  of,  245 — inftances  of  Us  arrogance  and  prefump^ 

tton,  247. 
Stewart,^  Patrick,  account  of,  246. 
Stewart,  Sir  James,  account  of,  249. 
Stones  of  Stennis,  defcription  of,  209.: 

J^tromnefs  and  Sandwick,.  defcription  of  the  united  pariibes  of,  33... 
Stromnefs,  account  of  improvements  introduced  into  the  neighbourhood  of  this  village,^ 

34 — decifion  of  the  Court  of  Seffion  in  its  favour,  ib. — confirmed  by  the  Houfe  o£ 

Lords,  35— confequences  thereof,  ib. — why  its  harbour  is  left  frequented  than  for- 
merly, 3^ 
Stronfay  iiljind,  account  of  &8  fituatio%/ extent  and  foil^  4j)h— agriculture,  50— mineral 

fprings,  &c.  ib. 
Sumarlid'^  taxkoi  Sigurd  the  Grofs,  diarafler  of,  129* 
5ii/i7iiii/r-faUowing  not  much  pradifcd  in  Orkney,  35j--Its  advantages  pointed  out,* 

356. 
SuperJHtion^  inftances  of  its  prevalence  in  Orkney,  342; 
Swanay,  account  of  the  illand  of,  44. 

Sydferf,  Thomas,  Bifliop  of  Galloway,  promoted  to  the  fee  of  Orkney,  255. 
Swpn  Aflief,  account  of  him  and  his  adherents;  173— his  expedition  to  Ireland^  174. 

Tacitus^ 
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Tacitus f  his  account  of  the  Orkney  iflands  moft  to  be  depended  upoHi  and  why,  JH  — 

bk  fooNAi  idea  as  to  the  origin  of  the  hvman  race,  76* 
Thorbiom^  Qark,  chara£ler  of,  i6j — murders  Earl  Rooakl,  and  why,  1 7a. 
?2^/f  Haufakliufurs,  Earl,  cKara^ber  of,  1 1  ;-Miame8  of  hU  fona,  ii(S. 
ThorfiHy  Ear),  youngeft  fon  of  Sigurd  (the  Grofs),  chafaiQer  of,  l!i^-*<pianels  wkfa 

Einaiv  and  why,  131. 
Thorfirij  Earl  of  Caithnefs,  account  of  his  viAory  over  ^  Scots,  i37---hift  journey  to 

Rome  *  143 — ^his  behaviour  after  his  return,  i44«-4iis  chara&cr,  iIk 
SlMkel  Poftcr,  his  good  ohai^er  delineated,  130— -his  beoeTotenoe  to  Siaai's  fubjeAs^ 

131— kiUfi  Einar,  and  ii4iy,  133. 
Thunder  and  lightning,  when  moft  prevalent  in  Orkney,  13. 
Tides  J  account  of  their  current  about  the  Orcades,  454. 
71^/,  inftance  of  the  bad  eieds  of  eheir  rigorous  exaiStion,  iSo» 
Torfaus^  extraAs  from  the  Orcades  of,  478. 
Torphin,  fon  to  Earl  Har^d,  account  of  his  unhappy  fate,  lytf. 
Trade f  miftaken  notions  of  the  aneient  legiflators  of  Orkney  with  refpeCt  to  it,  218* 
Trade/men^  charafter  of  thofe  in  Orkney,  334* 
^Tuthch  (l%omas)  Btflic^  account  of,  190—die  earldom  committed  to  him,  and  iif>- 

on  what  terms,  ib. 
Tulloch  (William)  Biihop,  fucceeds  his  couCn,  235— account  of  tfie  dignified  offices 

which  he  held,  ib« 
Tumuli^  two  kinds  of  them  noticed,  94 — thofe  in  Weftray  dcibribcd,  to6. 
Turnips^  experiments  made  in  raifing  them,  358— the  advantages  that  would  attend  a 
*  more  extended  cultivation  of  this  root,  359. 

U 

Udallersy  proprietors  of  lands  near  Loch  Stennis  fo  called,  and  why,  iS-^rtdfaned 
more  hoootirable  than  poprietors  of  other  lands,  ib.— 'their  iromber  grtduaUy  de- 
creafing,  and  why,  220. 

UdalAznAs^  the  lands  of  the  udaOers,  219— *the  kws  rehtive  to  this  khid  of  propcit; 
whexice  derived,  ib. — fubjed  to  the  payment  ^/eat  and  tithe,  laO^ 

W 

JFaal,  the  name  of  a  beautiful  town  in  the  ifland  of  "Weftray,  (Jo. 

U^aaSf  account  of  the  pariih  of,  39~its  cultivation  (uperior  to  that  of  the  fDdier  lilandtf, 
and  why,  40 — its  particular  advantages,  Ib. — its  population,  41. 

Wei^Jits^nd  weighing  inftruments,  defcription  of  thofe  ufed  in  Orkney,  211 — bad  ef- 
fects of  their  intricacy  and  uncertainty,  21 2-— complained  of  by  people  of  every 

rank^ 
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ranky  and  wliy^  2i4--^account  of  the  procds  betwixt  tlie  Earls  of  Galloway  and 

Morton  about  them^  ib. 
Weir  ifland)  defcription  of^  6t* 
Weftraji  account  of  the  ifland  of^  57-^the  graves  theitein  defcribed^  Stoj;^— conje^faues 

as  to  the  caufe  of  them^  206. 
William  Bilhop  of  Orkney,  charader  of,  i54«-mediates  betmzt  Earls  Paul  and  Ro^ 

nald,  163 — the  time  and  circunlftances  of  hb  death  not  recorded,  177* 
William^  the  fecond  Bifhop  of  Orkney,  charader  of,  ipr-^incurs  the  difpleafure  of 

the  Archbifliop,  and  why,  ib. 
William^  the  third  Bifhop  of  Orkney,  murdered,  ipa-^cattfe  unknown,  ib. 
William^  the  fourth  Bifhop  of  Orkney,  fhort  account  of,  198. 
William  (Earl  of  Morton)  obtains  a  grant  of  the  earldom  of  Orkney^  and  from  whom^' 

254— his  family  deprived  thereof,  and  by  whom,  ib. 
Wood^  great  fcarcity  thereof  in  Orkney,  a8a— reafons  for  thinking  it  was  more  plenti« 

ful  in  ancient  times,  284— the  opinion  that  no  kind  of  it  will  tfariyc  there  thought 

unfounded,  and  why>  ib.-^lan  for  deciding  the  pointy  285. 

Y 

Tarfba,  defcripdon  of  the  f<nl  £0  calledi  ip^-prerails  910ft  in  high  0tiiatioiii|  9k; 
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